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P RO S il

HESE celebrated Travels, which were per-

formed in the years 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771,
1772, and 1773, abound with events fo wonderful
and extraordinary, that were not the charaéter of
Mr. Bruce indifputably eftablifhed, a common reader
would be induced to look upon this work as the fabri-
cation of a remantic brain. Wherever we attend Mr.
Bruce through travels accomplifhed with fuch aftonifh-
ing perfeverance and intrepidity, whether we fol-
low him through barren and burning fandy deferts,
or view him [urrounded by tribes of treacherous and
blood thirty favages, in every fituation, the proteét.
ing hand of that over-ruling Power whofe particular
providence fome fceptics have been hardy enough
to dilpute, appears cminently firiking and ap-.
parent.

The fcience of Geography has received mate-
rial improvements from the Dilcoveries of Mr,
Bruce : the latitude and longitude, the cuftoms and
manners, laws and commerce, of many nations,
u'nvifiu:d before by any European, are here brought
forth to the infpeftion of the curious.

Notwithftanding the utility and pleafure that may
be derived from Mr. Bruce'’s Travels, yet that work
occupying five large volumes in quarto, and being
fold for five guineas, but few individuals can afford

a2 to
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to purchafe it. In order, therefore, that the gene.
rality of readers might not be debarred from the
perufal of a work fraught with fo much entertain-
ng and interefting information, I have been induced
to write the following Narrative, extr.fled from
thofe celebrated travels; and I flatter myfelf, that on
a fair and candid perufal, I fhall appear to have
brought into the compafs of a {ingle volume every
thing worthy the reader’s attention that is to be mat
with in the original work.
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INTRODUCTION.

THE difcovery of the Source of the Nile was a
fubjet of frequent converfation between Mr. Bruce
and his friends; but it was always mentioned to him
with a kind of diffidence, as if to be expetted from a
more experienced traveller. Whether this was but
another way of exciting him to the attempt, he does not
prefume to fay ; bat his heart in that inftant did him
the juftice to fuggeft, that this, too, was either to be
atchieved by him, or to remain, as it had done for thefe
laft two thoufand years, a defiance to all travellers, and
an opprobrium to geography. -

Fortune feemed apparently to favour this fcheme.
For atthe very inftant, Mr. Afpinwall, very cruelly and
ignominioufly treated by the Dey of Algiers, had refign-
ed his confulthip, and Mr. Ford, a merchant, formerly
the Dey’s acquaintance, was named in his place. Mr.
Ford was appointed, and dying a few days after, the
confulfhip became vacant. Lord Halifax prefled Mr.
Bruce to accept of this, ascontaining all fort of conve-
niencies for making the propofed expedition.

He had all his life applied unweariedly to drawing,
the practice of mathematics, and efpecially that part
neceflary to aftronomy. The tranfit of Venus was at
hand. It was certainly known that it would be vifible
once at Algiers, and there was great reafon to expett it
might be twice. He furnifhed himfelf with a large ap-
paratus of inftruments, the completeft of their kind for
the obfervation. It wasapleafure to Mr. Bruce to know,
that it was not from a folitary defart, but from his own
houfe at Algiers, he could deliberately take meafures
to place himfelf in the lift of men of fcience of all na-

B : tions,
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tions, who were then preparing for the fame fcientific
purpofe.

Thus prepared, he fet out for Italy, through France ;
and on his arrival at Rome, he received orders to pros
ceed to Naples, there to wait his M.-jclly's further
commands. Having ftopped :a fhort time there, he re-
ceived orders to proceed to take pofleffion of his conful-
thip. He returned without lofs of time to Rome, and
thence to Leghorn, where, having embarked on board
the Montrezl man of war, he arrived at Algiers.

While he was providing himfelf with inftruments at
London, he thought of one, which, though in a very
fmall form and imperfett ftate, had been of great en-
tertainment and ufe to him in former travels; this is
called a Camera Obfcura, the idea of which he had firit
taken from the Speftacle de la Nature of the Abbe
Vertot. But the prefent one was conflruéted upon his
own principles. ITts body was an hexagon of fix-feet dia-
meter, with a conical top; in this, as in a fummer-
houfe, the draughtfman fat unfeen, and performed his
drawing.

'After Mr. Bruce had {pent a year at Algiers, conflant
converfation with the natives whillt abroad, and with
his manufcripts within doors, -bad qualified him to ap-
pear in any part of the continent without the help of an
interpreter.

_Bufinefs of a private nature having at this time obli-

ed Mr. Bruce to take a voyage to Mahon, he failed
from Algiers, after having taken leave of the Dey, who
fumxfheg him with the neceffary pafsports, and alfo
ave him recommendatory letters to the Eey of Tunis
and Tripoli. Being difappainted in his views at Ma-
hon, he failed in a {mall vellel from that port, and, hav-
ing a fair wind, in a fhort time made the coaft of Afri-
ca, and landed at Bona, a confiderable town. It flands
on a large plain, part of which feems to have been once
overflowed by the fea.. its trade confifts now in the ex-
po;tation of wheat, when, in plentiful years, that
trade is permitted by the government of Algiers. The
ifland is famous for a coral filhery, and along the ceaft
are immenfe forefts of large beautiful oaks, more than
fufficient, to fupply the neceilities of all the maritime
powers
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powers in the Levant, if the quality of the wood be but
equal to the fize and beauty of the tree. :

After a favourable voyage, he arrived at Tunis, which
is a large and flourifhing city. 'The people are more ci-
vilized than in Algiers, and the government milder,
but the climate is very far from being fo good. Tunis
is low, hot, and damp, and deftitute of good water,
with which Algiers is {upplied from a thoufand fprings,

Having delivered his letters from the Bey, and ob-
tained permiffion to vifit the country in whatever direc~
tion he fhould pleafe, he fet out on his inland journey
through the kingdoms of Algiers and Tunis. He found
at Dugga a large fcene of ruins, among which one
building-was eafily diftingnithable. It was a large
temple of the Corinthian order, all of Parian marble,
the columns fluted, the cornice highly ornamented in
the very beft ftyle of feulpture.  In the tympanum is an
eagle flying to heaven, with a human figure upon his
back, which, by the many infcriptions that are fill re-
maining, feems to be intended for that of Trajan, and
the "apotheofis of that emperor to be the fubjeft, the
temple having been ereéted by Adrian to that prince,
his benefactor and predeceflor, S 3

From Dugga he continued the upper road to Keff,
through the pleafant plains inhabited by the Welled Ya-
goube, He then proceeded to Hydra, a frontier place
between the two kingdoms of Algiers and Tunis, as
Keft isalfo. Itisinhabited by a tribe of Arabs, whofe
chief1s a marabout, or faint; thefe Arabs are immenfe-
ly rich, paying no tribute either to Tunis or Algiersa
The pretence for this exemption is a very fingular one.
By the inftitution of their founder, they are obliged to
live upon lions flefh for their daily food, as far as they
can procure it ; with this they flritly comply, and, in
confideration of the utility of this their vow, they are
not taxed, like the other Arabs, with payments to the
ftate. 'The confequence of this life is, that they are ex-
cellent and well-armed horfemen, exceedingly bold and
undaunted hunters. Itis generally imagined, indeed,
that thefe confiderations, and that of their fituation on
the frontier, have as much influence in procuring them
exemption from taxes, as the utility of their vow,

Bz From



4 INTRODUCTION,
From Hydra he pafled ta the ancient Tipafa, another
Roman colony, going by the fame name to this day.
Here is a more extenfive fcene of ruins, There is a
large temple, and a four-faced triumphal arch of the Co-
rinthian order, in the very belt tafte ; both of which are

. now in the colle¢tion of the king.

From hence he continued his journey in a ftraight line
nearly S. E. and arrived at Medrafhem, a fuperb pile of
building, the fepulchre of Syphax, and the other kings
of Numidia, and where, as the Arabs believe, were alfo
depofited the treafures of thofe kings. Advancing fill
to the S. E. through broken ground and fume very bar-
ren vallies, which produced nothing but game, he came
to Jibbel Aurez, the Aurafius Mons of the middle age.
This is not one.mountain, but an affemblage of many of
the moft craggy iftecps in Africa.

Having proceeded to the north-eaft as far as Tuber-
foke, he returned to Dugga, and from thence to Tunis,
His next journey through Tunis, was by Zowan, a high
mountain, where is a Jarge aqueduét.which formerly car-
ried its water to Carthage.

Having continued his journey along the coalt to Sufa,
through a fine country planted with olive trees, he came
again to Tunis, not only without difagreeable accident,
but without any interruption from ficknefs or other
caufe. He then took leave of the Bey, and, with the
acknowledgments ufual on fuch occafions, again fet
out from Tunis, ona very ferious journey indeed, over
the defert to Tiipoli, the fizft part of which was to Gabs,
and from thence to the ifland of Gerba.

About four days journey from Tripoli, Mr. Bruce mes
the Emir Hadje conduéting the caravan of Pilgrims from
Fez and Sus 1n Morocco, all acrofs Africa to Mecca,
that is, from the Weftern Ocean, to the weftern banks of
the Red Sea in the Kingdom of Sanaar. He was a mid-
dle-aged man, uncle to the prefent emperor, of a very
uncomely, ﬁu%id kind of countenance. His caravan
confifted of about 3000 .men, and, as his;reople faid,
from 12,000 to 14,000 camels, part loaded with mer-
chandife, part with fkins of water, flour and other kinds
of foad ; they were a feurvy, diforderly, unarmed pack,
and when our traveller’s horfemen, though but fifieen in

number,
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number, came up with them in the grey of the morning,
they fhewed great figns of trepidation, and were alseady
fiying in confufion. When informed who' they were,
their fears ceafed, and, after the ufual manner of cow-
ards, they became extremely infolent.

Being arrived at Tripoli, he fent an Englifh fervant
from thence to Smyrna with his books, drawings, and
fupernumerary infiruments, retaining only extracts from
fuch authors as might be neceffary for him.in the Penta-
polis, or other parts of the Cyrenaicum. He then crof-
fed the Gulf of Sydra, formerly known by the name of
the Syrtis Major, and arrived at Benmgazi, the ancient
Berenice, built by Prolemy Philadelphus.

The brother of the Bey of Tripoli, who commanded
here, was a young man, as weak in onderftanding as he
was-in health.  All the province was in extreme confu-
fion. Two tribes of Arabs occupying the territory to
the weft of the town, whoin ordinary years, and in time
of peace, were the fources of its wealth and plenty, had,
by the mifmanagement of the Bey, entered into a violent
quarrel. The tribe that lived moft to the weftward, and
which was reputed the weakeft, had beat the moft nu-
merous that was neareft the town, and driven them with+
in its walls.  The inhabitants of Bengazi had for a year
before been labouring under a fevere famine, and by this
accident about four thoufand perfons, of all ages and
fexes, were forced in upon them, when perfeétly defti-
tute of cvery neceflary. Ten or twelve people were
found dead every night in the ftreets, and life was faid in
thany to be fupported by food that human nature fhud-
ders at the thoughts of. Impatient to fiy from thefe
feenes, Mr, Bruce prevailed on the Bey to fend him out
fome diftance to the fouthward, among the Arabs, where
famine did not rage with fueh violence. :

He encompaffed a great part of the Pentapolis, vifited
the ruins of Arfinoe, and received neither infult nor in-
jury. Finding nothing at Arfinoe nor Barca, he conti-
nued his journey to Ras Sem, the petrified city, concern-
ing which fo many ridiculous tales were told by the Thri-
poline ambaffador, Caffem Aga, at the heginning of this
century, and all believed in England, though they carri-
ed fallehood upon the very face of them.,

B3 Now
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Now approaching the fea coaft, he came to Ptolometa,
where he met a Greek junk belonging to Lumpedofa, a
little ifland near Crete, which had been unloading corn,
and was now ready to fail. At the fame time the Arabs
of Ptolometa told him, that the Welled Ali, a powerful
tribe that cccupy ihe whole country between that: place
and Alexandria, were at waramong themfelves, and bad
plundered the caravan of Morocco, and that :hc!lpilgrims
compofing it had moftly perithed, having been fcattered
in the defert witkout water; that a great famine had
been at Derna, the neighbouring town, to which Mr.
Eruce intended to go ; that a plague had followed, and
the town, which is divided into upper and lower, was
engaged in a eivil war. This torrent of ill news was ir-
refiftible, and was of a kind be did not propofe to ftrug-
gle with ; belides, there was nothing, as far as he knew,
that merited the rifk. He refolved, therefore, to fly
from this inholpitable coaft, and fave to the public, at
leaft, that knowledge and entertainment he had acquired
for them. :

He embarked en board the Greek veflel, very ill ac-.
coutered, as he afterwards found, and, though it had
plenty of fail, it had not an cunce of ballaft, A number
of people, men, women and children, flying from the ¢a-
lamities which attend famine, crowded in unknown to
him ; but the paffage was fhort, the veffel light, and the
_mafter, as was {uppofed, well accuftomed to thofe feas.
The contrary of this, however, was the truth, as he
learned afterwards, when too late, for he was an abfo-
lute landfman ; proprietor indeed of the veffel, but this
had been his firt voyage. They failed at dawn of day
in very favourable and pleafant weather, = It was the be-
ginning of September, and a light and fleady breeze,
though not properly fair, promifed a fhort and agrecable
voyage; but it was not long before it tarned frefh and
cold ; a violent fhower of hail came-on, and the clouds
were gathering as if for thunder. Mr. Bruce obferved
that they gained no offing, and hoped, if the weather
turned bad, to perfuade the captain to put into Bengazi,
for one inconvenience he prefently difcovered, that they

bad not provifion aa board for one day. -
' he-
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The wind, however, became contrary, and blew a
violent ftorm. 'The vellel being in her “trim with large
latine fails, fell violently to’lceward, and they fcarce
had weathered the cape that makes the entrance into
the harbour of Bengazi, which is a very bad one,
when all at once it ftruck upon a funken rock, and feem-
ed to be fet down uponit. The wind at that inftant
feemsd providentialiy to calm; but our traveller no
fooner obferved ihe {hip had firuck, than he began to
_think of his cwn f{ituation, They were not far from
fhore, but there was an exceeding grear {well at fei.
Two boats were ftill towed altern of them, and had not
been hoifted in. Roger M'Cormack, Mr. Bruce's Irith
fervant, had been a failor on board the Monarch belore
ke deferted to the Spanifh fervice. He and the other,
who had likewife been a failor, prefently unlafhed the
largeft boat, and all three gor down into her, ﬁx!l_owed
by a multtude of peaple whom they could not hinder,
and there was, indeed, fomething that bordered on
gruclty, in preventing poor people from ufing the fame
means that they had done: for preferving their lives.
The moft that could be done was, to get loofe from: the
fhip us [oon as poflible, and two oars were prepared tor
row the boat athore, Qur traveller had firipped him-
{1f 10 a thort under-waiftcoat and linen drawers; a filk |
fafh, or girdle, was wrapt round him; a pencil, fmall
pocket-book, and watch, were in the breaft-pocket of
his waiflcoat ;. two Moorith and two Englifth fervants
followed him ; the reft more wife remained on board.

They were not twice the length of the boat from the
veflel, before a wave very nearly filled the boat. A howl
of defpair from thofe that were in her fhewed their
helplefs ftate, and that they were confeious of a danger
they could not than.  Mr. Bruce faw the fate of all wag
to be decided by'the very next wave that was rolling
in ; and apprehenfive that fome woman, child, or Lelp-
lefs man would lay hold of him, and entangle his arns
or legs, and weigh him.down, he cried to his fervants,
l)(}t]l in Arabic and F.ngllﬂl,, - We are all I.U&; if you
cun fwim, follow me ;" he then let himfelf down in the
face of the wave, Whetherthat, or the next, filled the
buat, he knows not, as he went to leeward to make his

B.4, diflance
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diftance as greatas poffible. He was a good, firong. and
pradtifed fwimmer, in the flower of life, full of health,
trained to exercife and fatigue of every kind. Al this,
however, which might have availed much in deep water,
was not fufficient when he came to the furf, He re-
ceived a violent blow upon his breaft from the eddy
wave and reflux, which feemed as given him by a laige
branch of a tree, thick cord, or fome elaftic weapon,
1t threw him upon his back, made him fwallow a con-
fiderable quantity of water, and had then almoft fuffo-
cated him.

Our traveller avoided the next wave, by dipping his
head, and letting it pafs over, but found Limlelf hreath-
lefs, exceedingly weary and exhaufted. ‘The land, howa
evey, was before him, and clofe at hand, A large wave
floated him up. He had the profpeft of efcape itill
nearer, and endeavoured to prevent himfelf from goin
back into the furf. His heart was flrong, but ftrengt
was apparently failing, by being inveluntary twilfed
about, and firuck on the face and breaft by the violence
© of the ebbing wave: it now feemed as if nothing re-

mained but to give ug the ﬂru%gli:. and refign to his

deftiny. Before he did “this, he funk to found if he
could touch the ground, and found that he reached the
{and with his fect, though the watcr was fill rather
deeper than his mouth., The fuccefs of this experiment
infufed into him the ftrength of ten men, and he firove
manfully, taking advantage of floating unly with the
influx of the wave, and preferving his ftrength for the
ftruggle again{l the ebb, which, by finking and touching
the ground, henow made mere ealy, At laft, finding
his hands and kriees upon the fands, he fixed his nails
into it, and obftinately refifted being carried back atall,’
crawling a few feet when the fea had getired. He had

ifectly loft his recolleftion and underflanding, and
after creeping fo far as to be out of the reach of the fea,
he fuppol{?s he fainted, for from tha: time he was totally
infenfible of every furrounding objeét.

In this critical fituation, the Arabs, who live two
fhort miles from the fhore, came down in crowds to
plunder the veflel. One of the boats was thrown afhore,
there was one yet with the wreck, which fearcely ap-

peared
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peared with its gunnel above water, and every moment
feemed ready to fink. All the people were now taken
on fhore, and thofe only loit who perithed in the boat.
What firft wakened Mr. Bruce from this femblance of
death, was a blow with the butt-end of a lance, thod
with iron, upon the juncture of the neck with the back-
bone. This produced a violent fenfation of pain; but
it was a mere accident the blow was not with the point,
for the fmall, fhort waiftcoat, which had been made at
Algiers, the {ath and drawers, all in the Turkifh fathiomn,
made the Arabs believe that he was a Turk ; and after
many blows, kicks, and curfes, they ftript him of the
little cloathing he had, and left him naked. They ufed
the reft in the fame manner, and then went to. their boats
to look for the drowned bodies. :

After having received this difcipline, he had walked,
or crawled up among fome white, fandy hillocks, where
he fat down and concealed himfelf as much as poffible.
The weather was then warm, but the evening promifed
to be cooler, and it was faft drawing on; there was.
great danger to be apprehended if he approached the
tents where the women were while he was naked, for
in this cafe it was very probable he would receive ano~
ther baftinado fomething worfe than the firft.  Still he
was fo confufed that he had not recollefted he could
fpeak to them in their own language, and it now only
came into his mind, that by the gibberith, in imitation
of Terkifh, which the Arab had uttered to him while
he was beating and f{tripping him, he took him for a.
Turk, and to. this mﬂ{)akc he probably owed his ill
treactment.

An elderly looking man and a number of young
Arabs came up to him where he was fitting. He gave
them the falute Selam Alicum | which was only returned
by one young man, in a tone as if he wondered at his
impudence. The old man then alked him, whether he
was a Turk, and what he had to do there ? He replied
he was noTurk, but a poor Chriftian. phyfician, a Der-
vifh that went about the werld {eeking to do good for
God's fake, was then flying from famine, and going to
Greeee to getbread,  He then afked him if he was a
Cretan ! He faid, he had never been in Crete, but eame

Bs from
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from Tunis, and was retuining to that tcwn, having
loft every thing ke had in the fhipwreck of that veflel.
He {2id this in fo defpairing a tone, that there was no
doubt left with the Arab that the fact was true. A rag-
ged, dirty baracan was immediately thrown over him,
and he was ordered up to a tent, in the end of which
ftocd a long fpear thruft through it, the Arabian mark
of fovereign diftinttion.

The Shekh of the tribe, who being in peace with
the Bey of Bengazi, and alfo with the Shekh of Ptolo-
meta, after many queflions, ordered our traveller a
plentiful fupper, of which all his fervants partook, none
of them having perithed. A multitude of confultations
followed on their complaints, of which he freed himfelf
in the beft manner he could, alledging the lofs of all his
medicines,

After ftaying two days among them, the Shekh re-
{ftored to them all that had been taken from them, and:
mounting them upon camels, and giving them a con-
dnétor; he forwarded them to Bengazi, where they arriv-
ed the fecond day in the evening.. From thence he fent-
a cempliment to the Shekh, and with it 2 man from the
Bey, intreating that he would ufe all' pofiible means to-
filh up fome of his cafes, for which he affured him he-
fhould not mifs a- handfome reward. Promifes and:
thanks were returned, but Mr. Bruce never heard fur-
ther of ‘his inftruments ; all he recovered was a filver
watch of Ellicot, the work of which had been taken out:
and broken, fome pencils and a fmall port-folio, in which
were fketches of Prolemeta; his pocket-book too was
found, but his pencil was loft, being in a common filver
cafe, -and with them all the aftronomical obfervations
which he had made in Barbary. He there loft a fex-
tant, a paralladiic inftrument, a time-piece, a refleéting.
telefcope, an achromatic one, with many drawings, a
copy of M. de la Caille’s ephemerides down to the year
1775, much to be regretied, as being full of manufeript
marginal notes; a fmall camera obfcura, fome guns,
piftols, a bluderbufs, and feveral other articies, ot lefs
value.

At Bengazi Mr. Bruce found a fmall French floop,
the mafter of which bad been often at Algiers when he

: : was
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was conful there. He had even, as the mafter remember-
ed, done him fome little fervice, for which, contrary to-
the cuftom of that fort of people, he was very grateful.
He had come there laden with cern, and was going up
the Archipelago, or towards the Morea, for more.
The cargo he had brought was but a mire comparcd':q.
the neceflities of the place ; it only relieved the foldiers.
for a time, and many people of all ages and fexes were
ftill dying every day.
- Theharbour of Bengazi being full-of fith, Mr. Bruce’s.
company caught a great quantity with' a fmall net; they
likewife procured a multtude with the line, enough to
have maintained a larger number of perfons than the:
family confifled of ; they got vinegar, pepper, and a
quantity of onions; they had little bread it is true, but
ftill their induftry kept them. very far from- ftarving.
They endeavoured to inftruét thefe wretches, gave tl_lem
pack-thread and fome coarfe hooks, by which they might'
have fubfifted with the fmalleft attention and trouble ;.
but they would rather ftarve in multitudes, ftriving to
pick up fingle grains of corn, that were fcattered npon-
the beach by the burfting of the facks, or. the inattention.
of the mariners, than take the pains to watch one hour
at the flowing of the tide for excellent filh, where, aftc_r
taking one, they were fure of being mafters of multi-
tudes till it was flood tide. :
The captain of this little veflel loft no time.. He had
done his bofinefs well, and though he was returning for
another cargo, yet he cheerfully offered Mr. Bruce what:
part of his money he thould wanti They then failed.
with a fair wind, and in four or five days eafy weather
landed at Canea; a confiderable fortified place at the:
weit end of the ifland of Crete. Here our traveller was,
taken dangeroufly ill, occafioned By the bathing and ex-
traordinary exertions in the fea of Prolometa, nor was.
he in the leait the better from the beating he had rece v-
ed, of which he very long afterwards bore the marks,
From Canea he failed for Rhodes, and there met with-
his bocksy he then proceeded to Cafltelroffo; on the coaft
of Caramania, and was there credibly: informed that:
there were very magnificent remains of ancient build
Ings, & thort way from the fhore, on.the oppofite conti-
B o nent,
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nent. Caramania is a part of Afia Minor yet unex-
plored. But his illnefs encreafing, it was impoflible to
execute, or take any meafures to fecure prate&ion, or
do the bufinels fafely; fo he was forced to relinquifh
this difcovery to fome more fortunate traveller.

Mr. Bruce, during his flay at Canea, wrote by way
of France, and again while at Rhodes by way of Smys-
na, to particular friends both in London and France,
informing them of his difaftrous fituation, and defiring
them to fend him a moveable quadrant or fextant, as
near as poffible to two feet radius, more or lefs, a time-
keeper, ftop-watch, a 1efle@ing telefcope, and one of
Dolland’s achromatic ones, as near as pofiible to three-
feet refleCtors, with feveral other articles of which he
was then in much want.

Our traveller received from Paris and London much
about the fame time, and as if it had been diétated by
the fame perfon, nearly the fame anfwer,” which was
this, that every body was employed in making inftru-
ments for Danifh, Swedifh, and other foreign aftro-
nomers; that all thofe which were completed had been
bought up, and without waiting a confiderable, inde-
finite time, nothing could be had that could be depend.
ed upon.

_Mr. Bruce, finding himfelf much huzt by falfe reports
that had been raifed againft him in Europe, and feeing
himfelf fo treated in return for {fo complete a journey as
he had then adtually terminated, thought it below him
to facrifice the beit years of his life to daily pain and
danger, when the impreflion it made in the breafts of
his-countrymen feemed to be fo weak, {o infinitely un-
worthy of them or him. . One thing only detained him
from returning home; it was his defire of fulfilling his
promife to his Sovereign, and of adding the ruins of
Palmyra to thofe of Africa, already fecured and out of

anger.

I§erhe firft glow of his refentments, he renounced all
thoughts of the attempt to difcover the fources of the
Nile, and he repeated his orders no more for either
quadrant, telefcope, or time-keeper. He had pencils
and r; and luckily his large camera obfcura,
whicﬁ’a Eea[d efcaped the cataftrophe of Prolometa, was
arrived
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artived from Smyrna. He therefore began to look
about for the means of obtaining feafible and fafe me-
thods of repeating the famous journey to Palmyra.

From Smyrna, Mr. Bruce went to Tripoli in Syria,.
and thence to- Haiffia. From thence he would haye
gone fouthward to Balbec, but it was then befieged by
Emir Youfef prince of the Drufes, a Pagan nation,
living upon mount Libanus. Upon that he returned
to Tripoli, in Syria, and after fome time fet out for
Aleppo, travelling northward along the plain of Jeune,
* betwixt mount Lebanen and the fea. He vifited the
ancient Byblus, and bathed with pleafure in the river
Adonis. ~All here is claffic ground. He faw feveral
confiderable ruins of Grecian architeéture all very much:
defaced.

He paffed Latikea, and then came to Aatioch, and
afterwards to Aleppo. The fever and ague, which he
had firft caught in his cold bath at Bengazi, had re-
turned upon him with great violence, after pafling one -
night encamped in the mulbery gardens behind Sidon.
h%uad returned in very flight paroxy{ms {everal times,
but laid hold of him with more than ordinary violence
on his arrival at Aleppo, where he came juft in time to
the houfe of Mr. Belville, a French merchant, to
whom he was addrefled for his credit. Had it not been
for the kind attention and-kilful advice he here met
with, it is probable his travels would have ended at
Aleppo.

Mr. Bruee, having perfe@ly recovered his health,
began to think of his journey to Palmyra. He fet
out at atime appointed for Hamath, where he found
his conduétor, and proceeded to Haffia. The river
which pafles through the plains where they culti-
vate their beft tobacco, isthe Orontes; it was fo {wol~
len with rain, which had fallen in the mountains,
that the ford was no longer vifible. Stopping at two
milerable huts inhabited by a bafe fet called Tur-
comans, our traveller alked the mafter of one of them
to ‘fhew him the ford, which he very readily under-
took to de, and Mr. Bruce went, for the length of
fome yards, on rough, -but very hard and folid ground.
T'he current before him was, however, o violent, that

he
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he had more than once a defire to turn back, but, not
fufpecting any thing, he continued, when on a fudden,
both he and his horfe fell ous of their depth into the
river.

Our traveller had a rifled gun flung acrofs his fhould-
er, with a buff belt and fwivel.. Aslong as that held, it
fo embarraffed his hands and legs that he could noe
fivim, and muft have funk 5 but luckily the fwvivel gave
way, the gun fell to the bottom of the river, and was
picked up in dry weather by order of the batha, at the
defire of the French merchants, who kept it for a reliét.:
He and his horfe fwan feparately athore; at a {mall
diftance from thence was a caphar, or turnpike, to which,
when he came to dry himfelf, the man told him, that
the place where he had crofled was the remains of a ftone
bridge now entirely carried away ; where he had firit en-
tered was oneof the wings of the bridge, from which he
had fallen into the fpace the firft arch occupied, one of
the deepeft parts of the river; that the people who had.
mifguided him were an infamous fet of banditd, and
that he might be thankful, on many accounts, that he
had ‘made fuch an efcape from them, and was now on
the oppofite fide. He then prevailed on the caphar
man to fhew his fervants the right ford.

From Haffia they proceeded with their conduttor to.
Cariateen, where, an old man on horfe back, one from
the Mowalli, and another trom the Anney tribe, ac-
companied them to Palmyra: the tribes gave them ca-
mels for more commodicus travelling, and they pafled
the defert between Cariateen and Palmyra in a day and
two nights, going conftantly without fleeping.

Tuit before they came in [ight of the ruins, they afe.
cended a hill of white gritty ftone, in a very narrow,.
winding road, fuch as is called a pafs, and, when ar-.
rived at the ‘top, there opencd before them the moft
aftonifhing, flupendous ﬁgill‘ that perhaps ever appeared
to mortal eyes. The whole plain below, which was
very extenfive, was covered fo thick with magnificent:
buildings as that the one feemed to touch the other, all
of fine proportions, all of agreeable forms, all compofed

of white flones, which at that diftance appeared like
marble..
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marble. At the end of it ftood the palace of the fun, =
building worthy to clofe fo magnificent a.{cene. :

Mr. Bruce had no intention to publith any thing
concerning Palmyra, as Mr. Wood had already done
femething of that kind; befides, he thought it would
have been a violation of. his firlt principle not to inter-
fere with the labours of others; and if this was a rule-
he inviolably cobferved as to ftrangers, every fentiment
of reafon and gratitude obliged him to pay the {fame re—
{pect to.the labours of his friend Mr. Wood..

Before their departure from Palmyra, he obferved its
Jatitude with a Hadley’s quadrant from refleétion.  The
inftrament had probably warped in carriage, as the in-
dex went unplealantly, and as it were by ftarts, fo thq.t he
does not pretend to give this for an exaét obfervation ;
yet, after all the care he could take, he only apprehend-
ed that 33° §8” for the lautude of Palmyra, would be
nearer the truth than any other. Again, that the dif-
tance from the coalt in a ftraight line being 160 miles,,
and that remarkable mountainous cape on the coaft of
Syria, between Byblus and Tripoli, known by the
name of Theoprofopon, being nearly due weft, or un-
der the fame parallel with Palmyra, he eonceived the
longitude of that city to be nearly 379 ¢” from the ob-
{ervatory of Greenwich.

Mr. Bruce proceeded from Palmyra to Balbec, dif-
tant about 130 miles, and arrived the fame day that
Emir Youfef had reduced the town and fettled the go-
verment, and was decamping from it on his retura
home.. This was the luckiet moment poflible for our
traveller, as he was the Emir’s friend, and had obtained
liberty to do there what he pleafed ; and to this indul-
gence was added the great convenience of the Emir’s ab-
fence, fo that he was not troubled by the obfervance of
any court-cercmony or attendaince, or teazed with im-
pertinent queftions. .

Balbec is pleafantly fituated in a plain on the welt of
Anti Libanus, is fincly watered, and abounds in gar-
dens. 1t is about fifty miles from Haflia, and about
thirty from the neareft fea-coaft, which is the fituation
of the ancient Byblus, ‘I'he interior of the great temple

of



eb FN'TREG DU CTLION

of Balbec; fuppofed to be that of the fun, furpafles any .
_thing at Palmyra.

Paffing by Tyre, from ecuriofity only, Mr. Bruce,
came to be a mournful witnefs of the truth of that pro-
phecy, that Tyre; the queen of nations, fhould be a
rock for fithers to dry their nets on. Two wretched
fithermen, with miferable nets, having juft given over
their occupatien with very little fuccefs, he engaged
them, at the expence of their nets, to drag in thofe
places where they faid fhell-fih might be caught, in
hopes to have bronght out one of the famous purple-fith.
He did not fucceed, but in this he fuppofes he was as
lutky as the old fithers had ever been. The purple fifh
at Tyre {eems to have been only a concealment of their
knowledge of cochineal, as, had. they depended upon
the fith for their dye, if the whole city of Tyre applied
to nothing elfe but fithing, they would not have colour-
ed twenty yards of cloth in a year. Much fatigued, but
fatisfied beyond meafure with what he had feen our tra-

" veller arrives at Sidon in good health.

We have now accompanied Mr. Bruce to Sidon, from
whence he fet out on his difcovery of the Source of the
Nile, and which forms the fubjett of the following
theets.

TRAVELS
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TG DISCOYVER

The :SOURCE of the NILE;

BOOK IL

The Authar's Travels in Egypt—Vaoyage in the Red Sea,.
’ till bis drrival at Mafuah.

R. BRUCE failed from Sidon, on the 15th of
June, 1768, bound for the Ifland of Cyprus, the
wind,being favourable, and the weather clear and hot:

On the 16th at dawn of day, our traveller faw a high
hill, which from its particular form, defcribed by Strabo,
he took for Mount Slyln_pus. It is very fingular, that
Cyprus fhould be fo long undifcovered ; fhips had been
ufed’in the Mediterranean 1700,ycars before Chrift ; yet,
though only a day’s failing from the Continent of Afia
on the north and eaft, and little more from that of Africa
on the fouth, it was not known 2t the building of Tyre,
a little before the Trojan war, that is, foo years after
thips had been pafling to and fro in the furrounding
feas.

A great many medals, though very few of them good,
are dug up in Cyprus; filver ones, of very excellent
workmanthip, are found near Paphos, of very little value
in the eyes of Antiquarians, being chiefly of towns, of
the {ize of thofe found at Crete and Rhodes, and all the
ifands of the Archipelago. Intaglios there are fome

few,
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few, part in very excellent Greek ftyle, and generally:
upon better flones than ufual in the iflands.

On the 17th of June they left Lein‘ca, about four
o’clock in the afterncen, and onthe 1 8th, a litte before
rwelve o’¢lock, a very freih and favourable brecze came
from the N. W. and they pointed their prow direély,
as they thought, upon Alexandria..

The 2oth of June, carly in the morning, our traveller
had a diftant profpeé of Alexandria rifing from the fea,
On the firlt view of the city, the mixture of old moay-
ments, fuchas the Column of Pomypey, with the high

corifh towers and fteeples, raife our expedtations of the
eonfequence of the ruins we are to find ; bot the moment
we are in port, the illufion ends, and we diftinguifh the
unmenfe Herculean works of aneient times, now few in:
number, from the ill-imagined, ill-conftruéted, and im-
perfect buildings, of the feveral barbarcus mafters of
Alexandria in later ages. There are two ports, the Old
and the New, which are by no means {afe, as many vef-
fels are frequently loft while riding at anchor.

Alexandria has been often taken fince the time of Cz-
far. It was at Jalt deftroyed By the Venetians and Cy-

riots, upon, or rather afier the releafe of St. T.ewis.—
"The building of the prefent gates and walls, which fome
have thought to be antique, does not {eem earlief than
the laft reftoration in the 13th century. Some parts of!
the gates and walls may be of older date; (and probably.
were thoft of the laft Caliphs before Salidan) but, except.
thefe, and the pieces of columns which he horizontal.
ly in different parts of the wall, every thing elfe is appa-
rently of very late times, and the work has been hud-
dled togetherin great hafte. There is nothing beautiful,
or plcaﬁant in the prefent Alexandria, but a handfome
ftreet of modera houfes, where a very alive and intelli-
ent number of merchants [ive upen the miftrable rem-
nants of that trade, which made its glory in the firft
times.. It is thinly inhabited, and thereis a tradition.
among the natives, that, moze than onee, it has been in
agitation to abandon it altsgether, and retire to Rolet-
to. or Cairo, but that they have been withheld by the
epinion of divers faints from Arabia, who have affured.
them, that Mecca being defiroyed, (as it muft be as they-
think.
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think by the Ruflians) Alexandria is then to become the
huly place, and that Mahomet's body is to be traufporied
thither.

On Mr, Bruce's arrival at Alexandria, Le found that
the plague had raged in that city and neighbourhood
from the beginning of March, and that two days only
before their arrival, people had begun to open their
houles and communicate with cach other ; but it was no
matter, $t. John’s day was pajt, the miraculous nuéta, or
dew, had fallen, and every body went about their ordi-
nary bufinefs in fafety, and without fsar. Here Mr.
Bruce received hi: inftruments, and found them in good
condition.

Qur travelier being now prepared for any enterprife,
he left with eagernels the thread-bare enquiries iato the
meagre remains of this once-famous capital of Kgvpt.—
The journey to Rofetto is always performed by land, as
the mouth of the branch of the Nile leading to Rofetto,
called the Bogaz. is very.thallow and dangerous to pafls,
and often tedious ; befides, nobody wifhes to be a part-
ner forany time in a voyage with Eg, ptian failors, if be

‘can poflibly avoid it.  The journey by land is alfo re-
puted dangerous, and people travel burdened with arms,
which they are determined never to ufe.

All Egypt is full of deep duft and fand, from the be-
ginning OfPMarcl\ to the firfh of the inundation. Iris
this fine powder and fand, raifed and loofened by the
Lieat of the fun, and want of dew, and not being tied
fafl, as it were, by any root or vegetation, wh ch the
Nile carries off with it: and buries in tre fea, and which
many ignorantly fuppofc comes from Abyflinia, where
every river runs in a bed of rock.  When you leave.the
fca, you firike off nearly at right angles, and_purfue your
journey to the eaftward. Here heaps of ftope and trunks
of pillars are fet up to guide you in your road, through
moving fands, which ftand in hillocks, in proper direc-
tions, and which conduft you fafely to Roferto, fur-
rounded on one fide by thefe hills of fand, which feem
ready tocover it. ’

Refetto is upon that branch of the Nile which was
calied the Bolbuttic Branch, and is about four miles
irom the fea, Itisalarge, clean, neat town, or village,

Ui‘(.‘llu
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upon the eaftern fide of the Nile. Tt is about three miles
long, much frequented by ftudious and religious Maho-
metans ; among thefe too are aconfiderable number of
merchants, it being the entrepot between Cairoand A-
lexandria, and vice werfa ; here too the merchants have
their factors, who fuperintend and watch over the mer-
chandife which pafles the Bogaz to and from Cairo.—
There are many gardens, and much verdure, about Ro-
fetto ; the ground is low, and retains long the moifture
it imbibes from the overflowing of the Nile. Here alfo
are fnany curious plants and flowers brought from differ-
ent countries.

On the 30th of Juue, Mr. Bruce embarked for Caivo.
There are wonderful tales told at Alexandria as well as
at Cairo, of the,danger of pafling over the defert to Ro-
fetto. After youembark on the Nile in your way to Cai-
ro; you hear of pilots, and mafters of veflels, who land:
you among' robbers to ftare’ your plunder, and twenty
fuch like ftories, all of them of old date, and which per-
haps happened-long ago, or never happened atall.  Bat

rovided the government of Cairo is fettled, and you do
not land at villages in ftrife with each other, {in which
cirenmftaaces no perfoa of any nation is fafe) yon muft
be very unfortunate indeed, if any great accident befal
you between Alexandria and Cairo.

They arrived at Cairo in the beginning of July, re-
commended to the very hofpitable houfe of Julian and
Bertran, to whom Mr. Bruce imparted his refolution of

urfuing his journey to Abyffinia, The wildnefs of the
intention feemed to ftrike them greatly, on which ac-
count they endeavoured: all they could to perfuade him.
againtt ir, but, feeing him refolved, they offered kindly
their moft effetual fervices. :

That part of Cairo, in which the French are fettled,
is exceedingly commodious, and fit for retirement. It
eonfifts of one leng ftieet, where all the merchants of that-
nation live together. It is fhut ar ore end, by large gates,.
where there is a guard, and thefe are kept conftantly
elofe in the time of the plagne. At the otherend isia,
Inrge garden tolerably kept, in which there are féveral:
pleafant walks and feats ; all the enjoyment that Chrik
tians can hope for; among this vile people, reduces itfsif

to
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to-peace, and quiet; nobody feeks for more. Thereare,
however, wicked emiflaries who are conftantly employ-
ed by threats, lies, and extravagant demands, to torinent
them, and keep them from enjoying that repofe, which
would content them inftead ot treedom, and more {olid
happinefs, in therr own country,

There are perhaps four hundred inhabitants in Cairo,
who have abfolute power, and adminifter what they
«call juitice, in their own way, and according to their
own views. But fortunately, in Mr. Bruce's time,
this many-headed monfter was no more, there was but
one Ali Bey, and there was neither inferior nor {uperior’
jurifdition exercifed, but by his officers only. This
happy ftate did not laft long. In order to be a Bey,
the perfon muft have been a flave, and bought for mo-
ney, at a market. Every Bey has a great number of
fervants, flaves to him, as he was to others before;
thefe are his guards, and thefe he promotes to places in
his lioufehold, according as they are qualified. "

It is very extraordinary, to find a race of men in
power, all'agree to leave their fuccefion to frangers,
in preference to their own children, for a number cof a-

es ; and that no one {hould ever have attempted to make
ﬁis fon fucceed him, either in dignity or eftate, in pre-
ference to a flave, whom he has bought for money like
a.beaft,

The inftant that Mr. Bruce arrived at Cairo was per-
haps the only one in which he ever could have been al-
lowed, fingle and unproteéted as he was, to have made
his intended journey. Ali Bey, lately known in Et.
rope by various narratives of the laft tranfactions of his
life, after having undergone many changes of fortune,
and been banithed by his rivals from his capital, at laft
had enjoyed the fatisfaction of a return, and of making
himfelf abfolute in Cairo.

After a variety of circum(lances of little confequence
to the reader, Mr. Bruce was admitted to an audience of
the Bey. He was a much younger man than he had
conceived him to be; he was {itting upon a large fofa,
covered with crimfon cloth of gold ; his turban, his gir-
dle, and the head of his dagger, all thick covered with
fae brilliants ; one in his turban, that ferved to fupport

a fprig
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a {prig of brilliants alfo, was among the Jargeft Mr,
Bruce had ever feen. Lhe Béy entered into difcourfe
with him concernirg the Ruflian and Turkifh war, and
converfed fome time with him on that fubjett.

Two or three nights afterwards the Bey.fent for him
again. It was near eleven o'clock before he got admit-
tance to him.  He met the janiflary Aga going out from
him, and a number cf feldiers at the door. As Mr.
Bruce did not know him, ke paflfed him, without cere-
meny, which is not ufi:al for any perfonto do.. When-
ever he mounts on herleback, as he was then juft going
to do, hie has abfolute power of life and death, without
appeal, all over Cairo and its neighbourhood.

He {topt our traveller juft at the threfhold, and afked
one of the Bey's people who he was ? and was anfwered,
« It is Hakim Englefe,” the Englith philofopher, or
phyfician. He afked Mr. Bruce in Turkifh, 1 a very
polite n.anner, if he would come and fee him, for he
was not well # Heanfwered him in Arabic’ ¢ Yes, when-
ever he pleaed, but could not then flay, as he had re-
ceived a meffage that the Bey was waiting.”  He replied
in Arabic, “* No, no; go, for God's fake go ; any time
will do for me.”
~ 'The Bey was fitting, leaning forward, with a wax ta-

er in one hand, and reading a fmall flip of paper, which
he held clofe to his face. He feemed to have little light,
or weak eyes ; no body was near him : his people. had
been all difmifled, or were following the janiflary Aga
ouf,
He did not feem to obferve Mr. Bruce till he was clofe
vpon him, and ftarted when he faid, ¢ Salem.”” He told
him he cameupon his meffage.  He faid, ** I thank you,
did I fend for you I and without giving him leave to
reply, went on, “ O true, I did fo,” and fell to readin
his paper again, After this was over, he complainci
that he had been ill, that he vomitted immediately after
dinner, though he eat moderately ; that his ftomach was
not yet fettled, and was afraid fomething had been given
him to do him mifchief. -

Qur traveller felt his pulfe, which was low and weak ;
but very little feverifh.  He defired he would order his
people to look if his meat was drefled in copper properly

tinned;
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tinned ; he affured him he was in no danger, and infi-
nuated that he-thought he had been guilty of fome ex—
«<els before dinner; at which he finiled, and faid to dne
who was ftanding by, < Afrite | Afrite!"” he is a devil !
he is a devil!  Mr. Broce faid, If your ftomach is real-
1y enenfy from what you have ate, warm f{ome water,
and, it you pleafe, putalictle green tea into it, and drink
it till it makes you vomit gently, and that will give yoa
«eafe ; after which youn may take a difh of ftrong coffee,
and go to bed, or a glafs of fpires, 1f you have any that
are good,

As Mr. Bruces favour with the Bey was now eftablifh-
«ed by frequent interviews, he thouzht of leaving his fo-
litary manfion at the convent. He delired Mr. Rifk,
the Bey's {ecretary, toprocure his preremptory letters of
rTecommendation to Shekh Haman, to the governor of
Syene, Ibrim, and Deir, in upper Egpyt. He precured
alfo the fame from the janiflaries, to thefe three laft
places, as their garrifons are from that body at Cairo,
‘which they call their Port, He had alfo letiers from Al
Bey, to the Bey of Suez, to the Sherriffe of Mecca, to
the Naybe (fo they call the Sovercign) of Mafuah, and
‘to the King of Sennaar, and his minitter for the time
'beil.] .

H's:wing obtained all his letters and difpatches, as well
from the patriarch as from the Bey, he fet about prepar-
ing for his journey.

On the other fide of the Nile, fiom Cairo, is Geeza;ard
about eleven miles beyond this are the pyramids, called
the Pyramids of Geeza, the defeription of which is in
every body’s hands. Engravings o%thcm had been pub-
lithed in England, with plans of them upon a large
dcale, two years before Mr. Bruce came into Egvpt,
and were fhewn himn by Mr. Davidfon, conful of Nice,
whofe drawings they were. He it was too that difco-
vered the fmall chamber above the landing-place, after
you alcend through the long gallery of the great Pyra-
mid on your left hand, and he left the ladder by which
' he afcended, for the fatisfa@tion of other travellers.
. But there is nothing in the chamber further worthy of
! notice, than its having efcaped difcovery fo many ages.
It
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It is very fingular, that for fuch a time as thefé Py—
ramids have been known, travellers were content rather
to follow the report of the ancients, than to make ufe
of their own eyes; yet it has beén a conftant belief, that
the ftones compofing thefe Pyramids have been brought
fromthe Libyanmountains, though any one whowill take
the pains to remove the {and on the fouth fide, will find
the folid rock there hewn into fteps. In the roof of the
large chamber, where the Sarcophagus ftands, as alfo in
the top of the roof of the gallery, as you goupinto that
chamber, you fee large fragments of the rock, affording
an unanfwerable proof, that thofe Pyramids were.once
huge rocks, ftanding where they now are; that fome of
them, the moft proper from their form, were chofen for
the body of the IE;ramid, and the others hewn into
fteps, to ferve for the fuperfiru€ture, and the exterior
parts of them, :

Mr. Bruce, having now provided every thing necef-
fary, and taken rather a melancholy leave of his very
indulgent friends, who had great apprehenfions that
he and his companions would never return; and fearing
that their ftay till'the very exceflive heats were paft,
might invplve them in another difficulty, thatof mifling
the Etefian winds, they fecured a boat to carry them to
Furfhout, the refidence of Hamam, the Shekh of Upper
Egypt.

t"l'l[)is fort of veflel is called a Canja, and is one of the
moft commodious ufed on any river, being fafe, and ex-
peditious at the fame time, though at firft fight it has
a ftrong appearance of danger. That on which they
embarked was about 100 feet from ftern to ftem, with
two mafts, main and foremaft, and two monftrous La-
#ire {ails, the main-fail yard being about zo0 feet in
length. .

A certain kind of robber, peculiar to the Nile, is
conftantly on the watch to rob boats, in which they
fuppofe the crew arc off their guard. They generally
approach the boat when it is calm, either fwimming
under water, or when it is dark, upon goat {kins; after
which they mount with the utmoft filence, and take
away whatever they can lay their hands on. They are
not very fond, it fecms, of meddling with "veflels

whereon
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whereon they fee Franks, or Europeans, becaufe by
them fome have been wounded with fire-arms.  Lhe at-
tempts are generally made when you are at anchor, or
utider weigh, at night, in very moderate weather; but
oftencft when you are falling down the ftream without
mafts;  for it requires firength, vigour, and {kill, to
et ahoard a vellel going before a brifk wind ; though
indeed they are abundantly provided with all thefe
requifites, ;

L; was the 12th of December when they embarked on
the Nile at Bulac, on board the Canja. At firft they
had the precaution to apply to their friend Riik con-
cerning their captain Hagi Haflan Abou Cuffi, and
they obliged him to give his fon Mahomet in fccurity
for his behaviour towards them. There was nothing fo
much they defired as to be at fome diftance from Cairo
on their voyage. In civility and extortion are always
the confequence in this deteftable when you are about
to leave it.

The wind being contrary, they were.obliged to Z.Id-
vance againit the itream, by having the beat drawn with
a rope.. They advanced a few miles to two convents of
Cophts, called Deiretcen. Here they ftopped to pafs
the night, having had a fine view of the Pyramids of
Geeza and Saccara, and being then in fight of a pro-
digious number of others built of white clay, and
ftretching far into the defert to the fouth-weft. Two
of thefe {feemed full as large as thofe that are called the
Pyramids of Geeza. One of them was of a very ex-
traordinary form ; it feemed as if it had been intended at
firlt to be a very large one, but that the builder’s heart
or means had failed him, and that he had brought it to
a very mifhapen difproportioned head at laft.

On the fide of the Nile, oppofite to their boat, a
little farther to the fouth, was a tribe of Arabs en—
camped. Thefe were fubjeét to Cairo, or were then at
{aencc with its government. They are called Howadat,
eing 2 part of the Atouni, a large tribe that poffefles
the Ifthimus of Suez, and from that go up between the
Red Sea and the mountains that bound the ealt part of
the Valley of Egypt. They reach to the length of
Coffeir, where they border upon another large tribe

(& called
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called Ababdé, which extends from thence up into Nu.
bia. Both thefe are what were anciently called Shep
herds, and are conflantly at war with each other.

Mr. Bruce now bargained with the Shekh of the
Howadat to furnifh him with horfes to go to Metrahen-
ny, or Mohannan, where once he faid Mimf had ftood,
a large city, the capital of all Egypt. All this was ex-
ecuted with great fuccefs. Early in the moming the
Shekh of the Howadat had pafled at Miniel, where
there is a ferry, the Nile being very deep, and attended
our traveller with five horfemen and a fpare horfe for
himfelf, at Metrahenny, fouth of Miniel, where there
is a great plantation of palm-trees,

On the 13th, in the morning about eight o’clock,
our travellers let out their vaft fails, and pafled a very
confiderable village called Turra, on the caft fide of the
river, and Sheklh Atman, a fmall village, confifting of
about thirty houfes, on the weit.

The Nile here is about a quarter of a mile broad ;
and there cannot be the fmalleft doubt, in any perfon
difpofed to be wonvinced, that this is by very far the
narrowett part of Egypt yet feen ; for it is certainly lefs
than half-a-mile between the foot of the {mountain and
the Libyan fhore.

Having gained the weftern edge of the palm-trees at
Mohannan, our travellers had a fair view of the Pyra-
mids at Geeza, which lie in a direQion nearly S. W,
They faw three large granite pillars S. W. of Mohan-
nan, and a piece of a broken cheft or ciftern of granite;
but no obelifks, or ftones with hieroglyphics, and they
thought the greateft part of the ruins feemed to point
that way, or more foutherly.

Thefe, their conduétor faid, were the ruins of MimF, the
ancient feat of the Pharachs Kings of Egypt, that there
was another Mimf, far down in the Delta, by which he
meant Menouf, below Terane and Batn el Baccara.

Mr. Bruce, perceiving now that he could get no
further intc]ligcm:c, ceturned with his kind guide,
whom be gratified for his pains, and they parted con-
tent with cach other.

All the people in the date villages feemed to be of a
yellower and more fick-like colour, thanany our tl!Ifa.

veller
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vc!kr had ever feen; befides, they had an inanimate,
dejected, grave countenance, and feemed rather to a-
void, than with for any converfation,

It was near four o’clock in the afretnoon when they
returned to their boatmen. By the way they met one
of their Moors, who told them, that they had drawn up
the boat oppofite to the northern point of the palm-trees
of Metrahenny.

The wind was fair and frefh, rather a little on theie
beam ; when, in great {pirits, they hoifted their, main
and fore-{ails, leaving the point of Metrahenny. They
faw the Pyramids of Saccara ftill S. W. of them ; feveral.
villages on both fides of the river, but very poor and
miferable ; part of the ground on the eaft fide had been
overflowed, yet was not fown ; a proof of the oppref~
fion and diftrefs the hufbandman f{uffers in the neigh-
bourhood of Cairo, by the avarice and difagreement of
the different officers of that motly “incomprehenfible
government. * y

After failing about two miles, they faw three mem
fithing in"a very éxtraordimary manner and fituation.
They were on a raft of palm hranches, fupported on a
{float of clay jars, made faft together. The form was
triangular, like the face of a Pyramid; two men, each
provided with a cafting net, ftood at the two corners,
and threw their net into the ftream together ; the third
ftood at the third corner, which was foremoft, and
threw his net the moment the other two drew theirs out
of the water. And this they repeated, in perfeét time,
and with furprifing regularity. The Rais thought our
travellers wanted to buy fifh, and letting go his main-
fail, ordered them on board with a great tone of fupe«
riority.

They were in 2 moment alongfide of them ; and one
of them came on board, lathing his miferable rafc to a
rope at their ftern. In recompence for their trouble
they gave them fome large pieces of tobacco, and this
tranfported them fo much, that they brought them a
bafket, of feveral different kinds of fifh, all {mall ; ex-
ccplinfg one laid on the top of the batket, which was
clear falmon coloured fith, filvered upon its fides, with
a {hade of blue upon its back. It weighed about 10 Ib.

Cz and
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and was moft excellent, being perfe@tly firm, and
white like a perch.  There are fome of this kind 70 Ib.
weight. Mr. Bruce examined their nets, they were ra-
ther of a fmaller circumference than our cafting nets in
England; the weight, as far as he could gu‘:fs'. ek
heavier in proporticn than ours, the thread that com-
ofed them being {maller. He could not fufficiently
admire their fuccefs, in a violent ftream of deep water,
fuch as the Nile; for the river was at leaft twelve feet
deep where they were fifhing, and the current very
ftrong. .

Thefe fifhers offered willingly to take Mr, Bruce upon
the raft to teach him ; but his curiofity went not fo far.
They faid their fithing was merely accidental, and in
courfe of their trade, which was felling thefe potter
earthen jars, which they got near Afhmounein ; and
after having carried the raft with them to Cairo, they
untie, fell them at the market, and carry the produce
home in money, or in neceflaries upon th.cir back. A
very poor ccconomical trade, but fufficient, as they
faid, from the carriage of crude materials, the mould-
ing, malking, and fending them to market, to Cairo
and to different places in the Delta, to afford occupation
to two thoufand men.

About two o’clock in the afternoon, they came to
the point of anifland ; there were feveral villages with
date trees on both fides of them; the ground was over-
flowed by the Nile, and cultivated. ‘The current was
very ftrong here. 'They then came to Halouan, an
ifland now divided into a number of {mall ones, by ca-
lifhes being cut through it, and, under different Arabic
names, they flill reach very far up the fiream. Mr.
Bruce landed to fee if there were remains of the olive
trec which Strabo fays grew here, but without fuccefs.
Our travellers imagined, however, that there had been
fiich a Tree ; becaufe oppofite to one of the divifions
into which this large ifland is broken, there was a vil-
lage called Zeitoon, or the Olive Tree.

“On the 15th of December, the weather being nearly
calin, they left the north end of the ifland 5 their courle
was du¢ fouth, the line‘of the river; and three miles

14 v farther
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farther they paffed Woodan, and a colle@ion of villa-
8¢s, all going by that name, upon the eaft.

The ground is all cultivated about this village, to the
foot of the mountains, which is not above four miles ;
but it is full eight on the weft all overflowed and fown,
"The Nile is here but fhallow, and narrow, not exceed-
ing a quarter of a mile broad, and three feet deep; ow-
ing, asis fuppoled, to the refiftance made by the ifland
in the middle of the current, and by abend it makes,
thus intercepting the fand brought down by the ftream.
The mountains here come down till within two miles
of Suf el Woodan, for fo the village is called. ‘They
were told there were fome ruins to the weftward of
this, but only rubbifh, neither arch nor column ftanding.

The wind fhll frefhening, they paffed by feveral vil-
lages on each.fide, all furrounded with palm-trees, ver-
dant and pleafant, but conveying an idea of famecnefs
and want of variety, fuch as every traveller muft have
fele who has failed in the placid, muddy, green-bank-
ed rivers in Holland. The Nile, however, is here
full a mile broad, the water deep, and the current
ftrong. The wind feemed to be exafperated by the
refiftance of the ftream, and blew frefh and fteadily,
as indeed it generally does where the current is vio-
lent.

They paffed with great velocity Nizelet Embarak,
Cubabac, Nizelet Omar, Racca Kibeer, then Racca
Seguier, and came in fight of Atfia, a large village
at fome diftance from the Nile; all the valley here
was green, the palm-groves beautiful, and the Nile
deep.  Still it was not the profpeé that pleafed ; for
the whole ground that was {own to ‘the fandy afcent
of the mountains, was but a narrow ftripe of three quar-
ters of a mile broad, and the monntains themfelves,
which here began to have a moderate degree of cleva-
tion, and which bounded this narrow valley, were
white, gritty, fandy, and uneven, and perfeltly defti-
tute of all manner of verdure,

They kept, as ufual, a very good watch all night
which paffed without difturbance. "Next day, thé
17th, was exceedingly hazy in the morning, though
it cleared about ten o’cl_f)ck. It was, however, fuf-

C3 ficient



30 SHAW’s ABRIDGEMENT OF

ficient to fhew the falfity of the obfervation of anm
author, who fays, that the Nile emits no fogs, and
in the courfe of the voyage they often faw other ex-
amples of the fallacy of this affertion.

The Pyramids, which had been on their right hand
at different diftances fince they paffed the Saccara, ter-
“minated here in one of a very fingular conftruction.
About two miles from the Nile, between Suf and
Woodan, there is a Pyramid, which at firft fight appears
all of a picce; itis of unbaked bricks, and perfectly en-
tire ; the inhabitants call it the falle Pyramid., The
lower part is a hill exaltly fhaped like a Pyramid for a
eonfiderable height,  Upon this is continued the fuper-
firu@ure in proportion till it terminates like a Pyramid
above; and, at a diftance, it would require a good eye
to difcern the difference, for the face of the ftone has a
great refemblance to clay, of which the Pyramids of the
Saccara are compofed. .

The 18th, about cight o'clock in the morning, thq&
Ercpbared to get on thetr way ; the wind was calm, an
iouth.

After pafiing Comadreedy, the Nile is again divided
‘by another fragment of the ifland, and inclines a little to

eweltward. On the eaft is the village Sidi Ali el Cou-
rani. It has enly two palm-trees belonging to it,and on
that account hath a deferted appearance ; gut the wheat
upon the banks was five inches high, and more advanced
than any they had feen. ‘The mountains on the eaft-
fide came down to the banks of the Nile, were bare,
‘white, and fandy, and there was on this lide no appear-
ance of villages. Th= river here is about a quarter of
a mile broad, or fomething more. It fhould feem it
was the Angyrorum Civitas of Ptolemy, but neither
night nor day could Mr. Bruce get an inftant for ob-
fervation, on account of thin white clouds, which con-
fufed (for they fearce can be faid to cover) the hea-
vens continually.

They now pafled-a convent of cophts, with a fmall
plantation of palms. It was a miferable boilding, with
a dome like to afaint’s or marabout’s, and ftood quite
atone. About four miles from this was the village of
Nizelet ¢l Arab, confilting of miferable buts. Here

' : began
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bega‘n large plantations of fugar canes, the firft they had
yet feen ; they were then loading boats with thefe to
carry them to Cairo. Mr. Bruce procured from them
as many as he defired. The canes were about an
inch and a quarter in diameter, they were cut in round
pieces about three inches long, and, after having been flit,
they were ftecped in a wooden bowl of water. They
%ivc a very agreeable tafte and flavour to it, and make it
the molt refreihing drink in the world, whilft by imbib-
ing the water, the canes become more juicy, and lofe a
part of their heavy, clammy fweetnefs, which would oc-
cafion thirft. Qur traveller was {urprized at finding this
plant in fuch 2 ftate of perfection fo far to the northward.
They were now fcarcely arrived in lat. 29°, and nothing
could be more beautiful and perfectthan the canes were.

Sugar, "tobacco, red podded or Cayenne pepper, cot-
ton, fome fpices of Solanum, Indigo, and a multitade of
others, have not as yet their orgin well afcertained.
Prince Henry of Portagal put his difcoveries to immedi-~
ate profit, and communicated what he found new incac_h
part in Europe, Afia, Africa, and America, to where it
was wanting. Itwill be foon difficult to afcertain to
each quarter of the world the articles that belong to it,
and fix upon thofe few that are common to all. Even
wheat, the early produce of Egypt, is not a native of it.
1t grows undgr the Line,, within the Tropics, and as far
porth and fouth as we know. Severe northern winters
feem to be neceffary to it, and it vegetates vigoroufly in
froft and fnow. But whence it came, and in what fhape,
is yet left to conjeéture.

Though the ftripe of green wheat was continued all
along the Nile, it was interrupted for about half a mile
on each fide of the coptith convent. Thefe poor wretch-
es know, that though they may fow, yet, from the vio-
lence of the Arabs, they fhall never reap, and therefors
Jeave the ground defolate.

On the fide oppolite to Sment, the ftripe began again,
and continued from Sment to Mey-Moom, about two
miles, and from Mey-Moom to Shenuiah, one mile fur-
ther. In this fmall ftripe, not above a quarter of a mile
broad, befides wheat, clover was fown, which they call
Berfine, and cultivate in the fame manner as in England.

Ca They
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They next paffed Boufh, a village on the weft-fide of
the nile, two miles fouth of Shenuiah ; and, a little fur-
ther, Beni Ali, where they faw for a minute the moun-
tains on the right or weft fide of the Nile, running in a
line nearly fouth, and very high.  About five miles from
Boufh is the village of Maniareifh on the eaft fide of the
river, and here the mountains on that fide end.

The country all around is well cultivated, and feemed
to Le of the utmott fertility ; the inhabitants were better
cloathed, 2nd feemingly lefs miferable and opprefled,
than thole they left behind in the places near Cairo.  The
Nile was very fhallow at L'eni Suvef, and the current
ftrong. They touched feveral times in the middle of the
ftream, and came to anchor at Baha, about a quarter of
a mile above Beni Suef, where they paifled the night.

They were told to keep good watch here all night,
thac there were troops of robbers on the catt-fide of the
water, who had lately plundered fome boats, and that
the cacheff either dared not, or would not give them any
aflitance. They indeed kept ftri€t watch, butfaw no
robbers, and were no other way molefted.

The 18th they had fine weather and a fairwind.  Still
Mr. Brucer thought the villages were beggarly, and che
eonftant groves of palm-trees {o perfeétly verdant, did
not compenfate for the penury of the fown land, the nar-
rowrnefs of the valley, and barrennefs of the mountains.
—They arrived in the evening at Zohora, about a mile
fouth of Eifa. It confifted of three plantations of dates,
.and was five miles from Miniet, and there they pafled
the night. ;

The wind was fo high they fcarcely could carry their
fails ; the current was ftrong at Shekh Temine, and the
violence with which they went through the water was
terrible. The Rais told Mr. Bruce, that they fhould have
{lackened their fails, if it had not been, that, fecing him
curions abour the conftrution of the veflel and her parts,
andras they were in no danger of ftriking, though the
water was low, ke wanted to {hew him what fhe could
do. : '
They paffed-by a number of villages on the weltern
fhore, the eaftern feeming 1o be perfectly unpeopled :—
Firft, Fefhné, a confiderable place ; then Miniet, a large

. town
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town, which had been fortified towards the water. at lealt
there were fome guns there. A rebel Bey had taken pof-
feffion of it, and } ; iver bet
ion of it, and it was ufual to ftop here, the river being
Loth narrow and rapid ; but the Rais was in great fji=
rits, and refolved to hold. his wind, as Mr. Bruce had -
defired him, and no body made them any fignal from fhore.

They came to a viflage called Rhoda, whence they
faw the magnificent ruins of the ancient city of Anti-
nous, built by Adrian. Unluckily Mr. Brace knew no-
thing of thefe ruins when he left Cairo, and had taken
no pains to provide himlelf with letters of recommenda- -
tion as he could cafily have done,

Mr. Brace afked the Rais what fort of people they
were ? He faid that the town was compofed of very bad
'T'urks, very bad Moors, and very bad Chriitians ; that
feveral devils had been feen among them lately, who had
been difcovered by being better and quieter than the reft.
The Nubian geographer informs us, that it was from this
town Pharaoh brought his magicians, to compare their
powers with thofe of Mofes ; an anecdote worthy that
great hiftorian.

Our. traveller told the Rais, that he muft, of neceflity,
go afhore. He did not feem to be fond of the expedi~
tion; but hauling in his main-fail, and with his fore-
fail full, ftood S.S. E. direétly under the Ruins. In
4 fhort time they arrived at the landing.place ; the banks
were low, and they brought up in a kind of bight or fmall
bay, where there was a flake, fo their veffel touched very
Iittle, or rather fwung clear.

Abou Cufli’s fon Mahomet, and the Arab, went on
fhore, under pretence of buying fome provifion, and to
fee how the land lay; but after the charafter they
had of the inhabitants, all their fire arms were brought
to the door of the cabin. In the mean time, partly
with his naked eye, and partly with his glafs, Mr.
Bruce was enabled to contemplate the Ruins atten-
tively, which filled him with aftonithment and admira-
tion. The columns of the angle of the portieo were
ftanding fronting to the north, part of the tympanum,
cornice, frize, and architrave, all entire, and very much
ornamented ; thick trees hid what was behind. The co-
lumns were of the largeft fize and fluted ; the capitals

Cie Corinthian,
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Corinthian, and in all appearance entire, They were of
white Parian marble probably, but had loft the extreme
whitenefs, or polith, of the Antinous at Rome, and were
¢hanged to the colour of the fighting gladiator, or ra-
ther toa brighter yellow. He faw indittinély, alfo, a
triumphal arch, or gate of the town, in the very fame
ftyle ; and fome blocks of very white fhining ttone which
feemed to be alabafter.

Mr. Bruee and thofe. who remained with him in the
boat were on a fudden:alarmed by hearing a violent dif-
pute between the two who went on fhore and the inhabi-
tants. Upon this the Rais ftripping, flipped off the rope
from the ftake, and another of the %/loors ftruck a ftrong
perch or pole into the river, and twifted the rope round
it. They were in a bight, or calm place, fo that the
ftream did not move the boat. :

Mahormet and the Moor came prefently in fight; the
people had taken Mahomet’s turban from him, and they
were apparently on the very worft terms. Mahomet cris
ed to our travellers that the whole town was coming,
and getting near the boat, he and the Moor jumped in
with great agility. A number of people was affembled,
and three fhots were fired into the boat, very quickly,
the one after the other.

Mr. Bruce cried out in Arabic, ¢ Infidels, thieves, anct
robbers ! come on, or we fhall prefently attack you :”
upon which he immeadiately fired a fhip-blunderbufs
with piftel fmall bullets, but with little elevation, among
the bufhes, {fo as not to touch them. The three or four
men that were neareft fell flat upen their faces, and {lid
away among the bufhes on their bellies, and they faw
no more of ‘them.

They now put their veflel into the ftream, filled their
fore-fail and ftood off, Mahomet crying, ** Be upon your
guard, if you are men, we are Sanjack’s foldiers, and
will come for the turban to-night.” ~ Mcre they neither
heard nor faw. .

They were no fooner out of their reach, than the Rais,
filling his pipe, and looking very grave, told'Mr. Bruce
to thank Ged, that our traveller was in the veflel with
fucha man as he was, as it was owing to that only he

efcaped frem being murdered a-fhpre, ¢ Certainly,
Haffan,
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Haffan, (faid Mr. Bruce) under God, the way of cfcap-
ng from being murdered on land, is never to go out of
the boat ; but don’t you think ‘that my blunderbufs was
as effectual a mean as your holinefs ? Tell me, Mahomet,
What did they do to you ?” He faid, they had not feen
them come in, bat had heard of them ever fince they
were at Metrahenny, and had waited to rob or murder
them ; that upon now hearing they were come, they had
all ran to their houfes for their arms, and were coming
down, immediarely, to plunder the boat ; upon which he
and the Moor ran off, and being met by thefe three peo-
le, and the boy, on the road, who had nothing in their
1ands, one of them fnatched the turban off. He like-
wife added, that there were two partics in the town ; one
in favour of Ali Bey, the other friends to a rebel Bey
who had taken Miniet ; that they had fought two or three
days ago, among themfelves, and were going to fight a-.
gain, each of them having called Arabsto their affifi-
ance.
Haffan and his fon Mahomet were violently exafper~
ated, and nothing would ferve them but to go in again
near the fhore, and fire all the guns and blunderbufles a-
mong the people. But, befides that Mr. Bruce had no
inclination of that kind, he was very lorh to fruftrate the”
attempts of fome future traveller, who might add this te.
the great remains of architeture preferved already,

At Reremont there area great number of Perfianwheels,
to draw the water for the fugar canes, which belong to
Chriftians. The water thus brought uE from: the river
runs down to the plantations, below or behind the town,
after being emptied on the banks above; a proof that
here the defcent from the mountains is not an optic fala
lacy, as a former writer fays.

They pafled Athmounein, probably the ancient Lato-
polis, a large town, which gives the name to the pro-
vince, where there are magnificent ruins of Egyptian ar-
chitetture ; and after they came to Melawé, larger, bet
ter built, and better inhabited than Afhmounein, the re-
fideuce of the Cacheff, - Mahomet Aga was there at that
time with troops from Cairo; he had taken Miniet, and,
by the friendfhip of Shekh Hamam, the great Arab, go-

Cé vernor



38 SHAW?’ ABRIDGEMENT OF

vernor of Upper Egypt, he kept all the people on that
fide of the river in allegiance to Ali Bey.

Our traveller here received about a gallon of brandy,
and a jar of lemons and oranges, preferved in honey ;
both very agrecable. Likewile a lamb, and fome gar-
den-fluffs. Among the fveermeats was fome horfe-rad-
difh preferved like ginger, which certainly, though it
might be wholefome, was the very worft ftuif ever taited.
Mr. Bruce gave a good {quare piece of it, well wrapped
in honey, to the Rais, who coughed and {pit half an hour
after, crying he was poifoned.

They palled the Mollé, a fmall village with a great
number of acacia trees intermixed with the plantations of
palms. ‘Thefe occafion a plealing variety, not only from
the difference of the fhape of the tree, but alfo from the
colour and diverfity of the green.

On the zcth, early in the morning, they again fet fail
and paffed feveral villages, till at length they teached
Siout, where the wind turned directly fouth, {o they were
obliged to ftay at Tima the reft of the zoth, where Mr.
Bruce went on fhore. It isa fmall town, furrounded
like the reft with groves of palm trees. The Nile is here
full of fandy iflands. 'Thofe that the inundation has firft
left are all fown, and are chiefly on the ealt. The o-
thers on the weft were barren and uncultivated ; all of
them moftly compofed of fand.

The 214, in the morning they came to Gawa, where
is the fecond feene of ruins of Egyptian architecture, af.
ter leaving Cairo. Mr. Bruce immediately went on
fhore, «nd found a fmall” temple of three columns in
front, with the capitals entire, and the columns in feveral
feparate pieces. They feemed by that, and their flight -
proportions, to be of the moft modern of that fpecies of
building ; but the whole were covered with hieroglyphics,
the old ftory over again, the hawk and the ferpent, the
man fitting with the dog's head, with the perch, or mea-
furing rod ; inone hand, the hemifphere and globes with
wings, and leaves of the bananatree, as is fuppofed, in
the other. The temple is filled with rubbifh and dung
of cattle, which th Arabs bring in here to fhelter them

from the heat, -
On
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On the 224, at night, they arrived at Achmim: M.
ruce landed with his quadrant and inftruments, with a
view of obferving an eclipfe of the moon; bat, imme-
diately after her rifing, cloads and mift {o effetually co.
vered the whole heavens, that it was not even poilible (o
catch a ftar of any fize pafling the meridian. Achmim is a
very confiderable place. ‘

The 24th of December, they left Achmim, and came
to the village Shekh Ali on the weft, two miles and a
quarter diftant. They then paffed Hamdi, and feveial
other villages ; and the next morning, the zsth, impati-
ent to vifit the greateft, and moft magnificent {cene of
ruins that are in Upper Egypt, they fet out from Beliani,
and, about ten o’clock in the forenoon, arrived at Den-
dera. Although they had heard that the people of this
place were the very worft in Egypt, they were not very
apprehenfive. They had two letters from the Bey, to
two very principal men there, commanding them, as they
would anfwer with their lives and fortunes, to have a
{pecial care that no mifchief befel them; and likewife a
very prefing letter to Shekh Hamam at Fourfhout, in
whofe territory they were. -

Dendera is a confiderable town at this day, all cover-
ed with thick groves of palm trees, the fame that Juvenal
deferibes it to have been in his time. A mile fouth of
the town are ruins of two temples, one of which is fo
much buried under ground, that little of it is to be feen;
but the other, which is by far the moft magnificent, is en-
tire, and acceflible on every fide. It is alfo covered with
hieroglyphics, both within and without, all in relief;
and of every figure, fimple and compound, that ever has
been publifhed, or called an hieroglyphic, .

The form of the building is an oblong fquare, the
ends of which are occupicd%y two large apartments, or
veftibules, fupported by monitrous columns, all covered
with hieroglyphics likewife. Some are in form of men
and beafts ; {ome feem to be the figures of inftruments
o_f facrifice, while others, in a fmaller fize, and lefs dif-
tint form, feem to be inferiptions in the current hand of
hieroglyphics. They are all finithed with care.

The capitals are of one piece, and confift of four huge
human heads, placed back to back againft one another,

with
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with bat’s ears, and an ill-imagined, and worfe executed,
fold drapery between them.  Above thefe is a large ob-
long fquars block, ftill larger than. the capitals, with four
flat fronts, dilpofed like pannels, that is with a kind of
{quare border round the edges, while the faces and fronts
are filled with hieroglyphics; as are the walls and ciel-
ings of every part ot the temple. Between thefe two a-
partments in the extremities, there are three other apart-
ments, refembling the fisft, in every refpect, only that
they are fmaller.  The whole bujlding 1s of common
white flone, from the neighbouring mountains, only thofe
two, in which have been funk the pirns for hanging the
outer doors, (for it feems they had doors even in thole
days) are of granite, or black and blue poxphyry.

The top ol the temple is flat, the fpeuts to carry off
the water are monftrous heads of fphinxes; the globes
with wings, and the two ferpents, with a kind of fhield
ot breaft-plate between are here frequently repeated,
fuch as we fee them on the Carthaginian medals.

The hieroglyphics have been painted over, and great

art of the colouring yet remains upon the ftones, red,
in all its fhades, efpécially that dark dufky colour called
Tyrian purple; yellow, very frefh; fky-blue (that is,
near the blue of an eaftern fky, feveral thades lighter than
ours); green of different fhades; thefe are all the co-
lours preferved.

A little before our traveller came to Dendera, they
faw the firft crocodile, and afterwards hundreds, lying
upon every iftand, like large flocks of cattle; yet the
inhabitants of Dendera drive their beafts of every kind
into the river, and they ftand there for hours. The eirls
and women too, that come to fetch water in jars, ftand up
to their knees in the water for a confiderable time ; and
if may we guefs by what happens, their danger is full as
little as their fear, for none of them, as far as gur travel-
lers could learn, had been bitten by a crocedile. How-
ever, if the Denderites were as keen and expert hunters
of Crocodiles, as fome hiftorians tell us they formerly
were, there is furely no part of the Nile where they would
have better fport than here, immediately before their

own city, -
3 Mr,
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Mte, Bruce, having viewed the ruins, proceeded to
Furfhout, and went to the convent of Italian Friare
who, like thofe of Achmim, are of the order of the re-,.
formed Francifeans. ;

Furfhout is in a large and cultivated plain. Tt js
nine miles over to the foot of the mountains, all fown.
with wheat. There are, likewife, plantations of fugar
canes. 'The town, as they faid, contains above 10,000
people, but this computation is perhaps rather exagge-
rated. :
While our travellers were at Furfhout, there happen-
ed a very extraordinary phenomenon. It rained the
whole night, and till about nine o’clock next morning ;.
when the people began to be very apprehenfive left the:
whole town fhould be deitroyed. It is a perfet pro-
digy to fee rain here ; and the prophets faid it (Eortend-
ed a diffolution of government, which was juftly veri-
fied foon afterwards, and at that time indeed was ex-
tremely probable.

They left Furfhout the 7th of January, 1769, early

in the morning. They had not hired their boat farther
than Furfhout; but the good terms which fubfifted be-
tween Mr. Bruce and the faint, his Rais, made an ac-
ecommodation very eafy to carry them farther. He
now agreed for 4l. to carry them to Syene and down
again; but, if he behaved well, he expeéted a trifling,
premium. ¢ And, if you behave ill, Haflan, (faid
Mr. Bruce ) what do you think you deferve?’—¢ To
be hanged, (faid he) I deferve, and defire no better.”
. The wind at firlt was but fcant; however, it frefh-
ened up towards noon, when they paffed a large town
called How, on the weft fide of the Nile. About
four o’clock in the afternoen they arrived at El Gourni,
a fmall village, a quarter of a mile diftant from the
Nile. Ithas in it a temple of old Egyptian archi.
teGture. Mr. Bruce thinks, that this, and the two
adjoining heaps of ruins, which are at 'the fame dif-
tance from the Nile, probably might have been part
of the ancient Thebes. s

_Nothing remains of the ancient Thebes but four pro.
dtgmug temples, all of them in appearance more ancicar,
but neither fo entire, nor fo magnificent, as thofe of

Dendera.
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Dendera, 'The temples at Medinet Tabu are the moft
elegant of thefe. 'I'he hieroglyphics are cut to the
depth of half-a-feot, in {ome places, but we have ftill
the fame figures, or rather a lefs variety, than at Den-
dera.

A number of robbers, who much refemble our gyp-
fies, live in the holes of the mountains above Thebes,
They are all gut-laws, and punithed with death if elfe-
where found. Ofman Bey, an ancient governerof Girge,
unable to fuffer any longer the diforders committed by
thefe people, ordered a quantity of dried faggots to be
brought together, and, with his {oldiers, took poflel=
fion of the face of the mountain, where the greateft
number of thefe wretches were ;. He then ordered all
their caves to be filled with this dry brufhwood, to
which he fet fire, {fo that moft of them were deﬂr_oycd;
but they have fince recruited their numbers, without
changing their manners. 3

About half a mile north of EI Gourni, are the mag-
nificent, ftupendous fepulchres of Thebes. The moun-
tains of the Thebaid come clofe behind the town; they
are not conneéted with each other in ridges, but ftand
infulated upon their bafes ; fo thar you can get round
each of them. A hundred of thefe, it is faid, are
excavated into fepulchral, and a variety of other apart-
ments.

Luxor, and Carnac, which is a mile and a quarter
below it, are by far the largeft and moft magnificent
{cenes of ruins in Egypt, much more entenfive and ftu-

ndous than thofe of “I'hebes and Dendera put together.

There are two obelifks here of great beauty, and in
good prefervation; they are lefs than thofe at Rome,
but not at all mutilated. The pavement, which is
made.to reccive the fhadow, is to this day fo horizontal,
it might ftill be ufed in obfervation.

At Carnac they faw the remains of two vaft rows of
fphinxes, one on the right-hand, the other on the left,
( their heads were moftly broken ) and, a little lower, a
number as it {hould feem of termini. They were com-
pofed of bafaltes, with a dog or lion’s head, of Egypti-
an fculpture. They ftood in lines likewife, as if intend-
ed as an avenue to fome principal building.

On
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On the 17th, our travellers left Luxor, and failed
with a very fair wind, and in great fpirits. In the
evening, they came to an anchor on the eaftern fhore
nearly oppofite to Efmé. They pafled over to Efmé next
morning. It is t}:e ancient Latopolis, and has ver

reat remains, particularly a large temple, which thougg
the whole of 1t is of the remoteft antiquity, feems to
have been built at different times, or rather out of the
ruins of different ancient buildings. The hieroglyphics
upon this are very ill executed, and are not painted.
‘The town is the refidence of an Arab Shekh, and the in-
habitants are a very bad fort of people; but as Mr.
Bruce was drefled like an Arab, they did not moleft,
becaufe they did not know him,

On the 13th, they left Efné, and paffed the town of
Edfu, where there are likewile confiderable remains of
Egyptian archireéture,

The wind failing, they were obliged to ftop in a
very poor, defolate, and dangerous part of the Nile,
called Jibbel el Silfelly, where 2 boom, or chain, was
drawn acrofs the river, to hinder, as is fuppofed, the
Nubian boats fiom committing piratical practices in
Egypt lower down the ftream.

About noon, they paffed Coom Ombo, a round
building like a caftle, and then arrived at Daroo, a
miferable manfion, unconfcious that, fome years alter,
they weie to be indebted to that paltry village for the
man who was to guide them through the defert, and
reftore them to their native country and their friends.

On the 2oth, they failed with a favourable wind till
about an hour before fun-rife, and abour nine o’clock
came to an achor on the fouth end of the palm groves,
and north end of the town of Syene, nearly oppofite to
an ifland in which there is a fmall handfoine Egyptian
temple, pretty entire. It is the temple of Cuuphis,
where formerly was the Nilometer.

Adjoining to the palm trees was a very good comfort-
able houfe, belonging to Huflein Schourbatchie, the
man that ufed to be fent from that place to Cairo, to re-
ceive the pay of the janiffaries in garrifon at Syene, upon
whom too Mr. Bruce had credit tor a very {fmall fum.
> They
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They pafled out at the {outh gate.of the town, into the
firft fmall fandy plain. A very little to the left there
are a number of tomb flones with infcriptions in the Cu-
fic chara@er, which travellers erronecuily have called an
unknoaun langnage and letters, although it was the only
letter and language known to Mahomet, and the moik
learned of his fect in the firlt ages.

After pafling the tomb-ftones without the gate, they
came to a plain about five miles loag, bordered on the
left by alull of no confiderable height, and fandy like the:
plain, upon which are feen {ome ruins, more modern than;
thofe Egyptian buildings already deferibed.  They fecmy
indeed to be a mixture of all kinds and ages.

The diftance from the gate of the town to Termifi,
or Marada, the fmall villages on the cataraét, is exacily
fix Englifh miles: After the defcription already given
of this cataraét in fome authors, a travelder has reaion to.
be furprifed, when arrived on its banks, to find that vels
fels fail up the catara&, and confequently t_he fall cana
not be fo violent as to deprive people of hearing.

The bed of the river, occupied by the water,.was not
then half-a mile broad. Itis divided into 2 number of
fimall channels, by large blacks of granite, from thisty te.
forty feet high. The corrent, confined for a long courfe
between the rocky mountains of Nubia, tries to expand
itfelf with great violence. Finding, in.every part before
it, oppofition from the rocks of granite, and forced back
by thefe, it meets the oppofite currents. The chafing of
the water againft thefe huge obftacles, the meeting of the-
contrary currents one with another, creates fuch a vio-.
lent ebullition, and makes fuch a noile and difturbed ap-
pearance, tkatit fills the mind with confufion, rather thag
terror.

On the 22d, 23d, and 24th of January, our travellers.
being at Syene, in a houfe immediately eaft of the fmall
ifland in the Nile, by a mean of three obfervations of
the fun in the meridian, Mr. Bruce concluded the lati-
tude of Syene, to be 24° 0" 45" north.

As Mr. Bruce was now about to launch into that part
of his expedition, in which he was to have no further
intercoutfe with Europe, he fet himfelf to work to ex-
amine all his obfervations, and pug his journal in fuch.

forwardnefs
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forwardnefs by explanations, where needfu

labours and pa)irns hfc) had hitherto been at, mi’glfth:ﬁ)tt'&:
totally loft to the publie, if he thould perifh in the jour-
ney he had undertaken, which, every day, from all in—
formation he could procure, appeared to be more and
more defparate.

Having finifhed thefe, at leaft {fo far as to make them
intelligible to others, he conveyed them to his friends
at Cairo, to remain in their cuftody till he thould return,
or news come that hie was otherwife difpoled of.

On Thurfday, the 16th of February, 1769, Mr. Bruce
heard the caravan was ready to fet out for Kenné, the
Ciene Emporium of antiquity,  All the way from Ken-
né, clofe to their left, were defert hills, on which not
the leat verdure grew, but a few plants of a large fpe-
cies of Solanum, called Burrumbue.

On the 17th, at eight o'clock in the morning, Mr.
Bruce, having mounted his fervants all on horfeback,
and taken the charge of their own camels, (for there was
a confufion in their caravan not to be deferibed, and the
guards they knew were but a fet of thicves) they advan-
ced flowly into the defert. There were about two hun-
dred men on herfeback, armed with firelocks ; all of them
lions, if you believed their word or appearance 3 but our
wravellers were credibly informed, that Rfty of the A-
rabs, at firk fight, would have made thefe heroes fly
without any blood(hed.

Qur travellers’ road was all the way in an open plain,
bounded by hillocks of fand, and fine gravel, perfeétly
hard, and not perceptibly above the level of the plain
gountry of Egypt.  About twelve miles diftant there
is a ridge of mountains of no confiderable height, per-
haps the moft barren in the world. Between thefe theix
road lay through plains, never three miles broad, but
without trees, fhrubs, or herbs. There are not even the
traces af any living creature, neither ferpent nor lizard,
antelope nor oftrich, the ufual inhabitants of the moft
dreary deferts.  There is.no fort of water on the furface,,
brackifh or fweet. Even the birds feem to avoid the
place as peftilential, not one being feen of any kind fo.
much as flying over, The fun was burning hot, and,

upon
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upon rubbing two fticks together, in halfa minute, they
both took fire, and flamed ; a mark how near the coun-
try was reduced to a general conflagration !

At half paft three, they pitched their tent near fome
draw-wells, which, upon tafting, they found bitterer than
foot. They had, indeed, other water carried by the
camels in fkins. T his well-water had only une needfu]
quality, it was cold, and therefore very comfortable for
refrelhing them outwardly. 'This unpleafant ftation is
called Legeta ; here they were obliged to.pafs the nighe,
and all next day, to wait the arrival of the caravan of
Cus, Efné, and part of thofe of Kenne and Ebanout.

In the evening came twenty Turks from Caramania,
which is that part of Afia Minor immediately on the fide
of the Mediterranean oppofite to the coalt of Egypt ; all
of them neatly and cleanly drefled like Turks, all on
camels, armed with fwords, a pair of piftols at their gir-
dle, and a fhort néar gun ; their arms werein very good
order, with their flints and ammunition ftowed in
cartridge-boxes, in a very foldier-like manner. A few
of thefe fpoke Arabic, and Mr. Brucc'S: Greek rcr\'anr,
Michael, mterpreted for the reft. Ha\:mg_bcen informs-
ed, that the large tent belonged to an Englifhman, they
came into it without ceremony. They told Mr. Bruce,
that they were a2 number of neighbours and companions,
who had fet out together to go to Mecca, to the Hadje ;
and not knowing the language, or cuftoms of the people,
they had been but indiﬁcrcnay ufed fince they landed at
Alexandria, particelarly fomewhere about Achmimf; that
one of the Owam, or {wimming thieves, had been an
board of them in the night, and had carried off'a fimall
portinaritean with about 200 fequinsin gold ;_thnf, though
a complaint had been made to the Bey of Girgé, yer no
fatisfaétion had been obrained ; and that now thay had
heard an Englifhman was here, whom they reckoned their
conntryman, they had come to propofe, that they fhould
make a common caufe to defend each other againft al}
enemies,.—What they meaned by cowntryman was this :—
There is in Afia Minor, fomewhere between Anatolia
and Caramania, a diftrit which they call Caz Dagli,
and this the Turks believe was the country from which
the Englith firlt drew there origin; and on this accoune

they
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they never fail to claim kindred with the Englith wher-
ever they meet, clpecially if they ftand in need of their
affiftance. i
Mr. Bruce fays, he cannot conceal the fecret plea-
fure he had in finding the charatter of his country fo
firmly eftablifhed among nations fo diftant, enemies to
our religion, and ftrangers to our government. ' Turks
from Mount Taurus, and Arabs from the defert of Lj-
bya, thought themfclves unfufe among their own coun-
trymen, but trufted their lives and their little fortunes
implicity to the direftion and word of an Englifhman
whom they had never before feen. )
They ftaid all the 18th at Legeta, waiting for the
junéiion of the caravans, and departed the 1gth atfix”
o'clock im the mowning. - Their journey, all that day,
was through a plain, never leis than a mile broad, and
never broader than three; the hills, on their right and
left, were higher than the former, and of a brownith cal-
cined colour, like the ftones on the fides of Mount Velu-
vius, but without any hero or tree upon them. .
At half paft ten, they paifed a mountain of green and
red marble, and at twelve they entered a plain called’
Hamra, where they firft obferved the fand red, with a-
purple caft, of the colour of porphyry, and this is the lig-
nificaton of Hamra, the name of the valley. J
Mr. Bruce difmounted here, to examine of what the
rocks were compofed ; and found that here began the
quacrics of porphyry, without. the mixture of any o-
ther ftone ; bat it was imperfett, brittle and foft. He
had not been engaged inthis purfuit an hour, before
they were alarmed with a report tharthe Atouni had at-
tacked the rear of the caravan; they were at the head of
it. The T'urksand hisfervants were all <rawn together,
at the foot of the mountain, and pofted as advantageouf-
ly as pﬂﬁ“}lﬁ- But 1t Yoon appear -d, that they were
fome thieves only, who had attempred to fteal fome loads
of corn from camels that were weak, or fallen lame,
perhaps in intelligence with thofe of their own caravans.
On the 20th, at fix o'clock in the morning, they left
Main el Mafarek, and, at ten, came to the mouth of the
defiles. At eleven they began to defcend, having had a
very imperceptible afcent from Kenné all the way. -
On
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On the 21t, they departed eatly in the morning from
Koraim, and, at ten o’clock, they pafied feveral defiles,
perpetualiy alarmed by a report, that the Arabs were
approaching ; none of whom they ever faw.

At length they arrived at Cofleir, a fmall mud-walled
village, built upon the fhore, among hillocks of float-
ing fand. It is defended by a fquare fort of hewn ftone,
with fquare towers in the angles, which have in them

_three fmall cannon of iron, and one of brafs, all in ver
bad condition ; of no other ufe but to terrify the Arabs,
and hinder them from plundering the town when full of
corn, going to Mecca in time of famine. ~ The walls are
not high; nor was it neceflary, if the great guns werein
order. But as this is not the cale, the ramparts are
hieightened by clay, or by mud-walls, to fcreen the fol-
diers from the fire-arms of the Arabs, that might other-
wife command them from the fandy hills in the neigh-
bourhood.

The port, if we may call it fo, is on the fouth-eaft of
the town. It is nothing but a rock which runs out about
four hundred yards into the fea, and defends the veflels,
which ride to the welt of it, from the north and north-eaft
winds, as the houfes of the town cover them from the
north-weft. There is a large inclofure with a high mud-
wall, and, within, every merchant has a fhop or maga-
zine for his corn and merchandife : little of this laft is im-
ported, unlefs coarfe India goods, for the confumption
of Upper Egypt, fince the trade to Dongola and
Sennaar has been interrupted.

Mr. Bruce found, by many meridian altitudes of the .
fun, taken at the caftle, that Cofleir is in lat. 26° 5’ %
north ; and, by three cbfervations of Jupiter’s fatellites,
he found its longitude to be 349 4 15" eaft of the meri-
dian of Greenwich.

The earavan from Syene arrived at this time, efcorted
by four hundred Abibdé, all upon camels, each armed
with two fhort javelins. The manner of their riding was
very whimfical; they had two fmall faddles on each
camel, and fat back to back, which might be, in their
praétice, convenient enough ; but, if they had been to
fight with our travellers, every ball would have killed
two of them.

% Mf.
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Mr. Bruce now took up his quarters in the caftle, and
as the Ababdé had told itrange ftories about the Moun—
tain of Emeralds, he determined, till his captain fhoyld
return, to make a voyage thither. There was no pof-
fibility of knowing the d:ﬁan.cv. b).r report ; fometimes i¢
was twenty-five miles, fometimes it was filty, and fome.
gimes it was a hundred.

