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MERCHANTS

TRADING TO THE

NaO-RAALH WK - S-T-C O A ST

OF

A M -E R 1°C A,

GENTLEMEN,

THE immenfe diftance to which you extended the commerce
of your country, by fitting out veffels to trade on the north-weft
coaflt of America, gave the world fufficient caufe to admire your
public fpirit; and the nation chearfully acquiefced in the ex-
pences of an armament, which obtained fatisfaftion for your

lofles, at the fame time it afferted the undifputed right of Great

Britain to the free navigation of the Pacific Ocean.

The geography of that part of America has received more
improvement, from the refearches of the perfons entrufted with
your commercial concerns, than could have been expeéted,
when we confider, that their objeét was trade and not dilcovery;
as, by their means, the accounts, both of De Fuca and De
Fonte, have been refcued from that oblivion to which they were
configned by the jealoufy of the Court of Spain,

A The
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The advantages likely to accrue from a communication be-
tween the two feas, muft be an objeét worthy your notice, and
the public look forward to the refult of your future equipments,
in expeétation that they will determine a queftion, which has fo
long engaged the attention of the geographer, as well as the

merchant. For which reafon I have taken the liberty to fubmit
the following pages to your confideration, and I fhall feel a fe-
cret fatisfaltion, fhould they in anywifle conduce towards the ac.
complifhment of an objett o defirable.

I am,
GENTLEMEN,
Your obedient,
Humble Servant,

WILLIAM GOLDSON.
PorTseEa Town,

Sept. 22, 1793.
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71HE ltberal reward which the legiflature has provided for the
difcovery of a communication between the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans, 15 a fufficient proof, that the fubjell of the following
Jheets is of confiderable importance; and though it ceafed to be
an object of popular animadverfion, after the failure of the voyage
which was undertaken by fubfeription in the year 1746, yet the

attention of the public has been recently engaged, by the difcoveries
made on the north-weft coaft of the American continent.

At that period, when it became no longer an incitement to fur-
ther refearches, there was no exifling branch of commerce which
could be benefited by it, excepling that invefied in the Eaft India
Company, the direélors of which had given up all ideas of a paf-
Jage ever fince the return of Bylot and Baffin in the year 1610.
But if any communication do exift, it ought more particularly to
engage the attention of the government in the prefent day, as it
muft moft affuredly tend, to encreafe the value of the trade which
has been eftablifhed at Nootha Sound.

Ao Tfld
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The fuccceding pages are publifhed with an intention, to offer
Jome obfervations, which I flatter myfelf may throw new light
on the fubjecl; and as the firaits which have obtained the general
name of Anian, and the opening difcovered by De Fonte, are
confidered to be two diftinll inlets, contrary to the received opi-
nions it was thought better to divide it into two diflinél memotrs.

I was led to examine the different accounts which have been pu-
blifhed relative to the Straits of Anian, in confequence of the notice
given by Monfiewr Buache, the French geographer, at a meeting
of the Academy of Sciences at Paris in the year 1790, that the
journal of a voyage, performed as early as the year 1598, had been
lately difcovered at Cadiz ; by which it appears, that a paffage be-
tween the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans was then effelled by one
Ferrer de Maldonado, an officer in the Spanifh fervice, and that
the Strait, through which he paffed into the South Sea, obtained

from him the name of Anian.

The voyages made from England fubfequent to this period, for
the purpofe of difcovering a north-weft pajfage, having been fitted
out in confequence of the return of Captain Lancafler from the
Eaft Indies, where he received fome intelligence that it was to be
found in latitude 62 deg. 30 min. north, in the north-wefl of Ame-
vica, and as the commanders [feverally appear to have followed
the fume track, as far as circumflances would permat, I am inclined
to believe, that he founded his report from the knowledge he had

gained
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gained of this voyage, and, contrary to the generally received opi-
nion, I fubpofe that he is to be underflood, as [peaking of the weft
inftead of the eaft fide of the American continent. This opinion
es fupported by the maps publifhed prior to the 17th century, in
which the firaits are placed nearly in the latitude of Cook’s River
and Prince William's Sound, their fituation in the later maps
having been varied according to the caprice of the geographer, in
confequence of the reports that inlets had been difcovered by diffe-

rent navigators in latitudes further to the fouthward.

As I found, in the profeculion of this fubjell, it would be ne-
ceffary for me to vefer to feveral voyages which have been made in

the north of America, to fave the reader the trouble of having re-

courfe to a number of other books, I intended to prefix a fhort

abridgement of fuch as were more immediately connelled with the
Jubject ; but I afterwards thought it would be better to extend the

plan, and have accordingly gven a concife account of the whole, in
the order in which they were undertaken. In the execution of this
part of the work the reader will perceive, that I have been under
confiderable obligations to Mr. Forfler’'s Voyages and Difcoveries
in the North, and at the fame time, I'muft confefs the affiftance I

have recetved from Monf. Buache's Obfervations Geographiques et
Phyfiques.

De Fonte's veport has been the fubjelt of much controverfy, in
which the opinions have been [o various, that the account was gra-

dually
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dually falling into general difcvedil, when the return of Captain
Cook, whofe authority was confidered as being conclufive, led the
world to fuppofe, that the whole was a mere fabrication. But
later difcoveries have given ut authenticity; and that part of the
Jollowing pages whick treats on this fubjeél, is founded on thefe
difcoveries. Contrary to the general idea, that the communication
is by means of the Cheflerfield or fome other Inlet in that fitua-
tion, I have placed the opening more to the northward, commu-
nicating with Repulfe Bay, which has not been explored, excepi
by Middleton, who only [pent one fhort day for that purpofe.

In refpect to the map, it will be proper to remark, that as it was
only intended to clucidate the fubjecl, it was not neceffary that 1t
Jhould be confiruiled with the fame critical exaltne/s as if 1t were
Jor the purpofe of mavigation. Thofe parls of Maldonado’s and
Bernarda's tracks, which are to the northward of the Coppermine
- River, were omitted, for fear of extending it beyond a convenient
Jize, and it was thought better, for the fame reafon, that the
readers fhould have recourfe to the common maps of Baffin's Bay,
Sfor the tracks of the different voyages contained wn the Hiftorical
Abridgement,
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I NT. RO B-U.CT: 1O N

THE revolutions, that have taken place in the political {yftem
of Europe, are more decidedly marked in the maritime ftates of
Italy than in moft other countries. In the prefent day, their con-
fequence is very low; but they are well known, at a former pe-
riod, to have commanded a confiderable proportion of the ba-
lance of power, by the formidable ftrength of their fleets. This
great extent of their naval force was acquired by their fituation
on the coafts of the Mediterranean. Their proximity to a fea

{fo well adapted, by the mild temperature of its climate, for the

purpofes of navigation, added to the fecurity which the freedom

of their {everal conftitutions gave to the property of individuals,
could not well fail to excite endeavours favourable to the exten-
fion of their commerce. While the inhabitants of Egypt and

Afia Minor, on the other band, notwithftanding they enjoyed an

equal advantage, by being fituated on the fame fea, yet being

deprefled by the tyranny of their conquerors, and having no fe-
curity in their property, were obliged to abandon the advantages
of their fituation to foreigners.. This gave Italy an opportunity,
by facrificing to the avarice of the Turkifh government, of ob-

B2 taining
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taining from time to time a monopoly in their trade ; and the
produce of the Eaft, brought to the fhores of the Red Sea and
Perfian Gulph, and forwarded from thence by caravans to the
ports of the Mediterranean, found its way to Europe, through

the medium of the Genoele and Venetian merchants.

The Italians continued to enjoy, unmolefted, this lucrative
monopoly for a feries of years, until the Portugueze, difcover-
ing another channel to fupply the European market, gave a

check to their trade, and formed a grand epocha in the hiftory

of navigation,

During the former part of the fifteenth century, having fuc-
ceflively difcovered the Cape de Verde Iflands, and the coallts of
Guinea and Congo, the Portugueze extended their refearches to
the fouthward under Bartholomew Diaz, who failed as far as the

fouthern extremity of Africa, in the year 1486, which he named
Cabo de todos los Tormientos ; but, from the account which he

gave of this new difcovery on his return to Lifbon, the Court of
Portugal, feeing the profpeét whick was now before them of
finding a paffage to the Eaft Indies, called it the Cape of Good
Hope, which name it has retained ever fince. Thus were they
at laft in a fair way of accomplifhing an objet, which had em-
ployed their attention for more than feventy years, from the
time they firft gained a pofleflion on the coaft of Barbary, by the
conquell of Ceuta in 1415,

The
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There are French authors who contend that fome veflels from
Dieppe vifited the Coaft of Africa fo early as the beginning of
the fourteenth century, and it is aflerted that a map was laid be-
fore the Court of Portugal, prior to the expedition of Diaz, on

which the fouthern point of the continent was marked with the
name of Fonteira di Africa; but this is no proof that the Cape

had been feen by any European before him. It appears rather
to have been the produttion of fome geographer, who, wifthing
to excite the attention of his countrymen to the difcovery of the
Indian feas, colletted the opinions of the ancients on this fubjeét,
and, delineating the track on a map, laid it before the King of

Portugal for the diretion of any perfon who might be found to
undertake the voyage,

The infant Don Henry, being led by inclination to ftudy geo-
graphy, became the patron of every expedition for the difcovery

of new countries. His ample fortune was wholly expended in
educating young noblemen, and rewarding the learned of all na-
tions who were willing to enter into his fervice. The place of
his refidence, near Sagres in Algarve, became the feat of the
fciences neceflary to promote the ftudy of navigation. During
the fpace of more than forty years, from 1420 to 1463, he con-
tinued to draw the attention of his countrymen towards his fa-
vourite objefl. The fpirit of the nation, having been thus habi.
tuated to enterprize, could not fail to take advantage of this im-
portant difcovery. Within ten years afier the return of Diaz,

Valco
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Valco de Gama failed round the new difcovered Cape, and after
trading with the inhabitants of the Coaft of Malabar, returned
fafe to Europe, loaded with the produce of the Eaft, fufficient
to anfwer the moft fanguine expettations of the adventurers, and

at the fame time giving them firm affurances of fuccefs, if they

would extend their commerce in thofe {eas.

The expence of landing and again refhipping goods, which
was neceffarily the cafe, in their paflage through Egypt and Sy-

ria, added to the exorbitant impofts, which were often arbitra-
rily put upon the trade by the Turkifh governors, being faved

by an immediate intercourfe with India, the Portugueze adven-

turers had fo decided a fuperiority in the market, that in a few
years the trade of Italy with the Eaflt dwindled to nothing. Ha-
ving loft the means of fubfiltence, their feamen were forced to
feek that employ in other flates, which the misfortunes of their
country denied them in their own. As her trade declined, fo
declined the power of Venice. After having been one of the
moll confiderable ftates in Europe, in a few years her naval force
became nearly annihilated, and the Turks, gradually ftripping
her of her poffeflions in the Mediterranean and the Morea, left
her {carcely able to proteét the little remains of her commerce

from the depredations of the Barbary pirates.

The f{uccefs of the Portugueze ftimulated other nations to fol-

low their fleps, and it is a circumftanee which has been heretofore

thought
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thought worthy of remark, that Spain, England, and France
fhould be equally indebted to Italy for men to condutt thofe ex-
peditions, which laid the foundation of their prefent maritime
confequence. Spain owes her American pofleflions to the enter.

prifing fpirit of Columbus, a native of Genoa; Cabot, a Vene-
tian, firft difcovered Newfoundland, in the fervice of England ;

and Verazzani, who firft led the French to Canada, was a Flo-
rentine by birth. To this remark it may not be thought impro-

per to add a fhort obfervation on the difference of their refpec-
tive fates,

Verazzani, in his {econd voyage, fell a vi€tim to his ardour
for the undertaking, being cut to pieces in an ambufh, and de-
voured by the favages of the country which he had difcovered,
by which means the country, in whofe fervice he had failed, was
deprived of the fatisfattion of rewarding him for his merits, as
he deferved (a).

The days of Columbus were fhortened by the ingratitude of a
a people, for whom he had opened a road to the riches of a new

world, and the monument, which was erefted to his memory

after

(@) Verazzani failed from France, in the fervice of Francis the Firft, in the year 1524;
and, after coalting the continent from 30° north latitude along the coafts of Carolina and
Virginia, he difcovercd a country in the latitade of 56° north, which he called New France.
He is fad to have made a fecond voyage, and Ramufio pofitively afferts, that he and his
People were cut to pieces and devoured by the natives upon their landing.
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after his death, will remain an indelible difgrace on the annals of
the Spanifh hiftory.

A Calftila, ya Leon
Nuevo mundo dio Colon (4).

Although no monument covers the remains of the firft difco-
verer of Newfoundland, yet it fhould be remembered, that a
grateful fenfe of his merits is ftill retained in the breafts of the
Englifh nation. It ought likewife to be recorded, to the honour
of his employers, that Sebaftian Cabot was not negleted when
his age rendered him incapable of conduéting their refearches ;
but that he was honoured with the direétion of their affairs, as

“Governor of the Company eftablifhed to profecute difcoveries,
and enabled likewife to live in affluence, by the emoluments of

his office as grand pilot of the country he had ferved (¢).

Reafoning upon the principle, that the globe being a fpherical
body, a wefterly courfe would bring them to the eaftern parts of
the countries, a paflage to which had been opened on the other
fide by this recent difcovery of the Portugueze, the Spaniards,

under

(4) To Caftile and Leon Colon gave a new world,

(¢) Purchas fays, that the great preparations making for the war with Scotland prevented
Cabot’s profecating his difcoveries, whereupon he went to Spain, and failed up the river
Plate. He was Pilot Major of Spain. In 1549 he returned to England, and was conftituted
Grand Pilot by Edward the Sixth, with a yearly penfion of 1661 13s. 4d.
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under the command of Columbus, fell in with a new continent
in 1492. After having built forts to proteét their troops, in the
parts they firft arrived at, they rapidly pufhed their conquefls to
the weftward, and in a few years eftablifhed themfelves at Pana-

ma, under Nunez de Balbao. A new objeft now engaged their
attention. This expedition led them to the borders of another

ocean, and they found that America was divided, by a vaft ex-
tent of fea, from the places in fearch of which they had ventured
to depart from their ufual track, and to crofs the Atlantic by a
route which no navigator had been bold enough to explore be-
fore. Having failed in their original plan by this unexpeted
difcovery, they continued to examine the eaftern coafts until
Magellan (d) pafled the fouthern extremity through the [traits,

which bear his name, in 1519, and arrived in India, part of his
fleet returning home fafe by the Cape of Good Hope.

The wonderful accounts which they had read of the Indies in
the relations of Marco Polo and others, who had travelled thi-
ther by land, being verified by the reprefentations of thofe who
returned in Magellan’s fleet, the northern powers of Europe
were anxious to obtain a fhare in the golden traffic; but as the
voyage was rendered {o very circuitous by a palfage fo far to the
fouthward, and as Magellan was obliged to fail into the other
hemifphere again before he could arrive at the objet of his def-

C

tination,

(d) 1 have retained the old orthography; but his name is now generally fappofed te have
been Magelhaens,
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tination, their attention was called to ancther route, and expedi-
tions were accordingly fet on foot to find a paflage round the

northern extremity of the {fame continent.

An Hiftorical Abridgement of thefe attempts will be here in-
ferted, with an intent to {hew what progrefs has been made, and
how far the feveral voyages have been connefted with each:

other.

HISTORICAL
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O F

DISCOVERIES.

CONTAINING
The Voyages of Sebaftian Cabot—Gafpar de Cortereal——Three
Voyages of Sir Martin F robifher—O0b/ervations on Frobifher’s
Straits—Three Voyages of John Davis—Voyage of George Wey-
mouth—Two Voyages of Lindenau and Hall—Voyages of Ri-
chardt and Hall—Knight—Hudfon—Button—Hall—Gibbons
—Two Voyages of Bylot and Baflin—Voyages of Hawk{bridge
—Jens Munck—Lucas Fox— James—Gillam Knight and
Barlow—Scroggs—Middleton—Moore and Smith—Behring

and Tchirikoff—Chriftopher and Norton—/Inland Expedition
of Hearne—Voyages of Heceta—Cook—Pickersgill—Young—

Duncan.

NOTWITHSTANDING the Bifhop of Ceuta, and the other
commiflioners to whom his petition was referred by the Court of
Portugal, confidered the idea of reaching the coafts of Japan
by a weflern route as vifionary, Columbus ftill perfifted in his

opinion ; and determining to leave no means untried that might

Coe promote
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HISTORICAL ABRIDGEMENT

promote his equipment fet out with an intention to folicit the
Court of Spain, difpatching his brother, Bartholomew, for the
fame purpofe, to England; who, on his arrival, prefented to
Henry the Seventh a map of the world drawn by himfelf, in
which was delineated the probable exiftence of, what his brother
contended for, a paffage to the ealtern parts of Afia, by a track
different from that which the Portugueze had difcovered by the
Cape of Good Hope (e).

I. The propofals of Columbus being founded only upon con-
je€ture, the expence of fitting out an expedition without a cer-
tain profpett of gain, was an unfurmountable bar to his fuccefs,
with a prince whofe ruling paffion was a thirft for gold. But the
fubfequent dilcoveries, made by his brother, were no fooner

known, than Henry began to regret his parfimony, and imme-

diately granted a commiffion to Sebaftian Cabot, who failed in
May 1497, and after difcovering the ifland now called New-

foundland, explored the coaft as far to the fouthward as the

Chefapeak,.

(¢) Several endeavours have been made to detract from the merit of Columbus, by infi-
nuating that he gained his knowledge of a weftern continent from a pilot of Madeira, who
had been driven there by a ftorm; and that he was likewife informed of the poflibility of
reaching Japan by a weftern courfe by Martin Behaim, who was his intimate friend. But,
in jultice to his'memory, it fhould be remarked that, notwithftanding Behaim, with Roderic
and Jofeph, two Jew phyficians, agreeably to the orders of the King of Portagal, adapted
the aftrolabe to the purpofes of navigation in 1487, yet he did not make his globe until he
went to refide at Nuremberg in 1492 ; confequeﬁtly it is more likely that the idea of reach.
ing Japan by a weftern route originated with Columbus than with Rehaim, as Bartholomew,
his brether, delineated it on his map, which he prefented to the King of England in 1488.
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Chefapeak, being moft undoubtedly the original difcoverer of -i*er

the continent of America.

1497

IL The Portugueze, anxious to fuperfede their neighbours,and <=2k

to profit by the difcoveries which were daily made, as {foon as it
was known that Cabot had vifited the coafts of Newfoundland,
difpatched Gafpar de Cortereal to follow the fame track. He
failed from the Tagus in 1500, and having coafted the eaftern
fide of Newfoundland, flill continuing his courfe to the north-

ward, fell in with a country which he called Terra de Labrador,

the name it ftill retains. Some authors contend that he faw the

opening of a ftrait, which he {uppofed to have communication
with the fea of Japan, to which he gave the name of Anian. He
made a fecond voyage to explore this difcovery, but perifhed

in the attempt, as did likewife Michael de Cortereal, who under-
took the fame voyage with two fhips, in order to determine the

fate of his brother,

Spain and Por'tugal being envious of each others power, to
prevent difputes, Pope Alexander VI, drew a line to limit their
relpeftive expeditions, dividing the globe into two equal parts of
180 degrees each, beyond which neither power was at liberty to
extend its refearches, This famous boundary was denominat.
ed the linea de demarcation, and was adjufted at Tordefillas by
a treaty figned in 14g4. But both nations having reciprocally
broken the flipulations agreed upon by the treaty, commiflioners

were
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were appointed to adjuft the differences, and they were at length
{inally fettled by a treaty figned at Saragofla in 1529, by which
it was agreed, that the limits of 1494 fhould remain in full force,
and that the Spaniards fhould give up their pretenfions to the
Molucca Iflands, in confideration of 350,000 ducats, to be paid
them by the Court of Portugal. This agreement between the

two Courts accounts for our not hearing of any more attempts,

on the part of the Portugueze, to difcover a palfage.

There is indeed an hearfay account of a voyage, made by one
Martin Chaque, in 1555, who, according to the affidavit of one

Cowles preferved by Purchas, pafled many iflands and a gulph

near Newfoundland, in about 59 deg. north latitude.

Mr. Buache likewife, in his Confiderations Geographiques et
Phyfiques, relates an expedition under the command of David

Melguer, in 1660, who went from Japan to 84 deg. north lati-
tude, and then paffed between Greenland and Spitzbergen.

The Englifh, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, turned their at-
tention towards America, and the government began to think of
reaping fome advantages from the difcoveries of Cabot. During
the reign of Henry VIL there appears to have been too much
indolence in the adminiftration to attend to concerns of this na-
ture, and his fucceflor was too much involved in his wars with
France and Scotland, and his difputes with the Pope, to be at

leifure to reap any advantage from the difcoveries made in the
reign
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reign of his father (/). The reigns of Edward VI, and Mary

were too fhort for the nation to exert itfelf in any great degree, A
company was, however, eftablifhed, and fome voyages made to
the north eaft, under the direftion of Cabot, who was chofen

their governor, and at whofe inftance the expeditions were fet on
foot, by Willoughby, Burrow, &c.

But as foon as Elizabeth had eftablifhed herfelf on the throne,

under her aufpices, the company began to flourifh, and Sir Mar-
tin Frobifher was intrufted with the command in three fucceffive

voyages, {et on foot by them to the north wefl between the years
1576 and 1578.

IIL In his firft voyage, he went out with three fmall {hips, and
faw the land, in 61 deg. north latitude, on the 11th of July, which
he fuppofed to be the Friefland heretofore difcovered by Zeno.
On the 28th of the fame month, he faw land again, which he
took for the coaft of Labrador difcovered by Cortereal in 1500.

On the 11th of Auguft, he found himfelf in a firait, and loft a

boat with fome of his failors. Having feized one of the Indians,
he returned home.

IV. In his fecond voyage, he arrived in the fame ftrait, which
he had called Frobifher’s Straits ; but finding it blocked up with

1CQ
(/) Caubot failed under the patronage of Henry the VIIth ; but the principal expence of

the voyage was defrayed by the merchants of Briftol, and in the reign of Henry the VIIIth

two fhips were fent on difcoveries at the inftance of Robert Thorne, of Briflol, whofe father
was the chief fupporter of Cabot’s expedition.,
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ice on the 4th of July, he was obliged to land with his boats, and

returned without having been able to come to anchor.

V. The Queen, however, being fatisfied with his report of the
probability of reaching the country of Kathai, beftowed upon

the new difcovered land the name of Meta Incognita, and or-
dered him to proceed on a third voyage, with materials to build
a fort, and to leave three fhips with a hundred men, under the
command of Captains Fenton, Beft and Filpot. He failed on the
g1ft of May, 1578, and difcovered Weft Friefland, which he
called Weft England. He landed here, and took pofleffion of

it, finding the huts, tents and furniture to be the {ame as he

had heretofore {een in Meta Incognita. When he arrived at
Frobifher’s Straits, he could not penetrate through the ice; but,
in the attempt, loft one of the fhips, which contained part of the
materials for the intended fettlement. The Admiral fent one of
his vellels into an inlet, through which {he pafled into the Straits,

He explored the numerous iflands in the vicinity, and came to
an anchor in Warwick Sound. As great part of the timber for
building the fort was loft, he gave up the defign of leaving the
men who were intended to winter here, and returned to Eng-
land. On his return, the Bufs Bridgewater faw land in 57 deg.
30 min, north latitude, the coaft of which fhe failed along for

three days (g).

From

{z) Quere, Is this the Bufs Ifland fill retained in the neweft charts ?
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From this relation it appears, that Frobifher difcovered a ftrait .

fomewhere about the latitude of 62 deg. 3o min. This has been

placed upon the charts in the fouthern parts of Greenland; and,
notwithftanding the authority of Egede, who, in his Hiftory of
Greenland, not only from reports received from the natives, but
from his own furveys, denies the exiftence of thefe ftraits, yet the
Meta Incognita has been continued on the maps of Greenland.
Mr. Arrow{mith lays down Frobifher’s difcoveries on the other
fide of Davis’ Straits. In teftimony of his accuracy, I have at-

tended to this voyage more than might be thought neceffary;
but whenever a geographer deviates from a long eftablifhed po-

fition in refpeét to the fituation of a country, it is neceffary that
the obfervations of the different explorers fhould be thoroughly
examined. Egede appears to have been the firflt to have ftarted

any objetion againft the exiflence of thefe difcoveries of Fro-

bifher, in the {outhern part of Greenland (4), If the above ac-

count of thele voyages be examined, Arrow{mith’s alteration will
appear to be well founded. In the firlt voyage, Frobifher faw
the land, which he fuppofed to be the Friefland of Zeno, on the

D 11th

(k) « There are a great many inlets and rivers to be met with in Greenland, among which
« the principal is Baals River, in 64 degrees, which has been navigated 18 or 20 Norway
¢ miles up the country, where the firft Danifh fettlement was made in 1721. In all fea chartg
¢ you will find laid down Frobifher's Straits and Baer Sound, which, they pretend, form two
« large iflands adjacent to the main Jand ; which, I think, are not to be found, at leaft, not
« upon the coalt of Greenland ; for I could not meet with any thing like it in the voyage I
« undertook, in the year 1723, fouthward, going upon difcoveries, though T went to 60 degrees
« that way 3 but at prefent the newer charts lay them down, the northern firait in 63, the
< {outhern in 62 degrees. Some of the ancients, which Thermoder follows in his Greenland
« Hiftory, place them between 61 and 6o degrees,’—=Egede’s Hiftory of Greenland,

17
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rovinessmie 11th of July, on the 28th he was on the coaft of Labrader, and
on the 11th of Auguft he entered the firait. In the fecond
voyage he could not enter it on account of the ice. After his
return from this voyage, the Queen gave the name of Meta In-
cognita to the new difcovered country, and in the next he gave
the name of Weft England to Wefl Friefland, which he difcovered
on the 2oth of June, where he found the huts, &c. of the natives
fimilar to thofle which had been feen before in the Meta Incog-
nita, I think it is very clear that Frobifher went from Weft Frief-
land, or what he then called Weft England, in fearch of the
land he had formerly feen; as in the firlt voyage he faw the

Friefland of Zeno on the 11th of July, and touched at the Coaft
of Labrador on the 28th following, after which he faw the firait

he called by his own name. In this firait was the Countefs of
Warwick’s Sound; and when Davis named this paflage after-

wards, Lumley’s Inlet, and the Cape, Warwick’s Foreland, it was
from the knowledge he had of Frobifher’s difcoveries upon the
fame fpot.