He chofe a man who had been twice at thefe moun- -
tains of emeralds ; and with the beft boat then in the
harbour, on Tuefday the 14th of March, they failed,
with the wind at North Eaft, from the harbour of Cof=
feir, about an hour before the dawn of day. They kept
<oafting along, with a very moderate wind, much di-
verted with the red and green appearances of the marble
mountains upon the coaft. Their veflel had one fail,
like a ftraw mattrafs, made of the leaves of a kind of
palm-tree, which they call Doon. It was fixed above,
and drew up like a curtain, but did not lower with a yard
like a fail ; fo that upon [trefs of weather, ifthe fail was
furled, it was fo top-heavy, that the thip muft founder,
or the maft be €arried away. But, by way of indemni-
fication, the planks of the veffel were fewed together, and
there was not a nail, nor a piece of iron; in the whole
ghip ; fo that when you firuck upon a rock, feldom any
damage enfued,

On the 15th, about nine o'clock, Mr. Bruce faw a
large high rock, like a pillar, rifing out of the fea, At
firft, he took it for a part of the Continent; but, as he
advanced nearer it, the fun being very clear, and the
fea calm, he took an obfervation, and as their fituation
was lat. 2¢% 6, and the ifland abour a Jeaghe diftant, to
the S. S. W. of them, he concluded its Jatitude to be
pretty exaltly 25° 3° Norths  This ifland is about three
miles from the fhore, of an oval form, rifing in the mid-
dle. It feems to be of granite; and is called, in the lan-
guage of the country, Jibbel Siberget, which has been
tranflated the Mountain of Emeralds. Siberget, however,
isa word in the language of the Shepherds, who, pro-
‘bably, never in their lives faw an emerald ; and though
the Arabic tranflation is Fibbe! Zumrud, and that word
has been transferred to the emerald, a very fine {tone,
oftencr feen fince the difcovery of the new world, yet

Mr,
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M. Bruce very much doubts, whether either Siderges op
Zumrud ever meant Emerald in old times.

On the 16th, at day-break in the morning, our
traveller tock the Arab of Coffeir with him, who knew
the place. They landed ona point perfetly defert; at
firlt, fandy like Cofleir, afterwards, where the {oil was
fixed, producing fome few plants of rue or abfinthium,
They advanced above three miles farther in a perfetly
defert country, with only a few acacia-trees fcartered
here and there, and came to the foot of the mountains,

At the foot of the mountain, or about feven yards up
from the bafe of it, are five pits or fhafts, none of them
four feet in diameter, called the Zumrud Wells, from
which the ancients are faid to have drawn the emeralds.
Our travellers were not provided with materials, and
little endowed with inclination, to defcend into any one
of them, where the air was probably bad. Mr. Bruce

icked up the nozzels, and fome fragments of lamps,
Yikc thofe of which we find millions in Iraly ; and fome
worn fragments, but very {mall ones, of that brittle
green chryftal, which is the fiberget and bilur of Ethio-

ia, perhaps the zumrud, the fmaragdus deferibed by

liny, but by no means the emerald, known fince the
difcovery of the new world, whofe firft characier abfo.
lutely defeats its pretenfion, the true Peruvian emerald
being equal in hardnefs to the ruby.

Mr. Bruce, having fatisfied his curiofity as to thefe
mountains, without having feen a living creature, re-
turned to his boat, where he found all well, and an ex-
cellent dinner of filh prepared.

About three o’clock in the afternoon, with a favour.
able wind and fine weather, they continued along the
coaft, with an eafy fail. They faw no appearance of
any inhabitants; the mountains were broken and point.
ed, taking the diretion of the coaft, advancing and
receding as the fhore itfelf did. They continued this
voyage, and, after encountering ftorms that were near-
ly proving fatal to them, they arrived fafe at Coffier,
on the 1gth, about the clofe of the evening. :

On the sth of April, Mr. Bruce, after iaving made
his laft obfervation of longitude at Coffeir, embarked on
board a veflel he had procured for the purpofe, and

failed
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failed from that port. 1t was neceffary to conceal from
fome of his {fervants his intention of proceeding to the
bottom of the Gulph, leaft, finding themfelves among
Chriftians fo near Cairo, they might defert a voyage of
which they were fick, before it was well begun.

In the morning of the 6th, they made the Jaffatcen
Iftands. They are four in number, joined by fhoals
and funken rocks. They are crooked, or kent, like
half a bow, and are dangerous for fhips failing in the
night, becaule there fcems to be a pafiage between them,
to which, when pilots arc attending, they neglect two
fmall dangerous funk rocks, that lie almoft in the mid-
dle of the entrance, in deep water.

On the gth, they arrived at Tor, a fmall ftraggling
villuge, with a convent of Greek Monks, belonging to
Mount Sinai. Don John de Caflro took this town
when it was walled and fortified, foon after the dif-
covery of the Indies by the Portnguefle; it has never
fince ‘been of any confideration. It ferves now only
as a watering-place for fhips going to and from Suez.
¥rom this we bave a diftinét view of the points of the
mountains Horeb and Sinai, which appear behind and
above the others, their tops being often covered with
fnow in winter.

The Rais, having difpatched his bufinefs, was eager
to depart ; and, accordingly, on the 11th of April, at
day-break, they ftood out of the harbour of Tor. At
night, by an obfervation of two ftars in the meridian,
Mr. Bruce concluded the latitude of Cape Mahomet to
be 27° 54/, N. It mufl be.underftood of the mountain,
or high land, which forms the Cape, not the low point.
The ridge of rocks that run along bekind Tor, bound
that low fandy country, called the Defert of Sin, to
the eaftward, and end in this Cape, which is the high
land obferved at fea; but the lower part, or fouther-
moft extreme of the Cape, runs about three leagues off
from the high Jand, and is {o low, that it cannot be
feen from deck above three leagues.

On the 12th, they failed from Cape Mahomet, juft
as the fun appeared. = They paffed the ifland of Tyrone,
in the mouth of the Klanmitic Gulf, which divides it

SR " ‘near
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near equally into two; or rather the north-weft fide is
narreweft, - The direétion of the Gulf is nearly north
and fouth.

On the 15th they came to an anchor at El Har,
where they faw high, craggy, and broken mountains,
called the Mountains of Ruddua. Thefe abound with
{prings of water; all fort of Arabian and African fruits
grow here in perfection, and every kind of vegetable
that they will take the }aains to cultivate. It is the pa-
radife of the people of Yambo; thofe of any fubftance
have country houfes there; but, firange to tell, they
ftay there but for a fhort time, and prefer the bare,
dry. and burning fands about Yambo, to one of the
finelt climates, and moft verdant pleafant countries,
that exifts in the world. The people of the place
told Mr. Bruce, that water freezes there in winter, and
that there are fome of the inhabitants who have red
hair, and blue eyes, a thing fcarcely ever feen but in
the coldeft mountains in the Eaft.

On the 16th, about ten o’clock, they paffed a mofque,
or Shekh's tomb on the main land, on their left hand,
called Kubbet Yambo, and before eleven they anchored
in the mouth of the port in deep water. Yambo, cor-
ruptly called Imbo, is an ancient city, now dwindled
to a paltry village. Yambo, in the language of the
country, fignifies a fountain or fpring, a very copious
one of excellent water being found there among the
date trees, and it is one of thedtations of the Emir
Hadje in going to, and coming from Mecca. The ad-
vantage of the port, however, which the other has not,
and the proteétion of the caftle, have carried wading
veflels to the modern Yambo, where there is no water,
‘but what is brought from pools dug en purpofe to re-
ceive the rain when it falls.

Yambo, or at leaft the prefent town of that name,
Msr. Bruce found, by many obfervations of the fun and
ftars, to be in latitude 24° 3/ 35/ north, and in long,
38° 16’ 30" eaft from the meridian of Greenwich.

The many delays of loading the wheat, the defire of
donbling the quantity Mr. Bruce had been permitted to
take, detained him at Yambo till the 27th of April,
very much aga‘nft his inclination, For he was not a

little
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little uneafy at thinking among what a banditti he lived,
whote daily wifh was to rob and murder him, from
which they were reftrained by fear only ; and this, a fit
of drunkennnefs, or a piece of bad news, fuch as a
report of Ali Bey's death, might remove in a mo-.
ment.  Indeed they were allowed to want nothing.
A theep, fome bad beer, and fome very good wheat-
bread, were delivered ro them every day from the Aga,
which, with dates and honey, and a variety of prefents
from thofe that Mr Bruce atiended as a phyfician,
made them pafs their time comfortably enough; they
went frequently in the buais to fith ac fea, and, as our
traveller had broughe with him thiee fizgigs of different
fizes, with the proper lines, he feldom returned without
killing four or five dolphins. The fport with the line
was likewife exczllent. They had vinegar in plenty at
Yambo ; onions, and feveral other greens, from Rad
dua; and, being all cooks, they lived well. ;

On the 28th of April, in the morning, they failed
with a cargo of wheat that did not belong to them, and
three pailengers, inftead of ene, for whom only Mr.
Broce had undertaken. Afrer touching ar different
iflands, on the 3d of May, they arrived at Jidda, clofe
upon the quay, where the OfFcers of the Cuftom-houfe
immediately took poffeilion of their baggage.

The port of Jidda is very extemiine, confifting of
numberlefs fhoals, fmal! iflands, and funken rocks with
channels however between them, and deep water,
You are very fate in Jidda harbour, whatever wind
blows, as there are numberlefs fhoals which prevent the
water from ever being puot into any general motion;
and you may moor head and ftern, with twenty an-
chors out if you pleafe. But the danger of being loft,
perhaps lies in the going in and coming out of the har-
bour. Indeed the obfervation is here verified, the more
dangevous the port, the abler the pilots, and no accidents
ever happen.

Of all the new things Mr. Bruce, had yet feen, what
moft aftonithed him was the manner in which trade was
cartied on at this place. Nine fhips where there from
India ; fome of them worth perhaps 2c0,000l. Qne
merchant, a Turk, living at Mecca, thirty hours jour-
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ney off, where no Chriftian dares go, whillt the whole
Continent is open to the I'urk for efcape, offers to pur-
chafe the cargees of four out of nine of thefe fhips
himfelf; ancther, of the fame caft, comes and fays, he
he will buy none, unlefs he has them all. The famples
are fhewn, and the cargoes of the whole nine fhips are
carried into the wildeft part of Arabia, by men with
whom one would not wifh to truft ourfelves alone in the
field. This is not all, two India brokers come into the
room to fettle the price, One on the part of the India
captain, the other on that of the buyer the Turk,
They are neither Mahometans nor Chriftians, but have
credit with both.. They fit down on the carpet, and
take an India fhawl, which they carry on their thould-
er, like a napkin, and {pread it over their hands.
They talk, in the mean time, on different fubjefts,
of the arrival of fhips from India, or of the ncws of
the day, as if they were employed in no ferious bufinefs
whatever. After about twenty minutes fpent in hand-
ling each others fingers below the fhawl, the bargain
is concluded, fay for nine fhips, without one word
ever having been fpoken on the {ubject, or pen or ink
ufed in any thape whatever. There never was one in-
ftance of a difpute happening in thefe fales.

Matters are to be carriéd {iill further, and the money
is to be paid. A private Moor, who has nothing to
fupport him but his charafter, becomes refponfible for
the payment of thefe cargoes; his name was Ibrahim
Saraf when Mr. Bruce was there, 7. e, Ilbrahim the
Broker. 'This man delivers a number of coarfe hemp-
en bags, full of what is fuppofed to be money. -He
marks the contents upon the bag, and puts his feal upon
the ftring that ties the mouth of it.  This is received for
what is marked upon it, without any one ever having
opened one of the bags, and, in India, it is current for
the value marked upon it, as long as the bag lafts,

Jidda, as well as all the eaft coaft of the%(ed Sea, is
very unwholefome. Immediately without the gate of
that town, to the eaftward, is a defert plain filled with
the hots of the Bedowéens, or country Arabs, built of
long bundles of fpartum, or bent grafs, put together
like fafcines. 'Thefe Bedowéens {%p}-ly Jidda with

milk
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milk and butter. There is no ftirring out of town
even for a walk, unlefs for ahout halfga mile, on the
fouth fide by the fea, where there is a number of ftink-
ing pools of ftagnant water, which contributes 10 make
the town very unwholefome. R

This place, befides befn§ in the moft unwholefome
part of Arabia, is, at the {ame time, in the moft bag-
ren and defert fiteation.  This, and many other incon-
veniencies, under which it labours, would, probably,
have occafioned its being abandoned altogether, were it
not for its vicinity to Mecea, and the great and {fudden
influx of wealth from the India trade, which, once a-
year, arrives in this part, but does not continue, paf-
fing on, as through a turnpike, to Mecca; whence it is
difperfed all over the eaft. Very little advantage
however accrucs to Jidda, The cuftoms are all imme-
diately fent to a needy fovereign, and a hungry fet of
relations, dependents, and miniflers at Mecca. 'The
gold is returned in bags and boxes, and pafles on as
rapidly to the fhips as the goods do to the market, and
leaves as liitle profit behind. In the mean time, pro-
vifions rife to a prodigious price, and this falls upan
the townfmen, while all the profit of the traffic is in the
hands of ftrangers ; moft of whom, after the market is
over, {which does not laft fix weeks) retire to Yemen,
and other neighbouring countries, which abound in
every fort of provifion.

Though Jidda is the country of their prophet, yet no
where are there fo many unmarried women, and the

ermiffion of marrying four wives was allowed in this
diftriét in the firft infiance, and afterwards communi-
cated to all the tribes. But Mahomet, in his permif-
fion of plurality of wives, feems conftantly to have been
on his guard, againft fuffering that, which was intend-
ed for the weltare of his people, from operating in a
diffcrent marner. He did not permit a man to marry
two, thiee, or four wives, unlefs he could maintain
them. He was interefted for the rights and rank of
thefe women ; and the man fo marrying was obliged
to thew before the Cadi, or fome equivalent officer, or
judge, that 1 was in his power to fupport them, ac-
cording to their birth, It was not fo with cuncubines,
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with women who were purchafed, or who were taken
in war. Every man enjoyed thefe at his pleafure, and
their peril, that is, whether he was able to maintain
them or not. From this great fcarcity of provifions,
which is the refult of an cxtraordinary concourfe to a

lace almoft deftitute of the neceflaries of life, few inha-

itants of Jidda can avail themfelves of the privilege
granted them by Mahomet. He therefore cannot marry
more than one wife, becanfe he cannot maintain more,
and from this caufe arifes the want of people, and the
large number of unmarried women.

The kindnefs and attention Mr. Bruce here received
from his countrymen did not leave him as long as he was
on fhore. They all did him the honour to attend him to
the water edge. All the quay of Jidda was lined with
people to fee the Englith falute, and along with his vefTe]
thereé parted, at the fame time, one bound to Mafuah,
which carried Mahomet Abd el cader, Governor of
Dahalac, over to his government. j

Jidda is in Jat. 28° & 1 north, and in long. 3¢° 16’
45 eaft of the meridian of Greenwich. The weather
there had few changes, and the general wind was north-
weft, or more northerly. This blowing along the direc-
tion of the Gulf brought a great deal of damp along with
it; and this damp increafes as the feafon advances,
Once in twelve or fourteen days, perhaps, they had a
fouth wind, which was always dry. :

O)n the 8th of July, 1769, Mr. Bruce failed from the
harbour of Jidda on board the fame veffel as before, and
fuffered the Rais to take a fmall loading for his own ac-
count, upon condition that he was to carry no paflen-

ers. The wind was fair, and they failed through the
inglifh fleet at their anchors.  As they had all honoured
our traveller with their regret at parting, and accom-
panicd him te the fhore, the Rais was furprifed to fee
the refpeét paid to his little veflel as it paffed under their
hagé fterns, every one hoifting his colours, and faluting it
with eleven guns.

At a quarter paft eight, on the 11th, they were towed
to their anchorage in the harbour of Konfodah. Kon-
fodah means the town of the hedge-hog. It is a fmall
village, confifting o{abont two hundred mi‘erable houles,
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Built with green wood, and covered with mats, made of
the doom, or palm-tree, lying on a bay, or rather a
fhallow bafon, in a defert wafte or plain. RBehind the
town are fmall hillocks of whi.te fand. Nothing grows
on thore excepting kelp, but it is exceedingly beautiful,
and very luxuriant ; farther in there ave gardens. Fifh
is in perfe plenty > batter and milk in great abundance ;
even the defert looks frefher than other deferts, which
makes it probable that rain fometimes falls there.

Kofodahis in'lat, 19® 7° North., It is one of the moft
unwholefome parts on the Red Sea, provifion is very
dear and bad, and the water, execrable. Goats flefh is
the only meat, and that very dear and lean. The an-
chorage, from the caftle, bears north-weft a quaster of
a mile diftant, from ten to feven fathoms, in fand and
mud.

At five in the afternoon of the 14th, they pafled Ras
Heli, which is the boundary between Yemen, or A-
rabia Felix, and the Hejaz, or province of Mccca, the
firlt belonging to the Imam, or king of Sana, the other
to the Shernite lately {poken of. Mr. Bruce defired his
Rais to anchor this night clofe under the Cape, as it
was perfetly calm and clear, and, by taking a mean
of five oblervations of the paflage of fo many ltars, the
moft proper for the purpofe, over the meridian, he
determined the latitude of Ras Heli, and confequently
the boundary of the two ftates, Hejez and Yemen, or
Arabia Felix and Arabia Deferta, to be 18° 367 north.

Every part of the fandy defert at the foor of the
mountains is called Tebama, which extends to Mocha.
But in the maps ‘'t is marked as a feparate country from
Arabia Felix, whereas it is but the low part, or fea<
eoaft of it, and is mat @& feparate jurifdition. It is
called Tema in feripture, and:derives its name from
Taami in Arabic, which fiznifies the fea-coalt. There
is lit ¢ water here, a: it never rains; thers is alfo no
animal but the gazel or antelope, and but a few of
them. ‘Lhere are few birds, and thofe which may bs
found are generally filent.

On the 18th, at feven in th: morning, they firft dif-
eovered (ie mountains, und- which lies the town of
Lobeia, The bay was fo fhallow, and the tide peing at
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ebb, they could get no nearer than within about five
miles of the fhore. Loheia is built upon the fouth-weft
fide of a peninfula, furrounded every where; but on the
eaft, by the fea. In the middle of this neck thereis a
{mall mountain which ferves for a fortrefs, and there are
fowers with cannon, which reach acrofs on each fide of
the hill to the fhore. Beyond this is a plain, where the
Arabs intending to attack the town, generally affemble,
At Loheia they had a very uneafy fenfation, a kind of
prickling came into their legs, which were bare, ocea-
fioned by the falt efluvia, or fteams, from the earth,
which all about the town, and farther to the fouth, is
ftrongly impregnated with that mineral. Fifh, and
butckers meat, and indeed all forts of provifion, are
lentiful and reafonable at Loheia, but the water is bad.
t is found in the fand at the foot of the mountaius,
down the fides of which it has fallen in the time of the
rain, and is brought to the town in fkins upon camels,
There is allo plenty of fruit brought from the moun-
tains by the Bedowé, who live in the fkirts of the town,
and fupply it with milk, firewood, and fruit, chicfly
rapes and bananas. ; :

"The government of the Imam is much more gentle
than any Moorith government in Arabia or Africa; the
people too are of gentler manners, the men, from carly
azes, being 2ccuftomed to trade. The women at Loheia
_are as folicitous to pleafe as thofe of the moft polithed

natiens in Europe; and, though very retired, whether
" married or unmarried, they are not lefs careful of their
drefs and _perfons. At home they wear nothing bura
long fhift of fine cotton-cloth, feitable to their guality,
They dye their feet and hands with henna, not onlv for
brnament, but as an aftriggene, Yokeep them dry from
fweat ; they wear thein dwm hair, which is plaited, and
falls in long tails behind.

On the 27th, in the evening, they parted from Lo-
heia, but .were obliged to tow the boat out. Abcut
cleven they failed with a wind at north-calt, and pafied
a clufter of iflands on their left.

After pafing fome dangerous fhoals, on the zoth, at
feven o’clack in the morning, with a gentle but fteady
wind at weft, they failed for the mouth of the Indian

Ocean.
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Ocean. 'The Rais b came more lively and bolder as he
approached tis .wn coalt, and offere to carry Mr.
Bru e for nothiag, if he would gyo home with him to
Sheher, but he hid already erough upon his hands,
The coaft of Arabia, gll along from Mocha to the
Straits, is a bold coaft, clofe to which you may run
without danger night or day. They continued’ their
courfe within a mile of the [hore, where in fome places
there appeared to _e¢ {mall woods, in others a flat bare
country, bounded with mountains a confiderable dif-
tance. The wind frefhened as they advanced.  About
four in the afternocn they faw the mountain which
forms one of the Capzs of the Srraits of Babelmandeb,
in fhape refembling a gunner’s quoin. .
The 3ift, at nine in the morning, they came to an
anchor above Jibbel Raban, or Pilots Iland, juft under
the Cape which, on the Arabian fide, forms the north
entrance of the Straits.  Afier getting within the
Straits, the channel is divided into two, by the ifland
of Perim, otherwite called Mebum. The inmoft and
northern channel, or that towards the Arabian, {hore,
is two leagues broad at moft, and from twelve to feven-
teen fathom of water. ‘The other entry is three leagues
broad, with deep water, from®twenty to thirty fathom.
From this, the coalt on both fides runs pearly in a
north-weft direction, widening as it advances, and the
Indian Ocean grows ftraiter. The coaft upon the left
hand is part of the kingdem of Adel, and, on the right,
that of Arabia Felix. 4
On the 2d, at (un-rife, they faw land a-head, which
they took to be the main ; bur, upon nearer approach,.
and the day becoming clearer, they found two low
iflands to the leeward ; one of which they fetched with
great difficulty.  They found there the itack of an old
acacia-tree, and two or three bundies of wreek, or rot-
ten fticks, which they gathered with great care; and ali
of them agreed, they would eat breakfalt, dinner, and
fupper hot, inftead of the cold repatt they had made in
the Straits. ‘They now made feveral large fires; one
took the charge of the coffee, another boiled the rice ;
they killed four turtles, made ready a dolphin; got
beer, wine, and brandy, and drank the King’s healih
Ds in
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in earmeft, which their regimen would not allow them
to do in the Straits of Bagclmandcb. While this good
chear was preparing, Mr. Bruce faw with his glafs,
firft one man running along the coaft weftward, who did
not ftop ; about a quarter of an hour after, another upon
a camel, walking at the ordinary pace, who difmount-
ed juft oppolite to them, and ashe thought, kneeled
down to fay his prayers upon the fand. They had
launched their boat immediately upon feeing the trunk
of the tree on the ifland ; fo they were ready, and Mr,
Bruce ordered two of the men to row him on fhore,
which they did. It is a bay of but ordinary depth,
with ftraggling trees, and {fome flat ground along the
coalf. Immediately behind is a row ‘of mountains of a
brownifh or black colour.

Mr. Bruce went on fhore at the place, and, after
fome little intercourfe with fome of the natives, vfﬁofc
conduét was very fufpicious, he direéted the Rais to
ftand out towards Crab-ifland, and there being a gentle
breeze from the fhore, carrying an eafy fail, they ftood
over upon Mocha town, to avoid fome rocks or iflands.
While lying at Crab-ifland, he obferved two ftars pafs
the meridian, and by them he concluded the latitude of
that ifland to be 13° 2" 45" North.

The wind continuing moderate, but more to the
fouthward, at three o’clock in the morning of the 3d,
they paffed Jibbel el Ouree, then Jibbel Zekir; and
having a fteady gale, with fair and moderate weather,
palling-to the weftward of the ifland Rafab, between
that and fome other iflands to the north-caft, where the
wind tuarned contrary, they arrived at Loheia, the 6th,
in the morning.  Loheia is in lat. 15° 40" ¢2” north,
and in long. 429 58" 15" caft of thé meridian of Green-
wich. .

Every thing being prepared for our travellers de=
parture, they failed from Loheia on the 3d of September
1569, for Mafuah. 'The harbour of Loheia, which is
by much the largeft in the Red Sea, is now fo fhallow,
and choked up, that, unlefs by a narrow canal through
which yon enter and go out, there is no where three
fathom of water, and in many places not half that depth,
"This is the cafe with all the harbours on the eaft-coalt of

the
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the Red Sea, while thofe on the weft are deep, witheut
any banks or bars before them.

An Aby:ﬁnian, who dled on buard, and who had
been buried upon  their coming out from Loh~ia bay,
had been feen upon the bow(prit for two nights, and
had terrified the failors very much; even the Rais had
been not a little alarmed ; and, though he could not
direétly fay that he had feen him, yet, after Mr. Bruce
was in bed on the jth, he complained ferioufly to him
of the bad oonfequences it would produce if a gale of
wind was to rife, and the ghoft was to keep his place
there ; he defired him to come forward and fpeak to
him: “ My good Rais, (faid Mr, Bruce) I am exceed-
ingly tired, and my head achs muoch with the fun,
which hath been violent to-day. You know the Abyf-
finian paid for his pafluge, and, if he does not overload
the fhip, (and L apprehend he thould be lighter than when
we took him on board ) I do not think, that in juftice
or equity, either you or I can hinder the ghoft from
continuing his voyage to Abyflinia, as we cannot judge
what ferious bufinefs he may have there.” The Rais
began to blefs himlelf that he did not know any thing
of his affairs.—¢ Then, (faid Mr. Bruce) if you do not
find he makes the veffel too heavy before, do not moleft
him'; becauft, certainly, if he was to come into any
other part of the fhip, or if he was to infift to fit in the
middle of you (in the difpofition that you all are) he
would be a greater inconvenience to you than:in his
prefeat poft.” The Rais bagan again to blefs himfel,
repeating a verfe of the Korax ; *¢ bifmilla fheitan re-
jem,” in the name of God keep the devil far from me.
“ Now, Rais, (faid Mr. Bruce) if he does us no harm,
you will let him ride upon the bowfprit till he is tired,
or till he comes to Mafuah; for I {wear to you, unlefs
lie hurts or troubles us, Ido not think 1 have any ob-
ligation to get out of my bed to moleft him ; only fee
«that he carries nothing off with him.”

The Rais now feemed to be exceedingly offended,
and faid, for his part, he did not care foy his life more
than any other man on board ; if it was not from fear
of a gale of wind, he might ride on the bow({prit and be
d——n'd; but that he had always heard learned people

Do could
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could fpezk to ghofts. ¢ Will you be fo good, Rais,
(replied our traveller) to ftep forward, and tell him,
that I am going to drink coffee, and (hould be glad if
he would walk into the cabbin, and fay any thing he
Ras to communicate to me, if he is a Chriftian, and if
not, to Mahomet Gibberti.” The Rais went out, but,
as Mr. Bruce's fervant told him, he would neither go
himlelf, nor could get any perfon to go to the ghoft for
him. However, herc the matter ended for the prefent.
He was indeed fecn again fometime afterwards, and was
faid to have robbed feveral of the paflengers of part of
" their property. Mr. Bruce, however, found out, that
it was not the ghoft, but fome of the failors who were
the thieves, and, after this detetion, the ghoft was
never more heard of. ~
On the 11th, about feven in the evening, they ftruck
upon'a reef of coral rocks. Arabs are cowards in all
fiidden -dangers ; for they confider every accident as the
‘will of Providence, and therefore not to be avoided.
‘I'he Arab failors were for immediately taking to the
boat ; while the Abyflinians were for cutting up the
planks and wood of the infide of the veflel, and makin
her a raft. A violent difpute enfued, and after that a
battle, when night overtook them, ftill fa upon the
rock. The Rais and Yafine, however, calmed the
riot, when Mr. Bruce hegged the paffengers would hear
him.  You all know, i{)aid he) or fhould know,
that the boat is mine; as I bought it with my money,
for the fafety and accommodation of mylelf and fer-
vants; you know, likewife, that I and my men are all
well armed, while you are naked; therefore do not
imagine that we will fuffer any of you to enter that
_boat, and fave your lives at the expence of ours. On
this veflel of the Rais is your dependence, in it you are
“to be faved or to perith ; therefore all hands to work,
and get the vefiel off, while it is calm ; if the had been
“gnaterially damaged, fhe had been funk before now.””
‘They all feemed on this to take courage, and faid, they s
hoped he would not leave them. He told them, if they
would be men, he would not leaye them while there
was a bit of the veflel together,
i The



BRUCE’s TRAVELS, 6x

The boat was immediately launched, and one of Mr
Bruce’s {ervants, the Rais, and two failors, were pu;:
on board. They were foon upon the bank, where the
two failors got out, who cut their feet at firft upon the
white coral, but afterwards got firmer footing. They
attempted to pufh the thip bakwards but fhe would not
move. Poles and handipikes were tried in erder to ftir
her, but thefe were not long enough. In a word, there
was no appearance of getting her off before morning,
when they knew the wind would rife, and it was to be
feared fhe would then be dafhed to pieces. Other
efferts were then ufed, and a great ery was fet up, that
fhe began to move. A little after, a gentle wind juit
made itfelf felt from the eaft, and the cry from the Rais
was, * Hoift the fore-fail and put it a-back.” This being
immediately “ done, and a gentle breeze filling the
fore-fail at the time, they all pufhed, and the veficl {lid
gently off, free from the fhoal. Mr. Bruce did not
partake of the joy fo fuddenly as the others did. He had
always fome fears a plank might have been ftarted ; but
they faw the advantage of a veflel being fewed, rather
than nailed together, as fhe not only was unhurt, but
made very little water.

On the 1gth of September, at five in the afternoon,,
they came to an anchor in the harbour of Mafuah, hav-
ing been feventeen days on their paffage, including the
day they firft went on board, thougn this voyage, with:
a favourable wind, is generally made in three days; it
often has, indeed, been failed in lefs. Yet this muft
not be wholly attributed to the weather, as they fpent
much time in furveying the iflands.

TRAVELS
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Acconnt of the firft Ages of the Indian and Afvican Trade—
the firft Pespiing of Abyffinia and Atbara—jfome Conjec-
sures concerning the Origin of Language there.

HOEVER perufes the hiftory of the moft anci-
ent nations, will find the origin of wealth and
power to have rifen in the eaft, and to have graduaily
advanced weftward, fpreading itfelf at the fame time
north and fouth. They will find the ricaes and popula-
tion of thofe nations decay in proportion as this tade
Torfakes them ; which cannot but fuggeft tu every fenfi-
ble being, this certain truth, that God makes ufe of the
fmalleft means and caufes to operate the greateft and moft
powerful effeéts.  Seloftris pafled with a fleet of large
fhips from the Arabian Gulf into the Indian ocean; he
fubdued part of India, and opened to Egypt the com-
merce of that country by fea. It would appear he re.
vived, rather than firt difcovered, this way of carrying
o the trade to the Eaft Indies, which, though it was at
times intermitted, was, neverthelefs, perpetually kept
up by the trading nations themfelves, from the ports of
India and Africa, and on the Red Sea from Edom,
The
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‘The pilots of Sefoftris were acquainted with the phac-
nomena of the trade winds and monfoons. Hiftory fays
further of Sefoftris, that the Egyptians cenfidered him
as their greateft benefaftor, for having laid open to them
the trade both of India and Arabia, for having overturn.
ed the dominion of the Shepherd kings; and, laftly, for
having reftored to the Egyptian Individuals each their
own lands, which had been wrefted from them by the
violent hands of the Ethiopian Shepherds, during the firft
ufurpation of thefe princes. In memory of his having
happily accomplifhed thefe events, Sefoftris is faid to
have built a thip of ceder of ahundred and- twenty yards
in length, the outfide of which he covered with plates of
%‘)M, and the infide with plates of filver, and this he de-
dicated in the temple to Ifis. J

The inhabitiants of the peninfula of Indialaboured
under many difadvantages in point of climate. The
high and wholefome part of the country was covered
with barren and rugged mountains ; and, at different
times of the year, viojent rains fell in Jarge currents down
the fides of thefe, which overflowed all the fertile land
below ; and thefe rains were no fooner over, than they
were fucceeded by a feorching fun, the effect of which
upon the human body was to render it feeble, enervat-
ed, and incapable of the efforts neceflary for :tgnCu]turc'.
In this flat country, large rivers, that fcarce had decli-
vity enough to run, crept flowly along, through mea-
dows of fat black earth, ftagnating in many places as
they went, rolling an abundance of decayed vegetables,
and filling the whole air with exhalations of the moft cor-
rupt and putrid kind.  Yet they had plenty of cloathing
adapted by Providence to their climate; {pices to pre-
ferve their health; and every tree without culture pro-
duced them fruit of the moft excellent kind ; every tree
afforded them fhade, under which they conld pals their
lives delightfully in a calm and rational en_joymes?!, by
the gentle exercife of weaving, at once providing for the
health of their bodies, the neceflities of their families,
and the riches of their country. But however plentiful-
ly their fpices grew, in whatever quantity the Indians
confumed them, and however generally they wore their

~own manufattures, the fuperabundance of both was fuch,
as
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as naturally led them to look out for articles againft which
they-might barter their {uperfluities.

The filk and cutten of India were white and coloyr.
lefs, liable to foil, and without any variety ; but Arabia
produced gums and dyes of various colours, which were
highly agreeable to the tafte of the Afiatics. The bafis
of trade, between India and Arabia, was thus laid from
the beginning by the hand of Providence. The wants
and necellities of the one found a fupply, or balance trom
the other.

In India they fixed on gold and f{ilver as proper re-
turns for their manufattures and produce. It is not eafy
to fay, whether it was from their hardnefs or beaut; or
what other reafon governed the mind of man in making
this ftandard of barter. The hiftory of the particular
tranfaétions of thofe times is loft, if indeed there ever
was fuch hiftory, and, therefore, all further inquiries are
in vain,

Mr. Bruce next proceeds to fpeak of the o1igin of cha-
racters or letters. He fays, but two original charaéters
obtained in Egypt. The firft was the Geez, the fecond
the Saitic, and both thefe were the oldeft charafiers in
the world, and both derived from hieroglyphics.

Thebes was built by a colony of Ethioptans from Sice,
the city of Seir, or the Dog Star. Diodorus siculus
fays, that the Greeks, by putting O before Siris, had
made the word unintelligible to the Egyptians : Siris,
then, was Ofiris; but he was not the Sun, no more than
he was Abrabam, nor was he a real perfonage, He was
Syrius, or the dog-ftar, defigned under rhe figure of a
dog, becaufe of the warning he gave to Atbara, where
the firft.obfervations were made at his difengaging him-
{elf from the rays of the fun, fo as to be viiible to the
naked eye. "His firft appearance was figuratively com-
pared to the barking of a dog, by thewarning it gave to
prepare for the approaching inundation. Mr. Bruce be-
lieves, therefore, this was the firlt hieroglyphic ; and that
Ifis, Ofiris, and Tot, were all after inventions relating
toit. Itis not tobe doubted, that hieroglyphics, but
not aftronomy, were invented at Thebes, where the theo-
ry of the dog-ftar was particularly inveftigated, becaufe
connefted with their rural year,

Mr,
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M. Bruce confiders that immenfe quaniity of hiero-
glyphics, with which the walls of the temples, and faces
of the obelifks, are covered, as containing fo many af-
tronomical obfervations. He looks upon thefe as the
ephemerides of fome thoufand years, and that {utliciint.
ly accounts for their number. Their date and accuracy
were indifputable ; they were exhibited in the moft pub-
lic places, to be confulted as occafion required; and, by
the deepnefs of the engraving, hardnefs of the materials,
and the thicknefs and folidity of the block itfelf upon
which they were carved, they bade defiance at once to
violence and time. b
Mr. Bruce is fenfible, that moft of the learned writers
are of fentiments very different from him in thefe re-
fpects.  They look i)or myfteries and hidden meanings,
moral and philofophical treatifes, as the fubjects of thefe
hicroglyphics. A fceptre, they fay, is the ]jucroglyphic
of aking, Butwhere do we meet a fceptre upon an an-
tique Egyptian monument ? or wha 1old us this was an
embicm of royalty among the Egyptians at the time
of the firft invention of this figurative writing? Again,
the ferpent with the tail in its mouth denotes the eternit
of God, that heis without beginning aud without end.
T'his is a Chriftian truth, and a Chriftian belief, but no
where to be found in the polytheifm of the inventors of
hieroglyphies. It is not with philofophy as with aftro-
my ; the older the obfervations, the mure ufe they are
of to pofterity. A letture of an Egyptian priet upon
divinity, morality, or natural hiftory, would not pay the
trouble at this day, of engraving it upon flune ; and one
of the reafons that no {uch fubjeéts were ever treated in
hieroglyphics is, that in all thofe Mr. Bruce ever had an
opportunity of feeing, and very fow people have feen
more, he conflantly found the fame figures rejeared,
which abvioufly, and withour difpute. aliude to the hif-
tory of the Nile, and its diiferent periods of increale, the
mode of meafuring it, the Frelian winds ; in fhort, {uch
obfervations as we evely uay fee in an almanack, in
which we cannot fuppois, that forfaking the obvious
import, where the good they did was cvident, they
fhould aferibe different meanings to the hicroglyphic,
. tor
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to which no key has been left, and therefore their future
inutility muft have been forelven.

The word Tt is Ethiopie, and there can be little doubt
it means the dog-ftar. 1t was the name given to the firft
month of the Egyptian year, The meaning of the name,
in the language ot the province of Siré, is an ie/, com-

ofed of different heterogeneous pieces 3 it is found hav-
mithis fignification in many of their books. Thus a
naked man is not a 7oz, but the body of a naked man,
with a dog’s head, an afs’s head, or a [erpent inftead of
a head, is a Tot. According to the import of that word,
it is an almacack, or fetion of the phznomena in the
heavens, which are to happen in the limitted time 1t is
made to comprehend, when expofed for the information.
of the public; and the more extenfive its ufe is intended
to be, the greater number of emblems, or figns of obfex
vation, it is charged with.

The multitude of thefe emblems, and the frequent
change of them, produced the necefiity of eontratiing
their fize. and this again a confequentiat aiteration in the-
original forms; and a ftile or fmall portable inftrument,
became all that was neceflary for finithing thefe {malk
Tots, inftead of a large graver or carving tool, employed.
in making the large ones. But men, at Jaft, were fo
much ufed to the alteration, as to know it better than
under its primitive form, and the engraving became what
we may call the firft elements, or root, in preference tos
the original.

Thefe Tots were probably what formerly the Egyp-
rians called a book, or almanack ; a colleétion of thefe
was probably hung up in fome confﬁicunus place, to in-
form.the public of the ftate of the heavens, fealons, and.
difeafes to be cxpeéted in the courfe of them, as is the
cale in the Englifh almanacks at this day..

W hether letters were known to Noah before the flood,.
is no where faid fromany authority, and the inquiry inte
it is therefore ufelefs. It is difficulr;,.in Mr. Bruce’s opi-
nion, to imagine that any fociety, engaged in aifferent
occupations, could fublift long without them. There
feems to be lefs doubt, that they were invented, foon af.
ter the difperfion, long before Molfes, and in common:
ufc among the Gentiles of his time. It feem alfo pro.

bable,.
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bable that the firft alphabet was Ethiopic, firft founded
on hieroglyphics, and afterwards modelled into more
current, and lefs laborious figures, for the fuke of apply-
ing them to the expedition of bufinels.

Though Mofes certainly did not invent either, or any
charaéter, it is probable that he made two, perhaps more,
alterations in the Ethiopic alphabet as it then ftood, with:
a view to increafe the diflerence ftill more berween the
writing then in ule among the nations, and what he in-
tended to be peculiar to the Jews. The firlt was altering
the direftion, and writing from right to left, whereas, the
Ethiopian was, and is to this day, written from left to
right, as was the hieroglyphical alphabet. The fecond
was taking away the points, which, from all times, muft
have exifted and been, as it were, a part of the Ethiopic
letters invented with them, and Mr. Bruce does not fee
how it is poffible it ever could have been read without
them ; fo that, which way foever the difpute may turn
concerning the antiguity of the application of the Mafo-
retic poinis, the invention was nu new one, bid dnl éxil
as early as language was written. Probably thefe altera-
tions were very rapidly adopted after the writing of the:
law, and applied o the new charasier as it then ftoed;
becaufe, not long after, Mofes was ordered to {ubmit the:
law itfelf to the people, which would have been perfet-
ly ufelefs, had not reading and the character been fami-
liar to them at that time.

It alfo appears to our traveller, that the Ethiopic
words were always feparated, and could not run toge-
ther, or be joined as the Hebrew, and that the roning
the words together into one muft haye been matter of
choice in the Hebrew, to increafe the difference in writ-
ing the two languages, as the contrary had been pradifed:
in the Ethiopian language. Thougl there is really little
refemblance between the Ethiopic and the Hebrew let-
ters, and not much more between thet and the Samari-
tan, yet there is room for fufpicion, that the languages
were once much nearer a-kin than this difagreement of
their alphabet promifes, and for this reafon, that a very
great number of words. are found throughout the Old
Teftament that have really no root, nor can be derived
from any Hebrew origin, and yet zli have, in the Ethi-

opic,
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opic, a plain, clear, unequivocal origin, to and from
which they can be traced withoat force or difficulty.

After Thebes was deftroyed by the firft Shepherds,
commerce, and it is probable the arts with it, fled for 3
time from Egypt, and centered in Edom, a city and ter.
ritory, tho’ we know little of its hiftory, at that periog
the richeft in the world. David, in the very neighbour.
hood of Tyre and Sidon, calls Edom the firoug city ;
* Who will bring me into the ftrong city ? * Who will
¢¢ lead me into Edom #” David, from an old quarrel,
and probably from the recent inftigations of the Tyriang
his friends, invaded Edom, dettroyed the city, and difs
perfed the people. He was the great military power
then upon the continent ; Tyre and Edom were rivals ;
and his conqueft of that laft great and trading flate,
which he united to his empire, would yet have loft him
the trade he fought to cultivate, by the very means he
ufed to obtain it, had not Tyre been in a capacity to fuc-
ceed to Edom, and to colleét its mariners and artificers,
feattered abroad by the conq_uqﬁ. David took pnffcﬁiun
of two ports, Eloth and Ezion- aber, from which le
carried on the trade to Ophir and Tarfhifh, to a very
great extent, to the day of his death,

David was fucceeded by Solomon in his kingdom, and
Hkewife in the friendfhip of Hiram king of Tyre. Sa-
lomon vifited Eloth and };,'zion-gaber in perfon, and for.
tified them. He colleéted a number of pilets, fhip-
wrights, and mariners, difperfed by his father’s conqueft
of Edom, moft of whom had taken refuge in Tyre and
Sidon, the commercial ffates in the Mediterranean. Hj.
ram fupplied him with failors in abundance ; but the
failors fo furnifhed from Tyre were not capable of per-
forming the fervice which Solomon required, withou
the direttion of pilots and mariners ufed to the naviga.
tion of the Arabian Gulf and Indian Ocean. Such were
thofe mariners who formerly lived in Edom, whom So-
lomon had now colle@ed in Eloth and Ezion-gaber.

Very different was the lalt-mentioned navigation in al]
refpeéts from that of the Mediterranean, which, with
regard to the former. might be compared to a pond, every
fide being confined with fhares little diftant one from the
other ; even that fmall extent of fea was fo full of 1flands,

: that
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that there was much greater art required in the pilot ta
avoid land than to reach it. It was, befides, fubject to
variable winds, being to the northward of 30° of lati-
tude, the limits to which Providence hath confined thofe
winds all over the globe; whereas the navigation of the
Indian Ocean was governed by laws more convenient
and regular, thmll\%h altogether different from thofe that
obtained in the Mediterranean. Mr. Bruce then pro~
ceeds to explain this phanomenon,

Itis known to all thofe who are ever fo little verfant
in the hiftory of Egypt, that the wind from the north
prevails in that valley all the fummer months, and is
called the Erefran awinds; it {weeps the valley from
north to fouth, that being the direction of Egypt, and
of the Nile, which runs through the midft of it. The
two chains of mountains, which confine Egypt on the
eaft and on the welt, confirain the wind to take this pre-
cife direétion.

We may nuturally fuppofe the fame would be the cafe
in the Arabian Gulf, had that narrow fea been in a di-
retion parallel to the land of Egypt, or due north and
fouth. The Arabian Gulf, however, or what we call
the Red Sea, lies from nearly north-weft to fouth-eaft,
from Suez to Mocha, It then turns nearly eaft and welt
till it joins the Indian Ocean at the Straits of Babelman-
deb. The Etefian winds, which are due north in Egypt,
here take the direftion of the Gulf, and blow in that di-
reétion {teadily all the feafon, while it continues north
in the valley of Egypt ; thatis, from April to Oéober
the wind blows north-weft up the Arabian Gulf towards
the Straits; and from November till March, diredly
contrary, down the Arabian Gulf, from the Straits of
Babelmandeb to Suez and the Iithmus. Thefe winds,
which fome corruptly call the trade-avinds, is a very er-
roneous name given to them, and apt to confound nar-
ratives, and make them unintellig'ble. A trade-wind
is a wind which, all the year through, blows, and has
ever blown, from the fame point of the horrizon ; fuch
is the fouth-weft, fouth of the Line, in the Indian and
Pacific Ocean. On the contrary, thele winds, of which
we have now {poken, are called mozfoons ; each year they:
blow fix months from the northward, and the other fix

. months
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months from the fouthward, in the Arabian Gulf: While
in the Indian Ocean, without the Straits of Babelman.
deb, they blow juft the contrary at the fame feafons ;
that is, in fummer from the fouthward, and in wintep
from the northward, fubje@t to a fmail inflexion to the
caft and to the weit.

It may be neceffary here to obferve, that a veflel fail-
ing from Suez or the Elanitic Gulf, in any of the fum.
mer months, will find a fteady wind at north-weft, which
will cairy it in the direétion of the Gulf to Mocha, At
Mocha, the coaft is eaft and weit to the Straits of Babel.
mandeb, {o that the veffel from Mocha will have varia-
ble winds for a fhort fpace, but moftly wefterly, and thefe
will carry her on to the Straits. She is then done with
the monfoon in the Gulf, which was from the north,
and, being in the Indian Ocean, is taken up by the mon.
{oon which blows in the fummer months there, and is di-
re@ly contrary to what obtains in the Gulf. This is z
fouth-wefter, which carries the veflel with a flowing fail
to any part in India, without delay or impediment. The
fame happens upon her return home. She fails in the
winter months by the monfoon proper to that fea, thag
is, with a north-eaft, which carries her through the
Straits of Babelmandeb.  She finds, within the Gulf, 3
wind at fouth-eaft, dire@ly contrary to what was in the
ocean ; but then her courfe is contrary likewife, fo that
a fouth-eafter, anfwering to the direftion of the Gulf,
carries her direétly to Suez, or the Elanitic Gulf, to
whichever way fhe propofes going. Hitherto all is
plain, fimple, and eafly to be underftood ; and this was
the reafon why, in the carlieft ages, the India trade was
carried on without difficulty,

The profperous days of the commerce with the Elanitic
Gulf fecmed to be at this time nearly paft ; yet, after
the revolt of the ten tribes, Edom remaining to the houfe
of David, they {till carried on a fort of trade from the
Elanitic Gulf, though attended with many difficulties,
This continued till the reign of Jehofaphat ; but, on Jeu
horam’s fucceeding that prince, the Edomites revolted
and chofe a king of their own, and were néver after {ub.
jeét to the kings of Judah till the reign of Uzziah, who
conguered Eloth, fortified it, and having peopled it with

a
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2 colony of his own, revived the old traffic. This fub-
fifted tiil the reign of Ahaz, when Rezin king of Damaf-
cus took Eloth, and expelled the Jews, planting in their
ftead a colony of Syrians. But he did not long enjoy this
good fortune, for the year after, Rezin was conguered

-by Tilgath-pilefer; and one ot the fruits of this victo
was the taking of Eloth, which never after returned to
the jews.

The extirpation of the Edomites, the repeated wars
and conquelt to which the cities on the Elanigic Gulf
had been fubjeét, all the great events that immediately
followed one another, of courfe difturbed the ufual chan-
nel of trade by the Red Sea, whofe ports were now con-
fequently become unfafe by being in pofieflion of ftran-
gers, robbers, and foldiers ; it changed, therefore, to a
place nearer the center of police and good government,
than fortified and frontier towns could be fuppofed to be.
The Indian and African merchants, by convention, met
in Affyria, as they had done in Semiramis’s time ; the
one by the Perfian Guif and Euphrates, the other thro’
Arabia. Affyria, therefore, became the mart of the
India trade in the Eaft.

Nabopollafer, and his fon Nebuchadnezzar, brought
a prodigious quantity of bullion, both filver and gold,
to Babylon his capirtal, having plundered Tyre, and
robbed Solomon’s Temple of all the gold that had been
brought from pphir ; and he had, befides, conquered E-
gypt and laid it walte, and cut off the communication of
trade in all thefe places, by almoft extirpating the peo-
ple.  Immenfe riches flowed to him, therefore, on all
fides, and it was a circumftance particularly favourable
to merchants in that country, that it was governed by
written laws that fcreened their properties from any re-
markable violence or injuitice.

Such was the fituation of the country at the birth of
Cyrus, who, having taken Babylon and flain Belfhazzar,
became mafter of the whole trade and riches of the Eaft,
Whatever charaéter writers give of this great prince,
his conduét, with regard to the commerce of the country,
fhews him to have been a weak one; for not content
with the prodigious profperity to which his dominions
had arrived, by the misfortune of other nations, and

perhaps
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perhaps by the good faith kept by his fubje@s to mer.
chants, enforced by thofe written laws, he undertog)
the moft abfurd and difaftrous projeét of molefting the
traders themf{elves, and invading India, that all 2t once
he might render himfelf mafter of their riches. He ex.
ecuted this [cheme juft as abfurdly as he formed it; for
knowing that large caravans of merchants came into
Perfia and Affyria from India, through the Ariana, (the
defert coaft that runs all along the Indian Ocean to the
Perfian Gulf, almoft entirely deftitute of water, and
very nearly as much fo of provifions, both which cara-
vans always carry with them), he attempted to enter
India by the very [ame road with a large army, the very
fame way his predeceflor Semiramis had projeéied 1300
years before ; and as her army had perithed, fo did his
to a man, without having ever met with the leaft {uc-
cefs.

His fon and fucceffor Cambyfes, was equally unfor.
tunate ; for, obferving the quantity of gold brought
from Ethiopia into Egypt, he refolved to march to the
fource, and at once make himfelf mafter of thole trea-
fures by rapine, which he thought came too ﬂowly
through the medium of commerce. .

Cambyfes’s expedition into Africa obtained a celea
brity by the abfurdity of the proje&, by the.enormous
cruelty and havock that attended the courfe of it, and
by the great and very juft punifhment that clofed it in
the end. It was one of thofe many monftrous extrava.
gancies, which made up the life of the greateft madman
that ever difgraced the annals of antiquity. The bafeft
mind is perhaps the moft capable of avarice; and when
this paffion has taken pofleflion of the human heart. it is
ftrong enough to excite us to undertakings as great ag
any of ‘thofe diftated by the nobleft of our virtues,
Cambyles, amidft the commifiion of thie moft horrid ex-
cefles during the conqueft of Egypt, was informed that,
from the fouth of that country, there was conftantly .
brought a quantity of pure gold, independent of what
came {rom the top of the Arabic Gulf, which was now
carried into Affyria, and circulated in the trade of hig
country.  This fupply of gold belorged properly and
exclufively to Egypt; and a very luc.a ive, theugh not
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very extenfive commerce, was, by its means, carried on
with India. He found out that the people, poffeffin
thefe treafures, were called Maerobii, which § niﬁegs
long livers; and that they polleffed a country divided
from him by lakes, mountains, and deferts.  But what
ftill affected him moft was, that in his way were a mu].
titude of warlike Shepherds.

Cambyfes, in order to make peace with the Shep.
herds, fell furioufly upon the gods and temples in k.
gypt; he murdered the facred ox, the apis, deftroyed
Memphis, and all the public buildings wherever he
went. This was a gratification to the Shepherds, being
equally enemies to thofe that worthipped beaits, or lived
in cities. After this introduc¢tion, he concluded peace
with them in the moft folemn manner, each nation
vowing eternal amity with the other. Notwithftanding
which, no fooner was he arrived at Thebes (in Egypt)
than he detached a large army to plunder the Temple of
Jupiter Ammon, the greateft object of the worfhip of
thefe Shepherds ; which army utterly perifhed without a
man remaining, probably covered, by the moving fands.
He then began his march againft the Macrobii, keeping
clofe to the Nile. The country there heing too high to
receive any benefit from the inundation of the river,
produced no corn, fo that part of his army died for
want of provifion.

A detachment from anothgr part of his army pro-
ceeded to the country of the Shepherds, who, indeed,
furnithed him with food ; but, exafperaed at the fu-
crilege he had committed againft their god, they con-
dutted his troops through places where they could pro-
cure no water.  After fuffering all chis lofs, he was not
vet arrived beyond 249, the parallel of Syene, From
hence he difpatched ambafladors, or ipies, to difcover
the country before him, finding he could no longer
rely upon the Shepherds. Thele found it full of blacl:
warlike people, of great fize, and prodigious ftrength of
body ; adtive, and continually exercifed in hunting
the lion, the elephant, and other monflrous bealls
which live in thefe forefts. They {o abound with vold,
that the moft cominon utenfils and infiruments were 31.16(:
of that metal, whilft, at the fame time, they were utter
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ftrangers to bread of any kind whatever ; and, not only
fo, but their country was, by its nature, incapable of
producing any fort of grain from which bread could be
made. They fubfifted upon raw fleth alone, dried in
the fun, efpecially that of the rhinoceros, the elephant,
and giraffa, which they had flain in hunting. On fuch
food they have ever fince lived, and live to this day,
and on fuch food Mr. Bruce himfelf lived with them
yet ftill it appears firange, that people confined to this
diet, without variety or change, fhould have it for their
charaderiflic that they were long livers,

The Shepherds were not at all alarmed at the arrival
of Cambyfes's ambaffadors. On the contrary, they
treated them as an inferior fpecies of men. Upon afking
them about their diet, and hearing it was upon bread,
they called it dnzg, probably from having the appear-
ance of that bread which the miferable Agows, their
neighbours, make from feeds of baftard rye, which
they collet in their fields under the burnir_l rays of the
fun. They laughed at Cambyles's requifition of fub-
mitting to him, and did not conceal their contempt of
his idea of bringing an army thither. They treated
ironically his hopes of conqueft, even fuppofing all dif-
ficulties of the defert overcome, and his army ready
to enter their country, and counfeled him to return
while he was well, at leaft for a time, till he fhould

roduce 2 man of his army that could bend the bow
that they then fent him; in which cafe, he might con-
tinue tn advance, and have hope of conquett.

It is well known, that the Perfians were all famous
archers. 'I'he mortification, therefore, they experi.
enced, by receiving the bow they could not bend, was
a very fenfible one, though the narrative of the quan-
tity of gold the meflengers had feen made a much
greater impreffion upon Cambyfes. To procure this
treafure was, however, imprafticable, as he had no

rovifion, nor was there any in the way of his march,

is army, therefore, wafted daily by death and difper-
fion; and he had the mortification to be obliged to re-
treat into Egypt, after part of his troops had been re.
duced to the neceflity of cating each other,

. This
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. Trade was now attempted to be opened by Darius,
king of Perfiz, in a much more worthy and liberal
manner, as he fent fhips down the river Indus into the
ocean, whence they entered the Red Sea, I is pro-
bable, in this voyage, he acquired all the knowledge
neceffary for eftablilhing this trade in Perfia; for he
muft have paffed through the Perfian Gulf, and along
the whole eaftern coaft of Arabia; he mult have feen
the marts of perfumes and fpices that were at the
mouth of the Red Sea, and the manner of bartering for
gold and filver, as he was neceffarily in thofe trading
places which were upon the very fame coaft from which
the bullion was brought.

Alexander’s expedition into India was, of all events,
that which moft threatened the deftruétion of the com-
merce of the Continent, or the difperfing it into differ-
ent channels throughout the Eaft : Firft, by the deftruc-
tion of Tyre, which muft have, for a time, annihilated
the trade by the Arabian Gulf; then by his march
through Egypt into the country of the Shepherds, and
his intended further progrefs into Ethiopia to the head
of the Nile. If we may judge of what we hear of him
in that part of his expedition, we fhould be apt not to
believe, as others are fond of doing, that he had
fchemes of commerce mingled with thofe of conquefis.
His anxiety about his own birth at the Temple of Jupi-
ter Ammon, this firft queftion that he afked of the
prieft, * Where the Nile had its fource,” feemed to
denote a mind bufied about other objects ; for elfe he
was then in the very place for information, being in
the temple of the horned god, the deity of the Shep-
herds, the African carriers of the Indian produce: a
temple which, though in the midlt of fand, and defti-
tute of gold or filver, poflefied more and better infor-
mation concerning the trade of India and Africa, than
could be found in any other place on the Continent.

Alexander, after having viewed the main ocean to
the {outh, ordered Nearchus with his fleet to coaft
along the Perfian Gulf, accompanied by part of the
army on land for their mutual affiftance, as there were 2
great many hardfhips which followed the march of the
army by land, and much difficulty and danger attend-
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ed the {hipping as they were failing in unknown fias
againft the monfoons. Nearchus himfelf informed the
king at Babylon of his fuccefsful voyage, who gave
him orders ‘to continue it into the Red Sea, which ke
happily accomplifhed to the bottom of the Arabian
sul

The wifeft princes that ever fat upon the throne
of Egypt were the the Prolemies, who applied with the
utmoft care and attention to cultviate the trade of
India, to kecp up a perfeét and friendly underftanding
with every country thet fupplied any branch of it, and
inftead of clii}urh:.ng it either in Afia, Arabia, or Ethio-
pia, as their predeceflors had done, they ufed their ut-
moft efforts to encourage it in all quarters,

Piclemy I. was at this time reigning in Alexandria,
the foundation of whofe greatnefs be not only laid, but
lived to fee it arrive at the greatcft perfection. It was
his conftant faying, that the true glory of a king was not
in being rich himfelf, but in making his fubjeéts fo. He,
therefore, opened his ports to all trading nations, en-
couraged ftrangers of every language, prote&ied cara-
vans, and a free navigation by fea, by which, in a few
years, he made Alexandria the great ftorc-houfe of
merchandize from India, Arabia, and Ethiopia,
Ptolemy had been a foldier from his infancy, and con-
fequently kept up a proper military force, that made
him every where refpe¢ted in thefe warlike and unfettled
times. Hehad a fleet of two hundred fhips of war
conftantly ready in the port of Alexandria, the only
part for which he had apprehenfions.  All behind him
was wilely governed, whilft it enjoyed a moft flourifhing
. trade, to the profperity of which peace is neceffary. Me
died in peacc and old age, after having merited the

lorious name of Scter, or Saviour of the kingdom.

Alexandria received the current of trade with the
greateft impetuofity, all the articles of luxury of the Faft
were to be found there. Gold and filver, which were
{ent formerly to Tyre, came ncw down to the Ifthmus
(for Tyre was no more) by a much fhorter carriage,
thence to Memphis, whence it was fent down the Nile
to Alexandria. The gold from the weft and fouth parts
of the continent reached the fame port with much lefs

time
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time and rifk, as there was now no Red Sea to pafs ;
and here was found the merchandife of Arabia and In.
dia in the greateft profufion.

Prolemy, to facilitate the communication with Arabia
built a town on the coaft of the Red Sea, in the country
of the Shepherds, and called it Berewice, after his
mother. This was intended as a place of neceffary re-
frefhment for all the traders up and down the Gulf,
whether of India or Ethiopia; hence the cargoes of
merchants, who were afraid of lofing the monfoons, or
had loit them, were carried by the inhabitants of the
country, in three days, to the {ﬁle, and therc embark-
ed for Alexandria. To make the communication be-
tween the Nile and the Red Sea ftill more commodious,
this prince tried an attempt (which had twice before
mifcarried with very great lofs) to bring a canal from
the Red Sea to the Nile, which he a&ually accomplith-
ed, joining it to the Pelufiac, or Eaftern branch of the
Nile.

Ptolemy had a very powerful fleet and army, but he
was inferior to many of the princes, his rivals, in ele-

hants, of which great ufe was then made in war.
Thefe Etbinpians were hunters, and killed them fos
their {ubfitence. Prolemy, however, withed to have
them taken alive, beinz numerous, and hupcd both to
furnith himflf, and difpofe of them as an article of
trade, to his neighbours. There is fomerthing ridicu-
lous in the manner in which he exeuted this expedition.
Aware of the difficulty of {ublifting in tha country, he
chofe only a hundred Gre:k horfemen, whom he cover-
ed with coats of monftrous appearance and fize, which
left nothing vifible but the eyes of the rider. Their
horfes too were difguifed by huge trappiugs, which
took from them all proportion aud fhape.  In this man-
ner they eatered this part of Ethiopia, {preading terrur
ev ry  here by their appearance, to which -their
ftrength and courage bore a ftri¢t proportion whenever
they came to ation. But neither force nor intreaty
could gain any thing upon thefe Shepherds, or ever
make themn ciange or forfake the food they had been {o
long accu comed to; and all the fru' Ptolemy reaped
from this expedirion, ‘.\'El'i}_fﬂ build a city, by the fea-
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fide, in the fouth-eaft corner of this country, which he
called Ptolemais Theron, or Ptolemais in the country
of wild bealfts.

Ptolemy Evergetes, fon and fucceffor of Ptolemy Phi.
ladelphus, having provided himfelf amply with neceffa-
ries {l:)r his army, ordered a fleet to coaft along befide
him, up the Red Sea; he penetrated quite through the
country of the Shepherds into that of the Ethiopian
Troglodytes, who are black and woolly-headed, andpin-
habit the low country quite to the mountains of Abyfli-
nia. Heeven afcended thofe mountains, forced the in-
habitants to {ubmiffion, built a large temple at Axum,
the capital of Siré, and raifed a great many obelifks, fe-
veral of which are ftanding to thisday. Afterwards pro-
ceeding to the fouth-caft, he defcended into the cinna-
mon and myrrh country, behind Cape Gardefan, (the
Cape that terminates the Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean)
from this, crofled over to Arabia, tothe Homerites, be-
ing the fame pecple with the Abyflinians, only on the
Arabian fhore.  He then conquered feveral of the Ara-
bian princes, who fitft refifted him, and had it in his

ower to have put an end to the trade of India there, had
ﬁc not been as great a politician as he was a warrior. He
ufed his victory, therefore, in no other manner, than to
exhort and oblige thefe princes to protect trade, encou-
rage ftrangers, and, by every means provide for the fure.-
ty of neutral intercourfe, by making rigorous examples
of robbers by fea and land.

India, and the Indian feas, were as well known in E-
eypt as they are now ; and the embafly of Eudoxus to the
Tndies muff have been to remove the bad effects, which
the extortions and robberies of Ptolemy VIL committed
upon all ftrangers in the beginning of his reign, had
made upon the trading nations. Eudoxus returned, but
after the death of Ptolemy. The neceflity, however, of
this voyage appeared {till great enough to make Cleopa-
ra, his widow, projeét a fecond to the fame place, and
greater preparations were made than for the former one,
But Eudoxus, trying experiments probably about the
courfes of the trace-winds, loft his paffage, and was
thrown upon the coalt of Ethiopia ; where, having landed,
and made himfelf agreeable to the natives, he brcl)ught

homg
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home to Egypt a particular defeription of that country
and its produce, which furnifthed all the difcovery necei-
fary to inftru& the Ptolemies in every thing that related
to the ancient trade of Arabia.

The difcovery of Sgain, the poffeflion of the mines
of Attica from which they drew their filver, and the re-
volution that happened in Egypt itfelf, feemed to have
fuperfeded the communication with the coaft of Africa;
for, in Strabo’s time, few of the ports of the Indian
Ocean, even thofe neareft the Red Sea, were known.
Mr. Eruce fuppoles, that the trade to India by Egypt
decreafed from the very time of the conqueit by Ceefar.
The mines the Romars kad at the fource of the river
Beus, in Spain, did not produce them above 15,000l
a-year ; this was not a fufficient capital for carrying on
the trade to India, and therefore tﬁc immenfe riches of
the Romans feem to have been derived from the great-
nefs of the prices, not from the extent of the trade.
Egypt now, and all its neighbourhood, began to wear 2
face of war, to which it had been a firanger, for fo many
ages. The north of Africa was in conftant troubles,
after the ficft ruin of Carthage ; fo that we may imagine .
the trade to India began again, on that fide, to be car-
ried on pretty much in the fame manner it had been be~
fore the days of Alexander. But it had enlarged itfelf
very much on the Perfian fide, and found an eafy, fhort
inlet, into the north of Europe, which then furnithed
them a market and confumption of fpices.

The Jews in Alexandria, until the reign of Polemy
Phifcon, had carried on a very extenfive part of the In-
dia trade.  All Syria was mercantile; and lead, iron,
and copper, fupplied, in fome manner, the deficiency
of gold and fifver, which never again was in fuch abund-
ance till after the difcovery of America. But the an-
cient trade to India, by the Arabian Gulf and Africa,
carried on by the medium of thefe rwo metals, remained
at home undiminifhed with the Et iiopians, defended by
large extenfive deferts, and happy vith the enjoyment of
riches and fecurity, till a frefh dif svery again intrody.
ced to them both partners and maft rs in their trade.

Me. Bruce next proceeds to give fome account of the
vifit made by the Queen of Sheba, as we erroneonfly call

E 4 her,
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her, and the confequences of that vifit; the foundation
of an Ethiopian monarchy, and the continuation of the
fceptre in the tribe of Judah, down to this day.

Many have thought this queen was an Arab. Byt
Saba was a feparate ftate, and the Sabeans a diftinét peo-
ple from the Ethiopians and the Arabs, and have con.
tinued fo till very lately. We know, from hiftory, that
it it was a cuftom among thefe Sabeans, to have women
for their fovereigns in preference to men, a cuftom which
ftill fubhfts among their defcendents.  Her name, the
Arabs fay, was Belhis ; the Abyflinians, Magueda, Our
Saviour calls her Queen of the Senth, without mentioning
any other name, but gives his fanétion to the truth of the
voyage. ** The Queen of the South (or Saba, or Azab)
“ fhall rife up in the judgment with this generation, and
“ fhall condemn it; for fhe came from the uttermoft
«¢ parts of the earth to hear the wifdom of Solomon; and,
« behold, a greater than Solomon is here.” No other

iculars, however, are mentioned about her in fcrip-
ture. The gold, the myrrh, caffia, and frankincenfe,
were 21l the produce of her own country ; and the many
reafons Pineda pives to {thew fhe was an Arab, more than
convince Mr. Bruce that fhe was an Ethiopian or Cufhite
fhepherd.
hether fhe was a Jewefs or a Pagan is uncertain ;
Sabaifm was the religion of all the Eaft. It was the con-
fiant attendant and ftumbling block of the Jews; but
confidering the multitnde of that peeple then trading from
Jerufalem, and the long time it continued, it is not im-
robable fhe was a Jewefs. She likewife appears to have
gccn a perfon of learning, and that {ort of learnir g which
was then almoft peculiar to Palefline, not to Ethiopia,
For we {i e that one of the reafons of her coming, was 1o
examine whether Solemon was really the learned man he
was faid to be. Shke came to try him in allegories, or
parables, in which Nathan inftruéted Solomon.

The annals of Abyffinia fay fhe was a Pagan when
fhe left Azab, but being full of admiration at the fight
of Solomon's werks, fhe was converted to Judaifm in
Jerufalem, and bore him a fon, whom fhe called Meni-
lek, and who was their firft king.

She
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She returned with her fon Mi -elek to Saha, or Azab,
whom, af.er keeping him {ome years, the fent back to his
father to be initracted. Solomon did net negled his
charge, and he was anointed and crowned king of Ethio-
pia, in the temple of Jerufalem, and at his inauguration
taok the name of David. After this he returned to
Azabh, and brought with him a colony of fews, among
whom were many doétors of the law of Mofes, particu-
larly one of each tribe, to make judges in his kinadom,
from whom the prefent Umbares (or Supreme Judges,
three of whom always attend the king) are faid and be-
lieved to be defcended. With thefe came alfo Azarias,
the fon of Zadok the prieft, and brought with him a He-
brew tranfeript of the law, which was delivered into his
cuftody, as he bore the title of Nebrit, or High Prieft ;
and this charge, though the book itfelf was burnt with the
<church of Axum in the Moorith war of Adel, is fiiil
continued, as it is faid, in the lineage of Azarias, who
are Nebrits or keepers of the church of Axum, at this
day. All Abyflinia was thereupon converted, and the
government of thz church and ftate modelled according
to what was then in ufe at Jerufalem.

The quzen of Saha having male laws irrevocable to
all her pofterity, dizd, after a long reign of forzy years,
in 986 before Chriit, placing her fon Menilzk upon the
thirone, whofe pofterity, the aanals of Abydinia woult
teach us to believe have ever fince reigned. So far we
muft indeed bear witnefs to them, that this is no new
dostrine, but has been fteadfaitly and uniformly maiutain-
ed from their earlieft account of time; firk, when: Jews,
then in lat-r days after they had embrazed Chrittianiry.

Mr. Brace then oblerves, that as we are ahout to take
our leave of the Jewifh religion and government in the
line of Solomon, it is here the proper place that he thould
add what he has to fay of the Falatha, The account
they give ol themfelves, which is fupported only by tra-
dition among them, is, that they came with Menilek. from
Jerafalem, fo that they agree perledily with the Abygi.
nians in the ftory of the queen of Saba, who, thev fay
was a Jewefs, and her nation Jews before the time of
Solomon ; that fhe lived at Saba, or Azaha, the muvrrh
and frankincenfe country upon the Arabian gulf, They

5 fay
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fay further, that fhe went to Jerufalem, under protec.
tion of Hiram king of Tyre, whofe daughter is faid in
the xlvth Plalm to have attended her thither; that {he
went not in fhips, nor through Arabia, for fear of the
Ifhmaclites, but from Azab round Mafuah and Suakem,
and was efcorted by the Shepherds, her own fubjeéts, to
Jerufalem, and back again, making ufe of her own coun-
try vehicle, the camel, and that her’s was a white one,
of prodigious fize and exquifite beauty. 'They agree
alfo, in every particular, with the Abyflinians, about
the remaining part of the ftory, the birth and inaugura-
tion of Menilek, who was their firft king ; alfo the com-
ing of Azarias, and twelve elders from the twelve tribes,
and other doftors of the law, whofe pofterity they de-
ny to have ever apoftatifed to Chriftianity, as the Aby{-
finians pretend they did at the converfion. 'They fay,
that, when the trade of the Red Sea fell into the hands
of {lrangers, and all communication was fhut up be-
tween them and Jerufalem, the cities were abandoned,
and the inhabitants relinquifhed the coaft ; that they were
the inhabitants of thefe cities, by trade moftly brick and
tile-makers, potters, thatchers of houfes, and fuch like
mechanics, employed in them ; and finding the low coun-
try of Dembea afforded materials for exercifing thefe
trades, they carried the article of pottery in that pro-
vince to a degree of perfection fcarcely to be imagined.

Thefe people, being very induftrious, multiplied ex-
ceedingly, and were very powerful at the time of the
converfion to Chriftianity, or, as they term it, the Apof-
tacy under Abreha and Atzbeha, At this time they de.
clared a prince of the tribe of Judah, and of the race of
Solomon and Menilek, to be their fovereign. The
name of this prince was FPhineas, who refufed to aban-
don the religion of his forefathers, and from him their
{oyereigns are lineally defcended ; fo they have flill

rince of the houfe of Judah, althougb the Abyflinians,
Ey way of reproach, have called this family Bet Ifrael,
intimating that they were rebels, and reyolted from the
family of Solomon and tribe of Judah.

An attempt was made, about the year gbo, by this fa-
mily to mount the throne of Abyflinia, when the princes
of the houfe of Solomon were nearly extirpated upon the

rock
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rock Damo. 'This, it is probably froduced more ani-
mofity and bloodfhed. At lalt the power of the Falafha
was {o much weakened, that they were obliged to leave
the flat country of Dembea, having no cavalry to main-
tain themfelves there, and to take pofleflion ot the rue.
ged, and almoft inacceflible rocks, in that high ridge (-‘-ﬁ_
led the mountains of Samen. A great overthrow, which
they received in the year 1600, brought them to the ve-
ry brink of ruin. In that battle Gideon and Judith,
their king and queen, were flain. They have fnce a-
dopted a more peaceable and dutiful behaviour, pay taxes,
and are fuffered to enjoy their own government.

The only copy of the Old Teftament which they have,
is in Geez, the fame made ufe of by the Abyflinian Chrif-
tians, who are the only feribes, and fell thefe copies to
the Jews ; and, it is very fingular that no controver{y, or
difpute about the text, has ever yet arifen between the
profeflors of the two religions.

Tudolf, the moft learned man that has written upon
the fubjed, fays, that itis apparent the Ethiopic Old
TeRament, at leaft the Pentateuch, was copied from the
Septuagint, becaufe of the many Grecifms to be found
in it; and the names of birds and precious ftones, and
fome other paflages that appear literally to be tranflated
from the Greek. He imagines alfo, that the prefent
Abyflinian verfion is the work of Frumentius their firlt
bifhep, when Abyflinia was converted to Chriftianity
under Abrecha and Atzbeha, about the year ggo after
Chrift, or a few years later.

As the Abyflinian copy of the Holy Scriptures, in
Mr. Ludolf’s opinion, was tranflated by Fromentius
above 330 after Chuifl, and the Septuagint verfion, in
the days of Philadelphus, or Ptolemy L. above 1bo
years before Chrift, it will follow, that, if the prefent
TJews ufe the copy tranflated by Frumentius, and, if that
was taken from the Septuagint, the Jews muft have been
above 4oo years without any books whatfoever at the
time of the converfion by Frumentius: So they muft
have had all the Jewifh law, which is in perfect vigour
and force among them, all their Levitical obfervances,
their purifications, atonments, abftinences and {acrifi-
«ccs, all depending upon theli::r Jjsncmory, without writing,

at
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at leaft for that long fpace of 405 years. This, though
not ablolutely impofiible, is furely very nearly fo. We
know, that at Jerufalem itfelf, ‘the feat of Jewilh law
and learning, idolatry hn{:pcning to prevail, during the
fhort reigns of only four kings, the Faw, in that inter-
val, became {o perfeétly forgotten and unknown, that a
copy of it being accidentally found and read by Jofiah,
that prince, upon his firft learning its contents, was (o
aftonifthed at the deviations from it, that he apprehend-
ed the immediate deftruétion of the whole city and
people.

The Abyflinians have thewhole fcriptures entircly as we
have, and count the fame number of books ; but they
divide them in another manner, at leaft in private hands,
few of them, from extreme poverty, being able to pur-
chafe the whole, either of the hiltorical or prophetical
books of the Old Teftament. The fame may be
faid of the New, for copies containing the whole of it
are very fcarce. Indeed no where, unlefs in churches,
do you fee more than the Gofpels, or the Aéts of the
Apoftles, in one perfon’s pofieflion, and it muft not he
an ordinary man that poffefies even thefe. Many books
of the OId Teftament are forgotten, fo that it is the
fame trouble to procure them, even in churches, for the
purpofe of copying, as to confult old records long cover-
ed with duft and rubbifh. The Revelation of St. john
is a_piece of favourite reading among them There is
no fuch thing as diftinétions between canonical and apo-
cryphal books. Bell and the Dragon, and the Aés of
the Apoftles, are read with equal devotion, and, for the
wmoft part, with equal edification. The Song of Solomon
is a favourite picce of reading among the old priefts,
but forbidden to the young ones, to the deacons, lay-
men, and women. The Abyffinians believe, that this
fong was made by Solomon in praife of Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter ; and do not think, as fome of our divines are dife
pofed to do, that there is in it any myftery or allegory
refpecting Chrift and the church.

Next to the New Teftament they place the conftitu-
tutions of the Apoftles, which they call Synnodos, which,
as far as the cafes or doétrines apply, we may fay is the
written’law of the country, Thefe were tranflated ont

of
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of the Arabic. They have next a general Kturay, or
book of common prayer, befides feveral others pg?uliar
to certain feftivals, under whofe names they go. The
next is a very large vqlumnious book, called Haimasnoss
Abou, chiefly a collection from th_e works of different
Greek fathers, treating of, or explaining feveral herefies,
or difputed points of faith, in the ancient Greek Church,
Tranflations of the works of St. Athanafius, St. Bazil,
St. John Chryfoftome, and St. Cyril, are likewife cur-
rent among them.

The next is the Synaxar, or the Flos Sanftorum, in
which the miracles and lives, or lies of their faints, are
at large recorded, in four monftrous volumes in folio,
ftuffed full of fables of the moft incredible kind. They
have a faint that wreftled with the devil in the fhape of
aferpent nine miles long, threw him from a mountain,
and killed him. Another faint who converted the devil,
who turned monk, and lived in great holinefs forty years
after his converfion, doing penance for having tempted
our Saviour upon the mountain: what became of him
after, they donot fay. Again, another faint, that never
ate nor drank from his mother’s womb, went to Jerufa-
lem, and faid mafs every day at the holy fepulchre, and
came home at night in the fhape of a ftork. The laft
Mr. Bruce mentions was a faint, who, being very fick,
and his ftomach in diforder, took a longing for par-
tridges ; he called upon a brace of them to come to him,
and immediate'y two roafted partridges came flying, and
refted upon his plate, to be devonred. Thefe ttories are
circumftantially told and vouched by unexceptionable
people, and were a grievous ftumbling-block to the Je-
fuits, who could not pretend their own miracles were
either better eftablifhed, or more to be credited.

The laft of this Ethiopic library is the book of Enoch,
Upon hearing this book firft mentioned, many literati in
Europe had a wonderful defire to fee it, thinking thar,
no doubt, many fecrets aud unknown hiltories might be
drawn from it, Upen this, fome impoftor getting an
Ethiopic book into his hands, wrote for the title, 7%,
Prophecies of Enach, upon the front page of it. M.
Pierifc no fooner heard of it than he purchafed it of the
impoftor for a confiderable fum of money : being placed

atterwards
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afterwards in Cardinal Mazarine’s library, where Mr,
Ludolf had accefs to it, he found it was a Gnoftic book
upon myfteries in heaven and earth, but which men-
tioned not a word'of Enoch, or his prophecy, from be.
ginning to end ; and, from this difappointment, he takes
upon him to deny the exiftence of any fuch hook any
where elfe. This, however, is a miftake ; for, amon
the arcicles Mr, Bruce configned to the library at Paris,
was a very beautiful and magnificent copy of the prophe-
cies of Enach, in large quarto; another is amongit the
bouks of {cripture which he brought home, flanding im-
mediately betore the book of Job, which is its proper
place inthe Abyflinian canon; and a third copy he pre-
fented to the Bodleian library at Oxford. :

The Abyflinian annals mention an expedition to have
happened into the fartheft part of Arabia Felix, which
the Arabian authors, and indeed Mahomet himfelf in
the Koran calls by the name of the War of the Elephant,
and the caufe of it was as follows: There was a temple
nearly in the middle of the peninfula of Arabia, that
had been held in the greateft veneration for about 1400
years. 'The Arabs fay, that Adam, whcn. ﬂ'illt out of
paradife, pitched his tent on this fpot ; while Eve, from
{ome accident or other, died and was buried on the thore
of the Red Sea, at Jidda. Two days journey cait from
this place, her grave, of green fods about fifty yards in
length, is fhewn to this day. In this tem le alfo was a
black ftone, upon which Jacob faw the vifion mentioned
in feripture, of the angels delcending, and afcending
into Heaven. It is likewife faid, with more appearance
of probability, that this temple was built by Sefottris, in
his voyaﬁe to Arabia Felix, and that he was worfhipped
there under the name of Ofiris.

'This tower, and idol, being held in great vencration
by the neighbouring nations, fuggefted the very natural
thought of making the temple the market for the trade
from Africaand India. They chofe this town in the
heart of the country, acceflible on all fides, and com-
manded on none, calling it Becca, which fignifies the
Houfe ; though Mahomet, after breaking ths idol and
dedicating the temple to the true God, named it Mecca,

under
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under which name it has continued, the centre or great
mart of the India trade to this day.

Abreha, in order to divert this trade into a channel
more convenient for his prefent dominions, built a very
large church or temple, in the country of the Homerites,
and nearer the Indian Ocean. To encourage alfo the
refort to this place, he extended to it all the privileges,
protection, and emoluments, that beionged to the Pagan
temple of Mecca.

Among the various tribes of Arabs, one called Beni
Koreifh, had the care of the Caba, the name by which
the round tower of Mecca was called. Thefe people
were exceedingly alarmed at the profpeét of their temple
being at once deferted, both by its votaries and mer-
chants, to prevent which, a party of them, ia the night,
entered Abreha’s temple, and having firt burned what
part of it could be confumed, they polluted the part that
remained, by befmearing it over with human excrements.

So grofs an affront could not be paffed unnoticed by
Abreha, who, mounted upon a white clephant, at the
head of a confiderable army, refolved, in return, to de-
ftroy the temple of Mecca, and wirth this intent laid fiege
to that place. Abou Thaleb was then keeper of the Caba,
who had intereft with his countrymen the Beni Koreifth
to prevail upon them to make no refiftance, nor {hew any
figns of withing to make a defence. He had prefented
himfelf early to Abreha upon his march. There wasa
temple of Ofiris at Taief, which, as a rival to that of
Mecca, was locked upon by the Beni Koreith with a
jealons eye. Abreha was fo far mifled by the intelli-

ence given him by Abou Thaleb, that he miftook the
Temple of Taief for that of Mecea, and razed it to the
foundation, after which he prepared to return home.

Being foon afterwards informed of his miftake, and
not repenting of what he had already done, he relolved to
deftroy Mecca alfo. Abou Thaleb, however, had ne-
ver left his fide ; by his great hofpitality, and the plen-
ty he procured to the Emperor’s army, he fo gained
Abreha, that hearing, on inquiry, he was no mean
man, but a prince of the tribe of Beni Koreifh, noble
Arabs, he obliged him to fit in his prefence, and kept
hiun conftantly with him as a companion, At laft, not

knowing
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knowing how to reward him fufficiemly, Abreha de.
fired him to afk any thing in his power to grant, and
he would fatisfy him. Abou Thaleb, taking him a¢
his word, wifhed to be provided with a man, tha
fhould bring back forty oxen, the foldiers had Rolen
from him. Abreha, who expelted that the favour he
was to afk, was to fpare the ‘Temple, which he had in
that cale refolved in his mind to do, could not conceal]
his aftonifhment at [o filly a requeft, and he could not
help teftifying this to Abou Thaleb, in a manner thae
fhewsd it had lowered him in his efteem. Abou Tha.
lcb, fmiling, replied very calmly, ¢ If that before you
is the Temple of God, as 1 believe it is, you fhall never
deltroy it, if it is his will that it fhould ftand : If it jg
not the Temple of God, or which is the fame thing, if
he has ordained that you fhould deftroy it, 1 fhall nog
only aifift you in demolifhingit, but fhall help youincar.
rying away the laft ftone of it upon my fhoulders : Bug
as for me, Iam a Shepherd, and the care ot cartle is my
profeflion ; twenty of the oxen which are ftolen are not
my own, and I fhall be put in prifon for them 1o-
morrow ; for neither you nor I can believe that this
is an affair God will interfere in ; and therefore 1 apply
to you for a foldier who will feek the thicf, and bring
back my oxen, that my liberty be not taken frem me.”
Abreha had now refrefbed his army, and, from re-
gard to his guelt, had not touched the Temple; when,
fays the Ara ian author, there appeared, coming from
the fea, a flock of birds called Ababil, having faces like
lions, and each of them in his claws, holding a fmall tone
like a pea, which he let fall upon Abreha’s army, fo that
they all were deftroyed.  The author of the manufeript
from which Mr. Bruce took this fable, and which is
alfo related by feveral other hiftorians, and mentioned
by Mahomet in the Koran, does not {eem to fwallow
the ftory implicitly. For he fays, that there is no bird
that has a face like a lion, that Abou Thaleb was a Pa-
gan, Mahomet, being not then come, and that the
Chriftians were worfhippers of the true God, the God
of Mahomet; and, therefore, if any miracle was
wrounght here, it was a miracle of the devil, a victory in
favour of Paganiim, and deftru@ive of the belief of
3 the
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the true God. In conclufion, he fays, that it was s
this time that the fmall-pox and meafles firft broke out
in Arabia, and almoft totally deftroyed the army of
Abreha. But if the ftone, as big as a pea, thmwgb
the Ababil, had killed Abreha’s army to the laft many
it does not appear how any of them could die after..
wards, either by the fmall.pox or meafles. All that is
material, however, to us, 1n this fa&t, is, that the time
of the fiege of Mecca will be the xra of the firft appear-
ance of that terrible difeafe, the {mall-pox, which we
thall fet down about the year 356 ; aad it is highly pro- -
bable, from other circumftances, that the Aby{linian
army was the firft vi&im to it.

As for the church Abreha built near the Indian ocean,
it continued free from any further infult till the Maho-
metan conqueft of Arabia Felix, when it was finally de-
ftroyed in the Khalifat of Omar. This is the Aby(li-
nian account, and this the Arabian hiftory of the War
of the Elephant, which are flated as found in the books
of the moft credible writers of thofe times.

The Jewifh religion had fpread itfclf far into Arabia
as carly as the commencement of the African trade with
Paleftine ; but, after the deftruction of the temple by
Titus, a gieat increafe both of number and wealth had
made that people abfolute mafters in many parts of that
peninfula. In the Neged, and as far up as Medl_na.
petty princes, calling themfelves kings, were eftablifh-
ed, who being trained in the wars of Paleftine, became
very formidable among the pacific commercial nations
of Arabia, deeply funk into Greek degeneracy.

Phineas, a prince of that nation from Medina, having
beat St Aretas, the Governor of Najiran, began to
perfecute the Chriftians by a new fpecies of cruelty, by
ordering certain furnaces, or pits full of fire, to be pre-
pared, mto which he threw as many of the inhabitants
of Najiran as refufed to renounce Chriftianity. Juftin,
the Greek Emperor, was then employed in an unfuc-
cefsful war with the Perfians, fo that he could not give
any aflitance to the affli¢ted Chriltians in Arabia, but
in the year g2z he {ent an embafly to Caleb, or Elef-
baas, king oi Abyflinia, intreating him to interfere in
favour of the Chriftians of Najiran, as he too was of

the
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the Greek church. On the Emperor’s firft requeft,
Caleb fent orders to Abreha, Governor of Yemen, tq
march to the afliftance of Aretas, the fon of him whq
was burnt, and who was then collefting troops,
Strengthened by this reinforcement, the young foldier
did not think proper to delay the re\renging his father’s
death, till the arrival of the Emperor ; but having come
up with Phineas, who was ferrying his troops over an
arm of the fea, he entirely routed them, and obliged
their prince, for fear of being taken, to fwim with his
‘horfe to the neareft thore. It was not long before the
Emperor had croffed the Red Sea with his army; nor
had Fhincas loft any time in colle&ing his feattered
torces to oppofe him. A battle was the confequence,
in which the fortune of Caleb again prevailed.

Neither of the Jewith kingdoms were deftroyed by the
vi@ories of Caleb, or Abreha, nor the fubfequent con-
queft of the Perfians. In the Neged. or north part of
Aravia, they continued not only atter the appearance of
Mahomet, but till after the Hegira. The Arabian manu-
feripts fay pofitively, that this Abreha, who affifted
Aretas, was Governor of Arabia Felix, or Yemen.

In the Greek church a moft fhameful proftitution of
manners prevailed, as alfo innumerable herefies, which
were firft received as true tenets of their rel gion, but
were foon after perfecutéd in a moft uncharitable man.
ner, as being erroneous.  Their lies, their legends, their
faints and miracles, and, above all, the abandoned be-
haviour of the prielthood, had brought their charafters
in Arabia almoft as Jow as that of the detefted Jew,
and, had they been confidered in their true l:ght, lhe}-
had been ftill lower. 'The diftates of nature in the
heart of the honeft Pagan, conftantly employed in long,
Lrely, and dangerous voyages, awakened him often
to reflect who that Providence was that invifibly go-
verned him, fupplied his wants, and often mercifullp
faved him from the deftruétion into which his own igno-
rance or rafhnefs were leading him. Poifoned by no
fyftem, perverted by no prejudice, he withed to know
and adore his Benefattor, with purity and fimplicity of
heart, free from thele foliperies and follies with which
ignorant priefts and monks had difguifed his worthip,

Poflefled
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Poffeffed of charity, fteady in his duty to his parents
full of veneration for his {uperiors, attentive and !‘.:crci-‘.
ful even to his beafts; in a word, containing in his
heart the principles of the firft religion, which God
had inculcated in the heart of Noah, the Arah wag
already prepared to embrace a much more perfeét one
than what = Chriftianity, ‘at that time, disfigured by
folly and fuperftition, appeared to him to be.

Mahomet, of the tribe of Beni Koreifh (at whofs
infligation is uncertain) took vpon himlelf to be the
apoitle of anew religion, pretending to have, for his
only objec, the worlhip of the true God. Oflenfibly
full of the morality of the Arab, of patience and fclt-
denial, fuperior even to what is made neceffary to fal-
vation by the gofpel, his religion, at the bottom, was
but a fyftem of blafphemy and falfehood, corruption
and injuftice. Mahomet and his tribe were moit pro-
foundly ignorant. There was not among them but one
man that could write, and it was not doubted he was
to be Mahomet’s fecretary, but unfortunately Mahiomet
could not read his writing. The ftory of the angel who
brought him leaves of the Koran is well known, and
1o is all the reft of the fable. The wifer part of his own
relations, indeed, laughea at the impudence of his pre-
tending to have a communication with angels. av-
ing, however, gained, as his apoltles, fome of the beft
foldiers of the tribe of Beni Koreifh, and perfifting with
great uniformity in all his meafures, he eftublithed a
new religion upon the ruins of idolatry and Sabaifm, in
the very temple of Mecca.

Mahomet enjoined nothing fevere, and the frequent
prayers and wathings with water which he directed,
were gratifications to a fedentary people in a very hot
country. The lightnefs of this yoke, therefore, recom-
mended it rapidly to thofe who were difguited with long
fafting, penances, and pilgrimages. 'The poifon of this
falle, yet not fevere religion, Ipread itfelf from that
fouptain to all the trading nations: India, Ethiopia,
Africa, all Afia, {uddenly embraced it; and cvery ca-
ravan carried into the bofom of its country people
not more attached to trade, than zealous to preach and

propagate their new faith,
The
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The Arabs begun very foon to ftudy letters, and came
to be very partial to their own language; Mahomet him.
felf [o much fo, that he held out his Koran, for its ele.
gance alone, as a greater miracle than that of raifing the
dead. This was not univerfally allowed at that time ;
as there were even then compofitions fuppofed to equal,
if not to furpals it.

The Arabs were a people who lived in a country, for
the moft part, dclecr; their dwellings were tents,
their principle occupation feeding and breeding cale,
and they married with their own family. The langua
therefore of fuch a people muft be very poor; there g
no variety of images in their whole country. The
were always bad poets, as their works will tefiify ; and
if contrary to the general rule, the language of Arabia
Deferta became a copious one, it muit have been by the
mixture of fo many nations meeting and trading at Mec.
ca. It muft, at the fame time, have been the moft cop.
rupt, where there was the greateft concourfe of firangers,
and this was certainly among the Beni Koreifh at (]
Caba.

The war that had diflra&ed all Arabia, flrlt betweey
the Greeks and Perfians, then between Mahomet and the
Arabs, in fupport of his divine miffion, Lad very much
hurt the trade carried on by univerfal confent at (he
Temple of Mecca., Caravans, when they dared venture
out, were {uiprifed vpon every road, by the parifans of
one fide or the other. Both merchants and trade hag
taken their departure to the fouthward, and eflablifhed
themlelves fouth of the Arabian Gulf, in places which
had been the markets for commerce, and the rendevous of
merchants,  The conqueft of the Abyflinian territories
in Arabia forced all thofe that yet remained to take je.
fuge on the African fide, in thelittle diftrits which now

rew into confideration. The Governor of Yemen (or
%\’ajafhi ) corverted now to the faith of Mahomet, retir-
ed to the African fide of the Gulf. His government,
long ago, having been fhaken to the very foundation by
the Arabian war, was at laft totally deftroyed

After Omar had fubdued Egypt, he defiroyed the va-
Juable library at Alexandria; but his {fucceflors thoughe
very differently from him in the article of profan: learning ,

Greek
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Greek books of all kinds (efpecially thofe of Geometry

y - = ] . »
Aftronomy, and Medicine,) were fearched for every where
and tranflated.  Sciences flourifhed and were encou raged.
I'rade at the fame time kept pace, and increafed with
k :dge, Geography and afironomy were every where
diligendly ftudied, and folidly applied to make the Voy-
ages of men from place ta place fafe and expeditious.

In one family of the Jews, an independent fovereignty
had always been preferved on the mountain of Samen, and
the royal refidence was upon a high-pointed rock, called
the Jews Rock: Several other inacceflible mountains
ferved as natural fortrelles for this people, now grown very
confiderable by frequent acceflions of ftrength from Pa-
leftine and Arabia, whence the Jews had been expelled.
Gideon and Judith were then king and queen of the Jews,
and their daughter Judith (whom in Amhara they call
Efther, and fometimes Saat, i. e. fire,) was a woman of
great beauty, and talents for intrigue ; had been married
to the governor of a fmall diftriét called Bugna, in the
neighbourhood of Lafta, both which countries were like-
wife much infedted with Judaifm.

Judith had made fo ftrong a party, that fhe refolved to
attempt the fubverfion of the Chriflian religion, and, with
it, the fucceflionin the line of Solomon. The children
of the royal family were at this time, in virtue of the old
law, confined on the almoft inacceflible mountain of Da-
mo in Tigré. The fhort reign, fudden and unexpetted
death of the late king Aizor, and the defolation and cor-
tagion which an epidemical difeafc had {pread both in
court and capital, the weak ftate of Del Naad who was to
fucceed Aizor and was an infant; all thefe circumftances
together, impreffed Judith with an idea that now was the
time to place her family upon the throne, and eltablifh her
religion by the extirparion of the race of Solomon. Ac-
cordingly fhe furprifed the rock Damo, and flew the
whole princes there, to the number, it is faid, of about
400. Some nobles of Amhara, upon the firft news of 1he
cataftrophe at Damo, conveyed the infant king Del
Naad, now the only remaining prince of his race, into
the powerful and loyal province of Shoa, and by this
means the royal family was preferved to be again refto-
red.  Judith took poffeflion of the throne in defiance of

the
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the law of the queen of Saba, by this the firft interruption
of the fucceffion in the line of Solomon; and, contrary to
what might have been expeéted from the violent means
fhe had ufed to acquire the crown, fhe not only enjoved it
herfelf during a long reign of 40 years, but tranfmitted
. it alfo to five of her pofterity.

After a great number of years, the line of Solomon
was again reftored in the defcendants of Del Naad, who,
as we have f{een, had efcaped from the maffacre of Da.
mo under Judith. Content with pofleffing the loyal
province of Shoa, they continued their royal refidence
there, without having made one attempt, as far ag
hiltory tells us, towards recovering their ancient king.
dom,

TRAVELS
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TO DISCOVER

The SOURCE of the NILE,

BOOK II

ANNALS OF ABYSSINIA.

Containing the Hiftory of the Abyffinians, from the Reflora-
tion of the Line of Salomon to the Death of Socinios.

ICON AMLAC.
.rnou 1268 To 1283,

N an abridgement of fo copious a work, it ¢annot be
I expected that we fhould follow Mr. Bruce minutely
through his Annals of Abyflinia. The accounts of
kings and princes of remote ages are not always enter-
taining. ¢ fhall therefore in this and the following
Book collet only fuch matters as appear entertaining or
inftruftive to our readers, and fhall refer thofe to the
original itfelf, whofe leifure, curiofity, or Eecuniary
abilities, may enable them to perufe larger works.

Tcon Amlac is the only name by which we know this
firlt prince of the race of Solomon, reftored now full
to his dominions, aftera long exile his family had fuf.
fered by the treafon of Judith, = The fignification of his
name is, ““ Let him be made our fovereign,” and is ap-

parently
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parently that which he took upon his inauguration oy
acceflion to the throne; and his name of baptifn, and
bye-name or popular name given him, are both there.
fore loft, He was a wile and prudent prince,

IGBA SION,
from 1283t01312.

TO Icon Amlac fucceeded Igba Sion, and alter him
five other princes, his brothers, Bahar Segued, Tzenaf
Scgued, Jan Segucd, Hafeb Araad, and Kedem Segued,
all in five years. So quick a’ fucceflion in fo few years
feerns to mark very unfettled times. ~ Whether it wasa
civil war among themfelves that brought thefe reigns to
fo fpeedy a conclnfion, or whether it was that the Moo-
rifh ftates in Adel had grown in power, and fought fuc.
cefsfully againft them, we do not know.

"AMDA SION.
From 1312 to 1342,

AMDA Sion fucceeded his father, Wedem Araad,
who was youngelt brorher of Jcon Amlac, and came to
the crown upon the death of his.uncles. He is general.
ly known by this his inauguration name ; his Chriftiap
name was Guebra Mafcal. His reign began with a feene
as difgraceful to the name of Chriflian as it was new ip
the annals of Ethiopia. and which promifed a chara@er
very different from what this prince preferved ever af.
terwards. He had for atime, it feems, privately lovedrg
concubine of his father, but had now taken her to live
with him publickly ; and, not content with committin
this fort of inceft, he, in a very little time after, had fe.
duced his two {ifters,

Patience was as little among this prince’s virtues as
chaflity, as he immediately ordered Honorius to be ap-
prchcnded, ftripped naked, and feverely whipped through

_every ftreet of his capital. That fame night the town
took fire, and was entirely confumed, and the cler y loft
no time to perfuade the people, that it was the blood of

Honorius



BRUCE's TRAVELS, 97
Honorius that turned to fire whenever it had dropped
upon the ground, and {o had burnt the city. The kin
rhaps better informed, thought otherwife of ¢his ar‘%
uppofed the burning of his capital was owing to el
Monks themfelves. i[e therefore banifhed thefe of De.
bra Lebanos out of the province of Shoa.

In Adel and Auffa the inhabitants are tawny, and pot
black, and have long hair. They are rich and power-
ful ; but there is no current coin in Abyflinia. Gold
is paid by weight; all the revenues are chiefly paid in
kind, viz. oxen, fheep, and honey, which are the great-
-eft necefluries of life.  As for luxuries, they are obtained
by a barter of gold, myrrh, coffee, elephants tecth, and
a variety of other articles which are carried over to Ara-
bia ; and in exchange for thefe is brought back what-
ever is commiflioned.

In Abyfiinia, the rainy feafon generally puts an end
to the active part of war, as every one retires then to
towns and villages to fereen themiclves from the incle-
mency of the climate, deluged now with daily rain. ‘The
foldier, the hufbandman, and. above all, the women, de- -
dicate this feafon to continued feftivity and rior. Thefe
villages and towns are always placefl upon the higheft
mountains ; the valleys that intervens are foon divided
by large and rapid torrents. Every hollow foot-path be-
comes a [tream, and the valleys between the hills become
fo miry as not to bear a horfe ; the waters, both deep
and viclent, are too apt to fhift their direction to fuffer any
one on foot to pafs fafely. All chis feafon, and this alone,
people fleep in their houfes in fafety ;their Jances and
thicids are hung up on the fides of their hall, and the fad-
dles ;m([ ])1':.(1!'.:5 :akcn OfFE:]L“l’I‘ ]'Il)l’fL'S 5 ﬁ)l’ in Aby(ﬁnia, at
other times, the horfes zre alvays bridled, and are accuf-
tomed to eat and drink with thisincumbrance. The court,
and the principal cfficers of government, rctire to the
capital, and there adminifler juftice, make alliances, and
prepare the neceflary funds and armaments, which the
prefent exigencies of the fta'e require on the retura of
fair weather.

_The Abyflinians are every one of them fearful of the
night, :anilling to travel, and, above all, to fight in
that feafon, when they imagine the world is in potlef-
fion of certain genii, av;:rf'e tosutercourfe with men,

anl
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and very vindiiive, if even by accident they are ruffied
or put out of their way by their interference.  This, in-
deed, is carried to fo great a height, that no man will
ventare to throw water out of a bafon upon the ground,
for fear that, in ever fo fmail a fpace the water fhould
have to fali, the dignity of fome elf, or fairy, might
be violated. The Moors have none of thefe apprehen-
fions, and are accultomed in the way of trade to travel
at 2]l hours, fometimes from nceeflity, bat often from
choice, to avoid the heatr. They laugh, moreover, ac
the fuperftitions of the Abyflinians, and not unfrequent-
1y avail themfelves of them. A verfe of the Koran,
fewed up in leather, and tied round theirnecks or their
arms, fecures them from all thefe incorporeal enemies ;
and, from this known advantage, if other circumflan-
ces are favourable, they never fail 1o fight the Abyflini-
ans at or before the dawn of the morning, for in this
eountry there is no twilight. ;

Amda Sion died of a natural death at Tegular in Shoa,
aftera reign of thirty years, which was but a continued
feries of vi¢tories, no inftance being recorded of his hay.
ing been once defeated.

SAIF ARAAD
From 1342 to 1370.

SAIF ARAAD fuceeeded his father Amda Sion; and
in his time, all was peaceahle on the fide of Adel, asng-
thing is mentioned relative to that war. Little is fajd
of this monarch worth mentioning here, nor of the feveral

fucceeding kings from this period to 1434.
ZARA JACOB.
From 1434 to 1468.

ZARA JACOB, fourth fon of David II. fucceeded
his nephew, and reigned 34 years, and, at his inaugura.
tion, took the name of Conftantine. Heis looked upon
in Abyflinia to have been another Solomon, and a model
of what the belt of {fovereigns fhould be. From what we
know of him, he feems to have been a prince who had

tte
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theblzd{ ?tpportunity, and with that the greateft inclination
to be inftrufted in the politics, manners, and reljo;
other countries. e : i rehgl oot

- A convent had been long before this eftablithed ar Je-
rufalem for the Abyflinians, which he in part endowed
as appears by his letters ftill extant, written to monks of
that convent. He alfo obtained from the Popc a con-
vent for the Abyflinians at Rome, which to this day is
appropriated to them, though itis very feldom that ei-
ther there, or even at Jerufalem, there are now any Aby{-
finians. By his defire, and in his name, ambafladorg
(t. . prielts from Jerufalem) were fent by Abba Nicode-
mus, the then Superior, who aflifted atithe council of Flo-
rence, where, however, they adhered to' the opinion of
the Greck church about the proceeding of the Holy Ghoft,
which created a {chifm between the Greek and Latin
churches. ' This embafly -was thought of confequence
enouzhito be the fubjett of a painting in the Vatican. and
to. this pi€ture we owe the knowledge of fuch an embafly
having been fent. ; 3

BEAEDA MARIAM
1“rt_m-| 1468 to 1478.

BEDA MARIAM fucceeded to the throne againft
his father's inclination, after having received much ill
ufage during the earlier part of his lite, of which this was
the occafion.  His mother took foviolent and irregular a
longing to {ee her fon king, that fhe formed a {cheme, by
the ftrength of a party of her relations and frieads, trufting
to the weaknefs of an old man, to force him into a part-
nerfhip with his father. Examples of two kings, at the
{ame time, and cven in this degree of relation, were more
than once to be found in the Abyflinianannals, but thofe
times were now no more. -A ftrong jealoudly had fucceed-
ed to an unreafonable confidence, and had thrown both
the perfon and pretenfions of the heirs-apparent of this age
to as greata diftance as was poffible.

Sion Magafls, or the Grace of Sion, for fuch was the
name of the queen, firft began to tamper with the clergy,
who, though they did not abfolutely join her in her views
thewed her, however, more encouragement than was'

Fa2 fay,
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firi€ily confiftent with their allegiance. From thefe fhe
applied to fome of the principle officers of ftate, and to
thofe about the king, the belt affected to her fon and his
fucceflion. ~ Thefe, aware of the evil tendency of her
{cheme, firft advifed her, by every means, to lay it afide;
and afterwards, deeing fhe {till perfified, and afraid of 5
difcovery that would involve her accomplicesin it, th
diclofed the matter to the king himfelf, who refented the
intention fo heinoufly, that he ordered the queen to be
beaten with rods till fhe expired.

. Though nothing had hitherto appeared to criminate
the young prince, it wasfoon told the king, that, after the
death of the queen, her fon Bzda Mariam had taken
frankincenfe and wax-tapers from the churches, which
he emploved, at {tated times, in the obfervation of the
ufual folemnities over: his. mother’s grave. The king,
having called his fon before him, began to queftion him
about what he had heard ;~while the prince, -witheut hefi-
tation, gave him a full account of every circumitance, glo-
rying in what, he faid, was his duty, and denying that
e was accountable to any man on earth for the marks of
affeétion which he fhewed to his mother.

Baxda Mariam confidering his fon’s juftification asa re-
proach made to himfelf for cruelty, ordered the prince,
and, with him, his principal friend Meherata Chriftos, to
be loaded with irons, and banifhed to the top of a moun-
tain; and it is hard to fay where this punithment waould
have ended, had not the monks of Debra Koffo and Debra
Libanas, and all thofe of the defert, (who thought them-
felves in fome meafure accomplices with his mother, by
exhortations, pretended prophecies, dreams and vifions,
convinced the king, that providence had decreed nnaltera-
bly, that none but his fon, Bada Mariam, fhould fue-
ceed him. To this ordinance the old king bowed, as it
gave him a, profpet of the long continuance of his family
on the thione of Abyfiinia.

This king, while he was bufy in planing the conguefk
of Adel, was feized with a painin his bowels. whether
from poifon or otherwife, is not knewn, which put a pe-
ricd to his'life. "He was a prince of great bravery and
condut, very mederate in his pleafures, very devout,
zealous for the eftablifhed church, butfteady in his refift-
3 : ance
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ance to the monks and other clergy in all their attempts to-
wards perfecution, innovation, and independency,

ISCANDER, ok ALEXANDER,
' From-1478 to 1495.

KING Bzda Mariam being dead, the hiftory of Abyf-
finia informs us, that a tumulruous meeting of the nobles
brought from the mountain of Gefhen the queen Romana,
with her fon Ifcander, who upon his arrival was crowned
without any oppofition.  For feveral years after Ifcander
afcended the throne, the gueen his mother, together with
the Acab Saat, Tesfo Georgis, and Betwudet Andu, go-
verned the kingdom defpotieally under the name of the
young kina “Accordingly, after fomal years (nfferance,
a confpiracy was formed, atthe head of which were two
men of great power, ‘Abba Amdu and Abba Hafabo, but
the confpirators proving unfuccefsful, fome of them were
imprifoned, fome put to death, and others banilhed to un-
wholefome places, there to perifh with hunger and fe-
vers. ' -

The king having proved fuccefsful in the war againft
Adel, in his return to Shoa, left his troops, which was
the northern army, in the northern provinces, as he
pafled ; fo that he came to Shoa with a very fmall reti-
nue, hearing that Za Saluce, his prime minifter, and
commander in chief, had gone to Amhara, of which

lace he was gouvernor. This traitor, however, had left
Eis creatures behind him, after inftru&ing them what
they were to do. Accordingly, the fecond day after If-
cander’s arrival in Tegulat, the capital of Shoa, they
fet upon him, during the night, in a fmall houfe in Ay
lo Meidan, and murdered him while he was fleeping,
They concealed his body for fome days in a mill, but
Taka Chriftos, and fome others of the king’s friends
took up the corple and expofed it to the people, ki
with one accord, proclaimed Andreas, fon of Ifcandcr,
king ; and Za Saluce, and his adherents, traitors. 3

In the mean time, Za Suluce, far from finding the ep-
couragement he expected in Amhara, was, upu‘% his firft
appearance, fct upon by the nobility of that province ;

Fs and,
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and, being deferted by his troops, he was taken prifon.
er; his. eyes were put out, and, being mounted un ap
afs, he was carried amidft the curfes of the people thro’
the provinces of Ambara and Shoa. Ifcangg) was fuc-
ceeded by his fon Andreas, or Amda Sion, an infant,
who reigned feven months only.

N A O D.
From 1495 to 1508,

SOON after the unfortunate death of the young king
Alexander, the people in general, wearied of minorities,
wnanimeufly chofe Naod for their king. He was alex-
ander’s youngeft brother, the difference of ages being but
one year, though he was not by the fame mother, but by
the king's fecond wife Calliope.

Naod was no fooner feated on the throne than he pub.
lithed a very general and corpprchcnﬁvc amnefty. By
proclamation he declared, < That any perfon who fhould
upbraid another with being a party in the misfortenes of
paft times, or fay that he had been privy to this or to that
confpiracy, or had been a favourite of the emprefs, or a

rtizan of Za Saluce, or had received bribes from the
Moors, fhould, without delay, be put to death.” This
proclamation had the very beft effet, as it quicted the
mind of every guilty perlon when he faw the king, from
whom he feared an inquiry, catting off all poflible means
by which it could be procured againft him.

Naod having, by his courage and prudence, freed
_himfelf from fear of a foreign war, fet himfelflike a wife
prince to the reforming of the abules that prevailed every
where ameong his people. and to the cultivation of the args
of peace.  He died a natural death, after having reigned

13 years.
DAV 1D 1L
From 1508 to 1540.

David was only cleven years old when he was placed
upon the throne ; and, at his inauguration, took the namg

or
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of Lebna Denghel, or the virgin's frankincenfe ;

that of Etana %)cnghcl, or the myrrh of the virgin ; t:::z‘
after that, of Wanag Segued, which fignifies Rever-
enced, or Feared, among the Lions, with whom, to-
wards the laft of his reign, he refided in wilds and
mountains more than with men. He died in the year
1540, after a reign of complicated misfortunes,

CLAUDIUS, or ATZENAF SEGUED.
From r540to 1559~

Claudius fucceeded his father David IIL. being yet
young, and found the empire in circumftances that would
have required an old and experienced prince, But,
though young, he poffeficd thofe graceful and affable man-
ners which, at firft fight, attached people of all forts to
him. He had been tutored with great care by the emprefs
Helena, was expert in all warlike exercifes, agnd brave
beyond his years. Such is the charaler given this
prince by the Abyflinian writers; but Mr. Bruce is of
opinion that he did not merit thefe encominms.

Under this reign; Mr. Bruce relates fome particulars
of Nur, governor of Zeyla, and general of the Moors,
which, in {pite of the narrow limits to which we are con-
fined, we cannot avoid tranfcribing, He was deeply in
love with a widow lady, Del Wumbarea, from whom he
had marks of gratitude to expeét, as he had affifted her in
making her efcape into Atbara that day her hufband was
flain.  But this heroine had conftantly refufed to liften to
any propofals ; nay, had vowed fhe never would give her
hand in marriage to any man, till he {hould firfk bring her
the head of Claudius, who had flain her hufband. Nur
willingly accepted the condition, which gave him few
rivals.

Claudius, who had hitherto been viftorious, had
marched towards Adel, when he received a meflage from
Nur, that, there ftill remained a governor of Zeyla,
whofe family was chofen as a particular inftrument for
fhedding the blood of the Abyflininian princes; and de-
fired him, therefore, to be prepared, for he was fpeedily
g0 {ct out to come to him, rClnudius had been employed

4 in
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in various journies through different parts of his king.
dom, repairing the churches which the Moors had burnt;
and he was then rebuilding that of Debra Werk when thjs
meffage of Nur was brought to him. This prince wag
of a temper never to avoid a challenge; and if he did nog
march againft Nur immediately, he flaid no longer thap
to complete his army as far as poflible. He then began
his march for Adel, very much, as it is faid, againft the
advice of his friends.

This advice was fingular, as he was at that time victori-
ous. But many prophecies were current in the camp, that
the king was to be unfortunate this campaign, and in which
he was to lofe his life. 'Thefe unfortunate rimours tend-
ed much to difcourage the army, at the fame time that
they feemed to have a contrary effet on the king, and. to
confirm him in his refolution to fight.

Both armies were drawn up and ready to engage, when
the chief prieft of Debra Libanos came to the king: to tell
him a dream, or vifion, which warned him not to fight ;
but the Moors were then advancing, and the king ow
horfeback made no reply, but marched brifkly forward tor
the enemy. The cowardly Abyflinians, upon the firft,
fire, fled, leaving the king engaged in the middle of the
Moorifh army with twenty horfe and eighteen Portuguefe
mufqueteers, who were all flain around his perfon ; and
he himfelf fell, after fighting manfully, and receivin
twenty wounds. His head was cut off, and by Nur de.
livered to Del Wumbarea, who direted it to be tied by
the hair to the branch of a tree before her door, that fhe
might keep it conflantly in fight, Here it remained three
years, till it was purchafed from her by an Armenian
merchant, her firlt grief, having, itis probable, fublided
upon the acquifition of a new hufband. The merchant
carried the head to Antioch, and buried it there in the
fepulchre of a faint of the fame name.

In this manuner died king Claadius, in the 1gth year of
his reign, who, by his virtues and capacity, might hold a
firlt place among any feries of kings we have known, vica
torious in every action he fought, except in that one
only in which he died. A great flaugbter was made after
this among the routed, and many of the firlt nobilic
were {lain in endeavouring to efcape ; among the reft, the

dl‘cumer



BRUCE’s TRAVELS. = re5

dreamer from Debra Lebanos, his vifion, by which he
knew the king’s death, not having extended fo_far as to
reveal his own. ‘The Abyflinians immediately transferr. g
the name of this prince into their cataloguc of Saints, and
he is called St Claudivs in that country to thisday.
This battle was fought on the 22d March, 15595 and
the victory gained by Nur was a complete one. The
kiny and moft of his principal officers were flain; great
part of the army taken prifoners, the reft difperfed, and
the camp plundered ; {o that no Moorith gcn_cral had
ever returned home with the plory that he did. Bur
afterwards, in his behaviour, he exhibitzd a fpe@acle
more memorable, and that did liim more honour than the
viftory itfelf; for, when he drew near to Adel, he cloth-
ed himfelf in poor attire, like a common foldier, and
bare-headed, mounted on an ordinary mule, with an
old faddle and tattered accoutrements ; he forbade the
fongs and praife with which it is ufual to meet con-
zuerons in that country, when returning with viftery
om the field. He declined alfo all fhare in the fuc-
cefs of that day, declaring that the whole of it was
due to God alene, to whoe mercy and immediate in-
terpofition  he owed the deftruétion of the Chriftian
army. :

MENAS, orn ADAMAS SEGUED.
From 1§59 to 1563.

Menes fucceeded his brother Claudius, and found
his kingdom in almoft as great eonfuiion as it had
heen lett by bis father David. As nothing occurs very
remarkable in this reign, we fhall pals on to his {fuc-
cellor,

SERTZA DENGHEL, or MELEC SEGUED,
From 1563 to 1595.

He was only twelve years ol:l when he came to the
throne, and was erowned at Axum with all the ancient
ceremonics, The beginning of his reign was marked *

¥y by
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by a mutiny of his foldiers, who, joining themfelves
to fome Mahometans, plundered the town, and then
difbanded.

Sertza Denghel, having proved victorious in all his
wars, determined to chaftife the malcontents of a people
called the Damots, when he was accofted by a priett,
famous for his holinefs and talent for divination, who
advifed him not to undertake that war; but the king
exprefled his contempt both of the advice and the advi-
fer. The prieft is faid to have limited his advice ftill
further, and to have only begged him to remember not
toeatthe fifh of a certain riverin theterritory of Giba, in
the province of Shat. 'The king, however, flufhed with
his former viftories, forgot the name of the river and
the injunétion; and, having eat fith out of this river,
was immediately after taken dangeroufly ill, and died
on his return. The writer of his life fays, that the fatal
effeé@s of this river were afterwards experienced in the
reign of Yafous the Great, at the time in which he
wrote, when the king’s whole army, engampcd along
the fides of this river, were taken with violent ficknefs
after eating the fifh caught in it, and that many of the
foldiers died. Whether this be really faét or not, Mr,
Bruce does not take upon him to decide. Whether
fith, or any other animal, living in water impregnated
with poifonous minerals, can preferve its own life, and
yet imbibe a quantity of poifon fufficient to deftroy the
men that fhould eat it, feems to him very doubtful.

Sertza Denghel was of a very humane, affable difpofi-
tion, very different from his father Menas. He wag
fledfaft in his adherence to the church of Alexandria,
and feemed perfeétly indifferent as to the Romifth church
and clergy. In converfation, he frequently condemned
their tenets, but always commended the fobriety and
fan@ity of their lives,

ZA DENGHEL.
From 1595 to 1604.
'No fooner was Sertza Denghel dead, perhaps fome

time before, but a confpiracy was formed to change the
‘ order .,
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order of fucceflion, and this was immediately executed
by order of the triumvirate, who fent a body of {oldiers
and feized Za Denghel, and carried hin clofe prifoner
to Deck, a larse iﬂgand in the lake Tzana, belonging to
the queen, where he was kept fqr _fome time, till he
efcaped and hid himf1f in the wild inacceflible moun.
tains of Gojam, which there form the banks of the Nile,
He was, however, afterwards reﬂorc’d_. and converted
to the Romilh religion. The tranfactions of this and
the two fucceedings reigns were, in a manner, but one
continued feene o1 rebellion, bloodfked, and {langhter,
The Roman Catholic miffionaries fent to Abyflinia alfo
employ feveral fheets in the origiral work ; but as thefe
are matters foreign to the plan of an abridgement, we
fhall only obferve, that Za Denghel wes fucceeded by
Jacob, who reigned from 1604 to 1605, and was fuc-
cceded by Socinios, who reigned from 1605 to 1632.
We fhall conclude this book with an extralt or two
from the occurrences of this Jalt reign. A
Mr. Bruce, in his account of the kingdom of Gingiro,
fays, all matters in this ftate are condutted by magic;
and we may fee to what point the human underftanding
is debaled in the diftance of a few leagues. Let no man
fay thatignorance is the caule, or heat of climate, which
is the unintelligible obfervation generally made on thefe
occafions.  For why fhould heat of climate addi& a
people to magic more than cold ? or, why fhould igno-
rance enlarge a man’s powers, fo thar, overleaping the
bounds of common intelligence, it fhould extend his fa-
culty of converfing with a new fct of beings in another
world? The Ethiopians, who nearly furround Aby{ii-
nia, are blacker than thofe of Gingiro, their country
hotter, and are, like them, an indigenous people that
have been, from the beginning, in the fame part where
they now inhabit. Yer the former neither adore the
devil, nor pretend to have a communication with him ;
they have no human facrifices, ner are there any traces
of fuch enormities having prevailed among them, A
communication with the fea has been always open, and
the flave-trade prevalent from the earlieft times; while
the king of Gingiro, fhut up in the heart of the contj~
acnt, facrifices thofe flaves to the devil which he has no

ko OPportunity
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opportunity to fell to man. For at Gingiro begins that
accurfed cuftom of making the fhedding of human blood
a neceflary part in all folemnities. How far to the fouth-
ward this reaches Mr. Bruce does not pretend to know g
but he looks upon this to be the geographical bounds of
the reign of the devil on the north fide of the equator in
the peninfula of Africa.

When the king of Gingiro dies, the body of the de-
ceafed is wrapped in a fine cloth, and a cow is killed.
They then put the body fo wrapped up into the cow’s
fkin. As foon as this is over, all the princes of the royal
family fly and hide themfelves in the bufhes; while
others, intrulted with the eletion, enter into the thick-
ets, beating every where about as if looking for game.
At lafta bird of prey, called in their country Liber,
appears, and hovers over the perfon deftined to be king,
crying and making a great noife without quitting his
ftation. By this means the perfon deftined to be elected
is found, furreunded, as is reported, by tigers, lgons, pana
thers, and fuch-like wild beafts.  This is imagined to be
done by magic, orthe devil, elfe there are every where -
nough of thefe beails lying in the cover to furnifh materi-
als for fuch a tale, without havingrecourfe to the power of
magic to affemble them.  As they find their king, like a
wild beaft, fo his behaviour continues the fame after he
is found. He flies upon them with great rage, refiftin
to the laft, wounding and killing all he can reach with-
out any confideration, till, overcome by force, he is
‘dragged to a throne, which he fills in a manner perfe&ly
correfponding to the rationality of the ceremonies of his
inftalment.

Before the king enters his palace, two men are to be
flain ; one at the foot of the tree by which his houfe is
chicfly fupported ; the other at the threfhold of his door,
which is befmeared with the blood ofthe vitim. And,
it is faid, that the particular family, whofe privilege
it is to be flaughtered, fo far from avoiding it, glory
in the occalion, and offer themfelves willingly to meet it.

The Ethiopic memoirs of Socinio’s reign is interrupt-
ed to record a very trifling anecdote, which Mr- Bruce
inferts, as it ferves to give %nme idea of the fimplicity and
ignorance of thofetimes. The hiftorian fays, that this

year
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year there was broughtinto Abyflinia, a bird called Paye

which was about the bignefls of a hen, and fpoke a1}
languages ; Indian, Portuguefe, and Arabic. It named
the king's name ; although its voice was that of 5 man

it could likewife neigh like a horfe, and mew like a car.
but did not fing like a bird. It was produced before the
.allembly of judges, of the priefls, and the azages of
court, and there it fpoke with great gravity, The affem-
bly, after confidering circumttances well, were unani.
moufly of opinion, that the evil {pirit had no part in
endowing it with thefe talents. Butto be certain of this,’
it was thought moft prudent to tuke the advice of Ras
Sela Chriftos, then in Gojam, who might, if he thought
fit, confult the fuperior of Mahebar Selaffé ; to them it
was fent, but it died on the road. The hiftorian clofes
his narrative by thisjwife refletion on the parrot’s death,
 Such is the lot of all flefh,”

TRAVELS
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ANNALS OF ABYSSINIA.

Continuation of the Aunals, from the Death of Secinios 14}
Mr. Bruce's Arrival in Abyffinia.

FACILIDAS, or SULTAN SEGUED.,
FROM 1632 TO 1665,

ACILIDAS, in the fifth ycar of his reign, after
having gained feveral vi€tories over the ncighbouring
rinces, pafled the winter in Gafar; but a misfortune
Eappencd the following year, which very much affeéted
the whole kingdom. The people of Lafta grew defpe-
rate from their former defeat, and determined again to
try the fortune of war. Facilidas, trufting to his former
reputation acquired in thefe mountains in his father’s
time, on the third of March, 1638, advanced with a large
army into Lafta,'swith a defign to bring thefe peafants 1o
a battle. But the rebels, growing wife by their lofles,
no longer chofe to truft themfelves on the plain, but, re.
tiring to the ftrongeft pofts, fortified them fo judicioufly,
that, without rifking any lofs themfelves, they cut off

all fupplies or provilions coming to the king’s army.
It
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It happened at that time the cold was fo exc
almoft I:]Ec whole army perithcd amid{t.che mcuT:faiﬁa?
great part from famine, but a greater ftill from cold, a
very remarkable circumitance in thefe latitudes, Lafta is
barely 12° from the Line, and it was now the equinox
in March, fo that the fun was but 12° from being in the
zenith of Lafta, and there was in the day twelve hours of
fun. Yet here is an example of an army, not of foreign-
ers, but natives, perifhing with cold in their own
country, when the fun is no farther than 12° from being
vertical, or from being direGly over their heads; a
ftrong proof this, that there is no way of judging by the
degrees of heat in the thermometer, what effect that de-
gree of heat or cold is to have upon the human body.
Facilidas, after a long reign, in which nothing very
remarkable occurred, was taken ill at Gondar, in the
end of October, of a difeafe which, from its firit appear-
ance, he thought would prove mortal. He, therefore,
fent to his eldeit fon. Hannes, whom he had conftantly
kept with him, and who was now of age to govern, and
recommended to him his kingdom, and the perfevering
in the ancient religion, He died the zoth of September
1665, in great peace and compofure of mind, and they
buried him at Azazo. Facilidas had every good quality
neceflary to conftitute a great prince, without any alloy
or mixture, that, upon fo much provocation as he had,
might have mifled him to be a bad one. He was calm,
difpaffionate, and courteous in his behaviour. In the
very difficult part he had to a& between his father and the
nation, the necefiities of the times had taught him a de-
ree of relerve, which, if it was not natural, was not
therefore the lefs ufeful to him. He wa: in his own per-
fon the braveft foldier of his time, and always expoled
himfelf in proportion as the occalion was important.  To
this were added all the qualities of a good general, in
which charater he feems to have equalled his father So-
cinios, who elfe was univerfally allowed to be the firft of
his time.  Fierce and violent in battle, he was backward
in fheding blood after it. Though an enemy to the Ca-
tholic religion, yet, from duty to his father, he lived
with the patriarch and Jefuits upon fo familiar a footin
that they confefs themfelves, it was not from any part ﬁi

his
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his behavi ur to them they ever could judge him an ene.
my. He was moft remarkable for an implicit fubmiffion
to his father’s commands ; and, upon this principle,
fought in favour of the Catholic religion againtt his own
friends and perfuafion, becaufe fuch were the orders of
his fovereign.

HANNES I. or (ELAFE SEGUED.
From 1665 To 1680,

‘This prince was not in his nature averfe to war, though,
befides two feeble attempts he made upon Lafta, and one
againft the Shangalla, all without material confequences,
no military expedition was undertaken in his time ; and
no rebellion or competitor (fo frequent in other reigns) at
all difturbed his.,  He feems to have had the feeds of bi-
gotry in his temper ; from the beginning of his reign he
comms1ded the Mahometans to eat no other flefh bug
what had been killed by Chriftians ; and gathered toge-
ther the Catholic books, which the Jefuits had tranflated
into the Ethiopic language, and burned them in a heap,
Much of his atiention was given to church matters, and,!
in regulating thefe, he feems to have employed mott of
his time. 3

Hannes died the 19th of July, and was buried ar

“Tedda, after having reigned 15 years. He feems, from
the fcanty memorials of his long reign, to have been a
wenk prince ; but, perhaps, if the circumftances of the
times were fully known, he may have been a wife one.

ARSI GRS T

FRom 1680 TO 1704,

Yafous fucceeded his father Hannes with the approba.
tion of the whole kingdom. He had twice in Hannes's
life-time abfconded from the palace, and this was inter-

reted as implying an impatience to reign. But Mr,
%mce rather thinks the caufe was a differcnce of man-
ners, his father being extremely bigotted, fordid, and
covetous ; for he never, in thofe elopements, pretended to’ -
make
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make’a party contrary to his fathexlgdntereft, nor thewed
the leaft inclination to give cither ¥he army or the pens
ple a favourable impreflion of himfelf, to the difadvan-
tage of the king. There was, befides, a difference in,
religious principles.  Yafous had a great predilegion,
for the monks of Debra Libanos, or the high churchy,
while Hannes, his father, had done every thing in his
power to intil into his fon a prepofleflion in favour of
thofe of Abba Eutathius. To lhel}; opinions, therefore,
fo widely different, as well in religion as the things of
the world, Mr. Bruce attributes the young prince’s dilin-
clination to live with his father. This feems confirmed:
by the firft ftep e took upon his mounting the throne,
which was to make an alteration in the church govern-
ment from what his father had left it at his death.

The king then took a journey of a very extraordinary
nature, and fuch as Abyflinia had never before feen..
Atrtended only by his nobility, of whom a great number
had flocked to him, he {at down at the foot of the moun-
tain of Wechné, and ordered all the princes of the royal
family who were banifhed, and confined there, to be.
brought to him. During the Jaft reign, the mountain of
Wechné, and thefe forlorn princes that lived upon it,
had been, as it were, totally forgotten, Hannes having
fons of an age fit to govern, and his eldeft fon Yalous
living below with his father, no room feemed to remain
for attempting a revolution, by the young candidates
cfcaping from the mountain. This oblivion to which
they were configned, melancholy as it was, proved the
beft ftate thefe unhappy prifoners could have wilhed ;
for to be much known for either good or bad qualities,
did always at fome period become fatal to the indivi.
duals, Punifhment always followed inquiries aficr a
particular prince ; and all meflages, queltions, or vifis,
at the inflance of the king, were conftantly forerunners
of the lofs of life, or amputation of limbs, to thele un-
happy exiles. To be forgotten, then, was to be fafe;
}J}lt this fafety carried very heavy diftrefs along with it,
1 'heir revenucs were emhezzled by their officers or keep-
ers, and ill paid by the king; and the lordid temper of
Hannes had often reduced them all to the danger of pe-
rithing with hunger and cold. e

The
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The new king, Yafous, as he was well acquainted
with all thefe circumitances, fo he was, in his nature ang
difpofition, as perfeétly willing to repair the injurics that
were paft, and prevent the like in future. In confe.

uence of this, there {oon appeared as rifen from the dead,
%{nudius, fon of Socinios, the firft exile who was fent
to the mountain of Wechné by his brother Facilidas,

randfather of Yafous. This was the prince who was
Excd upon by the Jefuits to fucceed his father, and go.
vern that country when converted to the Romifh religion
by their intrigues, and conquered by the arms of the Por~
tugucfe. This was the prince who, to make their enemies:
appear more odious, thefe Jefuits have afferted was {lain
by his brother Facilidas, one inftance by which we may
judge of the juftice of the other charges laid againft that
humane, wife, and virtuous prinee, whofe only crime was
an inviolable attachment to the religion and conftitution.
of his country, and the juft 2bhorrence he moft reafona-
bly had, as an independent prince, to fubmit the prero.
gatives of his crown, and the rights of his people, to the
blind controul of a foreign prelate.

The fons of Facilidas, with their families, alfo came from:
the mountain ; and likewife his own brothers, Ayto The-
ophilus, and Ayto Claudius, fons of his father Hatza Han.
nes. The fightof {fo manynoble relations, {fome advanced
in years, fome in the flower of their youth, and fome yet
children; all,however,in tatters, and almoft naked, made
fuch animprefficn on theyoungking thathe burft into tears,
Nor was his behaviour ta the lefpc&ive degrecs of them
lefs proper or engaging, To the old he paid that reve-
rence and refpe@ due to parents; to thofe about his owp
age, a kind and liberal familiarity ; while he beftowed
upon the young ones carefles and commendations fweet-
ened with the hopes that they might {ee better times.
His firft care was to provide them all plentifully with
apparel and every mneceffary. His brothers he drefled
like himfelf, and his uneles fill more richly. He then
divided a large fum of money among them all.

In the month of December, which is the pleafanteft
feafon of the whole year, the fun being moderately hort,
the fky conftantly clear and without a cloud, all the court
was encamped under the mountain, and the inferior fort

ftrewed
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firewed along the grafs. All were treateq
of the king, %aﬁingrthe day and night in c::,:,}::ug ':—:Ef’
vals, It is but right, (faid the%(iug,) that I fhould
pay for a pleafure fo great that none of my predeceffors
ever dared to talte it;” and of all that noble affembly
none feemed to enjoy it more fincerely than the king,
All pardons folicited. for criminals at this time were
ranted. In this manner having [pent a whole month,
Eeforr, his departure, the king called for the deftar, /7. e.
the treafury book) in which the account of the fum al-
lowed for the maintenance of thefe prifoners is llated ;
and having inquired ftri¢tly into the expenditure, and
cancelled all grants that had been made of any part of
that fum to others, and provided in future for the full,
as well as yearly payment of it, he, for his laft att, gave
to the gavernor of the mountain a large accellion of rer-
ritory, to make him ample amends for the lofs of the dues
he was underftood to be intitled to from that revenue.
After this, he embraced them all, affuring them of his
conftant proteétion; and, mounting his horfe, he took
the keeper along with him, leaving all ihe royal family at
their liberty at the foot of the mountain.

So gencrous a condu&, and this laft mark of confidence,
more than all the reft, touched the ‘minds of that noble
troop, who hurried every man with his vtmoft {peed to
reitore themfelves voluntarily to their melancholy prifon,
imputing every moment of delay as a ftep towards treafon
and ingratitude to their munificent, compalflionate, and
magnanimous benefadtor.  All their way was moiftened
with tears flowing from fenfible and thankful hearts; and
all the mountain refounded with prayers for the long life
and profperity of the king, and that the crown might ne-
ver leave the lineal defcendants of his family. It was
very remarkable, that, during this long reign, though he
was conftantly involved in war, no competitor from the
mountain ever appeared in breach of thofe vows they had
fo veluntarily undertaken.

Another great advantage the king reaped by this ge-
nerous conduét, was that all the moft powerful and con-
Gdcra'blc people in the kingdom had an opportunity, at
one view, to fee each individual of the roya] family that
vas capable of wearing the crown, and all with one voice

' agreed,
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agreed, upon the comparifon made, that, if they had beeny
then affembled to elett a king, the choice would not haye
fallen upon any but the prefent.

Yafdus is reported to have been the moft graceful and
dexterous horfeman of his time:  He diftinguifhed hiu..
felf in hunting as much for his addrefs and couragg
againft the beafts, as he had, fora thort while bet‘orbe,
done by his affability, generofity, and benevolence,
amicft his own family. All was praife, all was enthq-
fiafm, wherever the young king prefented himfelf; the
ill-boding monks and hermits had not yet dared to fore.
tel evil, but every common mouth predifted this was to
be an aclive, vigorous, .and- glorious reign, without
being thoughit by this to have laid any pretenfion to the
gift of prophecy. ‘

In the gth year of the reign of Yafous, there appear:
ed a comet, remarkable for its fize and fiery brightne(s
of its body, and for the prodigious length and diftinét.
nefs of its tail. It was firft taken notice of at Gondar,
two days before the feaft'of St Michacel, on which day
the army takes the field. A fight fo uncommon alarmed
all forts of peoPle ; and the prophets, who had kept
themfelves within very moderate bounds during this
whole reign, now thought that it was incumbent uvpon
them to diftinguith themfélves, and be filent no longer.
Accordingly they foretold, from this phenomenon, and
publifhed every where as a truth infallibly and immutably

re-ordained, that the prefent campaign was to exhibit 2
Fcenc of carnage and bloodfhed, more terrible and more
extenfive than any thing that ever had appeared in the
annals of Ethiopia. That thele torrents of blood, which
were every where to follow “the footfteps of the king,
were to be flopped by his death, which was to hap
before he ever returned again to Gondar ; and, as the ob.
jett of the king's expedition was ftill a fecret, thefe alarm-
ing pre{'agcs gained a great deal of credit. But it was not
fo with Yafous, who, notwithftanding he was importun-
ed, by learned mén of all forts, to put off his departure
for fome days, abfolutely refufed, anfwering always fuch
requelts by irony and derifion: ¢ Pho! Pho! (fays he) you
are not in the right; we muft give the comet fair play ;
ufe him well, or ke will never appear again, an ;hc,;

idle
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idle people and old women will haye :

thcmi{:levez with.” : : 2 wil:hm_got amufe

. Yafous accordingly left Gondar at the time b,

pointed ; and he was already arrived at Mdabgfa:ﬁt
days diftance from the capital, when an exprefs brought
him word of his mother’s death, on which he immediate.,
ly marched back to Gondar, and buried her in the ifland
of Mitraha with all poflible magnificence, and with eve-
ry mark of fincere grief. ;

The prophets, though they had not fucceeded in what
they foretold, they kept neverthele(s a good countenance,
It is true that no blood was fhed, nor did the king die
before he returned to Gondar; but his mother died when
he was away, and that was much the fame thing; for
they contended, that it was not a great miftake, from
the bare authority of a comet, to err only in the fex of
the perfon that was to die; a queen for a king was a very
near calenlation,  As for the bloody ftory and the king’s
death, they faid they had miltaken the year in computing,
but that it ftill was to happen (when it pleafed God)
Jomte other time.

Thelfe explanations were allowed by the people to be the
beft poilible, excepting the king, who perccived a degree
of malice in the foretelling his death and certain lufs of his
army, juft atthe inftant he was t.king the ficld.  But he
difguifed his refentment under ftrong irony. withwhich he
attacksd thefe diviners inceflantly. He had inquired accu .
rately the day of his mother’s death: < How is it, ( fays he
to his chaplain, or kees hatz€) that this comet thould
come to foretel my mother's death, when fhe was dead
four days hefore it appeared 2 Another day, to the
fame perfon he faid, ¢ I fear you domy mother too much
honour at the expence of religion. s it decent to fup-
pofe that fuch a ftar, like that which appeared at the
birth of Chrift, fhould, now be employed on no great—
er errand than to foretel the death ot ihe daughter of
Guebra Mafcal ?”’ Thefe, and many more {uch raifleries,
accounted by thefe vifionaries as little fhort of unpioty, fo
wortitied Kofte ( the kees hatzé, ) a great believer in,” and
prota&or of the dreamers, that he reiianed al) his employ-
ments, and retired among the hermits into the de{rt of
Werk-leva towards Seanaar, to ({udy the afpe@s of the
ftars more accurately, and more at leifure,

A fudden
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A {udden and violent alarm began the tenth year, and
fpread itfelf in an inftant all over the kingdom without
anys certain authority. The Galla with an innumerable
army were {aid to have entered Gojam, at feveral places,
and laid wafte the whole province, and this was the more
extraordinary, as the Nile was now in the height of its
inundation. On his march, the king learned, that this
ftory arofe merely from a panic; and this formidable ar.
my turned out to be no more than a {mall band of robbers
of that nation, who had pafled the river in their ufual
way, part on horfeback, while the foot were dragged over,
hanging at the horfes tails, or riding on goats fkins blown
up with the wind. This fmall party had {urprifed fome
weak villages, killed the inhabitants, and immediately re-
turned acrofs the river, But the alarm continued, and
there were people at Gondar, who were ready to fwear
they faw the villages and' churches on'fire, and a large
army of Galla in their march to Ibaba, at the fame time
that there was not ome Galla on the Gojam' fide of the
river. Yafous, howevcr, either confidering this fmall
body of Galla coming at this unfeafonable time, and the

anic that was fo artificially fpread, as a feint to throw
him off his guard when a real invafion might be intend-
ed, or with a view to cover his own defigns, fummoned
all the men of the province of Gojam to meet him in
arms at Ibaba the 7th day of January, being the proper
feafon for preparing an expedition into the country of

the Galla. =]
Yafous, for his firft wife, had married Ozoro Mala-

cotawit, a Jady of great family and conneions in the
province of Gojam. By her he had afon, Tecla Haima-
nout, who was grown to manhood. and had hitherto lived
in the moit dutiful afle€tion and fubmiffion to his father,
who, on his part, feemed to place unlimited confidence
in his fon. He now gave a proof of this, not very
common in the annals of Abyffinia, by leaving Tecla
Haimanout behind him, at an age when he was fit to
reign, appointing him Betwudet, with abfolute power
to govern in his abfence. Yafous had a miftrefs whom
he tenderly loved, a woman of great quality likewife,
whofe name was Qzoro Kedufte,

While
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While the king was watching the moy;

Galla, news wcre%rought that Ozoro Ked:;i‘:an;mgfb::::
taken ill of a fever; and though, upon this inselligence,
he difpofed his affairs fo as to return with all pogipje
expedition, yet when he came to Bercanté, the lady’s
houfe, he found that fhe was not only dead, but hag
been for fome time buried. All his prefence of mind
now left him; he fell into the moft vioient tranfport of
wild defpair, and, orderiog her tomb to be opened, he
went down into it, taking his three fons along with
him whom he had by her, and became fo frantic at the
fight of the corpfe, that it was with the utmoft difficulty
he could be forced again to leave the fepulchre.  He re-
turned firft to Gondar, then he retired to an ifland in
lake Tzana, there to mourn his loft miftrefs.

The king, in the mean. time, having finithed his
mourning, difpatched Badjerund Ouftas to his fou the
Betwudet, at Gondar, ordering him forthwith to fend
him a body of his houfehold troops to rendezvous on the
the banks of the lake, oppofite to the ifland Tchekla
Waunze, where he then had his refidence. It has been
iaid, contrary to all truth, by thofe who have written
travels into this country, that fons born in marriage had
the fame preference in fucceflion as they have in other
¢ountries. But this, is entirely without foundation:
for, in the firft place, thereis no {uch thing as a regular
marriage in Abyffinia; all confifts in mere confent of
parties. But, allowing this to be regular, not only
natural children, that is, thofe born in concubinage
where no marriage was in contemplation, and adulter-
ous baftards, that is, the fons of unmarried women by
married men, and all manner of fons whatever, fucceed
equally as well to the crown as to private inheritance ;
and there cannot be a more clear example of this than in
the prefent king, who, although he had a fon, Tecla
Haimanout, born of the queen Malacotawit in wedlod k,
was yet fucceeded by three baflard brothers, all fons of
Yafous, born in adultery, that is, in the life of the
queen. David and Hannes were {ons of the king b
his favourite Ozoro Kedufté ; Bacuffa, by another Jady
of quality. Fy

Though



120 SHAW's ABRIDGEMENT OF

Though the queen, Malacotawit, had paffed over witk
feeming indifference the preference the king had given
‘his miftrefs, Ozoro Kedufté, during her lifetime, yet,
from a very unaccountable kind of jealoufy, fhe could
not forgive thofe violent tokens of affeétion the kin
had fhewn after her death, by going down with his fong
and remaining with the body n the grave. Full ofye.
fentment for this, fhe had perfuaded her fon, Tecls
Haimanout, that Yafous had determined to deprive
him of his fucceflion, to fend him and her, his mother,
both to Wechn@, and place his baftard brother, Davig,
fon of Ozoro Kedulté, upon the throne. The queen
had been very diligent in attaching to her the principa)
people about the court. By her own friends, and the afhft.
ance of the difcontented and banithed monks, fhe had
raifed a great army in Gojam under her brothers, Der-
min and Paulus. Tecla Haimanout had fhewn great
figns of wifdom and talents for governing, and very
much attached to himfelf fome of his father’s oldeft ang
ableft fervants. It was, therefore, agreed, in return to
Yafous’s meflage by Ouftas, to anfwer, That, after fo
Jong a reign, and fo much bloodfhed, the king would
do well to retire to fome convent for the reft of his life,
and atone for the many great fins he had commiteed 4
and that he fhould leave the kingdom in the hands of his
{fon Tecla Haimanout, as the ancient king Caleb hag
refioned his crown into the hands of St Pantaleon in
favour of his fon Guebra Mafcal. As it was not very
fate to deliver fuch a meffage to a king fuch as Yafous, it
was therefore fent to him by a common foot-foldier,
who could not be an objeét of refe::tment.

The king received it at Tchekla Wanze, the ifland in
the lake Tzana, where he was then refiding. He anfwer.
ed with great fharpnefs, by the fame meflenger, ¢ Thyt
he bad been long informed who thefe were that had fedy-
ced his fon, Tecla Haimanout, at once from his duty to
him as his father, and his allegiance as his fovercign.
that though he did not hold them to be equal in fa:‘.&iq;
to St Pantaleon, yet fuch as they were, he propofed im.
mediately to mect them at Gondar, and fettle there his
{on’s coronation,” ,

A mef-
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A meflage li!{c this could not fa_;il of being perfecily
underftood, Thofe of the court that were with Tecla
Haimanout, and the inhabitants of the capital, met to.
gether, and bound themfelves by a folemn oath o Nve
and die with their king Tecla Haimanout. The feverity
of Yafous was well known ; his provocation now was
juft one; and the meafure of vengeance that awaited them,
every one concerned knew to be fuch that there was no
alternative but death or viftory. Neither party wers
flack in preparations. Kafmati Honorius, governor of
Damot, a veteran officer and old fervant of Yafous, col-
letted a large body of troops and marched them down the
welt fide of the lake. Yafous having there joined them,
and putting himfelf at the head of his army, began his -
march, rounding the lake on its fouth fide towards
Dingléber.

Tecla Haimanout did not delay a moment after hear-
ing his father was in motion, but marched with his army
from &ondar, attended with all the enfigns of royalty.
He encamped at Bartcho, in that very field where Za
Denghel was “defeated and flain by his rebellious {ub-
je€ts.  Thinking this a poft ominous to kings, he refoly-
ed to wait for his futher there, and give him batle. ‘The
king, in his march through the low country of Dembea,
was attacked by a punid fever, very common’ in thofe
paris, which fo increafed upon him that he was obliged
to be carried back to Tchekla Wunze. This accident
difcouraged hiswhole party. His army, with Honorius,
took the read to Gojam, but did not difperfe, awaiting
the recovery of the king.  But the gucen, Malacorawit,
no fooner heard that Yafous her hufband was fick at
Tehekla Wunze, than fhe f{ent to hér fon Tecla Hai-
manout to leave his unwhelefome ftation, and march
back immediately to Gondar; and, as foon as he wag
returned, fhe difpatched her two brothers, Dermin and
Paulus, wish a body of foldiers and two Mahometan
mufqueteers, who, entering the itland 'I'chekla Wunze
by furprife, fhot and difabled the king while fitting on a
couch; immediately after which, Dermin thrufl him
through with a {word. “They attempted 2!t rwards to
burn the bady, in order to avoid the ill-will the fight of
it mult occafion. In rhis, however, they weie “:-r:\‘.fu;:cd

by
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by the priefts of the ifland and the neighbouring nobili-
ty, who took poficfiion of the body, wathed it, and per-
formed all the rites of fepulture, then carried it ina kind
of triumph, with every mark of magnificenee due to the
burialofaking, interring itin the fmall ifland of Milraha,
where lay the bOd{ of all his anceftors, and where My,
Biuce faw the body of this king ftill entire. Nor dig
the prince his fon, Tecla Haimanout, now king, dif-
courage the people in the refpet they voluntarily paid
to his father. On the contrary, that parricide himfelf
fhewed every outward mark of duty, to the which in-
wardly his heart had been long a ftranger.

Poncet, whao faw this king, gives this charaéter of
him: He fays he was a man very fond of war, but
averfe to the fhedding of blood. However this may ap-
pear a contradiétion, or faid for the {ake of the antithe-
fis, it really was the true charaéier of this prince, who,
fond of war, and in the perpetual career of vittory, did,
by pufhing his conquefts as far as they could go, inevit-
ably occafion the {pilling of much blood. Yet, when
his army was not in the field, though he deteéted a mul-
titude of confpiracies among priefts and other people at
home, whofe lives in confequence were forfeited to the
law, he very rarely, either from his own motives, or
the perfuafion of others, could be induced to infliét ca-
pital punifiments though often ftrongly proveked to it,

TECLAHAIMANOUT L
. From 1j04 to 1706.

Flias the Armenian, who was charged with letters of
proteclion from Yafous to meet the miflionary M. du
Roule at Sennaar, where he had been murdered, had
reached within three days journey of that capital, when
he heard that king Yafous was aflafinated. Terrified
at the news, ke returned in the utmoft hafte to Gondar
and prefented the letters, which had been written b’
Yafous, to be renewed by his fon, king Tecla Haima-
nout. Tecla Haimanout read 1is father's letters, and
approved of their contents, ordcring them to be copied
in his own name ; and Elias witl 01t delay fet out with

them,
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them.  Mr. Bruce has here inferted a traaflation of thefe
leteers, which were originally written in Arabic and

- - ]
appear to Mr. Bruce to be of the few that are anthentic
among thofe many which have been publithed as com.
ing from Abyflinia. :

“ The king Tecla Haimanout, fon of the king of the
church of Ethiopia, k?.:g of a thoufand churches. On
the part of the powcr!ul aoguit king, ar_blt.cr of nations,
fhadow of God upon earth, the guide of kings who pro-
fofs the religion of the Mefliah, the moft powerful of
Chriftian kings, he that maintains order berween Ma-
hometaas and Chriitians, proteétor of the boundaries of
Alexandria, obferver of the commandments of the gof-
pel, defcended of the line of the prophets David and
Solomon,—may the hlefling of Ifracl be upon our pro-
phet and upon them.—To the king Baady, fon of
the king Ounfa, may his reign be fifll of happinels, be-
ing a prince endowed with thefe rare qualitics that de-
{ rve the higheft praifes as governing his kingdom with
ditinguifhed wifdom, and by an order full of equity.—
The king of France, who is a Chriftian, wrote a lerter
feven or cight years ago, by which he fignified to me,
that he wilhed to open a trade for the advantage of his
fubjetts and of mine, which requcit we have granted.
We come at prefent to underftand, that he has fent us
prefents by a man whofe name is Du Roule, who has
likewife feveral others along with him, and that thefe
Qcoplc have been arrefted at your town of Sennair.

Ve require of you, therefore, to fet them immediately
at liberty, and to fuffer them to come to us with all the
marks of honour, and that you fhould pay regard to the
ancient friendfhip which has always fubfifted between
our predeceffors, fince the time of the kiug of Sedgid and
the king of Kim, to the prefent day. We alfo demand
of you to fuffer all the fubjes of the king of France to
pafs, and all thofe that come with letters of his conful
who is at Cairo, as all fuch Frenchmen come for trade
only, being of the fame religion with us. We likewife
recommend to you, that you permitto-pals frecly, all
French Chriftians, Cophts, and Syrians who follow our
rites, obferving our religion, and who intend coming
into our country; and that you do not fuffer any of
thofe wha are contrary to_our religion to pafs, fuch as

2 the
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the monk Jofeph, and his companions, whom you may
keep at Sennaar, it bqing in no {hape our intention to
fuffer them to come into onr dominions, where they
would eceafion troubles, as being enemies to our faith,
God grant you your defiress’—Wrote the 1oth of Zul.
kadé, Anno 1118, i. e the 21ft of January 1706.

The dire@tion is—* To king Baady, fon of king
Ounfa, may God favour him with his grace.”

Mr. Bruce remarks on this letter, that the Arabs, who
fed their flocks near the frontiers of the two countries,
were often piundered by the kings of Abydinia making
defcents into Athara; but this was never reckonied a
viclation of peace between the two fovereigns. On the
contrary, as the motive of the Arabs, for coming fouthi -
into the frontiers of Abyffinia, was to keep themielves
independent, and cut of the reach of Seinaar, when the
king of Aby(finia®™ell vpon them there, he was under-
flood to do that monarch fervice, by driving them down
farther within his reach. ‘The Baharnagafh has been
alwaysat war with them ; they are tributary to him for
cating his grafs and drinking his water, and nothin
that he ever does to them gives any trouble or inquie-
tude to Sennsar. It is interpreted as maintaining hig
ancient dominion over the Shepherds, thofe of Sennaar
being a new power, and accounted as ufurpers.

Tranflation of an Arabic Letter from the King of Abyfii.
f nia zo M. du Roule.

& The King Tecla Haimanout, king of the efta.
blithed church, fon of the king of a thoufand churches,
#« T'his letter cometh forth from the venerable, aaguft
king, who is the fhadow of ‘God, guide of Chriltian
rinces that are in the world, the moft powerful of the
azarean kings, obferver of the commandments of the
gofpel, protecior of the confines of Alexandria, he that
maintaineth order between Mahometans and Chriftians,
defeended from the family of the prophets David and
Solomon, upon whom being the bleflings of Ifrael, may
God make his happinefs eternal, and his power perpetu-
al; and protect his arms—So be it.—To his excellence
the moft virtuous and moft prudent man Du Roule, a
: G3 French-
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Fr!:nch::nan fent to- us, may God preferve him, and
make him arrive at a degree of eminence—So he ir,—
Elias, your interpreter, whom you fent before you, be-
ing arrived here, has been well received. We have un-
derftood that you are fent to us on the part of the king
of France our brother, and are furprifed that you have
been detained at Sennaar., We fend to you at prefent a
letter for king Baady, in order that he may fer yoo ac
liberty, and not do you any injury, nor to thole that are
with you, but may behavein a manner that his proper
both for you and to us, according to the religion of
Elias chat you fent, who is a Syrian; and all thofe that
may come afier you from the king of France our brother,
or his conful at Cairo, fhall be well reczived, whether
they be ambafadors or private merchunts, becaufe we
love thofe that are of our religion. We receive with
pleafure thofe wha do not oppofe our laws, and we fend
away thofe that do oppofe them. For this reafon, we
did not receive immediately Jofeph with all his com-
panions, not choofing that fich fore of people fhould
appear in our prefence, nor intending that they fhould

afs Sennaar, in order to avoid troubles which may oc-
cafien the death of many; but with refpett to you,
have nothing to: fear, you may come in all fafety, and

ou fhall be received with honour.”’—Woritten the 10th
of the month Zulkadé, Anno 1118. 7. e the 2:ft of
January of the year 1706,

The addrefs is—¢ Let the prefent be delivered to M.
¢ du Roule at the town of Sennaar.”

The unlucky mefenger, Elias, was® again zbout to
enter Sennaar, when he received infermation that Du
Roule was affaffinated. If he had fled haltily from this
tnaufpicious place upon the murder of Yafous, his hafte
was now tentold, as he confidered himfelf engaged in
the {fame circum (tances that had involved M. du Roule’s
attendants in his misfortunzs. The king, upon hearing
the aceount given by Elias of the melancholy fate of the
ambalfador at Sennaar, was fo exalperated, that he gave
immediate ord rs for recalling fuch of his troops as he
had permitted to go to any confiderable diftance ; and,
in a council held for that purpofe, he declared. that he
confidered the death: of M. du Roule agan affront that

G3 unme-



126 SHAW's ABRIDGEMENT OF

immediately affe@ed his crown and dignity. He was,
therefore, determined not to pafs it over, but to make
the king of Sennaar fenfible that he, 25 well as all ¢he
other kings upon earth, knew the neceflity of nb[érving
the law of nations, and the bad confequence of perpe.
tual retaliations that muft follow the violation of je,
In the mean time, thinking that the bafha of Cairo
was the caufe of this, he wrote the following letter to
him.

Tranflation of an Arabic Letter from the King of Abyf
finia to ¢he Batha and Divan of Cairo.

“ To the Pacha, and Lords of the Militia of Cairo.
Cn the part of the king of Abyflinia, the king Tecla
Haimanout, fon of the king of the church of Abyflinia,
Cn the part of the auguft king, the powerful arbiter of
nations, fhadow of God upen earth, the guide of kings
who profefs the religion of the Meffiah, the moft power-
ful oF all Chriftian kings, he who maintains order be.
tween Mahometans and Chriftians, proteétor of the con.
fines of Alexandria, obferver of the commandments of
the gofpel, heir from father to fon of a moft powerful
kingdom, defcended of the family of David and Sole.
mon,—may the bleffing, of Ifrael be upun our prepher,
and upon them ! may his happinefs be durable, and his
greatnefs lafiing, and may his powerful army be always
feared.—To the moft powerful lord, elevated by his
dignity, venerable by his merits, diﬂinguiﬂ?cd b)’ his
firength and riches among all Mahometans, the refuge
of all thofe that reverence him, who by his prudence go-
verns and direéts the armics of the noble empire, and
commands his confines ; viftorious viceroy of Egypt,
the four corners of which fhall be always refpeéted and
defended :—fo be it.—And to all the diitingui[}wd
princes, judges, men of learning, and other officers
whofe Lulinefs it is to maintain order and good govern.
ment, and to all commanders in general, may God pre-
{erve them =11 in their dignities, in the noblenefs of their
health. You are to know that our anceftors ncver bore
any envy toother kings, nordid they ever occafion them
any trouble, o1 fhew them : ny mark of hatred. On the

. Ccmtmr_vl
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contrary, they have, upon all occafions, giy
proofs of the{r friendfhips, affiting them %‘c‘::-o?;f:?
relieving them in their neceflities, as well in what con.
cerns the carayan and pilgrims of Mecca in Arahia Fe-
lix, asin the Indies, in Perfa, and other diftant and
out-of-the-way places, alfo by proteéting diftinguifhed
rjrfnm in every urgent neceflity. Neverthelefs, the
<ing of France our brother, who profeffes our religion
and cur law, having been induced thereto, by fome ad-
vances of friendfhip on our part fuch as are proper, fent
an ambaffador to us; I underftand that you caufed him
to be arrcited at Sennaar, and alfo another by name
Murat, the Syrian, whom you did put in prifon alfo,
. though he was [ent to that ambaffador on our ¥arr. and
by thus doing, you have violated the law o nations,
as ambaffadors of kings onght to be at liberty to go
wherever they will ; and it i§ a general obligation to
treat them with honour, and not to moleft or detain
them, nor fhould they be fubjett to pay cuftoms, or any
fort of prefents. ¢ could very foon repay you in
kind, if we were inclined to revenge the infult you have
offered to the man Murat fent on our part; the Nile
would be fufficient to punifh you, fince God hath put
into our power his fountain, his outlet, and his increafe,
and that we can difpofe of the fame to do you harm ;
for the prefent we demand of, and exhort you to defift
from any future vexations towards our envoys, and not
difturb us by detaining thofe who fhall be fent towars
you, but you fhall let them pafs and continue their route
without delay, coming and going wherever they will
freely for their own advantage, whether they are our
fihj=&s or Frenchmen, and whatever you fhall do to or
fur them, we fhall regard as done to or for ourfelves.”

The addrefs is—** To the bafha, princes, and lords
governing the town of great Cairo, may God favour
them with his goodnefs.”

There are fome things very remarkable in this letter,
The king of Abyffinia values himfelf, and his predecef
fors, upon never baving molefted or troubled any of h's
neighbours who were kings, nor borne any envy to.
wards them. We are not then to believe what we fee
often in hiftory, that there was frequent war between

G4 Sennaar
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Sennaar and Abyflinia, or that Sennaar was tributary to
Abyfiinia. That firipe of country, inhabited by the
Shangalla, would, in this cafe, have been firft conquer-
ed. But it is more probable, that the great difference
of climate, which immediately takes place between the
two kingdoms, the great want of water on the frentiers,
barriers placed there by the hand of Nature, have been
the means of keeping thefe kingdoms from having any
mutaal concerns; and . {o, indeed, we may guefs by the
utter filence of the books, which never mention any
war at Sennaar till the beginning of the reign of Saci
nios.

The next thing remarkable is his proteétion of the pil-
grims who. go to Mecca, and the merchants that go to
India.  Several caravans of both fet out yearly from his
kingdom, all Mahometans, fome of whom go to Mecca
for religion, the others to India, by Mocha, . to trade.

The king, after having conquered all his enemies,
was perfuaded, by {fome of his favourites, .firft to dif-
mifs Dermin, his general, and his army, then all the
troops that had jeined him, and go with-a few of his at.
tendants, or coust, to hunt the buffalo in the neigh-
bouring country, 1di; which council the young prince

to ralbly adopted, fufpecting no treafen. ’
~ Dusing the hunting: match, a confpiracy was. formed
by Gusber Mo, his two brothers, Palambaras, Hannes,
and feveral others, old officcrs belonging to the Iace
king Yafous, who faw that he intended, one by one, to
weed them out of the way.as foon as fafely he could,
and that the whole power and favour was at laft to fall
into the hands of the Iteghé, and her brethers Dermin
and Paulus. Accordinglywone morning, the confpirators
baving furrounded him while riding, one of them thruft
pim through the body with a fword, and threw him
from his mnle upon the carth. "They then laid his bedy
upon a horfe, and, with all poflible expedition, carried
him to the houfe of Azena Michael, where he arrived
vet alive, but died immediat:ly upon being taken from
the horfe. Padjerund Ouftas, and fome eathers of his
father's old officers, who had aitacked themfelves to him
after his father’s death, tock the bedy of the king and

burried it In Quebran,
: This
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This afaflination was no foonsr known,- than the
mafter of the horfe, with the few troops that ke cauld
gather together, came to the palace, and took a young
fon of Tecla Haimanout, azed only four years, whon ha
proclaimed king, and the lteghé,-Malacotawit, regent
of the kingdom. But Badjerund Ouftas, and thofe
who had not been concerned in the murder of either
king, went ftraight to the mountan of Wechné, and
brought thence Tifilis, that is Theophilus, fon to Han-
nes, and brother to the late king Yafous, whom they
crowned at Emfras, and called hin, by his innugurasgion
name, Atferar Segued. ¥

1

3 WP o L e gl I i
FROM 1706 TO 1709,

The new king, Theophilus, a few days after his co-
ronation, having called the whole court and clergy toge-
ther, declared to them, tha: his faith upon the difpura-
ble point concerning our Saviour's incarnation wa. dif-
ferent from that of his brothsr Yafous, or that of his
nephew Tecla Haimanout, but in every refpeét conform-
able to that of the monks of Gojam, followers of "Abba
Eulathius, and that of the Iteghe, Malacotawit, Der-
min, and Paulus. A violent clamoar was inftaatly raifed
againft the King by the priefts of Débra Libanos, ds hav-
‘ing forfaken the religious principles of his predeceJors,
But the king was inflexible; aad this ingratiated him
more with the inhabitants of Gojgn. Not many days
after, the king arrefted the mater of the horle, Johau-
nes Palambaras, the Betwader Tigi, and feveral others, -
all fuppofed to be ‘concerred in the murder of the late
king, and confined them in feveral places and prifons:

This conduét of the king entirely relieved the’ minds
of all the friends of Tecla Haimanout from any furcher
fear of being called to account for the marder of Yafous;
and, .in confequence of this, the queen Malacotawit
with her brothers Dermin and Paulus, and all the mur-
derers.of the late king Yafous, canc to Gondar that
fame winter to do homage to Theophilus, whom they
now thought their greateit proteftor, - But the wifé'and

; G : fasa.
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fagacious king had kept his fecret in his own bofom. Al
his behaviour hitherto had been only difimulation, to
induce his brother’s murderers to come within his power,
And no fooner did he fee that he had fucceeded in this,
than the very firft day, while they were yet at audicm-e.
he ordered an officer, in his own prelence, to arreft firfy
the queen, and then her two brethers Dermin and Pay-
lus. He gavethe fame direftions concerning the reft of
the confpirators, who were all fcattered about Gon.
dar, eating, drinking, and fearing nothing, but rejoic-
ing at the happy days they had promifed themfelves, and
were now to fee: he ordered the whole of them, amount-
ing to 37 perfons, many of thefe of the firft rank, to be
ail executed that fame forenoon.

The firft exccuted was the queen, who was taken im-
mediat-ly from his prefence and hanged by the common
hangman on the tree before the palace gate: the firlt of
her rank, it is believed, that ever died fo vile a death,
cither in Abyflinia or any other country. Dermin and
Paulus were firft carried to the tree to fee their fifter’s ex-
ecution; after which, one after the other, they were
thruft through with fwords, the weapon with which they
kad wounded the late king Yafous. But the two Maho.
metans were fhot with mufkets, it having been in that
manner they had ended the late king’s life, after Dermin
had wounded him with a fword. As they had committed
high treafon, none of the bodies of thefe traitors were
sllowed to he buried; they were hewn in fmall pieces
with knives, and ftrewed about the ftreets, to be eaten
by the hyanas and dogs: a moft barbarous and offenfive
cuftom, to which they ftriétly adhere to this very day,

Theaphilus, after having thus taken ample vengeance
for the murder of his brother Yafous, did not {top here,
Tecla Haimanout was, itis tree, a parricide, but he was
likewife a king, and his nephew ; nor did it feem juft to
Theophilus that it thould %e left in the will of private
fubjeéts, after having acknowledged Tecla Haimanout
as their fovereign, to choofe a time afterwards, in which
they were (0 cat him off for a crime, which, howeyer
great, had not hindered them. from fwearing allegiance to
him at his a: ceflion, andentering into hisferviceatthe time
when it was recently committed. Ho, the refore, orded

: all
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all the regicides in cuftody to be put to death ; and fent
circular letters to the feveral %Overnors, that they fhould
obfeive the fame rule as to all thofe direétly concerned
in the murder of his nephew Tecla Haimanoue, who
fhould be found in places under their command.

Bl 5 D A S
FROM 1700 tO 1714. .

The Abyflinians, from a very antient tradition, ateris
bute the foundation bf their monarchy to Menilek fon of
Solomon, by the queen of Saba, or Azab, readered in
the Vulgate, the Queen of the fouth. y

Yalous the Great, after a long and glorious reign, had
been murdered by his fon Tecla Haimanout, Two years
after, this parricide fell in the fame manner. The aflal-
fination of two princes, fo nearly related, and in fo fhort
a time, had involved, from different motives, the grezts
et part of the noble familics of the kingdom, either 112
the crime itfelf, or in the fufpicion of aiding and abet-
ting it. :

Tiflis, or Theophilus, brother of Yafous, upon the
death of Tecla Haimanout, had been bronght from the
mountain, and placed on the throne as fuccellor to his
nephew ; this prince was fearcely crowned when he made
{ome very fevere examples of the murderers of his bro-
ther, and he feemed privately taking informations that
would have reached the whole of them, had not death
put an en ! to his enquiries and to his juftice.

The family of king Yafous was very numerous on the
mountain. It was the favourite ftore whence both the
foldicry and the citizens chofe to bring their princes.
Tuere were, at that very inftant, many of his fons prin-
c:s of great hopes and proper ages. Nothing then was
more probable than that the prince, now to fucceed,
would be of that family, and, as {uch, interefted in pur-
fuing the fame meafures of vengeance on the murderers
of his father and of his brother as the late k'nz Theophi-
1.s had done ; and how far, or to whom this might ex-
tend, was neither certain nor {afe to truft to,

The
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The tim> was now paft when the nobles vied with each
other, who fhould be the firft to fleal away privately, or
go with open force, to take the new king from the moun-
tain, and bring him to Gondar, his capital.

Under-all thefe'circumitances, a fubjeét had the ambi-
tion and boldrels to offer himfelf for king, and he was
accordingly elefted. This was Ouftas, fon of Delba
Yafous, Ly a daughter of the late king of that name ;
and Abyflinia now faw, for the fecond time, a ftranger
feated on the throne of Solomon. Ouftas was a man of
undifputed merit, and had filled the greateft offices in
the ftate. He had been Badjerund, or mafter of the
houfehold, to the late king Yafous., Tecla Haimanout,
who fucceeded, had made him governor of Samen; and
though, in the next reign, he had fallen into difgace
with Theophilus, this ferved but to® aggrandize him
more, as he was very foon after reftored to favour, and
by this very prince raifed to the difnily of Ras, the firft
place under t{ne king, and invefted at once with the go-
vernment of two provinces, Samen and Tiggé, He was,

_ at the death of Theophilus, the greateft fubjeét in Abyf{-
finia; one ftep higher fet him on the throne, and the
circumftances of the time invited him to take it. He
had every quality of body and mind requifite for a king;
but the conftituiion of his countryhad made it unlawtul
for him to reign. He took upon his inauguration the
name of Tzai Segued.

The new king Ouftas followed the ‘cuftoms of the
“nciént monarchs of /Abyflinia, whole conftant praétice

" was to make a public hunting match the firft expedition

* of their reign. On thefe occafions the king, attended
by all the gseat officers of ftate, whofe merit and capa-
city are already acknowledged, reviews his young nobi-
lity, who all appear to the beft advantage as to arms,
horfes, and equipage, with the greateft number of fer-
vants and attendants. The fcene of thi$ hunting is al-
ways in Kolla, crowded with an immenfe number of
the largeft and fierceft wild beafts, elephants, rhinoceros,
lions, %copﬂrdsy panthers, and buffaloes fiercer than
them all, wild boars, wild affes, and many varieties

of the deer kind,
As
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As foon as the game is roufed, and foreed
wood by the fqunﬁin and dogs, they all fin 1;?2:.){-:?:
ral together, according to the fize of the beaft, or as
ﬁrength and ability in managing their horfes admit o
tack the animal upon the plam with long pikes'or fp’ears
or two javelins in their hands. The king, unlefs ve,y.’
goung, fits on horfe-back ona rifing ground, furrounded

y the graver fort, who point out to him the names of
thofe o% the nobility that are happy enough to diftin-
guith themfelves in his fight.  Each young man brings
before the king’s tent, as a trophy, a part of the beaft he
has flain; the head and the fkin of a lion or leopard,
the fcalp or horns of a deer , the tail of a buffalo, or the
horn otP a rhinoceros. The great trouble, force, and
time neceffary to take out the teeth of the elephant,
feldom ‘make them ready to be prefented with the reft of
the fpoils. The head of a boar is brought ftuck upon
a lance; but is not touched, as being unclean.

The king’s perquifites are the elephant’s teeth, OF _
thefe round ivory rings are turned for bracelets, and a
quantity of them always brought by him to be diftribu-
ted among the moft deferving in the field, and kept ever
after as certificates of gallant behaviour. Nor is this
mark attended with honour alone. Any man who fhall
from the king, queen-regent, or governor of a province,
receive fo many of thefe rings as fhall cover his arm
down to his wrift, appears before the twelve judges on
a certain day, and there, laying down his arm with thefe
rings upon it, the king’s cook breaks every one in its
turn with a kind of kithen-cleaver, whereupon the
judges give him a certificate, which proves that he is
entitled to a territory, whofe revenue muft excead 20
ounces of gold, and this is never either refufed or de-
layed. All the different fpecies of game, however, are
not equally rated. He that flays a Galla, or Shangalla,
man to man, is entitled to two rings; he that flays an
elephant, to two; a rhinoceros, two; a giraffa, on ac-
count of its fpeed, and to encourage horfemanihip, two;
a buffalo, two; a lion, two ; a leopard, one; two boars,
whofe tutks are grown, one; and onc for every four of
the deer kind,

About
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Aout the killing of ‘thefe beafts great difputes con.
flamly arife; to dcxm:minc which, and prevent feuds and
quarrels, a council [its every evening, in which is an
ofiicer called Dimfhafha, or Red Cap, from a picce cof
red filk he wears upon his forehead, leaving the top of
his head bare, for no perfin is allowed to cover his head
entirely except the king, the twelve judges and dignified
pricits.  This officer regulates the precedence of one no-
bleman over another, and is poflefled of the hiftory of all
pedigrees, the nobleft of which are always accounted
thofe nearelt to the king reigning.

Before the council, every man pleads his own caufe,
and receives immediate fentence, It is a fettled rule,
that thofe who ftrike the animal firft, if the lance rema n
upright, or in the fame direétion in which it enters the
beaft, are underftood to be the flayers of the beaft, what-
ever number combat with him afterwards. There is
one exception, however, that if the beaft, after recciving
the firlt wound, tho’ the lance is in him, fhould lay hold
of a horfe or man, fo that it is evident he would prevail
againit them; a buffalo, for example, that {hould tofs a
man with his horns, or an clephant that thould take a
horfe with his trunk, the man who fhall then flay the
beaft, and prevent or revenge the death of the man or
horfe attacked, fhall be accounted the flayer of the bealt,
and entitled to the premium. This was the ancient em-

loyment of thefe councils. In Mr, Bruce's time the

ﬁept up this cuftom in point of form; [1&8 council fat
Lfte upon moft ferious aflairs of the nation; and the
death, banifhment, and degradation of the firft men in
the kingdom were agitated and determined here, under
the pretence of fitting to judge the prizes of paltimes.
'This hunting is feldom prolonged beyond a formight.

From ocular infpettion, the king is preflumed to be
able to choofe among the young nobility thofe that are
ready for taking the neceflary charges in the army ; and
it is from his judgment in this, that the priefts foretel
whether his reign is to be a fuccefsful on2, or to end in
misfortune and difappointment.

The high country of Aby(linia is deftitute of wood ;
the whole lower part of the mountains is fown with dif.
ferent forts of grain; the upper part perfeétly covered

with
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wix_h grals and all forts of verdure.  There are no
plains, or very {mall ones. Such a country, there.
tore, is unfit for hunting, as it is incapable o,f either
{heltering or nourithing any number of wild beafis
The lower,country, however, called Kolla, is full of
wood, confequently thinly inhabited. The mountains
not joined in chains or ridges, run i one upon the othe::
but, franding each upon its particular bale, are acceflible
all round, and interfperfed with plains. Great rivers
falling from the high country with prodigious violence,
during the tropical rains, have in the plains wafthed
away the foil down to the folid rock, and formed large
befons of great capacity, where, though the water be-
comes {tagnant in pools when the currents fail above,
yer, from their great depth and quantity, they refift
being confumed by evaporation, being alfo thick co-
vered with large fhady trees whofe Ieaves never fall,
Thefe large trees, which, in their growth, and vegeta-
tion of their branches, exceed any thing that our ima-
gination can figure, arc as neeeffary for food, as the
pools of water are for cifterns to contain drink for
thofe monftrous bealts, fuch as the elephant and rhi-
noceros, who there make their conftant refidence, and
who would die with hunger and with thir(t, unlefs they
were thus copioufly fupplied both with food and water.

Flat as the deferts are on which this country borders,
it has fat black earth for its foil. Many nations of per-
feét blacks inhabit the low country, all Pagans, and mor-
tal enemies to the Abyflinian government. Hunting thefe
miferable wretches is the next expedition undertaken by
a new king. The feafon of this is juft before the rains,
while the poor favage is yet lodged under the trees prepar-
ing his food for the approaching winter, before he retires
into his caves in the mountain, where he paffes that incle-
ment feafon in conftant confinement, but as conftant fecu-
rity ; for thefe naticns are all Trogledytes, and by the
Abyflinians are called Shangalla.

"hatever pains Ouftas took to attach himfelf to the na-
bility, a dangerous confpiracy was already forneng at
Gondar by thofe very people who had perfuaded him 1o
mount the throne, and whom he had left at home, from a

perfualion
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perfualion that they only were to be trufted with the fup.
ort of his intercft and the government in his abfence,

“Upon the firft intelligence, the kingy with a chofen bod
of troops, entered Gondar in the night, and furprifed the -
‘confpirators while atually fitting in council. Ras He.
zekias, his prime minifter, and Heraclides, mafter of his
houfehold, and five others of the principle confederates,
loft their ears and nofes, and were thrown into Prifon in
fuch circumftances that they could not live. Benaia Bafilé,

. one of the principle traitors, and the moft obzox’ous to’
the king, ex'apcd for a time, having had already intelli-
gence of Ouflas’s coming.

The king having quicted every thing at Gondar, being
at peace with all hisneighbours, and having no other way
to amufe his troops and keep them employed, fet out to
join the remainder of his young nobility whom he had left
in the Kolla to attack the Shangalla, who were formerly a
very numerous people, divided into diftinét tribes, or, as
itis called, different nations, living each feparately in dif-
tinét territories, each under the government of the chief
of its own name, and each family of that name under the
jurifdiction of its own chief, or head.

Thefe Shangalla, during the fair half of the year, live
under the fhade of trees, the loweft branches of which
they cut near the ftem on the upper part, and then bend,
or break them down, planting the ends of the branches in
the earth. ‘Thefe branches they cover with the fkins of
wild beafts. After this they cutaway all the fmall or fu.
perfluous branches in the infide, and fo form a fpacious

vilion, which at a diftance appears like atent, the tree
erving for the pole in the middle of it, and the large top
oveifhadowing it {o as to make a very picturefque appear-
ance. Every tree then is a houfe, under which livea mul-
titude of black inhabitants until the tropical rains begin,
Ivis then they hunt the elephant, which they kill by many
varicus devices, as they'do the rhinoceros and the other
large creatures. Thoi® who refide where water abounds, .
with the fame induftry kill the hippopotami, or river-
horfes, which are exceedingly numerous in the pools of
the ftagnant rivers. Where this flat belt, or country js
broadeit, the trees thickeft, and the water inthe largeft
pools, thete the moft powerful nations live, who have of-

ticm
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ten defeated the royal army of Abyflinia, and confiant}
laid wafte, and fometimes nearly conquered, the vah{
ces of Tigré and Siré, the moft warlike and mof; popu-
lous part in Abyffinia. :

Mr. Bruce, before he gives over the account of the
Shangalla, delivers them again out of their caves, be-
caufe this return includes the hiftory of an operation ne-
ver heard of perhaps in Europe. No fooner daes the fun
pafs the zenith, going fouthward, than the rains inftane- |
ly ceafe ; and the thick canopy of clouds; which had ob-
fcured the fky during their continuance, being removed,
the fun appears in a beautiful {ky of pale blue, dappled
with fmali thin clouds, which {oon atter difappear, and
leave the heavens of a moft beautiful azure. A very few
days of the intenfe heat then dries the ground fo peifeéily,

 that it gapes in chafins ; the grafs, firuck at the roots by
the rays, fupports itfelf no more, but droops and becomes
parched. . To clear this away, the Shangalla fet fire to
it, which runs with incredible violence the whole breadth
of Africa, paffing under the trees, and followiug the dry
grafs among the branches with fuch velocity as not to
hurt the trees, but to occafion every leaf to fall.

A proper diftance is preferved between each habitation,
and round the principal watering-places; and here the
Shangalla again fix their tents in the manner before de-

_feribed.. Nothing can be more beautiful than thefe fhady
_habitations; but they have this fatal effect, that they are
difcernible from the high grounds, and guide their ene-
mies to the places inhabited. ‘The cosniry now cleared,
the hunting begins, and, with the hunting, the danger
of the Shangalla. ~ All the governors bordering upon the
country, from the Baharnagafh to the Nile on the weft,
are obliged to pay a certain number of {laves.

‘The Shangalla goall naked ; they have feveral wives,
and thefe very prolific. They bring forth children with
the utmoft eafe, and never reft or confine themfelves after
delivery. but wafhing themfelves and the child with cold
water, they wrap it up ina foft cloth made of the bark
of trees, and hang it upon a branch, that the large ants,
with "-'}?ii.'h they are infefted, and the fcr[::'ms, may not
devourit. Afterafew days, when it has gathered firength,
the mother carries it in the fame cloth upon her back,

and.
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and gives it fuck with the breaft, which fhe throws over
her {houldcr, this part being of fuch a length as, in fome,
to reach almolt to their knees,

Erom the cenflant interruptions Ouftas had met with in
all his hurting-matches, the divining monks had pro-
phefied his reign was to be fhorr, and attended with
much bloodfhed ; nor were they foronee diflant from
the truth ; for, in the month of January 1714, while he
was overlovking the workmen building the church of
Abba Antonius at Condar, he was taken fuddenly ill,
and, fuf-efting fome unuwholfomenefs or awwixheraft in
his palace, he erdered his tent to be pitched without the
town till the apastments (hould be fmeaked with guapow-
der.  But this was done {o carelefsly by his fervants, that
his houfe was burnt to the gound, which was looked up-
on as a very bad omen, and made a great impreilion up-
on the minds of the people.

Tt was generally underftoed that the king was E!angcr-
oufly ill, and that his complaint was every day increaf-
ing. Upon this the principal officers went, according
to the ufval cuftom, to condole with and comfort him,
This was at lcaft what they pretended. Their true ec-
rand, however, was pretty well known to be an endea-
vour to afcertain whether the ficknefs was of a kind
likely to continue, till meafures could be adopted with
a degrec of certainty to take the reins of governmene
out of his hand. The king eafily divined the reafon of
their coming. Having had a good night, he ufed the
flrength he had thereby acquired to roufe himfelf for a
m iment, to put on the appearance of heaith, and thew
himfelf, as uwiual, engaged in" his ordinary difpatch of
bufinefs. The feeming good contenance of the king
made their condolence premature. Some excufe, how-
ver, for {o formal a vifit, was necefiary ; but every apo-
logy was not fafe.  They adopted this, which they
thought unexceptionable, that hearing he was fick,
which they happily found he was not, they came to
propofe to him a thing equally proper whether he was
fick or well 5 that he would, 1n time, fetile the f{uccel-
fion upon his fon Fafil, then in the monntain of Wechné,
as a means of quieting the minds of his friends, pre-
venting bloodfhed, ard fecuring the crown to his fami-

ly
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ly. Ouftas did the utmoft to command hj upon
this occafion, and to give them an anfwer fuchmﬁlff,iwd a
man in health who hoped to live many years. Eye ;¢
was now tco late to play fuch a part; and, in fpite of
his utmoft diffimularion, evideat figns of decay appeared

upon him, :
On the 1oth day of February, Cuflas died, but whe-

ther of a violent or' natural-death is not known. Pof.
terity, regarding his merit more than his -title, have
however iep: his name ftill among the lit of kings ;
and tradition, doing him more juftice ftill than hiftory,
has ranked him among the beit that ever reigned in
Abyflinia.

DAV 1D =10V
From 1714 to 1719.

DAVID, immediately upon his acceffion, appointed
Fit-Auraris Agné, Ozoro Kedufte’s brother, his Bet-
wudet, and Abra Hezekias his mafter of the houfehold,
and was - proceeding to fill up the inferior pofts of go-
vernment, when he was interrupted by the clamours of
a multitude of monks demanding a convocation of the
clergy. David was a rigid adherent to the church of
Alexandria, and educaied by his mother in the tenets
of the monks of Saint Euftathius, that is, the molt de-
clared enemies of every thing approaching to the tenets
of the church of Rome. He was confequently, not by
inclination, neither was he by duty, obliged to under-
take the defence of meafures adopted by Ouilas, of which
he was befides ignorant, having been confined in the
mountain of Wechné. He ordered, therefore, the mif-
fionaries, and their interpreter, whofe name was Abba
Gregorius, to be apprehended. Thefe unfortunate peo-
p'e were aceordingly produced before the moft prejudic-
ed and partial of all tribunals. The rrial neither was,
nor intended to be long. The firft queltion put was a
very direct one; < Do you, or do you not, receive the
council of Chalcedon as a rule of faith? and, Do vou
hcl_icvr that Leo the pope I:l\c"i'ull\" and regularly prt’ﬁlicd
at it, and conducted it ?” To this the prifoners Plainly

anfwered,
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anfwered, ¢ That they looked upon the couacil of Chal.
cedon as the fourth generai council, and received it asiuch,
and as a rule of faith: that they did believe pope Leg
lawfully and regularly prefided at it, as being head of the
Catholic church, fuccellor to St Peter, and Chrift’s vicar
upon earth.” Upon this a general fhout was heard {rom
the.whole affembiy ; and the fatal cry, ¢ Stone them.—
Whoever throws not three ftones; he is accurled, and
an enemy to Mary, immediately followed.

One prieft only, diftinguifhed for piety and learning a-
mong his countrymen, and one of the chief men in the.
affembly, with great vehemence declared, they were tried
partially and unfairly; and condemned dnjuftly. But his
voice was not heard amidft the clamours of {fuch a multi-
tude ; and the monks were accordingly by the judges
condemped to die. Ropes were inftantly thrown about
their necks, and they were dragged to a place behind the
church Abbo, in their way to Tedda, where they were,,
according to their fentence, {toned to death, fuffering
witha patience and refignation equal to the firft martyrs,
. Conlpiracies againft the king, owing to his having
mailacred many monks; wer¢ every where openly talked
“of, the fruits of which foon appeared. David fell fick,.
and thofe about him endeavoured to perfuade him, that
it was the remains of an injury which he had lately re-
ceived from a fall off his horfe. But, upon the meet.
ing of acouncil, on the gth of March, 1719, it was dif-
covered and proved, that Kafmati Laté and Ras Georgis
had employed Kutcho, km’gar of the palace, to give a
firang poifon to the king, which he had taken that mom.
ing from the hands of a Mahometan. Ras Georgis was-
-then brought before the council, and fcarcely denied the
faét ; upon which his only fon was ordered to be hewn
to pieces before his face, and immediately after the fa-
ther’s eyes were pulled out. Kutcho, keeper of the pa-
lace, and the Mahometan who gave the poifon, were
hewn to pieces with fwerds befcre the gate of the palace,
and their mangled bodies thrown to the dogs. Theking
died that evening in great agony..

BACUFFA.
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From 1719 to 1759.

BACUFFA, who now fucceeded to the throne, was,
exceedingly fond of divinations, dieams, and prophecies,
{o are all the Abyflinians ; but he imbibed an additiona]
propenfity to thefe among the Pagans to whom he had
fled. One day, when walking alone, he perceived a
prielt exceedingly attentive in oblerving the forms that
little pieces of ftraw, cut to certain lengths, made upon
a pool of water into which ran a {mall fiream.. From
the combination of thefe in letters, or figures, as they |
chanced to fall, an anfwer is procured to the doubt pro-
poled, which, if you believe thefe idlers, is perfetly in-
fallible.

The new king in difguife, drefied like a*poor man, is
faid to have afked the prieil afier what he was inquiring,
The prieft anfwered, He was trying whether the king
would have a fon, and who fhould govern the kingdom
after him. ¢ The king abode the inveltigation patiently;
and the.anfwer was, That he fhould have 2 fon; but
that-a Welleta Georgis {hould govern the kingdom after
him for thirty years, though that Welleta Georgis (hould
be neither his {on nor any defecendant of his.  Full of
thought at this untoward prediiion, he harboured it in
his breaft without communicating it to any one, and,re-
folved to blaft the hopes of every Welleta Georgis that
thould be fo unfortunate as to ftand withinthe poflibility
of reigning after him. Many fnnocent people of differgnt
parts di appearcd {rom this unknown crime ; and eleven
princes on the mountain of Wechpé, fome (ay more, loft
their lives for a name that is very common in Abyffinia,
without one overt act of treafon. ereven a fulpicion of
what they were accuied. . A panic now firuck all ranks
prenp.le, without terminating in any fcheme of refift-
ance; which fufficiently fhewed that the king bad fuc-
ceeded in dificlving all confederacics mong his {fubjefts,
and deftroying radically that rebellious {pirit.which had
operated fa fa ally in the lafi reigns.

., Among the kings »f Abyfliniaitisa cuftom, efpecialls-
In intervals of peace, to di.{{ppcar for a \ime, without any
warning,
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warning. Sometimes, indeed, one or two confidentia]
fervants, pretending to be bufied in other afairs, attend
at a difrance, and keep their eye upon him, while, dif.

vifed in different manners, he goes like a firanger to
thofc parts he intends to vifit. ln one of thefe privare
journeys, pafling into Kuara, a province on the N. E. of
‘Abyflinia, near the confines of Sennaar, Bucaffa happened,
or counterfeited, to be feized by a fever, a common dif-
eale of that unwholefome couniry. He was then in 2
poor village belenging to fervants of a man of diftine-
tion, whofe houfe was on the top of the hill immediately
whove, in temperate and whelefome air.  The hofpitable
fandlord, upon the firft hearing of the diftrefs of a ftran-
ger, immediately removed him up to his houfe, where
cvery attention that could be fuggefted by a charitable
mind was beftowed upon his difeafed gueft, who prefent-
1y recovered *his former flate of health, but not till the
Find afliftance and unwearied diligence of the beautiful
daughter of the houfe had made a~ decp impreffion upon
him, and laid him under the gre:teft obligations.