Frobifher having effected very little in thefe voyages, the at.
tention of the company was again turned to the profecution of
the difcovery to the north eaft, But a new aflociation of mer-
chants, to whom were joined {everal noblemen and perfons of
property, was formed in 1585. They appointed John Davis, an
experienced navigator, to conduft an expedition to the parts

which Frobifher had vifited, He continued in the command during

three
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voyages, and it is but juftice to his memory to remark, that the
refult confirmed the opinion they had entertained of him. A to-
lerably accurate account of thefe voyages has been prelerved by
Hackluyt and Purchas, and as they are of confiderable impor-

tance, I fhall attempt to give a concife detail of them.

VI. He failed on his firft voyage from Dartmouth, on the 7th
June, 1585. Steering a north welt courfe he faw the land on
the 2oth of July, to which, on account of its barren appearance,
he gave the name of the Land of Defolation, On the 29th, he
entered Gilbert’s Sound, an opening on the welt coaft of Green-
land, which is called by the Danes the Bay of Good Haap.
Standing from thence acrofs the channel, which has fince at-
tained the name of Davis’ Straits, after this navigator, he an-

chored in Totnefs Road, in 66 deg. 40 min. north latitude, on
the eafltern fide of an ifland, which he called Cumberland Ifland.

This was the northmoft extent of his voyage; for failing in a
S.S. W. diretion, he faw the fouth part of the ifland, which he
named the Cape of God’s Mercy, on the 11th Augult. Opening
an inlet, in fome places 20 leagues broad, he proceeded 6o leagues
to the weftward, where he found feveral iflands with a paffage on
both fides of them. The tide flowed fix or feven fathoms, and
came from the eaftward. He could get no ground with a line
of ggo fathoms. As he continued his courfe to the fouth-weft,
he met with a counter tide, which gave him great hopes of be-
ing able to attain the objeét of his voyage ; but thick fogs and

D2 bad
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bad weather obliged him not only to defift from any further exa~
mination, but to fail out of the inlet, which he named Cumber-
land Strait, and to return home,

VII. He was more amply equipped on his fecond voyage, and
great expetations were formed, from the circumflance of the
counter tide which had checked his progrefs to the weftward. He

failed on this voyage a month earlier than he did the laft year, and
firft made the land on the eaft fide of Greenland, about Staten-

hoeck. Having weathered the fouth part of the Land of Defola-
tion, he again touched at Gilbert’s Sound, where he had refrefhed
his crew in the former voyage. From thence he ftretched over
to Cumberland Straits, which he entered, and proceeded up them
until he arrived at the iflands where he had met with the weftern
tide in the preceding year, failing on the north fide of them fome
confiderable diftance to the north-weft: but the account of this
voyage is not perfeétly intelligible, from our having no aftrono-
mical obfervations to guide us, in determining how far he conti-

nued this courfe. On his return, he vifited the coaft of Labradon,

and faw two inlets in the latitudes of 56 (2) and 54 deg. 3o min.

VIIILThe third voyage, which was made in 1587, is well worthy

our attention. He failed from Dartmouth, with three fhips, on

the

(#) The inlet in 56 deg. which was fuppofed to have a communication with Hudfon’s Bay,
was explored in the year 1753, and found to run about 20 leagues in a north-weft direction ;
but the other, which is the Bay of Efkimaux, remains fill unknown.
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the 1gth of May. After a third time viliting Gilbert’s Sound, in-
ftead of following his former tracks to Cumberland Straits, he
went along the coaft of Greenland to the northward, and arrived
at Difko, in latitude 67 deg. 40 min. where he traded with the
natives, Continuing his courfe flill to the northward, his latitude
was 72 deg. 12 min. north, on the goth of June, and the varia-

tion 28 deg. welt. He gave the name of London Coalt to thofe
parts of the country, and a projefting point of land he called
Hope Sanderfon. The wind at length coming to the northward,
he was obliged to {tand to the weftward, which courfe he conti-
nued for 4o leagues, when his further progrefls was ftopped by
the ice, which obliged him to return to the fouthward. He went
along the coaft of the land which he had formerly feen, and

again entered Cumberland Straits on the 20th July, fleering to
the weftward, with an intention to comply with the tenor of his

orders, which were to profecute his former difcoveries. Having
gone 6o leagues, the fame diftance he failed before, within the
inlet, he arrived at the iflands where the tide had given him
hopes of a paffage. The only aftronomical obfervation that we
have, is, that the variation was go deg. weft. Failing in his at-
tempts to find a paflage through, he returned, and went to the
fouthward. Between the latitude 62 and 63, he faw an inlet
which he called Lumly’s Inlet(£). Continuing {t1ll to the fouth-
ward, on his paflage home, he difcovered Warwick’s Foreland
and Cape Chidley, the two promontories forming the opening

which
(#) The inlet which Frobifher had vifited in 1578, Vide page 16
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which was foon after vifited by Hudfon, and called after him
Hudfon’s Straits.

The impenetrable fecrecy which has always been obferved by
the Spaniards in refpett to their voyages of difcovery, has pre-
vented our obtaining any perfect information, and the accidental,
or perhaps wilful, inaccuracies which appear upon the face of
thofe which have been publifhed, have conduced to bring them
into general difcredit., As their obje&, however, has been the
difcovery of the Straits of Anian, and as thofe Straits will be the
fubje& of a feparate part, I fhall defer taking any notice of
them at prefent.

The refources of the Englifh nation, and the whole of the ma-
ritime firength of the kingdom, being direted to repel the inva-
fion threatened by the Spaniards with their invincible armada,
is a probable reafon why thefe important difcoveries of Davis
were not purfued. But the companies of Ruffia and Turkey

merchants, after fome years, formed a joint ftock to fit out an

expedition under the command of George Weymouth, in 1602.

L IX. He failed on the 2d of May with two flyboats, and, after
weathering the Orkney iflands, faw the fouth part of Greenland,
off of which he founded, and found 120 fathoms of water, which
was black and very muddy, while in other places it was perfeéily
clear, He penetrated among the ice, and had very near loft his

fhips
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fhips by the burfting alunder of an ifland very near them, He S_wevoum

oy .

was often retarded by fogs, which froze as they fell. In latitude
63 deg. 53 min. he fell in with an inlet forty leagues broad,
through which he failed, weft and by fouth, a hundred leagues.
The variation of the needle was 35 degrees to the weft. Being
prevented by the crew from proceeding any further, he returned,

and, after exploring the Labrador Coalft, failed for England,

This account of Weymouth’s voyage has been doubted in re-
fpect to the extent of his courfe, and it has been generally
fuppofed that the ftrait which he dilcovered was that which
Hudfon failed through afterwards, Guided by this idea, it has
been the opinion of moft geographers, that, inftead of failing as
far to the northward as 68 deg. 53 min. he only reached as high

as 63 deg. 53 min. and that the miftake was owing to the lati-
tude having been marked in figures. By which means the open-

ing which he faw, and through which he failed a hundred leagues,
would appear to be the entrance into Hudfon’s Bay, If any de-
pendence could be placed upon his obfervations of the variation
of the compafé, we might be led to conclude that he followed
the track of Davis, and went as far to the northward as 68 deg.
but the variation of the needle is {o very uncertain, particularly
near the land, in thofe feas, that we can have no firm reliance
upon the beft obfervations. It may, however, be proper to re-
mark, that the fucceeding navigators only found 28 deg. in Hud-
fon’s Straits, while Davis, a few years before, found go deg. in

Cumberland
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¢.wriovt Cumberland Straits ; and as the variation was flill encreafing, if

LINDENAU and
HALL.

1bog

the obfervation could be depended upon, it would be an argu-
ment in favour of his having attained to a higher degree of lati-

tude than is generally agreed upon.

It will here be neceflary to remark, that the united companies
of Ruffia and Turkey merchants were difappointed by the refult
of this voyage. They began to think, that the obftacles, which
the fhips continually met with from the ice, would not only ren-
der the paflage precarious, but that the advantages likely to be
gained were of lefs conlequence than had been {fuppofed. They
feem to have been led to this conclufion by the return of Ray-
mond, Lancafter and Middleton, who had feverally made fuc-
cefsful voyages to India, by which means the paffage by the
Cape of Good Hope began to be better known. Queen Eliza-

beth had likewife granted an exclufive charter to the merchants
trading to the Eaft Indies for 15 years, which could not fail to
damp the fpirit of difcovery to the northward. The company,
therefore, appear in confequence to have diffolved the joint ftock,

and to have difcontinued their refearches.

X.In the year 1605, Chriftian the IV. King of Denmark, fitted
out a fleet under the command of Gedlke Lindenau, with an in-
tention to f{earch after the ancient fettlement of Eaft Greenland.
The fleet confifted of three fhips, two of which were under the
command of Englith mariners, Hall and Knight, Lindenau at-

tempted
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tempted a landing on the eaft coaft, while Hall paffed Cape

Farewell, and went over to the welt fide of Davis’ Straits,
where he firft came to an anchor in 66 deg. 33 min. north lati-
tude, and afterwards entered another harbour near Mount Cun-

ningkam, which he named Denmark’s Haven, The utmoft ex-
tent of his voyage was 69 deg. north.

XL -In the year 1606, Lindenau went again, and Hall com-
manded one of the fhips. They both weathered Cape Farewell ;
but how far north they proceeded is uncertain, as we have no

accurate account of this voyage.

In that age of enquiry, men of property were not long want-
ing in England to revive the {pirit of enterprize. A fociety was
accordingly formed, of which Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Dudley
Digges, Mr. Wolftenhelme, and Alderman Jones, Direétors of

the Eaft India Company’s affairs, appear to have been the prin-

cipals.

XII. Immediately after Knight’s return from his voyage in the
Danifh Service, in 1605, he appears to have been fent for by this
fociety, who appointed him to a command in 1606 (/). He failed
from the Orkneys on the 12th of May, and was encompalfled by
the ice, on the coaft of Labrador, in latitude 57 deg. 23 min,

E north,

(/) This was very early after the charter was granted to the Eaft India Company, Vide
Obfervations on thefe Voyages, in the Memoir on the Straits of Anian,
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ENIGHT.

~=0eMt . north, by which he was drifted to the fouthward, and his fhip
being much damaged, he was obliged to run her on fhore. While
he was fearching for a convenient place to repair her, he was
killed by a party of the natives. His death frultrated the inten-

tion of the expedition, as his fucceflor in thg command, after re-

pairing the {hip at Fogo, in Newfoundland, returned to England.

wenarns i XIIL In the next year, 1607, Carften Richards was fent by the
i King of Denmark with another fhip, which Hall commanded ;

but they could not get near the fhore on account of the ice, and
the crew mutinying, they were obliged to return without effet-
ing a landing.

HUDSON.

1610

XIV. In 1610, the Englifh company fitted out a fecond expe-
dition, to the command of which they appointed Henry Hudfon,
whofe abilities as a navigator had been fufficiently difplayed, in

three voyages he had made to the northward, prior to his engage-
ment with the company.

Hudfon failed in May, 1610. The diffentions among his crew,
which ended at length in an open mutiny, began fo early as the
latter end of May, off the coaft of Tceland. He weathered the
Land of Defolation on the 15th of June, and diretted his courfe
acrofs Davis’ Straits, as far as the latitude 62 deg. 19 min. north,
in which latitude he made the land. On the 8th of July, he

named a part of the coaft, Defire Provoked ; continuing to the

weltward
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weftward within the Straits, he difcovered an opening between
two capes, which were named after two of the gentlemen who
were at the expence of fitting out the expedition, C. Digges and
and C. Wolftenholme. Pafling through this opening, he difco-
vered that extenfive bay, which has been fince called after his
name. Following the direftion of the coalt, with hopes of effeét-
ing a paflage, the ice fet in, and obliged him to feek for a har-
bour upon the eaftern fhore, where he might moft fecurely pafs
the winter. This long feafon of inattivity gave full fcope to the
mutinous inclinations of the crew, and immediately after they
{ailed, finding that Hudfon meant to continue his refearches, they
forced him and eight others into a fmall boat, and left them to
their fate. In their return home, the mutineers ran the fhip
afhore to the fouthward of Digges’ Ifland, when, according to the

narrative which was afterwards publifhed by one of them, named
Habakkuk Pricket, they found the tide to flow from the weftward.

XV. To render affliftance to the unfortunate Hudlon, in cafe
he fhould have furvived, as his misfortunes could not fail to in-
tereft his employers, independent of the frefh hopes which were
excited by his difcoveries, was a fufficient inducement for the
company to continue their refearches. Prince Henry’s name was
added to the lift of adventurers, * by whofe afliftance,” Purchas
fays,  they purfued the a&tion in more royal fafhion, with greater
{hipping, under the command of a worthy [eaman, feryvant to
Prince Henry, Captain Thomas Button,”

E:2 Button
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BUTTON,

it Button failed in May, 1612, as early after the fate of Hudlon

was known as the feafon would admit. After palling Digges’

I{land, he faw the land to the weftward, which he named Carey
Swan'’s Neft. Steering thence to the fouth weft, he again {aw the
land in latitude 6o deg. 40 min. north, which, as it appeared to
fet afide the idea of a paflage that way, he named Hopes Checked.
Upon the approach of winter, he fecured his fhip in an harbour,

in latitude 57 deg. 10 min. north, which he called Port Nellon,
after his mate. He named the bay Button’s Bay, and to the

whole of the coaft he gave the name of New Wales. The winter
being paffed, he again proceeded to the northward on difcoveries,

as high as the latitude 65 deg. north, when being ftopped by the
ice, he called that part Ne Plus Ultra, and returned to England.

i L XML Hall, after he left the fervice of Denmark, returned to
England, and was fitted out at Kingflon upon Hull for the
Greenland feas. He came to an anchor in Cocking Sound, in
65 deg. 20 min. north latitude, on the weft coaft of Greenland,
on the 1gth of July, and went from thence to Rommel’s Fiord,
on the fame coalt, in 67 deg. north, where he was killed by one
of the natives, in revenge, as it was fuppofed, for carrying off his
brother, when in the Danifh fervice, in 1606. On account of the
death of Hall, the fhips were obliged to leave the coaft and re-

turn to England, after having made a fearch for minerals with-
out fuccefs.

In
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XVIIL In 1614, the company fitted out Captain Gibbons in the
Difcovery, the fame fhip in which Button had made the preced-
ing voyage ; but upon his approach to Hudfon’s Straits, he was
furrounded by ice, and the current drifted him to the fouthward,

fo that he was obliged to put into a bay on the Labrador coaft, in
58 deg. 3o min. north latitude, which was called Gibbons’ Hole,

In this bay he was detained fo long, that he was obliged to give
over all thoughts of any further attempt, and return to England.

XVIII. Although the adventurers experienced a very confi-
derable lofs by the death of their patron, Prince Henry, yet they
continued their exertions. For notwithftanding the preceding
voyage had been the means of alcertaining that the fea, into
which Hudfon had failed, was bounded to the weltward by a
trat of land between the latitudes of 57 and 65 deg. north, and
confequently their hopes of finding a paflage in that place were
diminifhed ; yet, in 1615, they fitted out the fame fhip, and the
command of her was given to Robert Bylot, William Baffin
being appointed to aét as pilot or mate, both of whom were ex-

perienced navigators, and had been with Button in the preceding

voyage.

They failed the 18th of April, and anchored in a harbour on
the weftern fide of Refolution Ifland the 27th of May, where
they found the tide to flow five fathoms, and the variation to be
24 deg. welt; continuing their courfe to the weflward, along the

the
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the north fhore of Hudfon’s Straits, on the 1ft of July they dif-

covered a groupe of iflands, which, from the violence of the tide,
were called the Mill Iflands. Standing on to the north wefl, they
faw land again in latitude 65 deg. north, which was calied Cape
Comfort ; as they proceeded, they (hoaled their water in latitude
65 deg. 25 min. north, and as the land trended to the north eaft,
they loft all hopes of making a paflage; it was therefore refolved

to give up any further attempt. After having determined that
theflood came from the fouth eaft, and the ebb from the north-

ward, they repafled the {traits, and returned home.

XIX. Notwithftanding, like their predeceflors, they had failed
in attaining their objeét in this voyage, yet the company were [o
well fatisfied with their condu@, and formed fuch expe@ation
from the report they made, that they refolved to fit them out
again the next year; and they accordingly failed fo early as the
o6th March, It appears, that they.did not make the land, until
they got fo high within Davis’ Straits as the latitude 65 deg.
o0 min. north, and did not come to an anchor until they entered
a found in latitude 70 deg. 20 min. north, on that part of the
weft coaft of Greenland which had been before named by Davis
the London Coalt; in this found they found the tide to rife only
eight or nine feet. They reached Sanderfon’s Hope, the moft
northern extreme of former difcoveries, {o early as the goth of
May, which lies in latitude 72 deg. 20 min. north; about eight
leagues further to the northward they fell in with fome iflands,

to
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to which, on account of {eeing none but female inhabitants, they > fainar

gave the name of Womens Ifles.

Very foon after their departure from thefe iflands, they found

their further progrefs impeded by the ice, which obliged them

to come to an anchor in a found, in latitude 73 deg. 45 min.
north, where they traded with the natives for feal fkins and the
horns of the fea unicorn, whence it obtained the name of Horn
Sound. In a few days the ice began to difperfe, when they got

under weigh ; but as the wind was contrary, they could not fol-
low the direftion of the coaft, but were obliged to ftand to the
weflward, 20 leagues beyond Womens Ifles, where the fea was
open and clear from ice. In latitude 76 deg. 35 min. north, they
named a projeéting part of the land Cape Digges, twelve leagues

from which was a confiderable inlet, where the current was fo

ftrong, as to drive the fhip from the two anchors by which fhe
rode. This inlet, which extends itfelf into the land in feveral di-

reftions, obtained the name of Wolftenholm’s Sound.

In latitude 77 deg. 3o min. and 78 deg. they faw two inlets,
which they called Smith’s and Whale Sound ; between thefe two
inlets is an ifland, which they named Hakluyt’s Ifland. In Smith’s
Sound the variation was found to be 56 deg. welt; ftanding along
the land to the fouth weft, they faw two more large inlets, to
which they gave the names of Jones and Lancafter’s Sounds.

To the fouthward of Lancafter’s Sound they were prevented fee-
ing
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ing the land on account of the ice, until they arrived in latitude
71 deg. 16 min. north, when it was feen extending in a fouth
eafterly direflion, as far as the latitude 70 deg. 30 min, But they
could not follow its diretion for the fame realon, being obliged
to fteer to the ealtward, and did not get fight of it again until
the 24th of July, when they were in latitude 68 deg. 41 min.
north, This proved to be the north part of Davis’ Cumberland
Ifles, they having pafled the firait between them and James’
Ifland (m), which has been fince called Baffin’s Straits. After re-

frefhing themlelves on the weft coaft of Greenland, they finithed
this important voyage, arriving fafe, the goth of Auguft, in Do-
ver Road. This appears to have been the laft expedition fitted

out under the patronage of this company.

XX. Until the voyages of Fox and James, in the year 1631,
there is no account of any other attempt being made from Eng-
land, excepting a very imperfeét relation, by Fox, of a Captain
Hawksbridge, who went as far as the latitude 65 deg. north, into
the inlet, where Bylot failed in his firft voyage; but in what year,

or at whole expence, we are not informed.
XXI. The

() From want of accuracy in the early navigators, great confufion prevails in the geo-
graphy of this part of the world. Every one has followed his own idea. Moft geographers
have laid down a groupe of iflands between Greenland and the Cumberland Iflands of Davis.
Among them the name of I’ Anville bears a refpectable authority. But in the new map of
the world, by Arrow{mith, thefe iflands are omitted, and the Straits of Davis and Baffin have
no diftin&tion, Cape Bedford, which made the fouth cape of James’ Iflands, being transferred
to the north eaft part of the Cumberland Ifles; at the fame time, a point due caft from this
Cape, and in the middle of Davis’ Straits, is Jaid down, as having been feen by Lieutenant
Charlefon, in the floop Jackall, in 1787,
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~ XXI. The Court of Denmark being induced to profit by the
difcoveries of Hudfon, fitted out two fhips in the year 1619,
under the command of Jens Munck. They failed from Elfineur
on the 16th of May, and on the 20th of June faw Cape Fare-
well. Munck gave the name of Mare Chriftianum to the northern
parts of Hudlon’s Bay, and the fouthern parts he called Mare
Novum, and, at the fame time, he gave the name of Fretum
Chriftiani to Hudfon’s Straits. They met with {o much ice in the
Welcome, in the latitude of 63 deg. 20 min. north, that they
were obliged to put into an harbour, where they wintered. From
the great mortality among the crew during the winter, Munck
was obliged to leave one of his fhips in this harbour, to which
he gave his own name. After a variety of diftrefles, he arrived
fafe, with only two failors, in Copenhagen, without making any

further difcoveries.

XXII. Lucas Fox, in conjunétion with one Sterne, who followed
the profeffion of making globes, had colletted all the informa-
tion they were able, of the progrefs which had been made in the
preceding voyages, from whence they drew feveral reafons for
the probable exiftence of a paffage in thofe places where the na-
vigators had been difappointed in tracing the coaft. Their ob-
fervations were confidered, to be fo well founded, that Henry
Briggs, the mathematician, Sir John Brooke, Sir John Wolften-
holme, and Sir James Roe, were induced to form a fund to fit
out another expedition; and the King, upon their réprefenta-

F ' tions,
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tions, aided them with a fhip of 8o tons, called the Charles, which
was vi€tualled for 18 months.

Thus equipped, Fox fet fail from Deptford onthe 5th of May,
1631, and faw land the goth of June, in latitude 62 deg. 25 min,
north ; on the 15th of July he made Salifbury and Nottingham
Iflands, but was obliged to go to the fouthward of them, on ac-
count of the ice, the ebb bringing it from the north weft. He
made Cape Pembroke, and f{teered to the fouthward into Hud-
fon’s Bay, and then changed his courle to the weflward, anchor-
ing at what is now called Marble Ifland. Proceeding up the
found, between the land of Carey Swan’s Neft and the weftern
coaft, which is called the Welcome, he found the tide to encreafe
in height, the farther he went. On the gth of Auguit, he re-
turned to the fouthward, and anchored; for a few days, in Nel-

{fon River.

Hitherto he had done little more than follow the track of
Button, From this place he fteered to the ealtward, difcovering
the land as far as Cape Henrietta Maria, in latitude 55 deg,
10 min. north, without having feen any profpect of an opening
to the weltward, He was now induced to make a frefh attempt
beyond Nottingham Ifland, where he had been prevented before
from getting to the northward by the ice. On the 7th of Sep-
tember, he faw Carey Swan’s Neft, and reached the Mill Ifles by
the 15th, Three days after, he difcovered two capes, bearing

north
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north and fouth from each other, which he named King Charles’
Promontory and Cape Maria; the firlt is in latitude 64 deg.
46 min. and the latter in 65 deg. 13 min. On the 20th, he fell
in with another head land, fome leagues within the arétic circle,
which obtained the name of Lord Wefton’s Portland ; a little
further to the northward of this laft cape, the land ftretches away
to the fouth eaft. The winter approaching faft, he was obliged
to defift from continuing his courfe, on which account he called
this part Fox’s Fartheft. He left Hudfon’s Straits the sth of
O¢tober, and arrived in the Downs on the 31t of the fame

month,

Fox was of opinion, from the obfervations which he made

during this voyage, that there was a great profpett of a paflage
by the Welcome, on account of the tide rifing higher there than
in any other part of the bay.

XXIII. While Fox was fitting out for this voyage, the mer-
chants of Briftol difpatched Thomas James, to follow the fame
track. James was a very accurate obferver, and his journal,
which was publifhed in 1633, contains a variety of judicious re-
marks, from which Mr. Boyle confeffes he took many paflages
with regard to the flate of the atmofphere; but as it contains
little more than an enumeration of the hardfhips which the crew

fuffered during the winter, they were obliged to pafs in the bot-

tom of the bay, which, from this commander’s name, has been
F o called
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called James’ Bay, I fhall proceed without taking any further no-

tice of it (n).

The civil war which broke out in England, foon after the re-
turn of Fox and James, prevented any further attempts being
made; and as a charter was granted, as early after the reftoration
as 1669, to Prince Rupert and others, giving them an exclufive
right to the country and trade, a total check was given to the
{pirit of difcovery, which, from the enterprifing genius of the na-
tion, would no doubt have revived, as {oon as it had recovered
from the anarchy and confufion, into which it had been thrown

by the late revolution in its government.

XXIV. This charter was granted, in confequence of their ha-
ving undertaken, at their own cofts and charges, to difcover a

paflage to the fouth feas. Through the intereft of Prince Rupert,
the Nonfuch ketch, one of the King’s veflels, was fitted out for
this purpofe, and Captain Zachary Gillam was appointed to

command the expedition,

All the accounts of this voyage agree that he reached the lati-
tude of 75 deg. north, in fearch of a paffage, after which he went
into the bay where James had wintered in 1631, Here he like-

wife

(#) It fhould be obferved, that James, not only in his paffage out, but likewife on his re-

turn home, made an attempt, to enter the inlet where Fox did, to the northward of the Mill
Iflands, and cffeéted a paffage as far as Bylot and Hawksbridge had done before.
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wife wintered in a river, which, from the patron of the expedi-
tion, was named Prince Rupert’s River. At this place he built a
fort, in which he left a garrifon on his return to England in

1669.

I have never been able to obtain, any original account of this
voyage to determine, what courfe Gillam followed while he was
in fearch of a paffage, fo as to reach fo high a latitude in Baffin’s
Bay. But in a publication of 1711, containing an account of
Narbrough’s voyage to the coafl of Chili, and Wood’s attempt to
difcover a paflage by the north eaft, the editor has given a very
{hort account, by way of introduttion, of voyages to the north-
ward. Treating of Gillam’s voyage, he fays, ““ In the year 1667,
“ this defign was renewed, and undertaken by feveral of the no-
“ bility of England, and merchants of London, who equipped
“ and fent out Zachariah Gillam commander, in the Nonfuch

“ ketch. He pajfed Turovcu Hudfon's Straits, THEN into Baffin’s
“ Bay, to the latitude of 75 deg. north ; from thence foutherly to
* the latitude of 51 deg. or thereabouts, in a river now called
“ Prince Rupert’s River.” And the editor of Churchill’s voyages,
in the introdutory difcourfe, obferves, that in 1667, ¢ Zachariah
“ Gillam, in the Nonfuch ketch, pafled through Hudfon’s Straits,
“ and then into Baffin’s Bay, to 75 deg. of latitude, and thence
“ foutherly into 51 degrees.”

If thele accounts be accurately copied from the original jour-

nal
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nal of Gillam, and of which I fee no reafon to entertain any
doubt, the circumftance of his having pafled through Hudfon’s
Straits, before he went into Baffin’s Bay, 1s well worth attending
to; for if this were really the faét, he muft have followed the
fame track which Fox did, during the latter part of his voyage
in 1631 ; and, after pafling beyond the extent of Fox’s courle,
have gone as high as Lancafter Sound, which is {uppofed to be
between 74 and 75 degrees north latitude,

Now, I believe, it has been a generally received opinion among
geographers, that no perfon went fo far to the northward in that
place as Fox did, and they have had their doubts, whether that
inlet had any communication with Baffin’s Bay. The firft dif-
coverers of Baffin’s Bay have been likewife fuppofed, to be the
only perfons who have ever navigated thofe feas. But, if thefe
accounts be true, Gillam not only went into the bay, but he like-
wife found a paffage into it where Bylot and Baffin failed in their
firft voyage, in the year 1615.