The family confifted of five yonng men intthe flower
of their youth, and one Zaughter, whole name was Ber.
han Magafs, the Glry of Grare, excecdingly beautify],
gentle, mild, and afiable; of great underftanding and
prudence beyond her age; the darling, not only of her
own family, but of all the neighbourkood. Bacuffa re-
covering his health, returncd fpeedily to the palace, which
he entered privitely at night, and appeared early next
morning fitting in judgement, and hearing caufes, which
with thefe princes, is the firft public occupation of the
day.
‘A meflenger, with guards and attendants, was imme.
diately fent to Kuara, and Berhan Magafs hurried from
her futhet’s houfe, the knew not why ; but her furprife
was carried to the utmoft, by being prefented and mar-
ried to the king, no reply, no condition, or ftipulation
being fuffered. She gained, however, and preferved his
confidence as long as ‘he lived: not that PBacuffz
valued himfelf upon confiancy to one wife, more than the
reft of his predecclors had done. Hehad, indeed, many
wifirefles, but with thefe he obferved a very ffngnlar
rule; he never toek tohis bed any one woman whatever,

the
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the fair Berhan Magals excepted, without her havin
been firft fo far intoxicated with wine or fpirits a5 ot to
remeinber any thing that pafled in converfation,

After he had created his wife Ireghé, Bacuffa pretend-
ed to be fick , feveral days pafled wichout hopes of reco.
very; but at laft the news of the kings’s death were put.
lithed in Gondar. The joy was fo great, and fo univerfal,
that nabody attempted to conceal it. Every one found him-
felf eafed of aload of fear which had become infupporta.
ble.  Several princes efcaped from the mountain of Wech-
né to put themfelves in the way of being chofen; fome
were fent ta by thofe great men who thought themfelves
capable of effelting the nomination, and a {peedly day was
appointed for the burial of the king's corpfe, when Ba-
cuffa appeared, in the ordinary feat of juftice, early in the
morning of that day, with the Iteghe, and the infant Ya-
fous, his fon, ficting in a chair below him. There was no
occafion to accufe the guilty. The whole court, and all
{trangers attending there upon bufinefs, fled, and fpead an
univerfal terror through the whole fireets of Gondar. All
ranks of peonle were driven to defpair, for all had rejoic-
ed, and much lefs crimes had been before punithed with
death. What this fedition would have eaded in, it is hard
to know, had it not been for the immediate refolution of
the king, who ordered a general pardon and amnefty to
be proclaimed ar the door of the palace,

Two kettle-drums of a large fize are conftantly placed
one on each fide of the outer gate of the king’s houfe.
They are called the Jisz and the emb.  The lion is beat
at [}i(iprm:]:l-‘n;lt;ﬂni-which regard war, attainders for con-
{piracies and rchellions, promotions to fupreme com=—
mands, and fuchlike high matters.  The lamb is heard
only on beneficent, pacific occalions, or gifts from the
crown, of general amnefiies, of private pardons, and re-
verfals of penal ordinances. The whole town was in ex—
peétation of fome fanguinary decree. when, to their utter
furprife, they heard the voice of the lamb, a certain fign of
peace and forgivenefs; and fpeedily followed by a pro=
clamation, forbidding people of all degrees to leave their
hoafes, that the king’s word was pledged for every one’s
fecurity ; and thatall the principal men fhould immedi-
arely attend him within the palace, in a public place

whicl
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which is called the Afhoa, and that upon painof re.
bellion.

The king appeared cloathed all in white, being. the
habit of peace; his head: was bare, drefled, anointed,
and perfumed, and his face uncovered. He thus ad-
vanced to the rail of the gallery, about 10 feet above
the heads of the audience, and, in a. very graceful,
compofed, but refolute manner, began a fhort oration
to the people. He put them in mind of their wanton-
nefs in having made Quftas, a man not of the royal line
of Selomon, king of Abyffinia; of their having incited
his brother, Tecla Haimanout, to affaffinate their father.
Yafous ; that they had afterwards murdered Tecla Hai-
manout himfelf, one brother, and lately his  other
brother David, bis own immediate predeceffor: That
he had taken due vengeance upon all the ringleaders of
thofe crimes, as was the duty of his place, and, if much
blood had been fhed, it was becaufe many enormities
had been committed ; but that knowing now that order
was eltablithed, and confpiracies cxtinguithed' among
them, he had counterfeited death, to fignify an end
was put to Bacuffa and his bloody meafures; that he
now was rifen again, and appeared to them by the name
of Atzham Georgis, {fon of Yafous the Grear; and or-
dered every man home to his houfe to rejoice at the ac-
ceflion of a new king, under whom they fhould have
juftice, and live without fear, as long as they refpefted
the king that God had anointed over them. Gy

The loude(t 2cclamations followed this {peech. < Long
live Bacufta! Long live Atzham Georgis!™” It was well
known that this king never failed in his word, or any
way prevaricated in his promifes. Every one, therefore;
went home in‘as perfett peace as if war had never been a.
mong them ; and Bacuffa’s’ delicacy in this refpedt was
feen a few days after; for Hannes his brother having
been brought clandeftinely from Wechné, by Kafmati.
Georgis, anobleman of great confequence, they were
both taken by the governor of Wechné and fent in
chains to the king. The ordinary proeefs would have
been to put them inflantly to death, as being apprehend:
ed in the very higheft aft of treafon ; nor would this
ha:e alarmed any perfon whatever, or been thought an

infl';la_ion
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infra&tion of the king’s late promife,

" was of another mind.g He ﬁ:}::t the grim]?::;?q‘?l’dho"“cf,
ordinarily {it upon capital crimes, to meet the E]wog:’fowho
in their way to Gondar, and carried them bacﬁ TR nte}:-s
foot of the mountain of Wechné to have their crimee
proved, and to be tried there out of his prefence anc:
influence, where they were both condemned, Hannes to
have an arm cut off, Georgis to be fent to prifon to the
governor of Walkayt, with private orders to put him to
death; both which fentences were executed, though
Faanes fo lar recovered that he was king of Abyfiinia in
Mr. Broce's time, notwithftanding this mutilation.

The king died after a vigorous reign, and after having
cut off the greatet part of the ancient nobility near
Gondar, who were of age to have been concerned in
the tranfactions of the latt reigns. This has rendered
his memory odious, though it is univerfally confefled he
faved his country from an ariftocratical or democratical
ufurpation; both equally unconftitutional, as they e-
qually firuck at the root of monarchy.

YASOUS II. or, ADIAM SEGUED.
From 1729 to 1753.

'The new king, Yafous II. when arrived at the fe-
venth year of his reign, proclaimed a general hunt,
'which is a declaration of his near approach to manhood 3
but he purfued it no length of time, and again returned
to Gonaar. :

On the 2 3d day of December, Yafous again fet out on
anoth:r hunting party, and killed two clephants and a
rhinoceros. ¢ then proceeded to Tchelga, and from
Tchelga to Waldubba; thence he went to the rivers
Gandova and Shimfa. Here he exercifed himfelf ar a
very violent {pecies of hunting, that of forcing the
gieratacachin, which means fong-tail 3 it is otherwife
called giraffa in Arabic, Itis the tallelt of beafts, and
is often killed by the elephant hunters. Its {kin is beau-
tifully variegated when young, but turns brown when
arrived at any age, It was not with a view to hunt only
that Yafous made thefe frequent excurfions towards rhé

H fronticrs
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frontiers of Sennaar. - His refolution was formed (as j¢
appeared foon after) in imitation of his forefather Soci-
nios, to revive his right over the country of the Shcp-
herds, his ancient vaflals, who, fince the acceflion of
ftrength by uniting with the Arabs, had forgot their
ancient tribute and fubjetion. ;

This year, 1736, there happened a total eclipfe of the
{un, which very much affeted the minds of the weaker
fort of people. FThe dreamers and the prophets were
every where let loofe, full of the lying {pirit which pof-
feffed them, to foretel that the death of the king, and
the downfal of his government were at hand, and de-
Inges of civil blood were then fpeedily to be fpilt both
in the capital and provinces. There was not, indead, at
the time any circumftance that warranted fuch a pre-
di¢tion, or any thing likely to be more fatal to the ftate,
than the expenditure of the large fums of money that
the turn the king had taken fubjected him to. He had
built a lar.c and very coftly church at Kofcam, and he
was ftill engaged in a more extenfive work in the build-
ing of a palace at Gondar, befides a variety of other ex-

nfive undertakings. .

In the z4th year of Yafous’s reign, he was taken ill,
and died on the 21t day of June 1733, after a very fhort
illnefs. As he was but a young man, and of a ftrong
conftitution, there was fome fufpicion he died by poifon
given him by the queen’s relations, who were defirous
to fecure another minority rather thar ferve under a
king, who, by every action, fhewed he was no longer
to be led or governed by any, but lealt of all by them.
Yafous was married very young to a lady of noble fa-
mily in Ambhara, by whom he had two fons, Adigo
and Aylo. But their mother pretending to a fhare of
her hufband’s government, and to introduce her friends
at court, fo hurt Welleta Georgis the Iteghé, or queen-
regent, that the prevailed on the king to banifh both
the mother and {ons to the mountain of Wechne,.

In order to prevent fuch interference for the future,
the Iteghé took a flep, fuch as had never before been
auempted in Abyflinia. It was to bring a wife to Yafous
from a race of Galla. Her name was Wobit, daughter
of Amitzo, to whom Bacuffa had once fled when he

efcaped
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efcaped from the mountain before he was ki

been kindly entertained there. Her ?:mﬂk;n&;:ﬁ I:;Cd
tribe of Edjow, and the divifion of Toluma, that is, of
the fouthern Galla upon frontiers of Amhara, 'fhcy
were efteemed the politeft, that is, the Ieaft barbarous
of the name. But it was no matter, they were G
and that was enough. Between them and Abyffinia,
occans of blood had been thed, and firong prejudices
imbihed againft them, never to be effaced by marriages,
She was, however, brought to Gondar, chriftened by
the name of Beflabée, and married to Yafous: By her he
had a fon, named Joas, who fucceeded his father.

J R
From 1753 to 1768.

As fvon as the'death of King Yalous was known, the old
officers and fervants of the crown, remembering the tu-
muales and confufion that happened in Gondar at his ac-
ceffion, repaired to the palace from their different go-
vernments, each with a fmall well-regulated body of
troops, fufficient to keep order, and ftrengthen the bands
of Ras Welled de I’Oul, whom they all looked upon
as the father of his country. The firft who arrived was
Kafmati Waragna of Damot; then Ayo of Begemder,
and very foon after, though at much the yrr;;éﬂ dift-
ance, Suhul Michael, governor of Tigré. Thefe
three entered the palace, with Weilled de Joas, who, after
atroublefome r2ign, was affafinated in his palace, and
buried in the church of St. Raphael.

B8 STS

=

HAN!I
1769.

Hannes, 2 man upwards of feventy years of ape,
made his entrv into Gondar the 3d of May 1560,  He
was brother to Bacuffa, and having in his time efcaped
from the mountain, and being afterwards taken, his
hand was cut off by order of the I\ing his brother, aad
he was fent back to the place of his confinement. It

Hz 1s
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is a law of Abyffinia, derived from that of Mofes, that

o man can be capable either of the throne or prieft-
good, unlefs he be perfect in all his limbs; the want
~of a hand, therefore, certainly difqualified Hannes, and
it was with that intent it had been cut off; but this ob-
jeftion was eafily over-ruled. However, befides his
age, he was very feeble in body ; and having had no
converfation but with monks and priefts, this had debi.
litated his mind as much as age had -done his body,
He could not be perfuaded to take any fhare in the go-
vernment, and when he was defired to take the field to
defend his kingdom, he wept, hid-himfelf, torned
monk, and demanded to be fent back to his former
place of confinement. The confequence was, that he
was one day poifoned at his breakfaft.

TECLA HAIMANOUT IL

1769.

Tecla Haimanout {ucceeded his father. He was a
prince of a moft graceful figure, tall for his age, rather
thin, and of the whitelt fhade of Abyffinian colour,
{fuch are all thofe princes that are born in the mountain,
Though he had been abfent but a very few months from
his native mountain, his manners and carriage were thofe
of aprince, that from his infancy had fat vpon an here-
ditary throne. He had anexcellent underflanding, and pru-
dence heyond his years. He was faid to be naturally
of a very warm temper, but this he had o perfecily
fubdued as fcarcely ever to have given an inftance of it
in publie. :

With the beginning of this king's reign, we fhall clofe
the Annals of Abyflinia, and return to Mr, Bruce at
Mafuah, after which we fhall accompany him from
thence in his journey to Gondar.

TRAVELS
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To DISCOVER

The SOURCE of the NILE;
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Account of Mr. Bruce's journey from Mafuah to Gondar—
T ranfaitions there—Manners and Cufloms of the Aby/-
Jenians.

b 1 ASUAH, or the harbour of the Shepherds, is a {mall

ifland on the Abyfinian fhore, having an excel-
lent harbour, and water deep enough for fhips of any fize
to the very edge of the ifland: here they may ride in the
utmoft fecurity, from whatever point, or with whatever
degree of ftrength, the wind blows. The ifland itfelf is
very fmall, fcarce three quarters of a mile in length,
and about half that in breadth, one-third occupied by
houfes, one by cifterns to receive the rain-water, and the
Jalt is referved for burying the dead.

‘This ifland was a place of much refort as long as com-
merce flourifhed ; but it fell into obfcurity very fuddenly
under the oppreffion of the Turks, who put the finithing-
hand to the ruin of the India trade in the Red Sea, be.
gun fome years before by the difcovery of the Cape of
Good Iope, and the fettlements made by the Portuguefe
on the continent of India.*

On the 1gth of September, 1769, Mr, Bruce arrived
at Mafuah,very much tired of the fea, and defirous to

H g land,



1t0 SHAW’s ABRIDGEMENT OF

land.  But, as it was evening, he thought it advif-
able to fleep on board that night, that he might have a
whole day (as the firlt is always a bufy one) before him,
and receive in the night any intelligence from friends,
who might not choofe to venture to come openly to fee
him and his company in the day, at leaft before the de-
termination of the Naybe, the governor of that place,
had been heard coneerning them.

On the 20th, a perfon came from Mahomet Gibberti
to condué@ Mr. Bruce on fhore. The Naybe himfelf
was ftill at Arkeeko, and Achmet, his coufin and fuc-
ceflor, therefore had come down to receive the duties of
the merchandife on board the veflel which brought Mr,
Bruce. There were two elbow-chairs placed in the mid-
dle of the market-place. Achmet fat on one of them,
while the feveral ofiicers opened the bales and packages
hefore him ; the other chair on his left hand was empty.
He was dreffed all in white, in a long Banian habit of
muflin, and a clofe-bodied frock reaching to his ancles,
much like the white frock and petticoat the young chil-
dren wear in. England. This {pecies of drefs did not,
in any way, fuit Achmet’s fhape or fize; but, it feems,
he meant to be in gala. As foon as Mr. Bruce came
in fight of him, our ‘traveller doubled his peace:
Mahomet Gibherti’s fervant whifpered to Mr. Bruce
not to kifs his hand, which indeed he intended to
have done. Achmet ftood up, iuﬂ as he arrived with-
in arm’s length of him; when they touched each other's
hands, carried their fingers to their lips, then laid their
hands acrofs their breafts: our t:aveller pronounced
the f{alutation of the inferior Salam Alicum { Peace he
between us; to which he anfwered immediately, /.
cum Salam ! There is Eeacc between us. He pointed
to the chair, which Mr. Bruce declined; but he obliged
him to fit down. >

In thefe countries, the greater honour that is fhewn
you at firft mesting, the more confiderable prefent is
expefled. He made a fign to bring coffee direftly, as
the immediate offering of meat or drink is an affurance
your life is not in danger. He began with an air that
feemed rather ferious; “We have expefed you here
fome time ago, but thought you had changed your mind,

and
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and was gone to India.”—*° Since fuiline f; :

I have l%ccn in Arabia Felix, the Gﬁlff::o;n Ag;gg:’
and crofled laft from Loheia.”—* Are you not afraiq
(faid he,) fo thinly attended, to venture upon thefe
long and danggrous voyages ?”—¢«The countries where
1 have been are either fubject to the emperor of Con.
ftautinople, whofe firman 1 have now the honour
to prefent you, or to the regency of Cairo, and pore
of Janizaries—here are their lctters—or to the therriffe
of Mecea. To you, Sir, I prefent the fhernife’s
letters ; and, befides théfe, one from Metical Aga your
friend, who, depending on your charalter, afﬁ_ncd me -
this alone would be fufficient to preferve me from ill-
ufagc fo long as 1 did no wrong: as for the dangcrs
of the iroad from bandirti and lawlefs perfons, my
fervants are indeed few, but they are veteran foldicrs,
tried and exereifed from their infancy in arms, and
I value not the fuperior number of cowardly and difos-
derly perfons.”

He then returned Mr. Bruce the letters, faying,
¢ You will give thefe to the Naybe to-morrow ;
will keep Metical’s letter, as it is to me, and will
read it at home,” He put it accordingly in his bo-
fom; and their coffee bsing done, Mr. Bruce rofe to
take his leave, and was prefently wet to the fkin by de-
luges of orange flower-water {howered upon him from
the right and left, by two of his atttendants, from f{il-
ver bottles. :

A very decent houfe had been provided; and he
had no fooner entered, than a large dinner was fent
them by Achmet, with a profufion of lemons, and
good frefh water, now become one of the greateft de-
licacies in life, and, inftantly after their baggage was
all fent unopened; with which he was very well-

leafed, being afraid they might break fomething in
Eis clock, telefcopes, or quadrant, by the violent man-
ner in which they fatisfy their curiofity,

On the 1oth of September, 2 female flave came and
brought with her the proper credentials, an Indian
handkerchief full of dry dates, and a pot or bottle of
unvarnifhed potter’s earth, which keeps the water
very cool,

4 On
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On the 2:{t, in the morning, the Naybe came from
Arkeeko. The ufual way is b) ft‘d; it is about two
leagues ﬂrai%xht acrofs the bay, but fomewhat more
by land. The paffage from the main is on the north
fide of the ifland, which is not above a quarter of
a mile broad ; there is a large ciltern for rain warter
on the land.fide, where you embark acrofs. He was
poorly attended by thiee or four fervants, miferably
mounted, and about forty naked favages on foot,
armed with fhort lances and crooked kaives. The
drum beat before him all the way from Arkeeko to
Mafuah. Upon entering the beat, the drum on the
land-fide ceafed, and thofe, in what is called the Caf~
tle of Mafuah, began. The caftle is a fmall clay hut,
and in it one fwivel-gun, which is notr mounted, but
. lics upon the ground, and is fired always with

great trepidation and fome danger. The drums are

earthen jars, fuch as they fend buuter into Arabia; the
mouths of which are covered with a fkin, fo thata ftran-
_ger, on fecing two or three of thefe together, would
run a great rifk of believing them to be jars of Lutter,
or pickles, carefully covered with oiled parchment. All
the proceflion was in the fame ftile. 'The Naybe was
drefled in an old fhabby Turkith habit, much too fhore
- for him, and feemed to have been made about the time
of Sultan Selim. He wore alfo upon his head a Turkifh
cowke, or high-cap, which fearcely admitted any part of
his head. In this drefs, which on him had a truly ridi-
-culous appearance, he received the calian, or inveititure,
of the ifland of Mafuah; and being thereby reprefenta-
tive of the grand fignior, confented that day to be called

Omar Aga, 1n honour of the commifiion.

In the afternoon, Mr. Bruce went to pay his refpedis
to the Naybe, and found him fiiting on a large wooden
elbow-chair, at the head of two files of naked favages, who
made an avenue from his chair to the door. He had no-
thing upon him but a courfe cotton fhirt, fo dirty that, it
feemed, all pains to clean it again would be thrown
away, and fo fhort that it fcarcely reached his knees,
He was very tall and lean, his colour black, had a large
mouth and nofe; in place of a beard, a very fcanty tuft of
grey hairs upon the point of his chin; large, Jul], and

heavy



BRUCE’s TRAVELS, 153

heavy eyes; a kind of malicious, contemptuous fmile
on his countenance ; he was altogether of a moft ftupid,
and bratal appearance. His charadter Pe"f“;&ly. corrgi_'-
ponded with his figure, for he was a man o :in..artca é-
lities, cruel to bxc:fs, ava'ncmus, am%.e} great rl.;*nba& .

Mr. Bruce prefented his firman.—1he greatcit Latha
in the Turkifh empire would have rifen upon fceing 1t,
Kiff=d it, and carried 1t to his forehead; but he did not
even receive it into his hand, and pufhc.d it back to our
traveller again, faying, * Do you r;ad it all to me word
for word.” —Mr. Bruce told him it was Turkifh; that
he had never learned to read a word of that language.
—=¢¢ Nor I neither,” fays he; “and I believe I never
fhall.” Mr. Bruce then gave him the 9ther lettlers }llp
had brought with him. He took them all together in
beth his hands, and laid them unopened befide him, fay-
ing, ‘* You fhould have brought a moullah along \.'vnh
you. Do you think I fhall read all thefe letters ? Why,
1t would take me a month.” . He then glared upen our
traveller, with his mouth open, fo like an idiot, that it
was with the vtmoit diﬁ]cuhy Mr. Bruce kept his gra-
I;it_v,'only anfwering, * Juft as you pleafe; you know

eft.” 5

A filence followed this fhort converfation, and Mr.
Brucz took the opportunity to give him his prefent, with
which he did not feem difpleafed, but rather: that it
was below him to tell him fo; he then took his leave
of the Naybe, very litde pleafed with his reception,
and the {mall azcount he feemed to make of his let
ters. or of himfelf,

The {mall-pox was raging with {fuch violence at
Maluah, that it was feared the living would not be
fufhicient to bury the dead. The whole ifland was
filled with fhricks and lamentations both night and
day. They at lalt began to throw the bodies in-
to the fea, which deprived our travellers of the fifh,
of which they had a'e {ome kinds that were excel.
lent, Mr. Bruce had fupprefied his charaler of phy-
fician, fearing he thould be detained by realon of
the multitude of fick.

The. Navbe came to Mafaah on the 15th of Ofto.
ber, difpatched the veilel that !;-mug!.t our travellers

Hog “over;
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over; and, as if he had only waited till this evidence
was out of the way, he, that very night, fent word,
that Mr. Bruce was to prepare him 2 handfome pre-
fent. He gave in a long lift of particulars to a great
amount, which he defired might be divided into three
parcels, and prefented three feveral days. One was to
be given-him as Naybe of Arkceko; one as Omar
Aga, reprefentative of the grand fignor; and one for
having paffed their baggage gratis and unvifited, efpe-
cially the large quadrant

As the affurance of protetion Mr. Bruce had re-
ccived, gave him courage, ke anfwered him, That,
having a firman of the grand fignior, and letters from
Metical Aga, it was mere generofity fhould he give
him.any prefent at all, either as Naybe or Omar Aga;
t~t he was not a merchant that bought and fold, nor
had merchandize on board, therefore had no cuftoms
to pay. Upon this he fent for Mr. Bruce to his houfe,
where he found him in a violent fury, and many ufe-
kefs words paffed on both fides. At laft he peremp-
torily told our traveller, That unlefs he had 300 oun.
ces of gold ready to pay him on Monday, upon his
landing from Arkeeko, he would confine him in a
dungeon, without light, air, or meat, till the bones
came through his fkin for want.

On the 2gth of O&tober, the Naybe came again from
Arkeeko to Mafuah, and Mr. Bruce was told in a very
ill humour with him. He foon received a meflage to
attend him, 2nd found him in a large wafte room like a
barn, with about fixty {)eople with him.  This was his
divan, or grand council, with all his janiffaries and offi-
cers of ftate, all naked, affembled in parliament. ‘There
was a comet that had aﬂpeared afew days after their arri-
val at Mafuah, which had been many days vifible in A-
zabia Felix, being then in its perihelion; and, after paf-
ﬁniits conjunétion with the fun, it now appeared at Ma-
fuah early in the evening, receding to its aphelion. Mr,
Bruce had been obferved watching it with great atten
tion, and the large tubes of the telefcopes had given of-
fence to ignorant pcoEIe. The firft queftion the Naybe
afked him was, * What that comet meant, and why it
appeared i And before he could anfwer him, he again

faid
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faid, ¢ The firlt time it was vifible it brought the finall.
pox, which has killed above 1000 people in Mafuah zpd
Arkeeko, Itis known you converlgcd with it every night
at Loheia; it has now ftollowed you again to finifh the
few that remain, and then you are to caury it into Abyf.
finia. What have you to do with the comet ?” ;
Withoat giving Mr. Bruce leave to fpeak, his brothe,
Emir Achmet then faid, ** That he was informed our
traveller was an engineer going to Michael, governor of
Tigré, to teach the Abyflinians to make cannon and gun-
Eowder; that the firit attack was to be againft Mafuah.
Five or {ix others fpoke much in the fame Itrain; and the
Naybe concluded by faying, That he would fend M.
Bruce in chains to Conftantinople, unlefs he went to
Hamazen, with his brother Emir Achinet, to the hot-
wells there, and that this was the refolution of all the ja~
nizaries ; for he had concealed his being a phyfician.
After much altercation between Nr. Bruce and the:
Naybe, the former turned his back, and Mr. Bruce went
away exceedingly difturbed, as it was plain his affairs
were coming to a crifis for good or forevil.  He obferv-
ed, or thought he obferved, all the people fhuaned him.
He was, indced, upon his guard, and did not with them
to come near him; but, turning down into his own
gateway, a man palfed clofe by him, faying diftinétly in.
his ear, though in a low voice, firlt in Tigré and then
in Arabic, * Fear nmothing, or, Be not afraid.” 'I'his
hint, fhort as it was, gave him nofmall courage.
Upon the 6th, in the moraing, while at. breakfaft,
Mr. Bruce was told, that three firvants had arrived from
Tigré; one from Janni, a young man and flave, who
fpoke and wrote Greek petfettly ; the other two fervants
were Ras Michael’s or rather the king’s, both wearing the
red (hort cloak lined and turned up with mazarine-blue,
which is the badge of the king’s fervant, and is called
Shalzka, Ras Michael’s letters to the Naybe were very
{hort. He faid the king Hatzé Hannes’s health was bad,
and wondered at hearing that the phyfician, fent to him
hy Metical Aga from Arabia, was not forwarded to him
inftantly at Gondar, as he had heard of hisbeing arrived
at Mafuah fome time before. He ordered the Naybe,
He moreover, ,
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moreaver, to furnifh him with neceflaries, and difpatch
him without lofs of time.

Mafuah, by a great variety of obfervations of the fun
and ftars, was found to be in lar. 159 3¢” ¢, and, by
an obfervation of the fecond fatellite of Jupiter, on-the
22d of September i7€q, its longitude was found to be

9 g6" g0 eaft of the meridian of Greenwich,

The ifland of Mafuah is very unwholefome, as, indeed,
is the whole coaft of the Red fea from Suez to Babelman-
deb, but more efpecially between the tropics. Violent
fevers, called there medad, make the principal figure in
this fatal lift, and generally terminate the third day in
death. If the patient furvives till the fifth day, he very
often recovers by drinking water only, and throwing a
quantity of cold water upon him, even in his bed, where
he is permitted to lie without attempting to make him
dry, or change his bed, till another deluge adds to the

ik

The bark is the moft fovereign remedy here ; but it
muft be given in very different times and manners from
thofe purfued in Europe. Were a phyfician to take time
to prepare his patient for the bark, by firft giving him
purgatives, he would be dead of the fever before his
preparation was completed.  The fecond or third dofe of
the bark, if any quantity is fwallowed, never fails to
purge ; and, if this evacuation is copious, the patient
rarely dies, but, on the contrary, his recovery 1s gene-
rally rapid. Moderate purging, is for the moft part to
be adopted ; and rice is a much better food then fruit,

The next common difeafle in the low country of Ara-
bia, the intermediate ifland of Mafuah, and all Abyfii-
nia, (for the difeafes are exaétly fimilar in all this trat)
is the Tertian fever, which is in nothing different from
our Tertian, and is {ucceflsfully treated here in the fame
monner as in Europe. As no fpecies of this difeale, as
far as Mr. Bruce faw, menaces the patient with death,
efpecially in the beginnigg of the diforder, fome time
may be allowed for preparation to thofe who doubt the
effect of the bark in this -country. But ftill he appre-
hends the fafeft way is to give fmall dofes from the be-
ginning, on the firft intermiflion, or even remiffion, though
this fhould be fomewhat obfeure and uncertain,

The
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Thc.ncxt difeafe, w?\ich we may fay is'endemial ia the
countries before mentioned, is called Aamzeer, the bogs
or the fawine, and is a fwelling of the glands of the (hroat
and under the arms. This ‘the ignorant inhabitanes en.
deavour to bring to a fuppuration, but in vain ; they
then open them in feveral places; a fore and running
follows, and a difeafe very much refembling what js
called in Europe the Evil.

The next (though not a dangerous complairt) has a
very terrible appearance.  Small tubercules or fwellin
appear all over the body, but thickeft in the thighs,
arms, and legs. 'Thefe fwellings go and come for weeks
together without pain ; though the legs often fwell to a
monftrous fize as in the dropfy.

All the nations in Africa within the tropics are won-
derfully affefled at the fmalleft eruprion or roughnefs of
the fkin. A black of Sennaar will hide himfeli in the
houfe where dark, and is not to be feen by his friends,
if he fhould have two or three pimples on any part of
his body. Nor is there any remedy, however violent,
that they will not fly to for immediate relief.

The next complaint Mr. Brace mentions, as common
in thefe countries, is called Farenteit, a corruption of
an Arabic word, which fignifies the worm of Pharaoh;
all bad things being by the Arabs atrributed to thefe poor
kings, who feem to be looked upon by pofterity as the
evil genii of the country which they once governed.

This extraordinary animal only affiiéts thofe who are
in conftant habit of drinking flagnant water, whether
that water is drawn out from wells, as in the kingdom
of Senpaar, or found by digging in the fand where it is
making its way to its proper level the fea, after falling
down the fide of the mountains after the tropical rains.
This p];}guc'nppears indnfcrlminntc‘ly in every ].)itrt‘ of II!C
body, but oftencft in the legs and arms. - Upon looking
at thisworm, on its firlt appearance, a fmall black head is
extremely vifible, with a hooked beak of a whitith co-
lour. TIts body is feemingly of a white filky texture,
very like a {mall tendon bared and perfeéily cleaned.
After its appearance, the natives of thefe countries, who
are ufed to it, feize it gently by the head, and wrap it
round a thin piece of filk or finall bird's feather, Every

day,
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day, or feveral times a-'ay, they try to wind it up upon:
the quill as far as it comes readily ; and, upon the {malleft
refiftance, they give over for fear of breaking it. Mr.

" Bruce has feen five feet, of fomething more of this ex-
traordinary animal, wound out with invincible patience
in the coorfe of three weeks. No inflammation then re-
mained, and fcarcely any rednefs round the edges of
the aperture, only a {mall quantity of lymph appeared in
the hole or punfture, which fcarcely illued out upon
prefling. In three days it was commonly well,

Mr. Bruce himfelf experienced this complaint. He
was reading upon a fofa at Cairo, a few days after his
return from Upper Egypt, when he felt in the fore pare
of his leg, upon the bone, about feven inches below
the center of his knee.pan, an itching refembling what
follows the bite of a mufcheto. Upon feratching, a
fmall tumour appeared very like a2 mufcheto bite. The
itching returned in about an hour afterwards; and, be-
ing more intent upon his reading than his leg, he
{eratched it till the blood came. He foon after oblerved
fomething like a black fgot, which had already rifen
confiderably above the furface of the fkin. All medicine:
proved ufelefs ; and the difeafe not being known at Cai-
ro, there was nothing for it but to have recourfe to the
only received manner of treating it in this country,
About three inches of the worm 'was wound out upon a

icce of raw filk in the firft week, without pain or fever;
Eut it was broken afterwards through the carelefTnefs and
rafhnefs of the furgeon when changir:g a poultice on
board the fhip in which he returned to France: a violent
inflammation followed ; the leg fwelled fo as to fearce
leave appearance of knee or ancle; the fkin, red and
diftended, feemed glazed like a mirror. ‘The wound
was now healed, and_difcharged nothing; and there
was every appearance of mortification coming on. The
great care and “attention procured him in the lazaretto
at Marfeilles, by a nation always foremoft in the aéts of.
humanity to ftrangers, and the attention and fkill of the
furgeon, recovered him from this troublefome complaint,.

Fifty-two days had elapfed fince it firlt begun ; thirty.
five of which were fpent in the greateft agony. _ It fup-.
purated at lalt; and, by enlarging the orifice, a good.
. quantity
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quantity of matter was difcharged. He had made con-
ftant ufe of bark, both in fomentations and inwardly ; but
he did not recover the firength of his leg entilel;; il
near a year after, by ufing the baths of Poretta,

The laft Mr. Bruce mentions of thefe endemial difeafes
and the moft terrible of all others that can fall to the lo;
of man, is the Elephantiafis, which fome have chofen to
call the Leprofy or Lepra Arabum; though in its ap-
pearance, and in all its circumftances and ftages, it no more
refembles the leprofly of Paleftine, than it does the
gout or the droply. During the courfe of it,%he face is
often healthy to appearance; the eyes vivid and fpark-
ling : thofe affefted have fometimes a'kind of drynefs
upon the fkin of their backs, which, upon fcratching,
leaves a mealinefs, or whitenefs; theonly circumitance,
in which it refembled the leprofy ; but it has no fcalinefs.
The hair, too, is of its natural colour; not white, yel-
lowifh, or thin, as in the leprofy, but fo far from it that,
though the Abyffinians have very rarely hair upon their
chin, Mr. Bruce has feen people, apparently in the laft
ftage of the elephantiafis, with a very good beard of its
natural colour. ‘The appetite is generally good during
this difeafe, nor dees any change of regimen affect the
complaint.

Mr., Brace’s firft general advice to a traveller is this, to.
remember well what was the ftate of his conftitution be-
fore he vifited thefe countries, and what his complaints
were, if he had any; for fear very frequently feizes us
upon the firft fight of the many and fudden deaths we fee
upon our firft arrival, and our fpirits are fo lowered by
perpetual perfpiration, and our nerves fo relaxed, that we-
are apt to miltake the ordinary fymptoms of a difeafe,.
familiar to us in our own country, for the approach of
one of thefe terrible diftempers that are to hurry usin a.
few hours into eternity. This has a bad effe& in the
very flighteft diforders; fo that it hath become prover-
bial—<¢ If you think you fhall die, you thall die.” 1If,
traveller finds, that he is as well after having-been fome
time in this country as he was before entering ir, his
beft way is to make no innovation in his regimen, further
than in abating fomething in the quantity, But if he
is of a tender conflitution, he cannot aét more wifely
than te follow implicitly the regimen of fober, healthy

people
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people of the country, without arguing upon European
notions, or fubftituting what we confider as fuccedancums
to what we fee ufed on the fpot.  All fpirits are to be
avoided; even bark is beiler in water than in wine, The
fromach, being relaxed by profufe perfpiration, needs
fomething to firengthen, but not inflame, and enable it
to petform digeftion, For this reafan (inftinét we fhould
call it; if fpeaking of beafts) the natives of all eafiern
countrics {eafon every {pecies of focd, even the fimpleft
and mildeft, rice, fo much with fpices, clpecially pepper,
as abfolutely to blifter an European palate. Thefc power-
ful antifeptics Providence has planted in thefe countries
for this ufe; and the natives have, from the earlieft
times, bad recourfe to them in proportion to the quantisy
they can procure.
Mr. Bruce lays down this as a pofitive rule of health,
that the warmeit difhes the natives delight in, are the
moft wholefome ftrangers can ufe in-the putrid climates
of the Lower Arabia, Abyflinia, Sennaar, and Egypt it.
feif , and that {pirits, and ail fermenied liquors, fhould
be regarded as poifons; and, for fear of temptation, not
fo much as be carried along ‘with you, unlefs as a menf.
trum for outward applications. Spring, or running wa-
ter, if you can find it, is to be ycur only drink. You
cantnot be too nice in procuring this article.  But as, on
both coafts of the Red Sca you fearcely find any but
ftagnant water, the way our traveller praétifed was al-
ways this: when he was at any place that allowed him
time and opportunity, Le tock a quantity of fire fand,
wafhed it fiom the falt quality with which it was im.
pregnated, and fpread it upon a fheet to dry; be then
filled an oil-jar with water, and poured into it as much
“from a hoiling kettle as would ferve to kill ail the animal-
cula and eggs that were in it.  He then fifted his dried
fand, as flowly as poffible, upon the furface of the water
in the jar, till the fand ftocd half a foot in the bottom of
it: after letring it fettle a night, be drew it off by a hole
in the jar with a fpigot in it, about an inch above the
fand 3 then threw the remaining fand out upon the cloth,
and dried and wafhed it again. -~
"This procels is fooner performed than deferibed.  The
water is as limpid as the pureft {pring, and little inferior
to the fincft Spa. Drink largely of this without fear,
E, 3 E according
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according as your appetite requires. By viglent per/pi-
ration the aqueous part of your blood is thrown off ; and
it is not {piritous liquor can reftore this, whatever momen.
tary ftrength it may give you from another caufe, Whap
hot, and almoft E‘:iuting with weaknels from continua]
perpiration, Mr. Bruce has gone into a warm bath, and
been immediately reftored to ftrength, as upon firft rifing
in the morning. g

In Nubia, never fcraple to throw yourlfelf into the cold-
eft river or fpring you can find, in whatever degree of
heat you are. The realon of the difference in Europe is,
that when by violence you have raifed yourfelf to an ex—
traordinary degree of heat, the cold water in which you
plunge yourfelf checks your perfpiration, and fhuts your
pores fuddenly. The medium is 1tfelf too cold, and you
do not ufe force fufficient to bring back the perfpiration,
which mought but aétion occalionad; whereas, in thele
warm countries, your per(piration is natural and conltant,
though no action be uled, only from the temperature of
the medium; therefore, though your pores are fhut, tie
moment you tglur.ge yourfelf in the cold water, the fimple
condition of the outward air again covers ycu with pearls
of fweat the moment you emerge ; and you begin the
expence of the aqueous part of your blood afrelh from
the new fiock that you Ezvc laid in by your immerfion.

Rice and pillaw are the beft food ; fowls are very bad,
epgs are worfe; greens are not wholefome, In Arabia
the mutton is good, and, when roafted, may be eaten
warm with {afety; perhaps better if cold.  All foups or
broths are to be avoided ; all game is bad.

Itis a cuftom that, from the firlt ages, has prevailed
in the eat, to fhrick and lament upon the death ofa friend
or relation, and cut their faces upon the temple with their
nails, about the breadth of a fixpence, one of which is left
long for that purpofe. It was always praftifed by the
Jews, and thence adopted by the Abyflinians, though ex-
prefily forbidden both by the law and the prophers. At
Mafuah, it feems to be };arricu}nr to dance upon that oc-
cafion. The women, {riends, and vifitors, place them-
fclves in a ring; then dance flowly, figuring in and ou
a6 in a country-dance. - This dance is all to the voica,
no inftrument being ufed upon the occafion ; only the

drum
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dram (the butcer-jar before mentioned ) is beat adroitly
enough, and feems at once neceflary to keep the dance
and E)ng in order. In Abyflinia, too, this is purfued in
a manner'more ridiculous. Upon the death of an ozoro,
or any nobleman, the twelve judges, (who are generally
between 60 and 70 years of age) fing the fong, and dance
the figure-dance, in a manner fo truly ridiculous, that
griet muft have taken falt hold of every fpedtator who
does not laugh upon the occafion.

In Mafuah, it is a general cuftom for people to burn

myrrh and incenfe in" their houfes before they open the
doors in the morning ; and when they go out at ‘nighe,
or early in the day, they have always a {mall piece of rag
highly fumigated with thefe two perfumes, which they
ftuff into each noftril to keep them from the unwholefome
air.
Their honfes are, in general, built of poles and bent
grafs, as in the tewns of Arabia; but, bcﬁdcs‘ thefe, there
are ahout twenty of ftone, fix or eight of which are two
ftoreyseach ; though the fecond feldom confifts of more
than one room, ang that one generally net a large one.

Situated as Mafuah s, in the very entrance of Abyflinia,
a very plentiful country, yet all the neceffaries of life are
fcarce and dear. 'Their quality, too, is very indifferent,
This is owing to the difficulty, expence, and danger of
carrying the feveral articles through the defert flat coun-
try, called Samhar, which lies between Arkecko and the
mountains of Abyflinia; as well as to the extoriions ex-
ercifed by the Naybe, who takes, under the name of cuf-
toms, whatever part he pleafes of the goods and provifions
brought to that ifland ; by which means the profit of the
feller isfo fmall, as not to be worth the pains and rifk of
bringing it.

A confiderable trade is carried on at Mafuah, notwith-
ftanding thefe inconveniencies, narrow and confined as the
ifland is, and violent and unjuft as is the government, But
it is all done ina flovenly manner, and for articles where
a fmall capital 1s invefted. Property here is too precari-
ous to rifk a venture in valuable commodities, where the
hand of power enters into every tranfaltion.

On the 13th, at four o’clock in the afternoon, Mr,
Bruce waited upon the Naybe at his own houfe, He re-

¥ : ceived
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ceived him with more civility than afual; or rather, with
lefs brutality ; for a grain of any thing like civility had
never yet appeared in his behaviour.  He had juft re.
ceived news, that a fervant of his, fent to collest mg

at Hamazen, had run .off with it. As our traveller faw
he was bufy, he took his leave of him, only afking his
commands for Habefh; to which he anfwered, * We
have time enough to think of that; do you come here to
morrow."

On the 14th, in the morning, he waited upon him ac-
cording to appointment, having firft ftruck his tent and-
Eot all his baggage in readinefs, He received him as

cfore, then told him with a grave air, ¢ that he was
willing to further his journey into Habefh to the urmoft
of his power, provided he thewed him that confideration
which was due to him from all paffengers ; that s, by
his tent, baggage, and arms, he faw he was a man above
the commgn fort, which the grand fignior’s firman, and
all his letters teftified, lefs than 1000 patakas offered by
him would be putting a great affront upon him ; how-
ever, in_ confideration of the governor of Tigré, to
whom he was going, he would confent to receive 307,
upon his {wearing ‘not to divulee this, for fear of the
fhame that would fall upon him abroad. -

To this Mr. Bruce anfwered in the fame grave tone,
that he thought him very wrong to take zoo patakas
with fhame, when receiving a thoufand would be
more honourable as well as more profitable; therefore
he had nothing to do but put that into his account-book
with the governor of Tigré, and fectle his honour and
his interelt together. As for himfelf, hewas fent for by
Metical Aga, .on account of the king, and wis proceed-
ing accordingly, and ifs he oppofed (f:is going forward to
Metical Aga, he fhould return ; but then again he fhould
expect ten thouland patakas from Metical Aga, for the
trouble and lofs of time he bad been at, which he and
the Ras would not doubt fettle with him.” The Navhe
faid nothing in reply, but only muttered, clofing his
tecth, fbeitan afrit, that devil or tormentiny fpirit.

Thofe friends, which Mr. Bruce had made at Mafuah,
feeing the Na)'bc's obftinacy againt their departure, and,
knowing the cruelty of his nature, advifed Mr, Bruce to

abandon
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abandon all thoughts of Abyflinia; for that, in pafling
through Samhar, among the many barbarous people
whom he commanded, difficulties would multiply upon
them daily, and, eitherby accident, ororder of the Naybe,
they would befurely cut off. However, our traveller was too
well convinced of the embarrafiment that lay behind him,
if left alone with the Naybe, and too determined upoh his
journey to hefitage upon going forward. He even {latter-
ed himfelf, that his ftock ofitratagems to prevent their
going, was by this time exhaufted, and that the morrow
would fee themin the open fields, free from furthur ty-
ranny and controul. :

On the 15th, eatly in the morning, Mr. Bruce again
ftruck his tent, and had his baggage prepared, to fhew
they were determined to ftay no longer. At eight
o'clock, he went to the Naybe, and found him almoft
alone, when he received him in a manner that, for him,
might have paffed for civil. He began with a confider-
able degree of eloquence, or fluency of fpeech, a long
enumeration of the difficulties of their journcy, the ri-
vers, precipices, mountains, and woods they were to
pafs ; the number of wild beafts every where to be found;
as alfo the wild favage people that inhabited thofe places ;
the moft of which, he Eleid, were luckily under his com-
mand, and he would recommend to them to do them all
manner of good offices. He commanded two of his
fecretaries to write the proper leiters, and then ordered
them coffee.

In the mean time came in a fervant covered with duft
and feemingly fatigued, as having arrived in hafte from
afar, The Naybe, with a confiderable deal of uneafi-
nefs and confufion, opened the letters, which were {uid
to bring intelligence, that the Hazorta, Shiho, and To.
ra, the three nations who poflefled that part of Samhar
through which ouor road led to Dobarwa, the common
paffage from Mafuah to Tigré, had revolted, driven
away his fervants, and declared themfelves independent,
He then, (as if all was over) ordered his fecretaries to
flop writing; and, lifting up his eyes, began, with
great feeming devotion, to thank God we were not al-
ready on cur jourrey; for, innocent as he was, when
our travellers fhould have been cut off, the fault would

. have
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have been imputed to him. Angry as Mr. Bruce was
at {o bare-faced a farce, he could not belp -buriting out
into a violent fit of loud laughter, when the Ngaybc
put on the fevereft countenance, and defired to know
the reafon of his langhing at fuch a time. “#t i€ nots
two months, (anfwered B%r. Bruce) fince you have been
throwing various objeétions in my way ; can you wond-
er that I'do not give into fo grofs an impofition ? This
fame moming, before I ftruck my tent, in prefence of
your nephew Achmet, I {poke with two Shiho juft ar-
rived from Samhar, who brought letters to Achmet,
which faid all was in peace. Have you eatlicr intelli-
gence than that of this morning?”

He was for fome time without fpeaking ; then faid,
** If you are weary of living, you are weleome to go;
but I will do my duty in warning thofe that are alon
with you of their and your danger, that, when the mif-
chief happens, it may not be hnputed to me.”” ¢ No
number, of naked Shiho, (faid Mr. Bruce) unlefs in-
ftruéted by you, can ever be fonnd on our road, that
will venture to attack us. The Shiho have no fire arms;
but if you have fent on purpofe fome of your foldiers
that have fire arms, thefe \vi{l difeover by what authori—
ty they come. For our part, we cannot fly ; we neither
know the country, the language, nor the watering-
places, and we fhall not attempt it. We have plenty
of different forts of fire arms, and your firvants have
often feen at Mafuah we are not ignorant in the ufe of
them. We, itistrue, may lofe our lives, that is in
the hand of the Almighty ; but we {hall not fail to leave
enough on the fpot, to give fufficient indication to the

king and Ras Michael, who it was that were our af-

{aflins.”

Mr. Bruce then rofe very abruptly to go away. Iris
impoﬂ'ible to give any one, not converfant with thefe
people, any conception what perfet maiters the moft
clownifh and beaftly among them are of difiimulation,
The countenance of the Naybe now changed in a .
ment.  In his turn he burlt out into a loud fit of layg),.
ter, which furprifed our traveller full as much as ki,
fome time before, had done him. Every feature of ;ﬁ;
treacherous countenance was altered and foftene] inee

complacency ;
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complacency ; and he, for the firlt time, bore the ap-
pearancc of a man. He then confeffed, that the whole
was only a pretence to keep them there. ¢ But fince
you are refolved to go, be not afriad ; the roads are fafe
enough, _ 1 will give you a perfon to conduét you, that
will carr¥f you in fafety, even if there was danger; only
o-and prepare {uch remedies as may be proper for the
ﬁmir, and leave them with my nephew Achmet, while
1 finith my letters.” This our traveller willingly con-
fented to do, and on his return he found every thing
ready. .

Qur travellers left Arkeeko on the 1gth, taking their
road fouthward, along the plain, which is not here
abiove a mile broad, and covered with fhort grafs, no-
thing different from ours, only that the blade is broader.
After an hour’s journey Mr. Bruce pitched his tent at
Laberhey, near a pit of rain-water. The mountains of
Abyflinia have a {?ngu]ar afpeét from this, as they ap-
pear in three ridges. The firft is of no confiderable
Tieight, but full of gullies and broken ground, thinly
covered with fhrubs; the fecond, higher and fleeper,
fill more rugged and bare; the third is a row of fharp,
uneven-edged mountains, which would be counted high
in any country in Europe. Far above the top of all,

_towers that flupendous mafs, the mountain of Taranta,
probably one of the higheft in the world, the point of
which is buried in the clouds, and very rarely feen but
in the cleareft weather: at other times abandoned to
perpetaal miit and darknefs, the feat of lightning, thun-
der, and of ftorm.

In the evening, a meflfenger from the Naybe found
them at their tent at Laberhey, and carried away their
guide Saloomé. It wasnot till the next day that he ap-
peared again, and with him Achmet, the Naybe’s ne.
shew, who went into the tent, called for coffee, and,
while drinking it, faid, * You are fufficiently perfuaded
that I am your fiiend ; if you are not, it is too late now
to convince you. It isneceflary, however, to explain
the reafons of what you fee. You are not to go to Do-
barwa, though itis the beft road, the fafeft being pre-
ferable to the eafieft. You will be apt to ‘curfe me
when you are oiling and fweating afcending Taranta,

the
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the higheft mout}tain in Abyflinia, and on this account
worthy your notice. You are then to confider, if the
{atigue of body you then fuffer in that paffage is not
overpaid by the abfolute fafety you will find yourfelves
in. - Dobarwa belongs to the Naybe, and I cannet
anfwer for the orders he may have given. I have writ-
ten to my officers there; they will behave the better
to you for this; and, as you are ftrong and robuft, the
beft I can do for you is to fend you by a rugged road,
and a fafe one.”

Achmet again gave his orders. to Saloomé, and they
all rifing, faid the fedtah, or prayer of peace; which
being over, Achmet’s fervant gave him a narrow web of
muflin, which, with his own hands, he wrapped round
Mr. Bruce’s head in the manner the better fort of Ma-
hometans wear it at Dixan. He then parted, faying,
¢ He that is your enemy is mine alfo ; ycu f(hall hear of
me by Mzahomet Gibberti.” ;

'This finifhed a feries of trouble and vexation, not to
fay danger, fuperjor to any thing Mr. Bruce ever be-
fore had experienced, and of which the bare recital will
give but an imperfect idea. Thefe wretches poflefs ta-
lents for tormenting and alarming, far ‘beyond the
yower of helief; and, by laying a true fketch of them
{:cforc a traveller, an author does him the moft real
fervice.

On the 16th, in the evening, they left Laberhey ;
and, after continuing about an ]mu_r along the plamn,
their grafs ended, the ground becgmmg dry, firm, and
gravelly, and they then entered into a wood of acacia-
trees of confiderable fize.

On the 18th, at half paft five in the morning, they
left their ftation on the fide of a green hill at Hambam.
mon: for fome time their read lay through a plain {o
thick fet with acacia-trees that their hands and faces
were all torn and bloody with the ftrokes of their thorny
branches, At half paft feven, they came to the mouth
of 'a narrow valley, through which a fircam of water
ran very {wiftly over a bed of pcbbles. It was the firft
clear water they had feen fince they left Syria. and gave
them wnfpeakable pleafure.. It was in tafte excellent.
‘I'he fhade of the tamarind-tree, and the cooluels of the

air,
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air, invited them to reft on this delightful fpot, though
otherwife, perhaps, it was not exadlly conformable to
the rules of prudence, as they {faw feveral huts and fumi-
lies of the Hazorta along the fide of the fiream, with
their flocks feeding on the branches of trees and buflies

entirely neglectiul of the grafs they wete treading under
fc.nr.. The caper-trec he{c grows as high as the ralleft
Englifh elm; its flower is white, and- its frait, though
not ripe, was fully as large as an apricot.

On the 1gth, they continued their journey, their road
ftiil winding between mountains in the bed, or torrent of
a river, bordered on each fide with rack and fycamore
trees of a good fize. At half paft eight o'clock, they
encamped at a place called Tubbo, where the mountains
are very fteep, and broken very abruptly, into cliffs and
precipices.  Tubbo was by much the moft agrecable
ftation they had feen; the trees were thick, full of
leaves, and gave them abuadance of very dark fhade.
There was a number of many different kinds fo clofely

lanted, that they f€emed to be intended for natural ar-
Eours. Every tree was full of birds, variegated with an
infinity of colours, but deftitute of fong; others, of a
more homely and more Furopean appearance, diverted
them with a variety of wild notes, in a {tile of mufic it
diltin& and peculiar to Africa: as different in the com-

ofition from our linnet ﬁ_l‘nd goldfinch, as our Ellgli{h
gmguagc is to.that of Abyilinia: Yet, from very attentive
-and frequent obfervation, Mr. Bruce found that the fky-
lark at Mafuah fung the fame notes as in England. Tt
was obfervable, that the greatelt part of the beautify]
painted birds were of the jay, or magpie kind, nature
feemed, by rhe finenels of their drefs, to have marked
them for children of noife and impertinence, but never
to have intended them for pleafure or meditation.

On the zoth, they began to afcend the hiils, or emi.
nences, which ferve as the roots or fkirts of the great
mountain Taranta, The road was en cach {ide bordered
with nabca, or jujeb trees of great beauty; and fycambres
perfeéily deprived of their verdure and branches. The'
eountry here is every where deprived of the fha'e it
would enjoy from thefe fine trees, by the barbarous axes
of the Hazorta. They found every where imnenfe flucks

of
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of antelopes; as alfo partridges of a fmall kind that
willingly tock refuge upon trees; neither of thefe foctind
to confider our travellers as enemies. The antelopes Jct
them pals through their flocks, only removing to the
right or to the left, or ftanding ftill and gazing upon them
till they paffed. But, as they were then on the confineg
of Tigre, or rather on the territory of the Baharnagafh,
and as the Hazorta were in motion every where removin
towards the coaft, far from the dominions of the AbyiZ
finians to which they were going, a friend of their own
tribe, who had joined our travellers for fafety, knowing
how lirtle truft was to be put in his coustrymen when
moving in this contrary direétion, advifed them by no
means to fire, or give any unneceffary indication of the
{pot where they were, till they gained the mountain of
"Taranta, at the foot of which they halted,

In the afternoon, they began to afcend the mountain,
through a moft rocky, uneven road, if it can deferve the
name, not only from its incredible fteepnefs, but from the
large holes and gullies made by the torrents, and the
huge monftrous fragments of rocks which, loofened by
the water, bad been tumbled down into their way. It
was with great difficulty they could creep up, each man
carrying his knapfack and arms; but it feemed beyond
the poflibility’ of human ftrength to carry their baggage
" and inftruments.  Their tent, indeed, fuffered nothing by
its falls; bur the telefcopes, time-keeper, and quadrant,
were to be treatedin a more deliberate and tender manner.
"The quadrant had hitherto been carried by eight men, four
1o relieve each other ; but thefe were ready to give up the
undertaking upon trial of the firft few hundred yards. A
number of expedients, fuch as trailing it on the ground,
(all equally fatal to the inftrument) were propofed. At
laft, as Mr. Bruce was incomparably the ftrongeft of the
company, as well as the moft interefted, he, and a firanger
Moor who had followed them, carried the head of it {or
about 400 yards over the moft difficult and fleepeft part
of the mountain, which before had been confidered as ij-
pradticable by all. =

Yafine was the name of that Moor, recommended ¢,
Mr. Bruce by Metical Aga, a perfon whom be had dif.
covered to be of a molt ffgacmus turn of mind, firin

; heart,
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heart, and ftrenuous nerves ; never more diftinguithed fop
alithefe gualities than in the hour of imminent danoer s
at other times remarkable for quietnefs and filence, and 2
conflant ftudy of kis Koran. :

They found it impoffible to pitch their tents, from the
extreme wearinels in the exertions they had made, Ryt
there was another reafon alfo; for there was not earth
enough coveriig the baze fides of Farantato hold faft &
tent-pin ; there were, however, varicty of caves near them,
and throughout the mountain, which had ferved for
houfes to the old inhab’tants; and in thefe they found a
guict and not inconvenient place of repofe, the night of
the 2oth of November.

On the 21ft, at half paft fix in the morning, Mr. Bruce,
having encouraged his company with good words, in-
creafe of wages, and hopes of reward, they began to en-
counter the other halt of the mountain. His baggage
moved much more brifkly than the preceding day. The
wpper pait of the mounrain was, indeed, fieeper, more
eraggy, rugsed, and {lippery than the lower, and impeded
more with trees, but not embarraffed fo much with large
ftones and holes. Their knees and hands, however, were
cut to pizces by frequent falls, and their faces torn by the
multitude of thorny bufhes. At laft, they gained the
top of the mountain, upon which is fituated a {mall vil-
lage called Halai, the firft they had feen fince their leav-
ing Mafuah. Ttis chiefly inhabited by poor fervants and
‘hepherds keeping the flocks of men of fubftance living in
the town of Dixan.

The plain on the top of the mouatain Taranta was, in
many places, fown with wheat, which was then ready to
be cut down, though the harvelt was not yet begun. The
grain was clean, and of a good colour, but inferior in
fize to that of Egypt. It did not, however, grow thick,
nor was_the ftalk above fourteen inches high. The water
is very bad on the top of Taranta, being only what re-
mains of the rain in the hollows of the rocks, and in pits
prepared for it.  Being very tired, they pitched their tent
on the top of the mountain. The night was remarkably
cold, at leaft appeared fo to them, whofe pores were
opened by the exceflive heat of Mafuah, 'The dew began

<o fall ftrongly, and fo continued till an hour after fun.

~fst,
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fet, though the {ky was perfeélly clear, and the fimallefz

fiars difcernible. :

. Mr. Bruce killed a large eagle here, about fix feet ten

inches from wing to wing. It feemed very tame till (hor,

The ball having wounded it but {lightly, when on (he .
ground it could not be prevented from attacking the men

or beafts near it with great force and fiercenefs, fo that

Mr. Bruce was obliged to {tab it with a bayonet. It was

of a dirty white; only the head and upper part of its

wings were of a light brewn. L

On the morning of the 22d, they left their {tation on
the top of Taranta, and foon after began to defcend on
the fide of Tigré through a broken and uneven read.
After this they began to mount a {mall hill, from which
they had a difiinét view of Dixan. They pitched their
tent near fome marthy ground for the fake of water, at.
three quarters paft ten, but it was very bad, having been
for feveral weeks fragnant. ‘They faw here the people.
hui}' at their wheat harveft; othersy; who had faifhed
theirs, were treading it out with cows or bullocks. They .
make no ufe of their ftraw ; fumetimes they burn ir; and.
fometimes leave it on the fpot to rot.

At half an houraifter four in the afternoon, they came
to Dixan. Halai was the firft village, fo is this the firft
town in Abyilinia, on the fide of Taranta.. Dixan is
built on the top of a hill, perfeétly in form of a fugar
loaf; a deep valley {furrounds it every where like a
trench, and the road winds {piratly up the hill till it ends
among the houfes.

Qur travellers baggage had paffed the trench, and bad
reached the low town through which Saloomé bhad con-
duéled Mr. Bruce, under pretence of getting a {peedv
{helter from the heat: but he overafted his part; and
Janni, his fervant, who fpoke Greek, giving Mr. Bruce
a hint to go no further, he turned. thort towards the
houfe, and {at down with his firelock upon a {tone at the
door.  Their baggage quickly followed, aad all was put
faﬁlrlin a kind of a court inclofed with,a fullicient ftoae.
wall.

It was not long till Hagi, Abdelcader, Achme’s
friend, came to them, inviting Mr. Bruce civilly ta
his houfe, and declaring to him the friendly ordess

Iz he
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he had received from Achmet concerning him; bringing
along with him alfo a goat, fome butter and honey.
Mr. Bruceexcufed himfelf from leaving Janni’s friend, the
Chriftian, where he had firft alighted; but he recom-
mended Yafine to him, for he had begun to fhew great
attachment to Mr. Bruce. In about a quarter of an -
hour came Saloomé with about twenty men, and de-
manded our travellers in the name of the Naybe, as
his ftrangers: he faid they owed him money for con-
dufting them, and likewife for the cuftomhoufe dues.
In a moment near a hundred men were aflfembled round
Hagi Abdelcader, all with thiclds and lances, and Mr.
Bruee expefted to fee a fray of the moft ferious kind.
Rut Abdelcader, with a fwitch in his hand, went gravely
up to Saloomé, and, after chiding his party with great
authority, he held up his ftick twice over Saloomé’s head,
as if to ftrike him; then ordered him, if he had any
demands, to come to him in the evening ; upon which
both parties difperfed, and left them in peace. The
matter was fettled in the evening with Saloomé in an
amicable manner.

The town of Dixan confifts of Moors and Chriftians,
and is very well peopled; yet the only trade of either
of thefe fects is a very extraordinary one, that of felling
of children. The Chriftians bring fuch as they have
ftolen in Abyflinia to Dixan as to a fure depofit; and the
Moors receive them there, and carry them to a certain
market at Mafuah, whence they are fent over to Arabia
or India. The priefts of the province of Tigré, efpe-
cially thofe near the rock Damo, are openly concerned
in this infamous practice ; and fome of thefe have been
licenfed by Michael to carry it on as a fair trade, upon
paying fo many firelocks for each dozen or fcore
of flaves. Nothing can elucidate the footing upon
which this trade ftands better than a tranfaion, which
hapﬁemd while Mr. Bruce was in Ethiopia, and which
reached Gondar by way of complaint from Mafuah, and
was told him by Michael himfelf,

Two priefts of Tigré, whofe names Mr. Bruce has
forgotten, had been long intimate friends. They dwelt
near the rock Damo. The youngeft was married and
had two children, both fons; the other was old, and had

none,
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none. The old one reproved his friend one
keeping his children ateﬁome idle, and :.f)lt pu:ti:a);hg:.
to fome profeflion by which they might gain I.heirgbread.
"l he married prieft plezded his poverty and his want of
relations that could aflift him; on which, the old prieft
offered to place his eldeft fon with a rich friend of his
own, who Kad no children, and where he fhould want
for nothing. The propofal was accepted, and the youn
lad, about ten years of age, was delivered by his father
to the old prieft, to carry him to this friend, who fent
the boy to Dixan, and fold him there. Ug;on the old
rieft’s return, after giving the fathera ‘fjnlendi account of
ﬁis fon's reception, treatment, and profpetts, he gave him
a piece of cotton cloth, as a prefent from his fon's
patron. The younger child, about eight years old,
hearing the good foitune of his elder brother, became
fo importunate to be allowed to go and vifit him,
that the parents were obliged to humour him, and con-
fent. But the old prielt had a feruple, faying, he would
not take the charge of {o young a boy, unlefs his mother
went with. This being fettled, the old prieft conveyed
them to the market at Dixan, where he fold both the
mother and the remaining child. Returning to the fa-
ther, the old prieft told him, that his wife would ftay
only fo long, and expeéted he would then fetch her up-
on a certain day, which was named. The day bein
come, the two pricfls went together to fee this happy fa-
mily ; and, upon their entering Dixan, it was found,
that the old prieft had fold the young one, but not to
the fame Moor to whom he had fold his family. Soon
after, thefe two Moors who had bought the Chriftians,
becoming partners in the venture, ghc old pnef’c_ was to
receive forty cotton-cloths, that is, 1el. Sterling, for
the hufband, wife, and children.

The payment of the money, perhaps the refentment of
the family trepanned, and the appearance of equity which
the thing itfelf bore, fuggefted to the Moorith merchants
that there was fome more profit, and_ not more rifk, if
they carried off the old prieft likewife. But as he hag
come to Dixan, as it were under public faith, in a trade
that greatly interrefted the town._thcy were affraid to at-
tempt any thing againft him whillt there. They began

Is then
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“then as it were o repent of their bargin, from a pre-
tended apprehenfion that they might be flopped and
queftioned at going out of town, unlefs he would ac-
company them to fome fmall diftance; in confideration of
which, they would give him, at parting, two pieces of cloth
to be added to the other forty, which he was to take back
to Tigré with him upon his return.  The beginning of
fuch expeditions is in the night.  When all were
afleep, they fet out from Dixan, the buyers, the fel-
ler, and the family fold ; and, being arrived near the
mountain where the way turns off to the defert, the
whole party fell upen the old prielt, threw him down,
. and bound him. “lhe woman infifted that fhe might
be allowed to cut, or tear off the little beard he had, in
order, as fhe faid, to make him look younger ; and this
demar.1 was reckoned too juft to be denied her. The
whole five were then carried to Mafuah ; the woman and
her two children were fold to Arabia; the two priells
-had not fo ready a market, and they were both in the
“Naybe’s houfe when Mr, Bruce was at Mafuah, though
he did not then know it.

The Naybe, willing to ingratiate him{tlf with Rags
Michael at a fmall expence, wrote to him an account of
the tranfd@tion, and ogred, as they were priefts, to reftore
them to him. But the Ras returned for anfwer, that
the Nahye thould keep them to be his chaplains; as he
hoped, fome day he would be converted to the Chrif
-tian faith himfelf; if not. ke might fend them to Arabia
‘with the reft ; .they would ferve to be carriers of wood
and drawers of water; and that there itill remained at
Damo encugh of their kind to car:y on the trade with

Dixan and Mafuah. i » >
‘Lhis ftory Mr. Eruce heard from Ras Michael him-
{elf, at his grand dacghier’s marriage, when he was
feafting, and in great fpirits. He, und all the company,
laughed heartily, and although there were in the room at
leaft two dozen of prieits, none of them feemed to take this
incident more ferioufly than the reft of the company,
From this we may guefls at the truth of what the Ca-
“tholic writers advance, with regard to the refpeét and
reverence fhown to the prielthood by the government
aid great men in Abyflinia,  Dixan is in far, 149 ¢’
55 ‘North, 1
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§5" North, and long. 40° 7° 30" ea L ot
dii'm of Greenwich. carr 3. fisak e

Our travellers left Dixan on the 2s5th of N e
defcending the very deep hill on whimh the 2:31:196{3,
fituated.  Hagi Abdelcader had attended them thys
far before he left them, and the noted Saloomé
came likewife, to fee if fome occafion would offer of
doing them further mifchief; but the king’s fervants,
now upon their own ground, began to take upon them
proper confequence.  One of them went to meet Sa-
loomé at the bank of the river, and making a mark,
on the ground with his knife, declared that his pa-
tience was quite exhautted by what he had been wit-
nefs to at Mefuah and Dixan; and if now Saloomé, or
any other man belonging to the Naybe, offered to-
pals that mark, he would bind bim hand and feot,
and carry him to a place where he fhould be left
tied to a tree, amf:rey to the lion and  hyzna.
They all returned, and there our travellers perfecution
from thé Naybe ended. But it was very evident, from
Achmet’s bei:aviour and difcourfe, had they gome by
Dobarwa, which was the road propefed by the Naybe,
the'r fufferings would not have been as yet half finifhed,
unlefs they had ended with their lives. . 15

They remained under g tree feven feet and-a half in
diameter during the nightof the 25th. Mr. Bruce fays,
it will be to him a {tation ever memorable, as the firft
where he recovered a portion of that tranquillity of mind,
to which he had been a ftranger ever fince his arrival at
Mafuah. g - g

On the 26th, at feven in the morning, they left their
moft pleafant quarters under the tree, and fet forward
with great alacrity. Abouta uarwr_of’a mx}c from the
river they croffed the end of the plasr’éara:. Though
this is but three miles long, and one where broadeft,
it was the largeft plain they had feen fince their
pafling Taranta, whofe top was now covered wholly with
large, black, and very heavy clouds, from which they
heard and faw frequent peals of thunder, and viclent:
ftreams of lightning. This plain was fown partly with
wheat, partly with Indiancern; the firft was cut down,

the other not yet ripe.
I4 On
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On the 27th they left Hadawi, continuing theil;journcy
down a very fteep and narrow path between too ftony
hills ; then afcended one fiill higher, upon the top of
which ftands the large village ot Goumbubba, whence
they had a profpet over a confiderable plain all fown
with the different grain this country produces, wheat
barley, teff, and tocuilo ; fimfim, (or fefame) and nooic :
the laft is ufed for oil. .

At five o’clock in the aflterncon, they had a viclent
fhower of hailftones. Nothing is more common than
aggravation about the fize of hail; but, ftooping to take
up one, Mr. Bruce thought as large as a nutmeg, he re-
ceived a blow from another juft under his eye, which he
imagined had blinded him, and which occafioned a fwel-
ling all the next day.

Yafine, during the four days Mr. Brace had faid ata
place called Kello, had told him his whole hiftory. It
feems he had been fettled in a province of Abyflinia, near
to Sennaar, called Ras el Feel ; had married Abd el Jil-
Irel, the Shekh’s daughter; but, growing more popular
than his father-in-law, he had been perfecuted by him,
aod obliged to leave the country. He began now to
form hopes, that, if Mr. Bruce was well received, as he
1w, in all appearance, he was to be, he might, by his
iatereft, be appointed to his father-in law’s place ; ‘efpe-
cially if there was war, asevery thing feemed to indicae.
Abd el Jilleel was a coward, and incapable of making
himfelf of perfonal value to any party. On the contrary,
VYafine was a tried man, an excellent horfeman, ftrong,
a&tive, and of known courage, having been twice with
the late king Yafous in his invafions of Sennaar, and
both times much wounded there.

On the sth of December, they began firit to fee the
high mountains of Adowa, nothing refembling in fhape
to thofe of Europe, nor, indeed, any other country.
"Their fides were all perpendicular rocks, high like
fteeples, or obelifks, and broken into a thoufand different
forms.

They next paffed the Mareb, which is the boundary
between Tigré and the Baharnagath, on this fide. It
runs over a bed of {oil; is large, deep, and fmooth ; bur,
upon rain falling, it is more dangerous to pafs than any

river
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river in Abyflinia, on account of the frequent T
bottom. They then entered the narror\iqplainh:f!c;;z}:;s
wherein runs the fmall river, whicheither gives jts na,m;
to, or takes it from it.

At eleven o’clock, thcy refted by the fide of the moun.

tain whence the river falls. ~ All the villages that hag
been built here bore the marks of the-juftice of the go.
vernor of Tigré. They had been long the moft incor-
rigible banditei in the province. He furrounded them
in one night, burnt their houfes, extirpated the inhabi-
tants, and would never fuffer any one fince to fettte
there.
On Wednefday the 6th of December, they again pro-
ceeded on their journey, and in about three hours travel-
ling on a very plealant road, over eafy hills and through
hedge-rows of\jclfaminc, honeyfuckles, and many kinds of
flowering thrubs, they arrived at Adowa, where once re-
fided Michael Suhul, governor of Tigré.

Adowa is fituated on the declivity of a hill, on the
weft fide of a fmall plain furrounded every where by
mountains. This plain is watered by three rivulets which
are never dry in tfw midft of fummer. There are fith
in thefe three {treams, but none of them remarkadble for
their fize, quantity, or goodnefs. ‘The beft are thofe of
Mai Gogua, a clear and pleafant rivulet, running very
violently and with great noife. There are many agree-
able fpots to the fouth-eaft of the convent, on the banks
of this river, which are thick-fhaded with wood and
bufhes. Adowa confifts of aboat goo houfes, and occu-
pies a much larger fpace than would be thought neceflary
for thefe to ftand on, by reafon that each houfe has an
inclofure round it of hedges and trees; the laft chiefly
the wanzey. The number of thefe trees fu planted in ail
the towns, fereen them fo, that, at a diltance, they ap-
pear fo many woods. Adowa was not formerly the
capital of Tigré, but has accidentally become {o upon
the acceifion of this governor, whofe property, or pa-
ternal eftate, lay in and about it. His manfion-houfe ig
not diftinguifhed from any of the others in the town, un-
lefs by its fize; it is ficuated upon the top of the hill
and _rcfcmbles a prifon rather than a palace; for thcré
are in and about it above three hundrccrpcrfuns in irons,

Is fome
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fome of whom have been there for twenty yeare, moftly
with a view to extort money from them; and, what is
the moft unhappy, even when they have paid the fum of
moncy which he afks, they do nor get their deliver-
ance from his mercilefs hands; moft oﬁhcm are kept in
cages like wild beafts, and treated every way in the fame
manner,
° What defervedly interefted our travellers moft was,
the appearance of their kind and hofpitable landlord,
Janni. He had fent fervants to condutt them from the
paffage of the river, and met them himfelf at the outer-
door of his houfe. Mr. Bruce {ays he does not remember
to have feen a more refpe@able figure. He had his own
thort white hair, covered with a thin muflin torban, a
thick well-thaped beard, as white as fnow, down to his
waift, He was clothed in the Abyflinian drefs, all of
white cotton, enly he had a red filk fath, embroidered
with gold, about his waift, and fandals on his feet; his
upper garment reached down to his ancles. He had a
number of fervants and flaves about him of both fexes ;
and, when Mr. Bruce approached him, he feemed dif-
pofed to receive him with marks of humility and infe-
ricrity, which mortified him much, confidering the obli-
gations he was under to him, the trouble he had given,
and was unavoidably ftill to give him. Mr. Bruce em-
braced him with great acknowledgments of kindnefs and
ratitade, calling him father ; a title he always ufed in
peaking either to him or of him afterwards, whea he
was in higher fortune, which he conftantly remembered
with great pleafure.

He condutted them through a court yard planted with
je[ﬁminc‘, to a very neat, and, at the fame time, large
room, furnithed with a filk fofa; the foor was covered
with Perfian carpets and cufhions. All round, flowers
and green leaves were ftrewed upon the outer yard ; and
the windows and fides of the room ftuck full of ever-
greens, in commemoration of the Chriftmas. feftival that
was at hand. Mr. Bruce {topped at the entrance of this
room ; for his feet were both dirty and bloody, and
4t is not good-breeding to fhow or fpeak of your:
feet in Aby(linia, efpecially if any thing ails them, and,
at all times, they are covered, Jamnni immediately per-

ceived



BRUCE's TRAVELS. 7

ceived the wounds that were upon his fipe, Both: theis-
gleaths and flefh were tomn to pieces at ‘Faranta, and fe~
veral other places; but he thought they had come on
mules furnithed them by the Naybe. For -the young
man Mr. Bruce had fent to him from Kella, followi
the genius of his couatrymen, tho’ telling ruoh-.w-:‘;:g :
as profitable to him as lying; had chofen the latter, and
feeing the horfe he had got from the Baharnagath, had
figured in his own imagination, a mulficude of others,
and told [anni that there were with Mr. Bruce liorfesy
affes, and mules in great plenty ; fo that When' Janni faw
them pafiing the water, he took our traveller for a fer-
vant, and expe@ed, for feveral minutes, to fee the fplendid
company arrive, well mounted upon horfes and mules
caprifoned.

He was fo fhocked at Mr. Bruce’s faying, that he
performed this terrible journey on foot, that he burit
into tears, uttering a thoufand reproaches againit che
Naybe for his hard-heartednsfs and ingratitude, as he
had twice, as he faid, hindered Michael from going in

rfon and fweeping the Naybe from the face of the earth.

Vater was immediarely procured to walh their feer.
And here began another contention, Janni infifted upon
doing this himfelf, which made Mr. Pruce run: out into-
the yard, and declare he would not fuffer it.  After this,
the like difpute took place among the fervants. It was
always a ceremony in Abyffina, ro wafh the feet of thofe
that come {rom Cairo, and wha are underitood to haye
been pilgrims at Jerafalem.

This was no fooner finifhed, than a great dinner was.
broughe, exceedingly well dreffed. But nb confideration
or intreaty could prevail upon their kind landlord to fie
down and partake with them. He would ftand all the
time, with a clean towel in his hand, though he had
plenty of fervants; and afterwards dined with fome vi-
fitors, who had come out of curiofity, to fee a man ar-
rived from fo far. It was long before Mr. Bruce cured
\his kind landlord of thele refpeftful obfervances, which
troubled him very much, nor could Janni wholly ever
get rid of them.

Adowa is the feat of a very valuable manufadtare of
evarle cotton cloth, which circulates all over Abyflinia
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inftead of filver money ; each web is fixtcen peek long
of 13 width, their value a pataka; that is, ten for the
ounce of gold. Thehoufesin Adowa are allof rough
ftone, cemented with mud inftead of morter. That of
lime is not ufed but at Gondar, where it is very bad.
The roofs are in the form of cones, and thatched with
a reedy fort of grafs, fomething thicker than wheat
ftraw. Excepting a few fpots taken notice of as they
came to Adowa, this was the only part of Tigré where
there was foil fufficient to yield corn; the whole of the
province befides is one entire rock.

At Adowa, and ail the neighbourhood, they have
three harvefts annually. The firft feed time is in July
and Auguft; itis the principal one for wheat, which
they then fow in the middle of the rains. In the {ame
feafon they fow tocuflo, teff, and barley. F¥rom the
20th of November, they reap firft their barley, then
their wheat, and laft of all their teff. In the room of
thefe they fow immediately upon the fame ground, with-
out any manure, barley, which they reap in February ;
and then often fow teff, but more frequently a kind of
veitch, or pea, called Shimbra; the(llc are cut down
before the firft rains, which are in April. With all
thefe advantages of triple harvefts, which coft no fallow-
ing, weeding, manure, or other expenfive procefles,
the farmer in Abyflinia is always poor and miferable.

The cattle roam at difcretion through the mountains.
The Herdfmen fet fire to the grafs, bent, and bruthwood,
hefore the rains, and.am amazing verdure immediatly

- follows. As the mountains are very fteep and broken,
goats are chiefly the flocks that graze upon them. Itis
not the extreme height of the mountains in Abyflinia
that occafions furprife, but the number of them, and
the extraordinary forms they prefent to the eye. Some
of them are flat, thin, and fquare, in fhape of a hearth-
ftone, or flab, that fearce would feem to have bafe fuf-
ficient to refift the a&ion of the winds. Some are like
pyramids, others like obelifks or prifms, and fome, the,
molt extraordinary of all the reft, pyramids pitched
upon their points, with their bafe uppermoft, which,
i.!P it were poflible, as it is not, they could have been fo .

: formed
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formed in the beginning, would be firong objections to
our received ideas of gravity.

On the 1oth of January, 1770, Mr. Bruce vifited the
remains of the Jefuits convent of Fremona. It is byjle
upon the even ridge of a very high hill, in the midd]a
of a large plain, on the oppofite fide of which ftands A.
dowa. It rifes from the eaft to the weft, and ends in 5
precipice on the eaflt ; it is alfo very fteep to the north,
and {lopes gently down to the plain on the fouth. The
convent is about a mile in circumference, built fub.
ftantially with ftones, which are cemented with lime-
morter. It has towers in the flanks and angles; and,
notvithftanding the ill-ufage it has fuffered, the walls
remain ftill entire to the height of twenty-five feet. It
is divided into three, by crofs walls ot equal height.
The firlt divifion feems to have been deftined for the
convent, the middle for the church, and the third divi-
fion is feparated from this by a wall, and ftands upon a
a precipice.

The kindnefs, hofpitality, and fatherly care of Janni
never cealfed a moment. He had already reprefented
Mr. Bruce in the moit favourable light to the Iteghé, or
queen-mother, (wh fe fervant he had long been) to her
dauchter Ozoro Efther, and Ozoro Atlath; and, above
all, to Michael, with whom his influence was very
great; and, indeed, to every body he had any weight
with, his own countrymen, Greeks, Abyflimans, and
Mahometans ; and, as they afterwards found, he had
raifed their curiofity to a great pitch.

On the 17th, our travellers.fet out from Adowa, re.
fuming their journey to Gondar; and, on the 18th, in
the morning, they afcended one of t-hnfc hills, through
a very rough ftony road, and again came into the
plain, wherein ftood Axum, once the capital of Abyf-
finia. The ruins of Axum are very extenfive; but,
like the cities of ancient times, confift altogether of
public buildings. In one fquare, which Mr. Bruce ap-
prehend to have been the center of the town, there are
forty obelifks, none of which have any hieroglyphics
upon them,

Axum is watered by a fmall fiream, which flows all
the year from a fountain in the narrow valley, where

ftand
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fland the rows of obelifks. ~ The fpring is received into
* a magnificent bafon of 150 feet fquare, and thence it is
carried, at pleafure, ta water the neighbouring carders,
where there is little fruit, excepting pomcgra:;uﬁ:s, rei-
ther are thefe very excellent,  The prefent town of Ax-
um flands at the foot of the hill, and may have abeut
fix hundred houfes. There are feveral manufatures
of coarfe ‘cotton cloth; and here too the beft parch=
ment is made of goats {kins, which is the ordirary em-
ployment of the monks,  On the 19th of Januvary, by a
meridian altitude of the fun, and a mean of feveral alti-
tudes of ftars by night, Mr. Bruce found the latitude of
Asxum to be 14° 6/ 36" north.

On the morning of the 2¢th of January, Mr. Bruce
left Axum; the road was at firft fufficiently even, through
fmall vallies and meadows; they began to afcend gently,
but through a read exceedingly difficult in itfelf, by
reafon of large ftones flanding on edge, or heaped one
upon another; af'.vparemly the remains of an old large
eauleway, part of the magnificent works about Axum.

The Iaft part of the journey made ample amends for
the dificulijes and fatigue they had fuffered in the be-
ginning. For the road, on every fide, was perfumed
with variety of flowering fhrubs, chiefly different fpecies
of Jeffamine; one in paiticular of thefe called Agam,
impregnated the whole air with the moft delicious o-
dour, and covered the {mall hills through which they
paffed, in fuch profufion, that they were, at times, al-
moft overcome with its fragrance. The country all
yound had now the moft beautiful appearance, and this
wis heightened by the fineft of weather, and a tempera-
ture of air neither too hot nor too cold.

Soon after our travellers had loft fight of the ruins of
this ancient capital of Abyflinia, they overtook three
travellers driving a cow before them; they had black
goat fkins upon their fhoulders, and lances and thields
in their hands, in other refpe@s were but thinly cloath-
el; they appeared to be foldiers. The cow did not
feem to be fatted for killing, and it occurred to our
travellers that it had been ftolen. This, however, was
not their bufinefs, nor was fuch an occurrence at all re-
markable in a country fo leng engaged in war, They

{avw
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faw that cheir attendants attached themfelves in a parei

: parti.
cular manner to the three foldiers who were driving the
cow, and held a fhort converfation with them, géoon
after, the drivers fuddenly tript up thecow, and gave the
poor animal a very rude fall upon the ground, whicy
was but the beginning of her fufferings.  One of them
far acrofs her neck, holding down her head by the
horns, the other twifted the halter about her forefect,
while the third, who had a knife in his hand, to Mr.
Bruce’s very great furprife, in place of taking her by
the throat, got aftride upon her belly before her hind-
legs, and gave a very deep wound in the upper part of
her buttock. From the time Mr, Bruce had feen them
throw the beaft upon the ground, he had rcjoiced,
thinking, that when three people were killing a cow,
they mult have agreed to fell part of her to them; and
he was much difappointed upon hearing the Abyflinians
fay, that they were to pafs the river to the other fide,
and not encamp where he intended. Upon Mr. Bruce's
propofing they fhould bargain for part of the cow, his
men anfwered, what they had already learned in con-
verfation, that they were not then to kill her, that fhe
was not wholly theirs, and they could not fell her.
This awakened Mr. Bruce’s curiofity ; he let his people
go forward, and ftaid himfelf, ull he faw, with the
utmoft aftonithment, two pieces, .thicker and Jonger
than our ordinary beef fteaks, cut out of the higher pare
of the buttock of the bealt. How:it was done he can-
not pofitively fay, becaufe judging the cow was to be
killed from the moment he faw the knife drawn, he wus
not anxious to view that cataftrophe. which was by no
means an obje@ of curiofity ; whatever way it was done,
it forely was adroitly, and the two pieces were fpread
upon the outfide of one of their fhields.

One of them ftill continued holding the head, while
the other rwo were bufied in curing the wound. This
too was done not in an ordinary manner; the fkip
which had covered the flefh that was taken away was
left entire, flapped over the wound, and was fufteneq
to the correfponding part by two or more fmall tkewers,
or pins. Whether they had pat any thing under the
fkin between that and the wounded flefh, Mr. Bruce can.

not
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not tell ; but at the river fide where they were, they had
prepared a cataplafin of clay, with which they covered
the wound; they then forced the animal to rife, and
drove it on before them, to furnifh them with a fuller
meal when they fhould meet their companions in the
evening.

Mr. Bruce could not but admire a dinner fo truly
{oldier-like, nor did he ever fee fo commodious a man-
ner of carrying provifions along on the road as this was.
He naturally attributed this to neceflity, and the love
of expedition. It was a liberty, to be fure, taken with
Chriftianity ; but what tranfgreffion is not warranted to
a foldier when diftredled by his enemy in the field? He
could not as yet conceive that this was the ordinary
banquet of citizens, and even of priefts, throughout all
this country. In the hofpitable, humane houfe of Jan-
ni, thefe living fealts had never appeared. It is true
they had feen raw meat, but no part of an animal torn
from it with the blood. The firit {hocked them as un-
common, but the other as impious.

On the zoth, they pitched their tent in a fmall plain,
by the banks of a quick clear running fiream; the fpot
is called Mai Shum. A peafant had made a very neat’
little garden on both fides of the rivulet, in which he
had fown abundance of onions and garlic, and he had
a fpecies of pumkin, which Mr. Bruce thought was little
inferior to a melen. This man gueffed by their arms
and horfes that they were hunters, and he breught them
a prefent of the fruits of his garden, and bepged their
afliitance againft a number of wild boars, which carried
havoc and defolation through all his labours, marks of
which were, indeed, too vifible every where, Such in-
ftances of induftry are very rare in this country, and de-
manded encouragement.  Mr. Bruce paid him, there-
fore, for his greens; and fent two of his fervants with
him into the wood, and got on horfeback himfelf.
Mirza, his horfe, indeed, as well as his mafter, had re-
cruited greatly during their flay at Adowa, under the
hofpitable roof of their good friend Janni. )

}gmongﬂ them they killed five boars, all large ones, in
the fpace of about two hours; one of which meafured fix
feet nine inches; and, though he ran at an amazing {peed

neyr
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near two miles, {o a: to be with difficulty overt.
the horfe, and was firuck through and :I:ngh :}:ﬁnﬂ?g
heavy lances loaded at the end with iron, no perfon dared
1o come near him on foot, and he defended himfelf aboye
half an hour, till, having no lances left, Mr. Bruce fhot
him with a horfe piftol.  But the misfortune was, thar
after their hunting had been crowned with fuch fuccefs,
they did not dare to partake of the exceilent venifon they
had acquired; for the Abyifinians hold pork of all kinds
ia the utmoft deteftation ; and our traveller was now be-
come cautious, left he thould give offence, being at no
great diftance from the capital,

In the courfe of their journey, Mr. Broce heard a cry
from his fervants, ‘¢ Robbers! Robbers!” He immedis
ately got upon his mule to learn what alarm this mighe
be, and faw, to his great furprife, part of his baggage
ftrewed on the ground, the {ervants running, fome lead-
ing, others on foot driving fuch of their mules as were
unloaded before them; in a word, every thing in the

reatelt confufion poflible.  Having got to the edge of
fhc wood, they faced about, and began to prepare their
fire-arms ; but as Mr. Eruce faw the king’s two fervants,
and the man that Janni fent with them endeavouring all
they could to pitch the tent, he forbade them to fire;
till they fhould receive orders from him. Mr. Bruce
now rode immediately up to the tent, and in his way
was faluted from among the bufhes with many ftones,
one of which gave him a violent blow upon the foot.
At the fame inftant, he received another blow with a
{mall unripe pumpkin, juft upon the belly, where he was
firongly defended by the coarfe cotton cloth wrapped fe-
veral times about him by way of fath or girdle. Asrob-
bers fight with other arms than pumpkins, when Mr,
Bruce {aw this fall at his feet, he was no longer under
appichenfion.

Notwithftanding this difagreeable reception, our tra-
veller advanced towards them, crying out, they were
friends, and Ras Michael’s friends ; and defired only to
{peak to them, and-he would give them what they want-
ed. A few ftones were the only anfwer, but they did no
hurt. Mr. Bruce then gave Yafine his gun, ihinking
that might have given offence. 'The top of the tent be-
ing now up, two mem came forward making great com-

plaints,
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plaints, but of what he did not underftand, only that
they feemed td acenle our travellers of having wronged
them. In fhort, they found the matter was this: one
of the Moors had taken a heap of ftraw which he was

. scarrying to his afs; and the proprietor; at feeing this,
had ‘alarmed the village. Every body had taken lances
and fhields; but, not daring to approach for fear of the
fire-arms, they had contented themfelves with fhower-
ing flones from their hiding-places, at a difiance from
among the bufhes, Our travellers immediately told
them, however, that though, as the king’s guett, they
had a title to be furnithed with what was nceffary, yer,
if they“were averfeto it, they were very well content to
pay for every thing they turnifhed, both for his men
and bealts; Dut that they muit throw no fiones, other-
wife they fhould defend themfelves.

"The teat being now pitched, and every thing in order,
a treaty foon followed. They confened to fell them
whar they wanted, but at extravagant prices, which
however, Mr. Eroce was content to comply with,
But a man of the village, acquainted with one of the
king’s fervants, had communicated to him, that the pre-
tence of the Moor’s taking the {traw was not really the
reafon of the uproar, for they made no ufe of it except
to burn; but that a report had been fpread abroad, that
an aftion had bappened between Fall and Ras Michael,
in which the latrer bad been defeated, and the country
no longer in fear of the Ras, had indulged themfelves in
their ulual exceffes, and, taking them for a caravan of
Mahometans with merchandife, had refolved to rob
thern. :

On the 22d, they arrived at the town of Siré, and
pitched their tent in a {trong fitvation, in a very deep
gulley on the weft extremity of the town.

Siré, the province properly fo called, reaches from
Axum to the Tacazzé. The town of Siré is fituated on
the brink of a very fteep, narrow valley, and through
this the road lies, which is almoft impaffable. In the
midft of this valley runs a brook bordered with palm-
trees, fome of which are grown to a confiderable fize,
but bear no fruit.  The town is larger than that of Ax-
wm ; it is in form of a half-moon fronting the plain, but
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its greatefl breadth is at the weft end ; all
of clay, and thatched ; the roofs are in fu:ﬁ l:;'ns::c?
as, indeed, are all in Abyflinia. Siré is famous for 2
manufacture of coarfe cotton cloths, which pafs for cyr..
rent money through all the province of Tigré, and are
valued at a drachm, the tenth part of a wakea of gold,
or near the value of an imperial dollar each; their
- breadth is a yard and quarter. Befides thefe, beads,
needles, cohol, and incenle at times only, are coufider-
ed as money. The articles depend greatly on chance,
which or whether any are current for the time or not; but
the latter is often demanded ; and, for the firft, there are
modes and fathions among thefe barbarians, and all, ex-
cept thofe of a certain colour and form, are ufelefs.
Thefe pBople were not of a humour to buy and fell with
them.  They were not perfetly fatisfied that Michael
was alive, and waited only a confirmation of the news
of his defear, to make their own terms withall firangers
unfortunate enough to fall into their hands. On the
other hand, our travellers were in poffeflion of fuperior
: farce, and, knowing their inclinations, thev treated them
pretty much in the maaner they would have dons by
them. Mr. Bruce, on the z2d of Jaanary, determined
the Jatitudé of Siré to be 14° 47 35" 'north, «ndits longi-
tude to be 38% 0’ 15" ealt of the meridian of Greenwich.

Although Sird is fituated in one of the fiuelt couniries
in the world, like other places, it has its inconvenicncies.
Purrid fevers, of the very wor kind, are almoft conftant
here ; and there did then attually reign a fpecies of thefe
that daily fwept away a number of people.

At Siré our travellers heard the good news that Ras
Michael, on the roth of this month, had come up wich
Fafil at Fagitta, and entirely dilperfed his army, after
killing 10.000 men. Thisaccount, though not confirm-
ed by any authority, ftruck all the mutinous of this pro-
vince with awe and every man returned to his duty for
fear of incurring the difpleafure of this fevere governor,
which they well knew would inftantly be followed by
more than an adequate portion of vengeance, efpcci:xlly
againft thofe that had not accompanied him to the field,

On the z24th, they ftruck their tent at Siré, and pafled
through a valt plain,  All this day they eould difcern no

mountains,
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mountains, as far as eye could reach, but only fome few
detached hills, {tanding feparate on the plain, covered
with high grafs, which they were then burning, to pro-
duce new with the firlt rains, The country to the north
is altogether flat, and perfeétly open; and though they
could not difcover one village this dav, yet it feemed to
be well-inhabited, from the many people they faw on
different parts of the plain, fome at harveft, and {ime
herding their cattle.

On the 26th our travellers met a deferter from Ras
Michael’s army, with his firelock vpon his fhoulder,
driving before him two miferable girls about ten years
old, ftark-naked, and almoft famifhed to death, the pare
of the booty which had fallen to his (hare in laying wafte
the country of Maitfha, after the battle. THey afked
him of the truth of this news, but he would give them no
{atisfaction ; fometimes he faid there had been a battle,
fometimes none. - He apparently had fome diftruft, that
one or other of the fats, being allowed to be true, might
determine them as to fome defign they might have upon
him and his booty. He had not, in their opinion, the
air of a conqueror, but rather of a coward that had fneak-
ed away, and ftolen thefe two miferable wretches he had
with him. Mr. Bruce afked where Michael was? If at
Buré ? where, upon defeat of Fafil, he naturally would
be. He faid, No; he wasat Ibaba, the capital of Mait-
fha; and this gave our travellers no light, it being the
place he would zo to before, while detachments of his
army might be employed in burning and laying wafte
the country of the enemy he had determined to ruin, ra-
ther than retorn to it fome time after the battle. At laft
they were obliged to leave him. Mr. Bruce gave him
fome flour and tobacco, both which he took very thank-
fully ; but further intelligence he would not give.

On the 3oth our travellers encamped at Addergey, near
a {mall rivoler called Mai-Lumi, the river of limes, or
lemons, in a plain fcarce a mile fquare, furrounded on
cach fide with very thick wood in form of an amphithe-
atre. Above this wood, are bare, rugged, and barren
mountains. Midway in the cliff is a miferable viliage,
that feems rather to hang than to ftand there, fcarce a
yard of level greund being before it to hinder its inhabi-

tants
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tants from falling down the precipice.” The wood js
_full of lemons and wild citrons, [rom which it acquires
its name, Before the tent, to the weftward, was a2 very
deep valley, which terminated this liule plain in a tre.
mendous precipice.

The hyienas this night devoured one of the beft of our
travellers mules. They are here in great plenty, and (o
are lions ; the roaring and grumbling of the latter, in
the part of the wood neareft their tent, greatly diiturbed
their beafts, and prevented them from cating their pro-
vender. Mor. Bruce lengthened the ftr ngs of his tent, and
placed the beafts between them. The white ropes, and
the tremulous motion made by the impreflion of the wind,
frightened the lions from coming near them. ‘They had
procured from Janni two fmall brals bells, fuch as the
mules carry, and had tied thefe to the ftorm ftrings of the
tent, where their noife, no doubt, greatly con:ributed
to the fafety of their beafts, from thefe ravenous, yet
cautious animels, fo that they never faw them; but the
noife they made, and, perhaps, their fmell, fo terrificd
the mules, that, in the morning, they were drenched in
fweat, as if they had been a long journey. The brutifh
hyxna was not 1o to be deterred. Mr. Bruce fhot one of
them dead on the night of the 3.1t of January, and en the
zd of February, he fired at another {o near, that he was
confident of killing him. Whether the balls had fallen
out, or that he had really miffed him with the firft bar-
rel, he knew not, but he gave a fnarl and a kind of bark
upon the firft fhot, advancing directly upon him, as if
unhart, Fhe fecond fhot, however, took place, and
laid him without motion on the ground. Yafine and
his men killed another with a pike; and fuch was their
determined coolnefs, that they ftalked round about our
travellers with the familiarity of a dog, or fome other
domeftic animal brought up with man,

They were {till more incommoeded by a fmaller animal,
alarge, black ant, little lefs than an inch long, which,
. coming out from under the ground, demolifhed their
carpets, which they cut all into fhreds, and part of the
lining of their tent likewife, and every bag or fack they
could find. Their bite caufes a confiderable inllamma-

tion,
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tion, and the pain is greater than that which arifes from
the bite of a {corpion; they are called gundan.

The Sham, on the firft of February, fent his people to
value, as he faid, their merchandife, that they might

ay cultom. Many of the Moors, in their caravan, had
left them to go a near way to Havza. Mr. Bruce had
at mott five or fix affes, including thofe belongingto Ya- -
fine. He humoured them fo far as to opcg the cafes
where wete the telefcopes and quadrant, or, indeed, ra-
ther fhewed them open, as they were not {hat from the
obflervation he had been making.  They could only
wonder at things they had never before feen.  On the 2d
of February the Shum came himfelf, and a violent alter-
cation enfued. He infifted upon Michael’s defeat : Mr,

Bruce told him the contrary news were true, and begged

him, to beware left it fhould be told to the Ras upen his

sturn that he had propogated fuch a falfchood. He

told him alfo, that they had advice, that the Ras’s fer-

vants were now waiting for them at Lamalon, and infift-

ed upon his {uffering them to depart.

After much altercation with the Shum, on the 4th of
February in the morning, they left Addergey. While
employed in making ready for their deparrure, which
was juft at the dawn of day, a hywena, unieen by any of

=them, failened upen cne of Yafine's afles, and had al-
moit pulled his tail away. Mr. Bruce was bufied at ga-
thering the tent-pins into a fack, and had placed Lis
mufket and bayonet ready againit a tree, as it is at that
hour, and the clofe of the evening, you are always to be
on your guard againft banditti. A boy, who was fer-
vant to Yafine, faw the hyena firlt, and flew to Mr.
Bruce’s mufket.  Yafine was disjoining the poles of the
tent, and, having one half of the largeft in his hand
he ran to the affifiance of his afs, and in that moment
the mufket weat off, luckily charged with only one
ball, which gave Yafine a flelh wound between the
thumb and forefinger of his left hand, The boy inflant-
ly threw down the muﬂcet, which had terrified -(]-,e By aze
na, and made him let go the afs; but ke flocd ready to
ﬁght Yafine, who, not amufing himfelf with the choice
of weapons, gave him {o rude a blow with the tent. pole
ypon his head, that it felled him to-the ground ; others,
with
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with pikes, put an end to his life. They were then
obliged to turn their cares towards the wounded. Ya-
fine’s wound was foon {feen to be a trifle; befides, he was
a man not eafily alarmed on fuch occafions. But the
Ppoor afs was not fo eafily comforted. The ftump remain-
ed, the tail hanging by a piece of it, whiclr they were
obliged to cut off. The next operation was actual caute-
ry; but, as they had made no bréad for breakfaft, their
fire had been early out. They therefore were obliged
to tie the ffump round with whip-cord, till they could
get fire enough to heat an iron. g

What fufficiently marked the voracity of thefe beafts,
the hywmnas, was, that the bedies of their dead compa-
nions, whichour travellers hauled a long way from them,
and left there, were almoit entirely eaten by the furvi-
vors the next morning : and Mr. Bruce then obferved,
for the firft time, that the hy=na of this country was a dif-
ferent fpecies from thofe he had feen in Europe, which
had been brought from Afia or America.

On the 4th of February, they continued their journey
along: the fide of a hill,” through thick wood and high
grafs; then defcended into a ftecp, narrow valley, the
hdcs.of whieh had been fhaded with high trees, but in
burning the grafs the trees were confumed likewife; and
the fhoots from the roots were fome of them above eight’
feet high fince the tree had thus fuffcred that fame
year. '

On the 8th, in the morning, they began afvending
Lamalmon, through a very parrow road, or rather path,’
f_or it fearcely was two feet wide any where. It was a
fpiral winding up the fide of the mountain, always on
thp very brink of a p]‘ecipicc. Torrents of water, Whl(.:'h
in Wwinter carry prodigious ftones down the fide of this
mountain, had divided this path into feveral placss, and
opened to our travellers a view of that dreadful abyfs be-
low, ‘which few heads can bear to look down upon.
They were here obliged to unload their baggage, and, by
flows degrees, crawl up a hill, carrying them little by lit-
tle upon their fhoulders round thefe chafins, where the
road was interfe@ted. ‘The mountains grow f{teeper, the
paths narrower, and the breaches more frequent as they

afcended. Scarce were their mules, though u"load'ig-
abic
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able to fcramble up, but were perpetually falling ; and,
to increafe their difficulties, which, in fuch cafes, feldom
come fingle, a large number of cattle was defcending,
and feemed to threaten to pufh them all into the guif
below. After two hours of conftant toil, at nine o'clock

they alighted in a fmall plain called Kedus, or St Mi.
chael, from a church and village of that name, neither
beaft nor man being able to go a ftep further,

The plain of St Michael, where they now were, is at
the foot of a fleep cliff which terminates the weft fide of
Lamalmon. It is here perpendicular like a wall, and a
few trees only upon the top of the cliff. Over this pre.
cipice flow two ftreams of water, which never are diy,
but run inall feafons. They fall into a wood at the hot-
tom of this cliff, and preferve it in continual verdure all
the year, though tle plain itfelf below is all rent in
chafms, and cracked by the heat of the fun. Thefe two
{treams form a confiderable rivulet in the plain of St
Michael, and are a great relief both to men and cattle
in this tedious and difficulr paffage over the mountain.

The air of Lamalmon is pleafant and temperate. They
here found their appetite return, with a chearfulnefs,
lightnefs of fpirits, and agility of body, which indicat-
ed rhat their nerves had again refumed their wonted tone,
which they had loft in the low, poifonous, and fultry
air on the coaft of the Red Sea. The {fun here is indeed
hot, but in the moming a cool breeze never fails, which
increafes as the fun rifes high. In the fhade it is always
cool.

Lamalmon, is the pafs through which the road of
a'l caravans to Gondar lies. 1t is here they take an
account of all baggage and merchandife, which they
tranfmit to the Negadé Ras, or chict officer of the cuf-
toms at Gondar, by 4 man whom thcy fcnd to accom-
pany the caravan. There is aifo a prefent, or awide,
due to the private proprietor of the ground; and this is
levied with great rigour and violence, and, for the moft
part, with injuflice; fo that this {tation, which, by the
eftablifhment of. the cuftomhoufe, and nearnels to the
capital, fhould be in a particular manner attended to by
government, is always the place where the firft robbe-
ries anl murders are committed in unfettled times.

Though



BRUCE’s TRAVELS, ‘193

Though our travellers had nothing with them which could
be confidered as fubject to duty, they-fubmitted every thing .
to the will of the robber of the place, and gave him s
prefent. If he was not fatisfied, he feemed to be fo,
which was all they wanted.

They had obtained leave to depart early in the morn-
ing of the gth, but it was with great regret- they were
obliged to abandon their Mahometan friends into hands
that feemed difpofed to, fhew them no favour. The
king was in Maittha, or Damot, that is to fay, far from
Condar, and various reports were {pread abroad about
the fuccefs of the campaign. Thele people only waited
for an unfavourable event to make a pretence for robbing
travellers of every thing they had. The perfons whofe
Tight it was to levy thefe contributions were two, a fa-
ther and fon; the old man was dreffed very decently,
rl:\)kc little, but fmoothly, and had a very good carriage.
He profeflfed a violent hatred to all Mahometans, on
account of their religion, a fentiment which feemed to
{:_rom;fe nothing favourable to their friend Yafine and
13 companions ; but, in the evening, the fon, who feem-
ed to be the ative man, came to their tent, and brought
them a quantity of bread and bouza, which his father

ad ordered before. Hefeemed to be much taken with our
traveller's fire-arms, and was very inquifitive about them.
Mr. Bruce gave him eyery fort of fatisfattion, and, little
by little, faw he might win his heart entirely ; which he
very much wifhed to do, that he might free his compa-
nions from bondage.

The young man, it feems; was a good foldier ;
and, having been in feveral aftions under Ras Mi-
chael, as fufileer, he brought his gun, and infifted on
fhooting at marks. Mr. Bruce humoured him in this;
but as he ufed a rifle which he did not underftand, he
found himfelf overmatched, efpecially by the greatnefs
of the range, for he fhot ftraight enough. He then
fhewed him the manner they fhot flying, there heing
quails in abundance, and wild pigeons, of which he
killed feveral on wing, which left him in the utmoft afto-
nifhment, Having got on horfeback, Mr. Bruce next
went through the exercife of the Arabs, with a long
fpcar and”a fhort javelin, This was more within his

comprehenfion,
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comprehenfion, as he had feen fomething like it;
but .he was wonderfully taken with the fierce and fiery
appearance of his horle, and, at the fame time, with
s docility, the form of his faddle, bridle, and ac-
coutrements. He threw at laft the fandals off his feet

twilted his upper garment into his girdle, and ﬁe;
off at fo furious a rate, that Mr. Bruce could not
help doubting whether he was in his {ober underitand-
ing, It was not long 6l ke came back, and with him
a man fervant carrying a fheep and a goat, and a woman
carrying a jar of honey-wine. Mr. Eruce had not yet

uitted the horfe; and when he faw what his inten-
tton was, he put Mirza to a gallop, and, with one
of the barrels of the gun, fhot a pigeon, and imme-
diately fired the o'her into the ground. There was nothing
after this that could have furprized him, and it was re-

eated feveral times at his deflire; after which he went
into the tent, where he invited himfelf ro Mr. Bruce’s
heufe at Gondar.  There he was to teach him every thing
he had feen. They now fwore perpetual friendfhip’;
and a horn or two of hydromel being emptied, Mr.
Bruce introduced the cafe of his fellow-travellers, and
.obtained a promife that they fhould have leave to fet
out together,  He would, moreover, take no awide,
and faid he would be favourable in his report to’
Gondar.

Matters were {o far advanced, when a fervant of Mi-
chael's arrived, fent by Petro’s, Janni’s brother, who
had obtained him from Ozoro Efther. This put an end
to all their d'ficulties. " Our young foldier alfo kept his
word, and a mere trifle of awide was given, rather by the
Moor’s own defire than from demand, and the report of
the baggage, and dues thereon, were as low as could be
wifhed. News was now brought them, that Ras Michael
had atually beaten Fafil, forced him to retire to the
other fide of the. Nile, and was then in Maitfha, where it
was thought he would remain with the army all the rainy
feafon. This was juft what Mr. Bruce could have wifh-
ed, as it brought him at once to the neighbourhood of
the fcurces of the Nile, without the fmalleft fhadow of
fear or danger, !

Qa



BRUCE'’s TRAVELS. 195

On the gth of February, they took leave of the friends
they had fo newly ccquired at Lamalmen. . They Legan
to afcend what ftill remaned of the mountam, v hich,
though fteep and full of bufhes, was much lefs difficult
than that which they had pafled. At a guarter paft feven
they arrived at the top of Lamalmon, which has, frem
below, the appearance of being (harp-pointed. ~On the
contrary, they were much l'mrprifcd_ to hnd_there a large
plain, part in pafture, but more bearing grain. Itis fuil
of {prings, and feems to be the great refeivoir from whence
arife moft of the rivers that water this part of Aby{inia.
A multitude of {trcams itlue from the very fummit in all
dire@ions ; the {prings boil out from the earth in large
quantities, capable ot turning a mill. They plow, fows
and reap here at all feafons ; and the hufbaddman muit
blame his own indolence, and not the {oil, if he has not,
three harvefts. ‘They faw, in one place, pecple buly
cutting down wheat ; immediately next to it, others at,
the plough; and the adjoining ficld had green corn in
the ear ; a little further, it was not an inch shove he
ground.

“The mountain is every where fo fteep and high, that,
it is not enough to fay againft the will, but without the
afliftance of thofe above, no one from below can venture
to afcend. On the top is a Jarge plain, afording plenty
of pafture, as well as room for plowing and fowing for,
the maintenance of the army; and there is water, at all
fealons, in great plenty, and even fith in the fireams,
upon it; {o that, although the inhabitants of the moun-
tain had been often befieged for a conliderable time to-
gether, they fuffered little inconvenience from i, nor
ever were taken unlefs by trealon ; except by Chriftopher
de Gama and his Portuguefe, who are {aid, by their own
hiftorians, to have ftermed this rock, and put the Maho-
metan garrifon to the fword. No mention of this
honoureﬁ)le conquelt is made in the anrals of Aby{linia,
though they give the hiftory of this campaign of Don
Chriftopher in the life of Claudius, or Awzenaf Sc-
gued.

On the 1oth, in the morning, they continued aleng
the plain on the top of Lamalmon; and, afier having
fuffered, with infinite patience and perfeverance, the

K a hardfbips .
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hardfhips and danger of this fong and painful journey,
at forty minutes paft ten they were gratified, at laft, with
the fight of Gondar, and in the courfe of the next day ar-
rived there.

Abba Salama, of whom we fhall hereafter have occa-

fion to fpeak, at that time filled the poft of Acab Saat, or
guardian of ke fire. 1t is the third dignity of the church,
and he is the firft religious officer in the palace. He
had a very large revenue, and ftill a greater influence.
He was a man exceedingly rich, and of the very worft
lite poflible ; though he had taken the vows of poverty
and chaftity, it was faid he had at that time above
feventy miftrefles in Gondar. His way of feducing wo-
_ men was as extraordinary as the number feduced, It
was not by gifts, attendance, or flattery, the ufual means
employed ‘on fuch occafions; when he had fixed his de-
fires upon a woman, he forced her to comply, under pain
of excommunication. He was exceedingly eloquent and
bold, was a man of a pleafing countenance, fhort, and
of a very fair complexion ; indifferent, or rather averfe to
wine, but a monftrous glutton ; nice in what he had to
eat, to a degree fcarcely before known in Abyflinia ;
2 mortal enemy to all white people, whom he clafled un-
der the name of Franks, for wﬁich the Greeks, uniting
their interefts at favourable times, had often very nearly
overfet him.

The next morning, about ten o'cleck, Mr. Bruce,
drefled in his Moorifh drefs, went to Ayto Aylo, and
tound him with f[éveral great plates of bread, melted
butter, and honey, before him, of one of which he and
our traveller ate; the reft were given to the Moors, and
other people prefent. There was with him a prieft of
Kofcam, and they all fet out for that palace as foon as
they had finifhed breakfaft. They paffed the brook of
St Raphael, a fuburb of Gondar, where is the houfe of
the Abuna; and upon coming in fight of the palace of
Kofcam, they all uncovered their heads, and rocﬁ: flowly,
As Aylo was all-powerful with the Iteghé, indeed her
firft counfellor and friend, their admittance was eafy and
immediate. They alighted, and were fhewn into a low
room in the palace. Ayto Aylo went immediately to
the Iteghé, or queen, to inquire about Welled Hawaryat,

: who
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who was then ill, and his audience lafted two long hours.
He returned to them with the news, thar Welled
Hawaryat was much better, by 2 medicine a faint
from Waldubba had given him, which confifted in fome
charalters, written with common ink upon a tin plate,
which charatters were walhed off by a medical liquor,
and then given him to drink. It was agreed, however,
that the complaint was the fmall pox, and the good it had
done him was, he ate heartily of brind, or raw beef, after
it, though he had not ate before fince his arrival, but called
perpetually for drink.

M. Bruce, before he entered on his charge of phyfi-
cian, ftated to thofe prefent in the palace, the dif-
agrzeable tafk now impofed upon him, a ftranger with-
out acquaintance or protetion, having the language but
imperfetly, and without power or controul among them,
He profefled his intention of doing his utmoft, although
the difeafe was much more ferious and fatal in this
country than in “his own; but he infited one condition
fhould be granted him, which was, that no diretions as
o regimen or management, even of the moft trifling
_k;nd, as-thcy might think, fhould be fuffered, without
h_'s permiffion and fuperintendence, otherwife he wafthed
his hands of the confgc‘;ucrrce. .

This being affented to by all prefent, Mr. Bruce fet
the fervants to work., There were apartments enough.
He opened all the doors and windows, fumigating them
with incenfe and myrrh in abundance, and wathed them
with warm water and vinegar. The common and fatal
regimen in this country, and in moft parts in the eaft,
has been to keep their patient from feeling the fmalleft
breath of air ; hot drink, a fire, and a quantity of cover-
ing are added in Abyfiinia, and the doors fhut fo clofe as
even ta keep the room in darknefs, whillt this heat is
gullrthcr augmented hy the conflant burning of can-

es.

Ayabdar, Ozoro Altafh’s remaining daughter, and the
fon of Mariam Barea, were both taken ill at the fame
tune, and happily recovered. A daughter of Kaimati
Boro, by a daughter of Kafmati Efhtes, died, and her
mother, though fhe furvived, was a long time ill after=
wards, Ayabdar was very much marked, fo was Mariam

K 3 Barea’s
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Barea’s for, At this time, Ayto Confu, fon of Kafmati
Netcho by Ozoro Efther, had arrived from Tcherkin, a
lad of very great hopes, though not then fourteen, He
came to fee his mother without my knowledge or her’s,
and was infeted likewife. Eaft of all the infant child
of Michael, the child of his old age, took the difeafe
and though the weakeft of all the children, recovered
beft.

The patients, being all likely to de well, were re-
moved to a large houE’ of Kafmati Efté, which ftood
ftill within the boundaries of Kofcam, while the rooms
underwent another luftration and fumigation, after which
they all returned ; and Mr. Bruce got, as his fee, a pre-
fent of the neat and convenient houfe formerly belonging
to Bafha Eufebius, which had a feparate entry, without
going through the palace.

On the 1oth of March, the army marched into the
town in triumph, and the Ras at the head of the troops
ef Tigre. ‘He was bareheaded ; over his fhoulders, and
down to his back, huag a pallium, or cloak, of black
velvet, with a filver fringe. A boy, by his right fir-
rup, held a filver wand of about five feet and a half long,
much like the flayes of our great ofiicers at court. Be-
hind him all the foldiers, who had {lain an enemy and
taken the fpoils from them, had their lances and firelocks
ornamented with fmall fhreds of fearlet cloth, one piece
for every man he had flain. Remarkable among all this
multitude was Hagos, door-keeper of the Ras. ‘This
man, always well-armed and well-mounted, had fol-
lowed the wars of the Ras from his infancy, and had been
fo fortunate in this kind of fingle combat, that his
whole lance and javelin, horfe and perfon, were covered
over with the fhreds of fearlet cloth, At this lalt bat-
tle of Fagitta, Hagos is fa:d to have flain eleven men
with his own hand. Indeed there is nothing more
fallacious than judging of a man’s courage by thefe
marks of conqueits, A good horfeman, armed with a
coat of mail, upon a fireng, well-fed, well-win ded
horfe, may, after a defeat, kill as many of thefe wretch-
Cd, wedry, naked fllgiti\'ts, as h= I—,[eafcs] cqnﬁning
himfelf to tiofe thai ace weakly, mcunted upon tired

; ; horles,
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horfes, and covered only with goat's-fkins, or that are
flying on foot. :

Oue thing remarkable in this cavaleale, which Mr.

_ Bruce obferved, was the head-drefs of the governors of
provinces. A large broad fillet was bound upon their:
forchead, and tied behind their head. - Iu the middle of
this was a horn, or a conical picce of filver, gilt, about.
four inches long, much in the fhape of our common can~
dle extinguifhers.” This is called kirz, or horn, and is
only worn in reviews or parades alter vitory. 'This
Mr. Bruce apprehends, like all other of their ufages, is
taken from the Hebrews, and the feveral allufions made
in feriprare to it arife from this practice :—*¢ I faid uato
fools, deal not foolifhly ; and to the wicked, lift not
up the horn.”—¢¢ Lift not up your horn on high ; fpeak
not with a ftiff neck.”—*¢ Fur my horn fhalt thou exalt
Iike the horn of an unicorn’—¢ And the horn of the
righteous fhall be exalted with honour.”” And fo in many
other places throughout the Pfalms, . -

Next to thefe came the king, ‘with a fillet of white
mullin about three inches broad, binding his _furchead,
tied with a large double knot behind, and hanging down
abour two feet on his back. About him were the great
officers of flate, fuch of the young nobility as were with-
out command; and a‘ter thefe, the houfehold” troops.
Then followed the Kanitz Kitzera, or executioner of the-
camp, and his attendants; and, laft of all, amidft the
King’s and the Ras’s bagsage, came a man bearing
the {tyffed fkin of the unfortunate Woofheka upon a
pole, which he hung upon a branch of the tree be--
fore the king's palace appropriated for public execu-
tions.

It was now the 13th of March, and Mr. Bruce had
gone every day once to fec the children at Kofcam; at
all which rimes he had heen received with the greateft
cordiality and marks of kindnefs by the Iteghé, and or-

18 given for his free admittance upon all occafions like
an ofticer of her houfehold.

_About the 14th, Mr. Bruce was informed, that all
his recommendatory letters were to be read. He ex-
petled at the crdinary hour, about five in the afternoon,
1o be fent for, and liad rode out to Kofcam with Ayto

K4 Heikel,



200 SHAW’s ABRIDGEMENT OF

Heikel, the queen’s chamberlain, to fee the child, who
was pretty well recovered of all its complaints, but very
weak., In the interim, Mr, Bruce was fent for to the
Ras, with orders to difpatch a man with the kine’s
prefent, towait for him at the palace, whither he was
to go after leaving Michael. Five in the cvening was
fixed as the hour. Mr. Bruce came a little before the
time, and met Ayto Aylo at the door. He [queezed him
by the hand, and faid, “ Refufc nothing, it can be all
altered afterwards; but it iz very neceffary, on account
of the priefts and the populace, you fhould have a place
of fome authority, otherwife you will be robbed and
murdered the firft time you go half a mile from home :
fifty people have told me, you have chefts filled with
gold, and that you can make gold, or bring what quan~
tity you pleafe from the Indies; and the reafon of all
this is, becaufe you refufed the queen and Ozoro Eft-
her’s offer of gold at Kofcam, and which yoo muft never
do again.”

Que travellers went in and faw the Ras, who was an
old man, fitting upon a {ufa; his white hair was drefled
in many fhort curls, He appeared to be thoughtful, but
not di‘l}};leafcd; his face was lean, his eyes quick and
vivid, but feemed to be a little fore from expofure to the
weather. He feemed to be about fix feet high, though
his lamenefs made it difficult to guefs with accuracy.
His air was perfe€tly free from conftraint, what the
French call degagee. They muit have been bad phyfiog-
nomifts that did not difcern his capacity and underfland-
ing by his very countenance. Every look conveyed a
fentiment with it: he feemed to have no occafion for
other language, and indeed he fpoke little. Mr. Bruce
offered, as ufual, to kifs the ground before him ; and
of this he feemed to take little notice, ftretching cut
his hand, and fhaking Mr. Bruce’s upon his riﬁns_rf

Mr. Bruce fat down with Avlo, three or four Bf‘ the
judges, Heikel the queen’s chamberlain, and others,
who whifpered fomething in his ear, and went out;
which interruption prevented Mr. Bruce from fpeakin
as he was prepared to do, or give him his prefent, which
a man held behind him. The Ras began gravely, « Ya-
goube, I think that is your name, hear what I fay to you,

and
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and mark what I recommend to yon. You are a man
Iam told, who make it your bufinefs to wander in the
fields in fearch after trees and grafs in folitary places, and
to fit up all night alone looking at the itars of the hea-
vens . Other countries are not like this, though this was
never {o bad as it is now. Thefe wretches here are ene-
mies to ftrangers ; if they faw you alone in your own
parlour, their firft thought would be how to murder
you ; though they knew they were to get nothing by ir,
they would murder you for mere mifchief.” ¢ The de-
vil is ftrong in them,” fays a voice from a corner of the
room, which appeared to be that of- a prieft. * There-
fore, (fays the Ras,)afier a long converfation with your
friend Aylo, whofe advice I hear you happily take, as
indeed we all do, I have thought that fituation beft which
leaves you at liberty to follow your own defigns, at the
fame time that it puts your perfon in fafety ; that you
will not be troubled with monks about their religious
matters, or in danger from thefe rafcals that may feek to
murder you for money.” ;
“ What are the monks?"” faid the fame voice from
the corner ; ¢ the morks will never meddle with fuch a
man as this.”—¢¢ Therefore the king, (continued the Ras,
without taking any notice of the anterruption) has ap-
pointed you Eaalomaal, and to command the Kocob
horfe, which I thought to have given to Francis, an old
foldier of mine; but he is poor, and we will provide for
him better, for thefe appointments have honour, but
lictle profit.”  *¢ Sir, (faud Francis, who was in prefence,
but behind,) it is in much more honourahle hands than
either mine or the Armenian’s, or any other white man’s,
fince the days of Hatzé Menas,  and fo I told the king
to-day.” ¢ Very well, Francis, (fays the Ras) it becomes
a foldier to fpeak the truth, whether it makes for op
againft himfelf, Go then to the king, and kifs the
ground upon your appointment. I {fee you have al ready
learned this ceremony of our’s: Aylo and Heikel arg
very proper perfons to go with you. ‘The king expref-
fed his furprife to me laft night he had not feen you
and :he::c too is Tecla Mariam, the king’s fecretary, \vhr;
came with your appointment from the palace to-day,”
The man in the cornesr whom Mr. Bruce took for 4
Ks. prieft,
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prielt, was this Tecla Marisn, a feribe. Mt Brues
then gave him a prefent, after which he foon reired.

Mr. Bruce went afterwards to the king’s palace, and
met Aylo, and Heikel at the door of the prefence-cham-
ber. Tecla Mariam walked before them to the foot of
the throne ; after which Mr. Bruce advanced and prof-
trated himfelf upon the ground. I have brought you
a fervant, (fays he to the king,) from fo diftant a coun-
try, that if yon ever let him efcape, we fhall never be
able to follow him, or know where to feck him.”” To
this the king made no reply, nor did he fhew any altera-
tion of -countenance.  Five people were ftanding on
each fide of the throne, all young men, three on his left,
and two on his right.  One of thefe, the fon of Tecla
Mariam, (afterwards Mr. Bruce’s great friend) who ftood
uppermoft on the left hand, came up, and taking hold
of him by the hand, placed him immediately above him ;
when feeing Mr. Bruce had no knife in his girdle, he
pulled out his own and gave it to him. Upon being
placed, Mr. Bruce again kiffed the groond.

The king was in an alcove; the reft went out of ﬁﬁht
from where the throne was, and fat down. The ufual
queftions were now put to Mr. Bruce about Jerufalem
and the holy.places—where his country was? which it
was impofiible to defcribe, as they knew the fituation of
no country but their own—why he came fo far ?—whe-
ther the moon and the flars, but efpecially the moon,
was the fame in his country as in theirs? and a great
many fuch idle and tirefome queftions. He had feveral

* times offered to take his prefent from the man who held
it, that he might offer ‘it to his I\‘Iajcﬂy and go away ;
but the king always made a fign to put it off, till, being
tired to death with ftanding, he leaned againft the wall,
M. Bruce was abfolutely in difpair, and fcarcely able
to fpeak a wo_rd, inwardly mourning, the hardnefs of his
lot in this his firft preferment, and fincerely praying it
might be his lalt promotion in that court. ~ However,
he was at laft permitted to retire.

Mr. Bruce next proceeds to give the geographical di-
vifion of Abyflinia into provinces. At Ma%uah, that is,
oo the coalt of the Red Sea, begins an imaginary divi-

fion
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fion of Abyffinia into two, which -is rather a divifion -
of language than firictly to be underftood as territg.
rial. ‘T'he firft divifion is called Tigre, Letweenthe Red
Sea and the river Tacazzé. Between that river and the
Nile, weftward, where it bounds the Galla, it is called
Ambara. But whatever convenience there may be from
this divifion, there is neither geographical nor hiftorical
precifion in it, fur there are many little provinces includ-
ed in the firft that do not belong to Tigré; and, in the
fecond divifion, whichis Ambhara; that which gives the
name, is but a very fmall part of it ,
Mafuah, in ancient times, was one of the principal
places of refidence of the Baharnagafh, who, when he
was not there himftif, conftantly lelt his deputy or lieu-
tenant. In {fummer he reflided for feveral montls in’
the ifland of Dahalac, then accounted part of his terri=
tory, He was, after the King and Betwudet, the perfca’
of the greateft confideration in the kingdom, and was in-
vefted with fendick and nagarcet. the kettle-drum and:
colours, marks of fupreme command. - :
Tigié is the next proviges in Abyifinia, as well for
greamefs as riches, power, and dignity, - and "neareft
Mafuah. It is bounded by the territory of the Baharna-
gafh, that is, by the river Mareb on the ealt, and the
Tacazeé upon the weft. Itis about one hundred and
twenty miles broad from E. to W, and two hundied from
N.to 8. This is its prefent fituation. “The hand of
ufurping power has abolifhed all ditinction on the weit-
fide of the l'acazz€; belides, many large governments,
fuch as Enderta and Antalow, and great part of the
Baharnagafh, were fwallowed up in tiuas province to the
ealt. What, ina fpecial manner, makes the riches of
"Tigré, is, that it-lies peareft the marker, which is Ara-
bia; and all the merchandife deftined to crofs the Ked
Sea mult pafs through this province, fo that the gover-’
nor has the choice’ of all commodities wherewith to
make his market, The ftrongelt male, the moit beauri-
.{ul female flaves, the pureft gold, the dargeft tecth of
wory, all muft pafs through his hands. Fire-aris,
moreover, which for many years have decided who is
thc‘moﬁ powerful in Abyifinia, all thefe come from A-
rabia, and not one can be-purchafed without his know-
K6 ing



204 SHAW’s ABRIDGEMENT OF

in% to whom it goes, and after his having had the firft
refufal of it. =

Siré, a province about twenty-five miles broad, and
not much more in length, is reckoned as part of Tigré
alfo, but this is not a new ufurpation. It loft the r:‘lhnk
of a province, and was united to Tigré for the mifbe-
haviour of its governor Kafmati Claudius, in an expe-
dition againft the Shangalla in the reign of Yafous the
Great. : '

After pafling the Tacazzé, the boundary between
8iré and Samen, we come to that mountainous province
called by the laft name. A large chain of rugged
mountains, where is the Jews Rock, reaches from the
fouth of Tigré down near to Waldubba, the low, hot
country that bounds Abyflinia on the north.

On the N. E. of Tigré lies the province of Begemder.
It borders upon Angot, whofe governor is called Angot
Ras; but she whole province now, excepting a few vil-
lages, is conquered by the Galla. It has Ambhara,
which runs parallel to it, on the fouth, and is feparated
from it by the river Bafhilo. Both thefe provinces are
bounded by the river Nile on the weft. Begemder is
about 180 miles in its greateft length, and 6o in breadth,
comprehending Lafta, a mountainous province, fome-
times depending on Begemder, but often in rebellion.

Begemder is the ftrength of Abyflinia in horfemen.
Ttis gid, that, with Lafta, it can bring out 45,000
men; but this, as far as ever Mr. Bruce could inform
himfelf, is a great exaggeration. Theyare exceceding
good foldiers when they are pleafed with their general,
and the caufe for which they fight ; otherwife, ﬁ,cy Avel
" ealily divided, great many private intereits bcing conti-
nually kept alive, as it is thought induftrioufly, by

overment itfelf. It is well flocked with cattle of every
kind, all very beautiful. 'The mountains are full of iron-
mines ; they are not {o fteep and rocky, nor fo frequent,
as in other provinces, if we except only Lafta, and a-
bound in all fort'of wild fowl and game.

Amhara is the next province, between the two rivers
Bafhilo and Gefhen. ‘The length of this country from
E. to W. is about 120 miles, and its breadth fomething
more than 40, It is a very mountainous country, full

of
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of nobility ; the men are reckoned the handfomeft in A
byflinia, as well as the braveft.

Between the two rivers Gefhen and Samba, is a low,
unwholefome, though fertile province, called Walaka ;
and fouthward of that is Upper Shoa. This province,
or kingdom, was famous for the retreat it gave to the
only remaining prince of the houfe of Solomon, who fled
from the maliacre of his brethren by Judith, about the
year goo, upon the rock of Damo. Here the royal family
remained in {ecurity, and increafed in number, for near
400 years, till they were reftored. 3

Gojam, from north-ealt to fouth-eait, is about 8o
miles in length, and 40 in breadth. Itis a very flat
country, and all in pafture ; has few mountains, but thefe
are very high ones, and are chicfly on the banks of the
Nile, to the fouth, which river furrounds the province.

On the fouth-calt of the kingdom of Gojam is Da-
mot. It is bounded by the Temct on the eaft, by the Gult
on the weft, by the Nile on the fouth, and by the high
mountains of Amid Amid on the north. Itis about 40
miles in length from north to fouth, and fomething more
than 20 in breadth from eaft to weft. §

On the other fide of Amid Amid is the province of
Agows, bounded by thofe mountains on the eaft ; by Bu-
r¢ and Umbarma, and the country of the Gongas, on the
weft ; by Damot and Gafat upon the fouth, and Dingle-
ber on the north.

South from Dembea is Knara, a very mountanous
province confining upon the Pagan blacks, or Shangalla,
called Gongas and Guba, the Macrobi of the ancients.—
It is a very unwholefome province, but abounding in

old, not of its own produce, but that of its ncifhbuur.

ood, thefe Pagans—Guba, Nuba, and Shangalla.
.Nara, ond Ras el Feel, Tchelga, and on to Tcher-
kin, is a frontier wholly inhabited by Mahometans, Its
government is generally given to a (tranger, often to a
ahometan, Eut one of that faith is always depuaty-
governor,  The ufe of keeping troops bere is to defend
the friendly Arabs and Shepherds, who remain in their al-
lﬁg'a;ﬂt‘e to Abyflinja, from the refentment of the Arals
of Sennaar, theit neighbours; and, by means of thefe
fricndly Arabs and Shepherds, fecure a conftant fupply
of
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of horfes for the king's troops. - It is a barren firipe of
avery hot, unwholefome country, full of thick woods,
and fit only for hunting. The inhabitants, fusitives
from all nations, are chietly Mahometans, but very bold
and expert horfemen, ufing no other weapon but the
broad fword, with which they attack the elephants and
rhinoceros.  There ‘arc many other fmall provinces,
which cccalionally are annexed, and {fometimes are fepa-
rated.

The crows of Abyffinia is hereditary, and has always
been fo, in one particular family, fuppoled to be that of
Solomon by the queen of Saba, Negafta Azab, or queen
of the fouth. It is.neverthelelselective in this line ; and
there is no law of the jand, nor coftom, which gives the
eldeft fon an exclufive titie to fucceed to his father. The

ractice has indeed been quite the contrary. When, at the
death of a king, his {fons are old enough to govern, and,
by fome accident, not yet fent prifoners to the mountain,
then the eldeft, or he that is nexr, and not confined, ge-
rally takes poflefion of the throne by the itrength of his
father's friends ; butif no heir is then in the low country,
the choice of the king is always according to the will of
the minifter, which pafles for that of the people; and
his inclination and intereft being to govern, he never
£ails to choofe an infant whom he afterwards direéts, rul-
‘ing the kingdom abfolutely during the minority, which

enerally exhaufts, or is equal to the term of his life.

From this flow all the misfortones of this unhappy
country.. This very defect arifes from a defire to infii-
tute a more than erdinary perfect form of government ;
for the Abyflinians firft pofition was,  Woe he to the
kingdom whofe king is a child ;" and this they know
muft often happen when fucceflion is left to the courfe of
nature. But when there was a choice to be made out
of two hundred perfons, all of the fame family, all ca-
pable of reigning, .it was their own faul, they thought,
if they had not always a prince of proper age and quali-
fication to rule the kingdom, according to the neceffities
of the times, and to preferve the fuccefiion of the family
in the houfe of Solomon, agrecable to the laws of the
land ; but this mode of reafoning experience has proved
fallacious.

The
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The king is anointed with plain o:l 6f'olives, which
being pou:ed upon the crown of his head; he rubs it into
his long hair indecently enough with both his hands, pret-
ty muc% as his foldiers do with theirs. when they get ac.
cefs to plenty of burter. s

The crown is made in the fhape of a priefi’s mitre,
or head-piece ; it isa kind of helmet, covering the king's
forchead, cheeks, and neck. Itis lined with blue rtaf-
fety ; the outfide is half gold and half filver, of the moft
beautiful fillagrane work. The king goes to church re.
gularly, his guards taking pofleflion of every avenue and
door through which he is to pafs, and nobody is allowed
to enter with him, becaufe he is then on foot, excepting
two officers of his bed-chamber who fuppert him.  He
kiffes the threfhold and fide-pofts of the church-door,
the fieps before the altar, and then returns home : fome-
times there is fervice in the church, fometimes there
is'not; but he takes no notice of the .difference. He
rides up ftairs into the prefence chamber on a mule, and
- lights immediately on the carpet before his throne; and

r. Bruce has fometimes {cen great indeeencies commit-
ted by the faid mule in the prefence-chamber, upon a
Perftun carpet.

"The Serach Maflery, an officer {o called, with along
whip, begins cracking and making a noife, worfe than
twenty Irench Poltilions, at the door of the palice be-
fore the dawn of day. This chafes away the hyana and
other wild beafts ; this, too, is the fignal for the king's
rifing, who its in judgment every merning fafting, and
after that, about eight o’clack, he goes to breakfalt.

There ate fix noblemen of the king’s own choofing
whoe are called Baalomaal, or gentlemen of his bed-cham-
ber ; four of thefe are always with him. There is a fe-
venth, who is the chief of thefe,-called Azeleffa ek Ca-
mifha, groom of the robe, or ftole. He is keeper of the
king’s wardrobe, and the firft officer of the bed-cham-
ber.  Thefe officers, the black flaves, and fome others,
fcrvg..him as menial fervants, and are in a degree of
fa;nl:ariry with him anknown to the reft of the f{ub.-
jelts.

When the king fits to confult upon civil matters of
confequence, he is fhut up in a kind of box oppofite 10

the
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the head of the council table. The perfons that deli-
berate fit at the table, and, according to their rank, give
their voices, the youngelt or loweit officer always {peak=
ing firlt. The firlt that give their votes are the Shalaka,
or colonels of the houfeheld-troops. The fecond are
the great- butlers, men that have the charge of the
king’s drink. The third is the Badjerund, or keeper of
that apartment in the palace called tie Jion’s honge ; and
after thefe the keeper of the banqueting-houfe. The next
is called Lika Magwafs, an cfficer that always goes be~
fore the king to hinder the. preflure of the crowd. In
war, when the king is marching, he rides conftantly round
him at a certain diftance, and carries his fhield and his
lance ; at lcalt he carries a lilver fhield, and a lance point-
ed with the fame metal, before fuch kings as do not
choofe to expofe their perfon. No prince ever loft his
life in battle till the coming of the Europeans into Abyf-
finia, when both the excommunicating and murdering of
their fovereigns feem to have been introduced at the
fame time. After the Lika Magwafs comes the Palam-
baras ; after him the Fit-Auraris; then the Gera Kaf-
mati, and the Kanya Kafmati, their names being derived
from their rank or order in encamPing, the one on the
right, the other on the left of the king’s tent; Kanya and
Gera fignifying the right and the left ; after them the
Dakakin Billetana Gueta, or the under chamberlain;
then the fecretary for the king’s commands ; after him
the right and left Azages, or generals; after them Rak
Maffery, after him the bafha, after him Kafmati of
Damot, then of Samen, then Ambhara, and, laft of all,
Tigeé, before ‘whom ftands a gelden cup upon a cu-
fhion, and he is calied Nebrit, as being governor of
Axum, or keeper of the book of the law fuppofed to be
there.
After the governor of Tigré comes the Acab Saat, or
uardian of the fire, and the chief ecclefiaftical officer
of the king’s houlchold. Some have faid, that this officer
was appointed (o attend the king at the time of cating,
and that it was his provinee to order both meat and drink
to be withdrawn whenever he faw the king inclined to

excels.
After
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After the Acab Saat comes the firk mafter of the
houfehold ; then the Betwudet, or Ras; laft of all the
king gives his fentence, which is final, and fends it to the
table, from the balcony where he is then fitting, by the
officer called Kal-Hatzé. ,

We meet in Abyflinia with various ufages, which many
have hitherto thought to be peculiar to thofe ancient na-
tions in which they were firlt obferved; others, not fo
learned, have thought they originated in Abyffinia. Mn,
Bruce firft takes notice of thofe that regard the king and
court,

The kings of Perfia, like thefe we are fpeaking of;
were eligible in one family only, that of the Arfacide,
and it was not till that race failed they chofe Darius.
The title of the kiug of Abyffinia is, King of Kings ; and
fuch Daniel tells us was that of Nebuchadnezzar, The
right of primogeniture does not fo prevail in Abyflinia as
to exclude eleétion in the perfon of the younger brothers,
and this was likewife the cafe in Perfia. ?n Perfia a pre-
ference was underftood to be due to the'king's lawful
children ; but there were inftances of the natural child be-
ing preferred to the law ful one. Darius,tho’ a baftard, was
Ercfcrrcd to Ifogius, Xerxes’s lawful fon, and that merely

y the eleftion of the people, The fame has always obtain-
ed in Abyflinia. A very great part of their kings are
adulterous baftards, others are the rifue of concubines; but
they have been preferred to the crown by the influence of 2
party, always under the name of the Voice of the People.

Though the Perfan kings had various palaces, to
which they removed at different times in the year, Pafa-
garda, the metropolis of their ancient kings, was ob-
ferved as the only place for their coronation; and this, too,
was the cafe of Abyflinia with their metropolis of Axum.

The next remarkable ceremony in which thefe two
nations agreed, is that of adoration, inviolably obferved
in Abyfiinia to this day, as often as you enter the fover-
cign’s prefence.  This is not only kneeling, but an ab-
folate proftration, You firfr fall upon your kuees,
then upon the palms of your hands, then mcline your
head and body till your forehead touch the earth;
and, in cafe you have an anfwer to expeét, you lic in
that pofture nll the king, or fomebody from him, defires -

4 you
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you to rife. This, too, was the cuftom of Perfia; Ar.
rian fays this was firft inftituted by Cyrus, and this was
precifely the pofture in which they adored God, men-
tioned in the book of Exodus.

It is the conftant pradtice in Abyflinia to befet the
king's doors and windows within his hearing, aund there,
from early morning to might, to ery for juftice as loud
as poffible, in a diftrefled and complaining tone,. and in
all the different languages fhey are mafters of, in or-
der to their being admitted to have their fuppoled
grievances heard.  In a country fo ill governed as
Abyflinia is, and fo perpetually involvea in war, it may
be eafily fuppoled there is no want of people, who have
real injuries and violence to complain of: But if it were
not {o, this is fo much the conftant ufage, that when it
happens (as in the midft of the rainy fealon) that few
people can approach the capital, or fland without in fuch
bad weather, a fet of vagrants are provided, maintaioed,
and paid, ‘whofe fole bulinefs it is to cry and lament,
as ifpthcy had been really very much injured and op-
preffed ; and this they tell you is for the king’s honour,
that he may not be lonely by the palace being too quiet.
This, of all their abfurd cuftoms, was the moft grievous and
troublefome to Mr. Bruce. Sometimes, while Mr. Bruce
was bufy in his rcom in the rainy feafon, there would
be four or five hundred people, who all at cnce would
begin, fome roaring and crying, as if they were in pain,
others demanding juftice, as if they were that moment {uf-
fering, or if in the inftant to be put to death ; and fome
groaning and fobbing as if jult expiring ; and this horrid
fymphony was fo artfully performed, that no ear could
diffinguifh but that it proceeded from real difirefs. Mr..
Bruce was often fo furprifed as to fend the {oldiers at
the door to bring in one of them, thinking him come
from the country, to examine who had injured him;
many a time he was a fervant of his own, or fome other
equally known; or, if he was a ftranger, upon afking
him what misfortune had befallen him, he wonld anfwer
very compofedly, Nothing was the matter with him;
that he had been fleeping all day with the horfes ; that
hearing from the feldiers at the door that he, Mz, Bruce,

was
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was retired to his apartment, he and his companions had
come to cry and make a noife under his window, to do
him hansur before the people, for fear he fhould be melan-
choly, by being too quiet when alone; and therefore
hoped that he would order them drink, that they might
continue with a little more {pirit. The violent anger
which this often put him into did not fail to be
unctually reported to the king, at which he would
{;ugh heartily ; and he himfcl?was often hid not far
?ﬂ', for the fake of being a fpeciator of his heavy difplea-
ure.
Xerxes, being about to declare war againft the Greeks,
affembled all the principal chiefs of Afia in council.
“That I may not, fays he, be thought to aé only by
my own judgment, 1 have called you together. At the
fame time, 1 think proper to intimate to you, that it is
your cuty to obey my will, rather than enter into any
deliberation or remonftrances of your own.”

We will now compare fome particulars, the drefs and
ornaments of the two kings. The king of Abyflinia
wears his hair long; fo did the ancient kings of Perfia,
A comet had appeared in the war with Perha, and was
locked upon by the Romans as a bad emen.  Velpafan
laughed at it, and faid, if it portended any ill it was 1o
the king of Perfia, becaufe, /ife Aim, it wore long hair.

The diadem was, with the Perfians, a mark of royalty,
as with the Abyf{linians, being compoftd of the lame ma-
terials, and worn in the fame manner. The king of
Abyflinia wears it, while marching, as a mark of fuve-
reignty, that does not impede or incommode him, asany
cther heavier ornament would do, efpeciaily in hot wea-
ther.  This fillet furrcands his head ‘shove the La'r,
leaving the crown perfeéily uncovered. It iswi offence
of the firfl magnitude for any perfon, at this time, to wear
any thing upoa his Lead, efpecially white, unlefls for

ahometans, who wear caps, and cver them a large
white turban ; or for priefls, who wear large turbans of
muflin alfi, This was the d'adem of the Perfiane, as
appears from Lucian who calls it 2 white fillet about the
forehead, The kings of Abyfiinia anciently fat upon a gold
throne, which is a large, convenient, oblong, {quare {.at,
like a {mall Lelftead, covered with Perfian carpets, da-

mafk,
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malk, and cloth of gold, with fteps leading up to it. It
is ftill richly gilded; but the many revolutions and wars
have much abridged their ancient magnificence, It is,
in Abyflinia, high-treafon, to fit upon any feat of the
king's ; and he that prefumed to do this would be in-
ftantly hewn to pieces, if there was not fome other col-
latral proof of his being a madmen.

It is probable that Alexander had heard of this law
in Perfia, and difapproved of it; for one day, it being
extremely cold, the king, fitting in his chair before the
fire, warming his legs, faw a foldier, probably a Perfian,
who had loft his feeling by extreme numbnefs. The king
immediately leaped from his chair, and ordered the fol-
dier to be fet down upon it. The fire foon brought him
to his fenfes, but he had almoft loft them again with fear,
by finding himfelf in the king’s feat. To whom Alex-
ander faid, * Remember, and diftinguifh, how much
more advantageous to man my government is than that
of the kings of Perfia. By fitting down on my feat,

ou have faved your life ; by fitting on theirs, you would
infallibly have loft it.””

In Abyfiinia it is confidered as a fundamental law of
the land, that none of the royal family, who has any de-
formity or bodily defect, {hall be allowed to fucceed to
the crown; and, for this purpofe, any of the princes,
who may have efcaped from the mountain of Wechng,
and who are afterwards taken, are mutilated in fome of

- their members, that thus they may be difqualified from
ever fucceeding. In Perfia the fame was obferved. Pro-
copius tells us, that Zames, the fon of Cabades, was
excluded from the throne becaufe he was blind of one
eve, the law of Perfia prohibiting any perfon that had a
bodily defect to be eleted king.

The kings of Abyilinia were feldom feen by the peo-
ple. This abfurd ufage gave rife to many abufes.” In
Perfia it producpd two officers, who were called the king’s
eyes, and the king’s ear, and who had the dangerous em-
ployment, Mr. Bruce means dangerous for the fubjeét,
of feeing and hearing for their fovereign. In Abyffinia
it created an officer called the king's mouth, or voice,
for, being feen by nobody, he fpoke of courfe in the

third
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third perfon, Hear wlat the king fays to you, which is
the ufual form of all regal mandates in Abyffinia, and .
what follows has the force of law. ~

Solemn hunting matches were always in ufe both with
the kings of Abyflinia and thofe of Perfia.  In both king-
doms it was a crime for a f{ubject to firike the game tﬁl
fuch time as the king had thrown his fance at it. "This
abfurd cuftom was repealed by Artaxerxes Longimdhus
in one kingdom, and by Yafous the Great in the other,
fo late as the beginning of the laft century.

The kings of Abyfinia are above all laws. “They are
fupreme in all caufes ecclefiaftical and civil; the iand and
perfons of their fubje@ts are equally their property, and
every inhabitant of their kin gnm is born their flave ; if
he bears a higher rank it is by the king's gift; for his
neareft relations are accounted nothing better.  The fume
obtained in Berfia.

There are feveral kinds of bread in Abyfiinia, fome
of different forts of teff, and fome of tocuffo, which
alfo vary in quality. ‘The king of Abyflinia ears of
wheat bread, though not of every wheat, but of that only
that grows in the province of Dembea, therefure called
the king’s food. It always has been, and ftill s the cuf-
tom of the kings of Abyflinia, to marry what number
of wives they cgf'loul'c; that thefe were not, therefore, all
queens; but that among them there was one who was
confidered particularly as queen, and upon her head was
placed the crown, and fhe was called Ircghé, Thus, in
Perfia, we read that Ahafuerus loved Efther, who had
found grace in his fight more than the other virgins, and
he had placed a goldgen crown upon her head. And Jo-
fephus informs us, that when Efther. was brought before
the king, he was exceedingly delighted with her, and
made her his lawful wife, and when fhe came into the
palace he put a crown upon her head : whgtl_lcr placing
the crown upon the queen’s head had any civil effelt as
to regency in Perfia, as it had in Abyffinia, is what hif-
tory does not inform us.

The king of Abyflinia never is feen to walk, nor to
fet ‘his foot upon the ground, out of his palace; and
when he would difmount from the horfe or mule on
whi ch he rides, he has a fervant with a ftool, who places

¥
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it properly for him for that purpofe. He rides into the
anti-chamber to the foot of his throne, or to the ftool
placed in the alcove of his tent. He very often judges
capital crimes himfelf. No man is condemned by the
king in pcrfu_n to die for the firlt fault, unlefs the crime
be of a horrid nature, fuch as parricide or facrilege.
And, in general, _thc life a[\d merits of the prifoner are
weighed againft his immediate guilt; fo that if his firlt
behaviour has had more merit towards the ftate than his
prefent delinquency is thought to have injured it, the
one is placed fairly againft the other, and the aceufed
is generally abfolved when the fovereign judges alone.
Darius had condemned Sandoces, one of the king's
judges, to be crucified for corruption, that is, for hav-
ing given falle judgment for a bribe. Thke man was
already hung up on the crofs, when the king, confider-
ing with himfelf how many good fefvices he had done,
previous to this, the only offence which he had commit=
ted, ordered him to be pardoned.

The Perfian king, in ail expeditions, was attended by
judges. We find in Herodotus, that, in the expedition of
Cambyfcs, ten of the principal Egyptians were condem-
ned to die by thefe judges for every Perfian that had

=en {lain by the people of Memphis.  Six judges always -
attend the king of Abyflinia to the camp, and, before
them, rebels taken on the field are tried and punifhed on
the fpot. People that the king diftinguithed by favour, or
for any public aftion, were in both kingdoms prefented
with gold chains, fwords, and bracclets. ‘Thefe in
Abyflinia are underftood to be chiefly rewards of milita-
ry fervice; yet Poncet received a gold chain [rom Ya-
fous the Great. The day before the battle of Serbraxos,
Ayton Engedan received a filver bridle and fuddle, co-
vered with filver plates, from Ras Michacl.

In Abyflinia, when the prifoner is conderaned in capi-
tal cafes, heis not again remitted to prifon, which is
thou%l‘.t cruel, but he 1s immediately carried away, and
the fentence executed upon him. ~Abba Salama, the
Acab Saat, was condemned by the king the m- rning ke
entered Gondar, on his return from Tigré, and immedi-
ately hanged, inthe garment of a prieft, on atree at the
door of the king’s palace. Chremaiion, brother to ‘the

ufarper
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afurper Socinios, was executed that fame morning : Gue-
bra Denghel, Ras Michael’s fon-in-law, was iicewifc
executed that fame day, immediately after judgment ;
and fo were feveral others. The fame was the pra@ice
in Perfia, as we learn from Xenophon, and more plainly
from Diodorus.

The capital punifhments, in Abyflinia, are the crofs,
Socinios firlt ordered Arzo, his competitor, who had
fled for affitance and refuge to Phineas king of the Fa-
lafha, to be crucified without the camp. We find the
fame punithment inflited by Artaxerxcs upon Haman,
who was ordered to be affixed to the crofs till he died.

The next capital punifhment is flaying alive. That
this barbarous exccution ftill prevails in Abyflinia is
proved by the fate of the unfortunate Woofheka, taken
prifoner in the campaign of 1769, while Mr. Bruce was
in Abyffinia; a facrifice made to the vengeance of the
beautiful Ozoro Efther, who, kind and humane as fhe
was in other refpedts, could receive no atencment for the
death of her hutband.

Lapidation, or floning to death, is the next capital
punifhment in Abyflinia. This is chiefly infliGted upon
ftrangers called Franks, for religious caufes. The ca-
tholic prielts in Abyf{linia that have been dete@ed there,
in thele latter days, have been ftoned to death, and their
bodies lie ftill in the ftreets of Gondar, in the fquares or
waite-places. covered with the heaps of ftone which ac-
cafioned their death by being thrown at them. There
are three of thefe heaps at the church of Abbo, all co-
vering Francifcan friars; and, befides them, a fmall
pyramid over a boy who was {toned to death with them,
about the firft year of the reign of David the IV. In
Perfia we find, that Pagorafus {according to Crefias) was
ftoned to death by the order of the king ; and the faze
author fays, that’ Pharnacyas, ane of the murderers of
Xerxes, was ftoned to death likewife.

Among capital punithments may be rcckoned like-
wife the plucking ot of the eyes, a cruelty which Mr,
Bruce had but too oiten feen committed in the (hort ftay
he made in Abyf{linia. This is generaily inflicted upon re.
I)c!s. After the flaughter of the battle of TFagitta, twelve
chiefs of the Pagan Galla, taken prifoneis by Ras Mi-
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chael, had their eyes torn out, and were afterwards a.
bandoned to ftarve in the valleys below the town. Se-
veral prifoners of another rank, ncblemen of Tigré,
underwent the fame misfortune ; and, what is wenders
ful, not one of them died in the operation, nor its con-
fequences, though performed in the coarfeft ‘manner
with an iron forceps, or pincers.

The dead bodies of criminals flain for treafon, mur—
der, and violence, on the high-way at certain times,
are feldom buried in Abyflinia. The ftreets of Gondar
are ftrewed with pieces of their carcafes, which bring the
wild beafts in multitudes into the city as {oon as it be-
comes dark, fo that it is fearcely fafe for any one to
walk in the night. The dogs ufed to bring pieces of
human bodies into the houfe,and court-yard, to eat them
in greater fecurity.

Notwithitanding the Abyflinians were fo anciently
and nearly conneéted with Egypt, they never feem to have
made ufe of paper, or papyrus, but imitated the praétice
of the Perfians, who wrote upon {kins, and they do fo
to this day. This arifes from their having early been
Jews. In Parthia, likewife, Pliny informs us, the ufe of
papyrus was abfolutely unknown; and though it was
dilcovered that papyrus grew in the Euphrates, near Ba-
bylon, of which they could make paper, they obftinately
rather chofe to adhere to their ancient caftom of weav-
ing their Jetters on cloth, of which they made their gar-
ments. The Perfians, moreover, made ufe of parch-
ment for their records, to which all their remarkable
tranfaétions were trufted; and to this it is probably owing
we have fo many of their cuftoms preferved to this day.

From this great refemblance in cuftoms between the
Perfians and Abyflinians, following the fafhionable way
of judging about the origin of nations, one fhould bold-
ly conclude, that the Abyflinians were a colony of Per-
fians; but this is very well known to be without foun-
datlpn. The cuftoms, mentioned as only peculiar to
Perfia, were common to all the caft ; and they were
loft when thofe countries were over-run and conquered
by thofe who introduced barbarous cuftoms of their own.
The reafon why we have fo much left of the Perfian
cuftoms is, that they were written, and {o not liable to
alteration ; and, being on parchment, did alfo contri-

bute
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bute to their prefervation. The hiftory: which treats
of thofe ancient and polifhed nations has preferved few
fragments of their manners entirc from the ruins of -
time ; while Abyflinia, at'war with nobody, or at war
with itfelf only, has preferved the ancient cuftoms
which it enjoyed in common with all the eaft, and which
were only loft in other kingdoms by the invafion of
ftrangcrs,' a misfortune Abyfiinia has never fuffered fince
the introduétion of letters.

"The old Egyptians, as we are told by facred feripture,
did not cat with ferangers ; but perhaps the obfervation
is extended farther than ever feripture meant. ‘The in-
ftance given of Jofeph's brethren not being allowed to
cat with the Egyptians was, becaufe Jofeph had told
Pharach that his brethren, and Jacob his father, were
fhepherds, that he might get from the Egyptians the
land of Gofhen, a land, as the name imports, of paf-
turage and grafs, which the Nile never overflowed, and
it was therefore in pofleflion of the fhepherds. Now the
fhepherds, we are rold, were the direét natural enemies
of the Egyptians who live in towns. The fhepherds
alfo facrificed the god whom the Egyptians worfhipped,
~ 'The Egytians worfhipped the cow, and the lh_ep{lerds-
lived upon her flefh, which made them a feparate people,
that could not eat nor communicate together; and the
very kifowledge of this was, as we are informed by
feripture, the reafon why Jofeph told Pharaoh, when he
atked him what profeffion his brethren were of, « Your
fervanes, (fays Jolcph) are fhepherds, and their employ-
ment the feeding of cattle;’” and this was given out,
that the Iand of Gofhen might be allottéd to them, and
fo they and their defcendents Le kept feparate from the
Egyptians, and not expofed to minﬁle in their abomi-
nations; or, though they had abftained from thofe abomi-
nations, they could not kill cattle for facrifice or for
food. They would have raifed ill-will againft them-
{elves, and, as Mofes fays, would have been ftoned,
and {o the end of bringing them to Gofhen would have
been fruftrated, which was to nurfe them in a plentiful
land, in peace and fecurity, till they (hould attain to
be a mighty people, capable of fubduing and filling the
land to which, at the end of their captivity, God was
to Jead them, - :

L The
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The Aby[inians neither eat nor drink with ftrangers
though they have no reafon for this ; and it is now z;
mere prejudice, becaufe the old occafion for this regu-
lation is loft. They break, or purify, however, every
veflel a frranger of any kind fhall ate or drank in. The
cufton then is copied from the Egyprians, and they
have preferved it, though the Egyptian reafon does no
longer hold. :

The Egyptians made no account of the mother what
her {tate was ; if the father was free, the child followed
the condition of the father. This is ftriéily fo in Abyf
finia. . The king's child by a negro-flave, bought with
money, or taken in war, 15 as near in fucceeding to the
crown, as any one of twenty children that he has older
than that one, and born of the nobleft women of the
country.

The men in Egypt did neither buy nor fell; the fame
is thecafe in Abyffinia at this day. It is infamy for a
man to go tn market to buy any thing. He cannot
carry water or bake bread ; but he muft wath the cloaths
belonging to both fexes, and, in this funétion, the
women cannot help kim. In Abyflinia the men carried
their burdens on their heads, the women on their
fhoulders, and this diference, we are told, obtained in
Egypt. It is plain, that this buying, in the public
market, by women, muft have ended whenever jealoufy
or fequeftration of that fex began; for this reafon it
ended early in Egypt; but, for the oppolite reafon, it
fubfifts in Abyflinia to this day. It was a fort of im-
piety in Egypt to cat a calf; and the reafon was plain,
they worfhipped the cow. In Abyflinia, to this day,
no man eats veal, although every one very willingly
eats a cow. The Egyptian reafon no longer fubfifts as
in the former cafe, but the prejudice remains, though
they have forgotten their reafon.

The Abyflinians eat no wild or water-fowl, not even
the goofe, which was a great delicacy in Egypt. The
reafon of this is, that, upon their converfion to Ju-
daifm, they were forced to relinquifh their ancient
municipal cuftoms, as far as they were contrary to the
Mofaical law ; and the animals, in their country, not
corrcfp:mding in form, kind, or name, with thofe
mentioned in the Septuagint, or original Hebrew, it

: : has
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bas followed, that there are many of each clafs that
know not whether they are clean or not ; and a wonder-
ful confufion and uncertainty has followed through ig-
norance or miftake, being unwilling to violate the law
in any one inftance through not underftanding ir.

Mzr. Bruce has mentioned, in the courle of the nar-
rative of his journey from Mafuah, that, at a fmall di-
ance from Axum, he overtook on the way three travel-
lers, who feemed to be foldiers, driving a cow before
them. They halted at a brook. threw down the bealt,
and one of them cut a pretty large collop of ficth from
its buttocks, after which they drove the cow genily on
as before. A violent out-cry was raifed in England at
hearing this circumitance, which they did not hefitate
to pronounce mpofible, when the manncrs andrcvuﬂoms
of Abyflinia were to them utterly unknown. The Je-
fuits, ~eftablilhed in Abyflinia for above a hundred
years, had told them of that people eating, what they
call raw meat, in every page, and yet they were igno-
Tant of this.

. 1t muft be from prejudice alone we condemn the cat-
mg of raw fleth; no precept, divine or human, forbids
1t; and if it be true, as later travellers have difcovered,
that there are nations ignorant of the ufe of fire, any
law againft eating raw lﬁzw could never have been in-
tended by Cod as obligatory upon mankind in general,
At any rate, it is certainly not clearly known, whether
the cating raw flefh was not an earlier and more general
pradtice than by preparing it with fire ; many wife-and
learned men have doubted, whether it was ac figft per-
mitted to man to eat animal food atall. God, the au-
thor of life, and the befl judge of what was proper to
maintain ir, gave this regimen to our firlt parents—
“ Behold, I have given you every kerb bearing feed,
which is upon the face of all the'earth, and every tree,
i the which is the fruit of a tree yielding feed: to you
it fhall be for meat.” And though, immediately after,
he mentiens both beafts and fowls, and every thing that
creepeth upon the earth, he does not fay that he has
defigned any of thefe as meat for man. On the contra-
ry, he feems to have intended the vegetable creation as
tood for both man a:d beat—* And to every bealt of
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the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every
thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is hfe,
1 have given every green herl for meat : and it was fo0.”
After the flood, when mankind began to repoflefs the
earth, God gave Noah a much more entenfive permiffion.
« Every moving thing that liveth fhall be meat for you ;
even as the green herb have I given you all things.” P

Saul’s army, after a battle, fleaw, that is, fell voracioufly
upon the cattle they had taken, and threw them upon
the ground to cut off their fleth, and eat them raw, fo
that the army was defiled by eating blood, or living ani-
mals. To prevent this, Saul c:m%cd to be rolled to him
a great ftore, and ordered thofe that killed their oxen
to cut their throats upon that ftone. ‘This was the only
lawfu] way of killing animals for food ; the tying of the
ox and throwing it upon the ground was not permitted
as equivalent, ‘The Ifraclites did probably in that cafe,
as the Abyflinians do at this day ; they cut a part of its
throut, fo that blood might be {een upon the ground, but
nothing mortal to the animal followed from that wound.
But, after laying his head upon a large ftone, and cutting
his throat, the b?ond fell from on high, or was poured on
the ground like water, and fuflicient evidence appeared
the creature was dead before it was attempted to eat
it. We have feen that the Abyflinians came from Pa-
leftine a very few years after this; and we are not to
doubt that they then carried with them this, with many
other Jewifh cuftoms, which they have continued to this
day.

y(.,‘onﬁftent with the plan of this work, which is to
deforibe the manners of the leveral nations through
which Mr. Bruce pafled, good and bad, as he obferved
them, he fays he cannot avoid giving fome account of
this Polyphemus banquet, as far as decency will permit
him it is part of the hiftory of a barbarous people ; and
'f\.lf[r_ Bruce fays, however he might wifh it, he cannot de-
cline it. :

In the capital, where one is fafe from furprife at all
times, or in the country or villages, when the rains have
become fo conftant that the valleys will not bear a horfe
to pafs them, or that men cannot venture far from home,
through fear of being furrounded and fwept away by

temporary
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temporary torrents, occafioned by fudden fhowers an the
mountains ; in a word, when a man can fay he is fufc at
home, and the fpear and fhleld is hung n£ in the hall, 2
number of people of the beft fafhion in the villages, of
both fexes, courtiers in the palace, or citizens in the
town, meet together to dine _bclween twelve and cne
o’clock. A long table is for in the middle of a large
room, and benches befide it for a number of gueits
who are invited. Tables and benches the Portugueze in-
troduced amongft them; bat bull bides, fpread upon the
ground, ferved them before, as they now do in the camp
and country. A cow or bull, one or more, as the com-
pany is numerous, is brought clofe to the door, and .ht:'.i
feet ftrongly tied. The {kin that hangs down under his
chin and throat, is cut only fo deep as to arrive at the
fat, of which it totally confifis, and, by the feparat on of
a few {mall blood-veflels, fix or leven drops of blood
only fall upon the ground. They have no {frone, bench,
nor altar upon which thefe cruel aflafins lay the ani-
mal’s head 1n this operation. Mr. Bruce begs his pardon
indeed for calling him 2n affaflin, as he is not {fo merciful
as to aim at the life, but, on the contrary, to keep the
beaft alive till he be nearly eaten up. Having fatished
the Mofaical law, according to his conception, by pour.
ing thefe fix or feven drois upon the ground, two or
more of them fall to work; on the back of the beaft,
and on each fide of the fpine they cut fkin-deep; then
Euning their fingers between the deth and the jkin, they

egin to {trip the hide of the animal half way down his
ribs, and fo on to the buttock, cutting the fkin wherever
it hinders them commodioufly to {trip the poor animal
bare. All the flefh on the buttocks is then cut off, and
in folid, fquare picces, without bones, or much effufion
of blood ; and the prodigious noife the animal makes is a
fignal for the company to fit down to table.

"There are then laid before every gueft, inftead of plates,
round cakes, if they may be fo called, about twice as
big as a pan-cake, and fomething thicker and tougher.
It is unleavened bread of a fourith tafte, far from be-
ing difagreeable, and very ealily digefted, made of a grain
called teff. It is of different colours, from black to
the colour-of the whiteft wheat-bread, 'Three or four of

Ls thele



222 SHAW’s ABRIDGEMENT OF

thefe cakes are generaily put uppermoft, for the food
. of 'the perfon oppofite to whofe feat they are placed.
Beneath thefe are four or five of ordinary bread, and of a
blackifh kind. Thefe ferve the mafter to wipe his fingers
wpon, and afterwards the fervant for bread to his din-
ner. Two or three fervants then come, each with a
fyuare piece of beef in their bare hands, laying it upon
the cakes of teff, placed like difhes down the table,
without cloth or any thing elfe beneath them. By this
time all the guefts have knives in their hands, and their
men have the large creoked ones, which they put to all
forts of ufes during the time of war.  The women have
{fmall clalped knives, fuch as the worft of the kind
mace at Bipmingham, fold for a penny cach, 'The com-
pany are fo ranged that one man fits between two wo-
men; the man with his long knife cnts a thin picce, which
would be thought a good beef-fteak in England, while
you {ze the motion ot the fibres yet perfeéily diftinét,
and alive in the flefh. No man in Abyflinia, of any
fafhion wharever, feeds himfelf, or touches his own meat,
‘T'he women take the ftezk and cut it langth-ways like
firings, about the thicknefs of a liitle finger, then crofs-
_ways into fquare pieces, fomething f{maller than dice.
“This they fay upon a piecce of the teff bread, ftrongly
powdered with black pepper, or Cayenne pepper, and
foihle-falt; they then wrap it up in teff bread like a
cartridge. -

In the mean time, the man having put uvp his knife,
with each hand refting upon his neighbour’s knee, his
hody ftooping, his head low and forward, and mouth
open very like an idict, he turns to the one whofe car-
tridge is firlt ready, who fluffs the whole of it into his
mounth, which is fo full that he is in corflant daneer of
being choaked,  This is a mark of grandeur. ° The
greater the man would feem to be, the larger piece he
takes in his mouth; and the more noife he makes m
chewing it, the more polite he is thought to be. They
have, indeed, a proverb that fays, < Beggarsand thicves
Oﬂ]_V cat fmall pieccs, or without ma].;ing a noife.”
Having difpatched this morfel, which he does very ex-
peditioudly, his next female neighbour bolds furth ano-
ther careridge, which goes the fame way, and fo on'¢ill
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Re is fatisfied. He never drinks till lie Ras finifhed eat-
ing ; and, before he begins, in gratitude to the fair one
that fed him, he makes up two fmall rolls of the fame
kind and form ; each of his neighbours open their mouths
at the fame time, while with each hand he puts their
portion into their moaths. He then falls to drinking
out of a large handfome horn: the ladies eat till they are
fatisfied, and then all drink together. A grear deal of
mirth and joke goes round, very feldom with any mix-
ture of acrimony or ill-humour.

During all this time, the unfortanate vifim  at the
door is bleeding indead, but bleeding litile.  As Jong as
they can cut off the flefh from bhis bones, they do not
meddle with the thighs, or the partswhere the great arte-
ries are. At laft, they fall upon the thighs likewife; and
foon after the animal, bleeding to death, becomes fo
tough that the canibals, who have the reft of it 1o ea,
find very hard work to feparate the flefh from the boncs
with their teeth like dogs.

In the mean time, thofe within are very much elevated;
love Jights all its fires, and every thing is permitted with
ablolute freedom. There is no coynefs, no délays, no
need of appointments or retirement, to gratify their
wifhes ; there are no rcoms but one, in whici they facri-
fice both to Bacchus and to Venus, -

Although we read from the Jefuits a great deal abont
marriage and polygamy, yet there is ncthing which may
be averred more truly, than that there is no fuch thing
as marriage in Abyifinia, unlefs that which is contraéted
by mutual confent, without other form, fubfifting only
1l diffolved by diffent of one or other, 2nd to be rencw-
ed or repeated as often as it is agreeable to both parties,
who, when they pleafe, cohabit together again as man
and wife, after having been divorced, had children by
others, or whether they have been married, or had chil-
dren with others or not.  Mr. Bruce remembers to have
once been at Kofcam in prefence of the Iteghe, when,
in the circle, there was a woman of great quality,
and feven men who had all been her hufbands, nene
of whom was the happy fpoufe at that time.

" Upon feparation they divide the children, The eldeft
fon falls to the mother's firft choice, and the eldeft
L4 daughter
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daughter to the father. If there be but one daughter,
and all the reft fons, fhe is afligned to the father. It
there be but one fon, and all the reft daughters, he is the
right of the mother. 1f the numbers are unequal after
the firlt elediion, the reft are divided by lot, There is
no fuch diftinétion as legitimate and illegitimate children
from the king to the beggar ; for fuppoling any one of
their marriages valid, all the iffue of the reft maft be adul-
terous baftards,

Ras Michael one day afked Mr. Bruce, before Abba
Salama, (the Acab Saat) whetter fuch things as thefe
promifcucus marriages and diverces were permitted and
praftifed in his country ¢ He excufed himfelf till he was
no lopger able; and, upon his infifling, he was obliged
to anfwer, that even if fcripture had not forbidden it,
as Chriftians, as Englifhmen, the law reftrained them
from fuch prafices, by declaring polygamy felony, or
punifhable Ey death.

The king in his marriage ufes no other ceremony than
this: He fends an Azage to the houfe where the lady
lives, where the officer announces to her, Itis the king’s

leafure that fhe fhould remove inftantly to the palace.
ghe then dreffes herfelf in the beft manner, and imme-
diately obeys. Thenceforward he afligns her an apart.
ment in the palace, and gives her a houfe elfewhere in
any part fhe cliufes. Then, when he makes her Iteghé,
it feems to be the neareft refemblance to marriage ; for,
whether in the court or the camp, he orders one of the
judges to pronounce in his prefence, that he, the king,
has chofen his hand-maid, naming her for his queen ; upon
which the crown is pu upon her head, but fhe is not
anointed.

T he crown being hereditary in one family, but ele@ive
in the perfon, and polygamy being permitted, muft have
multipﬁcd thefe heirs very much, and produced conftant
difputes, fo that it was found neceffary to_provide a re-
medy for the anarchy and effufion of royal blood, which
. was otherwile inevitably to follow. The remedy was a
humane and gentle one, they were confined in a good cli-
mate upon a bigh mountain, and maiatained there at the
public expence. 'They are there taught to read and
write, but nothing elfe; 750 cloths for wrapping round

them,
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them, 3000 ounces of gold, which is 30,000 dollars, or
crowns, are allowed by the ftate for their maintenance,
Thefe princes are hardly ufed; and, in troublefome times,
often put to death upon the {mallet mifinformation,
While Mr. Bruce was in Abyflinia, their revenue was fo
grofsly mifapplied, that fome of them were faid to have
died with hunger and of cold, by the avarice and hard-
heartednels of Michael neglecting to furnith them neceft
faries, Nor had the king, as far as ever Mr. Bruce
could: dilcern, that fellow-feeling one would have ex-
]):&td from a prince refcued from that very fituation
himfelf; however that be, and however diftrefling the
fituation of thofe princes, we cannot but be fatisfied with -
it when we look to the neighbouring kingdonL of Sennaar,
or Nubia. 'There no mountain is trufted with the con-
finement of their princes; but, as foon as the father dies,
the throats of all the collaterals, and all their defcendants,
that can be laid hold of are cut ; and this is the cafe with
all the black ftates in the defert weft of Sennaar, Dar
Fowr, Sel¢, and Bagirma. .

In fpeaking of the military force of this kingdom,
great exaggerations have been ufed. The largeﬂ army
that ever was in the field, was that in the rebellion before
the battle of Serbraxos. When they firft encamped upon
the lake T'zana, the rebel army altogether might amount
to about 50,000 men. In about a fortnight afterwards,
Many hacfdcfcr:ed; and Mr. Brace does not think (for
he fpeaks only by hgarfay) that, when the king marched
out of Gondar, they were then above go,sc0. When
Gojam joined, and it was known that Michael and his
army increafed to above 60,000 men; cowards and
brave, old and young, veteran foldiers and blackguards,
all came to be fpetatars of that defirable event, which
many of the wifelt had delpaired of living to fee. The
king’s army, perhaps, never amounted to 26,000 men ;
and, by defertion and other caufes, when they retreated
to Gondar, Mr, Bruce does not fuppofe the army was
16,000, moftly from the province of Tigré. Fahl; in-
deed, had not joined ; and putting his army of 12,000
men, it does not appear, that any king of Abyflinia
ever commanded 40,00 effeflive men at any time, or
wpon any caufe whatever, exclufive of his houfehold troops,

5 Their
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Their ftandards are large flaves, {urmounted at the
top with a hollow ball ; below this is a tube in which
the ftaff is fixed; and immediately below the ball, a
narrow ftripe of filk made forked, or fwallow-tailed, like
a vane, and feldom much broader. The frandards of
the infantry have their flags painted two colours crofs-
ways—vyellow, white, red, or green. The horfe have
all a lion upon their flag, fome a red; fome a green, and
fome a white lion. The black horfe have a yellow lion,
and over it a white ftar upon a red flag, alluding to
two prophecies, the one, * Judah is a young lion,”
and the other, ** 'There fhall come a {tar out of Judah.”
This had been difcontinued for want of cloth till the war
of Begemder, when a large piece was found in Joas’s
wardrobe, and was thought a certain omen of his viétory,
and of a long and vigorous reign. This piece of cloth
was faid to have been brought from Cairo by Yafous II.
for the campaign of Sennaar, and, with the other fiand-
ards and colours, was furrendered to the rcbels when the
king was made prifoner. :
~ The king’s houfchold troops fhould confift of about
8coo infantry, zoco of which carry firelocks, and fupply
" the place of archers; bows have been laid afide for near a
hundred years, and aré only now ufed by the Waito
Shangalla, and fome other barbarous inconfiderable na-
© tions. Thefe troops are divided into four companies,
each under an officer called Shalaka, which anfwers to
our coloncl. “Every twenty men have an officer, every
fifty a fecond, and every hundred a third ; that is, every,
twenty have one officerswho commands them, but is coma
manded likewif¢ by an officer who commands the fifty ;
fo that there are three officers who command fifty
‘men, {ix ccmmand a hundred, and thirty command
five hundred, over whom is the Shalaka ; and this body
they. call Bet, which fignifies a houfe, or apartment, be-
caufe each of them goes by the name of one of the ki},g»s'
apartments. For example, there is an apartment called
Anbafa Bet, or the liox's honfe, and a regiment carrying
that name has the charge of it, and their duty is at that
apartment, or that part of the palace where it is; there
is another called Jan Bet, or the elephant’s houfe, that
gives the name to asother regiment; another called Werk

" Sacala,
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ther corps; and fo on with the reft. 2

There are four reziments, that feldom, if ever,amount-
ed to 1600 men, wlich depend alone upon the kina, and
are all foreigners, at lealt the officers; thefe have the
charge ot his parfon while in the field. 'In times, when
the king is out of leading-ftrings, they amount to four or
five thoufand, and then opprefls the country, for they
have great privileges. At times when the ]ging's hands
are weuk, they are kept incomplete out of fear and jea-
loufy. : :

Before the king marches, three proclamations are
made. 'The firt'is, ¢ Buy your mules; get ready your
provifion, and pay your fervants; for, afrer fuch a day,
they that feck me here fhall not find me.” The fe-
cond is about a week after, or according as the exigency
is prefiing ; this is, ¢ Cut down the kantuffain the tour
quarters of the world, for I do not know where 1 am
going.”’  This kantuffa is a terrible thorn which very
much moleils the king and nobility in their march, by
taking hold of their long ha'r, and the cotion cloth
they are wrapped in. ‘T'he third and lait proclamation
is, “I am encamped uj v« the Angrab, or Kahha; he
that does not join me there, I will chattile him for
faven years.” = Mr. Bruce was lonz in doubt what
this term of feven years meant, till he recolletied the
Jjubilee-year of the Jews, with whom feven years was
a prefcription of offences, debts, and all trefpaies.

‘The rains generally ccafe the eighth of September;
a fickly feafon follows till they begin agam about the
zoth of O¢tober; they then continue pretty. conftant,
but moderate in qu.-miiw, 1ill Hedar S5t. Wichael, the
cighth of Navember. All Epidemic dieafes ceale with
the end of thefe rains, and 1t is then the armies begin
to march, 2 }

Mr. Bruce next proceeds to fpeak of the flate of
religion in Abyflinia, where there are more churches
than in any other country; and, though it is very
mountainous, and confeguently the view much obftrue-
ted, it is very feldom you fee lefs’ than five or {ix ehurches,
and, if. you are on a commanding ground, five times
that number, Every great man that dics thinks he has

L atoned

Sacala, or the gold houfr, which gives its nime to ano-
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atoned for all his wickednefs if he leaves a fund to build
achurch, or has built onc in his lifetime. "The king
builds many. Wherever a viftory is gained, there a
church is ere@ed in the very field ftinking with the pu-
trid bodies of the flain. Formerly this was only the
cale when the enemy was Pagan or Infidel; now the
fame is obferved when the viGtories are over Chriftians.
"The fituation of a church is always chofen near running
water, for the convenience of their purifications and ab-
lutions, in which they obferve ftri€tly the Levitical law.
They are always placed upon the top of fome beautiful,
round hill, which is furrounded entirely with rows of
the oxycedrus, or Virginia cedar, which grows here in
great beanty and perfeétion, and is called Arz. There
1s nothing adds fo much to the beauty of the country as
thefe churches and the plantations about them. In the
middle of this plantation of eedars is inter(perfed, at
* proper diftances, a number of thofe beautiful trees called
Cuffo, which grow very high, and are all extremely pic-
turefque. ’ "

The churches are all round, with thatched roofs;
their fummits are perfect cones ; the outfide is furrounded
by a number of wooden pillait, which are nothing elfe
than the trunks of the cedar-tree, and are placed to fup-
port the edifice, about eight feet of the roof pro-
jeting beyond the wall of the chureh, which forms an
agrecable walk, or colonade, around it in hot weather,
or in rain. The infide of the chuich is in feveral divi-
fions, according as is preferibed by the law of Mofes.
Fhe firlt is a circle fomewhat wider than the inner one;
here the congregation fit and Sray. Within this is a
fquare, and ‘that {quare is divided by a veil or curtain, in
which is another very {mall divifion anfwering to the
holy of holies. This is fo narrow, that none but the
priefts can ‘go into it.  You are bare-footed when-
ever you enter the church, and, if bare-footed, you
may go through every part of it, if you have any fuch
curiofity, provide_d you are pure, that is, have not
been concerned with women for twenty-four hours be-
fore, or touched carrion or dead bodies, (a curious affem- .
blage of ideas) for in that cale you are not to go withgn

e
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the precinfs, or outer circumference of the church, bus
ftand aud fay your prayers at an awful diftance among
t_hc cedars.

Every perfon of both fexes, under Jewifth difgualifica-
tions, are obliced to obferve this diltance; and this is
always a place belonging to the church, where, unlefs, in
Lent, you fec the greateft part of the congregation; buc
this is left to your own confcience, and: if there was.
either great inconvenience in the one fituation, or great
fatisfaction in the other, the cafe would be gtherwife, .

On your firlt entering the church, you put off your
fhoes ; ‘but you mult leave a fervant there with them, or
elfe they will be ftolen, if good for any thing, by the
priefts and monks before you come out of the church.
At entering you kifs the threfhold, and the two door pofts,
£0 in and fay what prayer you pl:?afe H that: finifhed, you
come out again, and your duty 1S ower. The churqhw 2
are full of pictures, painted on parchment, and nailed.
upon the walls, in a manner little lefs flovenly than. you
fee paltry prints in beggarly country ale-houfes. There
‘}ﬂs been always a. fort of painting known among _thc
icribes, a daabing much inferior to the worlt of our fign.
painters. Sometimes for a particnlar church, they get a
number of piftures of faints, on fkins of parchment, rea-
dy finifhed from Cairo, ina ftile very little fupenor.to
thefe performances of their own. They are placed like
a. frize, and hung in the upper part of the wall. St,
George is generally there with hm_ dragon, ?ﬂd _St- D?-
metr.us fighting a lion, There is- ne choice in their
faints, they are both of the Old and New Teftament, a.n.d.
thofe that might be difpenfed with from both. There is
St. Pontius Pilate and his wife ; there is St, Balaam and
his afs; Samfon and his jaw-bone; and fo of the reit.
But the thing that furprifed Mr. Bruce moft was a kind
of fguare-miniature upon the front of tha head-piece, or
mitre, of the prieft, adminiftring the facrament at Adowa,
reprefenting Pharaoh on a white horfe plunging in the Red
Sea, with many guns and piftols fivimming upon the fur-
face of it around him.

Nothing embofled, nor in relief, ever appears in any
of their churches ; all this would be reckoned idolatry,
fo much fo that they do not wear a crofs, as has been repre-

fented,
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fented, on the top of the ball of the fendick, or ftand-
ard, becanfz it cafts a {hade; but there is no doube that
pi€tures have been 1_1{3;(1 in their churches from' the very
earlieft age of Chriftianity. S
The articles of the faith of the Abyflinians have been
inquired into and dicoffed with fo much keennels in the
beginning of this century, tat Mr. Bruce fears he {hould
difoblige fome of his readers were he to pafs this {ubject
without notice. 3
Their firit Bifhop, Framentius, being ordained about
the year 333, and infiruted in the religion of the Greeks
of the church of Alexandria by St. Athanafius, then fit-
ting in the chair of St. Mark, it follows that the true
religion of the Abyflinians, which they received on their
converfion to Chriftianity, is that of the Greek church;
and every rite or ceremony in the Abyflinian church
may be found and traced up to its origin in the Greek
cnnrch while both of them were orthodox. Frumentius
pr'cfcr'ved Abylﬁnia untainted with herely till the day of
his death.  We find from a letter preferved in the works
of St. Athanafius, that Conflantins, the heretical Greek
emperor, wifhed St. Athanafius to deliver him up, which
that patriarch refufed to do: ‘indeed, at that time, 1t was
not in‘his power. . . ;
* Soon after-this, Arianifm, and a number of other he.
refies, each in their turn, were brought by the monks from
Egypt. and infected the churchof Abyflinia. A great
part of thefe herefies, in the beginning, were certainly
-~ ewing to the difference of the languages in thofe times,
and efpecidlly the two words' Nature and Perfon, than
which no two words were ‘ever"more equivocil in eve-
ry language in which they have been tradflated.
+ It was fettled by the firft general “council, that cne
baptifm only was neceffary for the regeneration of man
for freeing him from the fin of our firft parents, and
Idting him under the banper of Chrift —¢ I confefs one
baptitm for the remiflion of fins,” fays the Symbol. It
was maintained by the Jefuits, that in Abyflinia, once
every year, they baptifed all grown people, or adults,
Mr. Bruce here relates what he himfelf faw on the fpot.
<« The {mall river, running between the town of Adowa
and the church, had been dammed vp for for feveral

days;
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days; the ftream was feanty, fo that it fcarcely over-
flowed. It was in places three feet deep, in fome, per-
haps, four, or little more.” Three large tents were-
pitched the morning before the fealt of the Epiphany §
one on the north for the pricfts to repofe in during inter-
vals of the fervice, and befide this one to communicate
in: on the futh there was a third tent for the monks
and priefts of another church to reft themlelves in their
turn, About twelve o'clock at night, the monks and
priefts met together, and began their prayers-and pfalms
at the water-fide, one party relieving each other. At dawn
of day the governor, Welleta Michael, came thither’
with fome {oldiers to raife men for Ras Michael, then
on his march againft Waragna Fafil, and fat down on 2
fmall hill by the water-fide, the troops all fkirmifhing on
foot and on horfeback around them. ’
As foon as the fun began to appear, three large crofles’
of wood were carried by three priefts dreffed in their fe-
cerdotal veftments, and who, coming to the fide of the’
river, dipt the crofs into the water, and all this time the”
firing, firmifhing, and praying went on together.  The
priefts with the croffes returned, one of their number
before them carrying fomething lefs than an Englifh quart’
of water in a filver cup or chalice; when they were
about fifty yards from Welleta "Michazel, that general’
ftood.up, “and the prieft took as much water as ke could’
hold in his hands and fprinkled it'upon his head, hold-
ing the cup at the fame time to Welleta Michael’s mouth’
to talte; after which the prieft received it back again,
faying, at the fame timé, ©* Gzier y'barak,” which is
fimply, « May God blefs you.”- Each of the three erof-
fes were then ,brought forward to Welleta Michael, and”
he kiffed them. The ceremony of fprinkling the water
was then repeated to all the great men in the tent, all
cleanly drefled as in gala. Some of them, not conter-
ted with afperfion, reccived the water in the palms of
theirhands joined, and drank it there; more water was
brought for thofe that had not partaken of the firlt; and,
after the whole of the governot’s company was {prinkled,
the crofles returned to the river, their bearers fipging kal-
lelujabe, and fkirmifhing and firing continuing.
Mr.,
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Mr. Bruce obfesved, that, a very little time after the
governor had been f:P"mkICd, two horfes and two mules,
belonging to Ras Michael and Ozoro Efteher, came and
were. walhed.  Afterwards the foldiers went in and
bathed their horfes and guns; thofe who had wounds
bathed them alfo. Heaps of platters and pots, that had
been ufed by Mahometans or Jews, were brought thi-
ther likewife to be purified; and thus the whole end-
ed.

Mr. Bruce faw this ceremony performed afterwards a®
Kahha, near Gondar, in prefence of the king, who drank
fome of the water, and was fprinkled by the priefts;
then took the cup in his hand, and threw the reft that
was left upon Amha Yafous, faying, “ I will be your
deacon;” and this was thought a high compliment, the
pricft giving him his blefling at the fame time, but offer-
ing him no more water.

Mr. Bruce then mentions the account given of this
by Alvarez, chaplain to the Portuguefe embafly, under
Don Roderigo de Lima.

The king had invited Don Roderigo de Lima, the
Portuguefe ambaflador, to be prefent at the celebration
of the feftival of the Epiphany. They went about a
mile and a half from their former ftation, and encamped
upon the fide of a pond which had been prepared for the
oceafion. Alvarez fays, that, in their way, they were
often afked by thofe they met or overtook,  Whether
or not they were going' to be baptized " to which the
chaplain and his company anfwered in the negative, as
having been already once baptized in their childhood.
«¢Inthe night (fays he)a great number of priefts affembled
about the pond, roaring and finging with a view of blef-
fing the water. After midnight the baptifm began,
The Abuna Mark, the king and queen, were the frft
that went into the lake; they had each a piece of cotton
cloth about their middle, which was juft fo much more
than the reft of the people had. At the fun-rifing the
baptifm was moft thronged ; after which, when Alvarez
came, the lake was full of holy water, into which they
had poured oil.”

It fhould feem, from this outfet of his narrative, that
he was not at the leke till the ceremony was half over,
and did not fee that benediétion of the water at all, nor

the
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the curious exhibition of the King, Queen, and Abuna
and their cotton cloths. : 3

The Abyflinians receive the haly facrament in both
kinds'in unleavened bread, and in the grape bruifed with
the hufk together as it grows, fo that it is a kind of mar-
malade, and is given in a flat fpoon : whatever they may
pretend, fome mixture feems neceflary to keep it from
fermentation in the {late that it is in, unlefs the dried
clufter is frefh bruifed juft before it is ufed, for it is
little more fluid than the common marmalade of con-
fetioners; but it is perfeftly the grape as it grew, brui-
fed ftones and fkin together. Some means, however,
kave been ufed, as Mr. Bruce fuppofes, to prevent fer-
mentation, and make it keep; aud though this is con-
ftantly denied, he has often thought he taited a flavour
that was not natural to the grape itfelf.

It is a miftake that there is no wine in Abyfiinia, for
a quaatity of excellent ftrong wine is made at Dreeda,
fouth wet from Gondar, about thirty miles, which
would more than fupply the quantity necelfary for the
celebration of the euchariit in all Abyflinia twenty times
over. The people themfelves are not fond of wine,
and plant the vine in one place only ; and in this they
haye been imitated by the Egyptians, their colony ; but
a {mall black grape, of an excellent flavour, grows
plentifully wild in every wood in Tigré.

Large pieces of bread are given to the communicants
in proportion to their quality ; and Mr. Bruce has feen
great men, who, though they opened their mouths as
wide as conveniently a man can do, yet from the re-
{peét the prieft bore him, fuch a portion of the loaf
was put in¢o his mouth that water ran from his eyes,
from the incapacity of chewing it, which, however, he
does as indecently, and with full as much noife, as ke
eats at table.

_After receiving the facrament of the eucharift in both
kmd;., a pitcher of water is brought, of which the com-
municant drinks a large draught; and well he needs it to
wafh down the quantty of bread he has juft fwallowed.
Hc_thcn retires from the fteps of the inner diviiion upen
which the adminillering prieft (tands, and, turning his

face



234 SHAW’s ABRIDGEMENT OF

face to the wall of e church, in private fays fome
prayer with feeming decency and attention.