XXV. The company being thus eftablifhed, inftead of profe-
cuting the obje& of their charter, their whole attention was
taken up in carrying on a trade with the natives for furs; as it
does not appear, that they ever attempted any thing like a voyage
for that purpole for full 50 years, when they fent a fhip and
{loop under the command of Knight and Barlow, in 1719, who
never returned, and no account was ever heard of their fate.

XXVIL Some
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XXVI. Some vague reports of the Indians gave room to hope
that they had elcaped from fhipwreck, and were ftill alive fome-
where about the latitude of 63 deg. north. In confequence of
thefe reports, Captain Scroggs failed in a {loop from Churchill

River, in 1722. In latitude 62 deg. 48 min. he found, drifting
in the fea, part of a foremaft, which was the only mark left of

their miferable fate (0). After this, Scroggs proceeded for the

Welcome, and came to an anchor in Piftol Bay,

The northern Indians, who came down to the company’s fac-
tories to trade, had given an account of a copper mine, ealy to
be worked, which was to be found upon the coaft. Two of thele
Indians, Scroggs had on board with him. They had drawn a line
of the coaft from Churchill to this part, which, as far as they had
proceeded, correfponded with its real fituation. While they con-
tinued at anchor here, one of the Indians wifhed to be difmiffed ;
as, according to his account, he was within a few days journey
of his place of abode, informing them, at the fame time, that the
fhip could not go any further on account of a ridge of rocks,
which would obftruét her paffage, and over which a boat could
only find a fufficient depth of water. On this account they re-

turned to Churchill.
XXVIL To

(o) It is now pretty well afcertained, that Knight and Barlow were fhipwrecked on Marble
Iflaad, as the remains of the wreck have been feen ; and Mr. Duncan, who was lately em-
ployed by the company on furvey, informs me, that he not only faw part of the wreck, but
fuch appearances of hewn timber as led him to fuppofe, fome of them muft have furvived the
lofs of the fhips, and afterwards attempted to build a veffel, to convey them from the ifland,
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XXVIL To civilize his fubjefts, and give refpetability to

Ruflia as a maritime power, was a defign worthy the mind of the
immortal Peter. But the prejudices of the nation would foon
have deltroyed the fabric he left, if his fucceflors had not fortu-
nately pollefled a greatnefs of mind equal to the emulation of
his glory. In 1738, an expedition was fet on foot under the
command of Captain Behring, which determined, that the two
continents of Afia and America approximated each other within
a few leagues. And, in 1741, the fame commander, in conjunc-
tion with Tichirikoff, vifited the coaft of America betwen the la-
titudes of 46 and 59 deg. north. Under the diretion of the pre-
{fent Emprefs, different commanders have fucceflively difcovered
the Aleutian, Andreanoff and Fox Iflands, to the whole of which,
Ruflian geographers have, very properly, given the name of the
Catherina Archipelago ( 2).

XXVIIIL The probability of a paffage, through the Welcome,
was ftrongly contended for by Mr. Arthur Dobbs (g). In 1741,

he pufhed his reprefentations to government fo ftrenuoufly, and

formed

(#) One of the ftaple commodities of Ruflia being furs, they have formed fettlements for
collefting them, even on the very inhofpitable. fhores of Spitzbergen. The fettlers are re-
lieved once in two years ; and, according to Mons. Pages, they even fent fome thips of war
into thofe feas a few years fince, fo mindful is the policy of Ruffia, as he properly remarks,
to her affairs, as, amidit the concerns of fuch an extenfive empire, not to negleét, a few mi-
ferable hunters feattered in thofe frozen regions of the north.

() Mr. Dobbs” attention was drawn to this objeét {0 early as the year 1733, and by re-
peatedly foliciting the company, he at length o4/iged them, to get rid of his importunities,
(for
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formed fo powerful a party in his favour, that Sir Charles Wa- 222t
ger, who then prefided at the Admiralty, was induced to fit out
two veflels, one of which was the Furnace, a bomb ketch, and
the other a pink, called the Difcovery; the command of the firlt

was given to a Captain Middleton, and the other to one Moore.
Middleton, who was the principal officer, had for feveral years
failed as commander of a fhip in the fervice of the Hudfon’s Bay
Company. He was acknowledged by every body to have been
a man of very great abilities, and the moft proper. petfon,
from his local knowledge, to conduét a voyage of that nature,
Mr. Dobbs had received confiderable information from Middle-
ton, and it was at his inftance that Sir Charles Wager appointed

him to command the expedition.

The arguments of Mr. Dobbs were founded on the voyages of
Button and Fox, the only perfons who had navigated the Wel-

come. Both of them had obferved the tides to rife higher in pro-
portion as they proceeded to the northward, whence they were of
opinion, that there was great profpeét of an opening by purfuing
this route. He had likewife been at great pains to colleét infor-
mation from Indians trading to the fattories, which led him to

conclude, that, fome diftance to the northward, there was an
G opening

(for it does not appear on the face of their tranfaltions, in this or any other expedition, that
it was ever ferioufly their intention to effc & a difcovery) to fend two fmall veflels in the year
1737. They went no further than 62 deg. 30 min. north latitude, where they faw the iflands
about Corbet’s and Rankin’s Inlets, and found the tide to rife 1a feet, flowing from the
north, This is all that has ever tranfpired from this voyage.
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opening communicating with a colleftion of water which had a
direftion confiderably to the fouthward and welt of Churchill,
affording firong probability of a paffage (7).

The fhips were fitted out with provifions and ftores for two

fealons, and they were, if neceflary, to winter at Churchill. On
the 1ft of July, 1742, they failed from Churchill to the north-
ward, and, according to his inftruétions, he fteered for Marble
Ifland, where he arrived fo early as the 4th. On the 15th follow-
ing, a point of land was feen, which was called Cape Dobbs. To
the north welt of this cape, he difcovered a very confiderable in-
let, which he explored with great perfeverance, until the water
was found to be brackifh, After fome weeks {pent in this inlet,
which was called Wager River, he fleered along the coaft to the
north eaft, round a cape, which he called Cape Hope, as the
land from thence trended away to the weftward ; but it was found
to terminate in a large bay, in which no opening could be found,
excepting a ftrait, in the latitude 67 deg. north, about 18 or 20

leagues in length, running to the fouth eaft, which divided the

land of Carey Swan’s Neft from the north main, by which means

it was difcovered, that the eaftern part of the Welcome was an
ifland.

() Indian information has been laughed at: but I am among thofe who do not wifh
wholly to rejec it. It is from want of fufficient knowledge of their language in us, and not
from a deficiency in geographical knowledge in shem, that miftakes have been made. Time
and further inveftigation of the country have fhewn that thefe Indians were correé. A con-
fiderable lake, called the Shethany, which communicates with the fea at Seal River, appears
to be the colletion of water they underftood him to be enquiring after.
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ifland. The bay was accordingly -called Repulfe Bay. The flood R

tide came through the firait from the fouth eaft, and the ice was
fo firmly fixed from fide to fide, that there was no probability of

fucceeding in any attempt to pafs it.

It appears that Middleton, as well as Scroggs, had carried .

with him two northern Indians, to dire&t him in his route to the
copper mine. Thefe Indians were well écquainted with the coaft
as far as Marble Ifland; but as they went beyond that to the
northward, it became very clear, that they were totally ignorant
of their fituation, and repeatedly prefled to return to Marble
Ifland, which feemed to be the extent of their knowledge in that
direttion. Middleton returned to England in the latter end of

the year.

XXIX. The difpute which arofe in confequence of the event
of this voyage, between Mr. Dobbs and Captain Middleton, is
very well known. The arguments adduced by the former were
fo generally credited, that the {fum of ten thoufand pounds, in
{hares of an hundred pounds each, was {ubfcribed in order to fit
out an expedition, which might finally determine the queftion.
Moore, who commanded one of the veflels which went with
Middleton, was appointed to command the Dobbs galley, and
the other veffel, which was called the California, was given to
one Smith, Their conduét was fubjeft to the controul of a
council, appointed by the fubfcribers for that purpofe,
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The two fhips failed on the 20th of May, 1746. In this expe-

dition, it was likewife thought neceflary, that they fhould winter
at Port Nelfon. The 24th of June, 1747, they departed on their
voyage. Near Marble Ifland an inlet was {een by the perfons
detached in the boats, which was called Bowden’s by fome, after
the mate of the California, and by others 1t was named the Chel-
terfield Inlet. They afterwards went into Wager River, and
{ailed up as far as they could with fafety with the {hips, and then
difpatched the boats to explore the fource of it. The boats pro-
ceeded until it was found to terminate in a frefh water lake, into
which, at high water, the tide flowed from the inlet; two {mall
rivers, from a lake to the fouth well, falling into it at the weft
end. The objet of the voyage being completed, the fhips re-
turned without making any further attempts, and arrived in Eng-

land in the autumn of the fame year.

The fate of poor Middleton is to be lamented. The event of
this voyage evinced the malevolence of his enemies, and fatisfied
the world of the integrity of his conduét, and accuracy of his
obfervations ; but being negletted by the Admiralty, and de-
prived of his employ under the company, borne down by the
weight of his misfortunes, he retired to a village near Gainfbo-
rough, where he died in diftrefls fome few years fince. Anxious
to fupport a charaéter which he was confcious had been unjuftly
attacked, he expended the little property he had faved, and was
at length obliged to difpofe of Sir Godfrey Copley’s medal,

which
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which had been prefented to him by the Royal Society, for a
paper they thought worthy of that mark of their approbation.

The company continued to enjoy the profits arifing from their
trade for a long time, without entertaining any thoughts of ma-
king difcoveries. The Indians brought their furs down to the
different fettlements, fo that they were totally unacquainted with
the interior parts of the country, excepting by the information
they could receive from them during their annual vifits; but the
French having extended their refearches by the upper lakes of
Canada, and having likewile eftablifhed polts there, for the pur-
pole of more effetually cultivating their trade with the northern
nations of Indians, they were obliged, in order to counterbalance
the advantages thus gained by their rivals, to form [ettlements

further back, and faftors were accordingly fent to receive thofe
furs for which the Indians had begun to find a nearer market,

XXX. After an interval of twenty years, they were, however,
roufed by the general opinion, that the opening into Chefterfield
Inlet afforded confiderable profpeét of a paflage. A floop was
accordingly difpatched, under the command of Captain Chrifto-

pher, for determining this point, in the year 1761.

On his return, he reported, that he had navigated the inlet for
more than 150 miles, in a wefterly dire€tion, until he found the
water nearly frefh, but that he had not {een the end of it. To

preclude

CHRISTOPHER
and NORTON
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ca o preclude every opportunity of cavil, he was fent again the next
SE year, in company with Mr. Norton, in a tender, with orders to
trace it to its fource, if praficable. The event of this voyage

was, that they found a frefh water lake emptied itfelf into the

inlet, which lake was furveyed by the tender, and found to be
twenty-four leagues in length, and fix or feven in breadth. They
perceived themfelves to be landlocked on every point of the

compals, except to the weftward : here they faw the mouth of a

river,

They likewile furveyed this river in their boat, until they were

ftopped by four falls, one over the other; over which they could
not find water enough to go any further. A party was landed,
who, following its banks above the falls for fome miles, obferved

{everal ridges of rocks extending from fide to fide, which were

in moft places dry.

HEARNE XXXI. The fpecimens of pure copper ore, which the Indians
iz repeatedly brought to the fattory at Churchill, left no room to
doubt of the veracity of the reports, which had been received for

feveral years, concerning a mine of that metal. They agreed in

all their feparate accounts, that it was fituated near the furface

of the ground, at the mouth of a river which emptied itfelf into

the frozen ocean. To afcertain the exa@ fituation of this river

was an objeét of confiderable importance, as it was fuppofed that

it would remove every idea of a paflage to the fouthward of the

{pot
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fpot at which it fhould be found to fall into the fea. To fettle
this point, Mr. Hearne, one of the company’s {ervants, was dif-
patched by land in 1771, with fome of the northern Indians, to

furvey and determine its fituation.

He built canoes in the computed latitude and longitude of
62 deg. 57 min. north, and 18 deg. welt from Churchill. Having
traverfed a chain of lakes, on the 21t of June, he arrived at an
Indian fettlement, called Congecathawhachaga, the latitude of
which he determined, by altronomical oblervations, to be in
68 deg. 46 min. north, and, by computation, 24 deg. 2 min. weft
from the meridian of Churchill. This place is near a lake which
difcharges its waters by a river, according to the Indian accounts,
in an ealterly direftion, and communicates with the fea. Mr.
Hearne does not appear to have taken any other obfervation to
fettle his track, than that which has been before mentioned. So
that the exaét latitude, in which the mouth of the copper mine
river is fituated, is rather uncertain; but he thinks himfelf, that,
from the accuracy of his remarks in his rate of travelling, he
cannot err more than 2o miles, when he fixes it in 72 deg. north
latitude (s). The longitude mult, however, be left to future ob-

{ervers

(+) Mr. Hearne’s quadrant was damaged by fome accident, {o that there appears to be an
inaccuracy in his obfervations. This defet has been examined into, and 1t 1s fuppofed that
the latitudes thould be reduced about a degree further fouth. This journal never was made
public during his life ; but I am informed, the manufeript is purchafed by Mr. Wales, who
intends committing it to the prefs, It will be a curious recital of almoft unparalleled hard-
fhips in the frozen regions he vifited,

HEARNE
1773

71
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{ervers, as his welling, through the whole of his journey, does
not, in any inftance, appear to be regulated, further than by com-
putation. Having finilhed the objett of his journey, he returned
by a route which carried him in a diretion to the weftward of
his former track The moft remarkable circumftance in his re-
turn is, that he paffed a lake, named by him the Arathape{cow,
which, from the accounts of the Indians, is one of the largeft in

the continent, being 400 miles, or more, from eaft to weft (¢).

XXXII. The expeditions of the Ruflians, from the coaft of
Kamchatfka, excited the jealoufy of the Court of Spain. The
whole coaft being defencelefs, they eftablifhed pofts at Monterey
and St. Francifco, in the year 1769, and, in the year 1775, fome
fhips were fent out by the Viceroy of Mexico, under the com--
mand of Don Bruno Heceta. From fome circumftances, it ap-
pears, that an expedition had been fitted out in the preceding

year ; but we have no account of it. Heceta failed, from the
port of Saint Blas, on the 16th of March. On the gth of June,

they put into an harbour in 41 deg. 7 min. north latitude, which
they named de la Trinidad. They failed again from this har-
bour, and, after attempting to land on an ifland, which they
called de Dolores, they made the land on the 17th of Augutft, in
57 deg. 2 min. north latitude, which they called Cabo del En-

ganno,

(#) This lake has been partly furveyed by the Canadian traders from Montreal, fince Mr.
Hearne’s expedition, and called the Great Slave Lake. Another colleftion of water to the
fouthward, which difcharges itfelf into this lake, is called Arabatka, or, as Mr. Hearne
underftood the Indians, Arathapefcow.
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ganno, and the mountain of Elias, which Behring had difcovered
before, was called de St. Hyacintho. Near this cape they en-
tered two harbours, called Guadaloupe and de Remedios, taking
pofleflion of the country in the name of the King of Spain. On

their return they wooded and watered in a harbour called Bu-

karelli, in 55 deg. 17 min. north latitude. They were much
afflicted by the fcurvy in their voyage home, but got fafe back to

St. Blas on the 16th of November, in the fame year.

XXXIII. Captain Cook, with an ardour and perfeverance
hardly ever equalled; had already determined the nonexiftence
of a fouthern continent. As a reward for his {ervices, he was
appointed, foon after his return from this voyage, one of the
Captains of Greenwich hofpital. But his Majefty, {timulated by
the zeal for difcovery which will make his name famed in the
annals of navigation, called him from his retirement once more,
to accept a command, and endeavour to terminate the difpute

about the exiftence of a north-weft paflage.

In this expedition, he was to follow a track hitherto unat-
tempted by any Englifh navigator, and notwithftanding he failed
in the attempt, yét, in following his orders, he fhewed a zeal to
determine the queftion, equal to that which {o remarkably dif-
tinguifhed him in his former voyage. Thele orders appear to
have been framed, from a comparifon of the difcoveries of
Middleton and Moore with the journals of Chriftophet and

H Hearne.

HECETA
s
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—£2%%~  Hearne, Moore had fully fettled, that Wager Inlet, which
Middleton difcovered, was impaﬂixble; and Chriftopher, in 1762,
had afcertained the extent of the Chelterfield Inlet, the mouth of
which was feen by Moore, in 1746. Hence it was concluded,
that there could be no prolpeé¢t of fuccels to the fouthward of
the latitude 67 deg. north. This opinion {cemed to be further
confirmed by Hearne’s journey to the copper mine river, parti-
calarly as the Ruffians, under Behring, had [een, what was {up-
pofed to be the wellern coalt of the continent, in fo high a lati-

tude as 65 deg. north.

In confequence of this received opinion, Cook was direted to
fall in with the coaft of New Albion, and explore it to the north-

ward; but not to fpend fo much time in examining it, as to pre-
vent him from being in the latitude of 65 deg. north by July.
From this latitude he was to endeavour, to penetrate by any
opening he might find, which, trending to the ealtward, might
give him any profpett of a paflage into Baffin’s Bay. Conform-
ing {lri€tly to the letter of his inftruétions, he made no attempts
to examine thole inlets, which bear the names of Defuca and
Defonte, but made the beft of his way to the place of his defti-

nation,

The event of this voyage is well known; but before I difmifs
the fubje&, I cannot help remarking how unfortunate it is to the

caufe of geography, that the prejudices of this celebrated navi-

gator
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gator fhould fo far accord with the opinion which operated in
the conftruétion of his orders. That thefe prejudices influenced
his conduét, when near thofe latitudes, in fome degree, is very

apparent from an infpetion of the narrative at thofe places.

The [ubfequent voyages which have been made to the north
welt coaft of America, in purfuit of commercial advantages, by
means of the fur trade to the ports of China, have, in a degree,
removed the doubts, which were {o generally entertained, of what
have been called the pretended dilcoveries of the Spanifh navi-
gators. The perfeverance of Captain Cook would moft undoub-
edly have determined the queltion, and left but little for his fuc-

ceflors to explore, had not his own opinion coincided with that

of his fuperiors.

COOK
1776

XXXIV. In order more effettually to infure the fuccels of picirpscns

Cook’s expedition, Licutenant Picker(gill was fent out in a {mall
brig, to furvey the coaft of Baffin’s Bay. This voyage fell {hort
of its objeét. The abilities of the commander gave great room
to hope for {fuccefs, but his irregularities were a bar to the full
completion of its objeét. The latitude of 68 deg. go min. north
was the full extent of his courle, and Baffin’s Bay, to the prefent
time, remains unknown, except from the imperfeét imformation

of its firft difcoverers (u).

H 2 The

(#) Vide Obfervations on Gillam’s Voyage, page 38.

1776
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XXXV, The Lords of the Admiralty, after Pickerfgill was dif-
mifled, appointed Lieutenant Young to the fame command, yet
he returned with even Iei‘s fuccefs than his predeceflor. To ufe
the expreflion of the editor of Cook’s Voyage, *“ Young was
“ more calculated to fhare in the glories of a vitory, than to

”
.

““ make difcoveries in the frozen regions of the north(x)

XXXV, The veflels fent by the Englifh merchants to the
north weft coaft of America, after the return of Captain Cook,
having difcovered feveral conliderable inlets on that part of the
coaft which he did not examine, the Admiralty itendcd to at-
tempt a paflage through Hudlon’s Bay. For this purpofe Mr.
Duncan, a mafter in the navy, who had commanded a {mall {loop
of 59 tons burthen, in the fur trade to China, in the years 1787
and 1788, was conlidered to be a proper perfon to conduét the
voyage. His having explored the Archipelago of St. Lazarus,
as far as the commercial concerns of his owners would permit
him, added to his nautical oblervations made on the {pot, were
a [ufficient recommendation. The Admiralty appears to Have
referred their intentions to the Hudfon’s Bay Company, as Mr.

Duncan was employed as an officer in their fervice. Matters be-
ing

(x) How far the Danes have navigated this bay is uncertain. Within the 70 years they
have been fettled on the weft coaft of Greenland, they have gradually extended their fettle-
ments as far to the northward as the Womens Ifles of Baffin, where they have now a factory
called Opernwick. Their trade to this part of the world is confined to a company, who extend
their faftories according as they find it neceflary, for the convenience of the fitheries, without
paying any attention to the further difcovery of the coalt,
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ing arranged, he went out in one of their fhips, in 1790, to take
the command of a country floop, On his arrival, the {loop was
condemned as unfit to go the voyage. He offered, notwithftand-
ing, to go in her, thinking that the defets, for which {he was
condemned, would not render her unfafe for the purpole intend-
ed; but in this he was dilappointed, as none of the feamen could
be perfuaded to accompany him. Unable to be of any. fervice by
remaining in the country, he returned in one of the annual fhips
in the autumn of the fame year. In the next feafon he was fitted
from London, in a brig belonging to the company, called the
Beaver; in a manner, as he exprefled himfelf in a converlation
I had with him on the fubjeét, which does credit to the liberality
of the diretors ; as he was provided with every thing that could
conduce to the fafety of the veflel, or enfure the health of his
people. He was direted, by his orders, to explore Corbet’s In-
let, the only place to the fouthward of Marble Ifland which had
not been explored; whence he was to proceed to the Chefter-
ﬁeld, and, by means of his boats, or by land, he was to furvey
the river which falls into the lake, at the head of it; which Nor-
ton had before examined, a few miles to the weflward, in 1768,
and found impaflable. After having accomplifhed this objeét, he
was to go to the northward. He arrived at Marble Ifland, from
England, time enough to examine thoroughly the firlt objeét of
his inftruétions, Corbet’s Inlet, as he foon found, what there was
every reafon to expeét, that it terminated in a bay, which was the

mouth of a river, navigable only for canoes at any great diftance

from
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DUI'NCAN.

from the fea. After wintering at Churchill, he proceeded to exe-
cute the fecond part of his inftruttions, the examination of the
Chefterfield Inlet. When he arrived there, he thought proper
to leave the brig in Lake’s Harbour, as a place of fafety, while
he went in the boat to Norton’s Falls. From thefe falls he fol-
lowed the courfe of the river, by land, until he found it come
from the northward, in which direftion he traced it near go
miles, when, being convinced that it muft be the drain of fome
lake in that line, and not an outlet from the Dobaunt, he return-
ed, being fatisfied that his following it further could not lead to
any ufeful dilcovery. Had its courfe been from the wellward, he

would not have left it, he fays, until he had feen its fource.

This voyage of Duncan was the laft made to difcover a pal-

fage between the two oceans.

Having now concluded my plan, of giving an abridgement of
the feveral attempts, in the order they were undertaken, I fhall
endeavour, in the fucceeding pages, to produce fome arguments,
which, I believe, will tend to place this long contefted queftion
in a different light from that in which it has been generally con-
fidered. To make the fubjett more clear, it will be neceffary to
divide it into two parts; the firlt of which will treat of that fup-
pofed paflage, called the Straits of Anian; and the other will be
confined to the dilcoveries, faid to be made by Defonte, in 1640.

A MEMOIR
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CONTAINING
Introdulion——Cortes difcovers California—Coronado difcovers

Voyage of Alarcon—Obfervations on
Voyages of Cabrillo and Juan De

Teguayo and Quivira
the Gulph of California

Fuca—Obfervations on his Difcoveries—Strails and Sea which

bear his name, recognized in 1787—Communicate with the Sea
of Quivira—Remarks on the Padoucas, or Welch Indians-_-—
Voyages made in confequence of De Fuca's Difcoveries—Vize
caino—Ship St. Auguftin—Ferrer de Maldonado—Vizcaino’s
Jecond Voyage—Martin Aguilar— Obfe'rvatt:om on Maldonado’s
Voyage—Difcoveries of the Canadian Traders—Vifit the fro-
zen Ocean—Obfervations on the Japanele Map of Kempfer—
Cook’s Difmvcries-—O[ﬁrvations on hs Report—Lancafter’s
Account of a North Weft Pajflage—Voyages made in confequence
of his Information—His Knowledge of Maldonado’s Voyage—
Inquiry into the origin of the Name of Anian—Not ufed before
the 17th Century—Obfervations on the Navigation of the North-

ern Seas—Conclufion.

"] HE exifience of a paffage, which, from its fituation in refpeét
to Europe, is called the north weft paflage, has been the fubjeét
1 of

INTRODUCTION
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wrkoverioN of public difcuflion in this country for more than two centuries.

A communication between the two feas had always been con-
{idered worthy the attention of the legiflature ; but as foon as it
was determined, on the return of Moore and Smith, in the year
1746, that there was no profpeét of a paflage through the Wel-
come, all idea of any further attempts was given up, on account
of the high latitude in which any other opening mult be fituated.
At that time this country had no trade which could be benefited
by it, excepting that which is under the charter of the Eaft India
company, and it was thought that the navigation of Hudlon’s
Straits alone would be too hazardous for fuch fhips as they

employ ; but circumftances are altered in the prefent day, when

we are extending our commerce beyond what could have been

conceived at any former period, and have, at a very confiderable
expence, eftablifhed ourfelves on the north weft coaft of the

American continent. A paflage, even in the higher latitudes,

" would now be defirable, and might, in fome future time, amply

compenfate for the expence of exploring it. This communica-

tion between the two oceans has been denominated the Straits
of Anian (a). To examine what probability there is of its being
paflable, and upon what circumftances the gener‘al opinion of
its exiflence is founded, will be the fubjeét of the following Me-

moir.
In

{a) It will be neceffary for me to remark, that, according to the regular method of treat-
ing the fubje&, I fhould, in this place, make fome enquiry into the origin of the name of
Anian. It is my intention to take notice of it ; but, for reafons which will then be obvious,
1 propofe deferring it until I'come to treat of Lancafter’s account of a north weft paflage,
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In the Hiftorical Abridgement of Difcoveries in the North of Nropverox

America, I deferred giving any account of the Spanifh voyages,
as they were moftly made on the weflt coaft of America, and
were more particularly conneted with the fubjeét which will be

treated of in the following pages. It will therefore be proper,
in this place, to take notice of them in the order in which they

were feverally undertaken.

After the empire of Mexico was compleatly fubdued by the
Spaniards, Cortes the Conqueror was appointed Admiral of the
South Sea, while the government of the province was given to
Don Antonio de Mendoza with the title of Viceroy. The hopes
of enriching themfelves by the difcovery of new countries, ex-
cited them both to turn their attention towards this objett. Cor-
tes, as admiral of the {eas, confined himfelf to the fitting out a
fleet for this purpofe, while Mendoza, as viceroy of the pro-
vince, not only fent an army by land, but a fmall [quadron like-
wife, to further their refearches along the coaft.