‘The Romanilts doubt of the validity of the Abyf{lini-
an confecration of the clements, becaufe in their litu rgy
it is plainly faid, ¢ Lord put thy hand upon this cffp
and blefs it, and fanéify it, and puorify ‘it, that in it’
may be made thy hely bloed ;” and of the bread they
fay, « Blefs this faucer, or plate, that in it may be
made thy holy body.” And in their prayer they fay,
¢ Change this bread that it may be made thy pure body,
which is joined with this cup of thy precious blood.,”
The Jefuits doubt of the validity of this confecration,
becaufe it is faid, ¢ this fread is my body,” and over
the wine, * this cxp is my blood ;” whereas, to operate
a troe tranfubftantiation, they fhould fay over the gﬁead,
¢ this is.my bedy.”

* Mr. Bruce finifhes this fubje@ by an anecdote that
happeried a few months before his coming into Abyflinia,
as it was accidentally told him by the prieft of Adowa
the very day of the Epiphany, and which Janni vouch;
ed to be truc, and to have feen.

* “I'he Sunday before Ras Mickael's departure for Gon-
dar from Adowa, he went to church in great pomp, and
there received the facrament. There kappened to be
fuch a crowd to fee him, that the wine, part of the con~
fecrated elements, was thrown down and fpilt upon the
fteps whercon the communicants flood at receiving.
Some ftraw or hay was inftantly gathered and fprinkled
upon it to cover it, and the communicants continued
the frrvice till the end, treading that grafs under foct.

‘This giving great offence to Janni, and fome few
priefts that lived with him, it was told Michael, who,
without explaining himfelf, faid only, ¢ As to the fact
of throwing the hay, they area parcel of hogs, and
know no better.” Thefe few words had fuck in the
ftomach of the prieft of Adowa who, with great fecre-
¢y, and as a mark of friendfhip. begged Mr. Bruce
would give' him his cpinion what he fhould have done,
or rather, what would have heen dore in his country?
Mr. Bruce told him, that the an{wer to his queftion de-
pended upon' two things, which, being known, his dif-

‘ficulties would very eafily bie folved, “¢1f you do be-
: licve
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lieve that the wine fpilt by the mob upon the fleps, and
trodden under foot afterwards, was really the blood of
Jefus Chrilt, then you was guilty of a moft horrid crime,
and you fhould cry upon the mountains to cover you;
and ages of atonement are not fuflicient to expiate it,
You fhould, in the mean time, have railed the place
round with iron, or built it round with ftone, that no'
foot, or any thing elfe but the dew of heaven, could
have fallen upon it, or you fhould have brought in the
river upon the place thar would have wathed it all to
the fea, and covered it ever after from facrilegious pro=
fanation. But if, on the contrary, you believe, (us
many ‘Chriftian churches do) that the wine (notwith-
ftanding conlecration) remained in the cup nothing more
than wine, but was only the fymbol, or type, of Chrift’s
blood of the New Taftament, then the fpilling it upon
the fteps, and the treading upon it afterwards, having
been merely accidental, and out of your power to pre-
vent, being fo far from your wifh that you are heartily
forry that ichappensd, I do not recken that you are fur-
ther Jiable in the crime of facrilege, than if the wins had
not been confecrated at all. You are to humble your-
felf, and fincerely regret that fo irreverent an @ccident
happened in your hands, and in your time; but as you
did not intend ir, and could not prevent it, ths confe-
quence of an accident, .where ina tention is exceedingly
culpable, will be imputed to you,” ani nothing fur-
ther.” :

"I he prieft declared to Mr. Bruce, with the greatnefs
earnefinefs, that he never did believe that the elements
in the enchariit were converted by confecration into the
real body and blood of Chrit. He faid, however, that
he believed this to be the Roman Catholie fa'th, burt it
never was his; and that he conceived the brial was
bread, -and th: wine was wine. even after confecration,
From this example, which occurred merely accidentally,
and was not the {rujt of interragation or curiofiry, it
appears to Mr. Bruce, whatever the Jefuits {ay, fome at
Lait amony the Abvilinians do net believe the real pre-
fence i toe eucharitt; but further our waveller is not
caough informed o give a pofitive opinion,

The
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The Abyfiinians are not all agreed about the ftate of
fouls before the refurrection of the body. 'The opinion
which generally prevails is, that there is no third flate ;
but that, after the example of the thief, the fouls of
good men enjoy the beatific vifion immediately upon
the feparation from the body. But their pra&ice and
books both contradiét this; for, as often as any perfon
dies, alms are given, and prayers are offered for the
fouls of thofe departed, which would be vain did they
b:lieve they were already in the prefence of God, and in
poffeflien of the greatelt blifs poflible, wanting nothing
to compleat it.

The circumeifion of the Abyflinians is performed with
a fharp knife, or razor. 'There is no laceration with the
nails, no formula or repetition of words, nor any reli-
ﬁious ceremony at the time of the operation, nor is it

one at any particular age, and generally it is a2 woman
that is the furgeon. The Falafha fay, they perform it
fometimes with the edge of a fharp flone, fome-
times with a knife or razer, and at other times with
the nails of their fingers; and for this purpofe they have
the nails of their little fingers of an immoderate length :
at the time of the operation the prieft chanfs a hymn, os
verfe, importing, *¢ Bleffed art thou, O Lord, who
hait ordained circumeifion!”” This is performed on the
eight day, and is a religious rite, according to the firft
inftitution by God to Abraham.

All the inhabitants of the globe agree in confidering it
fhameful to expofe the private part of their body, even
to men ; and in the eaft, where, from climate, you are
allowed, and from refpect to your fuperiors, the genera-
lity of men are forced to go naked, all agree in covering
their waift, whichis called their zafednefs, though it 1s.
yeally the only part of their body that is covered.

Circumcifion having no natural caufe or advantage,
bcing in itfelf repugnant to man’s nature, and extremely
painful, if not dangerous, it could never originate in
man’s mind wantonly and out of free-will. It might
have done fo indeed from imitasion, but with Abraham
it had a caufe, as God was to make his private family in
a few years numerous, like the fands of the fea. This
mark, which feparated them from all the world, was an

ealy
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ealy way to fhew whether the promife was fulfilled o
not. 'l hey were going to take poflellion of a Jand wher:
circumeifion was not known, and this fhewed them e
enemy diftinét from their own peopls

'There is another ceremony, which regards the womea
alfo, and which Mr. Bruce calls iwcifion. ‘Lhis is -
ufage frequent, and fill retained among the Jews, though
politively prohibited by the law : ¢ Thou fhalt not cut
thy face tor the fake of, or on account of the dead,”
As {oon as a near relation dies in Abyfiinia, a brother
or parent, coufin-german or lover, every woman in thut
relation, with the nail of her l'ttle finger, which the
leaves long on purpofe, cuts the {kin of both her temples,
about the fize of a fixpence ; and-therefere you feeeither
a wound or a fear in every fair face in Abyflinia ; and
in the dry feafon, when the camp is out, from the lols of
friends, they feldom have liberty to heal till peace, and the
army return with the rains.

The Abyflinians, like the ancient Egyptians, their firft
colony, in computing their time, have continued the
ufe of the folar year. Diodorus Siculus fays, « They
do not reckon their time by the moon, but according
o the fun; that thirty days conftitute their month, to
which they add five days and the fourth pare of a day, and
this completes their year.”

It is uncertain whence they derived the names of their
months ; they have no fignification in any of the lan-
guages of Abyllin‘a. 'l'hc‘namc ofthe'ﬁrﬁ month among
the old Egyptians has continued to this day. It is Lo,
probably o called from the firlt divifion of time among
the Egyptians, from obfervation of the helaical rifing of
the dog-itar. ‘The names of the months retained in Aby{-
finia are poflibly in antiquity prior to this ; they arc pro.
bably thofe given them by the Cufhite, before the Ka-
lendars at 1'hebes and Meroé, their colony, were
formed.

The Abyflinians have another way of deferibing time
peculiar to themfelves ; they read the whole of the four
evangelifts every year in their churches. They begin
with Matthew, then proceed to Mark, Luke, and John,
in order ; and when they {peak of an event, they write

and
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and fay it happened in the days of Matthew, that is, in
the firk quarter of the year, while the gofpel of St.
Matthew was yet reading in the churches, They com-
pute the time of the day in a very arbitrary, irregular
manner. The twilight is yery fhort, almoft impc?cep-
tible, and was ftill more fo when the court was removed
farther to the fouthward in Shea. - As foon as the fun
falls bclovyitlze hotizon, night comes on, and all the ftars
appear.  This term, then, the twilight, they choofe
for the beginning of their day, and call it Naggé, which
is the very time the twilight of the morning lafls. The
fame is oblerved at night, and Mefet is meant to fignify
the inflant of beginning the twilight, between the {un’s
falling below the horizon and the ftars’ appearing. Mid-
day is by them called Kaver, a very old word, which
fignifies cubnination, or a thing’s being arrived or placed
at the middle or higheft part of an arch. Al the reft of
times, in converfation, they defcribe by pointing at the
place in the heavens where the fun then was, when what
they are defcribing happened.

_l&r. Bruce concludes what further he has to fay on
this fubject, by obferving, that nothing can be more in-
accurate than all Abyflinian calculations. Befides their
abfolute ignorance in arithmetic, their exceflive idlenefs
and averfion to fludy, and a number of fanciful, whim-
fical combinations, by which every particular feribe or
monk diftinguithes himfelf, there are obvious reafons
why there fhould be a varfation between their chronology
and ours. ‘Thebeginning of our years are different ;
ours begin on the it of Januvary, and theirs on the 1t
day of September, fo that there are 8 months difference
between us. The lalt day of Auguft may be the year
1780 with us, and 1779 only with the Abyflinians. And
in the reign of their kings, they very feidom mention
either month or day beyend an” even number of years.
Suppofing, then, it is known that the reign of ten kings
extended from fuch to fuch a period, where all the months
and days are comprehended, when we come to aflign to
each of thefe an equal number of years, without the cor-
refpundent months and days, itis plain that, when all

. thefe
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thefe feparate reigns come to be added together, the one
fum-total will not agree with the other, but will be more
or lefs than the jult time which that prince reigned.
This, indeed, as errors compenfate full as frequcnuy as
they accumulate, will feldom amount to a difference
above three years; af{pace of time too trivial to be of
any confequence in the hiftory of barbarous nations,

TRAVELS
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TO DISCOVER

The SOURCE of the NILE.

BO OK VL

Faft Auempt to difcover the Source of the Nile fruftrats
ed—A fuccefsful Fourney thither, nvith a full dceount
ef cvery Thing relating to that celebrated River.

ONE day, when Mr. Bruce was at court, he met Tecla
- Mariam, the King’sfecretary, who taking him by the
hand, faid, with a laughing countenance,** U ho, I wifh
you joy ; this is like a man; you are now no firanger
hut one of usj; why was not you at court " Mr. Bruce
faid he had no particular bufinefs there, but that he
came thither to fec Ayto Confu, that he might fpeak in
favour of Yafine to get him appointed deputy of Ras el
Fecl., * Why don’t you appoint h'm yourfelf ? (fays
he) what has Confa to do with" the affair now ? You
. don't intend always to be in leading ftrings ? You may
thank the king for yourfelf, but 1 would never advife
vou to {peak one word of Yafine to him ; it is not the
cuftom 3 you may, if you pleafe, to Confu, he knows
him already. His eftate lies all around you, and he will
enforce your orders, if there fhould be any need.”
«¢ Pardon me, Tecla Mariam, (faid Mr. Bruce) if 1
do not underfland you. I came here to folicit for Ya-
fine, that Confu or his fucceffor would appoint him their

deputy,
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deputy;, and you anfwer that you adyif

pog:t him myfelf.” ¢ And fo I)c’io, ( li:dq‘cccf: I\Za-
riam). Who is to appoint him but yoﬁ You are
vernor of Ras el Feel ; are you not?” Mr. Bruce flood
motionlefs with aftonifhment. ““ It is no great affair
{faid he) and I hope you will never fes it. TItis a hot:
unwholefome country, full of Mahometans ; but its gold
is as good as any Chriftian gold whatever. I wifh ic
had been Begemder with all =§ heart, but there is a
good time coming.” ;

Mr. Bruce, after having recovered himfelf a little from
his furprife, went to Ayto Confu to kifs his hand as his
fuperior, but this he would by no means {uffer him to
do. A great dinner was provided them by the Iteghe;
and Yafine being fent for, was appointed, cloathed, that
is invefted, and ordered immediately to Ras el Feel ro his
government, to make peace with the Daveina, and bring
all the horfes he could get with him from thence, or
from Atbara. The having thus provided for Yafine, and
fecured, as he thought, a retreat to Scanaar for himfelf,
gave him the firft real pleafure that he had received fince
Lis landing at Mafuah; and that day, feeing himfelf in
company with all his friends, and the hopes of this coun-
try, for the firft time fince his arrival in Abyfinia, he
abandoned himfelf to joy.

His conftitution was, however, too much weakened
to bear any excefles. ‘The day after, when he went home
to Emfras, he found himfelf attacked with a flow fever,
and, thinking that it was the prelude of an ague, with
which he was often tormented, he fell to taking bark,
without any remifion, or, where the remifiion was very
obfcure, he fhut himfelf up in the houfs, upon his con-
ftant regimen of boiled rice, with abundant draughts of
cold water. .

At this time a piece of bad news was circuiated at
Gondar, that Kafmati Boro, whom the Ras had lefr
governor at Damot, had been beaten by ¥afil, and oblig-
ed to retire to his own country in Gojam, to Stadis Am.
ha, near the paffage of the Nile, at Min¢; and thae
Fafil, with a much larger army of Galla than that he
had brought to Fagitta, had taken Luﬁcfﬁon of Buré, the

ufual place of his n:ﬁdencc.MThis ing privately talk-
ed
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ed of as true, Mr. Bruce afked Kefla Yafous in confidence
what he knew of it. Upon its being confirmed, he could
not difguife his fqrrnw, as he was convinced that unex-
peéted turn of affairs would bean invincible obfiacle to his
reaching the lource ofFilc Nile. * You are miftaken,
(fays Kefla Yafous ) it is the beft thing that could hap-
pen to you. Why you defire to fee thofe places I do
not know ; but this I am fure of, you never will arrive
there with any degree of fafety while Fafil commands.
He is as perfe@t a Galla as ever forded the Nile; he
has neither word, nor oath, nor faith that can bind 3 he
does mifchief for mifchief’s fake, and then langhs at ic.”
After Fafil’s defeat at Fagitta, and the affront he re-
ceived at Affoa in the heart of his own country, he had
. continued his route to Buré, a diftrit of the Agows,
where was his conftant refidence. After this he had
croffed the Nile into the country of Bizamo, and Boro
de Gago had taken up his refidence at Buré, when Mi-
chael returned to Gondar ; but no fooner had he heard
of his arrival in thofe parts, than he marched with a
number of horfe, and forced his rival to retire to

Gojam. :
A very obftinate battle was fought at Banja, in which
the Agows were cntirely defeated by Fafil, feven of their
chiefs killed, all men of great confequence, among whom
was Ayamico, a very near relation of the king. 'The
news were firft brought by a {fon of Nanna Georgis,
~ chief of the Agows, who efcaped from the battle.  Mi-
chael was at dinner, and Mr. Bruce was prefent. It
was one of his caroufals for the marriage of Powuffen,
when young Georgis came into the room, in a torn
and dirty habit, unattended, and almoft unperceived,
and, prefented himfelf at the foot of the table.  Michael
had then in his hand a cup of gold, it being the exclufive
privilege of the governor of the province of Tigré to
drink out of fuch a cup; it was full of wine; before a
word was fpoken, and, upon the firft appearance of the
man, he threw the cup and wine upon the ground, and
cried out, *“ Iam guilty of the death of thefe people.”
Every one arofe, the table was removed, and Georgis
told “his misfortune, that Nanna Georgis his father,
Zesgam Georgis, themext in rank among them, Aya-
. mico
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mico the king’s relation, and four other chiefs, were
flain at Banja, and their race nearly extirpated by a vic-
tory gained with much bloodfhed, ‘and after cruelly
purfued in retaliation for that of Fagitta,

A council was immediately called, where it was refol-
ved, that, thongh the rainy feafon was at hand, the
utmoft expedition fhould be made to take the field; that
Gufho and Powuflen fhould return to their provinces,
and increafe their army to the utmoflt of their power;
that the king fhould take the low road by Foggora and
Dara, there to join the troops of Begemder and Amhara,
erofs the Nile at the mouth of the lake, above the fe-
cond cataraft, as it is called, and march thence ftraight
to Buré, which, by fpeedy marches, might be done in
five or fix days. No refolution was ever einbraced with
more alacrity ; the caufe of the Agows was the caufe of
Gondar, or famine would elfe immediately follow. The
king’s troops and thofe of Michael were all ready, and
had juft refrefhed themfelves by a week’s feitivity.

Gutho and Powuflen, after having fworn to Michael
‘that they never would return without Fafil's head, de-
camped next morning with very different ingentions in
their hearts ; for 'no {ooner had they reached Begemder
than they entered into a confpiracy i form againft Mi-
chael, which they had long meditated ; they had refol-
ved to make peace with Fafil, and fivear with him a
folemn league, that they were but to have onc caufe,
“one council, and one intereft, till they had deprived Mi-
chael of his life and dignity.

All this time Mr. Bruce found himfelf declining in
health, to which the irregularitics of the Jaft week had
greatly contributed. The king and Ras had fufficiently
provided tents and conveniences for him, yet he wanted
to conftrutt for himfelf a tent, with a large flit in the
‘roof, that he might have an opportunity of taking ob-
fervations with his quadrant, without being inquieted

r troublefome or curious vifitors, He therefore ob-
‘tained leave from the king to go to Emfras, a town
about twenty miles fouth from Gondar, where a number
of Mahometan tent-makers lived. * Gufho had a houfe
there, and a pleafant garden, which he very willingly
gave Mr. Bruce i i i
4 ruce the ufe of, with this advice, however,

Mz which
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which at the time he‘did not underftand, rather to 2o
on to Amhara with him, for he would there fooner re-
cover his health, and be more in quiet, than with the
King or Michael. As the king was to pafs immediately
under this town, and as moft of thofe that loaded and
undloaded his tents and baggage were Mahometans, and
lived at Emfras, he could not be better fituated, or
more at his liberty and eafe than there, g

After having taken his leave of the king and the Ras
he paid the fame compliment to the Iteghé at Km"cam:
That -excellent princels endeavoured much to diffuade
Mr. Bruce from leaving Gondar. She treated the
intention of going to the fource of the Nile as a fan-
taftical folly, unworthy of any man of fenfe or under-
ftanding, and very earneftly advifed him to ftay under her
protection at Kofcam, till he faw whether Ras Michael
and the king would return, and then take the firlt good
opportunity of returning to his own country through
“Tigré, the way that he came, before any evil fhould
overtake him.

Mr. Bruce excufed himfelf the beft he could. Tt was
not eafy to do it with any degree of conviétion, to peo-
ple utterly unlearned, and who knew nothing of the
prejudice of ages in favour of the attempt he was en-

aged in. He therefore turned the difcourfe te pro-
fefions-of gratitude for benefits that he had every day
ceceived from her, and for the very great honour that
fhe then did him, when {he condefcended to teitify her
anxiety concerning the fate of a poor unknown traveller
tike him, who could not poffibly have any merit but
what arofe from her own gracious and generous fenti-
ments, and univerfal charity, that extended to every ob-
jeét in proportion as they were helplefs.

Gondar, the metropolis of Abyflinia, is fituated upon
a hill of confiderable height, the top of it nearly plain,
on which the town is placed. It confifts of about ten
thonfand families in times of ce; the houfes are
chiefly of clay, the roofs thatched in the form of cones,
which is always the conftruftion within the tropical
rains. On the weft end of the town is the king’s houfe,
formerley a firufture of confiderable confequence ; it was
a fquare building, flanked with fquare towers; it was

formerly
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formerly four ftories high, and, from the top of it, had
a magnificent view of all the country fouthward to the
lake Tzana. Great part of this houfe is now in ruins,
having been burnt at different times; but there is fill
ample lodging in the two loweit floors of it, the au-
dieuce-chamber being above one hundred and twenty
fect long.

Gondar, by a number of obfervations of the fun and
ftars made by day and night, in the courfe of three years,
with an aftronomical quadrant of three feet radius, and
two excellent telefcopes, and by a mean of all their
fmall differences, is 1n lat. 12° 34 305 and by many
obfervations, Mr. Bruce concluded its longitude to be
37° 33 o'eaft from the meridian of Greenwich,

On the 4th of April 1770, at eight o’clock in the
morning, Mr. Bruce fet out from Gondar, and the
next day he arrived at Emfras, after a very pleafant,
though "not interefting excurfion. The town is fi-
tuated on a fteep hill, and the way up to it is almoit
perpendicular like the afcent of a ladder. 'The houfes
are all placed about the middle of the hill, fronting the
weft, in number about zoo. Above thefe houfes are
gardens, or rather fields, full of trees and bufhes, with-
out any fort of order, up to the very top. Emfras com-
mands a view of the whole lake of Tzana, and part of
the country on the other fide. It was once a royal refi-
dence. On a fmall hill is a houfe of Hatzé Hannes, in
form of a fquare tower, now going faft to ruin. Emfras
isin lat, 12° 12”38’/ N, and long. 37° 38" 30" E. of the
meridian of Greenwich.

The lake of "T'zana is much the Jargelt expanfe of wa-
ter known in that country. Its extent, however, has
been greatly exaggarated.” Its greateft breadth is 35
miles ; but it decreafes greatly at each extremity, where
it is not fometimes above ten miles broad. Its greateft
length is 49 miles from north to fouth, and which extent
this lake has in length. In the dry menchs, from O&o-
ber to March, the lake fhrinks greatly in fize ; but after
that all tl_'lo('c rivers are full which are on every fide of i,
and fall into the lake, like radii drawn to a center, then
it fwells, and extends jtfelf into the plain country, and
has of courfe a much larger furface.

M3 On



246 SHAW’s ABRIDGEMENT OF

On the 12th of May our travellers heard the king had
marched to Tedda, and on the 1 5th, they heard the ]?ing‘s
kettle-drums.  Forty-five of thele inltraments conftantly
go before him, beating all the way while he is on his
march. The Mahometan town near the water was plun-
dered in a minute ; but the inhabitants had lone before
removed every thing valuable. : 3

On the r4th, at day-break, Mr. Bruce mounted his

horfe, with all ' his men-feivants, leaving the women-
fervants and an old man to take care of the houfe, It
was very unfafe to travel in fuch company at fuch an
hour. Early as it was, the king was thenin council,
and Ras Michael, who had his advifers afiembled alfo in
his tent, had juft left it to go to the king’s. There was
about oo yards between their tents, and a free avenue is
conftanely left, in which it is a crime to {rand, or even
to crofs, unlefs for meffengers fent from the one to the
other. :
Mr. Bruce now took the advantige to pay a vifit to
the great catarat of Alata. The firlt thing our travelles
was fhewn was the bridge, which confifis of one arch of
about twenty-five feet broad. Fragments of the parapets
remained, and the bridge itfelf fcemed to bear the appear-
ance of frequent repairs, and many attempts to rvin it;
otherwife, in its conftru@ion, it was exceedingly com-
modious. The Nile here is confined between two rocks,
and runs in a deep trough, with great roaring and im-
petuons velocity. " They were told no crocodiles were
ever feen fo high, and were obliged to remount the
fiream above half a mile before they came to the cataralt,
through trees and buthes of a beautiful and delightful
appearance.

The cataradt itfelf was the moft magnificent fight that
Mr. Bruce ever beheld. ‘The height has been rather ex-
aggerated.  The miflionaries fay the fall is about fixteen
ells, ‘or fifty feet.. The meafuring is, indeed, very
difficult; but, by the pofition of long fticks, and poles’
of different lengths, at different heights of the reck,
from the water’s edge, Mr. Bruce thinks he may venture!
to fay that it is nearer forty feet than any other mca-
fure.  'The river had been confiderably increafed by
rains, and fell in one theet of water, without any inter-

val,
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val, above half an Englith mile in breadth, with a
foree and noift that was truly terrible, and which frunned
and madéhim, for a time, perfeltly dizzy. A thick
fume, or haze, covered the' fall all round, and hung
over the courfe of the ftream both above and below,
marking its track, though the water was not feen. The
river, thongh fwelled with rain, grcﬁ:rved its nataral
clearneft; and feil, as far as he could difcern, into a deep
pool, or bafon, in the folid reck, which was full, and in
twenty different eddies to the very foot of the meiFicc'
the fiream, when it fell, feeming part of it to run back
with great fury upon the rock, as well as furwa}'d in the
line of its courfe, raifing a wave, or violent ‘ebullition, by
chaffing againft each other.

Jerome Lobo pretends, that he has fat under the
curve, or arch, made by the projettile force of the water
ruthing over the precipice. He fays he fat calmly at the
foot o% it, and looking through the curve of the fiream,
as it was falling, faw a number of rainbows of incon-
ceivable beauty in this extraordinary prifm, This how-
ever Mr. Bruce, without hefitation, avers to be a down-
right falfehood. A deep pool of water, reaches to the
very foot of the rock, and is in perpetual agitation.
Now, allowing that there was a fear, or bench, which
there is not, in the middle of the pool, it is abfolutely im-
poilible, by any exertion of human ftrength, to have ar-
rived at it. Although a very robuft man, in the prime
and vigour of life, and a hardy, prattifed, indefatigable
fwimmer, Mr. Bruce is perfectly confident he could not
have got to that feat from the fhore through the
quictett part of that bafen. It was a moft magnificent
fight, that ages, added to the greateit length of human
life, would not deface or eradicate from Mr. Bruce’s me:
mory ; it firuck him with a kind of Rupor, and a total
oblivion of where he was, and of every other fublunary
concern. It was one of the moft magnificent, ftupendous
ﬁght_s in the creation, though dcgradcd and vilified by
the lies of a gmvc]ing, fanauc peafant,

On the 224 of May our niavellers were all equally de-
firous to refume their journey. They fet out accord-
ingly at fix o'clock in the morning, afcending fome hills
covered with trees and fhrubs of inexpreflible beauty,

M 4 and.
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and many of extraordinary fragrance. They continued
afcending about three miles, till they came to the top of
the ridge within fight of the lake. As they rofe, the
hills became more bare and lefs beautiful,

After Mr., Bruce had palfed the Nile, he found him-
felf more than ordinarily deprefled ; his fpirits were funk
almoft to a degrec of defpondency, and yet nothing had
happenned fince that period more than was expeded
betore. This difagreeable fituation of mind continued
at night while he was in bed. 'The rathnefs and impru-
dence with which he had engaged himfelf in fo many
danﬁers without any neceflity tor {o doing; the little
profpet of his being ever able to extricate himf{elf cut of
them, or, even if he loft his life, of the account being
conveyed to his friends at home ; the great and unrea-
fonable prefumption which had led him to think that,
after every one that had attemgpted this voyage had mif-
carried in it, he was the only perfon that was to fucceed :
all thefe teflettions upon his mind, whea relaxed, dozing,
and half oppreffed with fleep, filled his imagination with
what he Lad heard other people call the Zorrors, the moft
difagreeable fenfation he ever was confcious of, and
which he then felt for the firflt time. Impatient of fuf-
fering any longer, he leaped out of bed, and went to the
door of the tent, where the outward air perfetly awaken-
ed him, and reftored his firength and courage. All was
@ill, and at a diftance he faw feveral bright fires, but
" jower down, and more to the right than he expe€ied,
which made him think Le was miftaken in the fituation
of Karcagna. It was then near four in the morning of
the 25th. He called upon his companicns, happily bu-
si=d in deep {leep, as he was defircus, if peflible, to jnin
the king that day. They accordingly were three or four
miles from Derdera when the fun rofz ; there had been
httle rain that night, and they found very few torrents
on their way ; but it was {lippery, and unecafy walking,
the rich foil being trodden into a confiftence like

afte.

A little before nine they heard a gun fired, which gave
them fome joy, as the 2rmy feemed not to be far off; a
few minutes after, they heard feveral drepping fhots,
and, in lefs than a quarter of an hour’s time, a general

ring
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firing began from right to left, which ceafed for an in-
fiant, and then was heard again as {mart as ever, about
the occafion of which they were divided in opinion.
The firing continued mucz in the fame way, rather
flacker, but apparently advancing nearer them; a fure
fign that their army was beaten and retreating. They,
therefore, made themfelves ready, and mounted on horfe-
back, that they might join them. Yet it was a thing
appeared to them fcarcely poffible, that Fafil thould beat
Ras Michael fo eafily, and with fo fhort a refiftance.

"They had not gone far in the plain before they had a
fight of the enemy, to their very great furprife and no
fmall comfort. A multitude of deer, buffaloes, boars,
and various other wild beafts, had beea alarmed by the
noife and daily advancing of the army, and gradually
driven hefore them, The country was all overgrown
with wild oats, a great many of the villages having been
burnt the year before the inhabitants had abandoned
them ; in this fhelter the wild beafts had taken up their
abodes in very great numbers. When the army pointed
towards Karcagna to the left, the filence and iolitude
on the oppofite fide made them turn to the right to where
the Nile makes a femi-circle, the Jemma being behind
them, and much overflowed. When the army, therefore,
inftead of marching fouth and by eaft towards Samieen,
had turned their courfe north-weft, their faces towards
Gondar, they had fallen in with thefe innumerable herds
of deer and other beaits, who, confined between the Nile,
the Jemma, and the lake, had no way to return but that
by which they had come. Thefe animals, finding men
in every direction in which they ancmp_led to pats, bE_-
came defperate with fear, and, not knqwm¥ what courife
to take, fell a prey to the troops. The foldiers, hap.
Py in an occafion of procuring animal food, prefently fell
to firing wherever the beafts appeared; every loaded
gun was difcharged upon them, and this continued for
very near an hour,

A numerous flock of the largeft deer met them juftfin
the face, and feemed fo defperate, that they had every ap-
pearance of running them down ; and part of them forced
themfelves through, regardlefs of our travellers, whilft
others turncd fouth to elcape acrofs the plain

M g The
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The king and Ras Michael were in the moft violent
agitation of mind ; though the caufe was before their
eyes, yet the word went about that Woodage Afahel had
attacked the army ; and this cccafionod a great panic
and diforder, for everybody was convinted with reafon
that he was not far off.  The firing, however, continued,
the balls flew about in every direftion, fome few were
killed, and many people and horfes were hurt ; ftill they
fired, and Ras Michael, at the door.of his tent, erying,
threatening, and tearing his grey locks, found, for a few
minutes, the army was not under his command. At this
inftant, Kafmati Netcho, whole Fit-auraris had fallew
back on his front, ordered his kettle drums, to be beat
before he arrived in the king’s prefence; and this being
heard, without it being known genetally who they weré,
occafioned another panic. 'The king ordered his tent to
be pitched, his ftandard to be fet up, his drums to_beat,
(the fignal for encamping) and the firing immediately
teafed. But it was a long while before all the army
could believe that” Woodage Afahel had not been en-
gaged with fome part of it that day. Mr. Bruce coming
up with the army, he afked one of the generals, whither
they were now marching ? He faid, that, as foonas the
news of the confpiracy were known, a council was held,
where it was the general opinion they fhould proceed
brifkly forward; and attack Fafil alone at Buré, then
tarn to Gondar, to meet the other two ; but then they had
it upon the very beft authority that great rains had fallen
to the fouthward ; that the rivers, which were fo {requent
in thatpart of the couhtry,were moftly impaffable, fo there
would be great danger in meeting [afil with an army
fpent and fatigued with the difficulty of the roads. It
was therefore determined, and the Ras was decidedly of
that opinion, that they fhould keep their army entire for
a better day, and immediately crofs the Nile, and march
back to  Gondar; that they had accordingly wheeled
about, and that day was the firft of their proceeding;
which had been interrupted by the accident of the firing;
Mr. Bruce then Wwaited upon the king, and ftaid a confi-
derable time with him. -

On the 26th of May, early iri the motning, the army
marched towards the Nile, In the afterncon they ens

camped
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‘camped, betwe:n two and three, on the banks of the
river Coga.

Next morning, the 27th, they left the river Cega,
-marching down upon the Nile, and paffed the church of
Mariam Net, as they call the church of St. Anne.
Here the fuperior, atten’el by about fifty of his
monks, came in proceflion to welcome Ras Michael;
but he, it feems, iad received fome intelligence of ill-
offices the people of this quarter had done to the Agows
by Fafil's direction ; he therefore ordered the church to
be plundered, and took the fuperior, and two of the lead-
ing men of the monks, away with him to Gondar; fe-
veral of the others were killed and wounded, without
provocation, by the foldiers, and therelt difperfed through
the country.

They arrived about four on the banks of the Nile, and
took pofleflion in a line of about oo yards of ground.
From the time they decamped from Coga, it poured in-
ceffantly the moft continued rain they ever had yet feen,
violent claps of thunder followed clofe one upon another,
almoft without interval, accompanied with fheets of light-
ning, which ran on the gropnd like water; the day was
more than commonly dark, as in an eclipfe, and every
hollow, or foot-path, collefted a quantity of rain, which
fell into the Nile in torrents.

The Abyflinian armies pafs the Nile at all feafons,
It rolls with it no trees, ftones, nor impediments;
K;[:t the fight of fuch a monftrous mafs of water terrified
Mr. Bruce, and made him think the idea of crofiing
would be laid afide. It was plain in the face of every
one, that they gave themfelves over for loft; an univer-
fal deje@ion had taken place, and it was but too vifible
that the army was defeated by the weather, without hav-
ing feen an enemy. ‘'The Greeks crowded around Mr.
Eruce all forlorn and defpairing, curfing the 'hour they
had firft entered that country, and following thefe curfes
with fervent prayers, where fear held the place of devo-
tion. A cold and brifk gale now fprung up;at’N, W,
u_*uh a clear fun; and foon after four, when the army ar-
rived on the banks of the Nile, thefe temporary tog.
rents were all fubfided, the fun was hot, and the grouad
again beginning to become dry. y

M6 Netcho,
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Netcho, Ras Michael's Fit-Auraris, with about 400
men, had paffed in the morning. and had fent back word
to the king, that his men had pafled fivimming, and with
very great difficulty ; that he doubted whether the horfes,
or loaded mules, could crofs at any rate ; butif it were
sefolved to make the trial, they fhould do it immediate-
ly, without ftaying till the increafe of the river. He
faid both banks were compofed of black earth, {lippery
and miry, which would become more fo when horfes had
puddled it; he advifed, above all, the turning to the
right immediately after coming afhore, in the direSion
in which he had fixed poles, as the earth there was hard
and firm, befides having the advantage of fome round
fiones, which hindered the beafts from flipping or fink-
ing. Inftead, therefore, of refting there that night, it
was refolved that the horfe fhould crefs immediately.

The firt who pafled was a young man a relation
of the king, brother to Ayamico, killed at the battle of
Banja; he walked in with great caution, marking a track
for “the king to pafs. He had gone upon rather folid

ound, about twice the length of his horfe, when he
pluniged out of his depth, and {wvam to the other fide.
The king followed him immediately with a great degree of
hafle, Ras Michael ealling to him to proceed with cau-
tion, but without fuccefs. Afterwards came the cld Ras
on his mule, with feveral of his friends {wimming both
with and without their horfes on each fide of him, in a
manner truly wonderful. He feemed to have loft his
accuftomed calmnefs, and appeared a good deal agitated ;
forbade, upon pain of death, any one to follow him di-
dire@ly, or to fwim over, or, as their cuftom is, hold-
4ng their mules by the tail.  As foon as thefe were

" fafely athore, the king’s houfehold and black troops,
and Mr. Bruce with them, advanced cautioufly into the
river; and fiwam happily over, in a deep ftream of red-
difh-coloured water which ran without violence almoit
upon a level. Each horfeman bad a mule in his hand,
which fwam after him, or by his fide, with his coat of mail
and head-piece tied npon it. It is impoffible to defcribe
the confufion that followed ; night was hard upon them,
-and, though it increafed their Jofs, it in great meafure
concealed it; a thoufand men had not yer pafled,

: though
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though on mules and horfes ; many mired jn
landing-place, fell back iuto the fiream, 3ndthwe;;uf:z
ried away and drowned- Of the horfe belons—ing tor
the king’s houfehold, one hundred arnd eighty in num-
ber, feven only were mifling; with them Ayto Aylo
vice-chamberlain to the queen, and Tecla Mariam the
king’s uncle, a great friend of Ras Michael’s, both old
men.

There was no baggage (the tent of the Ras and that
of the king exceﬁzed) which had as yet come uves, and
thefe were wet, being drenched in the river. The Fit-
Auraris had left, ready made, two rafts for Ozoro Efther;.
and the other two ladies, with which fhe might have
cafily been conduéted over, and without much danger ;
but the Ras had made Ozoro Efther pafs overin the fame
manner he had croffed himfelf, many {fwimming on each
fide of her mule. She would have fain ftaid en the eaft
fide, but it was in vain to remonitrate. She was with
child, and had fainted feveral times; but yet nothing
could prevail with the Ras to truft her on the bank tiil
morning.  She crofled, however, fafely, though-almoft
dead with fright. The night was cold and clear, and a
ftrong wind at north-welt had blown all the afternoon.
The river had abated towards mid-night, when, whether
from this caufe, or, as they alledged, that they found a
more favourable ford, all the Tigré infantry, and many
mules lightly loaded, paffed with lefs difficalty than any
of the reft had done, and with them feveral loads of
flour ; luckily alfo Mr. Eruce’s two tents and mules, to
his great confolation, came fafely over when it was near
morning. Still the army continved to pafs, and thofe
that could fwim feemed belt off. Ayto Aylo, the queen’s
chamberlain, and Tecla Matiam, were probably drowned
at the firlt attempt to pafs, as they were never after heard
of. Before day-light the van and the eenter had all joined
the king ; the number that had perithed was never dif-
tinétly known, for thofe that were miffing were thought
to have remained on the other fide with Kefla Yafous, at
leaft for that da_v.

On the 28th, Kefla Yafous croffed Amlac Ohha with
fome degree of difficulty, and was obliged to abandon
#everal baggage-mules,  He advanced after this with as

great



zidq SHAW’ ABRIDGEMENT OF

great diligence as poflible to Delakus, and found the ford,
though deep, much better than he expefted. e had
sitehed his tent on tlie high voad to Gondar, before
Welleta Yafous, the enemy, konew he was decamped,
and of this paflage he tmmediately advifed Michael re-
frething his troeps for any emergency.  About two in
the afternoon Welleta Yafous appeared with his hotfe on
the other fide ef the Nile, but it was then too late.
Kefla Yafous was fo firongly pofted, and the banks of
the river {o guarded with fire-arms, down to the water-
edge, that I'afil and all his army would not have dared
to attempt the palfage, or even approach the banks of the
river.

Ras Michael, having received this intelligence, dif-
patched the Fit-Auraris, Netcho, to take poft upen the
ford of the Kelti, a large river, but rather broad than
deep, about three miles off.  He himfelf followed early
in the morning, and paffed the Kelti juft at fun-rife,
without halting’; he then advanced to meet Kefia Yafous,
as the army began to want provifions, the little flour that
had been brought over, or which the {bvldiers had taken
with them, being nearly exhaufted during that night and
the morning after. It was found, too, that the men had
but little powder, none of them having recruited their
guantity fince the hunting of the deer ; but what they had
was in perfeét good order, being kept in horns and {mall
wooden bottles, corked in fuch a manner as to be fecured
from water of any kind. Kefla Yafous, therefore, be-
ing in pofleflion of the baggage, the powder, and the
provifions, a junction with him was abfolutely neceffary,
and they expeéted to effect this at Wainadega, about
twenty miles from their laft night's quarters, Between
twelve and one they heard the Iit- Auraris engaged, and
there was fharp firing on both fides, which foon cealed,
Michael ordered his army immediately to hale; he and
the king, and Billetana Gueta Tecla, commanded the
van; Welleta Michael, and Ayto Tesfos of Siré, the
rear. Having marched a little farther, be changed his
order of battle. It was not long before the Fit-Auraris’s
two meflengers arrived, running like deer along the plain,
which was not abfolutely flat, but floped gently down,
dectining not a fathom in fifteen, Their account wad)

that
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that they had fallen in with Fafil's Fil Autaris; that they
had attacked him: fmartly, and, though the enemy were
grearly fuperior, being all horfe, except a few mufguet
teers, had killed fout of them. 'I'he R&,: having firf
heard the meflage of the Fit-Auraris alone, he fen: a
man to report it to the king; and, immediately after
this, he' ordered two horfemen to go ful gallop along
the ealt fide of the hill, the low road to Wainadega, tor
warn Kefia' Yafous of Fafil's being near at hand; he
Iikewife direfted the Fit-Auraris to advance cautioufly
fill he had feen Fafil, #nd to purfuc no party that fhould
retreat before him.

Fafil foon appeared at the top of the hill, with about
3000 horfe. It was a fine fight, but the evening was
béginning to be overcaft. Afier having raken a full
view of the army, they all began to- move flowly down
the hill, beatings their kettie-drums.  Fafil fent down a
party to frirmith with thefe, and he himfelf halted after
having made a few paces down the hill. The two bo-
dies of horfe met juit half way, and mingled together,
as appeared at leaft, with very decifive intention; but
whether it was by orders or from fear, (for they were
not overmatched in numbers) the Abyffinian horfe turned -
their backs and came precipitately down, fo that they
were afraid they would break in upon the foot, Several
fhots were fired from-the center at them by order of the
Ras, who cried out aloud in derifion, * Take away thefe
horfes and fend them to the mill.” They divided, how-
ever, to the right and left, into the two Eiraﬂ'y valleys
under cover of the mufquetry, and a very few horfe of
Yafil's were carried in along “with them, and {lain by the
foldiers on the fide of the hill. On the king’s fide, no
man of note was mifling but Welleta Michael, nephew of
Ras Michael, whofe horfe falling, he was taken prifoney
and carried off by Fail. '

The whole army 4dvanced immediately at a very brifk
pace, hooping and fcreaming, as is their cuffom, in a
moft harfhy an& barbarous manner, crying out Hatze Alil
But Faiil, who faw the forward countenance of the king’s
troops, and that a few minutes would lay. him under
neceflity of ritking a battle, which he did not intend,

withdrew
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withdrew his troops at a [mart trot over the {fmooth
downs, returning towards Bofkon Abbo,

This is what was called the battle of Limjour, from
a village burnt by Ras ‘Michael laft campaign, The
name of a battle 1s furely more than it deferves, Had
Fafil been half as willing as the Ras, it tould not have
failed being a decifive one. The Ras, who faw that
Falil would not fight, eafilly penetrated his reafons,
and no fooner was he gone, and his own drums filent,
than ke heard a nagareet beat, and knew it to be that of
Kefla Yafous. This general encamped upon the-river
Avoley, leaving his tents and baggage under a proper
guard, aad had marched with the beft and frefheft of
his troops to juin Michael before the engagement. Al
was joy at meeting, every rank of men joined in extol-
ling the merit and conduét of their leaders; and, indeed,
it may be fairly faid, the fituation of the king and the
army was defperate at that inflant when the tzoops were
feparated on different (ides of the Nile; nor could they
hawve been fuved, but by the fpeedy refolution taken by
Kefla Yafous to march without lofs of time, and pafs at
the ford of Delakus, and the diligence and aétivity with
which he executed that refclution.

The army marched next day to Dingleber, a high hill,
or rock, approaching fo clofe to the lake as feareely to
leave a paflage between.  Upon the top of this rock is
the king’s houfe. As they arrived very early there, and
were now out of Fafil's government, the king infifted
upon treating Ras Michael and all the people of confide-
ration.

As the king fat down to dinner, an accident happened
that occafioned great trepidation among all his fervants.
A black eagle was chafed into the king's tent by fome
of the birds of prey that hover about the camp ; and it
was after in the mouth of every one, that the king would
be dethroned by a man of inferior birth and condition.
Every body at that time looked to Fafil : the event proved
the application falfe, though the omen was true.
Powullan of Begemder was as low-born as Fafil, as
great a traitor, but more fuccefsful, to whom the ominous
prefage pointed; and, though we cannot but look

upon
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upon the whole as accident, it was but
e, e -
In the evening of the 29th arrived at Dingleber two
horlemen from FKafil, clad in habits of peace, and with.
out arms; they were known to be two of his principal
fervants, were grave, genteel, middle-aged men. The
had an audience early after their coming, firft of the Ras,
then of the King. They laid, and faid truly, that Fafil
had repafled the Kelti, was encamped on the oppofite
fide, and was not yet joined by Welleta Yafous. Their
errand was, to defire that the Ras might not fatigue his
men by unneceffarily hurrying on to Gondar, becaufe
he might reft fecured of receiving no further moleftation
from Fafil their mafter, as he was on his march to Buré.
They told the Ras the whole of the confpiracy, as far
as it regarded him, and the agreement that Powuflen and
Gufho had made w'th their malier to furzound him at
Derdera : they mentioned, moreover, how fenfible Fafil
was of their treafon towards him ; that, inficad of kerp-
ing their word, they had left him to engage the King and
the Ras’s whole force at a time when they knew the
greatelt part of his Galla troops were retired to the
other fide of the Nile, and could be affembled with diffi-
culty : That if the Ras by chance had croffed at De-
lakus, as Kefla Yafous had done, inftead of embarrafling
his army among the rivers of Maitfha, and crofling the
Nile at that moit dangerous place near Amlac-Chha, (a
paflage never before attempted in the rainy feafon) the
confequence would have been, that he muft have either
fought at great difadvantage with an inferior army againft
the Ras, or have retired to Metchakel, leaving his whole
country to the mercy of his enemies.  Fafil declared his
refolution neveragain to appear in arms againft the king,
but that he would hold his government under him,
and pay the accuftomed taxes punctually : he pro-
mifed alfo, that he would renounce all manner of con-
ne¢tion with Gutho and Powuflen, as he had already
done, and he weuld take the field againft them next fea-
fon with his whole force, whenever the king ordered
him. I'he meflengers concluded, with defiring the Rag
to giveFafil his grand-daughter, Welleta Selafle, in mar-

nage,
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riage, and that he would then come to Gondar without
diftruft.

The Ras, though he did not believe all this, made
no difficulty in agreeing to every thing that they defired.
He promifed the grand-daughter; and, as an carnelt of
his believing the relt, the king’s. two nagareets were
brought to the door of the tent, where, to the very great
furprife of our travellers, they. beard it pmc:r:li::.zed,
¢ Fafil is governor of the Agow, Maictha, Gojam, and
Damort ; profperity to him, and long may he live a faiti-
ful fervant to the king our malter I”—This was an ex-
traordinary revolution in fo finall a fpace of time. It
was fcarce 43 hours fince Fafil had laid a {cheme for
drowning the greater part of the army in the Nile,
and cutting the throats of the refidue on both fides of
it; it was not twenty-four hours, fince he had met
them to fight in open field, and now he was become
the king’s lieutenant-general in four of the moft opulens
provinces of Abyfinia. = This was produced, however,,
by the neceflity of the times, and both parties were.
playingat the fame game who fhould over-reach thes
other.  Fafil’s meflengers were magnificently cloathed,,
and it was firlt intended they fhould have gone back to
him ; but, after refleion, another perfon was fent, thefe
two chufing to go to Gondar with the king to remain:
hoftages for Fafil’s word, and to bring back his inveftiture
from thence to Buré, The whele camp abandoned itfelf
to joy.

On the zoth of May, nothing material happened,
and, in a few days, they arrived at Gondar. Several
of the great officers of f{tate reached Gondar, and many
others met them at Abba Samuel. Mr. Bruce did not
perceive the news they brought increafed the (pirits either
of the King or the Ras ; the foldiers, however, were all
contented, becaufe they were at home; hut the officers,.
who. faw farther, wore very dilierent countenances,
efpeciaily thofe that were of Amhara. Mor. Bruce, in
particular, had very little reafon to be pleafed ; for, af-
ter having undergone a couftant feries of fatigues, dan-
gers, and_expences, he was returned to Gendar difup.
pointed of his views in arriving at the fource of the Nile,-
without any other acquifition than a violent ague.

The
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The who‘le army being in motion,; Mr. Bruce had the
evening before taken leave of the king in an interview
which coft him more than almoft any one in his life
The fubflance was, that he was ill in his health, and
quite unprepared to attend him into Tigré, to which
place the army was to retreat ; that his heart was fet upon
completing the only purpofe of his coming into Abyfi- °
nia, without which he thould return into his own -coun-
try with difgrace; that he hoped, through his majelty’s
influence, Falil might find fome way for him to accoms<-
plifh it; if not, he trulted foon to fee him return, when
he hoped it would be eafly; bat, if he then wenr to-Ti-
gré, wus fully perfuaded he fhould never have the refor
lution to come again to Gondar.

‘The king feemed to take heart at the confidence with
which Mr. Bruce fpoke of his return. ¢ You, Yagzoube,
(fays he in a humble, complaining tone,) could rell me,
if you pleafed, whether I thall or not, and what is to
befal me; thofe infiruments and thofe wheels, with
which you are cenftantly looking at the {tars, cannot
be for any ufe unlefs for prying into futurity.”'—¢* In-
deed, prince, (faid Mr. Bruce) thefe are things b
which we guide fhips at fea, and by ' thefe we marg
down the ways that we travel by land; teach them td
people that never pafled them before, and, being once
traced, keep them thus to be known by all men for
ever. Burt of the decrees of Providence, whether they
regard you or myfelf, I know.no more than the mule
upon which you ride.”—*¢ Tell me then, I pray, tell
me, what is the reafon you fpeak of my return as
certain ?—s¢¢ I fpeak (faid Mr. Bruce) from obferva-
tion, from refleftions that I have made, much more
certain than prophecies and divinations by flars.  “The
firlt campaign OF)'OUI‘ reign at Fagitta, when you was
relying upon the difpoficions that the Ras had moft ably
and (Lilltully made, a drunkard with a fingle fhot, de-
feated a numerous army of your enemies. Powuffen
and Gufho were yeur friends, as you thoughe, when
you marched ent laft, yet they bad; at that very inflant,
made a league to deftroy-you at Derdera; and nothing
but a miracle could have faved you, fhut up between
two lakes and three armies. It was neither you nor

Michagel
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Michael that difordered their councils, and made them
fail in what they had concerted. You were for burning
Samfeen, whillt Woodage Afahel was there in ambulh
with a large force, with a knowledge of all the fords,.
and mafter of all the inhabitants of the country. Re-
member how you pafled thofe rivers, holding hand in
hand, and drawing one another over.  Could you have
done this with an enemy behind you, and fuch an enemy
as V\'ood:igc Aflahel ? He would have followed and bar-
raffed vou till you took the ford at Goutto, and there
was Welleta Yafcus waiting to oppofe you with 6oua
men on the oppofite bank. When Ras Michael march-
ed by Mariam Net, he found the pricfts at their homes.
Was thut the cafe in any of the other churches we paffed ?
No; all were fled for fear of Michael; yet thefe were
more guilty than any by their cenneéiions with Fafil:
notwith(tanding which, they alone, of all others, ftaid,
though they knew not why; an invifible hand held
them that they mi‘ght operate your prefervation. Ne-
thing could have faved the army but the defperate paf-
fage, fo tremendous that will exceed the belief of man,
croffing the Nile that night. Yet if the priefts had
eroffed before this, not 2. man wounld have proceed.
ed to the ford. The priefts would have been Ras Mi-
chael’s prifoners, and, on the other fide, they never
would have fpoken a word whilt in the prefence of Mi~
chael. Providence, therefore, kept them with Kefla
Yafous ; all was difcovered, and the army faved by the
retreat, and his fpeedy pafling at the ford of Delakus,
What would have happened to Kefla Yafous, had Fafil
marched down to Delakuseither before or after-the paf-
fage ? Kefla Yafous would have been cut off before Ras
Michael had paffed the Kelti ; inftead of which, an un-
known caufe detained him, moft infatuated-like, beat-
ing his kettle-drums behind Bofkon Abbo, while our
army under the Ras was {wimming that dangerous ri-
ver, and moft eof us paffing the night, naked, without
tents, provifion, or powder. Nor ﬁid he ever think of
prefenting himfelf till we had warmed ourfelves by an
eafy march in a fine day, when we were every way his
fuperiors, and Kefla Yafous in his rear. From all thefe
fpecial marks. of the favour of an over-ruling Provi-

dence,
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dence, I do believe fteadfaftly that God will

his work half finifhed. Hcyit is who, gove::fi;;c?ltg
whole univerfe, has yet referved fpecially to himfelf the
department of war; he it is who has ftiled himfelf the
God of Battles.”

The king was very much moved, and, as Mr. Bruce
conceived, perfuaded. He faid, ““ O Yagoube, go
but with me to Tigré, and I will do for you whatever
you defire me.”—* You do, Sir, (faid Mr. Bruce)
whatever I defire you, and more. 1 have told you my
reafons why that cannot be; let me flay here a few
months, and wait your return,” ‘Lhe king then advi-
fed him to live entirely at Kofcam with the Iteghé,
without going out unlefs Fafil came to Gondar, and to
fend junttually word how he was tieated. Upon this
they parted with inexpreflible relu¢tance. He was a
king worthy to reign over a better people ; Mr. Bruce’s
heart was decply penetrated with thofe marks of favour
and condefcenfion, which he had uniformly received
from him ever fince he entered his palace.

Two very remarkable things were faid to have hap-
pened the night before Michacl left the city. He had
always pretended, that, before he undertook an expe-
dition, a Perfun, or {pirit, appeared to him, who told
bim the iflue and confequence of the meafures he was
then taking; this he imagined to be St Michael the
archangel, and he prefumed very much upon this inter-
<ourfe. In a council that night, where none but friends
were prefent, he had told them, that his fpirit had ap-
peared fome nights before, and ordered him, in his re-
treat, to furprile the mountain of Wechné, and either
flay or carry with him to Tigré the princes fequeftered
there. Nebrit Tecla, governor of Axum, with his
two fons, (all concerned 1n the late king’s murder) were,
it is faid, ftrong advifers of this meafure ; but Ras Mi-
chael, (probably fatiated with royal blood already) Ke-
fla Yafous, and all the more worthy men of any confe-
?uencc.. afting on principle, abfolutely refufed to con-
ent toit. It was upon this the paflage by Beleflen was

fubftituted inftead of the attempt on Wechné, and it
was determined to conceal it.

Though
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Though the queen fhewed wery preat diflike to Mr.
Bruce's attempting his journey at {uch a time, vet fhe
did not pofitively command the contrary ; he was pre-
pared, therefore, to leave Gondar the 25th of Ocober,
1770, and thought to get a few miles clear of the town,
and then .makt a long ftretch the next day, e had
received his quadrant, time-keeper, and telc‘fcopcs from
the ifland of Mitraha, where he had placed themafter the
aflair of Guebra Mehedin, and had new put them in the
very beft order.  Bug, about twelve o’clock, he was told a
meilage from Ras Michael had arrived with great news
from Tigré. He went immediately to Kofcam as faft
as he could gallop, and found there Guebra Chriftos, a
man ufed to bring the jars of bouza to Ras Michael, at
his dinner and fupper: low men are always emjployed
on fuch errands, that they-may not, from their confe-
guence, excite a defire of vengeance. The meflage that
he brought was to order bread and beer to be ready for
30,000 men who were coming with the king, as he had
juft decamped. from before the mountain Haramar,
which he had taken, and put Za Menfus to the fword,
with every man that was in it: this'meflage firuck the
gneen with fuch a terror that fhe was not vifible the

. whole day.

In the evening before, Mr, Bruce had endeavoured
to engage his old companion Strates to accompany him
on this attempt, as he had done on the former; but the
recollection of paft dangers and fufferings was not yet
banifhed from his mind 3 and upon his afking him to
go and fee the head of this famous river, he conr'l'elv,
according to his ftile, anfwered, Might the devil fetch
him if ever he fought cither his head or his tail again.

On the 28th of O&ober, they left Gondar, paffed
the river Kahha at the foot of the town; and on the
soth reached Bamba, where I'afil was encamped.

They f(:unfi Bamba a colleétion of villages, in a valley
now filled with foldiers. ‘They went to the left with
their guide, and got a tolerable houfe, but the door had
been carried away. Fafil’s tent was pitched a little be-
low them, larger than theothers, but without further
diftinction : it was eafily known, however, by the lights
about it, and by the nagareet, which {lill continued beat-

ing:
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ing: he was then juft alighting from his‘horfe. Mr.
Bruce immediately fent Ayto Aylo’s fervant, whom he
had with him, to prefent his-compliments, and acquaint
him of his being on the road to vifit him. He thought
now all his difficulties were over : for he knew it was in
his power to forward them to their journey’s end 5 and
his E:rvants, whom he faw at the palace near the king,
when Fafil was invefted with his command, had affured
Mr. Bruce, not only of an effeftual proteétion, but alfo
of a magnificent reception, if he chanced to find him in
Maitfha.

It was now, however, near eight at night of the zoth,
before Mr. Bruce received a meffage toartend him.  He
repaired immediately to his tent, and after announcing
himfzlf, he waited about a quarter of an hour before he
was admitted ; he was fitting upon a cafhion with a lion’s
{kin upon it, and another firetched like a carper before
his feer, and had a cotton cloth, fomething iiE: a diity
towel, wrapped about his head ; his upper cloak, or gar-
ment, was drawn tight about him over his neck and
fhoulders, fo asto cover his hands. Mr. Bruce bowed,
and went forward to kifs one of them, but it was fo en-
tangled in the cloth, that he was obliged te kifs the cloth

-inftead of the hand. This was done either as not expect-
ing he fhould pay him that compliment, (as he certainly
“fhould nat have done, being one of the king’s {ervants,
if the king had been at Gondar ) or elfe it was intended
for a mark of difrefpeét, which was very much of a-picce
with the reft of his behaviour afterwards. .

There was no carpet or cufhions in the tent, and only
a little ftraw, as if accidentally, thrown thinly about it.
Mr. Bruce fat down upon the ground, thinking him fick,
not knowing what all this meant; he looked ftedfafily at
our travellers, faying foftly, Endett nawi? bogo nawi?
which, in Ambharic, is, How'do youdo ? Are you very
well 7 Mr, Bruce made the ufual anf{wer, ¢ Well, tha
God.” He again ftopt, as for our traveller to fpeak ;
there was only one old man prefent, whe was fitting on
the floor mending a mules’s bridle.  He took him at it
for an attendant, but obferving that a fervant uncovered
held a candle to him, he thought he was one of his Galla,
but then he faw a blue filk thread, which he had about

his
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‘his neck, which is a badge of Chriflianity all over Abyf.
finia, and which a Galla would not wear. What he
was, Mr. Bruce could not make out; he feemed, how-
ever, to be a very bad cobler, and took no notice of
them.

Ayto Aylo’s fervant, who flood behind Mr. Bruce,
pufbed him with his knee, asa fign that he fhould {peak,
which he accordingly began to do with fome difficulty,
<< ] am come, (faid hc§ by yourinvitation, and the
king’s leave, to pay my refpedts to you in your own go-
vernment, begging thut you would favour my curiofity
{o far as to fuiler me to fee the country of the Agows, and
the fource of the Abay, or Nile, part of which I have
feen in Egypt.”” ¢ The fource of the Abay! (exclaimed
he, with a pretended furprife) do you know what you
are faying 2 Why, it is, God knows where, in the
country of the Galla, wild, terrible people. The fource
of the Abay! Are you raving! (repeats he againLArc
you to get there, do you think in a twelvemonth, or
more, or when?” «¢Sir, (faid Mr. Bruce) the king
told me it was near Sacala, and ftill nearer Geeth;
both villages of the Agows, and both in your govera-
ment.” *“ And {o you know Sacala, and Geefh ¢ (fays
he) whiftling and half amgry.” I can repeat the
names that I hear (faid Mr. Bruce) all Abyflinia knows
the head of the Nile.”—¢¢ Aye, (fays he imitating my
voice and manner) but all Abyflinia won’t carry you
there, that I promife you.”” ¢ 1f you are refolved to the
contrary, (faid Mr. Bruce) they will not ; I wifh you had
told the king fo in time, then I {thould not have at-
tempted it ; it was relying on you alone I came fo
far, confident, if all the reft of Abyffinia could not pro-
tect me there, that your word fingly could do it.

He now put on alook of more complacency. ¢ Lock
you, Yagoube, (fays he) it is true I can do it; and,
for the king’s fake who recommended it to me, I would
do ir; but the Acab Salama, kas fent to me, to defire
me not to let you pafs further; he fays it is againft
the law of the land to permit Franks like you to go
about the country, and that he has dreamed fomething
ill will befal me if you go into Maittha. Mr. Bruce
was as much irritated as he thought it poflible for him

)
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tobe. ¢ So fo, (faid our traveller) the time of priefts,
prophets, and dreamers is coming on again,” [ yp_
derftand you, (fays he laughing for the ﬁ:lﬁ time) I care
as little for priefts as Michael does, and for prophets
too, but I wzuuld have you confider the men of this
country are not like yours; a boy of thefe Galla would
think nothing of killing a man of your country. You
white people are all effeminate; you are like {o many
women; you are not fit for going into a province where
all is war, and inhabited by men, warriors from their
cradle.”

Mr. Bruce faw he intended to provoke Lim; and he.
kai fucceeded fo effettually that he thould have died, he
believes, imprudent as it was, if he had not told him
his mind in reply. ¢ Sir, (faid our traveller) I have
paffed through many of the moft barbarous narions in
the world; all of them, excepting this clan of yours,
have fome great men among them above ufing a de-
fencelefs ftranger ill. Bur the worft and lowett indivi-
dual among the moft uncivilized people never treated
me as you have done to-day under your own roof,
where 1 have come fo far for proteétion.” He afked,
= How?” ¢ You have in the firft place, (faid Mr,
Bruce) publickly called me Frank, the moft odious name
in this country, and fufficient to occafion me to be ftoned
to death without further ceremony, by any fet of men
wherever I may prefent myfelf. By Frank you mean
one of the Romifh religion, to which my nation is as
adrerfe as yours; and again, without having ever feen
any of my countrymen but myfelf, you have difcovered,
from that {pecimen, that we arc all cowards and effe-
minate people, like, or inferior to, your boys or wo-
men. Look you, Sir, you never heard that I gave myfeif
out as more than an ordinary man in my own country,
far lefs to be a pattern of what is excellent in it, I am
no foldier, though I know enough of war to fee yours
ar¢ poor proficients in that trade. But there are fol.
diers, friends and countrymen of mine, who would not
think it an aftion in their lives to vaunt of, that with

503 men they had trampled all yon naked favages into
uit.

N On
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On this Fafl made a feigned laugh, and feemed ra-
ther to take his freedom amifs. It was, doubtlefs, a
paflionate and rath fpeech, “ As to myfelf, (continued
Mr. Bruce) unfkilled in war as I am, could it be now
without further confequence, let me but be armed in my
own country-fafhion on horfeback, as I ‘was yefterday,
1 would, without thinking myfelf overmatched, fight
the two beft horfemen you thall choofe from this your
army of famous men, who are warriors from their cra-
dle; and if, when the king arrives, you are not returned
to your duty, and we meet again, as we did at Lim—
jour, L will pledge myfelf, with his permiffion, to put
you in mind of this promife.” This did not make things
better.

He repeated the word duty after him, and would have
replied, but Mr. Bruce’s nofe burft out in a ftream of
blood ; and, that inftant, Aylo’s fervant took hold of
My, Bruce by the thoulder to hurry him out of the
tent,  Fafil feemed to be a good deal concerned, for the
blood fireamed out in plenty, our traveller then returned
to his tent, and the blood was foon ftaunched by wafh-
ing his face with cold water. He fat down, to recol-
leét himfelf, and the more he calmed, the more he was
diffatisfied at being put off his guard; but it is impof-
iible to conceive the provocation without having proved
it. Mir. Bruce felt but too often how much the love of
our native foil increafes by our abfence from it; and
how jealous we are of com, rifons made to the difad-
vantage of our countrymen by people who, all proper
allowances being madg, are generally not their equals,
when they would boalt themfelves their fuperiors. M.
Bruce confelles further, in gratification to his critics,
that he was, from his infancy, of a fanguine, paffionate
difpofition; very fenfible of injuries that he had neither
provoked nor deferved; but much reflettion, from very
carly life, confinual habits of fuffering in long and
dangerous travels, where nothing but patience would
do, had he flattered himfelf, abundantly fubdued his
natural pronenefs to feel offences, which, common
fenfe might teach him, he could only revenge upon him-

{elf,
Mr.
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Mr. Bruce went to bed, and falling into a foand flecp
was waked near mid-night by two of Fafil’s anrams:
who brought cach of them a lean live fheep; they faid
they had brought the fheep, and were come to aflk’ how
Mr. PBruce was, and to ftay all night to watch the
houafz for fear of the thieves in the army; they likewife
brought their mafter’s order for him to come early in
the morning to him, as he wanted to difpatch him on
his journey before he gave the Galla liberty to return.
This difpelled every doubt, bur it raifed his ffirits {fo
much, that, out of impatence for morning, he flepe
very little more that night.

Fafil, having fent for Mr. Bruce the next morning,
invited him to partake of a great breakfaft; honey and
butter, and raw beef in abundance, as alfo fome ftewed
difhes that were very good. He was very hungry,
having tafted nothing fince dinner the day before; and
he had had much exercife of body as well as of mind.
They were all very chearful, every one faying fomething
about the Agows, or of the Nile. Mr. Bruce, at laft,
thus addreffed Fafil: ¢ Your continual hutry, (faid he)
all the times I have feen you, has put it out of my pow-
ertill now to make you the acknowledgment it is ordi-
nary for ftrangers to prefent when they vifit great men
in their own country, and alk favours of them.” M.,
Bruce then took a napkin, and opened it before him ;
he feemed to have forgotten the prefent altogether ; hue
from that moment he faw his countenance changed, he
was like another man. < O Yagoube, (faid he) a pre-
fent to me! you fhould be fenfible that is perfectly

needlefs; you were recommended to me by the King:

and the Ras ; you know, we are friends, and I would
do twenty times as much for yourfelf, without recom-
mendation from either ; befides, 1 have not behaved to
Ymil likea great man.”’

t was not a very hard' thing to conquer thefe fcruples -
he took the fcver:ly pieces of rEe pmfcr?t one by one i|:1 his
hands, and examined them; there was a crimfon fillc
fafh, made at Tunis, about five yards long, with a filk
fringe of the fame colour; it was as beautiful a web of
filk as ever Mr. Bruce faw ; it had a fmall waved pattern
wrought in it the next was a yellow, with a red nar-

2 row
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Tow border’ or ﬂ:l‘iPE, and a ﬁh’fl‘-“‘!‘ﬂught fringe, but
neither fo long nor fo thick as the other; the next were
two Cyprus manufactured fathes, filk and cotton, with
a fattin ftripe, the onc broader than the other, but five
yards long each; the next was a Perlian pipe, with a
long pliable tube, or worm, covered with 1 urkey lea-
ther, with an amber mouth-piece, and a chryftal” vafe
for {fmoking tobacco through water, a great luxary in
the ealtern countries; the next were two Llue bowls, as
fine as the one he had juft then broken, and of the fame
fort. He fhoved them from him, laughing, and faid,
¢ 1 will not take them from you, Yagoube; this is
downright robbery; I have done nothing for this, which
is a prefent for a king.”"—*¢ Itisa prefent to a friend,
(faid Mr. Bruce) often of more confequence to a ftranger
than a king; I always except your king, who is the
ftranger’s beft friend.”—Though he was not eafily dif-
concerted, he feemed, at this time, to be very nearly
{o.—*¢ IF you will not reccive them, (continued Mr.
Bruce) fuch as they are offered, it is the greateft affront
ever was put dpon me; I can never, you know, receive
them again.”

By this he was convinced. More feeble arguments
would indeed have fatified him, and he folded up the
napkin with all the articles, and gave them to an officer;
after which the tent was again cleared for confulration ;
and, during this time, he had called his man of confi-
dence, whom he was to fend with us, and inftru&ed
him properly. Mr. Bruce plainly faw that he had
gained the afcendant; and, in the chc&ation of Ras
Michael’s fpeedily coming to Gondar, he was as willing
to be on his journey the one way, as he was the other.

1t was about ene o’clock, or after it, when Mr. Bruce
was admitted to Fafil : he reccived him with great com-
placency, and would have had him fit down on the
iame cufhion with himfelf, which he declined. ¢ Friend
Yagoube, (faid hej I am heartily forry that you did
not meet me at Buré before I fet out; there I could
have received you as I ought; but I have been tormented
with 2 multitude of barbarous people, who have turned
my head, and whom I am now about to difmifs. I go
to Gondar in peacey and to keep peace there, for the

king
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king on this fide the Tacazzé has no othér friend than
me; Powuffen and Gufho are both traitors, and fo Ras
Michael knows them to be.” I have nothing to retura
you for the prefent you have given me, for I did net
expelt to meet a man like you here inthe fields; but you
will guickly be back ; we fhall meet on better terms ac
Gondar ; the head of the Nile is near at hand ; a horfe-
man; exprefs, will arrive there in a day. I have given
you ageod man, well known in this country to be my
fervant ; he will go to Geeth with you, and return you
toa friend of Ayto Aylo’s and mine, Shalaska Welled
Amlac ;, he has the dangerous part of the country wholiy
in his hands, and will carry you fafe to Gondar; my
wife is at prefent in his hoofe: fear nothing, 1 fhail
anfwer for your fafety: When will you fet cut? to-
morrow "

Mr. Bruce replied, with many thanks for his kind-
nefls, that he withed to proceed immediately, and that
his fervants were already far off; on the way.

Fafil then faid to Mr. Bruce, ¢ Throw off thofe
clothes ; they are not decent; I muft give you new ones,
you are my vaffal. 'The king granted you Geeih, where
you are going, and I muft invelt you.” A number of
“afil’s fervants then hurried him out ; our traveller pre-
fently threw off his trowfers, and his two upper gar-
ments, and remained in his waiftcoat ; thefe were pre-
fently replaced by new ones, and he was brought back
in a minute to Fafil’s tent, with only a fine loofe muflin
under garment or cloth round him, which reached to
his feet. Upon his coming back to the tent, Fafil took
off the one that he had put on himfelf new in the morn-
ing, and put it about Mr. Bruce’s fhoulders with his
own hand, his fervants throwing another immediately
ever him, faying at the {fame time to the people, * Bear
witnefs, I give to you, Yagoube, the Agow Geefh, as
fully and freely as the king has given it me.” Mr. Bruce
bowed and kified his hand, as 1s cultomary for feudato-
ries, and he then pointed to bim to fit down,

: ““ Hear what I fay to you (continued Fafil). I think
it right for you to make the beft of your way now, for
you will be” the fooner back at Gondar.  You need not
be alarmed at the wild people who are going after you,

N3 though
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though it is better to meet them coming this way, than
when they are going to their homes ; they are command-
ed by Welleta Yalous, who is your friend, and is very
grateful for the medicines you fent him at Gondar  he
has not been able to fee you, being fo much bufied with
thofe wild people; but he loves you, and will take care
of you, and you muft give me more of that phyfic
when we met at Gondar.” Mr. Bruce bowed, and he
continued,—* Hear me what 1 fay ; you fee thofe feven
ople (our traveller never faw more thief-like fellows in
Es life) ,—thefe are all leaders and chiefs of the Galla—
favages, if you pleafe ; they are all your brethren.  You
may go through their country as if it<were your own,
without a man hurting. you :' you will be foon refated to
them all ; for itis thetr caftom that a firanger of diftinc-
tion, like you, when ke is thcirﬁ:cﬂ, fleeps with the
fifter, daughter, or near r¢lation of the principal men
among them. I dare fay, you will not think the
cultoms of the Galla contain greater hardfhips than thofe
of Amhara.”” He then jabbered fomething to them in
Galla, which Mr. Bruce did not underftand. They all
an{wered by the wildeflt howl he ever heard, and
ftruck themfelves upon the breaft, apparently affent-
ing. ; :
S-I' When Ras Michacl, {continued Fafil) came from
the battle of Fagitta, the eyes of forty four, brethren and
relations of thefe people prefent, were pulled out at
Gondar, the day after he arvived, and they were expofed
upon the banks of the river Angrab to ftarve, where :
moift of them were devoured by the bywenas; you took
three of them up to your houfe; nourifhed, “cloathed,
rotected, and kindly treated them.” ‘¢ They are now
in good health, (faid Mr. Eruce) and want nothing : the
Tteghé will deliver them to you. The only other thing
1 have done to them was, I got them baptifed : I do not
know if that will difpleafe them ; 1 did it as an addi-
tional proteftion to them, and to give them a title to
the charity of the people of Gondar,” ** As for that,
(faid Fafil) they don’t care the leaft about baptifm; it
will neither do them good nor harm , they dont’t trou-
ble themfelves about thefe matters; give them meat
and drink, and you will be very welcome to baptife
. them
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them all from morning to night; afier fuch pood
care thefe Galla are all your brethren, they will dje
for you befere they fee you hurt.”  He then faid fome-
thing to them in Galla again, and they all gave anc-
ther affent, and made a {hew of kiffing our traveller’s
hand. ,
They fat down; and, Mr. Bruce confeffes, if they
entertained any good-will to him, it'was not difcernible
in their countenances. ¢ Befides this, (continued Fafil)
you was very kind and courteous to my lervants while at
Gondar, and {aid many favourable things of me before
the king ; you fent me a prefent alfo, and above all, when
Joas my mafter’s body was dug up from the church-
-ard of St Raphael, and all Gondar were afraid to thew
it the leaft refpe®, dreading the vengeance of Ras Mi-
chael, you, a ftranger, who had never feen him, nor re-
ceived benefit from him, at your own expence paid that
attention to his remains, which would have better be-
come many at Gondar, and me in particular, had I been
within reach, or had intelligence of the matter: now,
before all thefe men, alk me any thing you have at heart,
and, be it what it may, they know I cannot deny it you.”
He delivered this in a tone and gracefulnefs of manner,
fuperior, Mr. Bruce thought, to any thing he had ever he-
fore feen, although the Abyflinians afe all otators; as, in-
deed, are moft barbarians.,  * Why then (faid Mr, Bruce)
by all thofe obligations you are pleafed to mention, of
which you have madea recital fo truly honourable to me,
I afk you the greateft favour that man can beftow upon me
—fend me, as conveniently as poffible, to the head of the
Nile, and return me and my attendants in fafety, afrer hav-
ing difpatched me quickly, and put me under np conitraint
that may prevent me from fatisfying my curiofity in my-
own way.” * This, (replied he) is no requeft, T have gtant.
ed it already ; befides, 1" owe it to the commands of the
king, whole fervant [ am. Since, however, it is fo much
at your heart, go in peace, 1 will provide you with a1
neceffaries.  If I am alive, and governor of Damot, as
you are, we all know, a prudent-and fenfible man, unfir.
tled as the ftate of the country is, nothing difagreeabile
can befal you,” ;

N4 He
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He then turned again to his feven chiefs, who all
ot up, himfelf, Mr. Bruoce, and his companions; they
all ftood round in a circle, and raifed the palm of their
hands, while he and his Galla together repeated a prayer
.about a minute along; the Galla feemingly with great
devotion. * Now (faid Fafil) go in peace, you are a
Galla; this is a curfe upon them, and their children,
their corn, grafs, and cattle, if ever they lift their hand
againft you or yours, or dp not defend you to the utmoft,
it attacked by others, or endeavour to defeat any defign
they may hear is intended againft you.” Upon this, Mr.
Bruce offered to kifs his hand before he took his leave,
and they all went to the door of the tent, where there
was a very handfome grey horfe bridled and faddled.
“ Take this horfe, (faid Fafil) as a prefent from me; it
is not fo good as your own, but, depend upon it, it is the
horfe which I rode upon yefterday, when I came here
to encamp; but do not mount it yourfelf, drive it be-
fore you addled and bridled as it is ; no man of Maitfha
will touch you when he fees that horfe; it is the people
of Maittha, whofe houfes Michael has burnt, that yon
‘have to fear, and not your friends the Galla.

Mr. Bruce then took the moft humble and refpeéiful
Jeave of him poflible, and alfo of his new-acquired bre-
thren the Galla, Eraying'inwardly he might never fee
them again.  Mr. Bruce, then turning to Fafil, accord.
4ing to the cuftom of the country to fuperiors, atked him
leave to mount on horfeback before him, and was fpee-
dily qut of fight.

On the fecond of November, they purfued their jour-
ney in a direétion fouthward, and paffed the church of
Bofkon Abba; ever memorable to them, as being the fta-
tion of Fafil in May, when he intended to cut them off
after their paffage of t}le Nile,

At three quarters after ten in the morning, they pafled
the fmall river Arooffi, which either gives its nam§ t%, or
receives it from, the diftri& through which is paffes:
it falls into the Nile about four miles below ; is a clear,
{mall, brifl ftream ; its banks covered with verdure not

o be defcribed,

All
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All the little territory of Arooffi is by much the moft
pleafant that our travellers had feen in Abyfiinia, per-
haps it is equal to any thing the eaft can produce; the
whole is finely fhaded with acacia-trees, which, in the
fultry parts of Africa, produce the gum-arabic.  Thefe
trecs grow feldom above fifteen or fixteen feet high, then
flatten and fpread wide at the top, and touch each’ other,
while the trunks are far afunder, and under a vertical fun,
leave you, many miles together, a free fpace to walk in a
cool, delicious fhade. g

After pafling the Affar, and feveral villages belongin
to Goutto, they had, for the firft time, a diiti.né%
view of the high mountain of Geefh, the long-withed-
for end of their dangerous and troublefome journey.
Under this mountain are the fountains of the Nilej
about thirty miles, as near as they could conjeéture in a
ftraight line, without counting the deviations or creeked-
nefs of the road. At two o'clock in the afternoon of
the fecond of November, they came to the banks of the
Nile; the paffage is very difficult and dangerous, the
bottom being full of holes made by confiderable {prings,
Tight finking fand, and, at every little diftance, large
rocky ftones ; the eaftern fide was muddy and full of pits,
the ground of clay : the Nile here is about 260 feet
broad, and very rapid ; its depth about four feetin the
middle of the river, and the fides not above two. ks
banks are of a very gentle, cafy defCent ; the weltern fide
is chiefly ornamented with high trees of the falix, or
willow tribe, growing ftraight, without joints or knots,
and bearing long pointed pods full of a kind of
€otton.

Qur travellers having pafled the Nile, arrived at
Goutto, (the village fo called) and took up. their lodg-
ings in the houfe of a confiderable perfon, who had
abandoned it upon their approach, thinking them part
of Fafil's army. Though this habitation was of ufe in pro-
tecting them from the poor, yet it hurt them by aIarmm'g
and fo depriving them of the affiftance of the opulent, fuc};
as the prefent owner, who, if e had known they were
ftrangers from Gondar, would have willingly ftaid and

entertaided them, being a relation and friend AN
Welled Amlac, © — © ° riend of Shalaka.

NS As
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As they heard diftin@ly the noife of the catara&, and'
had ftill 2 full hour and a half of light, Mr, Bruce de-
termined to vifit the water-fall, lel he fhould be therehy
detained the next morning. Being well armed, Mr.
Bruce fct out for the cataraét; and, after riding through
a plain, hatd country, in fome parts very flony, and
thick-covered with trees, in fomething more than half an
hour’s eafy galloping all the way, they came ftraight to
tfhfl cataract, condufted thereto by the noife of the

dils £

This, known by the name of the Firft Catara& of the
Nile, did not by irs appearance come up to the idea they
bad formed of it, being fcarce fifteen feet in height, and
about fixty yards over; but in many places the fheet of
water is.interrupted, and leaves dry intervals of rock,
The'fides are neither fo woody not verdant as thofe of
the catara@® of the Affar; and it is in every fhape lefs
magnificent, or defer\‘ing to be feen, than is the noble
catara& at Alata before defcribéd, erroneoufly called the

. Second Cataraft. Mr. Bruce, having fatisfied his curio-
ity at this cataract, galloped back the fame road that he
had come, without having feen a fingle perfon fince
he left Gouitto. .

On the 3d of November, at eight o'clock in the morn-
ing, they left the village of Goutto, and continued,
for the firft part of the day, through a plain country full
of acacia-trees. They continued their journey from
thence,and at length arrived ar a tripple ridge of mountains
difpofed oné range behind™ the other, nearly in form of
three concentric circles, which feem to fuggeft an idea, that
they are Mountains of the Moon, or the Montes Lune of
antiquity, at the foot of which the Nile was faid to rife ;
infaét, there are no others. Thefe mountains are all of
them excellent foil, dnd every where covered with fine
pafture; but as this unfortunate country had been for
ages the theatre of war, the inhabitants have only

“ploughed and fown the top of them, outof the reach of
encmies or marching armics. On the middle of the
mountain are villages built of a white fort of grafs,
which makes them confpicuous ar a great diltance; the
bottom is all grafs, where their cattle feed conti-
nually
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nually under their eye ; thefe, upon any alarm, th
drive up to the top ofxthc mountairl:s Gﬂm‘ A c’r, i i.'.‘y
Being arrived at the top of the mountain, they
had a diftin&t view of all the remaining -territory of
Sacala, the mountain Geéth, and church of St Mi-
chael Geefh, about a mile and a half diftint from Se
Michael Sacala, where they then were. They faw,
immediately below them, the Nile itfelf, ftfangely
diminifhed in fize, and now only 2 btook that had
fearcely water to turn a mill.  Nr. Bruce could not
fatiate himfelf with che fight, rerolving in his mind alt
thofe clafical prophecies that had given the Nile up to
perpetual obfeurity and concealment.  Mr. Brice wis
awakened out of this delightful reverie by an alarm thac
they had loft Woldo their guide. Though Mt. Bruce
long had expefted fomething from-his behaviour, he did
not think, for his own fake, it could be his intentien to
leave them. Various conjeftutes immediately followed
fome thought he had refolved to betfay and rob them;
fome conceived it wis an infrotion of Fafil’s to him, in
order to their being treacheroufly murdered ; fome dgaih
fuppafed he was flain by the wilj;i beafte, efpecially thofe
apes or baboons, whofe voracity, fize, and fiérce appear-
ance, were exceedingly magnified. Mr. Bruce begih
to think, that he might be 1ll, for he had "before com-
plained, and that the fickuefs might fidve overcome hiih
upon the road; and this, too, was the opinion of Ayto
Aylo's fervant, who f{aid, however, with a ﬁ%niﬁrah‘t
Took, that he could not be far off; they therefore fert
him, and one of the men that drove the mulés, baek to
feck after him; and they had not gone but a few hun<
dred yards when they found him coming, but fo decrepid
and fo very ill, that he faid he conld go no fatther than
the church, where he was pofitively refolved to take u
his abode that night, Mr. Brace felt his pulfe, examined*
eévery part about him, and faw, he thought) evidemly,
that nothing ailed him. Without lnﬁnE bis témper,
however, Mt, Bruce ‘told him firmly, that he perceived hé
was an impoftor ; that he thould confider that he was
tvh)'ﬁ‘-‘“lﬂ, as be knew he cured his mafter’s firlt friend
elleta Yafous : that the feeling of his Hand told hi
as plain as his tongue could have done, (it nothing &l
o ok B

bvin;
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“him ; that it told him likewife he had in his heart fome
prank to play, which would turn out very much to his
difadvantage. He feemed difmayed after this, faid little,
and only defired them to hale for a few minutes, and he
ﬂmuld bC bctter 4 AL for, (fays lﬂc.} it rcquires ﬂrcng[h
in us all to pafs another great hill before we arrive at
Geefh.”’

¢¢ Look you, (faid Mr. Bruce) lying is to no purpofe;
I know where Geefh is as well as you do, and that
we have no mere mountains or bad places to pafs
through ; therefore, if you choofe to ftay behind, you
may ; but to-morrow I fhall inform Welleta Yafous at
Buré of your behaviour.,” He faid this with the moft
determined air poflible, and left them, walking as hard
as he could down to the ford of the Nile. Woldo re-
mained above with the fervants, who were loading their
mules; he feemed to be perfetly cured of his lamenefs,
and was in clofe converfation with Ayto Aylo’s fervant
for about ten minutes, which Mr. Bruce did not choofe
to irferrupt, as he faw that man was already in poffeflion
of part of Wolde’s fecret. This being over, they all
came down to Mr. Bruce as he was fketching a branch
of a yellow rofe-tree, a number of which hang over the
ford.

The whole company paffed, and Woldo, feeming to
walk as-well as ever, afcended a gentle-rifing hill, near
the top of which is St. Michael Geeth. “The Nile here
s not four yards over, and not above four inches deep
‘where they croffed ; it was indeed become a very triflin
Titeok,but ran fwiftly over a bottom of {mall ftones,
with hard black rock appearing amidft them: it is at
this place very ealy to pafs, and very limpid, but, a
Iittle lower, full of inconfiderable falls; the ground ri-
fes gently from the river to the fouthward, full of

o fmall hills and eminences, which you afcend and de-
fcend almgft imperceptibly. 'The whele company had

“halted on the north fide of St. Michael's church, and
;here Mr. Bruce reached them without affeting any

arry,
~_About four o'clock in the afternoon, the day having
been very hot for fome hours, they were fitting in the
thade of a grove of magnificent cedars, intermixed with
fome

¥
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fome very large and beautiful cuffo-trees, all in the How-
er; the men were lying on the grafs, and the beafts fed
with the burdens on their baci. in the moft luxuriane
herbage.  Mr. Bruce faid indifferently to Woldo in paf-
fing, that ke was glad to fee him recovered ; that he
would prefently be well, and thould fear nothing. He
then got up, and defired to fpeak “with Mr. Bruce alone,
taking Aylo’s fervant along with hinr. ¢ Now, (faid our
traveller very calmly) I know by your face you are go-
ing to tell me alie. Ido fwear to you folemnly, you
never, by that means, will obtain any thing from me, no
not fo much as a good word ; truth and good behaviour
will get you every thing: what appears a great matter in
your fight is not perhaps of fuch value in mine; but no-
thing except trath and good behaviour will anfwer” to
you; now I know for a certainty you are no more fick
than [ am.”—< Sir, (faid he) with a very confident look,
you are right; 1 did counterfeit ; I neither have been,
nor am [ at prefent any way out of order ; but I thought
it beft to tell you fo, not to be obliged to difcover ano-

- ther reafon that has much more weight with me why I
cannot go to Geefh, and much lefs thew myfelf at the
fources of the Nile, which I confels are not much be-
.yond it, though I declare to you there is ftill a Aill be-
tween you and thofe fources.”—* And pray, (laid Mr.
Bruce calimly) what is this mighty x-t:a.f‘on;7 have you had
a dream, or a vifion in that trance you fell into when
you lagged behind below the church of St. Michael Sa-
cala?’ © No, (fays he) it is neither trance, nor dream, nor
devil neither; I wifh it was no worfe; but you know as
well as I, that my mafter Fafil defeated the Agows at
the battle of Benja. I was there with my mafter, and
killed feveral men, among whom fome were of the Agows
of this village Geefh, and you know the ufage of this
country, when a man, in thefe circumftances, falls inro
their hiands, his blood muft pay for their blood.”

Mr. Bruce burft out into a violent fit of lavghter,
which very much difconcerted him. * There, (faid gur
traveller) did not I fay to you it was a lie that you was
going to tell me? do not think I difbelieve or difpute
with you the vanity of having killed men ; many men
were flain at that battle ; fomebody muft, and you };‘nay
; ave
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have been the perfon who flew them; but do you think
that [ can believe that Falil, fo deep in that account of
blood, could rule the Agows in the manner he does, if
he could not put a fervant of his in fafety d4mone them
20 miles from his refidence; do you think I can believe
this 2’ ¢ Come, come, (faid Avlo’s fervant to Woldo)
did you not hear that truth and good behaviour will
get you cvery thing you afk ! Sir, (continued he) I fee
this affair vexes you, and what this foolifh man wants
will neither make you richer nor poorer; he has taken
a great defire for that crimfon filk-fath which you wear
about yoursmiddle. 1 told him to ftay till you went
back to Gondar ; but he fays he is to go no farther than
to the houfe of Shalaka Welled Amlac in Maittha, and
does not return to Gondar ; I told him to ftay till you
Ead put your mind at eafe, by fecing the fountains of the
Nile, which you are fo anxious about. He faid after
that had happened, he was fure you would not give it
him, for you feemed to think Lttle of the cataract at
Goutto, and of all the fine rivers and churches which he
had fhewn you ;. cxcept the head of the Nile fhall be
finer than all thefe, when, in réality, it will be juft like
anotlier river, you will then be diffatisfied, and not give
him the faih.” ,

‘Wit. Bruce thought there was fomething very natural
in thefe fufpicions of Waolde; befides, he faid he was
cerfain that, if ever the fafh' came into the fight of Wel-
led: Amlac, by fome means or other, he wou?d get it ins
#0-his hands.” I his rational difcourfe: had pacified Mr.
Bruce a little ; but it muft have been fine indeed to have
ftood for a minute between him and the accomplifhment
of his wifhes. Mr. Bruce then laid his hand upon the
piftols  that ftuck in his girdle, and drew them out to
give them to one of his fuite, when Woldo, who appre-
hended it was for another purpofe, ran fome paces back,
and hid himfelf behind Aylo’s fervant, Mr. Bruce afs
ter having taken off his fath, ¢ Here is your fafh, Wol-
do, (faid he) but mark what I have fzid, and now moft
ferioufly rcpeat to yeu, truth and good behaviour will ges
any thing from me ; but if in the courfe of this journey,

u play one trick more, though ever fo trifling; I will
r;ing {uch a vengeance upon your head that you fhall

d not
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riot be able to find a place to hide it in, When not the
fafh only will be taken from you, but your fkin alfe will *
follow it.” . .
He took the fafth, but feemed terrified at the threat,
and began to make apologies- *“ Come, come, (faid M¥.
Bruce) we underftand each other; no more words ; it is
now late, lofe no more time, but carry me to Geefh, and
the head of the Nile directly, without Prcamble, and fhew
me the hill that feparates me from it.” He then carried
our traveller round to the fouth fide of the church, out
of the grove of trzes that furrounded it, ¢ This is the
hill, {Tgid he) looking archly, that, when you was on
the other fide of ir, was between you and the fountains
of the Nile, therg is no other; look at that hillock of
green fod in the middle of that watery fpot, it is in that
the two fountains of .the Nile are to be found: Geeth
is on the face of the rock where yon green trees are; if
you go the length of the fountains, pull off your fhocs
as you did the other day ; for thefe people are all Pagans,
worfe than thofe thut were at the fdrd, and they believe
in nothing that you ielieve, but only in'this river, to
wlhich they pray every day as if it were God; but this
perhaps you may do likewife.” Half undrefled as Mr.
Bruce was by lofs of his fafh, and throwing his fhoes
off, he ran down the hill towards the little ifland of
green {ods, which was about two hundred yards diftant ;
the whole fide of the hill was thick grown over with
flowers, the large bulbous roots of which appearing
above the furface of the ‘ground, and their fkins coming
off on treading upon them, occafioned two very fevere
falls before he reached the brink of the marfth., My,
Bruce, after this, came to the ifland of green turf, which
was in form of an altar, apparently the work of art, and
he ftood in rapture over the principal fountain which ri-
fes in the middle of it. , 7
It is eafier to guefs than defcribe the fituation of Mr,
Bruce’s mind at that moment—®&anding on that {pot which
had baffled the genivs, induftry, and inquiry of both
ancients and moderns, for the courfe of near three
thoufand years. Kings had attempted this difcovery
at the head of armies, and cach expedition was difiin.
guithed from the laft, only by the difference of the

numbers
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numbers which I::ad perifhed, and agreed alone in the dif-
appoinement which had uniformerly, and without excep-
tion, followed them all.  Fame, riches, and honour had
been held out for a feries of ages to.every individual of
thofe myriads thefe princes commanded, without having

roduced one man capable of gracifying the curioﬁ:}"
of his fovereign, or wiping off this flain upon the en-
terprife and abilities of mankind, or adding this defi-
deratum for the encouragement of geography.

Mr. Bruce now proceeds to defcribe the fources of
the Nile, which have, as heé fays, remained to our days.
as unknown as they were to antiquity;, no good-or ge-
nuine voucher having: yet been produced capable of
proving that they were before difcovered, or feen by the
curious eye of any traveller, from the carlieft ages to
this day ; and it is with confidence Mr. Bruce propofes
to his reader, that he will confider him as ftill landing
at thefe fountains, and patiently hear from him the reci-
tal of the origin and circumflances of this the moft fa-
mous river in the warld, which are not to be found in
books, or from any other human authority whatever, and.
which by the care and attention he has paid to the fub-
je&, will, he hopes, be found fatisfactory here.

Divine honours are paid by the Agows of Damot to
the Nile ; they worfhip the river, and thoufands of cat~
tle have been offered, and ftill are offered, to the Ipirit
fuppofed to refide at its fource. 'They are divided into
elans, or tribes; and it is worthy of obfervation, that
it is {aid there never was afeud, or hereditary animofity
betweeen any two of thefe clans ; or, if the lceds of any
fuch were fown, they did not vegetate tonger than till
the next general convecation of all the tribes, who meet
annually at the fource of the river, to which they facra-
fice, calling it by the name of the God of Peace. One
of the leaft confiderable of thefe clans, for power and
number, has ftill the preference among its breéthren,
from the circumftance that, in its territory, and near
the miferable village that gives it name, are fituated the
much fought-for fgrings from which the Nile rifes.