Thefe expeditions were fet on foot in confequence of the re-
turn of Mark de Niza, a prieft, who, accompanied by a black
fervant, had travelled by land, as far as 38 or g9 deg. north lati-
tude, where he reported he had difcovered a civilized people in
a place called Cibola, who dwelt in fortified towns, and were pof-
{efled of great quantities of gold (4).

I2 Cortes
(&) Herrera, Dec. 6, lib, 7.
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Cortes fent out three fhips under the command of Francifco
de Ulloa, and it is faid that he embarked himfelf to give greater
effe@t to the expedition. They went as high as 30 deg. north,
difcovering the eaft coaft of California, whence the gulph be-
tween it and the main has obtained the name of the Sea of Cor-
tes. Herrera fays, that one of the fhips was loft, and that Ulloa,
proceeding on to the northward, was never heard of afterwards.

The third fhip left him, when they got as high as go deg. and

returned to new Spain (c).

The party which the viceroy fent by land, was under the com-

mand of Francifco Vafquez Coronado. The foldiers which com-
pofed this little-army, were colleéted together at the fea port of

Culiacan, about 200 leagues to the northward of Mexico. After
proper arrangements were made for a co-operation with the

{quadron, which was fitted out at the fame place, Coronado de-

parted to the northward, fome time in the year 1740.

After a variety of fkirmifhes with the natives, he arrived at a
country in g7 deg. north latitude, which is ftill called Teguayo,
where the cold was {o extreme, that the horles and men paffed
over the river on tfle ice. After a fiege of more than forty days,

they took the capital town of the province, but not without very

~ confiderable lofs; for the Indians being ftraitened for provilions,

after deftroying every thing that was valuable, fallied forth the

town ;
(<) Herrera, Dec. 6, lib. 7,
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town ; but, after a defperate refiftance, were cut to pieces by the

Spaniards.

From the province of Teguayo he is faid to have gone as far

as 40 deg. north latitude, to a country called Quivira, where,
notwithftanding it was further to the northward than the place

he had left, by three degrees, yet he found the air quite tempe-
rate ; and, contrary to the manners of the inhabitants of Te-
guayo, who live in towns, the people of Quivira lead a wander-

ing life, following the feafons, and roaming in fearch of the beft

palturage for their cattle. They faw here vellels in the fea,
which, to accord with the rage of that period, are réported to
have been laden with merchandize from Cathay, and to have
had gold and filver pelicans for their prows. Coronado returned
to Mexico in the end of the year 1542, leaving behind fome
ecclefialtics, who were {lain by the people of Quivira, excepting
one, who made his elcape, and got back fafe to the Spanifh ter-
ritories. The viceroy expended fix thoufand ducats on this ex-
pedition ; but it does not appear that any advantage ever refult-
ed from it (d).

The command of the {quadron, which confifted of two fhips,
was given to Fernando Alarcon. He failed from Culiacan at the
fame time Coronado’s party fet off by land, it being the inten-
tion of the viceroy that they fhould follow the direttion of the

coafl,

(4) Herrera, Dec, 6, lib. g,
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F. ALARCON

T ALAK coaft, {o that they might be able to give each other afliftance, if
neceflary. Being arrived at the bottom of the Gulf of Califor-
nia, he found a large river, the current of which was fo ftrong,
that the fhips could {carce {lem it. Leaving the fhips, he manned
and armed two boats, with which he went up the river, calling
it Buena Guia, a name which is now changed to Colorado, or
North River. After a familiar intercourfe with the natives, he
underftood, by his interpreter, that the banks of the river were
inhabited by twenty-three nations, who {poke as many languages;

and that the river fometimes overflowed its banks (¢).

This is the fubftance of Ramufio’s account of this expedition ;
but Herrera fays, that Alar¢on went as far north as 36 degrees,
when, his f(hips being in bad condition, and his crew fickly, the
coaft moreover beginning to trend to the northward, in which
cafe he muft have removed ftill farther from the troops, who

were even then at the diltance of ten days march from him, he

returned home.

yowesenen Herrera’s account of this voyage, when compared with the
A preceding journal of Coronado’s expedition, gives great reafon
to fuppofe, that the fea extends as high as the latitude 4o deg.or

more, north. In conformity to this opinion, it was for a long

time generally fuppofed that California was an ifland, feparated

from the continent by the fea difcovered by Cortes. But in the
beginning

(¢) Ramufio, Vol. 3, Ed 1613.
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beginning of the prefent century, a narrative, written by Father
Kino, a Jefuit, was publifhed in the Letires Edifiantes. By this
it appears, that Ramufio’s account is exaét in refpett to the river
which Alarcon called Buen Guia, and which, he fays, falls into
the bottom of the Gulph of California ; as this Father Kino, be-
tween the years 1698 and 1701, according to the map annexed
to the narrative, difcovered a paflage by land to California, after
pafling this river, the mouth of which he found to be in about
g2 degrees north latitude. To reconcile the difference between
this account, and the defcription as above given from Herrera,
we muft fuppofe that Herrera muft mean the fame as Ramulfio;
that Alarcon went as far as 36 deg. north, where he found the
courfe of the river, inftead of the trending of the coaft, carried
him in a direétion which would encreafe his diftance from the
troops, if he proceeded any further. Indeed the two narratives

cannot be reconciled in any other way (f).

Alargon appears to have arrived at Mexico fome time before

the return of the troops; for Juan Rodriguez de Cabrillo was
appointed to command another fquadron, for the fame purpofe,

in the year 1542. Cabrilto diretted his courle along the weft
coaft of California, and although he did not proceed f{o far as his

inftruétions

(/) Herrera’s account feems, however, to be very clear, and if it be at all admitted, it
makes dire@lly againft the Jefuit’s account. Alargon went, according to Herrera,” Dec, 6,
lib. 9, up this river 85 leagues, and then, hearing no news of Coronado, in fearch of whom
he went, he failed down again to his fhips, and continued along the coaft many days after,
going four degrees farther than the (Lips fent by Cortes.

J. R.CARRILLQ

1549
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pxcamitto infirutions direfted him, on account of want of provifions and

ficknefs among his crew, yet he faw a point of land in 42 deg.
north latitude, which he named Cape Mendocino, in compli-

ment to the viceroy (g)-

JUAN DEFUCA

1543

The relation, which I am now going to enter upon, has made
great noife in the world, and within a very few years I {hould

have been laughed at, if I had attempted to confider it in any
other light, than as an ingenious contrivance to deceive the

world, and raife the expettations of perfons concerned in pro-

moting expeditions in fearch of a pallage.

. Juan de Fuca was a Greek, from the ifland of Cephalonia, and
his real narne was Apoftolos Valerianos. He had been pilot to
three fhips which were fent out under the command of a Spa-
niard, by the viceroy of Mexico, to difcover the Straits of Anian;
but the voyage was frultrated by a mutiny among the crew., In
the year 1592, the viceroy again fitted out a caravel and a pin-
nace with the fame intent, and entrufled the fole command to
De Fuca. In the latitudes 47 and 48 deg. north, he faw an inl.et,
through which he failed into an extenfive fea. He continued na-
vigating this fea for the fpace of twenty days, during which time
he landed in different places, and the people of the country were
clothed in fkins. The coaft varied, fometimes {tretching to the

north-weft, at others to the north-eaft, and in fome places to the

fouth
(g) Herrera, Dec. 7, lib. 3.
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fouth-eaft. A number of iflands were fcattered in different
parts, and the mouth of the inlet where he entered was g0
leagues wide. Suppofing that he had pafled into the northern
ocean, and aftually difcovered the objet of his expedition, he
returned to Acapulco in the latter end of the fame year. After
waiting two years in expeétation of a reward from the viceroy,
De Fuca went to Spain, where he waited fome confiderable
time, without meeting with any compenfation for his difcove-
ries, and it appears that his refidence in Spain was under coer-

cion ; for when he left it, he fet out by ftealth, with an intention
of returning to his own country. At Venice he gave an account
of this voyage to one Dowlafs, an Englifh mariner, who gave the
narrative to Mr. Michael Lock. De Fuca offered to command

any expedition in the fervice of England, on confideration of
being reimburled a confiderable fum which he faid he had loft
{fome years before, when in an Acapulco fhip taken by Caven-

difh. This fum, which was 60,000 ducats, being {o very confi-
derable, his offer was not immediately accepted, and he appears
to have died before {ufficient arrangements could be made, to

enter into any other agreement with him (%).

Thefe difcoveries were admitted into the maps of that period ;
but as there were feveral parts of his account which appeared to
be fabulous, the whole became in procefs of time to be difcre-
dited, and moft of the latter geographers have thought proper

K to
(4) Fox’s N. W, Fox, Purchas Pilgrims, Book IV. part 3,
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to rejeét it. That great navigator, Captain Cook, was too much
led away by the current of general opinion, and De Fuca’s vera-
city continued to be doubted fo late as the year 1787, when the
commanders of fome Englifh veflels, fitted out with a view to
commercial advantages only, had the fatisfaétion of doing juftice
to his memory. They found thele ftraits fituated about a degree
more to the northward than De Fuca reported them to be, and
the entrance was found not much more than half the extent
he reprelents ; but there cannot be the lealt doubt of the inlet
being the fame, as they faw an ifland, with a remarkable pin-
nacle rock, off the point of land forming the fouth fhore of the
ftrait, exattly as it is defcribed in the accounts of De Fuca’s
voyage. I—iaving vifited this coaft without any intention of pro-
ceeding upon dilcoveries, this inlet was not examined beyond
fifteen leagues within the entrance. At that diftance a clear and
extenfive horizon was feen, as far as the eye could reach to the
eaftward, Their commercial concerns prevented them from
making a more accurate examination; but at the fame time an
American veflel, in the fame trade, followed their track, and the
mafter of her reported, that he navigated eight degrees of la-
titude in a confiderable fea, the full extent of which he could
not determine (Z). In confirmation of this, Mr. Duncan, who
then commanded a fmall floop at Nootka, fays, that while he
was in the entrance of the flrait, he was fully convinced of fome

confiderable extent of water beyond it, as, in one part, he found

the
(i) Vide Mears’ Voyages to the North Weft Coait of America.
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the flood tide to come from the eafltward. The extent of this fea
can only be determined by future obfervations, and any opinion
that may be formed, in the prefent day, mufl be founded upon
conjetture; but there are certainly ftrong reafons to {fuppole, that

it extends a confiderable diftance to the fouthward, as well as to

the northward, communicating perhaps with the fea of Quivira,

The earlier tranfattions of the Spaniards in the weltern world
have been recorded by a variety of hiftorians, who have uni-

formly agreed, that the province of Quivira is fituated to the
north of New Mexico, and is bounded by a large extent of wa-

ter to the weftward (£).

To difcover this fea, was an objeft much.defired by the Court
of France, during the whole time they were in poffeflion of Loui-
fiana For this purpofe, the miffionaries, diftributed along the

banks of the Miflifipi, were diretted to gain all the information
in their power from the natives of their different miffions, It will
not be digrefling too much from the fubjet, to make fome ex-

trafts from the publication which contains their reports. -

It appears that the Sioux, Qutaouacs, and feveral other na-
tions, agree, that * fome of the rivers, which have their fource
“ in the mountains at the head of the Miffifipi, take a weftern
“ courfe, and, after running through a country inhabited by men

K2 who

(#) Vide Herrera,~Gomara,=~De Laet.
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« who have beards, live in fortified towns, and are armed and -
¢ cloathed like Europeans, fall into the fea, or great lake, which

¢ is full of large veflels very different from their canoes (/).

Father Marquette, in particular, a miflionary among the Ou-
taouacs, found out the fource of a river, which, from its courfe,
is called the River of the Welt, * at the mouth of which, the fa-

“ vages told him, they had feen four large veflels under fail(m).”

Father Charlevoix fays, that a Miamis Squaw informed him,
“ fhe had been carried by a party of the Sioux to a village of

¢ that nation, which bordered on the fea (n).”

And Fatiler Hennepin was told by fome of the Sioux who live
to the weftward, that, * from the mountains which form the

“ fource of the Miffouri, veffels might be feen failing on the
“ fea (0).”

-

Monfieur Buache mentions a letter he received from the Sieur
Dumont, who was employed by the French Court for more than
twenty years, in furveying Louifiana, In this letter he informed

him,

() Vide Relation de 1a Nouvelle France de I’an. 1632, 1641, 1666, &c.

(=) 1bidem, Relation de 1’ an. 1670,

(n) Vide Journal du Pere Charlevoix 1744, Lettre xxviii,

(¢) Father Hennepin’s Relation, 1698,
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him, ¢ that he had been guided in 1722 by a map, given to him
« by M. Bienville, commandant of New Orleans. This was made
“ for the direftion of the Spanifh caravan from New Mexico to
¢ the Miffouri, having been taken by fome of the Miflouri In-

‘¢ dians among the baggage of fome Spaniards whom they made
¢ prifoners, and prefented by them to the commandant at Fort

« Illinois. Upon this map was reprefented the coaft of a fea,

« which they approached near to in their route ( #).”

The Indians who come down to trade at the fa&tories in Hud-
fon’s Bay, likewife concur in fimilar reports, of a large fea being

to the fouth-welt, the coaft of which is inhabited by people who

have beards, and who fail from one place to another in fhips (¢).

And in further confirmation, the Canadians who are em-

ployed in colle€ting furs on the northern lakes, have found ftray
horfes, which have been marked with Roman letters on the
haunches, and the Indians have bartered with them, weapons

ap' arently of European manufatture (7).

So many accounts received at various times, and from In-

dians who are fo very diftantly fituated from each other, leave
us

(#) Buache Confiderations Géograph. et Phyf. Paris, 1753, p. 36.
(¢) Ellis’ Voyage, 8vo. 1748, p. 304.

(r) Umfreville’s prefent State of Hudfon’s Bay, p, 178.
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us no room to doubt of fome foundation for their reports; but to
account for the particular circumftances of men having beards,
(which is contrary to the cuftom of all other Indian nations of
America, who pluck them out) and of their navigating the fea
with fhips carrying fails, it has been fuppofed, that the Spaniards
have fettlements not far from the fources of the Miflifipi and
Miflouri rivers, or, at leaft, that they have traders fent from
New Mexico, among the nations on the borders of the Englifh
{ettlements ; but even before the Spaniards were in pofleffion of

New Mexico, or what they call their Miflion of Santa Fe, we

have fimilar accounts.

For independent of the information brought by Coronadé and
Alarcon, in 1540, which has been taken notice of before; when
D’ Efpejo, in 1583, penetrated into the fame country by another
route, from Vera Cruz in the Gulph of Mexico, by means of
the Rio Bravo, or North River, he found, that to the north-
ward, beyond the mountains, was a nation of Indians, who were
drefled fomewhat after the European fafhion, and who lived in
towns on the borders of a great lake, or fea (s). Hence it is
very clear, that, before the Spaniards fettled to the northward of
Old Mexico, there were nations who dwelt in towns, on the
borders of a weftern fea, or lake, which they navigated in veflels
larger than common canoes, drefling themfelves in cloaths, which
made them appear like Europeans, and defending themfelves

' againft
() Ii.‘aet. lib. 7. ch. 22, 23, 24.

r
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againft their invaders, in a manner unufual to what had beern

found among the nations through which they had palled before,

I fhall here venture to offer an opinion, which may not meet
the entire approbation of every one of my readers; but {uch ad-
vances have been made, of late years, in the {cience of geogra-
phy, that we are daily led to examine, with firict attention,
accounts which have been exploded for want of fufficient infor-
mation. This has been the cafe with the hiftory of Madoc,
or Madog’s voyage from Wales to America. It is well known
that the Welch Chronicles make mention of his leaving that

country, on account of fome quarrel with his brothers, and on

his return, he gave an account of a new country, which he had

difcovered acrofs the weltern ocean, to form a fettlement in

which, he afterwards failed with ten fhips, but never returned(#).

I fhall not enter into any arguments, to defend this narrative
againft the obje€tions which have been offered, on account of

the polari'ty of the magnet not having been-applied to the pur-
pofes of navigation in thofe days, without which it has been ad-
vanced, he could not have fucceeded, either in returning to
| Wales,

(#) This happened towards the end of the twelfth centary, and is recorded in the poems of
Meredydh ap Rhys, who flourithed in the year 1470; of Gutwin Owen, in 1480; and
Cynfrig ap Gronw, near the fame period. Thefe bards preceded the expedition of Colam-
bus, and relate, or allude to, that of Madoc, as an event well known, and aniverfally re-
ceived, to have happened three hundred years before. Vide Jones’s Mufical Relics of the
‘Welch Bards, p. 19+ and Humfrey Lhuyd, Welch Chron, p. 228,

71

Remarks on the
Padoucas or Welch
Indians,



-3

=

"MEMOIR ON THE

Wales, or finding the country on his return. I fhall reft myfelf
entirely upon the opinion which is now entertained of the au-

thenticity of the account,

No traces of this colony were found for many years after
fettlements were made in America; but fubfequent refearches
have brought to light a very numerous tribe, in a fertile country

on the banks of the Upper Miffouri, the people of which are

white, and are a diftint fpecies from the aborigines who fur-
round them. They are likewife faid to have written records of
their defcent, and many remains of European manners. To

this nation the French have given the name of Padoucas. Per-
fons verfed in the Welch language fay, that Madoc’s followers

would have been denominated Madogwys; now, when we con-
fider that the French have always been famed for adapting
names to their own vernacular idiom, and by that means ren-

dering them very different from the original pronunciation, we

may be led to conclude, that Padoucas is the fame name, with
the alteration of the initial letter, but to which they have given

their own termination of cas, inftead of the Welch guwys,

(people) (u).

Father Charlevoix obferves, from the information he received,

“ that the Padoucas, and their neighbours the Panis, are fituated

very

() Gentleman’s Magazine, vol., for :79&.
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very near the coaft of the weftern fea (x). That thole coafts
were formerly inhabited by other nations, we have two evi-
dences to produce. In the firft place, according to fome of the
miflionaries, “ the Illinois,” before the French arrived in Louifi-

ana, “ were {eated near the fea to the wefltward, from whence
* they were driven by their enemies ( y).” And we are informed,

in another place, by Charlevoix, “ that not only the Illinois,

« but likewife the Miamis, came from the fea coaft to the weft-

“ ward (z).”

Comparing thefe circumftances with the others, I fhall venture
to take it for granted, (without entering into any further argu-
ments on their migrations from the eaftern coaft, where they
mufl have landed, fo far into the country,) that the Padoucas are

defcended from the people who went over with Madoc. Being
fituated fo contiguous to the weftern fea, it is natural to fuppofe,

that a people, accuftomed to navigation, would turn their atten-
tion to the advantages of their {ituation; f{o that we can by thefe

means, not only account for the men with beards, and horfes
marked with Roman letters, without having recourfe to the fup-

pofition that the Spaniards have fettlements further to the north-
L ward

(¥) Didlionnaire Géograph. de la Martenicre. Ed. 1741 at Word Miffouri,

(y) Relation de la nov. France, I’ an. 1670, 1671.

(z) Joumal du Pere Charlevoix, 1744, Lettre xx.
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ward than is generally agreed upon in Europe (a); but likewife,
allowing for the prejudices of the times, give fome credit to the
report of Coronado having feen large fhips, loaded with mer-
chandize, without fuppofing, with him and fome later authors,

that they were from China or Japan (4).

The jealouly of the Spaniards, and the great precautions which
they took while the French were in pofleflion of Loutfiana, left
they fhould penetrate to the weftward by means of the Miffouri,
gives great room to fuppole, that they meant to conceal that
part of the continent from the knowledge of other nations.
They made feveral attempts to gain the command of the Mif-
fouri, which is reported to be navigable 1300 miles from its
jun&ion with the Miflifipi. In one of thefe attempts, the map,
which I have before taken notice of on the authority of Monf.
Buache, fell into the hands of the Indians, who gave it to the
commandant at Fort Illinois. What they were not able to effeét
by force, they gained by the policy of the family compaét, and
the Miflifipi is now a barrier againt the intrufions of their neigh-
bours; but, perhaps, the rapid advances which the back fettlers
are making in the United States will foon tranfgrefs the boun-

" dary,

() This circumftance is worthy the attention of government ; for the late convention with
Spain confines the limits of our trade on the coaft, to the northward of where the Spaniards
are already fettled. This is an indefinite term, and may give rife to a future queftion of
right.  As their northern fettlement is at St. Francifco, in California, that fhould have been
fixed as the extent of their boundary.

{4) Vide Memoire Delifle {ur la Mer de 1’Oueft.
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dary, and what the French were unable or unwilling to do, the
Americans will effet in the courfe of a fhort time, and by that

means extend their empire to the other {ea.

Before I conclude this account, I fhall juft take notice, that
when De Fuca obferves he had failed into the north fea, we are
not to fuppofe, as fome authors have done, that thereby he
meant the Atlantic, and intended to convey an idea that he had
pafled from the wellern to the eaftern fide of the continent. It
is very clear that the frozen ocean to the northward of the con-
tinent of America, is the fea which he calls the north fea, whence
we are led to conclude, that there muft be a communication be-
tween them. This appears to be corroborated by modern obfer-
vation, if the éccounp can be depended upon, that Sir John
Macpherfon, when at the Cape of Good Hope, was informed by
fome Spaniards of an inlet in the latitude of 47 deg. 45 min.
north, which was navigated in twenty-feven days, as far as the

vicinity of Hudfon’s Bay.,

The veil of myftery, which was thrown for a number of years
over this account, being removed, we may prefume that it
could not long fail to draw the attention of the Spanifh govern-
ment ; and we might even venture to rifk an opinion, that the
fucceeding voyages of the Spaniards were made in confequence
of this difcovery, inftead of having a reference entirely, as the
Spanifh hiftorians would have us believe, to the expeditions of
Drake and Cavendifh,
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Within four years after the return of De Fuca a {quadron was
fitted out under Sebaftian Vizcaino; but for want of provifions,
and having loft feventeen of his men, he did not go more than
100 leagues to the northward of Mazatlan on the coaft of New

Spain.

Cabrera Bueno, an Admiral in the Spanifh fervice, publifhed
a folio volume on fpeculative and prattical navigation, at Ma-
nilla, in the year 1734. In one of the chapters, containing
“ Direttions from Cape Mendocino, towards the port of Aca-
“ pulco, along-fhore,” {peaking of the port of San Francifco, he

fays, “ To the fouth fouth-weft of this port are {ix or {even {mall

“ Farellons, of different fizes, Iittle‘ more than a league in cir-
“ cuit; in coming from Cape Mendocino for this port, being fix
“ leagues of the point to fouth-eaft by fouth, you will make the
“ Punta de los Reyes, and fee the Farellons, which is a good
“ mark to know it. Here the fhip St, Auguftin was loft in 1595,

“ on difcovery, and the caufe of her lofs was more in thofe on

“ board than by ftrels of weather.” This is the only account we

have of this voyage.

A voyage is faid to have been made in the year 1598. The
only account we have of it is from a memoir read at a meeting
of the Academy of Sciences at Paris, Nov. 13, 1790, by Mr.
Buache, Geographer to the French King. The fubftance of this
memoir is, that M, De Mendoza, a Captain in the Spanifh navy,

employed
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employed to form a colleétion for the ufe of that fervice, having =52
{earched various archives, found an account of this voya ge,
which was made under the command of Lorenzo Ferrer de Mal-
donado. From an infpeétion of this journal it appears, that
when he arrived in latitude Go deg. north, and longiugﬁlg; 325
deg. ealt from Ferro, he {leered to the we_:ﬂ:ward, leavs,.s Hud-
{fon’s Bay to the fouth, and Baffin’s Bay to the north, and in the

latitude 65 deg. north, and longitude 297 deg. eaft from Ferro,
(from which meridian the longitude is reckoned through the
whole journal) he altered his courfe to the northward, failing
through, what he calls, the Straits of Labrador, until he found
himfelf in latitude 76 deg. north, and longitude 278 deg. eaft, in
the frozen ocean; he then held his courfe fouth-weft, and pafled

through the ftrait which feparates Afia from America. In lati-
tude 6o deg. north, and longitude 235 eafl, he entered the fouth
{ea, naming the ftrait through which he paffed Anian, but which

Mr. Buache would have called Ferrer’s Straits, in memory of its

difcoverer.

Thefe three voyages appear to have been conneéted with each
other, and to have had the fame objett in view, and it will not
be prefuming too much to fuppofe, that they were fitted out in
the fame year. The diftance of time, and the inaccuracy of the
hiftorians in refpeft to the dates, give fome fupport to this opi-_
nion; for notwithftanding Bueno fays, that the St. Auguftin was
loft near Port San Francifco, in 1595, yet Mr, Dalrymple has

given
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given a copy of a chart of the weft coaft of California, from a
Spanith manufcript, in his account of the fettlements at San
Diego and Monte Rey, where thele rocks are laid down, with
this remark, “ Farellones donde fe perdio el navio St. Augufiin,

“ 150:"" Here is a difference of three years in the two accounts;

but as i..¢ date in Bueno is in figures, and as Mr. Dalrymple re-

‘marks, that his publication is in many places very obfcure, I

fhall venture to place the moft dependence upon the chart, and

fix it in 1598, the fame year in which Maldonado failed from
Europe.

From thele premifes I fhall venture to draw the conclufion,
that, in confequence of De Fuca’s report, the Court of Madrid
was determined to fearch for the paffage, which his voyage had
rendered probable, by three different tracks. While Vizcaino
proceeded through the Gulph of California, and the commander
of the fhip St. Auguftin, whofe name is not handed down to us,
{furveyed the weftern coaft of the continent, Maldonado was dif-

patched from Europe, to feek for an opening on the eaftern fide,
where confiderable inlets had been feen in the then recent expe-

ditions of Frobifher and Davis.

The Count of Monte Rey, viceroy of Mexico, by order of
the Court of Spain, difpatched Vizcaino on a fecond voyage,
with orders to fearch for a fafe port on the weft coaft of Califor-
nia, where the fhips from Manilla, which, in their return to New

Spain,
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Spain, ufually made Cape Mendocino, might either find fhelter
from the ftrong northerly winds, or refuge from an enemy. For
this purpofe, he failed on the 2d of May, 1602, from Acapulco,
with three fhips and a pinnace, and coafted within fight of the
fhore as high as Cape Mendocino. During the voyage they dif-
covered the ports of San Diego, in 32 deg. 30 min. and Monte
Rey, in g6 deg. 40 min. north latitude (¢). Cape Mendocino was
the extent of Vizcaino’s voyage; as from ficknels among his
crew he was obliged to return. He difpatched, however, the
pinnace under Martin Aguilar, who faw the cape calI.cd Cape
Blanco, in 43 deg. north latitude, near to which, it is faid, he

difcovered a confiderable opening, which has been retained in

fome charts under the name of Aguilar.

The lateft maps leave an opening near Cape Blanco, and the
map which illuftrates the journal of the Spanifh fettlements at

San Diego and Monte Rey, places Rio de los Reyes in 43 deg.
the fituation of Aguilar’s opening. From the obfervations of the
Englifh veflels in the fur trade in thofe parts, it is highly pro-
bable that there are f{everal openings to the fouthward of De
Fuca’s Straits, as the whole of the coaft appears to be broken

land,

(<) Thefe difcoveries of Vizcaino were never taken pofleflion of until the years 1769 and
1770 ; when the Court of Spain having received information of the repeated attempts of the
Ruffians upon the north weft coaft of America, the viceroy of New Spain eftablifhed forts
both at San Diego and Monte Rey, with an intention to guard that part of the empire from
infult. The journals of thefe eftablifhments were lately publifhed by Mr, Dalrymple, from
a manufcript communicated by the late hiftorian Dr. Robertfon,
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land, with very extenfive founds, forming, in all probability, an
archipelago from De Fuca’s Straits to Cape Blanco, fimilar to
what has been found to the northward, communicating with an

inland fea.

One Thomas Peche, in 1676, is faid to have failed 120 leagues
within the Straits of Anian, intending to return to England that
way; but the feafon being far advanced, and the wind continuing
to the northward, he was obliged to defift, and return by Cape
Horn, in the year 1677. As there are no accounts of any aftro-
nomical obfervations, we cannot determine in what latitude he
entered thefe firaits. However, it appears, that he found the
current, along the coaft of California, to {et north-ealt from Cape
Mendocino more than twenty leagues within the channel. From
this obfervation, if any opinion be formed, it will lead us to
fuppofe, that Aguilar’s Inlet about Cape Blanco is the place

where he entered ; and in thofe charts which make California to

be an ifland, the coaft between thefe two capes is laid down in

that direftion.

Several authors have given accounts of a paflage having been
effeCted between the two feas; no reliance, however, is to be
placed upon their informations; but for the fake of taking fome
notice of every thing which has come to my knowledge relating
to the fubje&, I fhall juft obferve, that in 1568, it is faid, Salva-
tierra, a Spaniard, landing in Ireland, in his paffage home from

the
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the Weft Indies, informed the Lord Lieutenant, that a paflage
had been found, and atually paffed, about 12 years before, by
one Andreas Urdanietta, and that he had feen a map on which

the paflage was delineated.

Bergeron fays, that in the reign of Queen Elizabeth reports of
fome Portugueze having failed between the two feas were preva-

lent ; in particular, that an Admiral named Garcias Loaria, in
the reign of Charles the Fifth, paffed from the Moluccas by the
coafts of Newfoundland and Labrador, and it appears, that But-
ton, in his memorial to King James, recited fome other fuch in-
ftances (d). And Charlevoix relates, that a fhip from Acapulco,
being driven by a ftorm' out of her courfe, about the year 160q,
pafled into the Atlantic: but the King of Spain ordered the
pilot’s journals to be burnt, for fear other nations fhould get in-

telligence of her route (e).

All thefe accounts are mere vague affertions, without any in-

ternal evidence to warrant their authenticity. This is not the
cafe, however, with the voyage of Maldonado, which we have
noticed on the authority of Monf. Buache, as the latitudes and

longitudes are marked in feveral places; and the charaéter of
Mr. Buache is fo well known, that whatever information we re.

M ceive

(4) Pere Bergeron, Traité des Navigat. p. 129.

(¢) Pere Charlevoix les Faftes Chron, du Nouveau Monde. 1744.
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ceive from the authority of a man fo highly diftinguifhed as a
geographer, certainly deferves attention ; but it is impoffible to
fay, how far hg‘ might have been impofed upon, and the world
may be led to fufpend their opinion until they receive fome fur-

ther evidence, particularly when it is recollected, that M. de la
Lande, a man equally high in the eftimation of the literary
world, was {o far deceived as to publifh, in the Journal des Sca-
vans for November, 1773, a letter on the fame {ubjeét, wh‘ich

ftated, that Baron von Uhlefield, in a Danifh fhip of war, had
pafled from Hudfon’s Bay, and returned by the ftraits of Le Maire,

between the years 1769 and 1773. The relpetability of the com-

munication, however, carries with it fuch weight, that when I
firft faw the account, I could not help examining it with the later
difcoveries, which are more fully authenticated. I found fuch a

general concurrence of circumftances in. its favour, as to leave

very little room in my own mind to doubt of its credibility.

If we attend to the track which appears to have been purflued
by this navigator, we fhall find, that he failed through Hudfon’s

Straits, between the latitudes 6o and 65 degrees north, after
which he pafled through the opening between the Cumberland
Ifles of Davis and the land of Point Comfort, which he named
the Straits of Labrador, and in latitude 76 deg. north, and lon.
gitude 278 deg. eaft from Ferro, or 260 deg. ealt from Green-

wich, found himfelf in the frozen ocean.

Now
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Now the only evidence we have of the exiftence of that confi-
derable extent of {ea called Baffin’s Bay, is from the journal of
its difcoverer (f). The chart which accompanied his journal is
loft, and the maps we have of that part of America have been
framed from his relation, in which the latitudes may nearly ap-
proach to the truth, but the longitudes muft certainly be inde-
terminate. The latitude in which Maldonado entered the frozen
ocean, is nearly the fame in which Lancafter’s Sound is placed
in the maps of the Bay, and the longitudes are {o nearly corref-
ponding, as to leave us little room to doubt of its being the fame
inlet. This inlet is faid by Baffin to be of very confiderable ex-
tent, and from the fituation of the coaft firetches away to the
weftward ; but he takes no further notice of it, than that fuch
an inlet does exift in nearly that latitude and longitude. I fhall,
as I proceed, have further occafion to fpeak of this inlet feen by
Baffin, and fhall then endeavour to prove, that the name of
Lancafter, which was given to it, was in confequence of the
information he brought to Europe, on his return from India, of
a voyage having been made from Europe to the Japanefe feas

by this route.

Thus far we are able to follow his courfe with fome degree of
precifion; as from Baffin’s account we have fome little authority,
from whence we may fix a foundation for our arguments; but
after entering the frozen ocean, we have lefs to guide us, and are

M2 * neceffarily
(/) Vide Obfervations on Gillam’s Voyage, page 38.
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neceflarily led to have recourfe to conjefture. Aware of the in-
accuracies which often attend arguments fo {lightly founded, I
{hall endeavour to be careful, and not permit myfelf to be car-

ried beyond the bounds of reafonable probability.

After leaving Baffin’s Bay, in latitude 76 deg. north, and lon-
gitude 260 deg. eaflt from Greenwich, he fteered a fouth.weft

courfe the whole way, until he entered the fouth fea, in latitude

6o deg. north. The coaft of the American continent, bordering
upon the frozen ocean, muft confequently continue in a fimilar
direétion. To afcertain this, we have but two authorities to pro-
duce upon which we can with any degree of certainty rely; for
between Iéy Cape to the weft, the extent of Cook’s difcoveries,
and Baffin’s Bay to the eaft, there are only two places where
the frozen ocean has been feen. The fea has been difcovered
where the copper mine river difcharges itlelf, in the latitude
of 71 degrees nofth, and which, as I have before obferved,
was fuppofed by Mr. Hearne,.in 1772, to be nea-rly in the lon-
gitude of 240 deg. eaft. The difference of latitude and longitude
between the mouth of this river, and the place where he left
Baffin’s Bay, will give a fouth-weft courfe, and it may be infer-
red that the intermediate lands follow in fome degree that di.

retion.

It has been remarked before, that the French, when in poffel-
fion of Canada, pufhed their trade [o far to the northward, by

means
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means of the interior lakes, as to oblige the Hudfon’s Bay Com-
pany to eftablifh inland pofts, to preferve their connettions with
the Indians. Since England has been in pofleffion of that pro-
-vince, and more particularly fince the peace in 1783, the Cana-

dian fur trade has been carried on to an aftonithing extent, by
means of a company formed at Montreal for that purpofe. The

Perfons emploved by this company have traverfed the interior
part of the continent, in f{earch of furs, as far to the northward
as ;lxe latitude 62 north, and have fixed faftories upon that very
extenfive lake, which was croffed by Mr. Hearne in his return
to Churchill from the copper mine river, in the year 1772, and
called by him the Arathapelcow Lake, but which they have
named the Great Slave Lake.

The faftories were eflablifhed for the fake of carrying on a
more extenfive trade with the natives. The perfons who were
left to winter at thefe polls were informed by the Indians, that a
river, which had its fource at the north-weft end of the lake,

difcharged itfelf into the fea, which was at no great diflance, to
the northward. To alcertain the thdth of this report, was confi-
dered to be an objett worthy their attention; for this purpofe, a
Mr. M‘Kenzie was difpatched in the fummer of the year 1789, with
fome of the natives, in feveral canoes, to gain all the information
in his power. By permiffion of Simon M‘Tavifh, Efg; his jour-
nal was fubmitted to the infpettion of Mr, Arrowlmith, who has
delineated his track on the map of the world which he has lately

publifhed.

Vifit the Frezen
Ocean in latitude
Gg deg. 14 min.
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publifbed, It appears that he found a fiee navigation from the
lake to the fea, the river being feveral fathoms deep, except at
its mouth, where it 1s divided into feveral branches, with only
five feet of water in the channels. Two rapids were formed in
two different parts of the river, from the current being confined
between the rocks; but thefe were found to be navigable. There
were feveral fmall iflands near the mouths of the river, and to

the largeft of them he gave the name of Whale Ifland, from the
great numbers found there. Upon this ifland he ereted a poft

to record his difcovery, with the latitude, which was found to be
69 deg. 14 min. north, his own name, the number of men and

canoes, and the date, 12th July, 1789, marked upon it. He fup-
pofes the ifland to.be about 225 deg. eaft from the meridian of

Greenwich. He appears to be fully fatisfied that it has a com-
munication with the fea, as he obferved the water to rife and

fall by the fhore feveral inches.

e While the geographers of Europe were warmly engaged in a
of Kwempfer,

difpute about the vicinity of the two continents, fome contend-
ing that they were feparate‘d'by a large extent of fea, and others
afferting that they were jdined to each other, the Chinefe and
Japanefe appear to have been well acquainted with the northern
parts of both countries. It is well known that thefe nations for-
merly extended their voyages to a greater diftance than they are
accuflomed to at prefent, and it has been faid that the mariners
compals was known in China long before it was ufed in Europe,

fome
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fome perfons contending that it was brought from thence by
Marco Polo, or fome other traveller ; and Mon[. Guignes, in a
memoir read before the Academy of Belle Lettres and Inferip-
tions at Paris, upon the navigation of the Chinefe in America,
fuppoles that they even vifited the eaftern fhores of the Pacific

Ocean fo early as the fifth or fixth century, near the latitude 53
deg. north, to which they gave the name of Fou-Sang.

The Japanele were acquainted with the peninfula of Kamt-
chatka, under the name of Oku-Jefo, long before it was known
to-the Ruflians; and Kempfer, in his hiftory of Japan, fays,
“ that a jonk, difpa‘tched from one of the eaftern ports about the
“ year 1680, difcovered a large country between 40 and 50 deg.
¢ north latitude, which he fuppofes to be America, where they
“ found a fafe harbour, in which they pafled the winter, and re-

“ turned the next year to Japan (g).”

During his refidence in that country, Kempfer likewile ob-

tained a map of the world, which being afterwards prefented to
Sir Hans Sloane, is now depofited with the reft of his colletion
in the Britifh Mufeum. Japan is placed in the centre of the
map, which is oval, and it appears to have been conftruéted
from the joint knowledge of the Chinefe and Japanefe geogra-
phers, aflifted, perhaps, by the European miflionaries; as the
names are written partly in one, and partly in the other lan-

guage.
(&) Kampfer's Hiftory of Japan, Vel. L. p. 59.
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guage. Its date has been generally fixed fomewhere about the

conclufion of the 16th century, Monf. Buache f{uppoling it to
have been laid down after one made by Father Ricci, for the
Court of Pekin, im the year 1585(4).

According to this map, the north-weft part of the American
continent extends from Icy Cape, feen by Cook, as high as 82
deg. north (z), between which and the land forming the north-
caltern part of Baffin’s Bay, the fea makes a large gulph, which
extends as far fouth as 68 deg. 3go min. north. Mr. M‘Kenzie
having alcertained the exiflence of the fea at the mouth of his
river, is a circumflance which ftamps a credit upon this map,
and gives us much reafon to pay it greater attention. This large
gulph is again divided into two inlets, one of which goes into
G5 deg. and the other as far as 62 deg. go min. north latitude,
As Mr. M‘Kenzie’s own oblervations confirm the Japanefe geo-

graphy of this part, in refpeét to the large gulph, fo the infor-

mation he received from the Indians, during his journey, gives

great credit to the two inlets; as about the latitude 66 deg,

north, he was informed, that the fea, or great lake, was at no
great diftance both to the eaft and weft of the river. Through
the welternmolft inlet, which extends into 62 deg. 30 min. north
latitude, I fuppofe Maldonado to have paffed.

Having
(4) Buache’s Confideration Géograph. et Ph. p. 47.

Quere. Does not this ftamp fome credit upon the relation of David Melguer having failed
to €4 deg. north, and then paffed between Greenland and Spitzbergen ¢ Vide p. 14.
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Having {ucceeded thus far in tracing the coaft in a fouth.weft
diretion, between Baffin’s Bay and the copper mine river, from
the authentic teftimony of Mr. Hearne’s journal, and having like-
wife produced very confiderable authority, by means of the Ja-
panele map, corroborated by Mr. M‘Kenzie’s. obfervation and
information, that it follows the fame direétion as far as the lati-
tude 62 deg. 3o min. north, there only remain two degrees and
an half of latitude to complete the connetion between the two
feas, and to add full authenticity to the voyage of the Spanifh
navigator. This fhort diftance muft be totally left to conjetture;
but I hope to bring feveral arguments, deduced from [uch con-

curring circumftances, as will carry with them a very confider-

able degree of probability, in fupport of it.

Maldonado fﬁys, that after having pafled the frozeln ocean, he
failed through a ftrait, which he named the Straits of Anian, into
the Pacific Ocean. This part of the track is not corroborated

“by the Japanefe geographers, as the inlet, which we have before
noticed upon their authority, terminates, according to their map,
in 62 deg. 3o min. north ; but Captain Cook, among his difco-
veries on the north-weft coaft of America, vifited a found, which
was named Prince William’s Sound, the entrance to which is in
6o degr‘ces north latitude, extending more than a degree and an
half to the northward. This opening is exaétly in the latitude, and
nearly in the fame longitude, as the weftern part of the Straits of
Anian, where Maldonado is faid to have completed his paflage.

N In

Obfervations on
Cook’s account of
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In another place I have juft obferved, how unfortunate it is
for the caufe of geography, that Captain Cook fhould have fuf-
fered himfelf to be fo much prejudiced, againft the accounts of
inlets having been feen in thefe latitudes, as not to deviate from
his immediate courfe, to prove or difprove their exiftence. Dur-
ing the time he was in this found, it was more particularly appa-
rent. There was an opening obferved, extending confiderably
to the northward of the place where the fhips were anchored. In
order to examine this opening, one of the boats was difpatched
under the command of Captain Gore, who was then the firft
Lieutenant of the Refolution. On his return, he reported, that
he had feen an inlet in the direftion of north-eaft, through which

‘he thought there was a probability of a paffage; but Captain

Roberts, who was then one of the mates, and who was fent in
the boat to take the bearings of the lands, differed from the

Lieutenant, as he fuppofed he had feen its termination.

Being anxious to arrive at the place of his deftination, he

declined further refearches to reconcile this difference of opi-
nion. The flood coming from the weftward, is one of the rea-
fons which he gives for not proceeding up the found, which,
although he does not allow it to be a pofitive fign of there
being no paflage, yet he remarks, is a ftrong argument againft
it. Sailing up the Englifh Channel as far as the Ifle of Wight
in fearch of a paflage, and finding the flood flill coming from

the weftward, would equally make againft any opening between

Dover.
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Dover and Calais. Arguments drawn from the tides have here-
tofore been made ufe of both for and againft a paffage; but
have been generally exploded fince the difpute between Middle-
ton and Dobbs; I am therefore furprized that this able naviga-

tor fhould have had recourfe to them.

Thus the fhort diftance between the northernmoft part of
Prince William’s Sound and the latitude 62 deg. 3o min. north,
which is not much more than 100 miles, is the only part of the
coaft, to afcertain the line of which we have no authority ; yet
this is the very fpot where Maldonado found the ftrait, which he
called the Straits of Anian.

I muft now appeal to the candour of my readers, and beg
their indulgence to advance fome arguments, which, being
founded upon conjefture, want that fupport the journals of
Hearne and the Canadian traders, compared with the Japanefe
map, have afforded me in the preceding pages, in order to prove,
that the Straits of Anian, through which he failed from the fro-
zen ocean into the fouth feas, are fituated in the latitude where
one of the Japanefe inlets appears to terminate, At the fame
time, I fhall make fome obfervations in {upport of an opinion,
that the feveral attempts made by this country in fearch of a
north-welt paffage, from 1598, the date of his voyage, until the
Hudfon’s Bay Company was founded by charter, were fet on foot
in confequence of fome information received of his fuccefs. In

N 2 order
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order to do this, I muft advert to the account of Lancafter’s fe-

cond voyage to the Eaft Indies.

It is well known, that the fhip in which he returned being
likely to founder near the Cape, he diretted the commander of
the veflel which was in company, to proceed home with his dif-
patches, the purport of which was, after affuring his owners that
every thing {hould be done to fave the fhip, * that the paflage to
“ the Eaft Indies was in the north-weft of America, in latitude 62
“ deg. 30 min, north,” By great perfeverance, and unremitted
endeavours, he kept the fhip above water, and arrived fafe in
England. What reafons he gave for fuppofing the paflage to be
in that latitude have not been handed down to us; but it has
been conjeétured, that fome Portugueze failing along the coaft of
Japan, went a confiderable diftance to the north-eaft, from whence
he was led to conclude, that Lumley’s Inlet, which had been

feen by Davis in his laft voyage, afforded a profpeét of commu-

nication between the two oceans. It is very certain that Lum-
ley’s Inlet is in G2 deg. go min. north; but notwithflanding it
happens to be in the fame latitude in which he fays the paflage
is, yet its fituation does not correfpond with his account of its

being in the north-weft of America (7).

That

(i) The inlets which were afterwards feen on the weft coaft of Hudfon’s Bay, being in the
ame latitude, afforded ample room for fpeculation, until they were determined to be nothing
more than outlets from lakes in the interior part of the country,
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That Lancafter founded his opinion upon fome information
he had received in the Eaft Indies, is very obvious; and if I
be able to point out, that the navigators who were fent in fearch
of a pallage after his return followed the track, which we have

been endeavouring to -illuftrate, as far as circumftances would
- permit, in order to effeét the objett of their voyage, it will not

perhaps be ftretching the bounds of probability for me to fup-
pofe, that he had heard of Maldonado’s arrival in thole [eas, and

received fome account of his voyage.

To place this idea in a clearer light, and to bring this fubjeét
before the reader in one view, it will be neceflary to make a few

fhort obfervations on the {everal voyages, in the order in which

they were performed.

Frosisuer only pointed out the probability of a pallage,
from the deep inlets which he difcovered on the coaft to the

weltward of Greenland.

D’AVIS, who followed the fame track, being difappointed in
accomplifhing his objeét in the openings which he found near
the fame place, endeavoured to effet it more to the northward

in the open fea to the weft of Greenland.

WEvYMOUTH, in all probability, followed the fleps of his pre-
deceflors, It has however been aflerted, that he was fent out

n
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in confequence of the account brought by Lancafter; but if this
be admitted, and at the fame time it be allowed that his voyage
was made in 1602, we fhall be guilty of an anachronifm, which
cannot be eafily removed, as Lancafter did not return to Europe
before the end of 1603. If it fhould be argued, that he fent
home the information before he returned himfelf, it is not likely
that, in thofe days, he fhould have had any opportunity of con-
veying difpatches, excepting by fome of the fhips of his own
{quadron. Now his journal of this voyage, which is publifhed,
only makes mention of the return of one fhip, which was on the
oth of November, 1602, fome months after Weymouth had ar-

rived in England from his expedition.

Confidering thefe circumftances I am clearly of opinion, that
Weymouth’s, as well as the preceding expeditions of Davis and
Frobifher, was under the direttion of the united companies of

Turkey and Ruffia merchants; and that all the {ucceeding at-
tempts were under the direétion of the new chartered company

trading to the Eaft Indies. Now, as they had formerly been fo
repeatedly defeated, it is not likely that they would, in the very
infancy of their trade, have run the rifque of fo many expenfive
equipments, if they had not been well aflured of fuccels ; and it
will appear probable, by the following obfervations, that they
had only one objeét in view, which was to explore the opening
where Maldonado paffed from Hudfon‘s Straits into Baffin’s Bay,
forming a part of what he calls the Straits of Labrador.

To
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To enfure {uccels to this undertaking, it was neceflary to have
a perfon to command who had been accuftomed to thofe feas,
The Danes, about that time engaged in fearching after their an-
cient fettlements in Greenland, had employed the molt eminent
of our northern navigators for that purpofe. But it is one of
the charaéeriftics of an Englifh feamen, that he leaves his coun-
try with regret. Neceflity alone obliges him to enter into the
fervice of foreigners, and the pleafure with which he returns,
when an opportunity offers, is equal to the regret with which he
left it. As Weymouth, who had commanded the laft (hips on
that fer.vice, was then engaged in a voyage to Virginia, Knight,
returning from Denmark, was employed : the fame abilities which

obtained him a command with the Danes, recommended him to

the Eafl India Direftors.

KNIGHT was accbrdingly fent out as commander of their firflt
attempt, and that {o early after the eftablifhment of the com-
pany as 1606, which was within three years after Lancafter re-

turned from the Eaft Indies. The misfortunes attending this
voyage, from the ice driving him fo far to the fouthward, in one
inftance, and from his being killed by the natives, in the other,

totally prevented his inftruétions from being carried into exe-

cution,

Hupsox, in the fecond attempt, difcovering a fpacious open-

ing to the fouthward, was naturally led to trace its direétion ;
but
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but his unhappy fate alfo prevented him from following his in-

ftrutions, fo as to give us any idea of what was their purport.

BurTtoN, commander of the third, was, without the leaft
doubt, direted to profecute the unfinifhed difcoveries of his pre-
deceflor, as the company were naturally led to fuppole, that a
fea, fo very extenfive as that in which Hudfon had wintered,
afforded them {trong hopes of being able to accomplifh the ob-
jett of their equipment by fol‘lowing its direction,

Harwr was fitted out in the fame year as Button; but it is very
clear that it was by fome company which had no connettion
with Button’s employers ; as he was fitted out at Hull, and the

objeét of his voyage was merely commercial in fearch of minerals

and {eal fkins.

Gisnons, the fucceffor and relation of Button, who com-
manded the fourth equipment, met with the fame misfortunes

Knight did in the firft attempt, being drifted by the ice out of

his courle.

From the accidental circumftances which occurred in the pro-
fecution of thefe expeditions, we are deprived of any evidence
to prove, what was the objeét of their equipment; for notwith-
ftanding we have fome extrafls from their journals, yet we have
no records of what direétions were given to the different com-

manders,
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manders. The track followed by the perfons who commanded
the fucceeding voyages will, however, tend to clear up this
point, and the intention of the company be more evident, We
fhall have reafon to fuppofe, that the former inftrutions were
the fame, and that they were feverally founded upon the report

made by Lancallter, as I have before contended.

BarriN~If we compare Baffin’s account of his firft voyage
with that of Maldonado, he appears to have followed the fame
courfe, and to have gone as far as 65 deg. 25 min. north, in the

fame ftraits which the Spanifh navigator called the Straits of La-
brador. In the next, notwithftanding he followed a different
courfe, yet. in all probability he had the fame purpofe in view ;
for Davis having failed as far as latitude 72 deg. 20 min. north,
to the eaftward of Cumberland Ifles, and found an open fea, it
was likely that the objet of the voyage would be obiained in
an eafier way by profecuting his courfe, inftead of following
the narrow channels, where they had heretofore direted their
refearches. This idea is in fome meafure confirmed by the name

of Sir James Lancafter, which was given to one of the founds
difcovered during this voyage, fituated nearly in the fame place

where Maldonado muft have pafled from Baflin’s Bay into the

frozen ocean.

HAwxksBRIDGE, the account of whofe voyage is very imper-
fe@, failed however in the fame opening as far as 65 deg. north.
O The
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The difficulties attending the navigation of feas in fuch high la.
titudes, fuppofing a paflage pralicable, appears to have checked
the hopes of the company, and Hawksbridge’s expedition was
moft likely the laft they fitted out; but if we examine the jour-
nals of the three fucceeding voyages, we fhall find that their
principal objeét was the fame, viz. to find a paflage between the

Cumberland Ifles and the main.

Fox and James, before they proceeded into Hudlon’s Bay,
attempted to get to the northward of Carey Swan’s Neft; but

each of them were prevented by the ice. On their return, both
of them made a fecond attempt, Fox even penetrating, notwith-

ftanding the latenefs of the feafon, within the arétic circle.

GirraM, when he was fent by the fociety which afterwards ob-
tained the charter for the Hudfon’s Bay Company, went as far

as 75 deg. north, and if the obfervations which I have made on
his voyage be admitted (£), it is very apparent that his inltruc-
tions were fimilar to thofe of his predeceffors; as he not only

went as high as Lancafter’s Sound, but even failed into Baffin’s

Bay, by the fame inlet which Maldonado had before named the
Straits of Labrador (/).

The
(#) Vide Hiftorical Abridgement of Difcoveries, page 38.

() There is one circumftance in Torquemada’s account of Vizcaino’s fecond voyage,

which may lead us to fuppofe, that he was fent out in confequence of Maldonado’s difcovery,
He
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The few voyages which have been made fince that period
have been confined to the Welcome, and the exiflence of the
paflage in queftion feems not only to be doubted, but the origi-
nal caufe of the feveral attempts to pafs it appears to be totally
forgotten, This has happened in confequence of the orders
given by the Hudfon’s Bay Direftors, that none of their fhips
{hould go round the north end of Manfel’s Ifland, for fear of
their being hemmed in with the ice, which was ftritly obeyed,
even on the homeward bound paffage, fo late as 1735. And
according to Middleton’s account, All the north bay between
“ the north end of Manfells, Nottingham, Mill Ifles, Seahorfe

“ Point, and the North Main, are the places lalt clear of ice (m).”