Geefh, however, though not farther diftant from thefe
than 6oo yards, is not in fight of the fources of the
Nile. The country upon the fame planewith the fountains,

: terminates
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terminates in a cliff about goo yards deep down to the
lain-of Afloa, which flat country continues in the fame
}'ubaltem degree of elevation, till it meets the Nile again
about {eventy miles fouthward, after it has made the cir-
cuit of the provinces of Gojam and Damot,

A prodigious cave is in the middle of this cliff, in a
direétion {traight north towards the fountains, whether
the work of nature or art, Mr. Bruce cannot determine;
in it are many bye-paths, fo that it is very difficult for a
frranger to extricate himfelf; it is a natural labyrinth,
large enough to contain the inhabitants of the _wl!agc', aud
their catt’e. In this large cliff, Mr. Bruce tired himfelf
part of feveral days, endeavouring to reach as far north-
ward as poflible’; but the air, when he had advanced
{omething above one hundred yards, {fcemed to threaten to
extinguifh his candle by its dampnefs ; and the people
were befides not at all difpofed to gratify his curiofity
farther, after afluring him that there was nothing at the
end more remarkable than what he then faw, which he
had reafon to believe was the cafe. The face of this cliff,
which fronts to the fouth, has a moft pitturefque :ll:-

rance from the plain of Affoa below, parts of the
mfes at every ftage appearing, through the thickets of
trees and bufhes with which the whole face of the cliff is
thickly covered ; impenetrable fences of the very worlt
kind of thorn, hide the mouths of the caverns above men-
tioned, even from fight; there is no other communica-
tion with the houfts cither from above or below, but by
narrow-winding fheep-paths, which through thefe thorns
are very difficult to be difcerned, for all are allowed to
be overgrown with the utmoft wildnefs, as a part of their
defence; lofty and large trees (moft of them of the
thorny kind) tower high up above the edge of the cliff,
and feem to be a fence againfi people falling down juto
the plain ; thefe are all ar their proper feafon covered
with flowers of different forts and colours, {o are the
bufhes below on the fuce of the cliff: every thorn in
Abyfiinia indeed bears a beantiful flower.

_From the edge of the cliff of Geefh above where the
village is fituated, the ground flopes with a very ealy de-
fcc‘nt due north, and lands you at the edge of a trian-
gular marfh above eighty-fix yards broad, in the line of

the
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the fountains, and two hundred and eighty-fix vards twe
feet from the edge of the cliff above the houfe of the prieft
of the river, where Mr. Bruce refided,

Upon the rock in the middle of the slain, the Agows
ufed to pile up the bones of the bealts Lillcd in facrifice
mixing them with billets of wood, after which they fir
them on fire. ‘This is now difcontinued, or rather trans-
ferred to another place near the church, as they are at
prefent indulged in the full enjoyment of their idolatrous
rites, both under Fafil and Mickael. In the middle of
the marfh, near the bottom of the mountain of Geeth,
arifes a hillock of a circular form, about three feet from
the furface of the marfls itfelf, though apparently founded
much deeper in it. ‘Fhe diameter of this is fomething
fhort of twelve feet, it is furrounded by a fhallow trench,
which colleéts the water and voids it eaftward; it is
firmly built with fod or earthen turf, brought from the
fides, and conflanly kcpt in repair, and thisis the altar
vpon which all their religious ceremonies are performed.
In the middle of this altar is a hole, obvioufly made, or
at leaft enlarged, by the hand of man. It is kept clear of
grafs, or other aquatic plants, and the waterin it is perfefily
pure and limpid, but has no ebullition or motion of any
kind difcernible upon its farface. This mouth, or open-
ing of the fource, is fome parts of an inch lefs than three .
feet diameter, and the water ftood at that time, the sth
of November, about two inches from thelip or brim, nor
éid it either increafe or diminifh during all the time of
his flay at Geefh, though they made plentiful ufe of it.
This éring is about fix feet fix inches deep.

At the diftance of ten feet from the firfl of shefe fprings,
a little to the weft of foath, is the fecond fountain, about
eleven inches in diameter ; but this is cight feet, three
inches deep. And zbour twenty feet diftant from the
frit, is the third fource, its mouth being fomething more
than two feet large, and it is five feet eight inches decp.
Koth thefe laft fountains fand in the middle of fmall al-
tars, made, like the former, of fizm fod, but neither of
them ahove three feet diameter, and having a foot of lefs
elevation than the Srit.  The altar in this third fource
feemed almoft diffolved by the water, which in both ftood
pearly up to the brim ; at the foot of each appcare? a

cleaz
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clear and brifk running rill; thefe uniting joined the
water in the trench of the firit aitar, and then ‘proceeded
direttly out, pointing caftward, in a quantity that would
have filled a pipe of about two inches diameter. The water
from thefe fountains is very light and good,and perfeétl
taftelefs ; it was at this time moft intenfely cold, thbug{
expofed to the mid-day fun without fhelter, there being
no trees nor bufhes nearer it than the cliff of Geefh on irs
fouth fide, and the trees that furround Saint Michael
Geefh on the north, which, according to the cuftom of
Abyffinia, is, like other churches, planted in the midit
of a grove. :

On the sth of November, the day after Mr. Bruce’s
arrival at Geeh, the weather perfeélly clear, clondlefs,
and nearly calm, in all refpeéts well adapted to obferva-
tion, being extremely anxious to afcertain, beyond the
power of controverly, the precife {pot on the globe that
this fountain had fo long occupied unknown, he pitched
his tent =n the nortli edge of the cliff, immediately above
the prieft’s houfe, having verified the inftrument with all
the care poflible; both at the zenith and horizon. With
a brals quadrant of three feet radius, by one meridian al-
titude of the fun’s upper limb, all neceffary equations
and deduions confidered, he determined the latitude of
the place of obfervation to be 102 597 11%; and by an-
other obfcrvation of the fame kind made on the 6th, 10°
59° 8”5 after which, by a medium of thirty-three obfer
vations of ftars, the largeft and neareft, the firlt vertical,
he found the latidude to be 10° 59" 10""; a mean of
which being 10% 59’ 94", fay 16° 597 10”. The lon-
gitnde he afcertained ta be 36% 55" 30" eaft of the mes
ridian of Greenwich.

On the night of the 4th, the very night of Mr. Bruce's
arrival, melancholy refleftions upon his prefent fate, the
doubtfulnefs of his rewurn in fafety, were he Pcrmittcd ta
mﬂ‘k“ the attempt, and the fears that even this would be
refufed, accordi ng to the rule obferved in Abyflinia wirh
all travellers who have once entered the kingdom ; the
confcioufnef(s of the pain that he was then occafionine to
many worthy individvals, expeéting daily that informa-
tion concerning his fituation, which it was not iy his
power to give them ; fome other thoughts, perhaps, ttill

nearce
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nearer the heart than thofe, crowded upon his mind, and
forbade all approach of fleep. He was, at that very mo-
ment, in pofieflion of what had, for many years, been
the principle objett of his ambition and wifhes: indif-
ference, (which from the ufual infirmity of human nature
follows, at leaft for a time, complete enjoyment) had
taken place of it. The marfh, and the fountains, upon
comparifon with the rife of many of our rivers, became
now a trifling objeét in his fight. He remembered that
magnificent éenc in his own native country, where the
'Tweed, Clyde, and Annan rife in one hill ; three rivers,
as he now thought, not inferior to the Nile in beanty,
preferable to it in the cultivation of thofe countries through
which they flow ; fupesior, valtly fuperior to it in the
virtues and qualities of the inhabitants, and in the beauty
of its flocks, crowding its paftures in peace, without
fear of violence from man or beaft. He had feen the rifeof
the Rhine and Rhone, and the more magnificent fources
of the Soane: he began, in his forrow, to trcat the in-

uiry about the fource of the Nile as a violent effort of a
Zi&empcrcd fancy. Grief or defpondency now rolling
upon him like a torrent, relaxed, not refrefhed, by un-
quiet and imperfe& fleep, he ftarted from his bed in the
utmoft agony ; he went'to the door of his tent'; every
thing was full ; the Nile, at whofe head he ftood, was
not capable either to promote or to interzupt his flumbers,,
but the coolnefs and ferenity of the night braced his
nerves, and chafed away thofe phantoms. that, while in
bed. had opprefled and tormented him.

Numerous dangers, hardfhips, and forrows had indeed
befet him through this half of his excurfion ; but' it was
fill as true, that another Guide, more powerful than his.
own courage, health, or underflanding, if any of thefe
can be called man’s own, had uniformly protected him
in all that tedious half; he found his confidence not
abated, that flill the fame Guide was able to conduét him
to his now wifhed-for home. He immediately refumed
his former fortitude, confidered the Nile indeed as no
mote than rifing from fprings, as all other rivers do, but
widely different in this, that it was the palm for three
thoufand years held out to all the nations in. the world as

a duug
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a detur digniffomo, which, in his cool hours he had thousht
was worth the attempting at the rifk of his life, which
he had long either refolved to lofe, or Tay this difcovery,
a trophy in which he could have no cempetitor, for the
honour of his country, at the feet of his lovereign, whofe
fervant he was.

Mr. Bruce had procured from the Englifh {hips, while
at Jidda, fome quick-filver, perfeétly pure, and heavier
than the common fort; warming therefore the tube
gently at the fire, he filled it with this quick-filver, and,
to his great furprife, found that it ftood at the height of
22 Englifh inches. Sufpeéting that fome air might have
infinuated itfelf into the tube, he laid it by in a warm
part of the tent, covered till morning, and returning to
bed, flept there profoundly till fix, when, fatisfied the
whole was in perfet order, he found it to ftand at 22
Englifh inches ; neither did it vary fenfibly from that
height any of the following days he ftaid at Geefh ; and
thence he inferred, that, at the fources of the Nile, he
was then morethan two miles above the level of the fea;
a prodigious height, to enjoy a fky perpetually clear, as
:ll-f'o a hot fun never over-caft for a moment with clouds
from rifing to fetting.  On the 6th of November, at a
quarter paft five in the morning, Fahrenheit’s thermome-
ter ftood at 44°," at noon 96¢, and at fun-fer 46°. It
was, as to fenfe, cold at night, and ftill more fo an hour
before fun-rife. .

‘The Nile, keeping nearly in the middle of the marfh,
runs eaft for thirty yards, with a very little increafe of
ftream, but perfettly vifible, till met by the graffy brink
of the land declining from Sacala. This turns it round
gradually to the N. E. and then due north ; and, in the
two miles it flows in that direction, the river receives
many {mall contributions from fprings that rife in the
banks on each fide of it : there are two, particularly one
on the hillat the back of St. Michael Geefh, the other a
little lower than it on the other fide, on the ground de-
clining from Sacala. Thefe laft-mentioncd {prings are
more than double its quantity ; and being arrived under
the hill whereon ftands the church of Saint Michael Sa-
cala, about two miles from its fource, it there becomes
a ftream that would turaa common mill, fhallow, clear,

and
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and running over a rocky bottom about three yards wide :
this muft be underftood to be variable according to the
feafon ; and the prefent obfervations are applicable to
the sth of November, when the rains had ceafed for feve-
ral weeks. *

Our traveller fays, nothing can be more beautifu] than
this fpot; the fmall rifing hills about them were all thick.
covered with verdure, efpecially with clover, the largeft
and fineft he ever faw ; the tops of the heights crowned
with trees of a prodigious fize; the ftream, at the banks
of which they were fitting, was limpid and pure as the
fineft cryftal ; the ford, covered thick with a buthy kind
of tree that {cemed to affeét to grow to no height, but
thick with foilage and young branches, rather to court
the furface of the water, whilft it bore, in prodigious
quantities, a beautiful yellow flower, not unlike a fingle
wild rofe of that colour, but without thorns. ‘

Aflter having ftepped over the ford fifty times, he ob-
ferved it no larger than a common mill fiream. The Nile
from this ford, turns to the weftward, and, after running
over loofe ftones occafionally, in that dire€tion, about four
miles farther, theangle of inclination increafing greatly,
broken water, and a fall commences of about fix feet,
and thus it gets rid of the mountainous place of its nati-
vity, and iffues into the plain of Gouite, where is its
firlt cataraét. Arrived in the plain of Goutto, the river
{eems to have loft all jts violence, and fearcely 1s feen to
flow ; but, at the fame time, it thqe makes fo many
fharp, unnatural windings, that it differs from any other
river Mr. Bruce ever {aw, making about twenty fharp
angular peninfulas in the courfe of ﬁve_ miles, through a
bare, marfhy plain of clay, quitc deftitute of trees, and
exccedingly inconvenient and unpleafant to travel., After
pafling this plain, it turns due nortl_r, receives the tribute
of many fmall fireams, the Gometti, the Googueri, and
the Kebezza, which defcend from the mountains of
Aformafha ; and, united, fall into the Nile about twenty
miles below its fource; it begins here to run rapidly,
and again receives a number of beaotiful rivulets, which.
have their rife in the heights of Litchambara, the femi.
circular range of mountains that pafs behind, and feem
to inclofe Aformafba. Here it begins to become a con-

: fiderable
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ﬁ.!e:-aimle ftream; its banks high and broken, covered
with old timber trees for the {pace of about three miles -
it inclines to the norih-caft, and winds exceedin ly, lnd,.
is then joined by the fmall river Diwa from the eaft.
As the mere names of places, through which the Nile
pafles, can afford very little amufement to our readers,
we fhall only cbferve, that it empties itfelf at Jaft into the
Mediterranean.

Mr. Bruce now proceeds to inveftigate the reafon of
the inundations of the Nile, and oblerves, that it is an
obfervation, which holds good through all the works of
Providence, that although God, in the beginning, gave
an inftance of his almighty power, by creating the world
with one fingle fias, yet, in the laws he has laid down
for the maintaining order and regularity in the details of
his creation, he has invariably produced all thele effeés
by the leaft degree of power pefiible, and by thofe means
that feem moft obvious to human conception. But it
{eemed, however, not according to the tenor of
his ways and wifdom, to create a country like Egypr,
without fprings, or even dews, and fubjeét it to a nearly
vertical fun, that he might fave it by {o extraordinary an
intervention as was the annual inundation, and make it
the moft fertile {pot of the univerle.

Whatever were the conjectures of the dreamers of an-
tiquity, modern travellers and philofophers, defcribing
without {yftem or prejudice what their eye faw, have
found that the inundation of Egypt has been effeéted by
natural means, perfectly confonant with the ordinary
rules of Providence, and the laws given for the govern-
ment of the reft of the univerfe. They have found that
the plentiful fall of the tropical rains produced every
year at the {fame time, by the aftion of a violent fun, has
been uniformly, without miracle, the caufe of Egypt be-
ing regularly overflowed. The fun being nearly ftationary
for fome days in the tropic of Capricorn, the air there
becomes fo " much rarih}::d, that the heavier winds,
charged with watery particles, rufh in upon it from
the Atlantic on the weft, and from the Indian Ocean
on the eaft. The fouth wind, morecover, loaded with
heavy \'HFOM, condenfed in that high ridge of mountains
not far fouth of the Line, which forms a fpine to the

peninfula
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peninfula of Africa, and, running northward with the
other two, furnifh wherewithal to reftore the equili-
brivm. .

- The fun, having thus gathered fuch a quantity of va.
ours as it were to a focus, now puts them in motion,
and drawing them aiter it in its rapid progrefs norch-
ward, on the 7th of Jamuary, for two years together
feemed to have extended its power to the atmofphere of
Gondar, when, for the firft time, there appeared in the
{ly white, dappled, thin clouds, the fun being then
diftant 34° from the zenith, without any one cloudy or
dark fpeck having been feen for feveral months before.
Advancing to the Line with increafed velocity, and de-
{cribing larger fpirals, the fun brings on a few drops of
rain at Gondar the 1ft of March, being then diftant §°
from the zenith; thefe are greedily abforbed by the
thirity foil, and this fcems to be the fartheft extent of
the fun’s influence, capable of caufing rain, which then
only falls in large drops, and lafts but a few minates :
the rainy fealon, however, begins moft {ferioufly upon
1¢s arrival at the zenith of every place, and theft rains
continue conftant and increafing after he has pafled it,
in his progrefs northward. Before this, green boughs
and leaves appear floating in the Bahar el Abiad, and
fiew that, in the latitude where it rifes, the rains are
already abundant. The Galla, who inhabit, or have
paﬂ'cd that river, give account of its fituation, which
lies, as far as Mr. Bruce could ever calculate, about ¢°
from the Line,

In April, all the rivers in Amhara, Begemder, and
Lafta, firft difcoloured, and then beginning to fwell,
join the Nile in the feveral parts of its courfe neareft
them; the river then, from the height of its angle incli-
nation, forces itfelf through the ftagnant lake without
mixing withit. Inthe beginning ot May, hundreds of
#reams pour themfelves from Gojam, Damot, Maitfha,
and Dembea, into the lake Tzana, which had become
low by intenfe evaporation, but now begins to fill infen-
fibly, and contributes a large quantity of water to the
Nile, before it falls down the catara& of Alara. In the
beginning of June, the fun having pafled all Abyffinia,
the rivers there are all full, and then is the time of the

greateft
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catelt rains in Abyfinia, while it is for s,
1t were, ftationary in the tropic of Cancer, ey, :\s
Immediately after the fun has paffed the Line, he be-
gins the rainy feafon to the fouthward, flill as he ap-
proaches the zenith of each place; but the fituation and
neceflities of this country being varied, the manner of
promoting the inundation is changed. A high chain of
mountains run from about 6° fouth all along the middle
of the continent towards the Cape of Good Hope, and in«
terfects the fouthern part of the peninfula, nearly in the
{ame manner that the river Nile does the northern. A
firong wind from the fouth, ftopping the progefs of
the condenfed vapours, dafhes them againft the cold
fammits of this ridge of mountains, and forms many
rivers which efcape in the direttion either eaft or weft,
‘as the level prefents itf:lf.  Ifthis is towards the weft.
they fall down the fides of the mountains into the
Atlantic, and if on the eaft, into the Indian Ocean.

Three remarkable appearances attend the inundation
of the Nile. Every morning in Abyflinia is clear, and
the fun fhines; about nine, a fmall cloud, not above
four feet broad, appears in the caft, whirling violently
round as if upon an axis, but arrived near the zenith,
it firlt abates its motion, then lofes its form, extends
itfelf greatly, and feems to call up vapours from all op-
pofite quarters. Thefe clouds, having attained nearly
the fame height, rufh again{t each other with great
violence. The air, impelled before the heavieft mafs,
or fwifteft mover, makes an impreflion of its own form
in the colle@tion of clouds oppofite, and the moment it
has taken pofleflion of the fpace made to receive it, the
moft violent thunder poffible to be conceived inftantly
follows, with rain; after fome hours, the fky again
clears, with a wind at north, and it is always dif-
agreebly cold when the thermometer is below 63°.

The fecond thing remarkable is the variation of the
thermometer; when the fun is in the fouthern tropic,
369 diftant from the zenith of Gondar, it is feldom
lower than 72°’; but it falls to 60° and 59° when the
fun is immediately vertical; fo happily does the ap-
proach of rain compenfate the heat of a too-fcorching

fun,
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The third is, that remarkable ftop in the extent of
the rains northward, when the fun, that has conduéted
the vapours from the Line, and fhould feem, now more
than ever, to he in pofieflion of them, is here over-
ruled fuddenly, till, on its return to the zenith of Gerri,
again it refumes the abfolute command over the rain, and
reconduéls it to the Line to furnifh diftant deluges to the
fouthward.

Mr. Bruce fays it is in Fcbruar;(;{ March, or April
only, the plague begins in Egypt.  Mr. Bruce does not
believe it an endemial difeafe, but rather thinks it
comes from Conftantinople with merchandife, or paf-
{engers, and at this time of the year, that the air having
attained a degree of putridity proper to receive it by the
long abfence of dews, the infetion is thereto joined,
and continues to rage till it is fuddenly flopped by the
dews occafioned by a refrefhing mixture ot rain-water,
which is poured out into the Nile at the beginning of the
inundation.

The firftandmoft remarkable fign of thechange broughy
about in the air is the fudden ftopping of the plague at
Saint John's day ; every perfon, though fhut up from foci-
ety for months before, buys, fells, and communicates with
his neighbour without any fort of apprehenfion; and it
was never known, as far as Mr. Bruce could learn
wpon fair inquiry, that one fell fick of the plague
atter this anniverfary : it will be obferved Mr. Bruce
does not fay died; there are, examples of that, thongh
he believes but few ; the plague is not always a difeafe
that fuddenly terminates, it often takes a confiderable
time to come to a head, appearing only by {fymptoms; fo
that people taken ill, under the moft putrid influence of
the air, lingeron, firuggling with the difeafe which has
already got fuch hold that they cannot recover ; but
what Mr. Bruce fays he means is, that no perfon is taken
ill of the plague {o as to die after the dew has fallen in
June; and no fymptoms of the plague are ever commonly
feen in Egypt but in thofe fpring months already men-
tioned, the greater part of which are totally deftitute of
moifture. : ;

. Mr. Bruce then mentions a circumftance, which ig
atniverfally known, and cannot be denicd, The Turks ang

Moors
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Moors are known to be predeftinarians ; they believe e
hour of man’s death is fo immutably fixed that nothing
can either advance or defer 't an inftant.  Secure irr this
principle, they expofe in the market-plice, immediz ey
after gaint John’s day, the clothes of the many ‘hou-
fands that have died during the late continuance of the
plague, all which imbibe the morft air of the ciening
and the morning, are handled, bought, put on, and
worn without any apprehenfion of danger; and though
thefe confift of ‘fors, cotton, filk, and woell.n cloths,
which are ftuffs the moft retentive of the infeltion, no
accident haprens to thofe who wear them from tus their
a confidence.
3 II)VIP];'r Bruce now returns back to his guide Woldo,
whom they had left ferling their reception with the
chief of the village of Geeth.  They found the mealures
taken by this man fuch as convinced them at once of
his capacity and attachment. The miferable Agows, al-
fembled all around him, were too much interefled in the
appearance our travellers made, not to be exceedingly
inquifitive how long - their ftay was to be among them.
They faw, by the horfe driven before them, that they
helonged to Faill, and fufpefted, for the fame realon,
that they were to maintain them, or, in other words,
that they fhould live at difcretion upon them as long as
they chofe to tarry there ; but Woldo, with great ad-
drefs, had difpelled thele fears almoft as foon as they
were formed. He informed them of the king's grant to
Mr. Bruce of the village of Geefh ; that Fall's tyranny
and avarice would end that day, and another malter,
like Negadé Ras Georgis, was come to pafs a chearful
time among them, with a refolution to pay for every
Jabour they were ordered to perform, and purchafe all
things for ready money: he added, moreover, that no
military fervice was further to be exatted from them,
either by the king or governor of Damaet, nor from their
prefent mafter, as he had no enemics. They found
this news had circulated with great rapidily, and they
met with a hearty welcome upon their arrival at the
village.

Woldo had aked a houfe from the Shum, who very
¢ivilly bad granted Mr, (l)?vrucc bis own; it wae juk

2
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large enough to ferve him, but they were obliped to take
poficflion of four or five others, and they were fcarce-
Iy fettled in thefe, when a fervane arrived from Fafil to
intimate to the Shum his furrendry of the property and
fovercignty of Geefh to Mr. Bruce, in confequence of a
grant {rom the king : he brought with him a fine, large

milk-white cow, two fheep, and two goats; the fheep
and goats Mr. Bruce underftood were from Wellera
Yafous. Fafil alfo fent them fix jars of hydromel, fifty
wheat loaves of very excellent bread, and to this Wei.
leta Yafous had added two middle fized horns of ex-
cellent firong {pirits. Their hearts were now perfeitly
at eafe, and they paffed a very merry evening. Woldo,
who had done his part to great perfection, and had re-
conciled the minds of all the people of the village to
our travellérs, bad a little apprehenfion for himfelf; he
thought he had loft credit with Mr. Bruce, and therefore
employed the fervant of Ayto Aylo to defire Mr. Bruce
not to fpeak of the {afh to Fafil’s fervant, Our traveller
affured him, that, as long as he faw him ating properly,
as he now did, it was much more probable he fhould
give him another fath on their return, than complain of
the means he had ufed to get this laft. This entirely re-
moved all his fears, and indeed as long after as he was
with them, heevery day deferved more and more their
commendations.

Woldo was now perfe@ly happy; he had no fuperior
or {py over hisactions; he had explained himfelf to the
Shum, that they fhould want fomebody to buy neceffa-
ries to make bread for our travellers, and to take care of
the management of their houfe. They difplayed their
feffer articles for barter to the Shum, and told him the
molt confiderable purchafes, fuch as oxen and fheep,
were to be paid in gold. He was ftruck with the appear-
ance of our travellers wealth, and the generofity of their
propofals, and told Woldo that he infifled, fince they
were in his houfes, they would take his daughters for
their houfe keepers. The propofal was a moft reafona-
ble one, and readily accepted. He accordingly fent for
three in an inftant, and they delivered them their charge,
‘The eldeft took it upon her readily, fhe was about fixtcen
yearssof age, of a flature above the middle fize, but fhe

was
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was remarkably genteel, and, colour apart, her features
would have made her a beauty in any country in Europe ;
fhe was, befides, very fprightly ; they underflood not
one word of her langnage, though fhe comprehended
very eafily the figns that they made. This nymph of
the Nile was called by nick name Irpone, which fignifies
fome animal that deftroys mice, butwhether of the fer-
ret or fnake kind, Mr. Bruce could not perfeéily under-
ftand ; fometimes it was one, and fometimes another, but
which it was he thought of no great importance.

After difpofing of fome of their ftock in purchafes,
fhe thought herfelf obliged to render our travellers an
account, and give back the refidue at night w Waldo,
with a proteftation that fhe had not ftolen or kept any
thing tq herfelf. Mr. Bruce looked upen this regular
sAccounting as an ungenerous treatment of their benetac-
trefs. Mr. Bruce called on Woldo, and made him pro-
duce a parcel that contained the fame with the firt com-
modities they had givcn her; aud this confifted of beads,
antimony; fmall feiffars, knives and large needles. tle
then brought out a packet of the fame that had not becn
broken, and told her, they were intended to be diftribut-
ed among her friends, and that they expeted no account
from her ; on the contrary, that, after the had beftowed
thefe, to buy them neceflaries, and for any purpofes the
pleafed, he had fill as many more to leave her at parting,
for the trouble fhe had given herfelf. Mr. Bruce often
thought the head of the little favage would have turned
with the poffeflion of fo much riches, and fo great confi-
dence, and it was impoffible to be fo blinded, as not to
fee that cur traveller had already made great progrefsim
her affeCtions. 'T'o the number of trifies he had added
one ounce of gold, value about fifty fhillings fterling,
which he thought would defray their expences all the
time they {taid ; and having now perfeétly arranged the
aconomy of their family, nothing remained but to make
the proper obfervations.

* As the houles are all clay and ftraw, there was no

place for fixing his clock ; he was therefore obliged 1o
employ a very excellent watch made for him by Ellicott,
The dawn now began, and a few minutes afterwar.ls
every body was at fhcir doors; every one crowded to
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fee them, and they breakfafted in public with very great
cheerfulnefs. 'Ihe white cow was killed; and every one
was invited to his {hare of her.  'The,Shum, prieft of the
river, would likewife have been of the paity, but hede-
clined cither fitting or eating with them, though his fons
were not {o {crupulous,

Once a year, upon this principal fountain and altax
already mentioned, on the firlt appearance of the dog-ftar,
(or, as others fay, eleven days after) this prieft affembles
the heads of the clans ;. and having facrificed a black hei-
fer that never bore a calf, they plunge the head of it
into this fountain, they then wrap it up in its own hide,
fo as ne more to be {een, after having {prinkled the hide
within and without with water from the fountain.
The carcafe is then fphit in half, and cleaned with extra-
ordinary care; and, thus prepared, it is laid upon the
hillock over the firlt fountain, and wathed all over with
its water, while the elders, or confiderable people, carry
‘water in their hands jo'ned (it muft not be in any difh)
from the two other fountains; they then affembie upon

the fmall hill a litile weft of St Michael, (it ufed to be
" the place where the church now ftands) there they divide
the carcafe into pieces correfponding to the number of
the tribes, and each tribe has its privilege, or preten-
fions, to particular parts, which are not in proportion to
the f refent confequence of the feveral clans. Geefh has
a principal flice, though the moft inconfiderable territory
of the whole; Sacala has tire next; and Zeegam, the
‘moft confiderable of them all in power and riches, has
the leaft of the whole.  After having ate this carcale raw,
aceording to their culiom, and drunk the Nile water,
to the exclufion of any other liquor, they pile up the
“bones on the place where they fit, and burn them to
“athes.

This ufed to be performed where the church now
flands ; but Ras Sela Chriftos, fome time after, having
beaten the Agows, and defirous, at the Jefuits in{tiga-
tion, to comert them to Chriftianity, he demolifhed
their altar where the bones were burnt, and built a church
_ ugpon the fite, the doorsof which, Mr. Bruce believes,
were never opened fince that reign, nor is there now, as

far as he could perceive, any Chriftian there who might
wilh
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wifh to fee it frequented. After Sela Chiriftos had de—
molifhed their altar by building thischurch, they ate the
carcale, and burnt the bones, on the top of the mountain
of Geefh out of the way of profanation, where the vef-
tiges of this ceremony may yet be feen; but probably
the fatigue attending this, and the great indifference their
late governors have had for Chriftianity, have brought
them back to a {mall hillock by the fide of the marfh,
weft of St Michael’s church, and a little to the fouath-
ward, where they perform this folemnity every year, and
they will probably refume their firft altar when the
church is fallen to ruins, which they areevery day pri-
vately haftening.

Having finithed their bloody banquet, they carry the
head, clofe wrapt from fight in the hide, into the ca-
vern, which they fay reaches below the fountains, and
there, by a common light, without torches. or a num-
ber of candles, as denoting a folemnity, they perform
their worfhip, the particulars of which Mr. Bruce never
could learn ; it is a piece of free-mafonary, which every
hody knows, and nobody ventures to reveal. At a cer~
tain time of the night they leave the cave, but at what
time, or by what rule, our traveller could not learn ;
neither would they tell him what became of the head,
whether it was ate, or buried, or how confumed. The
Abyflinians have a ﬁory.ﬁrobably created by themfelves,
that the devil appears to them, and with him they eat the
head, fwearing obedicnce to him upon certain conditions,
that of fending rain, and a good fealon for their bees and
cattle; however this may bhe, it is certain, that they
pray to the {pirit refiding in the river, whom they call.,
the Everlafting God, Light of the World, Eye of the
World, God of eace, their Saviour, and Father of the
Univerfe.

Their landlord, the Shum, made no fcruple of reciting
his prayers for feafonable rain, for plenty of grafs, for
the prefervation of ferpents, at leaft of one kind of this
reptile ; he alfo deprecated thunder in thefe prayers,
which he pronounced very pathetically with a kind of
tone or long ; he called the river “* Moft H igh God, Sa.
viour of the World;” of the other words Mr, Bruce
could zot well judge, butcl;_v the interpretation of Wol.

L do,
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do. Thofe titles, however, of divinity which he gave
to the river, he could perfeétly co:npréhcnd without an
interpreter, and for thefe ouly he is a voucher.

Mr. Bruce afked the priclt, into whofe good graces
he had purpofely infinuated himfelf, if ever 3"Yh1'pirit
had been feen by him? He anfwered, without hefita~
tion, Yes; very frequently. He faid he had feen the
fpirit the evening of the 3d, (juft as the fun was fetting)
under a tree, which he fhewed our traveller at a
diftance, who told him of the death of a fon, and alfle
that a party from Fafil’s army was coming; that, being
afraid, he confulted his ferpent, who ate readily and
heartily, from which he knew no harm was to befal him
from his vifitors. Mr. Bruce atked him, if hecould
ptevail on the fpirit to appear to him. He faid he could
fiot venture to make that requeft, He faid he was of a
very graceful figure and appearance; he thought ra-
ther older than middle age; but hefeldom chofe to look ag
his face; he had a long white beard, his cloths not like
theirs of leather, but like filk, of the fafhion of the coun-
try. Mr. Bruce atked him how he was certain it was
nota man ? he laughed, or rather fneered, fhaking his
head, and faying, ** No, no, it is no man, but a fpirit.”
M. Bruce then defired to know why he prayed againf
thunder. He faid, becaufe it was hurtful to the bees,
their great revenue being houney and wax: then, why
he prayed for ferpents? Le replied, Becaufe they taughe
him the coming of good or evil. It feems they have
all feveral of thefe creatures in the neighbourhood, and
the richer fort always in their houfes, whom they take care
of, and feed before they undertake a journecy, or any
affair of confequence. ‘They take this animal from his
hole, and put butter and milk before him, of which
he is extravagantly fond ; if he does not eat, ill-fortune
is near at hand.

Before an invafion of the Galla, or an inrcad of the
enemy, they fay thefe ferpents difappear, and are nowhere
to be found. Falil, the fagacious and cunning governor
of the country, was, as it was faid, greatly addicted to
this fpecies of divination, ir. fo much as never to mount

.

his
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his horfe, or go from home, if an animal of this kind,
which he had in his keeping, refufed to eat,

The Shum’s name was Kefla Abay, or Servant of the
river; he was a man about feventy, not very lean, but
infirm, fully as much fo as might have been expatted
‘from that age. He conceived that he might have had
eighty-four or eighty-five children. That honourable
charge which he pofleffed had been in his family from
the ﬁginning of the world, as he imagined. Indeed,
if all his predeceffors had as numerous families as he,
there was. no probability of the fucceffion devolving to
ftrangers. He had a long white beard, and very mode-
rately thick ; an ornament rare in Abyflinia, where they
have feldom any hair upon their chin. He had round
his body a fkin wrapt and tied with a broad belt. Above
this he wore a'cloak with the hood up, and covering his
head ; he was bare-legged, but had fandals, much like
thofe upon ancient ftatues ; thefe, however, he put off as
foon as ever he approached the bog where the Nile rifes,
whieh our travellers were all likewife obliged to d-s
They were allowed to drink the, water, but make no
other afe of it. None of the inhabitants of Geefh wath
themfelves, or their cloths, in the Nile, but in a fiream
that falls from the mountain of Geefh down into the

lain of Affoa, which runs fouth, and meets the Nile in
its turn northward, pafling the country of the Gafats
and Gongas.

The Agows, in whofe country the Nile rifes, ars, in
point of number, one of the moft confiderable nations in
Abyflinia; when their whole force is raifed, which fel-
dom happens, they can bring to the field 4000 horfe, and~
a great number of foot; they were, however, once much
more powerful ; feveral unfuccefsful battles, and the per.
petual inrodds of the Galla, have much dimini(hed their
ftrength. The country, indeed, is ftill full of inhabitants ;
but from their hiftory we learn, that one clan, called
Zeegam, maintained fingly a war againft the king him-
felf, from the time of Socinios to that of Vafoug
the Great, who, after all, overcame them by fur-
Pnﬁ:_ and ftratagem ; and that another clan, the Denauis
in like manner maintained. the war againit l‘ucil?da;.
Hannes 1. and Yafous 11, all of them aftives princeqf

O3 Their



2¢8 SHAW's ABRIDGEMENT OF

‘Their riches, however, are ftill greater than their power,
for though their province in length is no where 6o miles,
nor half that in breadth, yet Gondar and all the neigh-
bouring country depend for the neceffaries of life, cattle,
boney, botter, wheat, hides, wax, and a number of
fuch articles, upon the Agows, who came conitantly
in fucceffion, a thoufand and fifteen hundred at a time
loaded with thefe commodities, to the capital. As thé
dependence upon the Agows is fortheir produce rather
than on the forces of their country, it has been a maxim
wigh wife princes to compound with them for an additional
_tribute, inftead of their military fervice; the neceflities
of the times have fometimes altered thefe wife regula-
tions, and between their attachment to Fafil, and after-
wards to Ras Michael, they have been very much reduced,
whereby the ftate hath fuffered.
1t may naturally be fuppofed, that, in a long carriage,
fuch as that of hundred miles in fuch a climate, but-
ter muft melt, and be in a Rate of fufion, confequently
. very near putrefadtion ; this is prevented by the root of
an herb, called Moc-moco, yellow in colour, anq. ina
fhape nearly refembling a carrot ; this they bruife and
mix with their butter, and a very fmall quantity preferves
it frefh for a confiderable time ; and this'is a great faving
- and convenience; for, fuppofing falt was employed, it is
very doubtful if it would anfwer the intention ; befides,
falt is a money in this country, being circulated in the
form of wedges, or bricks, it ferves the purpofe of filver
coin, and is the change of gold; fo that this herb is of
the ufmoft ufe in preventing the increafe in price of this
-necéifary article, which is the principal food of all ranks
of peeple in this country.
fides the market of Gondar, the neighbourng black
favages, the woolly-headed Shangalla, purchafe the great-
eft part of thefe commodities from them, and many others,
which they bring from the capital when they return
thence; they receive incxchange elephants teeth, rhino-
L €105 horns, gold in fmall pellets, and a quantity of very
~fine cotton ; of which goods they might receive a _much
.-, greater quantity were they content to cultivate trade in a
fair way, withont making inroads upon thefe favages for
the
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the fake of flaves, and thereby ditturbing them in their
u;:lcupations of feeking for gold and hunting the ele!
phant. t
The cloathing of the Agows is all of hides, which they
foften and manutature in a method peculiar to'themfelves,
and this they wear in the rainy fealon, when the weather
is cold, for here the rainy feafons are of Tong duration
and violent, which fill increafes the nearer you ap-
proach the Line. The younger fort are chiefly naked,
the married women carrying their children about with
them upon their backs; their cloathing is like a fhirt
down to their feet, and girded with a belt or girdle
about their middle : the lower part of it refembles a
large double petticoat, one ply of which they turn
back over their fhoulders, faftening it with a broach,
or fkewer, acrofs their breaft before, and carrying their
children in it behind, The women are generally thin
and, like the men, below the middle fize. ~There is
no fuch thing as barrennefs known among them. They
begin to bear children before eleven ; they marry ge-
nerally about that age, and are marriageable two years
before: they clofe child-hearing before they are thirty,
though there are feveral initances to the contrary.
Belides what they fell, and what they pay to the go-
vernor of Damor, the Agows have a particular tribute
which they prefent to the king : one thoufand dabra of
honey, each dabra containing about fixty pounds weight,
being a large earthen veffel. They pay, moreover, fif-’
teen hundred oxen and 1000 ounces of gold; formerly
the number of jars of honey was four thoufand, but fe-
veral of thefe villages being daily given to private peo-’
ple by the king, the quantity is diminifhed by the quota’
fo alienated.  The butter is all fold ; and, fince the fatal *
battle of Benja, the king's $hare comes only to about
one thoufand jars. The officer that keeps the accounts,
and fees the rents paid, is called Agow Miziker; his
oft is worth one thoufind ounces of gold; and by this’
it may be judged with what ceconomy this revenie is
collected. .
Though Mr. Bruce had with him two large tents fuf-
ficient for his people, he.was advifedto take pollefion of”
the houfes to fecure their mules and horfes from t

0 6 hieves
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in the night, as alfo from the affaults of wild healts, of

which this country is full.  Almoft every fmall collec-

tion of houfes has behind it a large cave, or fubterra-

neous dwelling, dug in the rock, of a prodigious capa-

city, and which muft have been a work of great labour.

It is not poffible at this diftance of time, to fay whether

thefe caverns were the ancient habitation of the Agows-
when they were Troglodytes, or whether they were in-

tended for retreats upon any alarm of an irruption of
the Galla into their country,

On the gth of November, Mr. Bruce having finithed
his memorandum releating to thefe remarkable places,
traced again on foot the whole courfe of this river from
its fource to the plain of Goutto. He was unattended
by any one, having with him only two hunting dogs, and
Lis gun in his hang. The quantity of game of all forts,
efpecially the deer kind, was, indeed, furprifing ; but
though he was, as ufual, a very fuccefsful fportfman, he
was obliged, for want of help, to leave each deer where
he fell. They fleep in the wild oats, and do not rife
till you are about to tread upon them, and then ftare at

ou for half a minute before they attempt to run off.
" Our travellers having now finifhed their bufinefs, no-
thing remained but to depart. They had pafled their
time in perfeét harmony ; the addrefs of Woldo, and the
great attachment of their friend Irepone, had kept their
houfe in a chearful abundance. 'l hey had lived, it is
true, toomagnificently for phifolophers, but neither idly
nor riotoufly ; and he believes never will any foc%reign of
Geefh be again {fo popular, or reign over his fubjects
with greater mildnefs. Mr. Bruce had pratifed medicine
atis, and killed, for three days fucceffively, a cow each
E;y for the poor and the neighbours. He had cloathed
the high prieft of the Nile from head to foot, as alfo
his two' fohs, and decorated two of his daughters with
beads® of all the colours of the rainbow, adding every
other little prefent they feemed fond of, or that our tra-
vellers thought would be agreeable. As for their ami-
- able Trepone, they had referved for her the choiceft of
their prefents, the moft valuable of every article they had

with them, and a large proportion of every one
of
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of them, they alfo gave ber fome gold; but fhe, more
generous and nobler in her fentiments than they, feemed
to pay little attention to thefe that announced ‘to her the
feparation from her friends ; fhe tore her fine hair, which
fhe had every day before braided in a newer and more
graceful manner; fhe threw herfelf upon the ground in
the houfe, and refufed to fee our travellers mount on
horfeback, or take their leave, and came not to the door
till they were already fet out, then followed them with
her good wifhes and her eyes as far as fhe could fee or
be heard.

Mr. Bruce took his leave of Kefla Abay, the venera-
ble prieft of the moft famous river in the world, who
recommended him with great earneftnefs to the care of
his god, which as one of our travellers humorouily
enough obferved, meant nothing lefs than he hoped the
devil would take him. All the young men in the vil-
lage, with lances and fhields, attended them to Saint Mi-
chael Sacala, that is, to the borders of their country,
and end of My, Bruce's little fovereignty.

TRAVELS
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BOOK VIIL

Return from the Source of the Nile to Gondar—Myr, Bruce
prepaves o leave dbyffinia

N the 10th of November, 1770, our travellers left

Geefh in their return to Gondar, and pafled the
Abay, under the church of Saint Michael Sacala. The
next day, they continued their journey in their former
road, and in the afternoon they halted at the houfe of
Shalaka Welled Amlac, with whom Mr. Bruce was well
acquainted at Gondar; his houfe is called Welled Abea
Abbo, from a church of Abbo abeut an eighth part of a
mile diftant. ;

Here Mr. Bruce fettled with his former gnide Woldo,
to his perfeét faglsfa&ion, and cancelled m{lircly the me-
mory of fome difagrecable things paled. He then con-
figned our travellers very folemnly to Ayto Aylo’s fer-
vant, in prefence of Welled Amlac, and then took his
leave.

On the 12th of November, having fettled their account
with their holt, they fet out from the hofpitable houfs
of Shalaka Welled Amlac. ‘Their landlord accompa-
nied them in petfon to the ford, and by this, and his

readinefs



readinefs to fhew them what he thought worthy of their
cariofity, and by his care in alcertaining for them the
diftances and fituations of places, he gave them a certain
proof he was well contented, and therefore that they had
nothing to fear. ;

They gained with difficulty the middle of the river,
where the bottom was firm, and there they refted a little,
Whilft they were wading near the other fide, they found
foul ground, but the water was fhallow, and the banks
low and eafy to afcend. The river fide, as far as they
could fee, was bare and deftitote of wood of any kind,
only bordered with thiftles and high grafs, and the water
tinged deep with red earth, of which its banks are com-
pofed. 'This paflage is called Delakus, and is paflable
from the end of O¢tober to the middle of May. Imune-
diately on the top of the hill afcending from the river is
the fmall rown of Delakus, which gives this ford its
name; it is more confiderable in appearance than is the
generality of thefe fmall towns or villages in Abyf-
finfa, becaufe inhabited by Mahometans only, a trad-
ing, frugal, intelligent, and induftrious people. -

Their conduétor, Welled Amlac, put our travellers in
mind of the fervice he had rendered them, and they were
not unmindful of him. He had heen reccived with very
great refpect at the laft place, and it is incredible with
what expedition he fwallowed near a pound of raw flefh
cut from the buttocks of the animal yet alive. After
fome horns of hydromel, he pafled to the other fide,
where he was received with ftill more aflection, if poffi-
ble, by Wellera Michael, and there he began again to
eat the raw meat with an appetite as keen as if he had
fafted for whole days; he then configned our travellers
to Ayto Welleta Michael, his friend, who furnilhed
them with a fervant to conduét them on'their way, while
he himfelf remained that night at the ford.

They left the ford at five in the evening, and, purfuing
their journey north, they paffed the fmall town of De.
lakus, continuing along the hill among little fpots of
brufh-wood and {mall fields of corn intermixed,

Maitfha, the place our travellers Were now preparing
to leave, is governed by ninety-nine Shums, and is an
appendage of the office of Betwudet, to whom it pavs

two
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two thoufznd ounces of gold. The people are origi-
nally of thofe Galla welt of the Abay. Yafous the
Great, when at war with that people, who, in many
preceding reigns, had laid wafte the provinces of Gojam
and Damet, and efpecially Agow, when he palled the
Abay, found thefe people at variance among themfelves ;
and the king, who was every where vi€lorious, bcing,
joined by the weakeft, advanced to Narea, and, on his
return, tranfplanted thefe Galla into Maitfha, placing
part of them along the Nile to guard the paffes. His
fucceflors at different times followed his example; part
they fettled in Maitfha, and part along the banks of the
Nile in Damot and Gojam, where being converted to
Chriftianity, at leatt to fuch Chriftianity as is profeffed
in Abyflinia, they have increafed exceedingly, and
amounted, at leaft before the war in 1768, to 15,000
men, of whom about 4000 ate horfemen.

Mr. Bruce’s fervants and baggage arrived at Gondar,
while he himfelf went to Kofcam, and thus finifhed their
long-Projc&cd expedition, or journey, to the fotlntaix}s _
of the Nile, having, in their return home, made as it
were the chord of the arch of their former journey, or
about ninety-three miles.

It was not till the 23d of November, owing to the
troubles that then reigned in the capital of Abyflinia, that
Mr. Bruce faw the Iteghé. She fenc for him early in the
morning, and had a large breakfaft prepared ; fhe looked
very much worn out and indifpofed. When he came
firft into her prefence, he kneeled, with his forehead
to the ground. She put on a very ferious countenance,
and, without defiring him to rife, faid gravely to her

ople about her, *“ There, fee that madman, who in
times like thefe, when we the natives of the country are
not fafe in our own houfes, rafhly, againft all advice,
runs out into the fields to be hunted like 2 wild bealt by
every robber, of which this country is full.”” She then
made him a fign to rife, which he did, and kiffed her
hand. ¢ Madam, (faid he,) if I did this, it was in
confequence of the good lefions your majelty deigned to

ive me.”"—** Me! (fays fhe,) with furprife, was it [
ﬁmt advifed you, at fuch a time as this, to put yourfelf
in the way ef men like Coque Abou Barea, and Wo -

age
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dge Afahel, to be ill-ufed, robbed, and probably mur~
dered #"—¢¢ No, (faid Mr. Bruce,) Madam, you cer-
tainly never did give me fuch advice; but you muft own
that every day 1 have heard you fay, when you was
threatened by a multitude of powerful enemies, that you
was not afraid, you was in God's hands, and not
in theirs, Now, Madam, Providence has hitherto pro-
te@ed you: I have, in humble imitarion of you, had
the fame Chriftian confidence, and 1 have fucceeded.
I knew I was in God's hands, and thercfore va-
lued not the bad intentions of all the robbers in Abyf-
finia.”

Mr. Bruce next proceeds to give the hiftory of the
Abyflinians during his refidence among them. This
fabject employs feveral theets; but, as they contain only
a derail of horrid rebellions, battles, blood and flaughter,
and fuch as the readers of this abridgement can be no
ways interefted in, we fhall content ourfelves with ob-
ferving, that Mr. Bruce feems to have fhewn great courage
in feveral inftances, and on that account was prefented
by the king with a Jarge chain of gold, with very mafly
links, which he doubled twice, and then put it over Mr.
Bruce’s neck. ‘The chain confited of 184 links, each
of them weighinz 3 1-12 pennyweights of fine goid. * It
was with the utmoft relufance, (fays Mr. Broce) that,
being in want of every thing, I fold a great part of this
honourable diftin&tion at Sennaar in my return home. It
is hoped my fucceflors will never have the fame excufe
1 had for further diminifhing this honourable monument
which I have left them.”

After the troubles had ceafed, and Ras Michael, of
whom we have before {poken, was fent away prifoner
from Gondar, the queen ‘returned to Kofcam, where
Mr. Bruce palled a great part of his time ; but his health
declining every day, he had obtained, with great difficulty,
liberty from her to attempt his rétarn home, The king,
too, after a hundred excepriens and provifos, had at
length been brought to give an unwilling confent,

Captain Thomas Price, of the Lion of Bombay, had
been obliged, by his bufinefs with the government of
Mecea, to continue at Jidda, till the feafon after My,

Bruce
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Bruce went from thence to Abyflinia. He had already
heard once from him, and now a fecond time. He in-
formed Mr. Bruce, that his countrymen had been in the
grcatefl pain for him; that feveral reports had been cur-
rent, both at Jidda and Mocha, of his having been
affaflinated ; fometimes it was faid by the Naybe of
Mafuah ; fometimes that it had happened at Gondar ; by
othors at Sennaar, in his return home. Captain Price
wrote in this lalt letcer, that, thinking Mr. Bruce moft
be diftrefled for want of money, he had left orders with
Ibrahim Seraff, the Englith broker at Jidda, to advance
him 1e-0 crowns, deliring his draft to be fent to lbra-
him, direfted to him or his brother at Bombay, and to
make it payable to a gentleman of that name who lived in
Smithﬁel‘é.

M. Bruce's refolution being now taken, and leave ob-
tained, he confiders this as the proper place to refume the
account of his finances. Mr. Bruce had occaflionally
borrowed from a Greek, whofe name was Petros. This
man was originally a native of the ifland of Rhodes,
which he muit have left early, for he was not at this
time much patt thirty ; he had been by trade a fhoemaker,
For what reafon he left his own country, Mr, Bruce
dogs not know, but he was of a very plealing figure and
addrefs, though very timid., The lieghé very much
diftinguifhed him, and the king had made him Aze-
leffa el Camifha, which anfwers precifely to groom of
the ftole, or firlt lord of the bed-chamber in England.
Bcingdpliant, civil, and artful, and always well-drefled,
he had gained the good graces of the whole court; he
was alfo rich, as the king was generous, and his perqui-
fites not inconfiderable.

After one of the campaigns, in which a dwarf was fhot
who was ftanding before Ras Michael, and the palace fet
on fire in the fray which followed, the crown, which was
under Petros’s charge, was melted; the gold, indeed,
that it confifted of, was afterwards found, bpt there was
faid to have been on the top of it a pearl. or jewel,
of immenfe price-and fize, larger than a pigeon’s egg;
and this, whatever it was, had difappeared, being in all
probability confumed by the fire, Ras Michacl, on the

contrary,
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eontrary, believed that it had been taken out by Petros
with a view to lell it, and for this reafon he had con-
ftantly refuled him liberty to leave Abyilinia, and had
kept him always in fear, that fome day or other he would
{tiip him of all that he had faved. While Michael was
befieging the moungain Haramat, Petros befeeched Mr:
Bruce to take 3o l. of him, and give him his firlt;
fecond, and third bill of exchange upon Meflrs Julian and
Rofa, his correfpondents at Cairo, payable a month after
fight, to the Maronite Bifhop of Mount Sinai, after
which he fet out for his own country, ix forma pauperis,
and thereby efcaped the rapacity of both las Michael
and the Naybe of Mafuah. As for the bill, it came
duly to hand, and was paid to the bifhop,-who would
very fain have received for each of the duplicates, and
was near being baftinado’d for infifting upon this before
the Bey at Cairo.

M. Bruce had made a fhew, and, as he himfelf fays,
with fome degree of oftentation, of fending his gold
chain to Gairo by the hands of Metical Aga's fervant,
declaring always that it was the only piece of Abyflinian
gold he fhould carry out of the country, which he
was to leave, both in faét and appearance, a fzm,ocr.
Mules are the only bcaﬂsr{for carrtage commonly ufed
in Abyflinia, though bulls and cows, of a particular
kind, are beught for the purpofe by carriers, merchants,
and fuch like, in that country, efpecially near the
mines or quarries of falt; they are very flow, however,
an! capable of no great burden, though very eafily
maintained,  Mr, Bruce bad abundance of mules of his
o.vn for carrying his inftruments and baggage, and the
king and Itegh¢ furnifhed him with others for his own
riding, He had, befides, two favourite horfes, which
he intended to attempt to carry home, foolithly enough ;
for though he thought in his own mind, that he was {uffi-
ciently informed of, and prepared for all forts of
hardfhips, he bad not forcflcen the hundreth part of
l:h.r.‘. difticulties and dangers that were then awaiting
1im.

Since the Iteghé had returned, Mr. Bruce always lived
at Kofcam by her own defire, as her health was very
precarious fince her refidence in Gojam,  This fuited

his
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his intention of withdrawing privately, and therefore
not to multiply the number of lcavc-mkings. he had n::
duced his whole attendance to the king and queen.

Mr. Bruce's whole attention was now taken up in pre-
parations for his return through the kingdom of Sennaar
and the defert. Mr. Bruce's does not wifh to take up
the reader's time with a long narrative of leave.mkingl
or what pafled betwcen him and thofe illuftrious pcr:
fonages, with whom he had lived fo long in the moft
perfedt and cordial friendfhip. Men of little, and en-
vious minds, would perhaps think he was compofing a
panegyric upon himfelf, from which, therefore, he fays,
ke moft willingly refrains.

Mr. Bruce then mentions what paffed at the laft in-
terview he had with the Iteghé, two days before his de-
parture.  Tenfa Chriftos, who was one of the chief
priefts of Gondar, was a native of Gojam, and confe.

uently of the low church, or a follower of Abba Eufta-
thius, in other words, as great an enemy as poflible to
the Catholic, or as they will call it, the religion of the
Franks. He was, however, reputed a perfon of great

robity and fanétity of manners, and had been on all oc-
cafions rather civil and friendly to Mr. Bruce when they
met, though evidently not defirous of any intimate con-
nections or friendfhip ; and as Mr. Bruce, on his part,

_expecled little advantage from connefting himfelf with a
man of his principles, he very willingly kept at all poffi-
ble diftance.

"This priefl came often to thelteghé'sand Ayto Aylo’s,
with both of whom he was much in favour, and here Mr.
Bruce haﬁpcned to meet him, when he was taking his
leave in the evening. “* 1 beg of you, (faid he) Yagoube,
as a favour, to tell me, now you are immediately going
away from this country, and you can anfwer me without
fear, Are you really a Frank, or are you not $’—* Sir,
(faid Mr. Bruce) I do not know what you mean by fear ;
I fhould as little decline anfwering you any queltion you
have to afk had T ten years to ftay, as now 1 am to quit
this country to-morrow : I came recommended, and was
well received by the king and Ras Michael: I neither
taught nor preached ; no man ever heard me fay a word
about my particular mode of worfhip; and as often as my

duty



BRUCE's TRAVELS, 309
daty has called me, I have never failed to attend divine
{ervice as it is eftablithed in this country. What is the
ground of fear that I fhould have, while under the kino’s
protettion, and cuftoms of Abyflinia I”"—*¢ True, (replic::d
Tenfa Chriftos) I do not fay you fhould be alarmed;
whatever your faith is I would defend you myfelf; the
Tteghé knows I always {poke well of you, but will you'
gratify an old man’s curiolity, in telling me whether or
not you really are a Frank, Catholic, or Jeluic ?”

¢ I have too great arcgard, (replied Mr. Bruce) to the
requeft of a maz, fo truly good and virtuous as you, not
to have anfwered you the queftion at whatever time you
could have afked me; and [ do now declare to you, by
the word of a Chriftian, that my countrymen and I are
more diftant in matters of religion, from thefe yon call
Catholics, Jefuirs, or Franks, than you and your Abyfii-
nians are; and that a prieft of my religion, preaching in
any country fubjet to thofe Franks, would as certainly
be brought to the gallows as it he had comunitted murder,
and juft as fpeedily as you would ftone a Catholic prieft
preaching here in the midft of Gondar. Every man i
our country is allowed to ferve God in his own way; antl
as long as their teachers confine themfelves to what the
facred books have told them, they can teach no ill, and
therefore deferve no punithment.  No religion, indeed,
teaches a man evil; but, when forgetting this, they preach
againt government, curfe the king, abfolve his fubjects
from allegiante, or incite them to rebellion, as being law-
ful, the {word of the civil power cuts them off, without
any blame falling upon thetr religion, becaufe thefe things
were done in contradiction to what their priefts, from the
feripture, fhould have taught them were truly the tenets
of that very religion.” The Iteghé now interpofed, and
the fubject was dropped. :

Mr. Bruce then got up, and, pafling to the other
fide of the room, he ftood by Tenfa Chriftos, faying to
him, ¢ And now, holy father, I have one, lalt favour
to afk you, which is your forgivenefs, if I have at any
time offended you ; your blefling, now that I am inune-
diately to depart, if 1 have not; and your prayers while
on my long and dangerous journey, through countries of
Infidels and Pagans,”

A hum
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A hum of applaufe founded all throughout the room,.
The Iteghé faid fomething, but what, Mr. Bruce did not
hear. ‘Tenfa Chriftos was furprifed apparently at Mr.
Bruce’s humility, which he bad not expected, and cried
out, with tears in his eyes, ¢ Is it poffible, Yagoube,
that you believe my prayers can do you any gonc? an_
«¢ I fhould not be a Chriftian, as I profefs to be, Father
( replied Mr. Bruce) if 1 had any doubt of the effeét of
good men’s prayers.”  So faying, he ftooped to kifs his
hand, when be laid a {mall iron crofs upon his head,
and, to our travellers great furprife, inficad of a bene-
dition, repeated the Lord's prayer. Mr. Bruce was
afraid he would have kept him flooping till he fhould
add the ten commandments likewife, when he concluded,
« Guzier y' Baracuc,” May God Dblefs you. After
which, Mr. Bruce made his obeilance to the Iteghé, and
immediately withdrew, it not being the cultom, at pub.
lic audiences, to falute any one in the prefence of the
fovereign., ;

Twenty greafy monks, however, had placed themfelves
in his way as he went out, that they might have the cre.
dit of giving him the blefling likewife after Tenfy
Chriftos. As he had very little faith in the prayers of
thefe drones, fo he had fome reluftance to kifs their
greafy hands and fleeves ; however, in running this
difagreeable gauntlet, he gave them his bleffing in Lin.
glih,—* Lord fend you all a halter, as he did to Abba
Salama,” (meaning the Acab Saat.) But they, thinking
he was recommending them to the patriarch Abba Salams,
pronounced at random, ‘with great feeming devotion,
their Amen,—So be it..

TRAVELS



=]
L]

T R ohantim By iy

TO DISCOVER

The SOURCE of the NILE,

B W B plr

My. Bruce returns by Sexmaar through Nubia and the great

defert—dArrives at Alexandria, and afteravards at Mar=
Seilles.

N the 26th of December, 1771, at one o'clock in
the afternoon, Mr. Bruce left Gondar. He had
purpofed to fet out early in the morning, but was detain-
ed by the importunity of his friends. The king had de-
layed his fetting out, by feveral orders fent him in the
evening each day; and he plainly faw there was fome
meaning in this, and that he was wifhing to throw diffi-
culties in the way, till fome accident, or (udden emer-
Fency (never wanting in that country) fhould make it ab-
olutely impoffible for him to leave Abyflinia, When
therefore the laft meflage came to Kofcam on the 27th, at
night, Mr. Bruce returned his refpeful duty to his ma-
jetty, put him in mind of his promife, and fomewhat
peevifhly, he believes, intreated vim to leave him to his foi-
tune; that his fervants were already gone, and he was
refolved to fet out next morning. i
The next morning carly, Mr. Bruce was furprifed at
the arrival of a young nobleman, lately made one of his
bed-chamber, with fifty light horle. As he was fa-
tisfied, that leaving Abyflinia, without parade, as pri-

vately
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vatcly as poflible, was the only way to pafs through Sen.
near, he therefore infilted upon none of his friends ac-
compaying him, and he begged to decline this efcort.
Atone o'clock, Mr. Bruce fet out by the weit fide of De-
bra Tzaj, having the mountain on their right hand.
From the top of thatalcent, they faw the plain and flat
country below, black, and, in its appearance, one thick
wood, which fome authors have called lately, the Shu=
meta, or Nubian foreft.

All the difafters which Mr. Bruce had been threaten-
ed with in the courfe of the journcy, which he had
thus begun, now prefented themfelves to his mind, and
made, for a moment, a firong impreflion upon his fpirits,
But it was too late to draw back, the dye was cait, for
Tife or for death ; home was before himn, however diftant ;
and if, through the prote@tion of Providence, he fhould
he fortunate enough to arrive there, he promifed himfelf
both eafe and the applaufe of his country, and of all un-
prejudiced men of fenfe and learning in Europe, for hav,
g, by his own private efforts alone, compleated a difco-
very, which !mdlz from early ages, defied the addrefs, in-
daftry, and courage of all the world.

Having rather hardencd, than comforted his heart by
thefe refleétions, he now advanced down the fteep fide of
the mountain, through very firong and rugged ground,
torn up by the torrents that fall on every fide from above,
This is called the Defcent of Moura; and though both
they and their beafts were in great healthand fpirits, they
eould not, with their utmoit endeavours, actance much
more than one milean hovr. Two Greeks, one of whom
only was his fervant, and a third, nearly blind, flying
from poverty and want; an old janiflary, who had come
to Abyflinia with the Abuna, and Copht who left them
at Sennaar; thefe, and fome common men who teck
charge of the beafts, and were to go no further than
Tcherkin, were his only companions in this long and
weary journey.

On the 28th they entered a thick wood, winding
round a hill, in a fouth-caft direGion, to get into the
plain below, where they were furrounded by a great
multitude of men, armed with lances, fhields, {lings and
Jarge clubs or fticks, who rained a fhower of ftones to.

wards



wards them ; bat they were at fuch-adi&apee. that all of,
them fell greatly fhott of them, Whether this was owing *
tofear, or not, they did rot know; but fuppofing that.
it was, they thought it their interelt to keeo it up as much
as poffible.  Mr. Bruce therefore orde two thots to.
be fired over their heals ; not with any intention to hurt,
them, but to let them hear, by the balls whiitlin among,
the leaves of the trees, that their guns carricg farther,
than any of their flings; and that, diftant as they then
were, they were not in fafety, if they had a difpofition
to do harm. ‘They feemed to underitand their meaning,.
by gliding through among the buthes, and appearing at
the top of a hill tarther off, where thev con'inued hoop~
ing, and crying, and making ligns, which our travellers
could not, neither did they endeavour to underitand.
While reiting on the banks of the river Mogetch, they
had been overtaken by two men, and two women, who
were driving two loaded affes, and were going to
I'cherkin ; %wy had defired leave to keep compay with.
our travellers, for fear of danger on the road. gﬂr. Bruce
bad two Abyflinjan fervants, hut they were not yet come
up, attending one of the baggage mules thar was lame.™
They were obliged then to have recoutfe to one of thefe
ftranger women, who underftood the language of Tigré,
and undertogk readily to carry their meflage. 0 a
ftranger, who was ftill very bufy makiag Ggns from be-
hind a tree, without coming one flep nearer. ‘
Mr. Bruce’s meflage to them was, that if they fhewed.
the fimalleft appearance of further infolence, either by ap-
proaching the tent, or flinging ftones that nighr, the
next morning, when the horfe he expe&ted were come up,
he would burn their town, and put every man of them
to the fword. A very fubmiflive anfwer was fent back,
with a heap of lies in excufe of what they called their
miftake. His two fervants coming foon after, both of
whom, hereafter, were to be in the fervice of Ayto Confu,:
went boldly one to each village, to bring two goats, {ome
jars of bouza, and to prepare fity loaves of bread for
next morning.  “The goats were difpatched inflantly, fo
was the bouza ; but when the morning came, the peuplc
“had all fled from their houfes, withour pieparing any
bread, Thefe villages were called Gimbaar, '} hey were
P three
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. three in number ; each fituated upon the top of a pointed
hill, in a direction from eaft to weft, and made a very beau-
tiful appearance from the plain below.

On the 2gth, they left the inhofpitable villages of
Gimbaar, not without entertaining {gme apprehenfions
of meeting the inhabitants again in the courfe of the day.
But though they took every precaution againgt being fur-
prifed, that prudence could dictate, their fears of the en-
counter did not rife to any great height. Mr. Bruce got,
jndeed, on horfeback, leaving his mule, and, putting
on his coat of mail, leaving the fire-arms under the com-
mand of Hagi Ifmael, the old Turk, he rode always a-
bout a quarter of a mile before the baggage, thet they
might not come fuddenly upon them, as they had done
the night before. However, they met with no oppofi-
tion, but proceeded on to Waalia, and at half paft four
in the afternoon encamped in the market-place.

Woaalia is a colle&ion of villages, each placed upon the
top of a hill, and inclofing, as ina circle, an extenfive
flat piece of ground about three miles over, on which a
very well-frequented market is kept.  The name is given
jt froma {pecies of fmall pigeons, with yellow brealts
and variegated back, the fateft and beft of all the pigeon
kind. Waalia lies due N. W. from Gondar.

On the 3oth, they fet out from Waalia, and preceeded
along the Mai Lumi, or the River of Lemons. A pro-
digious quantity of fruit loaded the branches of thefe
trees even likely to break them ; and thefe were in all
ftages of ripenefs. Multitudes of bloffoms covered the op-
pofite part of the tree, and fent forth the moft delicious
odour poffible. They provided themfelves amply with
this fruit. The natives make no ufe of it, but our tra-
veliers found it a great refrefhment to them, both mixed
with their water, and as fauce to their meat, of which
they had now no great variety fince their onions had
failed them, and a fupply of them was no longer to be

ured.

Pm’lc'hcy foon after reached the pafs of Dav-Dohha, a
very narrow defile, full of ftrata of rocks, like fteps of
ftairs, but fo high, that, without leaping, or being
pulled up, no horfe or _mule can afcend. Befides, the
defcent, though fhort, is very fteep, and almoft choaked

up
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up by huge flones, which the torrents, after wathing
the earth trom about them, had relled down from the
mountain above. Both fides of the defile are covered
thick with wood and bufhes, efpecially that deteftable
thorn the kantuffa, fo juftly reprobated in Abyflinia.
Having extricated themfelves fuccefsfully from this pafs,
their {pirits were fo elated, that they began to think their
journey now at an end, not refle¢ting how many paties,
tull of real danger, were ftill before them.

On the morning of the 2d of January, 1772, Mr.
Bruce having dreffed his hair, perfumed it according 10
the cuflom of the country, and put on clean cloths, with
no other arms but his knife, zmg a pair of piftols at his
girdle, came out of the tent to mount his mule for
Tcherkin. He now faw Confu’s fervant, whofe name was
Welleta Yafous, pulling the Guinea-fowls and pigeons
out of the pannier, where his fervants had put them, and
{eattering them upon the ground, faying to thofe who
interrupted him,  Throw away this carrion ; you fhall
have a better breakfalt and dinner, to-day ;" and turning
to Mr. Bruce, more than ordinarily pleafed at fecing him
dreffed, and that he continued to ufe the Abyfiinian
habit, he jumped upon his mule, and appeared in great
{pirits. ‘They ali fet out at a brifker pace than ufual, by
the ailiftance of the two frefh mules.

They patfed through the midft of feveral finall villages,
and at lat Mr. Broce pitched his tent in the market-
place at Tcherkin, which feemed a beautiful Iawn Iaid
out for pleafure, fhaded with fine old trees, of an enor-
mous height and fize, and watered by a fmall but very
limped brook, running over beds of pebbles as whirte as
fnow.

The impatient Welleta Yofous would oaly give Mr,
Bruce time to fee his quadrant and other inftruments
fafely ftowed, but hurried him through a very narrow
and crooked path up the fide of the mountain, at eve
turn of which was placed a great rock or ftone, the
flation for mufquets to enfilade the different ftages of the
road below, where it was ftrait for any diftance, They
at laft reached the outer court, where Mr. Bruce faw a
great many of his old acqu;intnncc, whom he had known

2 at
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at Ozoro Efther’s houfe at Gondar, and who all wel.
comed him with the greatelt demondtrations of joy, as if
he had come from a long journcy.

My, Bruce was then taken to an inner apartment
w here, to his great furprife, inftead of Ayto Confu ht:
faw his mother, Uzoro Efther, fitting on a couch, ,;md
at her feet the fecretary’s daughter, the beautiful Tecla
Mariam ; and, foon after, the fecretary bimfelf, and
feveral others belongng to the court.  After having
made a profound obeifance, ‘¢ Czoro Efther, (faid Mr.
Bruce) I cannot fpeak for furprife. What is the mean-
ing of your having left Gondar to come into this wilder-
nefs ? As for Tecla Mariam, I am not {urprifed at {ecing
her; I know fhe at any time would rather die than leave
you; but that you bave both come hither without Ayto
Confu, and in fo fhort a time, is what 1 cannot compre-
hend.’—¢¢ There is nothing fo firange in this, (replied
Ozoro Efther) the troops of Begemder have taken away

vy hufband, Ras Michael, God knows where; and,
therefore, being now a fingle woman, Fam refolved to
o to Jerufalem to pray for my hufband, and to die
there, and be buried in the Holy Sepulchre.  You would
not ftay with us, fo we are going with you. Is there
any thing furprifing in all this

« But tell me truly, (faid Tecla Mariam) you that
know every thing, while peeping and poring through
thefe long glaffes, did not you learn by the ftars that we
were to meet you here #”’—*¢ Madam, (anfwered Mr.
Bruce) if there was one ftar in the firmament that had
announced to me fuch agrecable news, 1 fhould have re-
lapfed into the old idolatry of this country, and wor-
fhipped that ftar for the reft of my life.” Breakfaft now
came in; the converfation took a very lively turn, and
from the fecretary our traveller learncd that the matter
ftood thus: The king, reftoring the villages to the
Iteghé, according to the ftipulation of his laft treaty with
Powuffen, thought that he might fo far infringe upon it,
from gratitude to Ras Michael, as to give part of the
the number to Ozoro Efther, the Iteghé’s daughter; and
Ayto Confu, going to Tcherkin to hunt, he took his
mother along with him to put her in poffeflion ; for the
Tteghe’s people were not lambs, nor did they pay much

regard
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regard to the orders of the king, nor to that of the Treghe
their miftrefs. :

They now wanted only the prefence of Ayto Confi: to
make their happinels complete; he came about four, and
with him Ayto Engedan, and a great company, ‘There
was nothing but rcjoicing on all fides. Seven ladies, re-
lations and companions of Ozoro Efther, came with Ayto
Confu; and Mr. Bruce confefles this to have been one of
the happief moments of his life. He quite forgot the
difaftrous journey he had before him, and all the dangers
that awaited him. He began even to regret being fo far
in his way to leave Abyfinia for ever.

Ayto Confa’s houfe at Tcherkin is built on the edge
of a precipice, which takes its name from the mountain
Amba Tcherkin, It is boilt all with cane very arti-
ficially, the outer wall being compoled of fafcines of
canes, {o neatly joined together as not to be penetrated
by rain or wind. ‘The entry is from the fouth fide of it,
very crocked and difficulr, half way up the reck. On
the eaft, is a very plentiful fpring, which furnifhes the
houfs wich excellent water. ~ Yet, afier all, this houfe,
thongh inacceflible, is not defenfible, and “affords wvery
liule fafety to its mafter ; for the Shangalla, with flax, or
any thing combuftible. tied to the point of their arrows,
would eahly fet it on fi e if they once approached it; and
the Abyflinians with'guns could as eafily deftroy ir, as,
on fuch occafions, they wrap their balls in cotton wads.
The - infide of the ftate rooms were hung with long
ftripes of carpeting, and the floors covered with the
fame.’ "

About Tcherkin is great plenty of game of every
fort, elcphants, rhinocerofes, and a great number of
buTaloes, which differ nothing in form from the buf-
faloes of Europe or of Egypt, but very much in temper
and difpofition. ‘They are fierce, rath, and fearlefs of
danger ; and, contiary to the practice of any other crea-
ture not carnivorous, they attack the traveller and the
hunter equally, and it requircs addrefs ro L‘fcnpc from
them. “lhey feem to be, of all athers, the creatdte
the moft given to eafe and indulgence. “Fhey lie undér
the mr_)ﬁI thady trees, near large pools of water, .of which
they make conftant ufe, n‘nd fleep undly all the day

@ long.
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long. The flefh of the female is very good~when fat,
but that of the male, hard, lean, and difagrecable, Their
horns are ufed in various manners by the turners, in which
craft the Abyflinians are very (‘)ll)t‘.I:t.

Though (h_cy were all kappy to their wifh in this cn-
clanted mountain, the a&ive {pirit of Ayvto Confu could
not reft; he was come to hunt the elephant, and hunt
him he would. All thofe that underftood any thing of
this exercile had allembled from a great diftance to meet
Ayto Confu at Tcheikin,  He and Engecan, from the
moment they arrived, hal Leen overlocking, from the

recipice, their fervants training and managing their
worfes in the market-place helow. Great bunches of the
fineft canes had been brought from Kuara for javelius;
and the whole houfe was employed in fitting heads to
them in the moft advantageous manper. Mr. Bruce,
though he fays he fhould have been very well contented
to have remained where he was, yet the preparations for
fport of fo noble a kind roufed his {pirits, and madg him
defirous to join in it. On the other hand, the ladies all
declared, that they thought, by leaving them, they were
devoting them to death or {lavery, as they did not doubt,
if the Shangalla mifled the hunting party, they would
come forward to the mountain and flay them all. But
a fuflicient garrifon was left, and they were well affured
that the Shangalla, being informed they were out, and
armed, and knowing their numbers, would take care to
keep clofe in their thickets far out of their way,

(Bn the 6th, an hour before day, after a hearty break-
faft, they mounted on horfeback, to the number of abopt
thirty belonging to Ayto Confu. - But there was ancther
body, both of horfe and foot, which made kunting
the elephant their particular bufinefs. Thefe men dwell
confiantly in the woods, and know very little of the ufe
of bread, living entirely upon the fleth of the bealts
they kill, chiefly that of the elephant or rhinocercs.
"They are exceedingly thin, light, and agile, both on
horfeback and feot; are very fwarthy, though few of
them black ; none of them woolly-headed, and all of

‘them have European features. They are called Agagecr,
a name of their profeffion, not of their nation, which
comes from the word Agar, and fignifies to hough or

1Al
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ham-firing with a fharp weapon. More propedy ;
means, indeed, the cuttipr):g rthtcndon of :hé)hé:e[, ‘;n:'; 3
1s a charaéteriftic of the manner in which they kill the
elephant, which is flortly as follows :—Two men, ab.
folutely naked, without any rag or cov_criu? at all about
them, get on horfeback ; this precaution is from fear of
being laid hold of by the trees or bufhes, in makin
their cig:apc from a very watchful enem{x. One of thefs
riders fits upon the back of the horfe, {fometimes with a
faddle, and fometimes without one, with only a fwitch
or fhort frick in one hand, carefully managing the
bridle with the other ; behind him fits his companion
who has no other arms but a broad-fivord, fuch as is uled
by the Sclavonians, and which is brought from Tricite.
11is left hand is employed grafping the {word by the han-
dle, and about fourteen inches of the blade is covered
with whip-cord. This part he takes in his right hand,
without any danger of being hurt by it; and, though ths
edges of the lower part of the fword are as {harp as 2
razor, he carries it without a fcabbard.

As foon as the elephant is found feeding, the horfe-
man rides before him as near his face as potiible; or, if
he {lies, crolfes him inall dire&ions, crying out, ** 1 am
fuch a2 man and fuch a man; this is my horfe, that
has fuch a name; I killed your father in {uch a place,
and your grandfather in fuch another place, and 1 am
now come to kill you; you are but an afs in comparifon
of them.” 'This nonfenfe he verily belicves the elephant
underftands, who chafed and angry at hearing the noifz
immediately before him, feeks to ferze him with his trunk.,
or proboftis, and, intent upon this, follews the horle
everywhere, turning round with him frequently, negle@.-
ful of making his efcape by running ftraight forward,
in which confifts his only fafety. After having made
him turn once or twice in purfuit of the horfe, the liorfe-
man rides clofe up along-fide of him, and drops his
companion juft behind on the off fide ; and while he en-

ages the clephant’s attention upon the horfe, the footman

chind gives him a drawn {troke juft above the heel,

or what in man is called the tendon of Achilles, This

is the critical moment ; the horfeman immediately wheels

round, and takes his companion up behind him, and
P ‘
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rides off full fpeed after the reft of the herd, if theyp
have {iarted more than one; and fometimes an expert
Agageer will kill three out of one herd.  If the fword
isi good, and the man not afraid, the tendon is com-
monly entively feparated; and if it is not cut through,
it is generally (o far divided, that the animal, with
the firefs he puts upon it, breaks the remaining part
afunder. In either cafe, he remains incapable of ad-
vancing a f{tep, till the horfeman returning, or his com-
anions coming up, pierce him through with javelins and
fames; he then falls to the ground, and expires with
the lofs of blood.

"The Agageer neareft Mr. Bruce prefently lamed his
elephant, and left him flanding. Ayto Engedan, Ayto
Confu, Guebra Mariam, and feveral others, fixed their
fpears in the other, before the Agageer had cut his ten-

ons. -Mr. Bruce's Agageer, however, having wounded
the firft elephant, failed in the purfuit of the fecond,
and, being clofe upon him at entering "the wood, he re-
ceived a viclent blow from a branch of a tree which the
elephant kad bent by his weight, and, after pafing, al-
Iewed it to replice itfelf, when it knccked down both
the ricders, and very much hurt the horfe. ‘Lhis, in-
deed, is the gre t darger in elephant-hunting; for fome
of the ‘tices, that are dry and fhort, break, by the'viclent
preffure of fo immenfe a body moving fo rapidly, and fail
upon the purfuers, or acrofs the rcads, But the greateft
number ¢f thefe trees, being of a fucculent quality, they
‘bend without breaking, and return quickly to their former
ofition, when they ftrike both horfe and man {o vio-
fently, that they often beat them to pieces, and fcatter
them upon the plain.  Dextrous, too, as the riders are,
the elephant [ometimes reaches them with his trunk,
with which he dafhes the horfe againt the ground,
and then fets his fect upon him, till he tears him limb
from limb with his probofcis ; a great many hunters die
this way. Befides this, the foil, at this time of the year,
is fplit into deep chafms, or cavities, by the heat of the
fun, fo that nothing can be more dangerous than the

riding. -
As foon as the elephantis flain, they ‘cut the whale
flefh off his bones inte ‘thengs, Like the reins of a
s bridle,
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bridle, and hang thefe, like feftoons, upon thé branches
of trees, till they become perfetly dry, without falr,
and they then lay them by for their provifion in the feafon
of the rains. ¥

There now remained but two elephants of thofe that
had been difcovereds which weré a fhe one with a calf.
The Agageer would willingly have let thefe alone, as the
teeth oi the female are very {mall, and the yonng one is
of no fort of value, even for food, its fleth fhrinking
wuch upsn drying.  But the hunters would not be limic-
ed in their fport.  The people having oblerved the place
of her retreat, thither they eagerly tollowed. She was
very foon found, and as foon lamed by the Agageers; but
when they came to wound her with the darts, as every
one did in their turn, to their very grout farprile, the
voung ene which had been fuffered to efcape unheeded
and unpurfued, came out from the thicket apparently in
great anger, runaing upon the horfes and men with all the
wviolence it was malter of. Mr. Bruce was amazed, and
as much as ever he was, apon {uch an occafion, afilicted,
at feeing the great afleftion of the little animal defending
its wounded mother, heedlefs of its own life or fafety.
He therefore cried to them for God’s fake to fpare the
mother, though it was then too late ; and the calf had
made feveral rade attacks upon Mr., Bruce, which he a«
voided without difficalty ; but he fays he is happy to rthis
day, in the refletion that he did not firike it. At laft,
miking one of its attacks npon Ayto Engedan, it hure
bim a little on the leg ; upon which he thratt it through
with his lance, as others (id after, and it then fell dzad
Lefore its wounded mother, whom it had fo affectionately:
defended.

¢ Here (Mr. Bruce fays) .is-an example of a bealt, a
young cne too, poffefling abltracted fentiments to a very
Ligh degrze. By its flight on the firft appearancs of
the huoters, it is plain it apprehended danger to itfelf, it
aifo reflefted wpon that of its mother, which was the
canfe of its return 1o her adliftance. This affeétion er
duty, orlet us call it any thing we pleafe, except infindt,
was Rronger than the fear of danger; and it maft have

i i R g etors it sty
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it refolved to make its beft and laflt efforts, for it never
atternpted to fly afrerwards,”

. Mr. Bruce and his party then fought about for the buf-
faloes and rhinocerofes; but though there was plenty of
both in the neighbourhood, they could not find them ;
their noife and fhooting in the morning having probably
fcared them away. One rhinoceros was only feen by a
fervant. They returned in the evening to a great fire
and lay all night under the fhade of trees. 3

The next morning they were on horfeback by the
dawn of day in fearch of the rhinoceros, many of which
they had heard make a very deep groan and cry as the
morning approached ; feveral of the Agageers then joined
them, and after they had fearched about an hour in the
very thickeft part of the wood, one of them rufhed out
with great viclence, croffing the plain towards a wood of
canes that was about two miles diftance. But though he
ran, or rather trotted, with furpriling fpeed, ¢onfidering
his bulk, he was, in a very little time, transfixed with
thirty or forty javelins ; which fo confounded him, that
he leftdiis purpofe of going to the wood, and ran into a
degrfﬂulg,'.:di'mh, or ravine, a cul de_fac, without outlet,
breaking~above a dozen of the javelins as he entered.
Here they thought he was caught as ina trap, for he had
fearce room to turn; when a fervant, who had a gun,
ftanding direcly over him, fired at his head, and the ani-
mal fell immediately, to all appearance dead. All thofe
on foot now jumped in with their knives to cot him up,
and they had fearce begun, when the animal recovered fo
far as to rife upon his knees; happy then was the man that
efcaped firft; and had not one of the Agageers, who was
himfelf engaged in the ravine, cut the finew of the hind-
leg as he was retreating, there would have been a very
forrowful account of the foot—hunters that day.

After having difpatched him, Mr. Bruce was curious
to fee what wound the fhot had given, which had operated
1o violently upon {o huge an animal; and he doubted not
it was in the brain. But it had {truck him no where but
upon the point of the foremoft horn, of which ithad car-
ried off above an inch; and this.6ccafioned a concuflion
that had ftunned him for a minute, till the bleeding had

y recovered
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recovered him. Mr. Bruce preferved the horn from cu-
riofity, and has it now by him.

They had not gone far before a wild boar arofe between
Mr. Bruce and Ayto Engedan, which our traveller im-
mediately killed with his javelin. This was the fport
Mr. Brace had been many years ufed to in Barbary, and
was infinitely more dextrous at it than any of the prefent
company ; this gut him more upon a par with his compa-
nions, who had not failed to laugh at him, upon his
horfe’s refufal to carry him- near either to the elephant
or rhinoceros.

Ammonios was a man of approved courage and con-
du®, and had been in all the wars of Ras Michael, and
was placed about Ayto Confu, to lead the treops, curb
the prefumption, and check the impetuofity of that youth-
ful warrior. He was tall, and aukwardly made ; {lowin
fpeech and motion, fo much as even to excite ridicule ;

- about fixty years of age, and more corpulent than the
Abyﬁinians‘géﬂcrally are; in a word, as.pedantic and
grave in_his manner as it is poffible to exprefs. "He fpent
his whole leafure time in reading the fcripiure, nor did
he willingly difecourfe of any thing elfe. He had been
bred a foot foldier; and, though he rode aswell as many
of the Abyffinians, yet, having long ftirrup-leathers,
with iron tings at the end of them, into which he put
his naked toe anly, inftead of firrups, he had no ftrength
or agility on horieback, nor was his bridle fuch as could
command his horfe to ftop, or wind and turn fharply
am?ng trees, though he might make a tolerable figure on
a plain,

A boar, roufed on our right. i.. wounded a horfe
and a footman of Ayto Caniu, and then efcaped. Two
buffaloes were found by thofe on the right, one of which
wounded a horfe likewife. Ayto Contfu, Engedan, Fue-
bra Mariam, and Mr. Bruce killed the other with equal
fhare of merit, without being in any fort of danger. All
this was in little more than an hour when their fport
fecemed to be at the beft ; their horfes were confiderably
blown, not tired, and though they were beating home-
wards, ftill they were locking very keenly for more game,
f‘\mznoni(\s was on the left among the” bufhes, and fome
wrge, beautiful, tall fpreading-trees, clofeon the banks

ro of
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of the river Bedowi, which {tands there in pools. Whe-
ther the buffalo found Ammonios, or Ammonios the
betfalo, is what they could never get him to explain to
them; but he had wounded the beaft flightly in the but-
tock, which, in return, had gored his horfe, and thrown
both him and it to the ground. Luckily, however, his
cleak had fallen off, which the buffule tore in pieces,
and employed himfelf for a minute with that and with
the horfe, but then left them, and followed the man as foon
as he faw him rife and run,  Ammonios got bebind one
large tree, and from that to another {till larger. The
butlalo turned very aukwardly, but kept clofe in purfuit;
and, there was no doubt he would have worn out their
companion, who was not ufed to fuch quick motion,
Ayto Engedan, who was near him, and might have af-
fifted him, was laughing, ready to die at the droll figure
a man of Ammonios’s grave carriage made, running ard
fipping about naked, with a {wiftnefs be bad never prac-
tifed all his life before ; and Engedan continued calling
to Confu to partake of the divertion.

The moment Mr. Bruce heard his repeated cries, he
galloped out of the bufhes to the place where he was,
and could not heip laughing at his ridiculous figure,
very attentive to the beafts motions, which feemed to
dodge with great addrefs, and keep to his adverfary with
the utmoft. oliftinacy. As foon as Engedan faw Mr.,
Bruce, he cried; ‘¢ Yagoube! for the love of Chrift! for
the love of the bleffed virgin! don’t interfere till Confu
comes up.’’  Confu immediately arrived, and laughed
more than Engedan, but did not offer to interfere; on
the contrary, he clapped his hands, and cried, ¢ Well
done, ‘Ammonios,” fwearing he never faw fo cqual a
match in his life. - The unfortunate Ammonios had been
driyen from tree to tree, till he had got behind one with-
in a few yards o{ the water ; but the hrufh-wood upon
ithe bazxk§. and his attention to the buffalo, hindered him
from feeing how far it was below him.  Nothing could
be more nidiculous than to fee.him holding the tree with
both his hands, peeping firft one way, and then another,
to fee by wlich the beaft would turn. "And well he
wight be-on his gnard ; for the animal was abftlutely
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behind. < Sir, (faid Mr. Bruce,to Ayto Confu) thiswill be
but an ugly joke to-night, if we bring home that man’s
corpfe, kiNed in the very midft of us, while we were
locking on.” -Saying, this, he parted at a camter be-
hind the trees, crying to Ammonios to threw himfeif in-
to the water, when he fhould ftrike the heaft; and feeing
the buffalo’s head turned from Mr. Bruce, at full fpeed,
he ran the fpear into the lower part of his belly, through
his whole inteftines, till it came out above a foot on the
other fide, and there he left it with a view to hinder the
baffalo from turning. It was a fpear which, though
fmall in the head, had a ftrong, tough, feafoned fhatt,
which did not break by firiking it againft the trees and
bufhes, and it pained and impeded the animal’s motions,
till Ammonios quitting the tree, dafhed through the
bufhes with fome difficulty, and threw himfelf into the
river. But here a danger eccurred that Mr. Bruce had
not forefeen. The pool was vety deep, and Ammenios
could not fwim ; {o that though he efcaped from the buf-
falo, he would infullibly have been drowned, had he not
caught hold of fome ftrong roots of a tree {hooting out
of the b¥k; and there he lay in perfeét fafety from the
enemy tifl the fervants went round, and brought him out
of the pool on the further fide.

In the mean time, the buffalo, mortally wounded, {ee-
ing his cnemy had efcaped, kept his eyes intent upon
the hunters, who were about forty vards from him, walk-
ing backwards towards the company, with intent to turn
fuddenly upon the neareft horfe; when Ayto Confu or-
dered two men with guns to thoot liim through the head,
and he inftantly fell. The two they firlt killed were fe-
males; this laft was a bull, and one of the largeft, con-
feffedly, that had ever been feen.  Though not fat, Mr,
Bruce fuppofes he weighed nearer fifty than forty ftone,
His horns from the root, following the line of their
curve, were about fifty-two inches, and neatly nine where
thickeft in the circumference. They were flar not
round. Agyto Confu ordered the head to be cut off, and
cleared of its fleth, {o that the horns and fkeleton of the
head only remained ; this he hung up in his great hall
amang the probolees of elephasts, and horns of rhine.

C §
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cerofes, with this inforiptien in his own language, ¢ Ya-
gun/)e the Kipt killed this upm the Bedoavi.”

The evening of the day whereon they fet out to hunt,
fome men arrived from Ras el Feel fent by Yafine, with
camels for their bageage, nothing but mules being ufed
at Tcherkin. They brought word, that the Shangalla
were down near the Tacazzé, fo that now was the time
to pafs without fear; that Abd el Jeleel, the former
Skam of Ras el Feel, Yaline’s mortal enemy, had been
feen lurking in the country near Sancaho; butas he had
only four men, and was himfelf a known coward, it was
not probable he would attempt any thing againt our
travellers, though it would be always better for them to
keep on their guard.

‘I cherkin has a market on Saturdays, in which raw
cotton, cattle, honey, and coarfe cotton cloths are fold.
The Shangalla formerly molefted "Tcherkin greatly, but
for thirty years paft they had done little damage.” The
finall-pox raged fo violently for a number of years among
them, that it greatly diminifhed their numbers, and confe-
quently their power of troubling their neighbours.

On Wednefday the eighth of January, Mr. Bruce,
having refified his quadrant with great attention, found
the latitude of Tcherkin, to be 13° 7’ 35" north. But
though from that time he was ready to depart, he could
not poflibly get difengaged from his friends, but by a
compofition, which was, that he thould ftay till the 15th,
the day before Ozoro Efiher and her company were to
fot out on their return to Gondar; and that they, on
their part, fhould fuffer Mr. Bruce to depart on that day,
without further perfuafion, or throwing any obftacle
whatever in his way. »

On the morning of the 15th of January, they left
* Tcherkin, and entered immediately into thick woods ;
but proceeded very flowly, the road being bad and un-
known, if it could be called a road, and their camels
overloaded. = :

On the 17th in the morning, they came to Sancaho,
an old frontier territory of Abyfin'a. The town may
confit of about 3co huts or houfes, neatly built of
canes, and curioufly thatched with leaves of the fame,
It rifcs in the midit of 2 plain, and refembles in fhape

T'cherkin
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Tcherkin Amba, though much lar.%tr; a confiderable dif-
trict all around belongs to it, of wilds and woods, if fuch
as thefe, abandoned entirely to wild beafts, can be fajd
to beleng toany man. The caft end flopes with rather 2
fteep defcent into the}alain; and through that is a2 nar—
row winding road, feemingly the work of.art, bein
obftrudted at turns by huge ftones, and at different fta-
ges, for the purpofe of defence by guns or arrows ; ait
the other fides of the rock are perpendicular precipices.
"The inhabitants of the town are Laafa, a race of Shan-
galla, converted to the Mahometan religion.

On the zoth, our travellers proceeded but a mile and
a half; their beafts and themfelves being equally fatigued,
and their cloaths torn all to rags, when they arrived at
Guanjock, which is a very delightful fpot Ly the river
fide ; "{mall woods of very high trees, interfperfed with
very beautiful lawns ; feveral fields alio cultivated
with cotton; variety of game {efpecially Guinea
fowls, in great abundance) and, upon every tree, par-
roquets, of all the different kinds and colours, compofe
the beauties of Guanjook. Mr. Bruce faw no parrots,
and fuppofes there were none; but on firing a gun, the
firft probably ever heard in thofe woods, there was fuch
a fcreaming of other birds on all fides, fome flying to
the place whence the noife came, and fome flying from
it, that it was impoflible to hear diftinftly any other
found.

They continued the journey from thence, and at a
quanef after one came to Mariam-Ohha, and at half
paft three arrived at Hor-Cacamoot. Hor, in that
country, fignifies the dry deep bed of a torrent, which
has ceafed to runj; and Cacamoot, the fhade of death;
fo that Yafine’s village, where they now took up their
quarters, is called the Valley of the Shadow of Death :
A bad omen for weak and wandering travellers as they
were, furrounded by a multitude of dangers, and {o far
from home, that there feemed to be but one that could
bring them thither. They trufted in Him, and He did
deliver them. .