How far policy might have guided the Direftors, when thele
orders were firft framed, the reader will judge for himfelf. If
Lancafter’s account were formed, as I have fuppofed, on Mal-

O:2 donado’s

He fays, that a fhort time before the death of Philip the Second a Dutch fhip failed by the
coaft of Newfoundland, and paffed into the fouth fea. Philip, on his death-bed, recom-
commended it to his fon Philip the Third to explore this difcovery ; for which purpofe he
difpatched Vizcaino, in 1602. Now this account is different from what is generally re-
ported of his voyage, (vide page 78) ; as, inftead of having been fent to fearch for a fafe
port on the coalt of California, he was evidently difpatched in confequence of fome recent
difcovery.—Torquemada, Monarq. Ind, Lib, v.chap. 45, edit. 1615.

(m) Vide Middleton’s Reply, p. §8.—In direét contradiftion to this account, I have been
informed by Mr. Duncan, that, in his paffage out in the Beaver brig, in 1791, when he was
as high as Cape Charles, on the 11th of Auguft, he foand the ice wedged in between the
fouthern iflands and the main, while the fea to the northward was quite free ; for which rea-*
fon he regretted, that he could not take the advantage of fo favourable a circumftance, as he
was obliged, by his orders, to proceed into the Bay.
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donado’s voyage, they were in poffeffion of the knowledge that
this inlet had been paffed, and communicated with Baffin’s Bay,

which, by means of Lancafter’s Sound, afforded a paffage to the
Pacific Ocean,

Now it is a well known fa&, that the company, until within a
few years, were very much averfe to voyages, which might lead
to the difcovery of a paffage ; and as the inlet in queftion had
been fucceflively navigated before their charter was granted, by
Bylot, Hawksbridge, Fox and James, beyond the 65th degree of
north latitude, and as Gillam, immediately preceding their efta-
blifhment, had probably paffed by the fame opening into Baf-
fin’s Bay, it is very natural to fuppofe, that they would order
thole perfons who were under their immediate controul, not to
navigate a place likely to afford a profpet of making a difco-
very, which by its confequences might endanger their very exif-
tence as a corporate body.

wiyione 1 {hall now proceed to inquire into the origin of the name of

origin of the name
of Anian,

Anian, and endeavour to afcertain the time when it firft began
to be made ufe of. M. Buache, in one part of the work which
we have fo often alluded to, endeavours to fupport an idea, that
that the fea feparating Afia from America, is the ftrait which
preceding geographers had {ome cognizance of under this name.
Notwithftanding, with due deference to his opinion, I venture to

differ from him; yet as his obfervations are made with the ftri&-
eft
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eft accuracy, and as he has recited various authorities for the
different fituations in which thefe ftraits have been placed in for-
mer maps ; I fhall give a brief account of them in chronological

order, for the fake of perfpicuity, referring the reader to the
original, which I have quoted in the note below ; as his memoir,
for want of being tranflated, is not perhaps fufficiently known in

this country (n).

In 1508, he fays, that a map intended to illuftrate an edition
of Ptolemey, printed at Rome, which was in the library of the
Sorbonne, reprefenting the early difcoveries of the Spaniards
and Portugueze in America, makes the north-eaft of Afia to join

with the north-weft parts of America,
In

(n) Buache’s Confiderations Géagraphiques et Phyfigues, page 16—20. 1y aplus de 180 ans
que les meilleurs gé>graphes de ce temps ont commencé & mettre un détroit entre 1’Afie &
I’Amérique, auquel ils donnoient le nom d’ 4wian, dont 'entrée méridionale étoit & 180 oun
190 degréde lo ngitude, & quis’étendoit depuis le 56 de latitude jufqu’au de-ladu 62, On
marquoit & {on entrée vers Ieft un Cap Fortune, jufqu’on on défignoit une longue céte qui ve-

. noit du Cap S. Lucas de la Californie. Jai exprimé cette céte dans ma II. carte, conformé-
ment 3 celles de 1570, d’Ortélius, &c. d’aprés une ancienne carte marine Hollandoife qui
paroit faite avec {oin,* & qui a éé imprimée en 8 feuilles vers 1600. L’attention qu’on fit
enfuite furtout & la navigation de Frangois Drack (qui abordaen 1579, versle 40 degré de
latitude de la Californie, & qui monta au nord jufques vers le 45, d’ol les glaces ’obligerent
de defcendre au fud, pour gagner les Moluques) fit retrancher la partie la plus fud de 1a longue
cote en queftion, dont il femble néantmoins qu’on auroit dii conferver une idée plus au nord.
En 1625, Purchas fit connoitre un travail géographique que ’on avoit fait quelques années au-
paravant en Angleterre, ot 1’on croyoit que la mer du Japon venoit au nord de la Californie,
alorsréputée ifle, & communiquoit par le nord-eft avec la Baye d’Hudfon,

Divers

* Voici le titre de cette carte : Americe Tabula nova multis licis tam ex terreflri peregrina-

tione, quam reeentiori navigatione, ab exploratiffimis nawcleris, & multy quam antea exadtior edita,
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In 1520, according to the publication of one Scotto, a Ge-
noefe, printed at Paris in 1619, the Portugueze vifited the weft
coaft of America, as high as 6o deg. north latitude, and 180 deg.

ealt longitude from Paris.

He remarks, that it was more than 180 years before the publi-
cation of his memoir, which was prefented to the academy in
1742, fince the {trait was placed between Afia and America, the

fouth

Divers Ecrivains célébres 4 chercherent enfuite les fondemens du Détroitd’ Anian; & leurs
efforts n’ayant pirien produire, ce détroit devint fort incertain, & peu i peu il difparut des
meilleures cartes, quoique les fgavans convinflent qu’il deveit y avoir un détroit au nord de
la mer du {ud ; ce que 1’on conjedturoit des violents courans qu’on éprouve entre le Mexique &
la Californie, de certains poiffons que ’on rencontre ordinairement prés des détroits, & en
particalier de quelques Baleines que I’on a trouvé au norde de la Mer du Sud avec des harpons
Hollandois & Frangois qu’elles avoient regu au Spitzberg,

Cependant, avant qu’on en vint jnfqu’i retrancher entiérement le Détreit d’Anian, re-
tranchement qui faifoit perdre toute idée du tableau des anciennes connoiffances, ce détroit
fut tranfporté dans la carte originale de Texeira, t du 180 dégré de longitude o il étoit au-

paravant,

+ Laet, dans fa préface de 'hiftoire des Indes Occi&entales; Hornius, dans fes origin,
Americ, lib. IIl, cap g. Varenius, lib, I. cap. 12, prop. 7. &c, Diftion. Géographiq. de
la Martiniere, au mot Aw/zn.

1 Cette carte qne Texeira fit 4 Lifbonne en 1649, & que I’on donnoit manuferite aux navi-
gateurs Portugais étoit plus étendue en longitude d’environ 40 dégrés, que celle qu’a publié
en1664. Thevenot, dans fon Recueil de voyages curieux, & fur laquelle il paroit qu’on avoit
corrigé celle de Texeira, y ajolitant furtout la découverte de Iefo faite par les Hollandois en
1643. Ilyaau dépot des cartes & plans de la marine, une carte en Velin manufcrite de la
premiére efpece. Thevenot en publiant la fienae, difoit qu'on y apprenoit, qu’il n’y avoit
¢« peint de Détroit d’ Anian, & qu’elle auroit pi fauver aux Hollandois, fielle avoit parli i la
*¢fin du fiécle précedent, plufieurs tonnes d’or qu’ils ont employé pour naviger i la Chine
“ par le nord-eft, & par ce Détroit d’ Anian que tout le monde fuppofeit (dit-il) entre la
* Chine & le Japon.”” Danslacarte eriginale le Détroit d’ Anian étoit marqué.
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fouth entrance being at 180 or 1go degrees of ealt longitude,
extending between 56 and 62 degrees of north latitude. A point
of land, named Cape Fortune, forming its eaftern headland,
from whence a line of coalt was traced out to the fouth part of

California. For this he refers to the map of Ortelius, in 1570,
and remarks that the return of Sir Francis Drake, in 1579, pro-

duced the firflt alteration.

In 1625, Purchas reprefented California to be an ifland, ex-

tending the fea of Japan to the northward of it, until it has a

communication with Hud[on’s Bay. But foon after this period
feveral authors of eminence, as De Laet, Hornius, Varenius, &c.
beginning to fufpett the exiltence of thefe ftraits, they were left

out of the beft maps. Before this happened, however, feveral

alterations

paravant, vers le 200 Dansle méme temps Dudley prolongeant & excés Ia céte meridionale
de I’Ifle de lefo, miten 1647, le Cap Fortune, & par conféquent le Détroit d’ Anian prés du
220 de longitude (felon lui le 229).  Enfin ce dérroit efl tranfporté prés du 240 dépré entre les
latitudes de 51 & 53 par I’Ecrivain du vaiffeau du Californie, d’aprés quelque carte Angloife
qui défigne un paffage au norde-eft de la Mer du Sud, ou de la Mer du Japon, i la Baye
d’Huodfon. Guillaume Sanfon en 1667, 1669, &c. ne marqua plus le Détroit d’Anian, (que
Nicolas fon Pere avoit confervé en 1650, & 'exemple des premiers géographes modernes) &
cependant il défigna le paflage dont je viens de parler, mais fans y mettre le nom de Détroit
d'Anian, qu'il ne croyoit apparemment pas qu'on piit tant éloigner des ctes de la Tartarie.
En méme temps il marquoit entre le Détroit d'Uriez & la Californie repréfentée comme une
ifle, 1a Terre de Iefo, qu'il confond avec celles de la Compagnie & de ']ean de Gama, &
qu'il femble avoir regardé comme faifant partie I Amerique, aufli bien que Nicolas Sanfon
fon Pere. Toutes ces incertitades engagerent Guillaume Delifle 4 ne rien mettre, du cété de
I’ Amerique, au de-l3 du Cap Blanc; & fe fervantavec difcernement des relations qu’on avoit
fur la Terre de lefo, il ne I’étendit pas plus de 5 degrésieftdu Japon,

Auvjourd’hui

103



104

MEMOIR ON THE

alterations were made, which gradually effaced, he fays, every

idea of the ancient opinions,

In 1647, Dudley placed Cape Fortune, without giving any
name to the ftraits, about 220 or 229 deg. of eaft longitude.

In 1649, Texeira retained the name, and fixed them at 200
deg. eaft longitude ; at the fame time, he laid down fome land,
feen by one Joao de Gama, extending to the coaft of America.

In 1650, it appears that Nicholas Sanfon retained the name

likewife in his chart of America.
In

Aujourd’hui que nous connoiflons un détroit vers le nord, prés des cites de la Tartarie,
qui font bien plus avancées au nord-eft qu’on n’avoit lieu de croire ci-devant, ne pouvons-
nous pas dire que c’eft celui auquel nos Anciens ont donné le nom d’Anian? Les reffem-
blances me paroiflent a remarquer, L’un & I'autre a fon entrée au Sud vers le 180 degré :
ils fe trouvent entre les cotes orientales d’Afie ou de Tartarie, & celles du nord-oueft de
I’ Amérique ; ils s’¢tendent jufqu’au Cercle Polaire, aprés quoi les Terres tournent du coté
de I’ Amérique feptentrionale au nord-eft, & ducété de la Tartarie ou de I’ Afie an nord-oueft :

enfin nos Anciens marquoient dans leur Détroit d” Anian, présdu 6o ou 61 degré de latitude,
du coté de I’ Amerique, une grande riviere nommée Grandes Corientes, qui répond 3 la riviere

de Bernarda. Tout cela ne peut-il pas faire conjeturer qu’ils ont el récellement la connoif-
fance du détroit en queftion, & I'idée d’une fuite de cite que leurs fuccefleurs ont trop rabaiffé,
& qu’ils ont rempli de diverfes chofes prefque & I'aventure.

Voici deux obfervations qui peuvent engager les Sgavans i faire de nouvelles recherches fur
ce fujet, furtout en Italie & en Portugal. 1. Les cartes les plus anciennes que j’ai vii, & qui

. fon toutes Latines, marquent cependant ce Détroit en Italien, Stretto di Anian: ce qui me

fait foupgonner que le premier quien a fait mention, eft quelque mathématicien d’Italie, o
aprés les premiéres découvertes des deux Indes, 'on a fait i ce fujet des cartes encore au-
jourd'hui curieufes pour ceux qui véulent fuivre le Progrés des Connoiffances Géographiques.
z. Benedetto Scotto Génois, propofant i Louis XIII. en 1619. un Glebe Maritime, & une

: Navgiation
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In 1664, Thevenot, in his edition of Texeira’s chart, rejelts
them entirely, and fays, he is convinced that there is no fuch

paflage.

In 1667 and 1669, William Sanfon, differing in opinion from
his father, rejetted the name, but retained the opening; repre-

fenting California as an ifland, and De Gamas’ Land as part of

America.,

P In

Navigation & faive par deffius le Pole Ar&igue d’une maniére qu'il prétendoit aufli aifée que
courte, vers ce qu'il appelle la Partie Occidentale diu Canada, & vers les Indes Orientales,
dit page 5, d’un Difcours imprimé A Paris in-folio. ¢ Cette partie occidentale du Canada
«¢ (qu’il met dans une de fes cartes prés du 180 degré felon notre fagon de compter,) figt re-
<« connue par les Portugais en ’année 1520, en la hauteur de 6o degrés, pour étre habitée
«¢ de gens raifonnables & humains, & remplie de quantité (d’animaux,) & de bons paturages.
<< Jls n*abandonnerent cette Terre qu’a caufe de la trop grande navigation qui contient 4590
«¢ licues (eny venant par la Mer des Indes).”

Cependant, en finiffant cet article, je crois devois ajoliter, que dans quelqnes-unes des plus
anciennes cartes, on repréfente les Terres de I’ Amerique feptentrionale comme une continnité
de celles dunord-eft de I’ Afie ; & elles y fout jointes par un ifthme afiez large, qui eft au nord
du Japon. Ce fentiment a el pendant un affez long-temps plufieurs feftateurs, & méme de
célébres. Le P, Kircher étoit de ce nombre, & il defoit en 1636, (in Prodromo Copto) qu’il
en étoit prefque convaincu par des raifons mathématiques. 1l paroit que ce fentiment eft le
plus ancien. Car dans une belle édition de Ptolémée faite A Rome en 1508. & que j’ai vue
dans la Bibliotéque de Sorbenne, il 'y a une carte qui repréfente les premiéres découvertes
des Efpagnols & des Portugais en Amérique, don la partie du nord-eft, c’eflt a-dire le Labra-
dor & 1’ Acadie font fuppolés étre la continuité des Terres de la Tartarie ; & ce qu’on venoit
de reconnoitre da Mexique & de la Floride, eft repréfenté comme desifles. Au refte lorfque
le détroit dunord-eft géle, 1’ Amérique tient i I’ Afie par une efpece d’ifthme ; & fi on a eft
anciennement quelque indice de paffage & pied, indépendamment de toutes les reflemblances
qui fe trouvent entre les Tartares & les Américains Septentrionaux, le fentiment dont je
viens de parler, a pli dans ce cas avoir quelque fondement ; fans qu’on doive fuppofer avec
les Anglois auteurs de I’Hiftoire Univerfelle, que I’ Afie & I’ Amérique ont été autrefois jointes
enfemble par un ithme, qu’an tremblement de terre a pi détruire,
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In 1714, William Delifle, from comparing thefe different ac-
counts, was induced to leave both the name and opening en-
tirely out, and place nothing to the north of Cape Blanco,

rejecting at the fame time the land of De Gama.

In 1748, Drage, the clerk of the California, retaining both the
name and the opening, removes them as far to the eaftward as

240 degrees ealt longitude, and between 51 and 53 degrees
north latitude.

Monl. Buache likewife remarks, that, in fome of the moft an-
cient maps, there is laid down a large river in 6o or 61 deg. of
north latitude, which is called Grandes Corientes; and that in
moft of the maps he has feen, which are Latin, the opening is

named Stretto di Anian.

From this account it appears, that the oldeflt charts give the
molt accurate reprefentation of the north-weft coaft of America,
agreeably to the later difcoveries; as they lay down the land ex-
tending from California as high as 6o deg. north latitude, from
whence it follows a different direttion inclini’ng towards the welt,
The Rio Grandes Corientes, which they place in 6o or 61 deg.
north, is a confirmation of this opinion, as it correfponds exaétly
in 1ts latitude with Cook’s River, and its name anfwers to his
defcription of it, as the current there was found to be fo very

rapid, that the boats could not row againft it. The firft altera-

tion
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tion that was made appears to have originated with the Englifh
geographers, who reduced not only the longitude, but likewife
the latitude, and placed the firait juft above the north part of
California. This was done, according to Bergeron, in confe-
quence of the intelligence obtained from De Fuca (o), and Pur-
chas fays, that he followed a map which had been publifhed in
London. As it is natural to fuppole De Fuca would draw a
map of his difcoveries during his negociation with Lock, it 1s
moft likely Purchas copied his own account from it; and as he
was refliding in Venice, it accounts for the firait being named

Stretto di Anian,

Although it was brought down by this means as low as 4‘7 or
48 deg. north latitude, yet the coaft, which is now known by the
name of Alafhka, firetching away to the weftward, was not re-
moved until the map of Texeira, in the year 1649, who ‘laid
down his coalt of De Gama, extending from the ifland of Jefo
to the northern entrance of thefe firaits, about the latitude 50 deg.
The greater part of this coalt has been rejefted, and Mr. Forfter
fuppofes it to be no other than the ifland of Urup, or Schimuf-
fyr ($); but as Texeira fays, it was feen by him in his paffage
from China to New Spain (¢), I think it very probable that he
might have been driven to the northward in fearch of variable

P2 winds,

{¢) Bergeron. Traité dlc Tartar. Ch xxi, p. 125,

(p) Foriter’s Voyages and Difcoveries in the Notth, p. 464.

{¢) Terra q vio Do Joao de Gama Indo, da China pera Nova Efpaha.
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winds, and feeing the land, which was afterwards named by the
Ruflians, the Aleutian and Fox Ifles, fuppofed it to communicate
with the continent of America, and Texeira, confonant with the
opinion then entertained in confequence of De Fuca’s report,
joined it with the Straits of Anian, about the latitude of »0 deg.
north. This idea was firlt of all ftarted by Green, in 1751, foon
after the Ruffians dilcovered Bhering’s and the Copper Iflands,

to the eaft of Kamptchatka.

In confequence of this difference of fituation, which was al-
tered according to the caprice of every [ucceeding geographer,

joined with the general difcredit into which De Fuca’s account
fell after the death of Mr. Lock, Delifle began to be perfuaded

that the former maps were erroncous, His opinion was univer-
fally followed, and the original maps were totally negleéted,

until the voyages of Bhering and Tfchirckow, in 1741, recogni-

zed the coaft, which, according to Scotto, the Genoefe geogra-

pher, fome Portugueze had feen fo early as 1520 (7).

The fituation of the coafl being altered, by bringing it 10 de-
grees further to the fouthward in confequence of De Fuca’s re-

port, might be advanced as an argument againft Maldonado’s
voyage

() Icannot here omit doing juftice to the unaffaming conduét of Capt, Cook. Whenever

he had occafion in his journal, to mention the river which in England ftill bears his name,

he always left a blank, which Lord Sandwich defired might be filled up as it now ftands.
Now 1 am clear that his intention was to infert the Ruflian name whenever he had an oppor-
tunity to obtain it, and I am equally confident had it come to his knowledge, he would have
given it its original name of Grandes Corientes,
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voyage having been known at that time, and confequently againft
Lancafler’s paflage being in 62 deg. 30 min. north, on the weft
fide of the continent ; but when we confider that the Eaft India
Company were then newly chartered, and that only for 15 years,
we may be led to fuppole, they would {upprels the information
Lancalter had brought as much as they could ; but as fome ac-
count of it had gone abroad, when Mr. Lock held his negocia-
tion with De Fuca, it might be prefumed he had fome know-
ledge of it. Now as De Fuca reported, that after he entered the

ftrait, he failed into the north fea, it is very natural to fuppole,

that his account, the truth of which was fo much contended for
by Mr. Lock and his friends, would fuperfede the vague reports
of the information received by the newly eftablifhed company. I

would from thefe premifes infer, that the opening was in confe-

quence placed about 50, inftead of 6o deg. north, where Maldo-

nado found it.

The map to illuftrate the edition of Ptolemy, in 1508, was

confirutted in the very dawn of maritime difcoveries, conle-
quently it becomes an objeét well worthy the attention of the
geographer; as nothing can afford more pleafure than to trace
back fcience to its infancy, and then follow it, ftep by flep,

through its feveral progreflive improvements to a ftate of matu-

rity. At that time America, excepting the few iflands of Hifpani-

ola, Cuba, Jamaica, &c. and fome fmall portions of the continent,
muft have been delineated on conjefture, confequently we find

that
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that the whole of it was reprefented as an affemblage of iflands;
but in another edition of the fame author, by Sebaftian Munfter,
printed at Balil in 1566, we find his knowledge of this country
to have been very accurate, as not only the iflands, but the con-
tinent, are laid down nearly as they are known to be fituated.
On the well fide he repreflents California as an ifland, {uppofling
it to be Zipangri or Japan, and that part of the continent which
is to the eaft of it he calls Chaumayo (perhaps Teguayo) and
Temiftitan.  Afia and America are {eparated by a ftrait, while
Europe is joined to the north-eaft part of Greenland by a narrow

ithmus.

But what 15 very remarkable, the communication between the
two feas is placed in 6o deg. north latitude, forming a fhort ftrait
anfwering to Hudfon’s Straits, after which it opens into a very
extenfive bay direttly in the meridian of Cuba, correfponding
exatly with what we know to be the {ituation of Hudfon’s and
James’ Bays. I think it very improbable this fhould have been
done from theory, as it is not reafonable to fuppofe, that fuch a
very particular coincidence of fituations, both in refpeét to lati-
tude as well as longitude, fhould be the mere effett of chance.
He mufl have had fome foundation for this opinion; and, as he
has marked upon the ifland of Newfoundland the word Corterat:,
I am very much inclined to believe, that what has been reported
of Cortereal’s difcoveries has fome foundation in truth (s), and

that
(/) Vide Forfter’s Voyages and Difcoveries in the North, p. 460.
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that he not only failed along the Coalt of Labrador, but that Lie
likewife vifited the {lraits and bay afterwards feen by Hudfon
and James (¢). Notwith{tanding which, I cannot agree that the
name of Anian originated with Cortereal, according to the opi-

nion of fome authors; as, in that cafe, it would have been placed
on the eaft, and not on the welt coaft of the continent. In fup-

port of this idea, it might likewife be remarked, that when Mal-
donado pafled through Hudfon’s Straits, he gave them the name

of Labrador, a name which had been given to the adjoining

country

(¢) If the Portugueze difcovered the north-welt coalt of America, as Scotto fays, fo early
as 1520, it muft have been before any account could have been received of Magellan’s fue-
cefs ; but as the two countries were afterwards united, and as Portugueze officers were often
employed in the Spanifh fervice, it is not unlikely his information might have arofe in confe-
quence of Loaria’s voyage in 1625, which he might have attributed to the Porrugueze. At
page 81, upon the autharity of Bergeron, I have oferved, that he is faid to have failed from
the Moluccas by the coalls of Newfoundland and Labrador. Herrera gives a particular ac-
count of this voyage, but calls him Loayfa, inftead of Loearia. He does not fay that he ef-
feéte a paflage ; but there are {everal circumflances which are much in favour of {fome part
of the fquadron having failed along the north-weft coaft of th2 continent.

He was fitted out with fix fhips and a tender, in the autumn of 1625. After a variety of
accidents, they paffed the Strairs of Magellan, when they were feparated in a violent flerm ;
the tender being provided with a {mall allowance of provifions, was obliged to bear away for
the coat of New Spain, wazre they were firft of all relieved by the natives, and afterwerds
by Cortes from Mexico. Bergeron fays, that'Loayfa himfelf effected a paflage ; but'Herrera,
on the contrary, reports that he was feparated from the relt of the fleet, and after pafling to
the northward of the line, fell fick and died.—Herrera, Dsc. vii. lib. 7, 8, 9.

It will be neceflary for me to obferve, that it is faid 2 manufcript collection of marine
charts drawn in 1436, and accounts of voyages undertaken by the Venetians in the 1 jth and
14th centuries, have been lately difcovered in St. Mark’s Library at Venice, which make it
probable that the Antilles and the northern parts of America were difcovered long before the
time of Columbus or Cabot; but I own that I want faith in this account, as I confider it in
the fame light as I do the attempt, to take the credit of delinsating the weftern route to Ja-
pan from Columbus, and giving it to Martin Behaim, as 1 have obferved in page 12,

- 5
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country by his predeceffor, while the name of Anian was re-
ferved for the ftrait through which he paffed into the fouth fea,
in 6o deg. north latitude, correfponding with the difcoveries of
the Portugueze more than 70 years before, and on the fame fide

of the continent where it has always been fituated.

Mr. Buache fays, that thefe ftraits were known fo early as the
date of Ortelius’ map, in 1570; or as he notices in another place
a map, the date of which is 1566 («); yet I do not fuppofe it
was his intention to convey any idea that the name of Anian
was inferted in them. On the contrary, I am of opinion, it was
not known earlier than the very beginning of the 17th century,
and that it originated from Lancafter’s account, which he
brought home in 1603. The Burgomafter Witfen’s opinion may
be brought in fupport of this idea. He {uppofes the name to
have originated from a cape in the ifland of Jelo, which, accord-
ing to the relation of the Dutch voyagers, Van Uriez and
Schaep, in the Caftricom and Brefkes, in the year 1643, is called
the point of Aniwa (x). Now, if the name were deduced from

a difcovery

(«) Buache, p. 66. La plus ancienne carte que j’aye trouvé jufqu'd préfént, qui marque
cette continuation de terres jufqu’au Détroit d’ Anian, efl une carte Italienne de I’Amériquc
feptentrionale faite en 1566 —Is not this the fame authority as Munfter’s ? The date is the
fame, and he delineates a fimilar line of coaft, but makes no mention of any name to the
(Jtrait,

(x) Buache, page 114. Avant que d’aller plus loin, je dois dire pour fuivre Iordre des
tems, que M. Witlen & quelques autres {gavans Hollandois ayant conjecturé que la terre de
la Compagnie étoit une pointe de I’ Amérique, & que 'e Détroit d’Anian avoit vraifembla-

‘ blement
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a difcovery which was made f{o late as the middle of the 17th
century, by a geographer whofe knowledge and reading were fo
very extenfive, I may be warranted to conclude, that, although
his pofition be ill founded, yet the name could not have been
known long before that period. Purchas, in his pilgrimage,
publifhed in 1629, appears to have obtained better information
than lie had when he publifhed the former edition, in 1614; as
he there fays, “ As for the more northerly parts, both within
“ Jand, and the [uppofed Strait of Anian, with other things men-
“ tioned in maps, ,becau{'e I know no certainty of them, I leave
“ them ( y);” for which reafon it may be fuppofed that the ac-
count was then recent, or elle, as he dealt fo much in the mar-
vellous, and gave credit to almoft every ftory that was circu.
lated, he would have taken further notice of it. Nor is any no-
tice taken of thefe ftraits in the accounts of Frobifher’s or Davis’
expeditions in fearch of a paflage; for which reafon, comparing

all the circumftances together, I am inclined to venture an
opinion that they were not known before the voyage of Maldo-
nado, in 1598 (z); but as we are fo very liable to be led into

Q : . errors
blement tiré fon nom du Pays d’Ania ou d’Aniwa reconnu par les Hollandois (i la partie

Septenrionale du Jefo. * 11 falloit que ces Sgavans fuppofaflent que dans les premiers tems
des découvertes, le Pays d’Aniwa avoit été reconnu ; car ils ne pouvoicnt ignorer que I’idée
du Détroit d’ Anian, ainfi que fon nom, étoit plus ancienne que la découverte des Hollandofs,
Mais ils ne s’accordoient pas avec les anciennes relations & cartes, qui mettent le Pays
d’ Anian & Ieft {ur la Cote d’ Amérique, & non comme Anivva i I’Queft.

(») Purchas’ Pilgrimage, Ed. 1619, page 782,

(z) [ am aware that the account of De Fuca’s voyage might be brought againft me, as he
was {aid to have been fent by the viceroy to difcover the Straits of Anian: but this account

was
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errors in tracing the geography of countries fo little known, I
muft beg leave to refer the reader to the next fentence, where I
{hall take fome further notice of the name, and from whence it
was derived, if it be not prefuming too much to attempt what fo

eminent a geographer as Witfen failed to accomplifh.

As the coaft of California was difcovered under the diretion
of Cortes, the fea which divides it from the continent was
named, after him, the Sea of Cortes; but, at {fome fubfequent
period, it obtained the appellation of the Red Sea. Whether
this arofe, as Wytlliet, in his Defcription of the New World, re-
marks, from its being joined to the main land by an ilthmus,
which gave it a fimilarity to the fea between Egypt and Arabia,

or whether it obtained the name from the colour of its water,

which the name of the river (Colorado) feems to authorize, I
will not contend; but as it was at that period very much the
cuftom in all new difcoveries, to form allufions to places fituated
in the old continent, wherever there was the leaft refemblance(a),

1t

was not written by him; it was the report of Mr. Michael Lock ; and as Lancafter’s account
was at that time juft made public on his return, the ftraits which De Fuca was fent in fearch
of were fuppofed to be the fame, and obtained from Mr. Lock the name which Maldonado
had given them.

(a) Munfter’s map, in 1566, isan example how f'ar{ the earlier geographers have carried
their opinions in refpeé to the refemblance between the new difcoveries in America, and the
maps of the old world ; as he fuppofes the coait of Peru, in about 9 degrees fouth latitude,
to be the Catigara of Ptolomey. This theory of adapting the new difcoveries to the ideas of
the ancients was very prevalent in thofe days, as Mercator and Hondius fuppofed the iflands
to the northward of Japan to be the lu/ule Satyrorum of the fame author. Though foreign

from
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it is very likely that at the fame time this name was given to the
gulph, the coaft which trends away to the northward obtained
the name of Anian, after the defart coalt of Africa to the weft-
ward of the ifland of Socotora, in the Indian ocean. I am for

this reafon willing to admit, that it might be found in maps of
Qe America

from the fubje&, yet I flatter mylelf it will not be difagreeable to moft of my readers if I
offer a few obfervations on this head. The fituations of Catigara and the Infule Satyrorum
have been difputed at different times, and as Ptolomey has been dete@ted in fhortening the
peninfula of the hither India, it has been alledged, that he has carried the knowledge of the
Romans too far to the fouthward in India beyond the Ganges. Dr. Robertfon was the laft
writer on this fubje@, in his Difquifition on the Knowledge of the Ancients in India. He
differs from his predeceffor D’ Anville in fome refpeéts, but they both agree that Malacca is
the Auwrea Cherfonefus, and that Catigara and the In/ule. Satyrorum fhould be fought for on the
coalt of Car;lbodin, as much to the northas Ptolomey has placed it to the fouth of the line.
As any thing which is offered on this fubjeé muft be merely matter of opinion, I fhall ven-
ture, with proper refpeét to the memory of thofe eminent authors, to offer a new idea. Itis
agreed that Ptolomey compofed his geography from information, and not from aéual obfer-
vation. This information he received from perfons who obtained it at the different Emporia.
Now Perimula was their fouthmoft ftation in that part of the world, deriving its name, in all
likelihood, from the ftrong current which fets through the Straits of Drien and Sincapora.
The diftance between the peninfula of Malacca and the ifland of Sumatra being {o {mall, and
his information being imperfe@, he might conclude that there was a connedlion between the
two countries, which will account for the form he has given to the Aurea Cherfonc/us. While
Sinda, now known as Cape Scin, was the emporium of the merchants from China, Perimula
was the ftation where veflels brought their merchandize from Borneo and Java. Hence I fup-
pofe the Fabadii Infula to be the modern Java, from the weft end of which veflels reforted to
Perimula ; at the fame time Caytongee, the moft eminent, if not the moft powerful, Sultan in
Borneo, 1 apprehend to be the fcite of Catigara. The veflels coming from thence would
coaft along by Natuna and the other iflands which are between Borneo and Banca, where it
is well known are the largeft apes or ouran outangs in the world, whence the name is derived
which he gives to the iflands in that direction. Lhe line of coaft being continued from the
Ambraftus and Senus rivers, in the Sinus Magnus, down to Catigara, in all probabilicy gave
rife to the opinion, that it was fituated to the northward of the line; but as he received his
data from various fources colleéted at the different Emporia, {o it appears to me, he con-
founded the accounts from Perimula refpe&ting Borneo, with thofe brought to Sinda relative
to China, Cambodia and Siam, from whence he fuppofed Carigara to be a continuation of

the
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America, as marking the country about New Albion or Cali-
fornia, before the fuppofed ftraits between the two feas obtained
the name; and this I am rather induced to do, as Wytfliet, in the
edition of his work, publifhed {o early as 1607, takes notice of

it along with the country of Quivira.

If we pay attention to the currents which prevail in the ar&ic
latitudes, we find that they fet to the ealtward between the north
cape and Greenland, fo that it is very rare to find any ice in the

Norwegian

the fame continent. It is fome confirmmation to this idea, that where the fea which feparates
Borneo from Cambodia is fifuated, Ptolomey places a gulph which he calls Sinus Sericus.

This fhort digreflion will be confidered as a conjefture only, which, as it has not been
offered before, may tend to throw fome new light on a part of ancient geography, which has

been {o often contefted.

Before I difmifs the fubje& entirely, I cannot help taking notice of an error into which, I
apprehend, that venerable fcholar Lord Monboddo, and his late learned friend Sir john
Pringle; have accidentally fallen, in refpe to the illuftration of the following line in Horace :

Luid tibi wis, mulier, nigris digniffima Barris ?
which they fuppofe alludes to a fpecies of ape on the coaft of Africa named Barris. His
Lordtips fays (Qrigin and Progre/s of Language, Vol. i. page 275), ¢ I think this muft be
¢¢ the animal meant by Horace. By Barri, all the commentators that I have confulted un-
“¢ derftand elephants ; but this is certainly not the meaning, as neither the epithet é/ack agrees
¢ to an elephant, nor the known charaéter of that animal for chaftity, make fuch a conjunc-
¢ tion proper; and, befides, the difproportion betwixt the fize and fhape of a weman and
“¢ an elephant is {o great, that we cannot fuppofe, that fo corret a writer as Horace would

“¢ have ufed fo extravagant an hyperbole. Whereas an animal, fuch as the phyfician Noglle

*¢ defcribes, would make a very fit match for a lewd woman. This is a criticifm which I
« owe to my learnied and worthy friend Sir John Pringle, Prefident of the Royal Society.”
When it is recollefted that the people of Siam, who are black, and where the greateft num-
ber of elephants in any part of the world are bred, were called BARRZE by Ptolomey, we
cannot hefitate a moment to conclude, that Horace had this nation in view, without héwing
recourfe to a conjecture, that the Romans had fome knowledge of Africa beyond what their

geographers have handed down to us.
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Norwegian feas. This fet of the current is fimilar to what takes
place in the antarttic latitudes, as fhips doubling Cape Horn,
unlefs they keep near the fhore of Terra del Fuego, are behind
their reckoning {everal degrees, as was inflanced in the fquadron

under Lord Anfon. This fimilarity between the currents towards
the two poles arifes from the rotatory motion of the globe. As

the fea which has a conltant movement to the weft, between the
tropics, muft return in an eddy, to find its natural level, in a
contrary direftion, which direttion will conftantly be altered ac-
cording to the bearing of the coaft it paflfes by. The arétic
eddy, if I may be allowed the expreflion, forms the immenfe
fields of 1ce between Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla, and after
traverfing the polar feas, vents itlelf at the Straits of Bhering
" between the two continents. Now, as a rapid current conftantly
fets out of Davis’ Straits, it is reafonable to fuppofe that it arifes
from the fame fource, bringing with it thofe mountains of ice
which are fometimes found floating as far fouth as the banks
of Newfoundland. This opinion is founded on the report of the
original difcoverers, who obferved ftrong currents fetting out of

the inlets to the northward, which, from the numbers they faw

there, they named Whale Sound.

This great quantity of ice is a confiderable obftacle to the na-
vigation of thofe feas; but, at the fame time, the ftrength of the
current is a reafon why the ice is feldom or ever colleéted in

fields, excepting near the fouthern coalts, or where it may be
accidentally
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accidentally accumulated by eddies, as Baffin found it during
his voyage. The Danes having eftablifhed faétories as high as
72 deg. north, is a proof that the navigation is not o difficult as
has been generally reprefented, which accords with Picker{gill’s
account, whole journal was publi(hed in the Philofophical Tranf.
aftions. Perhaps the earlier fhips are fitted out for thofe feas the
better, before the fummer is advanced enough to fet the ice
adrift ; as it 1s obfervable, that the earlier the voyages of difco-
very were et on foot, the further they reached to the north-
ward. Balffin, who traverfed the whole of the bay fo early as
the month of July, failed from England on the 26th of March.

There are fome circumftances which may lead us to fuppofe,
that thofe feas are moft encumbered with ice at the very time

they are moft navigated; as, in more than one inflance, the
Hudfon’s Bay Company’s fhips have been accidentally delayed
in the ftraits until Chriftmas; and have then found them free

from ice. The {mall number of veffels they lofe, and the fuccefs
of the unfortunate Peyroufe during the laft war, who navigated

the whole of the bay without any accident, with a line of battle
fhip and two or three frigates, are fufficient proofs that the navi-

gation is not fo hazardous as they reprefent it to be.

The northern parts of the Pacific Ocean are not at all encum-
bered with ice; as, during the two fealons which Captain Cook
was in thofe feas, it does not appear that he met with any until
he was ftopped by the frozen barrier in 70 deg. north latitude,

after
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after pafling the ftrait which feparates the two continents ; and
the different voyagers who were embarked in the fur trade in
thofe feas agree, that the northern Pacific is navigable through
the whole year, and that no ice whatever is to be met with be-

tween March.and O€tober. One of the firlt of thefe adventurers,
Captain Mears, in the brig Nootka, was obliged to winter in

Snug Corner Cove, in Prince William’s Sound, and though the
veflel was frozen up for fome months, yet during the whole of
the winter the found was free from ice. Now this difference
between the {eas on the two fides of the continent arifes from the
narrow ftrait between Afia and America, where there are only
18 or 2o fathoms of water, and the lands of both continents
converging together, the ice is prevented from paffing to the
fouthward, in fuch bodies as it does through the openings into
Baffin’s Bay.

That the fame caufe, which prevents the ice from being car-
ried through Bhering’s Strait into the fea of Kamtchatka, exifts
likewife to the northward of the frozen ocean, is very probable,
as neither Mr. Hearne nor Mr. M‘Kenzie found the fea frozen,
excepting near the- fhore. If this be the cafe, lefs difficulties
may be found in navigating thofe feas than are generally ima-
gined; and I am very much perfuaded, that after pailing Baffin’s
Bay, the greater part of them would be furmounted; as what ice
there is to be found in the Japanefe inlets drifts to the fouth-weft,
confequently it muft occafion lefs refiftance than the ice in Baf-

fin's
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fin’s Bay, which conﬁﬁntly follows a direftion contrary to the

courfe which muft be held to get to the northward.

I (hall venture to conclude, that, from the variety of obferva-
tions offered in the preceding pages, there is a great probability,

if not an abfolute certainty, of the exiftence of a communication
between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans ; the difficulties attend-
ing the navigation of which may be furmounted, and from the

prefent improved ftate of maritime knowledge, the currents may

be fo alcertained, as to render it as fafe and as certain as the paf-

fage through Hudfon’s Straits.

The legiflature has confidered it a fubjeét of fuch importance,
as to offer a reward of 20,000l. to effeét the difcovery, Until
within a few years this could only have been an objeét worth the
attention of perfons fitting out fhips for the Davis’ Straits fifhery.
No advantages whatever have accrued in confequence of this

great reward, and the reafon is very obvious. If the owners

of a fhip employed in that fifhery fhould be induced to order the
maller, to endeavour to get to the northward, {o as to effet a
difcovery, in hopes of obtaining the reward, and he {hould be fo
fortunate as to get three parts of the way through to the weft-
ward, but not fucceed, neither his owners nor himfelf would be
entitled to the fmalleft gratuity. For which reafon, the perfons
engaged in that filhery are contented with falling in with the ice
juft within the ftraits, where they get a cargo of fea loil and {kins,

without
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without running any rifk to get farther to the northward, This
was an overflight in the aét which originally offered the reward,
and likewife in that which extended it to the officers employed in
his Majefty’s navy, and ought to be remedied; as it has not only

tended to cramp the fpirit of difcovery, but, at the {fame time,
has been a check, I may venture to call it fo, to the commercial

intereft of the country ; as many perfons, in hopes of a reward,
might be induced to penetrate into Baffin’s Bay, when they might
not venture to run the rifk of an attempt to effett a paflage.

For thele reafons, I fhall beg leave to {fubmit to the attention
of the legiflature, if it would not be for the advantage of the
nation at large, whether we confider it in a commercial or a
geographical view, to divide the premium into three {everal
proportions, which {hould be given to the perfons firlt difcover-
ing as far as certain fixed fituations from each fide of the conti-

nent. Thefe fituations I would propofe to be,

1ft. The communication between Baffin’s Bay and the frozen
ocean, whether by Lancalter’s or any other opening to the welt-

ward.

od. The mouth of the Copper-mine River, as determined by
Mr. Hearne,

gd. Whale Ifland, as determined by Mr. M‘Kenzie, at the

mouth of the river difcharging itfelf from the Great Slave Lake.
R It
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It might be objeéted, that this method would be adding an

additional expence beyond the original fum voted by parliament ;
but as it would not amount perhaps to more than 10,000l it ought
not to be placed in competition with the national advantage
which might in future accrue from it; as fetting afide the idea
of finding a paflage, owners of vellels in the Davis’ Strait trade
may be more induced, by means of thefe regulations, than they
are at prefent, to explore Baffin’s Bay, which may lay a founda-

tion for a whale fithery in a part of the world hitherto ne-

gleted.
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DISCOVERIES of DE FONTE.

CONTAINING
Introduélion—Intention of the Spaniards in communicating Mau-
relle’s Fournal—Account of De Fonte’s Narrative—Archipela-

go of S. Lazarus recognized in 1785 and 1787—0bferv ations
on Bernarda’s Track—Lake Velalco fuppofed to be Part of the
Great Slave Lake of the Canadian Traders Bernarda’s Ifle
and Peninfula of Conibaflet recognized in 1789—0b/ervations
on Peter Pond’s Narrative——Lake Belle probably Part of the
Great Slave Lake—De Fonte’s Lake fuppofed to be the Edland
Lake of Hearne—Straits of Ronquillo fuppofed to be the Co-
gead Lake of Hearne—Ob/ervations on its Communication with

Repulfe Bay——0bjections againft De Fonte’s Narrative con-
Sidered—Obfervations on the Northern Part of the American
Continent—Affinity between the Nootka Names and thofe in De

Fonte’s Narrative—Conclufion.

SINCE the free navigation of the Pacific Ocean, and a fettle-
ment on the weftern coaft of America, has been fecured to us
by the convention lately made with the Court of Spain, the fub-
jett I am now going to enter upon muft be confidered of great

importance to the commercial intereflt of this country, Impref-
fed
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fed with an opinion of the advantages that muft refult from’it,
the fociety for the encouragement of arts and fciences have of-
fered a reward, for the difcovery of a communication between

the government of Upper Canada and the weltern coaft of the

continent,

The profits to be gained by carrying the furs of America to

~ the Chinefe market were no fooner made public, by the obfer-
vations contained in the narrative of Captain Cook’s laft voyage,
than feveral enterprifing merchants, dildaining the great rifque,
which, from the immenfe diftance, muft be naturally expeéted,
fitted out feveral veflels to embark in that trade. Thefe expedi-
tions led them to thofe places which the Spaniards were {aid to
have vifited under the command of De Fonte and De Fuca; a
{hort time only had elapled before an entire ftop was put to their
trade, by the force fent againft them from the Spanifh fettle-
ments by order of the Court of Spain. During this time, they
difcovered, however, enough of the coaft to prove, that {uch in-
lets, as the flraits named after thofe two navigators, have a real
exiftence, and that the accounts given of them were not the

produétions of idle vifionaries calculated to amufe the world.

Yatentlon of the It 1s aﬂoni{hing what care the Court of Spain takes to conceal

Spaniards in com-
municating Mau-

ries Jurnal. - any difcoveries made in thofe feas. Some were made as far to the
northward as 55 deg. north, by fhips fent from St. Blas in the

year 1774, and another voyage was made in the next year under

' the
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the command of Don Bruno Heceta, as far as 57 deg. 18 min.
north. A journal kept by Don Antonio Maurelle, {econd pilot
on board one of the fhips, was communicated to the Honourable
Mr. D. Barrington (), and fome {light information of this expe-

dition appears to have been given to Captain Cook, before he
failed in 1776. The editor of his laft voyage makes the follow-
ing remarks, in fupport of his not exploring De Fonte’s Straits

when navigating thofe feas.

“ The perufal of the following extratt from their journals
“ may be recommended to thofe (if any fuch there be) who
“ would reprefent it as an imperfeétion in Capt. Cook’s voyage,
“ that he had not an opportunity of examining the coalt of
“ America, in the latitude afligned to the difcoveries of Admiral
“ Fonte, “ We now attempted to find out the Straits of Admi-
“ ral Fonte, though as yet we have not difcovered the Archipe-

“ lago of St. Lazarus, through which he is faid to have failed.
“ With this intent, we {earched every bay and recefs of the coalft,
“ and failed round every headland, lying to in the night, that we
« might not lofe fight of this entrance. After thefe pains taken,
“ and favoured by a north-welt wind, it may be pronounced that

* no fuch fraits are to be found (4).”

The fallacy of thele obfervations has been clearly proved,
and we are firongly led to believe, that the communication of
Maurelle’s

{a) Hiftorical Abridgement of Difcoveries, p. 48, () Preface to Cook’s laft Voyage.
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Maurelle’s journal was made for no other purpofe, than to mif-
lead the Admiralty in framing the inftruétions for the then in-

tended expedition in fearch of a north-weft paflage.

L]

As I fhall have frequent occafion to refer to particular parts
of De Fonte’s account, it will be neceffary for me to give {ome
particulars from the narrative, which was inferted in the Me-
moirs of the Curious, in the year 1708,

In the year 1639, the Court of Spain having intelligence of
fome expeditions attempted in that year by the people of Bof-
ton, in New England, Bartholomew De Fonte was appointed to
command a fquadron fitted out at Callao in Peru to oppofe them.
His own veflel was named the Holy Ghoft, and he had under his

-conﬁmand Don Diego Penelofla in the Saint Lucia, Peter Ber-
nardo in the Rofary, and Philip de Ronquillo in the King Philip.

He failed April 3d, 1640, and arrived at Chiametlan on the
261h where he engaged a Captain and fix failors, who had been

trading for pearls with the natives of the country to the eaft of
California, who fifh for them on a bank which is 19 degrees of
latitude more to the northward than the pearl banks of St. Jean,
in 24 deg. north latitude. De Fonte was informed by this Cap-
tain, that, about 200 leagues to the northward of Cape St. Lucas,
he had found a flood from the north, which met that coming
from the fouth, from which circumitance there was a certainty
of Callforma bemg an ifland, He therefore difpatched Don D.
Penelofla
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Penelofla, nephew of Don Louis de Haro, prime minifter of
Spain, to aflcertain the faét. He went in his own veflel, accom-
panied by the Chiametlan Captain, and four fhallops, adapted

by their draft of water for fhallow feas.

'The narrative takes no notice of the refult of Penelofla’s ex-

pedition ; but it fhould be remarked, on the authority of De-
lille (Memoir fur la Mer de ['Queft), that a Count de Pignalofle
was viceroy of Mexico, and publifhed a map which placed Qui-
‘vira to the eaft of New Mexico; and Monf. Buache obferves,

that he has feen fome extraéts of Delifle the elder, wherein men-

tion is made of the Count de Pignaloffe retiring into France .

about the year 1680, and prefenting a memorial to the King, in

which he offered to make him malfter of the kingdoms of Tegu-
ayo and Quivira (¢).

If this account be true, we may be led to believe, that the re-
lation of Father Kino was publifhed with no other view, than to

counteratt the accounts which had got abroad of De Fonte’s and

Penelofla’s difcoveries, particularly as it was tran(mitted to Eng-

S ; land

(¢) Je ne fcai fi ce jeune Seigneur qu’on nomme ici de Penclofla, ne feroit pas le méme
que celui qui fut enfoite viceroy du Mexique, & que Guillaume Delifle appelle le Comte de
Pignalofle ¢ Mém, fur la Mer de POug?). Cleft le méme nom en Efpagnol, écrit diverfe-
ment. J’ai 14 dans quelques Extraits de M. Delifle le pere, que ce viceroy avant ed quel-
ques démelés avec I’ Archevéque du Mexique (vers ’an 1680) fe retiraen France, & y pré-
fenta au Roy un mémoire par lequel il fe faifoit fort, moyennant certaines conditions, de le
rendre maitre du Royaume de Teguaio & de la Grande Quivira, qu’il defoit avoir mille lieues
d’étendue (dans 'opinion qu’elle alloit jufqu’au véritable Détroit d’ Anian du cbté de I’Oueit)
& qu'il prétendoit n’étre pas éloignée de la Nouvelle France du ¢oté de PEft.=B. C. 2. 73.
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land nearly about the fame time as the journal of De Fonte was

made public.

De Fonte afterwards failed himfelf with the reft of his fqua-~

dron, to put in execution the orders he had received. He en-
tered the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, in latitude 53 deg. north,
on the 14th of June, and continued failing through it for 260
leagues, in intricate channels among iflands, until he arrived at

the mouth of a river, which he named Rio de los Reyes. From
this place he difpatched the fhip under the command of Bernar-

do, on the 28th of the fame month, to dilcover the Tartarian
fea. To effet this, Bernardo failed up a.river, the courfe of

which was north north-eaft and north north-weft. This river was
named Rio del Haro, and came from a lake full of iflands, which

he called Velafco. A fouth fouth-ealt moon made high water in
both the rivers, and it flowed from 22 to 24 feet in each of them.
He appears to have held a wefterly courfe in the lake 6o leagues,

until he arrived at a large peninfula, called by the natives Coni-
baffet ; he left the fhip there in a fafe port, formed by an ifland

called by him Bernarda, and the Peninfula; and then proceeded
in three Indian boats, each made of a tree 50 or 6o feeet long,
accompanied by two Jefuits, 20 of his own {eamen, and 36 of
the natives, down a river, which had three falls, 80 leagues, un.
til he came into the Tartarian fea, in latitude 61 degrees north.
The Jefuits, who went with him, are faid to have been before as

far north as 66 degrees,
From
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From this. place he difpatched a letter, dated June 27th, to
De Fonte, to inform him of his fuccefls, and then followed the
direttion of the coalft, which trended to the north-eaft. He failed
by different courfes north-eaft, eaft-north-eaft, and north-eaft and
by eaft, as far as 77, or, as it is faid in another place, 79 degrees
north latitude, 436 leagues, where he found the land to extend
to the northward, and the ice fixed to the fhore. At this place,
one of his feamen went with the natives to a frefh water lake,
about 30 miles in circumference, which emptied itfelf into Davis’

Straits. This lake was in 8o degrees north latitude, and on the
north of it were very high mountains. After which ke returned,

and joined the fleet on the 11th of Augulft.

The fame day he fent away Barnarda, De Fonte failed up the
river which he had called De los Reyes, into a lake named Belle,
In the river there is a fall of water until half flood ; but an hour
and quarter before high water the flood begins to fet ftrongly in-
to the lake, and the water in the river was found to be freth 20
leagues from the entrance. On the 1ft of July, he left his fhips
in a harbour called Conoflet, formed by a fine ifland, and failed
to a river, which he named Rio Parmentire, from a perfon who
accompanied him, and who is faid to have exaétly furveyed it,
In pafling the ri\.rer, he went over eight falls, in all g2 feet per-
pendicular from its fource; following the courfe of the river, he
came, on the 6th of July, to a large lake, which he named De
Fonte, after himfelf, This lake is 160 leagues long, and 6o

S 2 broad,
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broad, extending eaft north-eaft and weft fouth-weft, and is from
20 to 6o fathoms deep, abounding in cod and ling. There are
feveral large iflands and {fome {fmall ones in it, particularly on
the fouth fide, where there is a very large one well peopled. In-
eight days he paffed the eaft north-eaft end of the lake, and en-
tered another, which he named Eftrecho de Ronquillo: this
lake was 24 leagues long and g broad, and from 20 to go fa.
thoms of water. In this place he found a tide, and being fa-
voured with the ebb and a ftrong gale, was able to pafs it n 10

hours.