Hor-Cacamoot is fituated in a2 plain in the midft of a
woed, fo much only of which has been cleared away as
to make room for the miferable huts of which it confifts
and for the fmall {pots of ground on which they fow mae

lla,
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fhilla, or maize, to furnifh them with bread. Their
other foed confifts entirely of the flefh of the elephant
and rhinoceros, andchiefly of the former, for the trou-
ble of hunting the elephant is not greater than chafing
the rhinoceros, and the difference of gain is much fupe-
rior. The elephant has a greater quantity of better
fleh, while his large teeth are very valuable, and afford
a ready price every where. The inhabitants being litte
acquainted with the ufe of fire-arms, the fmaller game,
of the deer kind, are not much molclled, urlefs by the
wild Shangalla, who make ufe of bows and arrows,
fo that thele animals are increafed beyond imaginition.

Ras el leel confifted once of thirty-nine viliages. AN
the Arabs of Atbara reforted to them with butter, ho-
ney, horits, gold, and many other commoditics; and
the Shekh of Atbara, living upon the frontier of Sen-
naar, entertvined a conftant good correfpondence with
the Shekhof Ras el Feel, 1o whom he fent yearly a
Dongola horfe, two razors, and two dogs. - The Shekh
of Ras el Feel, in return, gaye him a mule and a female
flave; and the effect of this intercour{e’ was to keep all
the intermediate Arabs in their duty. - Buat fince the ex-
pedition of Yafous IL~againt Seansar, no peace has
ever {ubfiiled between the two flates ; on the contrary,
all the Arabs that aflified the king, and were defeated
with him, pay tribute no longer to Sennaar, but live on
the frontiers of Abyf{linia, and @€ proteied there,

On the 171:11 of Mzrch, they fet out friom Hor-Cacza
“moot on their journey to Teawa, the capital of the pro-
vince of Atbara.

On the 18th, at half after fix in the morning, they
continued their journey through thick, and almoft im-
penetrable woods full of thorns ; and in twe hours came
to the bed of a torrent, though in appearance dry, upon
digging with-their hands in the loofe fand, they found

reat pienty of frefh water exceedingly well tafled, being
&eltcr&d by projetting racks {rom the aéion of the fun.
This is called Surf el Shekh.  Here they filled their
girbas, for there is very little good waterto be found
between this and Teawa. A girba is an ox's fkin
fipnared, and rle edugey {ewed together dyvery drifcisliv
0 oo ke gl ol vt r s owittoh alisair ol 2R IR s 8 :
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refembling that upon the beft Englith cricket-balls, An
opening is left in the top of the girba, in the fume man—~
ner as the bung-hole ot a cafk. Around this the fkin is
gathered to the fize of a large handful, which, when the
girba is full of water, is tied round with whip-cord.
"Thefe girbas generally contain about fixty gallons cach,
and two of them are the load of a camel. They are
then all befmeared on the outfide with greafe, as well to
hinder the water from cozing through, as to prevent its
being evaporated by the aftion of the {fun vpon the girba,
which in faft happened to them twice, fo. as to put
them in imminent danger of perithing with third.

Yafine had provided a camel and two giroas, as well
as every other provifion neceffary for them, till they
thould arrive at leawa. Surfel shekh is the boundary
of Ras el Feel. - Here Mr. Brucs took an affetionate
leave of his fiiend Yafide, who, with all his attendants,
fhewed, at parting. that love and attachment they had
confiantly preferved t) Mr. Bruce fince their firit ac-
guaintance.

On the zoth, our travellers arrived at Imferrha, and
from thence were two hours in going. to Rafhid, for
they were flying for- their livess; the Sizaim, or hot-
wind, having {iruck them not lang after ticy had fot
out from lmfer:ha, and their little company, all but
Mr. Bruce, fell fick with the quantity of poifonous va-
pour that they had imbibed, Our traveller luppofes,
that from Rafhid to Imferrha it is about five miles; and
though it is one of the moft dangerous halting places
between Ras el Feel and Seanaar, yet they were fo c-
nervated, their {tomachs o weak, and their head-achs fo
violent, that they could not pitch their tent, but each
wrapping himfelt in his cloak, religned himfelf immedi-
ately to {leep, under the cool fhade of the large trecs,
invited by the pleafant brecze [rom the north, which
feemed to be merely local, confined to this {mall grove,
created probably by the vicinity of the water, and the
agitation they had occafioned in it.

In this helplefs flate to which they were reduced, Mr.
Bruce alone continued not weakened by the Simoom, nor
overcome by fleep, A Ganjar Arab, who drove ap
afs laden with falr, took this opportunity of ftealing

ong
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one of the mules, together with a lance and fhield be-
longing to one of Mr. Bruce's fervants. The country
was fo woody, and he had fo much the advantage of
them in point of time, and diey were in {o weak and dil-
ecourged a ftate, that it was thought in vain to purfue
him one ftep. So he got off with his booty, unlefs he
was intercepted by fome of thofe wild beafts, which he
would find every where in his way, whether he return-
ed to Ras el Feel, or the frontiers of Kuara, his own
country.

Having refrefhed themfelves with a little fleep, the
next thing was to fill their girbas, or fkins, with water,
But hefore they attempted this, Mr. Bruce thought to
try an experiment of mixing about twenty drops of
fpirit of nitre in a horn of water about the fize of an
ordinary tumbler.  This he found greatly refrefhed
him, though his head-ach flill continued. It had a
much better effe€t upon his fervants, to whom he gave
it; for they all feemed immediately recovered, and
their fpirits much more fo, from the refleétion that they
had with them a remedy they could truft to, if they
fhould again be fo unfortunate as to meet this poifonouns
wind or vapour.

On the 23d, which was the feventh day fince they
had left Ras el Feel, they arrived at Teawa, the prin-
cipal village and refidence of the Shekh of Agbara, be-
tween three and four miles from the ruins of Garigana.
The whole diftance, then, from Hor-Cacamoot, may
be about fixty-five miles to Teawa, as near as Mr. Bruce
then could compute.

The ftrength of Teawa was about 25 horfe, of which
about ten were armed with coats of mail. They had
about a dozen of firclocks, vesy contemptible from the
order in which they were kept, and ftill more £ from
the hands that bore them. ‘The reft of the inhabitants
might amount to twelve hundred men, naked, mifcrable,
and defpicable Arabs, like the reft of thofe that live in
villages, who are much iaferior in courage to the Arabs
that dwell in tents: weak as its ftate was, it was the
feat of government, and as fuch a certain degree of re-
verence attended it.  Such was the flate of Teawa., Its
confequence was ouly to remain till the Daveina 1hFuld

refolve

[
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refolve to attack it, when its corn fields being burnt and
deftroyed in a night by a multitude of horfemen, the
bones of its inhabitants fcattcred upon the earth would
be all its remains.

We ‘may judge of the dangerous fituation of Mr.
Bruce at Teawa from what pailed between him and Fi-
dele, the Shekh, who was a man of a moft infamous
chara@®er. Mr. Bruce being fent for by the Shekh, ke
found him fitting in a fpacious room, in an alcove, on-a
large broad fofa like a bed, with India curtains gather-
ed ‘on each fide into feftoons.  He called to a black boy
who attended him, in a very furly tone, to hring him a
pipe ; and, in much the fame voice, faid to Mr. Bruce,
“What ! alone " Ourtraveller replied, ¢ Yes, what are
your commands with me?’ Mr. Bruce faw he either
was, or afefted to be, drunk, and which ever was the
cafe, he knew it would lead to mifchief; he thercfore
repented heartily of having come into the houfe alone.

After he had taken two whiffs of his pipe, and the

_flave had Jeft the room, ** Are you prepared ? (faid he)
have you brought the needful along with you ?”  Mr.
Bruce withed to have occafion to join Soliman, his fer-
vant, and anfiered, ¢ My fervants are at the outer door,
and have the vomit you wanted.” ¢ D—n you and the
vomit 100, ({aid he with great paflion} T want money,
and not poifon. Where are your piaftres?” “1 am a
bad perfon (replied Mr. Bruce) to furnifh you witheither.
I have neither money nor poifon; but I advife you to
drink a little warm water to clear your ftomach, cool
your head, and then lic down and compofe yourfelt; I
will fee you to-morrow morning.” Mr. Bruce was go-
irg our.  *¢ Haikim, (faid be) infidel, or devil, or what-
ever is your nmame, hearken to what I fay. Confider
where ycu are; thisistheroom where Mek Baady, a king,
was {lain by the hand of my father : look at his blocd,
where it has ftained the floor, which never could be wafh-
ed out. I aminformed you have 20,000 piaftres in gold
with you ; either give me 2000 before you go out ot this
chamber, or you fhall die; I will put you to death with
my own hand.” Upon this he took up his fword, that
was lying at the head of his fofa, and, drawing it with
a bravado, threw the fcabbard into the middle of the

room;
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room; and, tucking the fleeve of his fhirt above his el-
bow like a butcher, faid, «* I wait your anfwer.”

My, Bruce now flept one pace f:ad,‘.wards, and Leld
the little blunderbufs in his hand, without taking it off
the belt. He luid, inafirm tone.of voice, ¢ Thisis my
aufwer: I am not-a man, as 1 have told you before, to
die like a bealt by the hand of a drunkard ; on your life,
I charge you, ftir not from your {fofa.” He had no need
to give this injunétion; he heard the noife which the clof-
ing the jontin the flock of the blunderbufs made, and
thought flxe had cocked it, and was inftantly to fire. He
let his fword drop, and threw himf{elf on his back on the
fofacrying, * For God’s fake, Haikim, I was but jeft-
ing.” At the fame time, with all bis might, he cried,
“Erahim! Mahomet! El coom! El caom !”'—< If one of
your fervants approach me, (faid Mr. Eruce) that in-
fiant 1 will blow you to pieces; not one of them fhall
enter this room till they biing in my fervants with them ;
I have a number of them armed at your gate, who will
break in the inftant they hear me fixe.” ;

T he women had come to the door; and Mr. Bruce’s
fervants were admitted, ¢ach having a blunderbuls in
his. hand, and piltols at his girdle. They were now
greatly an overmatch for the Shiekh, who fat far back on
the {ofa, and yrctcndCd that all he had done was in joke,
in which his fervants joined., and a very confuied, de-
fultory difcourfe followed, ull the "Turk, fherriffe I{-
mael, happened to obferve the Shekh’s fcabbard of his
fword thrown upon the floor, on which he £ 1l into a vio-
lent fit of laughter. e endeavoured to make the Shekh
underftand, that drunkards and cowards had morc need
of the fcabbard than the {word; that ke, Fidele, and the
other drunkard that came to their houfe two or thrce
nights before, who laid he was Shekh of Jehaina, were
i‘ult poffefled of the fame portion of courage and info-

ence. ‘
As no good could be expeéted from this expoftulation,
Mr. Bruce ftopt it, and toock his leave, defiring the
Shekh to go to bed and compofe himfelf, and not lrir
any more of thefe experiments, which would certainly
end in his fhame, if not in his punifhment. He made
no anfwer, only wifhed them good night.

Mr.



M. Bruce and his {fervants went to the door, through -
the feveral apartments, very much upon their guard, tor
there was no perfon to light them out, and they were
afraid of fome treachery or ambulh in the antichamber
and dark paffages ; but they met nobody ; and were, even
at the outer gate, obliged to open the door themfelves,
Without the gate there were about twenty pecple gathered
together, but none of them with arms ; and, by the half
words and expreflions they made ufe of, they could judge
they were nct the Shekh’s friends. They followed them
for a ljrle, but difperfed before they arrived at their
houfe.

They had fearce got rid of this real danger, when the
appreheniion of an imaginary one ftruck them violently.
"Ihe water at Teawa is {tagnant in pools, and exceeding-
ly bad. Either that, or the bouza, a kind of new beer
which they fent them with their meat, had given all of
them, at the fame time, a violent diarrheea, and Mr.
Bruce was tormented with a perpetual thirft ever fince
they had been overtaken by the fimoom; and the bouza
being acid was not only more agreeable, but, he thought,
relieved him more than bad water ; in this, therefore, he
certainly had exceeded. When they found they wereall
taken ill at’ the fame time, it come into their heads
that Shekh Fidele had given them poifon in their dinner,
and they were very much perplexed what they (hould do
the next day. None of them, therefore, talted the mea
fent them ; when at night, their friend, the black flave
came, and to her they frankly told their doubts, The
poor creature fell into fuch violent fits of laughing, which
followed fo clofe the one upon the other, and lafted fo
long, that Mr. Bruce feared the would have expired up-
on the fpot. It is the water, {faid the): it does fo ro
all ftrangers; and then fhe fell into another great fit of
laughter. . *¢ Child, {anfwered Mr. Bruce) you know the
Shekh is not our friend, and thereis no eafier way to get
rid of us than by puilkm, as we eat every thing that comes
from you without fear.” ¢ And fo you mav ({aid fhe) ;
the Shekh could do no fuch thing without our knowledge,
and we would rather all be burnt alive than be ;_Juiln-:’(,;‘
fo vile an aftion. Befides (faid fhe) this Is not like Ha-
beth, where both meat and drink, I
talted by the bearer before you ufe

Ought to you, are
=gy Lo 5 :

tlem. There is no
fuch
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fuch thing as poifon in Atbara; the lance and the knife
in the ficld, that is the manner in which they kill one
another here.”

They then fhewed her their dinner uncaten, and {he
again fell mto a ':'in]ml fit oflaUghter, and took the meat
away that fhe might warm it, and they heard her laugh-
ing all the way as {he vent by herfelf. © She was not long
ir returning with provifions in plenty, and told them,
that her miftrefies never were fo diverted in their lives
and that fhe left them ftill laughing.

During the whole of Mr. Bruce’s flay at Teawa, the
behaviour of Fidele was all of a piece, and it is probable
our traveller would have finithed his travels in that
place, had not fome of his powerful friends interctted
themfelves in his fecurity. However, after various im-
pediments, on the 18th, they took leave of the Shekh to
proceed on their journey. The day had been immede-
rately hot, and they had refolved to travel all night,
though they did not fay fo to the Shekh, who advifed
them to {leep at Imgededema, where there was frefh wa-
ter. But they had taken a girba of water with them,
or rather, in cafe of accident, a litdde in each of the three
girbas,

Their journey, for the firlt fewen hours, was through
a barren, bare, and fandy plain, without finding a veftige
of any living creature, without water, and without
grafs, a country that feemed under the immediate curfe
of Heaven. However, after a molt difagreeable journey,
on the 1gth, ateight in the evening they arrived at Beyla.
Mr. Bruce found Beyla to be in lat. 13% 42/ 47" ; that
is, about eleven miles weft of Teawa, and thirty-one and
a half miles due fouth. They were met by Mahomet,
the Shekh, at the very entrance of the town. He faid,
he lcoked upon them as rifen from the dead; that they
muft be good people, and particularly under the care of
Providence, to have efcaped the mamy fnares the Shekh
of Atbara had laid for them. Mahomet, the Shekh, had
provided every fort of refrefhment poflible for them,
and, thinking they could not live without it, he had or-
dered fugar for them from Sennaar, Honey for the moft
part hitherto had' been its fubflitute. They had a good
comfortable fupper; as fine wheat-bread as ever Mr.

Bruce
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Bruce ate in his life, brought from Sennaar, as alfo rice ;
in a word, every thing that their kind landlord could
contribute to their plentiful and hofpitable entertain-
ment. ¢ 3

Qur traveller’s whole company was fall of joy, to
which the Shekh greatly encouraged them; and if there
was any alloy to the happinefs, it was the feeing that Mr.,
Bruce did net partake of it. Symptoms of an azuith
diforder had been hanging about him for feveral days,
ever fince the diarrhcea had left him. He found the
greateft repugnance, or naufea, at the fmell of warm
meat ; and, having a viclent headach, he infifted upon
going to bed fupperlefs, after having drank a quantity
of warm water by way of emetic. Being exceedingly
tired, he foon fell found afleep, having firlt taken {fome
drops of a ftrong fpirituous tincture of the bark -which
he biad prepared at Gondar, refolving, if he found any
remiflion, as he then did, to rake feveral good dofes of
the bark in powder on the morrow, beginning at
cay-break, which ke accordingly did with its ufual
{uccefs.

On the zoth of April, a litde after the dawn of
day, the Shekh, in great anxiety, came to the place
where Mr, Bruce was lving, vpon a tanned buffaloe’s
hide, on the ground. His 1orsow was foon turned into
joy when he tound him quite recovered from his illnefs.

le had taken the bark. and exprefled a defire of eating
a hearty breakfaft of rice, which was immediately pre-
pared for him.

The Shekh of Beyla was an implicit believer in medi-
cine, Seeing him take fome drops of the tinéture before
coffee, he infifled upon pledging Mr. Bruce, and he be-
lieves: would have willingly emptied the whole bottle.
The Shekh, having feffered great agony with his own
complaint, had paffed fome fmall ftones, and was greatly
better, as he faid, for the foap-pills. Mr. Bruce put
him in a way to prepare thefle, as alfo his lime-wuter.
Tt was impofitle to have done any favour for him equal
to this, as his agony had been fo great.

It was now the time to give the Shekh a prefent, and
Mr. Bruce had prepared one for him, fuch as he very
well deferved ; but no intreaty, por any weans he could

ule,
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ufe, could prevail upon him to accept of the mereft trifle.
On the contrary, he folemnly {wore, that if Mr. Bruce
importuned him further, he would get upon his horfe
and go into the country. All that he defired, and that
too as a favour, was, that, when Mr. Bruce had refted at
Sennaar, he might come and confult him further as to
his complaints, for which he promifed he fhould bring a
recompence with him,

Though Mr. Bruce was much pleafed with his recep-
tion here, he determined to prcfs on to Sennaar befor&
affairs there were in a defperate fituation, or fome fcheme
of mifchief fhould be contrived by Fidele. They had
again a large and plentiful dinner, and a quantity of
bouza ; venifon of g;vcral different fpecies of the ante-
lope or deer-kind, axzd Guinea-fowls, boiled with rice,
the belt part of their fare, for the venifon fmelled and
tafted ftrongly of mufk. ‘This was the provifion made
by the Shekh’s two fons, boys about fourteen or fifteen
years old, who had got each of them a gun with a match,
lock, and whofe favour he fecured to a very high de-
gree, by giving them fome good gunpowder, and plenty
of fmall leaden bullets.

In the afternoon, they walked out to fec the village,
which is a very plealant one, fituated vpen the bottom
of a hill, covered with wood, all the reft flat before it.
Through this plain there are many large timber trees,
planted in rows, and joined with high hedges, as in Eu-
rope, forming inclofures for keeping cattle; but of thefe
thev {aw none, as they had been moved to the Dender
for fear of the flies. There is no water at Beyvla but
what is got from deep wells. Large plantations of In-
dian corn are every where about the town.” The inhabi-
tants are in continual apprehenfion from the Arabs Du-
veina at Sim Sim, about 4o miles fouth-eafl from them;
and from another powerful race called Wed abd el Gin,
1: e« Son of the flaves of the Dezil, who live to the fouth-
weft of them, between the Dender and the Nile. Beyla
is another frontier town of Sennaar, on the fide of
S$im Sim; and between Teawa and this, on the Sennaar
fide, and Ras el Feel, Nara, and Tehelg2, upon the

- Abyflinian fide, allis defert and wafle, the Arabs only
fulfering the water to remain there without viliages
' near
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near it, that they and their flocks may come at certain

feafons while the grafs grows, and the pools or fprings

fill elfewhere. :

Though Mr. Bruce went early to bed with full deter-
mination to fet out by day-break, yet he found it was
impoffible to put his defign in execution, or get from the
hands of their kind landlord. One of their girbas feem-
ed to fail, and needed to be repaired. Nothing good,
as he truly faid, could come from the Shekh of At-
bara.

On the 21ft of April, they leftBeyla at three o'clock
in the afternoon, and proceeded through a very plea-
fant, flat country, but without water; there had been
none in their way nearer than the river Rahad. Abou_t
eleven at night they alighted in a wood: The place is
called Baherie, as near as they could compute, nine miles
from Beyla.

" On the 22d, at half pait five o’clock in the morning,
they left Baherie, ftill continuing weftward, and at nine
they came to the banks of the Rahad. 'The ford is .
culled Tchir Chaira.  The river itfelf was now ftanding
in pools, the water foul, ftinking, and covered with a
green mantle ; the bottom foft and muddy, but there was
no choice. The water at Beyla was {o bad, that they
took only as much as was abfolutely neceflary till they
arrived at running water from the Rahad.

On the 23d they met feveral men, on horfeback and |
on foot, coming out from among the bufhes, who endea~
voured to carry off one of their camels, They indeed
were {fomewhat alarmed, and were going to prepare for
refiftance.  The camel they had taken away had on it
the king’s and Shekh Adelaw’s prefents, and fome other
things for their future need. Their clothes too, hooks,
and papers, were upon the fame camel, Towever, as
this was only a contrivance to extort a prefent from Mr.
Bruce, the matter vas cafily got over, and the camel re-
ftored.

On the 24th, they came to the river Dender, ftanding
now in pools, but by the vaft widerefs of its hanks, and
the great deepnefs of its bed, all of white fand, it fhould
feem that in time of rain it will contain nearly as much
water as the Nile, The banks are every where thick

Q‘ over-
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grown with the rack and jujeb tree, efpecially the latter,
The wood, which had continued moftly from Beyla, here
failed entirely, and reached no further towards Sennaar.
Thefe two forts of trees, however, were in very great
beauty, and of a prodigious fize.

At fix o'clock 1n the evening, they fet out from a fhady
place of repofe on the banks of the Dender, through a
large plain, with not a tree before them ; but they pre-
fently found themfelves encompaflfed with a number of
villages, nearly of a fize, and placed at equal diftances in
form of a femi-circle, the roofs of the houfes in fhape
of cones, as are all thofe within the rains. The plain
was all of a red, foapy earth, and the corn juft fown.
This whole country is in perpetual cultivation, and
though at this time it had a bare look, would no doubt
have a magnificent one when waving with grain, At
nine they halted at a village of Pagan Nuba. Thefe
are all {oldiers of the Mek of Sennaar, cantoned in thele
villages, which, at the diftance of four or five miles,
furround the whole capital. 'They are either purchafed
or taken by force from Fazuclo, and the provinces to
the {cuth upon the mountains Dyre and Tegla. Having
fettlements and provifions given them, as alfo arms put
into their hands, they never wifh to defert, but live a
very domeftic and fober lifc.

They pay aduralior_l to the moon ; and that their wor-
fhip is pcrformcd with plc:_lfurc and fatisfaltion, is oh-
vious every night that fhe fhines. Coming out from the
darknefs of their huts, they fay a few words upon fecing
her brightnefs, and teftify great joy, by motions of their
feet and hands, at the firlt appearance of the new moon.
Mr, Bruce never faw them pay any attention to the fun,
either rifing or fetting, advancing to or receding from
the meridian ; but; as far as he eould learn, they worfhip
a tree, and likewife a ftone, though he never could find
out what tree or ftone it was, only that it did not exift in
the country of Sennaar, but in that where they were
born. Their priefts feemed to have great influence over
them, but through fear only, and not from affettion,
They are diftinguithed by thick copper bracelets about
their wrifts, as alfo fométimes one, and fometimes two
about their ancles,

On
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On the 25th, at four o'clock in the afternoon, they fet
out from the villages of the Nuba, intending to arrive
at Bafboch, where is the ferry over the Nile; but they
had fcarcely advanced two miles into the plain, when
they were inclofed by a violent whirlwind, or what is
called at fea the water-fpout. The plain was red earth,
which had been plentifully moiftened by a thower in the
night-time. The unfortunate cam‘cl that had been taken
by the Cohala feemed to be nearly in the center of its vor-
tex. It was lifted up and thrown down at a confiderable
diftance, and feveral of its ribs broken. Although, as
far as Mr. Bruce could guefs, he was not near the center,
it whirled him off his feet, and threw him down upon
his face, fo as to make his nofe gufh out with blood.
Two of the fervants likewife had the fame fate. It
plaiftered them all over with mud, almoft as {moothly
as could have been done with a trowel. It took
away Mr. Bruce’s fenfe and breathing for an inftant,
and his mouth and nofe were full of mud when he re-
covered. He guelles the fphere of its action to be about
200 feet. It demolifhed one half of a fmall hut, as if
it had been "cut through with a knife, and difperfed
the materials all over the plain, leaving the other half
ftanding.

As foon as they recovered themfelves, they took re-
fuge in a village, rom fear only, for they faw no veftige
of any other whilwind, It involved a great quantity
of rain, which the Nuba of the villages told them was
very fortunate, as it portended good luck to them, {and
a profperous journey ; for they faid, that had duft and
fand anifen with the whirlwind, in the fame proportion
it would have done had not the earth been moiftened,
they would all infallibly have been fuffocated ; and they
cautioned them, by faying, that tempefts were very fre-
quent in the beginning and end of the rainy feafon, and
whenever they fhould fee one of them coming, to fall
down upon their faces, keeping their lips clofe to the
ground, and fo let it pafs; and thus it would neither
have power to carry them off their feet, nor fuffocate
them, which was the ordinary cafe.

Theirkind landlords, the Nuba, gave them a hearty
welcome, and helped them to wath their clothes firft, and
then to dry thems When Mr, Bruce was ftri’ppsd

Q:z naked,
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naked, they faw the blood running from his nofe, and
faid,%hey could not have thought that onc fo white as
he was could have been capable of hlvcding. They gave
them a piecc of roafted hog, which they ate, (‘except
Ifmael and the Mahometans) very much to the fatis-
faétion of the Nuba. On the other hand, as their camel
was lame, they ordered one of their Mahometan fervants
to kill it, and take as much of it as would ferve them-
felves that night; they alfo provided againit wanting
them{elves the next day. The reft they gave amoeng their
new-acquired acquaintance, the Nuba of the village, who
did not fail to make a feaft upon it for feveral days after ;
and, in recompence for their liberality, they provided
them with a large jar of bouza, not very goé»d, indeed,
but better than the well-water. "This Mr. Bruce repaid
by tobacco, Leads, pepper, and ftibium, which he faw
plainly was infinitely more thin they expected. Although
they had been a good deal furprifed at the fudden and
violent effedts of the whirlwind of that day, and feverely
felt the bruifes it had occafioned, vet they paffed a very
focial and agreeable evening. Mr. Bruce had feldom,
in his.life, upon a journey, paffed a more comfortable
night. He had a very neat, clean hut, entirely to
himfelf, and a Greek fervant that fat near him. Some
of the Nuba watched for them all night, and took
care of their beafts and baggage. “They fung and re-
plied to one another alternately, in notes full of pleafant
melody, till Mr. Bruce fell faft aflecp, involuntarily, and
with regret, for, though bruifed, they were not fatigued,
but rather difcouraged, having gone no further than two
miles that day.

The landlord of the hut where Mr. Bruce was afleep,
having prepared for their fafety and that of their baggage,
thought himfelf bound in duty to go and give immediate
information to the prime minifter of the unexpeéted guefts
that then occupied his houfe. He found Adelan at
fupper, but was immediately admitted, and a variety of

ueftions atked him, which he anfwered fully. He de-
?crihcd their colour, their number, the unufual fize and
number of their fire.arms, the poornefs of their attire,
and, above all, their great cheerfulnefs, quietnefs, and
affability, their being contented with eating any thing,
and in particular mentioned the hogs flefh. One man

then
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then prefent, teltifying abhorrence to this, Adelan faid
of Mr. Bruce to their landlord, ¢ Why, he is a foldier
and a Kafr, like yourfelf. A foldier and a Kafr, when
travelling in a {trange country, fhould eat every thing,
and fo does every other man that is wife; has he not
a fervant of mine with him?” He anfwered,  Yes,
and a fervant of the king too; but he had left them, and
was gone forward to Sennaar.” ¢ Go you with them,
{fays be) and ftay with them at Bafboch till he had time
to fend for them to town.”” He had returned from
Aira long before our travellers arofe, and told them the
eonverfation, which was great comfort to them all; for
they were not much pleafed with the king's fervant goinE‘
before, as they had every reafon to think he was di
affefted towards them.

On the 26th, at fix o'clock in the morning, they fet
out from this village of Nuba, their way being ftill acrods
this immenfe plain. All the morning there were terrible
ftorms of thunder and lightning, fome rain, and one
fhower of {o large drops, that it wet them to the fkin in
an inftant. It was quite calm, and every drop fell per-
pendicularly upon them. Mr. Bruce thinks ﬁe never in
his life feit fo cold a rain, yet it was not difagreeable ;
for the day was clofe and hot, and they fhould have
withed every now and then to have had a moderate re-
frigeration ; this, however, was rather too abundant.
The villages of the Nuba were, on all fides, throughout
this plain. At nine o’clock. they arrived at Bafboch,
which is a largs colle@ion of huts of thefe people, and
has the appearance of a town.

The governor, a venerable old man of about feventy,
who was fo feeble that he could fcarcely walk, received
them with great complacency, only faying, when he took
Mz, Bruce by the hand, ¢ O Chriftian ! what doft thou,
at fuch a time, in fuch a country ?” Mr. Bruce was f{ur-
prifed at the politenefs of his {peech, when he called
him Nazarani, the civil term for Chriltian in the ealt;
whereas Infidel is the general term among thefe brutifh
people ; but it feems he had been feveral times at Cairo.
Mr. Bruce had herea very clean and comfortable hut to
lodge in, though they were [paringly fupplied with pro-

-3 vifions
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vifions all the time they were there, but.never were
fuffered to falt a whole day together.

Bafboch is on the eaftern bank of the Nile, not a quar-
ter of a mile from the ford below. 7The river here runs
north and fouth; towards the fides it is fhallow, but
deep in the middle of the current, and in this part it is
much infefted with crocodiles. Sennaar is two miles
and a half S. S. W. of it. 'They heard the evening drum
very diftintly, and not without al:lxiety, when they re-
fleéled to what abrutifh people, according to all accounts,
thev were about to truft themfelves.

On the 2gth, leave was fint them, to enter Sennaar.
It was not without fome difficulty thar Mr. Bruce get his

uadrant and heavy baggage fafely carried down the hill,
?or the banks are very fteep to the edge of the water.
"T'he intention of their affiftants was to flide the quadrant
down the hill, in its cafe, which would have utterly de-
ftroyed it; and as their boat was but a very indiffe-
rent embarkation, it was obliged te make feveral torns to
and fro before they got all their feveral packages landed
on the weftern fide.

They were conduéted by Adelan’s fervant to a very
fpacious good houfe belonging to the S!u:kb himfelf, ha-
ving two flories, a long quartér of a mile from the king’s
palace. He left a meffage for them to repofe themfelves,
and in a day or two to wait upon the king, and that he
{hould fend to tell them when they were to come to him.
This they refolved to have complied with moft exattly;
but the very next morning, the 3oth of April, there came
a fervant from the palace to fummon them to wait vpon
the king, which they immediately obeyed. Mr. Bruce
took with him three fervants, black Soliman, Ifmael the
Turk, and his Greek fervant Michael. The palace co-
vers a prodigious deal of greund. It is all of one ftorey,
built of clay, and the floors of earth, The chambers
through which they paffed were all unfurnifhed, and
feemed as if a great many of them had formerly been
deftined as barracks for foldiers, of whom Mr. Bruce
did not fee above fifty on guard. ‘The king was in a
{finall room, not twenty feet fquare, towhich they afcend-
ded by two fhort flights of narrow fteps. "The flvor of the
room was covered with broad fquare tiles; over it was

laid
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laid a Perfian carpet, and the walls hung with tapeftry of
the fame country ; the whole very well kept, and in
good order. ’

"The king was fitting upon a matrefs, laid on the ground,
which was likewife covered with a Perfian carpet, and
round him was a number of cufhions of Venetian cloth
of gold. His drefs did not correfpond with this magni-
ficence, for it was nothing but a large, loofe fhirt, of Su-
rat bluz cotton cloth, which fecmed not to differ from
the fame worn by his fervants, except that, all |:oLmd the
edges of it; the feams were double-ftitched with white
filkk, and likewife round the neck, His head was ua-
covered ; he wore his own fhort black hair, and was as
white in colour as an Arab, He feemed to be a man about
thirty-four, his feet were bare, but covered by his {hirt.
He had a very plebeian countenance, on which was flamp-
ed no decided charaéter; Mr. Bruce fhould rather guels
him to be a foft, timid, irrefolute man. At our travel-
fer’s coming forward and kifling his hand, he looked at
them for a minute as if undetermined what to fay. He
then afked for an Abyflinian interpreter, as there are many
of thefe about the palace. IHe faid to him in Arabic,
«« [ apprehend I underftand as much of that language as
will enable me to anfwer any queftion you have to put
to me.”  Upon which he turned to the people that were
with him, ¢ Downright Arabic, indeed! You did not
learn that langnage in Habeth ?” faid he to Mr. Bruce,
who anfwered, “ No; I have been in Egypt, Turkey,
and Arabia where I learned it; but I have likewife of-
ten {poken it in Abyflinia, where Greck, Turkifh, and
feveral other languages are ufed.” He faid, * Impofii-
ble! he did pot think they knew any thing of langua-
ges, excepting their own, in Abyflinia.”

"There were fitting in the {ide of the room oppofite to
him, four men dreffed in white cotton fhirts, with a
white fhaul covering their heads and part of their face,
by which it was known they were religious men, or men
of learning, or of the law. One of thefe anfwered the
king's doubt of the Abyflinians knowledge in languages,
¢¢ They have languages enough , and you know thar Ha-
befh is called’ the paradife of Affes.” During this con-
verfation, Mr, Bruce rook the fherriffe of Mecca's letrer.

Q4 alfo
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1fo one from the king of Abyflinia; he gave him the
king’s firft, and then the fherifle’s. He took them both
as Mr. Bruce gave them, but laid afide the king's upon a
cufhion, till he had read the fheriffe’s.  After this he read
the king's, and called immediately again for, an Abyffi-
nian mterpreter; upon which Mr. Bruce faid nothing,
{uppofing, perhaps, he might chufe to make him deliver
fome meflage to him in private, which he would not
have his people hear. But it was pure confufion and ab-
ence of mind, for he never fpoke 2 word to him when
he came. ¢ You are a phyfician and a foldicr,” fays the
king. * Both, in time of need,” faid Mr. Bruce. ** But
the therriffe’s Jetter tells me alfo, that you are a nobleman
in the fervice of a“great king that they call Englife-man,
who 1s maiter of all the Indies, and who has Mahometan as
well us Chriftian fubjefts, and allows them all to be
governed by their own laws.”—¢* Though I never faid
io to the fherrniffo, (re‘flied Mr. Bruce) yet it is true; I
am as ncble as any individual in my nation, and am alfe
fervant to the greateft king now reigning upon earth, of
whofe dominions, it is likewife truly faid, thefe Iudies
‘are but a fmall part.”—< How comes it, (fays the king)
ou that are fo noble and learned, that you know all
things, all languages, and {o brave that you fear no dan-
ger, but pafs, with two or three old men, into fuch
countries as this and Habefh, where Baady my father
rithed with an army ? How comes it that you do not
flay at home and enjoy yourfelf, eat, drink, take plea-
fure and reft, and nct wander like a poor man, a prey
to every danger ?”"—*¢ You, Sir, (replied Mr. Bruce) may
knowrf,;me of this fort of men; certainly you do know
them; for there are in your religion, as well as mine,
men of learning, and thofe too of great rank and no-
bility, who, ou acccunt of fins they have committed,
or vows they have made, renounce the world, its riches
and pleafures: They lay down their nobility, and be-
come humble and poor, fo as often to be infulted by
wicked and low men, not having the fear of God be-
fore their eyes.”’—** True, thefe are Dervith,” faid fome
that were prefent. ‘I am then one of thefe Dervifh,
{faid Mr. Brucel content with the bread that is_ given
me, and bound for {fome years to travel in hardfhips and
danger,
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danger, doing all the good T can to poor and rich, ferv-
ing every man, and hurting mone.” ¢ Tybe! that is
well,” {aid the king. ¢ And how long have you been
travelling about P’ adds one of the others, ¢ Near twen-'
ty years,” {aid Mr. Bruce.—** Yoo muft be very young,
{fays the king) to have committed fo many fins, and fo
early ; they muft all have been with women #’—s Part
of them, I fuppofe were, (replied Mr. Bruce) but Idid
nat fay I was one of thofe that travelled on account of
their fins, but that there were fome Dervithes that did
fo on account of their vows, and fome to learn wif-
dom.” Mr. Bruce now withdrew.

The drum beat a little after fix o’clock in the even-
ing.  They then had a very comfortable dinner fent
them, camels fleth ftewed with an herb of a vifcous
flimy fubfance, called Bammia. After having dined,
and finithed the journal of the day, Mr. Bruce fell
to unpacking his infiruments, the barometer and ther--
mometer firlt; and, after having hung them up, was con-
verfing with Adelan’s fervant when he thould pay his vi-
fit to his mafter. About eight o’clock came a fervant
from the palace, telling Mr. Bruce now- was the time-
to bring the prefent to the king, He forted the fe-
parate articles with all the fpzed he could, and they
went directly to the palace. The king was then fic-
ting in a large apartment, as far as he could guefs, ut:
fome diftance from the former. He was naked, but
had {everal clothes Iying upon his knze, and aboat him,
and a fervant was rubbing him over with vefy ftinking
butter or greafe, with which his hair was drdppins as.
if wet with water. Large as the room was, it egiild he
fmell=d through the whole of it. The king afked Mr.
Bruce if ever he greafed himfelf as he did? Mr, Bruge
faid, Very feldom, but fancied it would be very ex-
pénfive, He then told him, that it was elephants greafe,
which male people ftreng, and preferved the fkin ve-
1y {mooth. OQur traveller faid he thought it very pro-
per, but could not bear the fmell of 1t, though "his
fkin fhould turn as rough as an elephant’s for the want
ot 1. He faid, if Mr. Bracs had vfed it, his hair would
not have turned fo! red as it was, and that it would
all become white prefently when that i, Inefs came off,

Qs - Yan



946 SHAW’s ABRIDGEMENT OF

“ You may fee, (continued he) the Arabs driven in here
by the Daveina, and all their cattle taken from them,
becaufe they have no longer any greafe for their hair.
The fun firlt turns it red, and then perfecily white ;
and you will know them in the ftreet by their hair
being the colour of yours. As for the fmell, you will
fe¢ that cured prefently.”

After having rubbed him abundantly with greafe,
they brought a pretty large horn, and in it fomething
feented, about as liquid as honey. It was plain that
civit was a great part of the compofition. The king
went out at the door, Mr. Bruce fuppofes into ano=
ther room, and there two men deluged him over with
pitchers of cold water, whillt, as he imagined, he
was {tark-naked. He then returned, and a flave an-
nointed him with this {weet ointment; after whick
he fat down, as completely dreffed, being juft going
to his woman’s apartment where he was to fup, Mr.
Bruce told him, he wondered why he did not ufe rofe.
water as in Abyflinia, Arabia, and Cairo. He faid,
he had it often from Cairo, when the merchants ar-
rived ; but as it was now long fince any came, hig
people could not make more, for the rofe would not
grow in his country, though the women made fome-
thing like it of lemon-flower.

His toilet being finifhed, our traveller then produced
his prefent, which he told him the king of Abyffinia had
fent to him, hoping that, according to the faith and
cuftom’ of mations, he would not only protet him
while here, but fend him fafely and fpeedily eut of
his dominions into Egypt. He anfwered, there was
2 time when he could have done all this, and more,
but thofe times were changed. Sennaar was in ruin,
and was not like what it was. He then ordered fome
perfumed forbet to be brought for Mr. Bruce to drink
in his prefence, whichis a pledge that your perfon is
in fafety. The king thereupon withdrew, and went
to his ladies.

It was not till the eighth of May Mr. Bruce had his
audience of Shekh Adelan at Aira, whichis three miles
and a half from Sennaar; they walked out carly in the
morning, for the greateft part of the way along the fide

of
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of the'Nile, which had no beauty, being totally divefted of
trees, the bottom foul and muddy, and the edges of the
warer white with finall concretions of calcarious earth,
which,with the bright fun upon them, dazzled and affeéted
their eyes very much. They then ftruck acrofs a large
fandy plain without trees or bafhes, and came to Adelan’s
habitatien.

Within the gate was a number of horfes, with the
foldiers barracks behind them ; they were all picqueted in
ranks, their faces to their mafters barracks. It was one
of the fineeft fights Mr. Bruce ever faw of the kind.
They were all above {ixteen hands high, of the breed of
the old Saracen horles, all finely made, and as ftrong as
our coach-horfes, but exceedingly nimble in their mo-
tion; rather thick and fhort in the forehand, but with
" the moft beautiful eyes, ears, and heads in the world ;
they were moftly black, fome of them black and white,
fome of them milk-white foaled, fo not white by age,
with white eyes and white hoofs, not perhaps a great
recommendation.

A fteel fhirc of mail hung upon each man’s quarters
oppofite to his horfe, and by it an antelope’s fkin made
foft like fhamoy, with which it was covered from the
dew of the night. A head-piece of copper, without
creft or plumage, was fufpended by a lace above the fhirc
of mail, and was the molt picturelque part of the trophy.
To thefe was added an enormous broad-fword in ared
leather fcabbard 5 and upon the pummel hung two thick
gloves, not divided into fingers as ours, but like hedgers
gloves, their fingers in one poke. They told Mr. Bruce,
that, within that inclofure at Aira, there were 400
horfes, which, with the riders, and armour complete for
cach of them, were all the property of Shekh Adelan,
every -horfeman being his flave, and bought with his
money. 1

Adelan was then fitting upon a piece of the trunk  a
palm-tree, in the front of one of thefe divifions of his
horfes, which he feemed to be contemplutin§ with plea-
fure; a number of black people, his own fervants and
friends, were ftanding round him. He had on a long
drab-coloured camlet gown, lined with yellow fattin,

and
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and a camlet cap like a head piece, with two fhort
points that covered his ears. This, it feems, was his
drefs when he rofe early in the morning to vifit his
horfes, which he never negleted. The Shekh was a
man above fix feet high, rather corpulent, had a heavy
walk, feemingly more from affedtation of grandeur
than want of agility. He was about fixty, of the co~
lour and features of an Arab and not of a Neero, but
had rather more beard than falls to the lot of people
in this country ; large piercing eyes, and a determined,
though, at the fame time, a very pleafing countenance.
Upon Mr. Bruce’s coming near him he got up, * You
that are a horfeman, (fays he, without any {alutation)
what would your king of Habeth give for thefe horfes ¢’
— What king, (anfwered Mr. Bruce in the fame
tone) would not give any price for fuch horfes, if he
knew their value £’

They then went into a large faloon, hung round with
mirrors and {carlet damafk ; in one of the longeft fides
were two large fofa’s covered with crimfon and yellow
damalk, and large cafhions of cloth of gold, like to
the king's. He now pulled off his camlet gown and
cap, and remained in a crimfon fattin coat reaching
down below his knees, which lapped over at the breaft,
and was girt round his waift with a fcarf or fafh, in
which he had ftuck a fhort dag%er in an ivory fheath,
mounted with gold ; and one of the largeft and moft
beautiful amethyfts upon his finger that Mr. Bruce ever
faw, mounted plain, without any diamonds, and a fmall

old ear-ring in one of his ears.

¢ Why have you come hither, (fays he to Mr. Brucs:]
without arms, and on foot, and without attendants
Yagoube. Twastold thathorfes were not kept at Sennaar,
and brought none with me. Adelan. ¢ You {fuppofe
you have come throngh great dangers, and {o you hfwe.
But what do you think of me, who am day and night
out in the fields, furrounded by hundreds and thoufands
of Arabs, all of whomwould eat me alive if they dared
Yagoube. * A brave man, ufed to command as you are,
does not look to the number of his enemies, but to their
abilities; a wolf does not fear ten thoufand fheep more
than ke does one,” A4d. *¢ True; look out at the do;rr;

thcle
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thefe are their chiefs whom I am now taxing, and'T have:
brought them hither that they may' judge from what
they fee whether I am ready for them or not.” Yag.
“ You could not do more properly ; but, as to my own:
affairs, 1 wait upon you from the king of Abyfiinia;
defiring fafe conduét through your country into Egypt,
with his royal promife, that he is ready to'do the hke
for you again, or any other favour you may call upon:
him for.” He took the letter and read it. 4d. * The
king of Abyflinia may be affured I am always ready to
do more for him than this. It is true, fince the mad
attempt upon Sennaar, and the next ftill madder, to4e~
place old Baady upon the throne, we have had mo® for-
mal peace, but neither are we at war. We underftand
one another as good neighbours cught to do; and what’
elfe is peace >~ Yug. ** You know I am a ftranger and
traveller, feeking my way home, I have nothing to do
with peace or war between nations. All I beg is a fafe-
condu& through your-kingdom, and the righes of hof-
pitality beflowed in fuch cafes on every common ftran-
ger; and one of the favours 1 beg is, your acceptance:
of a fmall prefent. 1 bring it not from home; I have
been long abfent from thence, or it would have been
better.” ~ 44 « I'll not refufe it, but it is quite unne-
ceflary, I have faults like other men, but to hurt, or
ranfom firangers, was never one of them. Mahomet
Abou Kalec, my brother, is however, a much better
man to ftrangers than [ am; you will be lucky if you
meet him here; ifnot, I will do for you what I can
when once the confufion of thefe Arabs is over.”

Mr. Bruce gave him the fherrifit’s letter, which he:
opened, looked at, and laid by without reading, faying
only, ¢ Aye, Metical is a2 good man, he fomerimes
takes care of our people going to Mecca; for my part,
I never was there, and probably never fhall.” Mr,
Bruce then prefented his letter from Ali Bey to him.
He placed it upon his knee, and gave a flap upon it
with his open hand. 44 ¢ What! do you not know
have you not heard, Mahomet Abou Dahab, his Haf.
nadar, has rebelled againft him, banifbed him out of
Cairo, and now fits in his place ? But don’t be difcon.
eerted at that, T know you to be a man of honour and

prudence;
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prudence ; if Mahomet, my brother, does not come, as
foon as I can get leifure, I will difpaich you.” The
{ervant that had conduéted Mr., Bruce to Sennaar, and
was then with him, went forward clofe to him, and
{faid, in a kind of whifper, * Should, he go often to
the king #”’—¢* When he pleafes; he may go to fee the
town, and take a walk, but never alone, and alfo to
the palace, that, when he returns to his own counrry,
he may report he faw a king at Sennaar, that neither
knows how to govern, nor will fufler others to teach
him ; who knows not how to make war, and yet will
t fit in peace,” Mr. Bruce then took his leave of
hinn®hut there was a plentiful breakfaft in the other
room, to*which he fent them. At going out Mr, Bruce
took his leave by kiffing bis hand, which he fubmitted
to without reluflance. ¢ Shekh, (faid our traveller)
when I pafs thefe Arabs in the fquare, I hope it will not
difoblige you if I converfe with {ome of them out of curi-
ofity i 4d. *“ By no means, as much as you pleafe;
bat don’t let them know where they can find you at
Sennaar, or they will bein your houfe from morning
till night, will eat up all your vi€iuals, and then, in re-
turn, will cut your throat if they can meet you upon
your journcy.”

Mr. Bruce returned home to Sennaar, very well plea-
fed with his reception at Aira. He hLad not feen, fince
he left Gondar, a man {o open and frank in his manners,
and who fpoke without difguife what apparently he bad
in his heart. .

The next morning, after Mr. Bruce came home fron'!
Aira, he was agreeably furprifed by a vifit from Hagi
" Belal, to whom he had been recommended by Metical

Aga, and to whom Ibrahim Seraff, the-Englifh broker
at Jidda, had addreffed him for any money he fhould
need at Sennaar. Belal welcomed him with great kind-
nefs, and repeated teftimonies of joy and wonder at his
fafe arrival. He had been down in Athara at Gerri, or
fome villages necar it, with merchandize, and had not
yet fecn the king fince he came home, but gave Mr.
Bruce the very worft defeription poflible of the country,
infomuch that there feemed to be not a {pot, but the one
he then ftood on, in which he was not in imminent dan-

oy
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oer of deftru@ion, from a variety of independent caufes

which it fecmed not poflibly in his power to avoid., In.
the evening, he fent Mr. Bruce fome refrefhments,
which he had long been unaccuftomed to; fome tea, ex—
cellent coffee, fome honey and brown fugar, feveral
bottles of rack, likewile nutmegs, cinnamon, ginger,
and fome very good dates.of the dry kind which he had
brought from Atbara. s e

Hazi Belal was a native of Morocco. He had been .
at Cairo, and alfo at Jidda and Mocha, He knew the
Englith well, and profefled himfelf both obliged and
attached to them. It was fome days before Mr. Bruce
ventured to fpeak to him upon money bufinels, or upon
any probability of finding afliftance here at Sennaar,
He gave him little hopes of the latter, repeating to him
what he very well knew about the difagreement of the
king and Adelan. He feemed to place all his expetta-
tions, and thofe were but faint ones, in the coming of
Shekh Abou Kalec from Kordofan. He faid, nothing
could be expeéted from Shekh Adelan without going to
Aira, for that he would never truft himfelf in Sennaar,
in this king’s life time, but that the minifter was abfo-
lute the moment he aflembled bis troops without the
town.

One morning he came to Mr. Bruce after having been
with the king, when our traveller was himfelf preparing
to go to the palace. He faid, he had been fent for upon
his account, and had been queftioned very narrowly what
fort of 2 man he was. Havinganfwered very favourably,
both of him and his nation, he had afked for Metical A~
ga’s letters, or any other letters received concerning him
from |idda ; he faid, that he had only fhewn Merical’s
letter, wrote in the name of the {herriffe, as alfo one from
himfelf; that there were feveral great officers of govern-
ment prefent; and the Cadi (whom Mr. Bruce had feen
the firft time he had been with the king) bad read the
letters aloud to them all: That one of them had afked,
How it came that fuch a man as our traveller ventured
to pafs thefe deferts, with four or five old fervants, and
what it was he came to fee ; that he anfwered, he appre-
hended his chief objett at Sennaar was to be forwarded

to
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to his own country. It was alfo atked, Why Mr, Bruce
had not fome Englithmen with him, as none of his fer-
vants were of that nation, *but poor beggarly Kopts,
Arabs, and Turks, who were none of them of his
religion. Belal anfwered, That travellers through thefe
countries muft take up with fuch people as they can find
going the fame way ; however, he believed fome En-
glifh fervants had died in Abyflinia, which country he
had lefc the firk opportinity that had offered, beiny
wearied by the perpctual war which prevailed. Upo:
which the king faid, « He has chofen well, when ha
came into this country for peace. You know, Hagi
Belal, 1 can do nothing for him; there is nothing in
my hands. T could eafier get him back into Abyﬂ'u‘;i:t
than forward him into Egypt.  Who is it now that can
pafs into Egypt ?* The Cadi then faid, ¢ Hagi Belal
can get him to Suakem, and fo to Jiddato his country-
men.” ‘To which Eelal replied, ¢ The king will find
fome way when he thinks farther of it,” ;

A few days after this, Mr. Bruce had a meflage fro
the palace, He found the king fitting alone, apparently
much chagrined, and in ill-humour. He afked him,
fn a very peevifh manner, if he was not yet gone? To
which he anfwered, < Your Majefly knows that it is
impoffible for me to go a flep from Sennaar without affift-
ance from you.” Heagain alked him, in the fame tone
as before, ¢ How he could think of coming that way #**
He faid, nobody imagined in Abyffinia but that he was
able to give a ftranger fafe conduct through his own do-
minions.” He made no reply, but nodded a fign for
him to depart, which he immediately did, and fo finifh-
ed this fhort, but difagreeble interview.

About four o'clock that fame afternson, Mr. Bruce
was again fent for to the palace, when the king told
him, that feveral of his wives were ill, and defired that
he would give them his advice, which he promifed to do
without difficulty, as all acquaintance with the fair fex
had hitherto been much toiis advantage. He was ad-
" mitted into a large fquare apartment very ill-lighted, in
which were about fifty women, all perfe@ly black,.
without any covering but a very narrow piece of cotton
rag about their waitts, While he was mufing whether

or
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ornot thefe all might be queens, or whether there was
any queen among them, one of them took him by the
hand and led him rudely enough into another apartmens.
This was much better lighted than the firlt. ~ Upon 2
large bench, or fofa, covered.with blue Surat cloth, fac
three perfons cloathed from the neck to the feet with
blue cotton fhirts. -
One of thefe, who Mr. Bruce found was the favourite,
was‘about fix feet high, and carpulent beyond all pro-
portion. She feemed to him, next to_the elephant and
rhinoceros, to be the largeflt living creature he had met
with. Her features were perfeétly like thofe of a Negro ;.
a ring of gold paffed through her under lip, and weigh-
ed it down, till, like a flap, it covered her chin, and left
her teeth bare, which were very {fmall and fine. The
infide of her lip fhe had-made black with antimony.
Her ears reached down to her fheulders, and had the ap~
pearance of wings; the had in each of them a large
ring of gold, fomewhat fmaller than a man’s little fin-
ger, and about five inches diameter. The weight of
thefe had drawn down the hole where her ear was pierced
fo .much that three fingers might eafily pafs above the
ring. She bad a gold necklace, ltke what we ufed to-
call Efclavage, of feveral rows, one below another, to
which were hung rows of fequins pierced. She had
on her ancles two manacles of Bold, larzer than any
he had ever feen upon the feet of felons, with which
he could not coneeive it was poflible for her to walk ;
but afterwards he found they were hollow. 'Ihe others
were drefled pretty much in the fame manner ; only there
was one that had chains which came from her. ears to the
cutfide of each noftril, where they were fallened. There
was alfo a ting put throngh the griftle of her nofe, and
which hung down to the opening of her mouth. It had °
altogether fomething of the appearance of a horfe’s bri.
dle. Upon his coming near them, the eldeft put hew
hand to her méuth and kiffed it, faying, at the fame
time, in very vulgar Arabie, * Kifhalek howaja??
(How do you do, merchant). Mr. Bruce never in -his
life was more pleafed with diftant falutations than at this
time. He anfwered, < Peace be among you! I am a
phyfician, and not a merchant.” Mr. Bruce here omits
0o
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to enumerate the multitude of tleir complaints ; being
alady’s phyfician, he confiders difcretion and filence as
his firft duties.

No horfe, mule, afs, or any other of burden, breed:
er even live at Sennaar, or many miles abour it. Poul-
try does not live there. Neither do; nor cat, fheep nor
bullock, can be preferved a feafon there. They mult go
all, every half year, to the fands. ‘Though all poifible:
care be taken of them, they die in every place where the
fat earth is about the town during the firit {eafon of the
rains. ‘T'wo grey-hounds which Mr. Bruce brought from
Atbara, and the mules which he bronght from Abyfinia,
lived only a few weeks after he arrived. They feemed to
have fome inward complaint, for nothing appeared out—
wardly. Several kings have tried to keep lions, but no
care could prolong their lives beyond the firft rains.
Shekh Adelan had two, which were in great health, be-
ing kept with his horfes at grafs in the fands but three
miles from Sennaar :. neitherrofe, nor any fpecies of jef~
famine, grow here; no tree but the lemon flowers neax
the city, that ever Mr. Bruce faw; the rofe has been
often tried, but in vain.

Sennaar is in Jat. 13° 34736" north, and in long.

3° go’ 20’ eaft from tl}tlt meridianof Greenwich. Itis
on the weft fide of thc.l\ul.e, and clofe upon the banks of
“it. ‘The ground whereon it ftands rifes juft enough to pre-
yent the river from entering the town, even in-the height
of the inundation, when it comes to be even with the
fireet. >

‘T'he country around’ Sennaar is exceedingly pleafant
in the end of Auguft and beginning of September, Mr.
Bruce means fo far as the eye is concerned ; inflead of
that barren, bare walte, which it appeared on their arri-
val in May, the corn now fprung up, and covering the
ground, made the _whole of this immenfe plain appear a,
level, green land, interfperfed with great lakes of water,
and ornamented at certain intervals with groups of vil-
lages, the conical tops of the houfes prefenting, at adil-
tance, the appearance of [mall encampments,  Through
this immenfe, extenfive plain, winds the Nile, a.delightful
river thers, above a mile broad,, full to the very brim, but
never oveiflowing.  Every where on thefe banks are feen

numerous
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numerous herds of the moft beautiful cattle of various
kinds. the tribute recently extorted fromall the Arabs, who
freed from their vexations, return home with the remain-
der of their flocks in peace, at as great a diftacce from
the town, country, and their oppreflors, asthey poffibly
can. ;

War and treafon feem to be the only employment of-
this horrid people, whom Heaven has fcparate.d, by al-
moft impaffable deferts, from the reft ‘of manklpd, con-
fining them to an accurfed {pot, feemingly to give them.
carneft in time of the only other worfe which he has re-
ferved to them for an cternal hereafter.  The drefs of Sen--
naar is very fimple. Itconfifts of a long thirt of blueSu-~-
rat cloth called Marowty, which covers them from the
lower part of the neck down to their feet, but does not
conceal the neck itfelf; and this is the only difference be-
tween the mens and the womens drefs ; that of the wo-
men covers their neck altogether, being buttoned like
ours. The men have fometimes a {ath tied about their
middle; and both men and women go bare-footed in the
houfe, even thofe of the better fort of people. 'Their
floors are covered with Perfiun carpets, efpecially the
womens apartments. I fair weather, they wear fandals;-
and without dooxs they ufe a kind of wooden patten, ve-
ry neatly ornamented with fhells, In the greateft heat
at noon, they order buckets of water to be thrown upon
them inftead of bathing. Both men and women anoint’
themf{elves, at leaft oncza-day, with camels greafe mixed
with civet, which they imagine foftens their fkin, and
preferves them from cutaneons eruptions, of which they
are {o fearful, that the {malleft pimple in any vifible part
of their body keeps them in the houfe till it difappears :
For the fame reafen, though they have a clean fhirt every
day, they ufe one dipt in greafe to lie in all night, as
they have no covering but this, and lie upon a bull’s
hide tanned, and very much foftened by this conftane
greafing, and at the fame time very cool, though it oc-
cafions a fmell that no walbing can free them from:

The poorer fort live upon millet, made into bread or
flour. The rich make a pudding of this, toafting the-
flour before the fire, and pouring milk and butter into its
befides which, they eat beef, partly roafted and an;,

TAW 4
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raw. Their horned cattle are the largeit and fatteft in
the world, and are exceedingly fine; but the common
meat fold in the market is camels flefh. The liver of the
animal, and the fpare rib, are always caten raw through
the whole country. Mr. Bruce never faw one inftance
where it was dreffed with fire: it is not then true that
cating raw flefh is peculiar to Abyflinia; it'is practifed
in this inftance of camels flefh in all the hlack countries
to the weftward. Hogs flefh is not fold in the market;
but all the people of Sennaar cat it publickly : men in
office, who pretend to be Mahometans, eat theirs in
fecret.

On the 7th of Auguft, Mr. Bruce was iuformed by
Hagi Belal, that Shekh Fidele of Teawa had been feve-
ral days in the-palace with the king, and had informed
him that Mr. Bruce was laden with money, befides a
quantity of cloth of gold, the richeft he had ever feen,
which the king of Abyliinia had deftined as a prefent to
him, but which eur traveller had perverted to his own
ufe : Headded, that the king had expreffed himfelf in a
very threatening manner, and that he was very much a-
fraid he was not in fafety if Shekh Adelan was gone
from Aira. Upon this Mr. Bruce defired Hagi Belal to

o to the palace, and obtain for him an audience of the
Eing. In vain he reprefented to our traveller the rifk
he ran by this meafure; he perfifted in his refolution,
he was tied to the ftake. To fly was impofible, and he
had often overcome fuch dangers by braving them.

Pelal went then unwillingly to the palace. Whether he
delivered the meflage he knows not, but he returned f{ay-
ing, the king was bufy and could not be feen. Mr.
Bruce had, in the interim, fent Soliman to the Gindi,
or Sed el Coom, telling him- his difficulties, and the news
he had heard. In place of returning an anfiver, he came
direétly to him himfelf, and was fitting with him when
Hagi Belal returned, who appeared fomewhat difconcert-
ed at the meeting.  Gindi chid Hagi Belal very fharply,
afking him what good all that tittle-tattle did either him
or Mr. Bruce, and infinuated pretty plainly, that he be-
lieved Hagi Belal did this in concert with the king, to
extort fome prefent from our traveller.  After fome fur-
ther conserfation, Gindi tock his leave, and Mr. Bruce

attended
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attended him down ftairs, with many profeffions of gra-
titude ;. and at the door he faid, in a very low voice, to
our traveller, “ Take care of yon Belal, he is a dog
worfe than a Chriftian.”

It was now the 20th ; and, for feveral days fince Ade-
lan’s departure, no proviﬁons were fent to Mr, Bruce's
houfe, as before was ufual. Money therefore became
abfolately neceflary, not only for their daily fubfiftence,
but for camels to carry their baggage, provifions, and wa-
ter acrofs the defert. He now defpaired abfolutely of
aflitance of any kind from the king; and an accident
that happened made him lay all thoughts afide of ever
troubling him more upon the fubject. “T'here arc at Mec-
ca a number of black eunuchs, whofe fervices are dedi-
cated to that temple, and the fepulchre of Medina. Part
of thele, from time to time, procure liberty to return on
a vilit fo their refpective homes, or to the large cities
where they were fold from, on the Niger, Bornou, To-
crur, and Tombuto, where they beg donations for the
holy places, and frequently colle& large fums of gold,
which abounds in thefe towns and territories. One of
thefe, called Mahomet Towafh, which fignifies Eunuch,
had retuned from a begging voyage in Sudan, or Ni-
gritia, and was at Sennaar exceedingly ill with an in-
termitting fever. The king had fent for Mr. Bruce to
vifit him, and the bark in a few days had perfe€ily re-
covered him. A proportional degree of gratitude had,
in return, taken place in the brealtt of Mahomet, who,
70iug to Cairo, was exceedingly defirous of taking Mr,
3ruce with him, and rhis defire was increafed when he
heard he had letters from the fherriffe of Mecca, and was
acquainted with Metical Aga, who was his immediate
maiter.

Nothing could be more fortunate than this rencounter
at fuch a time, for he had fpare camels in great plenty,
and the Arabs, as he paffed them, contirued giving him
more, and fupported him with provifiens wherever he
went, for thefe people, being accounted ficred, and re-
garded with a certain religious awe, as being in the im.-
mediate fervice of their propher, till now ufed to pafls in-
violate wherever they were going, however unfettled the
times, or however flenderly attended,

Every
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Every thing was now ready, Mr. Bruce’s inftruments
and baggage packed up, and the 25th of Auguft fixed
when they thould begin their journey to Atbara. Ma.
homet, who pafled a great part of his time at Mr. Bruce’s
houfe, had not been {een by them for feveral days, which
they did not think extraordinary, being bufy themfclves,
and knowing that his trade demanded continual attend-
ance on the great people; but they were exceedingly
furprifed at hearing from his black Soliman, that he and
all bis equipage had fet out the night of the zoth for
Atbara. This they found afterwards was at the earneft
perfuafion of the king, and was at that time a heavy dif-
appointment to M. Bruce, however fortunate it turned
out afterwards. .

The night of the 25th, which was to have been that
of their departure, Mr. Bruce fat late in his room up
flairs, in the back, or moft private part of their houfe.
His little company was holding with him a moft melan-
<holy council on what had fo recently happened, and,
in general, upon the unpromifing face of their affairs.
T heir fingle lamp was burning very low, and fuggelted to
them that it was the hour of fleep, to which, however,
none of them were very much inclined. Ceorgis, a
Greek, who, on account of the forenefs of his eyes had
{taid below-in the dark, and had fallen afleep, came
running up ftairs in a great_frighr, and told them he
had been wakened by the noife of men endeavouring to
force open the door 3 that he hearkened alittle, and found
there were many of them. Their arms were all ready,
and they fnatched them up and ran towards the door;
but Mr. Bruce ftopt, and Flanted them upon the firft
Janding-place In the ftair-cale, as he wifhed not to fire
till the enemy was fairly in the houfe, that no excufe
might remain for this their violation of hofpitality. By
this time, the affailants had forced the outer gate, and
were then in the lodge, endeavouring to do the fame by
the inner, having put a handfpike under it to lift it up
from the hinges. ¢ Are you not madmen, (faid M.
Bruce) and weary of your lives, to attempt to force
Adelan’s houfe, when there are within it men abund-
antly provided with large ﬁrc-_arms, that, upon one dif
charge through the door, will lay you all dead where

you .-
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~ou now [tand ?” ¢ Stand by from the door, (cries
Ifmacl) and let me fire. Thefe black Kafrs don’t yet
know what my blunderbufs is.” They had been filent
from -the time Mr. Bruce had fpoken, and had with-
drawn the handf{pike from under the door. < Ullah!
Ullah! (cries one of them fofily ) how found you fleep!
we have been endeavouring to waken you thishour. The
king isill ; tell Yagoube to come to the iPa\lace, and open
the door inftantly.”” ¢ Tell the king ({aid Mr. Bruce)
o drink warm water, and I will fee him in the mom-
ing.” At this time one of Mr. Bruce’s fervants fired a
piftol in the air out of an upper window, upon which
they all ran off. They feemed to be about ten or twelve
in number, and left three handfpikes behind them. The
noife of the piftol brought the guard, or patrole, in
about half an ‘hour, who carried intelligence to the Sid
el Coom, our traveller's friend, by whom he was in-
formed inthe morning, that he had found them all out,
and put them in irons; that Mahomet, the king's fer-
vant, who met them at Teawa, was one of them; and
¢hat there was no poflibility now. of concealing this from
Adelan, who would order him to be impaled.

Things were now come to fuch a erifis that Mr. Bruce
awas determined to leave his infiruments and papers with
Kittou, Adelan’s brother, or with the Sid el Coom,
while he went to Shaddly to fee Adelan. Butfirlt he
thought it neceflary to apply to Hagi Belal to try what
funds they could raife to provide the neceffaries for their
journey. Mr, Bruce thewed him the letter of Ibrahim,
the Englifh broker of Jidda, of which before he had re-
ceived a copy and repeated advices, and told him he
{hould want 200 fe(}uins at leaft, for his camels and pre-
vifions, as well as for fome prefents that he (hould have
occafion for, to make his way to the great men in At-
bara. Never was furprife better counterfeited than by
this man. He held up his hands in the utmoft aftonith-
ment, repeating, 200 fequins ! over twenty times, and
afked Mr. Bruce if he thought money grew upon trees at
Sennaar, that it was with the utmoft difficulty he could

fpare him 20 dollars, part of which he muft borrow from
a friend.

The
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This was a ftroke that feemed to infure Mr., Bruce’s
" deftruction, no other refource being now left, They
were already indebted to Hagi Pelal twenty dollars for
provifion ; they had feven mouths to feed daily ; and as
they had neither meat, money, nor credit, to continue
at Sennaar was impoflible. ‘I hey had feen, a few nights
before, that no houfe could proteét them there; and to
Jeave Sennaar was, in their fituation, as impoflible as to
flay there. ‘They had neither camels to carry their pro-
vifions and baggage, nor fkins for their water, nor, in-
deed, any proviiions to carry, nor money to f-.-.ppl].' them
with any of thefe, nor knew any perfon that could give
them afliftance nezrer than Cairo, from which they were
then diftant about 17° of the meridian, or above 1000
siles in a ftraight line ; great part of which was through
the moft barren, unhofpitable deferts in the world, defti-
tute of all vegetation, and of every animal that had the
breath of lite. Hagi Belal was inflexible ; he began
now to be weary of our travellers, to fee them but feldom,
and there was great appearance of his foon withdrawing
Limfelf entirely. :

Mr. Bruce's fervants began to murmur; fome of them
had known of his gold chain from the beginning, and
thefe, in the common danger, imparted what they knew
to the reft.  In fhort, he refolved, though very unwil=
tingly, not to facrifice his own life and that of his fer-
vants, and the fAnifhing his travels, now fo far advanced,
to childifth vanity. He determined therefore to abandon
his gold chain, the honourable recompence of a day full
of fatigue and danger. Whom to intruft it to was the
next confideration ; and, upon mature deliberation, he
found it could be to nobody but Hagi Belal, bad as he
had reafon to think he was. However, to put 2 check
upon him, lie fent for the Sid el Coom, in whofe pre-
ferce he repeated his accufation againtt Belal ; he read
the Serofl’s letter in his favour, and the {everal letters
that Belal had written him whilft he was at Gondar, de-
claring hiis acceptance of the order to furnifh him with
money when be fhould arrive at Sennaz#; and he up-

braided him in the {trongeft terms with deplicity and
breach of faith,

But
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But all that he could fay was very far fhort of the
violent expoftulation from the Gindi that immediately
followed. He gave Hagi Belal many not obfcure
hints, that he looked upon this injury as done to himfelf,
and would repay him; tHat though he had done this
to pleafe the king, the time might not be far off when
that favour would be of very little ufe to him; on the
contrary, might be a reafon for ftripping him of all he
had in the world.” 'The force of thefe arguments {eemed
to ftrike Hagi Belal’s imagination very powerfully.
He even offered to advance go fequins, and to fee if he
could raife any more among his friends. The Gindi (a
rare inftance in that country) offered to lend him fifty.
But the dye was now caft, the chain had been produced
and feen, and it was become exceedingly dangerous to
carry fuch a quantity of gold in any fhape along with
him. He therefore confented to fell it to Hagi Belal
in prefence of the Gindi, and they immediately fet
about the purchafe of neceflaries, with this provifo, that
if Adelan, upon Mr. Bruce’s going to Shaddly, did
furnith him with camels and neceflaries, fo much of the
chain fhould be returned.

It was the sth of September that they were all pre-
pared to leave this capital of Nubia, an inhofpitable coun-
try from the beginning, and which, every day they
continued in it, had engaged them in greater difficulties
and dangers. They flattered themfelves, that, once dif-
engaged from this bad ftep, the greateft part of their fuf-
ferings was over; for they apprehended nothing but
from men, and, with very great reafon, thought they had
feen the worft of them.

In the evening Mr. Bruce received a meflage from the
king to come direttly to the palace. He accordingly
oheyed, taking two fervants along with him, and found
him fitting in a little, low chamber, very neatly fitted
up with chintz, or printed callico curtains, of a very
gay and glaring pattern. He was fmoaking witha very
long PcrEan pipe through water, was alone, and {eemed
rather grave than in ill-humour. He gave Mr, Bruce
his hand to kifs as ufual, and after paufing a moment
without {peaking, (during which our traveller ftanding
before him) a flave brought him a little flool, and fet it

down
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down juft oppofite to him; wupon which he faid, in a
low voice, fo that Mr. Bruce could fcarcely hear him,
« Fudda, fit down,” pointing to the ftool. He fatdown
accordingly. ¢° Youare going, I hear (fays he) to Ade-
lan.” Qur traveller anfwered, ** Yes.” ¢ Did he fend for
you?” He faid, “*No; but, ashe wanted to return to
Egypt, he expeéted letters from him in anfwer to thofe
he brought from Cairo.”” Aimg, “ You are not fo gay
as when you firft arrived here.”” 1%. < Thave had ne very
great reafon.” Their converfation was now taking a
very laconic and ferious turn, but he did not feem to un-
derftand the meaning of what he faid laft. KA. ¢ Adelan
has fent for you by my defire; Wed Abroff and all the
Jehaina Arabs have rebelled, and will pay no tribute.
They fay you have a quantity of powerful fire-arms with
you that will kill twenty or thirty men at a thot.” 7Ta.
« Say fifty or fixty, if it hits them,” K. ¢ He is there-
fore to employ you with your guns to punith thofe Arabs,
and {poil them of their camels, part of which he will
give to you.” Mr. Bruce prefently underftood what he
meant, and only anfwered, I am a ftranger here, and
defire to hurt no man. My arms are for my own defence
againft robbery and violence.” At thisinflant the Turk,
Hagi Ifmael, cried from without the door, in broken
Arabic, * Why did not you tell thofe black Kafrs, you
{ent to rob and murder us the other night, to ftay alitdle
longer, and you would have been better able to judge
what our fire-arms can do, without fending for us either
to Abroff or Adelan. By the head of the prophet! let
them come in the day time, and I will fight ten of the
belt you have in Sennaar.” K, « The man is mad, but
he brings me to fpeak of what was in my head when I
_ defired to fee you. Adelan has been informed that Ma-
homet, my fervant, who brought you from Teawa, has
been guilty of a drunken frolic at the door of his houfe,
and has fent foldiers to take him to-day, with two or
three others of Lis companions.”  ¥%. ¢ 1 know nothing
about Mahomet, nor do I drink with him, or give him
drink. About halfa fcore of people broke inte Adelan’s
houfe in the night, with a view to rob and murder us,
but I was not at the pains to fire at fuch wretches as
thefe. 'Two or three fervants with fticks were all that
were
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were needful. I underftand, indeed, that Shekh Adelan
is exceedingly difpleafed that I did not fire at them, and
has fent to the Gindi, ordering him to deliver two of
them to him to-morrow to be executed publickly before
the door of his houfe on the market-day. But this, you
know, is among yourfelves, I am-wvery well pleafed none
of them are dead, as they might have been, by my hands
or thofe of my people.” K. ¢ True; but Adelan is not
king, and I charge you when you fee him to alk for
Mahomet’s life, or a confiderable deal of blame will
fatl upon you. When you return back, I will fend
him to condut you to the frontiers of Egypt.” Up-
on this Mr. Bruce bowed, and took his leave. He
went home perfefly determined what he was to do. He
had now obtained from the king an involuntary fafe-
guard ll he fhould arrive at Adelan’s, that is, he
was fure that, in hopss Mr. Brace might procure a re-
prieve for Mahomet, no trap would be laid for him
on the road. He determined therefore to make the
belt ufe of his time; and every thing being ready, they
loaded the ecamels, and fent them forward that night
to a {mall village called Soliman, three or four miles
from Scrnaar; and having fettled his accounts with
Hagi Belal, he received back fix links, the miferable
remains of one hundred and eighty-four, of which his
noble chain once confified.

This traitor kept him the few laft minutes to write a
letter to the Englifh at Jidda, to recommend him for the
fervice he had dome Mr. Bruce at Sennaar; and this
he complied with, that he might inform the broker Ibra-
him that he had received no money from his correfpon-
dent, and give him a-caution never again to truft Hagi
Belal in fimilar circumlitances.

After leaving Sennaar, Mr. Bruce was overtaken on
the road by a black flave, who at firft gave him fome
apprehenfion, as he was alone with only one Barbarian,
a Nubian fervant, by the fide of his camel, and was go-
ing flowly. Uponenquiry, he found him to be fent from
Hagi Belal, with a bafket containing fome green tea and -
fugar, and four bottles of rack, in return for his letter.
He fent back the meflenger, and: gave the care of the
bafket to his own fervant; and, about ten o'clock in the

2 i cvening
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evening of the 5th of September, they all met together
joyfully at Soliman.

On the 8th of September, they left the village of So-
liman, and about three o’clock in the afternoon came to
Wed el Tumbel, which is not a river, as the name would
feem to fignity, but three viilages fitvated upon a pool
of water, nearly in a line from north to fouth.

On the 4th of Oéteber, after meeting with various ad-
ventures in the courfe of their journey, but none of them
of any material confequence, they arrived at Chendi, or
Chundi which is a large village, the capital of its diflrict,
the government of which belongs to Sittina, (as fhe is
called ) which fignifies the Miftrefs, or the Lady, {he being
fifter to Wed Agech, the principal of the Arabs in this
country. She had been married, but her hufband was
dead. She had one fon, Idris Wed el Faal, who was to:
fucceed to the government of Cliendi upon. his mother's.
death, and who, in.effect, governed all affairs of his kin-
dred already. E

Chendi has in it about 250 houfes, which ase not all
built contiguous, fome of the beft of them being {eparate,
and that of Sittina’s is half a mile from the town. There
are two or three tolerable houfes, but the reft of them
are miferable hovels, built of clay and reeds. Sittina
gave Mr. Bruce one of thefe houfes, which he ufed for
keeping his inftruments and baggage from being piifer-
ed or broken ; he {lept abroad in the tent, and it was even
there hot enough. The women of Chendi are efteemed
the moft beautiful in Agbara, and the men the greateft
cowards. This is the chara@ter they bear among their
countrymen, but they had little opportunity, of verifying
cither.

On their arrival at Chendi they found the people very
rouch alarmed at a phenomenen, which, though it often
happens, by fome ftrange inadvertency had never been
oblerved, even in this ferene fky. The planet Venus
appeared thining with undiminifhed light all day. in de-
fiance of the brighteft {fun, from which {he was but little
diftant. _Thoug% this phanomenon be vifible every four
years, it filled all the people, both in town and country,
with alarm. They flocked to Mr. Bruce in crowds from
all quarters.ta be {atisfied what it meant, and, when :]{:y

W
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faw his telefcopes and quadrant, they could not be per-
{uaded but that the ftar had become vifible by fome cor=
refpondence and intelligence with him, and for his ufe,
The bulk of the people in all countries is the fame ; they
never foretel any thing butevil. The very regular and
natural appearance of this planet was immediately con-
verted, therefore, into a fign that there would be a bad
barveft next year, and fcanty rains ; that Abon Kalec
with an army would depofe the king, and over-run all
Atbara; whilft fome threatened Mr. Bruce as a principal
operator in bringing about thefe difafters. On the other
hand, without feeming over-folicitous about his vindica-
tion, he infinuated among the better fort, that this was
a lucky and favourable fign, a harbinger of §ood fortune,
plenty, and peace. The clamour upon this fubfided very
much to his advantage, the rather, becaufe Sittina and
her fon Idris knew certainly that Mahomet Abou Kalec
was not to be in Atbara that year.

On the 12th of Oéober Mr. Bruce waited upon Sit«
tina, who received him behind a fcreen, fo that it was
impofiible either to fee her figure or face ; he obferved, .
however, that there were appertures {fo. managed in the
fcreen that fhe had a perfeét view of him.  She expref-
fed herfelf with great politenefs, talked much upen the
terms in which Adelan was with the king, and wonder-
ed exceedingly how a white man like him fhould ven-
ture fo far in fuch an ill-governed country. ¢ Allow
me, Madam, (faid Mr. Bruce) to complain of a breach
of hofpitality in you, which no Arab has been yet guilty
of towards me.”  ** Me! (faid fhe) that would be ftrange
indeed, to a man that bears my brother’s letter. How
can that be!” ¢ Why yeu tell me, Madam, that I am
a white man, by which I know that you fee me, without
giving me the like advantage. The queens of Sennaar
did not ufec me fo hardly ; I had a full fight of them
without having ufed any importunity.”  On this fhe
broke out into a great fit of laughter; then fell into a
converfation about medicines to make her hair grow, or
rather to hinder it from falling off.  She def%red Mr.
Bruce to come to her the next day; that her fon Idris
would be then at home from the Howat, and that he very

Rg much
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much wifhed to fee him. She that day fent them plenty
of provifions from her own table,

On the r3th it was fo exceflively hot that it was im-
poffible to fuffer the burning fun. 'The poifonous fimoom
blew likewife as if it came from an oven. 'Their eyes
were dim, their lips cracked, their knees tottering, theis
throats perfectly dry, and no relief was found from drink-
ing an immoderate quantity of water. ‘The people ad-
vifed Mr. Bruce to dip a {ponge in vinegar and water,
and hold it before his mouth and nofe, and this greatly
relieved him. In the evening he went to Sittina. Upon.
entering the houfe, a black flave laid hold of him by the
hand, and placed him in a paffage, at the end of which
were two oppofite doors.. Mr. Bruce did not well know
the reafon of this; but ftaid only a few minutes, when
he heard one of the doors at the end of the paflage open,
and Sittina appeared magnificently dreffed, with a kind
of round cap of folid gold upon the crown of her head,
all beat very thin, and hung round with. fequins; with a
variety of gold chains, folitaires, and necklaces of the
fame metal, about her neck. Her hair was plaited in
ten or twelve fmall divifions like tails, which hung down
below her waift, and. over her was thrown a common
cottan white garment. She had a purple {ilk ftole, or
fcarf, hung very gracefully upon her back, brought again
round her waift, without covering her fhoulders or arms.
Upon her wrifts fhe had two bracelets like handcuffs,
about half an inch thick, and two-gold manacles of the
fame at her feet, fully an inch diameter, the moft difa-
greeable and ‘aukward part of her drefs. Mr. Bruce ex-
pe€ted fhe would have hurried through with fome affec-
tation of Surprife.. Cn the contrary, fhe ftopt in the
middle of the paffage, faying, in a very grave manner,
«¢ Kifhalec,---how are you:” Mr. Bruce thought this
was an opportunity of kifing her hand, which he did.
without her {hewing any fort of reluétance. ¢ Allow
me as a phyfician, Madam, (faid Mr. Bruce) to fay one
word.” She bowed with her head, and faid, * Go in
at that door, and I will hear you.” The flave appear-
ed, and carried him through a door at the bottom of the
paflage into a room, while her miftrefs vanifhed m1 at

another
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another door at.the top, and there was the fcreen he

head feen the day before, and the lady fitting behind it.
She was a woman fearcely forty, taller than the middle
fize, had a very round, plump face, her mouth rather
large, very red lips, the fineft teeth and eyes he had feen,
but at the top of her nofe, and between her eye-brows,
fhe had a fmall fpeck made of cohol or antimony, four-
- corner’d, and of the fize of the fmalleft patches our
women ufed to wear; another rather longer upon the

top of her nofe, and one on the middle of her chin.

Sittina. ¢ Tell me what you would fay to me as a
phyfician.”—2a. ¢ It was, Madam, but in confequence
of your difcourfe yefterday. That heavy gold cap with
which you prefs your hair will certainly be the caufe of
a great part of it falling off.””  Size. «* T believe fo; but
I fhould catch cold, 1 am ‘o accuftomed to it, if I was
to leave it off. Are youa man of name and family in
your own country ?” Ya, * Of both, Madam.”" s,
¢ Are the women handfome there P**  Ya. «¢ The hand-
fomeft in the world, Madam ; but they are fo good,
and fo excellent in all other refpeéts, thac nobedy thinks
at all of their beauty, nor do they value themfelves upon
it.” Sitt. * And do they allow you to kifs their hands *
¥z, < 1 underftand you, Madam, though you have
miltaken me. There is no familiarity in kiffing hands,
it is a mark of homage, and diftant refpeét paid in my
country to cur fovereigns, and tonone earthly befides.””
Sitt. *© O yes! ‘but the kings.” 2. ¢ Yes, and the
queens too always on the knee, Madamy; 1 faid our
fovereigns, meaning both king and queen. On hes
part it is a mark of gracious condefcenfion, in favour of
rank, merit, and honourable behaviour; itisa reward
for dangerous and difficult fervices, above all othen
compenfation.”  8its * But do you know that no man
ever kiffed my hand but vou?” 7%. ¢ Itis impoflibe ¥
fhould know that, nor is it material. Of this 1 am
confident, it was meant refpectfully, cannot hurt you,
and ought not to offend yow'  Sizt. ¢ It certainly has
done neither, but I wifh very much Idris my fon would
come and {ee you, as it is on his account 1 drefied my-
felf to-day.” Ya. * I hope, Madam, when I do fee
him he will think of fome way of forwarding me fafely
to
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to.Parbar, in my way to Egypt.”  Sizt. < Safely! God
forgive you! you are throwing yourfelf away wantonly.
Idris himfelf, king of this country, dares not undertake
fuch a journey. But why did not you go along with
Mahontet "Towath ? He fet out only a few days ago for
Cairo, the fame way you are going, and has, believe,
taken all the Hybeers withhim. Go call the porter,” faid
fhe to her flave. When the porter came, ** Do you
know if Mahomet Towafh is gone to Egypt?’ I
know. he is gone to Barbar, fays the porter, the two Ma-
homets, and Abd el Jelleel, the Bifhareen, are with
him.” ¢ Why did he take all the Hybeers #* faid Sit=
tina. “ The men were tired and difcouraged, (anfwer-
ed the porter) by their late ill-ufage from the Cubba-
beeth, and, being firipped of every thing, they wanted
to be at home,”™ Siz. * Somebody elfe will offer, but
you muft not go without a good man with you; Iwill
not fuffer you. ‘Thefe Bifharecen are people known
here, and may be trufted ; but while you fay let me fee
you every day, and if you want any thing, fend by a
{ervant of mine. It is a tax, I know, improperly laid
upon a2 man like you, to alk for every neceffary, but
Idris will be here, and he will provide you better.”” He
went away upon this converfation, and foon found,
that Mahomet Towafh had fo well followed the direc-
tion of the Mek of Sennaar, as to take all the Hyheers,
or Guides of note with him on purpofe to difappoint
Mr. Bruce.

Chendi is inlat. 16° 38’ 35" north, and 33° 247 457
eaft of the meridian of Greenwich.

On the zoth of O¢tober, in the evening, they left
Chendi, and refted two miles from the town; and, on
the gth of November, having received all the affurances
poflible from Idris, the guide whom Mr. Bruce had en-
gaged at Chendi, that he would live and die with them,
after having repeated the prayer of peace, they put on
the beft countenance poffible, and committed themfelves
to the defert. There were Ithmael the Turk, two
Greek fervants befides Georgis, who was almoft blind
and ufelefs. Two Barbarins, who took care of the
camels, 1dris, and a young man, a relation of his, who
joined him at Barbar, to return home ; in all ninefpex-

ons,
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fons, eight only of whom were effeétive. They were all
well-armed with blunderbufles, {words, piftols, and
double-barrelled guns, except Idris and his Jad, who
hzu({#nccs, the only arms they could ufe.

the 14th, they were at once furprifed and terrified
by a fight furely one of the moft magnificent in the
world. In that valt expanfe of defert, from W.and to
N. W. of them, they faw a number of prodigious pil-
lars of fand at different diftancds, at times moving with
great celerity, at others ftalking on with a majeftic flow-
nefs ; at intervals they thought they were coming in‘a
very few minutes to overwhelm them; and [mall quanri-
ties of fand did acually more than once reach them.
Again they would retreat {0 as to be almoft out of {ight,
their tops reaching to .he very clouds. "There the tops
often feparated from the bodies; and thefe, once dif-
joined, difperfed in. the air, and did not appear more.
Sometimes they were broken near the middle, as if firuck
with a large cannon fhot. Absut noon they began to
advance with confiderable {wiftnefs upon them, the
wind being very ftrong at north. Eleven of them ranged
along fide of them, about the diftance of three smiles,
The greateft diameter of the larget appeared to Mr,
Bruce at that diftance as it it would meafure ten feet.
They retired from them.with a wind at S. E. leaving an
impreffion upon our traveller'’s mind to which he can
give no name, though furely one ingredient in it was
fear, with a confiderable deal of wonder and aftonifh-
ment. It was in vain to think of flying; the fwifteft
horfe, or fafteft failing fhip, could be of no ufe to carry
them out of this danger, and the full perfuafion- of this
rivetted him as if to the fpot where he ftood, and he
let the camels gain on him {o much in his ftate of Jame-
nels, that it was with fome difliculty he could overtake
them.

From this day, fubordination, though not entirely
ceafed, was faft “on the decline; all was difcontent,
murmuring, and fear. Their water was greatly dimi-
nifhed, and that terrible death by thirft began to flare
them in the face, and this was owing in a great
meafure to their own imprudence, Ithmael, who had

been
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been left centinel over the fkins of water, had flept fo
foundly, that this had given an opportunity to a I uco-
rory to open one of the {kins that had not been touched,
and ferve himfclf out of it at his own difcretion. o Mr.
Bruce (Ll}‘pOl-l'S. l.'hut, hczring fome!;ody ﬂir, and ﬁgring
det:¢tion, he had withdrawn himlelf as fpeedily as pof-
fible, without taking time to tie the mouth of the girba,
which they found in the morning with fearce a quart of
water in it.

The phienomenon of the Simoom, unexpefted by
them, though forefeen by Idris, cauled them all to
relaple into the greateft defpondency. It fill canti-
nued to blow, fo as to exhauft them entirely, though
the blait was fo weak as fcarcely would have raifed a
leaf from the ground. At twenty minutes before
five the Simoom ceafed, and a comfortable and cooling
Lreeze came by flarts from the north, blowing five or
{fix minutes at a time, and then falling calm.

‘I hat defert, which did not afford inhabitants for the
afiftance or relief of travellers, had greatly more than
fufficient for deftroying them. Large tiibes of Arabs,
“two or three thoufand, encamped together, were can-
toned, as it were, in different places of this defert, where
there Was water enough to ferve their numercus herds
of cattle, and thefe, as their occafion required, traverfed
in parties all rthat wide expanfe of folitude, from the
mountains near the Red Sea eaft, to the banks of the Nile
on the welt, according as their feveral defigns or necef-
fities required. Thefe were Jaheleen Arabs, thofe cruel,
barbarous fanatics, that deliberately thed fo much blood
during the time they were eftablifhing the Mahometan
religion. If it had been their lot to fall among thefe
people, and it was next to a certainty that they were at
that very initant furrrounded by them, death was cer-
tain, and their only comfort was, that they could die
but once, and that to die like men was in their own op-
tion. Indeed, without confidering the bloody character
which thefe wretches naturally bear, there could be no
reafon for letting them live: They eould be of no fervice
to them as flaves; and to have fent them into Egype,
after having firlt rifled and deftroyed their goods, could

not
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not be done by them but at a great expence, to which
well-inclined people only could have beeninduced from
charity, and of that laft virtue they had not even heard
the name. Their only chance then remain‘ng was, that
their number might be fo fmall, that, by our travellers
great {uperiority in firc-arms and in courage, they might
turn the misfortune upon the aggrefiors, deprive them of
their camels and means of carrying water,«and lcave them
fcattered in the defert, to that dearh which either of them,
withoutan alternative, muft fuffer.  However, they were
lucky enough not to meet with any of thofe barbarians.

On the o2d, their camels were reduced to five, and it
did not feem that thefe were eapable of continumng their
journey much longer.  In that cafe, no remedy remained,
but that cach man fhould carry his own water and pro-
vifions. Now, as no one man could carry the water he
fhould ufe between well and well, it was more than pro-
bable that diftance would be doubled by fome of the
wlls being found dry ; and if that was not the cafe, yet,
asit was impoflible for a man to cairy his provifions
who could not walk without any burden at all, their
fitvarion feemed to be molt defperate,

On the 27th, at half paft five in the morning, they
attempted to raife their camels by every method that thc}r
could devife, but all in vain, oaly one of them could
get upon his legs, and that one did not ftand two mi-
nutes till he knecled down, and could never be raifed
afterwards.  Every way they turned themfelves, death
now ftared them in the face.  They had neither time nor
ftrength to wafte, nor provifions to I'upport them.  They
then took the fmall {kins rhar had contained their water,
and filled them as far as they theught 2 man conld earry
them with cafe; but after all thefe fhifts. there was not
enough to ferve them three days, at which he had efti-
mated their journey to Syenc, which ftiil however was
uncertain,  Finding, therefore, the camels would not
vife, they killed two of them, and took fo much flefh
as might ferve for the deficiency of bread, and, from
the ftomach of eacli of the camels, got about four gal-
lons of water, The fmall remains of their miferahle
ftock of black bread and dirty water, the only fupport they

had
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had hitherto lived on amidlt the burning fands, and
their {pirits likewife were exhaufted by an uncer-
tainty of their journey’s end. They were furrounded
among thofe terrible and unufual phanomena of nature
which Providence, in mercy to the weaknefs of his
creatures, has concealed far from their fight in deferts
almoft inacceflible to them. Nothing but death was
betore their eyes: All Mr, Bruce's papers, his quadrant,
telefcopes, and time-keeper, were now to be abandoned
to the rude and ignorant hands of robbers, or to be bu-
ried in the fands, However, on the zgth, to their in-
expreflible joy, they faw the palm trees at Affouan, and
a quarter before ten arrived in a grove of palm-trees on
the north of that city. s

They were not long arrived, before they received
from the Aga about fifty loaves of fine wheat bread, and
feveral large difhes of dreft meat. But the fmell of
thefe laft no fooner reached Mr. Bruce than he fainted
upon the floor. He made {everal trials afterwards, with
no better fuccefs, for the firlt two days, nor could he
reconcile himfelf to any fort of food but toafted bread
and coffee. His fervants liad none of thefe qualms,
for they partook largely and greedily of the Aga’s
bounty.

Mr. Bruce was obliged to keep his room five or fix
days after his arrival; but, as foon as got better, he
and his fervants fet out on dromedaries, in order to
recover his baggage. 'The Aga had fent four fervants
belonging to his ftables to accompany them; attive,
lively, and good-bumoured fellows. About twelve
o’clock, they fgot into a valley, and hid thcmfel\'cs in the
lowelt part of it, under a bank, for the night was ex-
ceeding cold ; Mr. Bruce was afraid, that they had
pafled his baggage in the dark, as none of them were
perfeé@ly fure of the place; but as foon as light came,
they recovered their traét as frefh and entire as when
they made it.  After having gone about half an hour in
their former footfteps, they had the unfpeakable fatif-
faction to find the quadrant and whole baggage ; and by
them the bodies of their flaughtered camels, a fmall
part of one of them having been torn by the haddaya, or

kite.
e Mz,
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Mr. Bruce, after having received a very kind recep-
tion at this place, on the r1th of December, fet out for
Cairo, where he arrived on the 1oth of Januvary, 1773.
After fome ftay there, he proceeded to Alexandria,
where he arrived without any thing material occuring.
At length, our traveller happily rlc}ched Marfailles,
where he finifhes the account of his travels.

THE END,