Three days afterwards he came to an Indian town, where the
inhabitants told his interpreter, Mr. Parmentire, of a {hip which
was anchored at a little diftance. This fhip De Fonte found
came from Bofton, commanded by one Shapely, and the owner,
Major Gibbons, was on board. He purchafed Shapeley’s charts
and journals, and then returned, with as much wind as they
could carry fail to, the 6th of Auguft, and were at the firfl fall
of the Parmentire River on the 11th, 86 leagues, and on the 16th
arrived fafe on board his fhip in the port of Conoffet. Septem.
ber the 2d, he failed on his return home, and on the morning of
ther5th he anchored between Arenna and Mpynhaflet, Arenna
being about 20 leagues from the Rio los Reyes, and Mynhaffet
near it : after pafling the river, he returned home. In the con- .
clufion of his account he fays, that the chart will make it clear,
that there 1s no entrance into the fouth fea by the north-weft

paffage ; but no chart accompanies the relation,
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That a very confiderable opening, in every refpet anfwering
to the defcription he gives of the Archipelago of St. Lazarus,
exifts in the fame latitude in which he lays it down, has been
proved by feveral authentic teftimonies ; and if future difcove-
rers fhould likewile prove as fuccefsful in exploring his courfe
through the lakes, there cannot remain a doubt but the moft
important. advantages. may be derived from it to the commerce
of this country, by opening fo direét a navigntion to Nootka
Sound. To ftimulate the future adventurers in that part of the
world to profecute his track, and to excite their endeavours to

eftablifh fo defirable a communication between the two feas, is

the objeét of this Memoir.

Between Nootka Sound and Cape Edgecumbe, exaétly in the
latitude where the Archipelago of St. Lazarus is fituated, ac-
cording to De Fonte’s narxatfve, Captain Cook was prevented
from feeing the land ; but Captain Roberts, who conltruted the
chart which 1s annexed to his lalt voyage, marks the line of coalt
which the Spaniards under Don Heceta are faid to have feen.
The exaét fituation of this land was afcértained by Captain Low-

rie and Guile in the year 1786, while on a voyage of commercial

adventure, and afterwards found by Captain Dixon, who com- °

commanded a fhip in the {ame trade, to be an aflemblage of ifles,
which he called Charlotte Ifles, the name they {till retain. Thefe
iflands are feparated [rom the ealtern fhore by an opening as
wide as the Englifh channel, and exaétly in the latitude of 53

: deg.
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deg. north. Captain Hanna, who was trading on the coalt in the
year 1785, dilcovered iflands with extenfive founds firetching to
the ealtward, correfponding with the defcription of De Fonte’s

Archipelago of St. Lazarus. In 1787, Captain Duncan exami-
ned thefe founds, and proceeded among the iflands in a north

north-eaft dire@ion, until he found a {carcity of fea otter {kins,
which was the objeét of his voyage, when he was obliged reluc-
tantly to return. Thefe iflands, he fays, are fo very mountainous
that the fnow remains perpetually upon their fummits, and the
fea is fo deep clofe to the fhore, that he very feldom came to an
anchor, but made his floop faft to the trees near the water. Thefe
trees were generally fir, of the firft quality for mafls. As he en-
tered the archipelago, the mountains gradually encreafed in
height, towering above each other ; but he obferved, at the ex-
tent of his refearches, that they gradually decreafed to the eaft-
ward of him, from whence he fuppoles, the account which the
commander of the American {loop Wathington gave (d), of his

having failed through an open fea, according with that which
De Fuca is faid to have navigated, might be credited.

This archipelago having been certainly afcertained to be fi-
tuated in the fame latitude in which De Fonte places it, {tamps
a credit on his account, and leads us to place the greater confi-
dence in his narrative, in thofe places where we have not an
equal authority to guide us.

From
(4) Vide page 66. '
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From the entrance of the Archipelago of St. Lazarus to the
place where the two rivers, Rio Haro and Rio de los Reyes, fall
into the {ea, he fays, that he failed 260 leagues, in intricate pal-
fages among iflands, keeping the boats a mile a-head to found.
Now the commander of the American {loop having afcertained
the exiltence of an extenfive mediterranean {ea beyond thofe
iflands, which form the entrance of the archipelago, gives fome
authority to this part of his account, and if we allow for the dif-
ferent courfes he muft have failed among the iflands, the diftance
will give him a pofition near the Arathapefcow Lake of Hearne,
or the Great Slave Lake of the Canadian traders. If we examine
Mr. Hearne’s draught of this lake, which was made from the
Indian accounts, we fhall find on the fouth coaft of it a bay,
which is marked Salt Water Bay, into which a river appears to
difcharge itlelf, which is called Salt Water River; and this is
further confirmed by a draught of the inland country brought
to England by Norton, which is publifhed, from the original
in the Hudfon’s Bay Company’s pofleflion, by Mr, Dalrymple,
as the word Salt is written in that exaétly in the {fame fituation.
1 would therefore infer from this obfervation, that the lake which
De Fonte difcovered, and entered with his fhips after pafling the
Archipelago of St. Lazarus, is the Grand Slave Lake of the Ca-
nadian traders, or the Arathapelcow of Mr. Hearne.

We fhall, in the firft place, proceed to examine the route
which Bernarda followed after he entered the Lake Velafco by

means
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means of the Rio Haro. He failed to the weftward 6o leagues,
until he came to a port at the mouth of a river running o the
weftward, which was formed by an ifland, to which he gave his

own name, and a peninfula which was called Conibaflet, This

river, we have before remarked, has been navigated by a Mr.
M¢Kenzie, who found it to iffue out of the weflt end of the
lake (¢), and the traders having furveyed part of the north coaft
of the lake, found a deep bay, which, from its direftion, feems
to form a peninfula at the north part of the river, correfponding
exattly with the peninfula of Conibaffet. When Mr. M‘Kenzie
furveyed the river, he found that its courle was to the north-
ward, inftead of weﬁwalrd, and that it did not communicate with

the fea to the fouthward of the latitude 69 deg. north,

This is certainly againft the account we have of Bernarda’s
track to the Tartarian fea, which he entered by means of this
river, in the latitude of 61 deg. north; but I muft beg leave to
refer the reader to an account publifhed in the Gentleman’s Ma-
zine fome little time fince from one Peter Pond, where he will
obferve, that the river we are {peaking of was fuppofed by him to
have a communication to the weftward, either with Cook’s River
or Prince William’s Sound ; as fome of the traders had traced
it as far as 141 deg. wefl longitude, in that direttion, when they
were flopped by falls the largeft in the world, the river being
two miles wide at that place, and that he himfelf faw an Indian

in

() Vide p. 85.



DISCOVERIES OF DE FONTE.

in 1787, who came up the river, and had in his poffeffion a
blanket he had trafficked for with perfons on board a fhip which
had been trading on the coaft (). Now the falls which he re-
prefents to have been found in this river correfpond with Ber-
“narda’s account, but do not at all agree with Mr, M‘Kenzie’s re-

port ; as he only obferved two rapids in the whole courfe which

he followed, and no falls whatever, and it is not likely the In-

dians, who, from the circumftance of their having a blanket in
“their pofleflion, muft have come from the welt coaft, would have

gone [o far to the northward as latitude 69 deg. for a paflage to
the lake. For which reafons, I am inclined to give credit to

i 3 Pond’s

(f) Gendim w’s Magazine, Vol. LX, p 197, Extral of a letter from ***** at Quebec,
Now. 7, 1789. From out of the Great Slave Lake runs a very large river, its courfe almoft
fouth weft, and has the largeit falls on it in the known world; it is, at leaft, near two miles
wide where the falls are, and an amaxzing body of water. This river leaves the lake in {a-
titude 64 deg. north, and longitude 135 welt, and the falls are in longitude 141. The great
chain of mountains that estend from Mexico along the Weftern, or Pacific Ocean, and the
Northern Pacific Ocean, terminates in latitude 621 deg. and longitude 136 deg. fo that the
Slave River runs to the weltward of them, and empties into the ocean by its courfe in latitude

59 d2g.———The mouth of Slave River, at the lake, is in latitude 64 deg. and longitude
134 deg. The mouth of Cook’s River is in latitude 59 deg. 40 min. and longitude 154
deg. The ccurfes are north-ealterly and fouth-wefterly, The degrees of longitude in that
latitade are but little more than 26 miles upon the average to a degree, and the difference
of the latitude only about 4 degrees ; hence, and as there is no other known vent for the
river fetting out of Slave Lake, nor any other river in that couantry to the northward or
fouthward of Slave Lake, to form fuch a river as Cook’s, there can be little doubt but the
fource of Cook’s River is now fully difcovered and known. Another proof is, that the
gentleman (from whofe chart and from whom I have colle@ted the above information) met
with two Indians, who came, as they faid, up a river from the Northern Pacific Ocean all the
way to the Slave Lake, They brought him a blanket in 1787, which they received from
veilels which were at the mouth of the river. They faid that the river they were in is large
to the place of difcharge, and navigable ; fo that, if we take the latitude and longitude of
the two rivers, the courfes, and all the other circamflances, into confideration, little doubt
remains but that they are the fame,

137



138 MEMOIR ON THE

Pond’s account, and as Mr. M‘Kenzie remarks, that there was

river on the weft bank as he proceeded to the northward, I
fhould apprehend that the current divides itfelf at that place,
and the lake difcharges itfelf to the weftward as well as to
the northward. After Bernarda entered the Tartarian fea, the
opening, which I have in the preceding memoir endeavoured to
point out as the Straits of Anian, would afford him a paffage to
the head, as he terms it, of Davis’ Straits, and the diftance which

he is faid to have failed will be nearly anfwerable (g).

ke delie e But to return to De Fonte, whole track is more immediately
i connefted with our prefent fubjeét. It appears that the Lake
Belle, into which he found an entrance, by means of the Rio de
los Reyes, could not be very far diftant to the eaft of the Lake
Velafco, fo that Tam of opinion, he likewife navigated the
more eaftern part of the fame lake as Bernarda did, which, as he
entered it by a feparate opening, he might fuppofe to be a dif-
tin€t collettion of water. The port which he came to an anchor
in, and which he called Conoffet, I apprehend to be near the
ifland which the Canadian traders have fince vifited, and named
la Coche. The narrative is rather againit this opinion, as in one

part

{¢) In Bernarda’s report to De Fonte, he remarks, that whenhe arrived at the laticude of
»g deg. north, he found the ice fixed to the fhore, and the land fill trending to the north-
ward. This may be brought in fupport of what I have advanced in the preceding memoir
as an opinion, that the fame caufe which prevents the ice from pafling to the fouthward
through Lhering’s Strait, may exift at the northern part of the frozen ocean, fo as to render
thofe feas navigable.
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part of it the place is faid to be fituated on the fouth fide of the

lake, and confequently near the mouth of the river by which he

entered; but the diftance of time which he took, on his return,

to fail from Conoflet, before he arrived at the river, gives me |

139

reafon to {uppofe 1t at a greater diftance. The fituation is of -

very little confequence in refpeét to the authenticity of the ac-
count, for which reafon I have ventured to place it at the Ifle de
Coche, becaufe he departed from Conoffet, and almoft imme-
diately after went down the river Parmentire. Now the Cana.
dian traders have noticed a large river in the north part of the
Slave Lake, correfponding exatly with the Rio Parmentire :

they have only marked the opening, as it had not been navigated

in the year 1780.

By means of this river, De Fonte difcovered the large lake
which he named after himfelf, Here I am left 'once more to ven-
ture upon conjeéture; but I flatter myfelf it will not be without
fome probable foundation. Mr. Arrow[mith has not ventured

to mark any thing to the northward of the Slave Lake; but if
we have reference to Mr. Hearne’s map, we fhall find that he

lays down, on Indian information, a very confiderable lake,
called Edland, which communicates with the lake he calls Ara-
thapefcow, by means of a river, or rather chain of fmall lakes,
exaélly in the direétion where Mr. Arrow{mith marks the open-
ing of the Great River from the Canadian accounts, This river
I fuppofe to be the fame that De Fonte difcovered, receiving its

T 2 waters

De Fonte's Lake
fuppofed to be the
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Hearne,
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waters from the Slave Lake, inftead of difcharging itfelf into it
as Mr, Hearne reprefents,

From this lake he pafled, without the intervention of any falls,
eafl north eaft into the Lake, or rather Strait, of Ronquillo,where
he met with a tide of ebb, and, as he fays he found very good
cod and ling in this place, we may be led to conclude that this
colleétion of water muft communicate with the ocean, either by
the Straits of Ronquillo, or in fome other part(4). The Japa-
nefe map, which I have before had occafion to refer to, takes no-
tice of an inlet from the frozen ocean, which runs as far fouth as
the latitude 65 deg. The exillence of this inlet was confirmed
in 1789 by Mr. M¢‘Kenzie, as I have before oblerved ; for the
Indians informed him, at the latitude 65 deg. north, while he
was pafling down the river to the ocean, that the fea was but a
{hort diftance on either fide of him. Comparing this account
with the circumftance of Mr. Hearne’s laving down the Edland
Lake in the fame fpot, there cannot be a ftronger proof of the

exiftence of De Fonte’s Lake, except it be deduced from an

attual furvey.

Mr, Hearne, in his paflage to and from the Coppermine River,
travelled along the banks of a lake to which the Indians gave
the name of Cogead. This lake extends north and fouth nearly

; s

(%) I fhall, however, have occafion to remark hereafter, that the exiftence of cod and
ling in this lake is not a pofitive proof of its aftual communication with the fea; as they have
been found in thofe parts, in lakes where the water is quite frefh,
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24 leagues, and is about three or four leagues broad in every
part of it. If it fhould appear that my reafoning has any foun-
dation for the fituation in which I have placed the Rio Parmen-
tire and the Lake De Fonte, I apprehend there cannot be the

fmalleft reafon to hefitate a moment, in {uppofing the Straits of
Ronquillo to have been recognized by Mr. Hearne, under the

name of the Cogead Lake, in the year 1770. For the length and
breadth agree exaftly with each other, and the northern Indians
having a town (Congecathawachaga) at the north-eaft extremity
of the lake, which has a communication with the fea to the eafl-
ward, correfponding with the Indian town where De Fonte re-
ceived his information of the Bofton fhip, carries with itfuch

weight, as to remove it perhaps beyond the poffibility of doubt.

It will not, I flatter mylelf, be neceffary for me to make any
further obfervations, to prove the flrong fimilarity between De
Fonte’s account and the modern difcoveries; but I muft obferve,
that there is one part of the narrative, which, as it now flands,

is not perfetly intelligible. This 1s on his return, where he fays,
“ he arrived at the firft fall of Rio Parmentire on the 11th Au-

“ guft, 86 leagues.” What part of the courfe was 86 leagues has
not been hitherto afcertained. There appears to me, in this
place, to be a typographical error, and that it fhould be read
186 leagues, inflead of 86. The intention of the author was to
fay, that he left the Bofion fhip on the 6th Augult, with a firong
gale and the current in his favour, and by the 11th he had failed

from
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from the eaft end of Lake Ronquillo, to the firft fall of the Rio

Parmentire, at the weft end of Lake De Fonte; the diftance be-
tween them being 186 leagues. He had before afcertained the
extent of thele lakes, which jointly form a colleétion of water,
meafuring 184 leagues from eaft to weft; fo that allowing the
river which connefts them to be two leagues more, it will make,
in the whole, the diftance he failed in 5 days, which is fomewhat

lefs than five knots an hour.

From the concurring teftimony of the Indians, and from feve.
ral {ketches which are in the pofleflion of the Hudfon’s Bay Com-
pany, it is very apparent, that there is fomewhere a communica-
tion between the Welcome and the Frozen Ocean, at the mouth
of the Coppermine River. A rude fketch, drawn with charcoal
on a deer fkin, of a map of the country to the northward of
Churchill River, brought by two northern Indian traders, Mea-
tonabee and Idot ly ozee, has been publifhed by Mr, Dalrymple,
This map delerves particular attention, as the recent difcoveries
of Hearne and the Canadians are very accurately delineated
upon it (z). The coalt, according to this authority, is continued
from Churchill to the Coppermine. This is further confirmed

by

(/) And it fhould be obferved, that the colleflion of water which Hearne calls Cogead,
and delineates as a fmall lake, is in this fketch reprefented extending from the Indian town
to the fouthward ; but the lines are szruptly broken off, as they divcrgc from each other, as
if the lake was of fuch extent to be beyond the reach of his obfervation, This accords with
my idea, that it hasa communication with the large Lake of De Fonte. It is likewife worthy
obfervation, that one of the tracks here marked down, which the Indians make going to and

from
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by another map, likewife publifhed by Mr. Dalrymple, from the
Hudfon’s Bay Company’s papers, which was either drawn by, or
remarks have been made upon it, by an European; as, at the

place where Repulfe Bay fhould be placed, the following obfer-
vation is made: ‘* The fartheft C. Middleton went in the fhip
“when upon difcovery, very little water,” and feveral iflands are
laid down in the channel. Middleton did not find any want of
water during the time he was at the bay; but he did not go near
the weflern fhore by three leagues, as appears by an extralt
from Rankin’s journal, as it was originally delivered to the Ad-

miralty, before the difpute arofe between Middleton and )Dobbs,
which occafioned bim afterwards to revife thofe parts which re-

lated to Wager River(£). :
‘ It

from Churchill, is the fame which Mr. Hearne followed along the eaftern bank of the Co-
gead ; but another is marked, which appears to lead down the Clowey River into the Slave
Lake, which it croffes to the northward, and follows its coaft until it enters a great bay, the
eaftern branch of which it traverfes to the fource, from whence it trends direétly to the eaft-
ward, to the Tndian town of Congecathawhachaga, May we not from hence prefume, that
the birch cances of the Indians being too fmall to navigate {o large a colle@tion of water, as
De Fonte reprefents that lake to be, they are obliged to follow this circuitous route in order
to avoid this inconvenience. i

(#) ““duguft 6, 1742—We worked up round much ftraggling ice all night ; in the morn-
« ing when the fun cleared up the Haze, to our great difappointment, we faw the land low,
¢¢ quite round the lower beach, round to the weftward of north, and make a deep bay ; and
< our hopes of a paflage that way all over. But to make fure, we kept on our courfe to the
«¢ cod of it, until 2 P. M, that we could not go above fix or eight miles farther that way,
«¢ we tried the tide, and found none at all.”

¢ Augnft 7—Little winds and fair weather. Sounded 7o fathom, At 2 P. M. tacked in
« the cod of the bay. Itbore N. by W. (mem. 3 points variation W.) diftance 3 leagues.
« Acrofs from fide to fide, 6 or 7 leagues very high land, At 4 ditto, Cape Hope bore
‘ : “ S, W,
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It is likewile very evident, that Middleton took very little
pains to afcertain whether any opening could be found among
the iflands to the weltward, as he not only tacked when he came

within three leagues of the bottom of the bay, but likewife failed

out of it on his return; fo that he took fearcely 24 hours to exa-
mine the whole bay, as he worked round Cape Hope, in the
night of the 6th, and at 4 in the morning of the 7th, he made
the fame cape to bear from him north north-eall, being then in
the Welcome. Hence it is very clear, his finding no lefs than 70
fathom does not invalidate the teftimony of the obfervation made
in this map; as he neither ftaid long enough, or went near enough

to examine the bottom of the bay.

The Diretors of the Company, I fhould apprehend, know
how this map came into their pofleflion, and muft be well ac-
quainted with what dependence can be placed upon its authori-
ty; but at any rate, when compared with the Indian fketches,

and Middleton’s {light examination of thefe parts, it gives great
room to {uppofe, that there is a communication between Re-

pulfe Bay and the Frozen Ocean, by which means the Bofton

fhip could have pafled, {o as to have met with De Fonte at Con-
gecathawhachaga.

The

¢« 5, W. by compafs, diftant 7 or 8 leagues, Sounded 74 fathoms. Sailing among ftrag.

¢« gling ice, founded 78 to 105 fathoms. 4 A. M. Cape Hope bore N. N. E. diitant
¢ leagues, in g5 fathoms.™
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As the public are already inclined, from the evidence of the
late difcoveries, to believe that this account was too hallily re-
jeéted, it will be unneceflary for me to enter into a minute refu-
tation of the arguments which have been advanced againft its
authenticity. The very exiftence of fuch a perfon as De Fonte
has been difputed; but, from the information of Mr. Dalrymple,
we have to advance the authority of Witfon, In the fecond edi-
tion of his North and Eaft Tartary, printed in 1705, he profefles
to be in pofleflion of the original manufcript of a furvey of Ter-
ra del Fuego, made by one De Fonte in 1649; whence it will
appear, that a perfon of that name was employed in the fouth
{eas, and if he furveyed the fouthernmoft part that year, he might
have been fent to examine the northern part of the continent in
the year 1640.

His meeting with a fhip belonging to Bofton, has given many
perfons caufe to difcredit the account, becaule it was fo early
after the fettlement of the colony in New England; but it is very

clear, that the northern colonills did very early carry on a trade
in Hudfon’s Bay. The intent of Gillam’s voyage was principally
to carry out Grofleliers, an inhabitant of Canada, who had been

introduced to Prince Rupert by Mr, Montague, the Englifh Am-,

baflador at Paris, This man reported that he had croffed the
lakes north of Montreal, and, during the time of his wintering
in Hayes’ River, he difcovered fix perfons on the banks of Nel-
fon River, who were put on fhore by a fhip from Bofton, to feek

U 2
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a place for the crew to winter in; and near to them he found
a fettlement, which he furprifed, and became malfter of the coun-
try. After exploring the fituation of it, he returned to Quebec,

leaving his nephew in the command. A difpute arifing with his
employers about the plunder, he fent his brother to France to

" reprelent his cafe; but he returned without redrefs: on which

account Grofleliers went himfeif to report the importance of the
difcovery ; but being negletted by the French miniftry, he ob-
tained letters from Mr. Montague to Prince Rupert, at whofe
inftance the voyage was fet on foot, and a company chartered
with the exclufive privilege of trading to thofe parts. It is evi-
dent from thele circumftances, that the people of Bofton not

only carried on a trade, but even made fettlements in thofe parts
at a very early period. If we confider the time Groffeliers muft
have {pent in his difputes at Quebec, and attendance on the mi-
niftry, added to the time which muft neceffarily be taken up in
the different paflages of himfelf and brother to and from France,
we may be led to conclude, that the New England colonifts had
embarked in that trade as early as De Fonte has afferted.

The circumftance of the tide flowing into the Lake Belle,
when there was found a fall of water at three quarters flood,
has been objeéted to, becaufe no fimilar obfervation has been
made in other parts of the world, This has been called an ab-
furd and incongruous dream, the produttion of fome idle vifio-
nary, which wants only to be read, and it will refute itfelf. In

America,
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America, the appearance of the country, the peculiar cuftoms
of its inhabifants, and the nature of its produétions, are {o very
different from what we have been accuftomed to oblerve, thatitis
not without reafon it has been called a New World. Lakes fimilar
to the Lake Belle are frequently met with in thofe parts, how-
ever unufual they may be in any other. That which terminates
the Chefterfield Inlet may be brought as an example; but the
weltern extremity of the River Wager is fo fimilar, and the cir-
cumf{tances fo pointedly marked, that I fhall quote the defcrip-
“tion of ‘it, from Ellis’s account of the voyage which was made

to determine the difpute between Captain Middleton and Mr.
Dobbs (/).

And in further illuftration of it, I fhall add fome remarks by
Middleton, in his reply to Mr. Dobbs, when making his obferva-
tions on this part of the river. Mr, Dobbs wanted to prove that

U2 the

(NElis’ Voyage, page 253, For the purpofe of examining the head of the ftraits, the boats
were difpatched from the fhips, ¢ and continued a wetterly coarfe till it diminifhed in breadth
from ten leagues to fcarce one. It was now almoft night, when we were alarmed by a very
loud noife, refembling the found of a vaft cataraét. Early in the morning, we difcovered
that the noife we had heard was occafioned by tides being confined in a paffage about 6o
yards wide, the tide commonly rifing fourteen feet and a half at the full and change of the
moon. Obferving that the ftrait opened beyond this fall to five or fix miles wide, and ran
feveral leagues to the wefltward, we were {till in hopes of a paffage. Our greateft difficulty
was to pafs the fall ; but we foon found that it might be paffed without the leaft hazard at
half flood, when the water below the fall was upon a level with that above. We paffed the
fall on the 2d of Auguft, and above it the tide only rofe four feet, and no ground was to be
found with a line of 140 fathoms. We fill faw feals and white whales. At day break the
next morning we went on fhore, and from the hills, that were not far from the coaft, we had
the mortification to fee that it ended in two fmall unnavigable rivers, one of which plainly
fell from a large lake, that lay fome miles diftance to the fouth-weft,
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the Lieutenant, when fent to explore the head of Wager River,
met with a flood tide from the wefltward, which checked his pro-
grefs, the water at the fame time being found to rife by the fhore.
He laid great firefs upon this circumftance ; but the laft quota-
tion fhews the refult of a more accurate examination, and Capt.
Middleton had before fatisfaétorily accounted for the caufe of
this appearance. An appearance, which, had not De Fonte na.
vigated the Rio de los Reyes to its fource, might have equally
induced him to have formed an opinion fimilar to that of Mr.

Dobbs (m).

Another caufe of objeCtion has been, that De Fonte [ays, the
Jake which bears his name contains a large quantity of fifh,
among which are cod and ling, whence it muft have an imme-
diate connexion with the fea. This might be the cafe and ftill
the water be frefh; for according to Ellis’s account, when he let

a bottle down, in the upper part of Wager River above the fall,

to go fathoms, where the cork was forced in, it brought up water
as

(m) Middleton's Reply, page 87, < The. reafons given in this new account by which the
Lieutenant was convinced, that there was a ftrong flood tide from weft north-wett, a judicious
man will {ay are no reafons at all ; for granting he altered the land very much until he met
the frefh or water fall againit him, taat the boat fell aftern by coming nearer to the catarad&,
and that it flowed fix feet, as the Lieutenant fays, thefe are no more than may be obferved
in all rivers. When you come to the end of the flood ftream, the water fivells feveral feet,
though the frefh fiream runs frong againft you. This may be feen every tide of flood at
London bridge, and continues for near a quarter of the tide, till the flood meets the ebbing
ftream, and they come to an horizontal plane. It is vifible the fudden turning of the tide
or frefh againft him can be afcribed to nothing but his getting nearer the cataraf, where it
might run againft him twice as falt as the boat went a-head, though they had a good breeze

of wind,”
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as falt as that of the ocean. This is well known likewife to be
the cafe in the Baltic at fome fealons of the year; and Ellis
fays, in refpeét to the Chefterfield Inlet, that when the boats
firlt faw it, they found the water fo frefh 10 leagues within the
entrance, as to give them no hopes of a paffage, for which rea-
fon they negle€ted fearching it any further, and it was not till
the year 1701 that it was found to extend upwards of 200 miles
to the weltward. The frefhnefs of the water here muft evidently

be from the great quantity of melted fnow which is brought
down by innumerable rivulets, the fame as in the Baltic, becaufe

the tide was found to flow to the very extremity of the inlet,

and further in the water 1s falt.

Another objeétion againft the authenticity of the narrative,
and which appears to have had confiderable weight, is, that the
tides which enter the rivers Haro and Los Reyes, flow only 22
or 24 feet, whereas the Rio Parmentire has falls in it meafuring
g2 feet perpendicular, independent of the declivity which is ne-

ceflary to form a current, before it enters the Lake De ronte(n).
Conld

(#) Buffon has made fome obfervations on this fubjeé worth attending to, He fays, ¢ the
celerity of running waters is not in exa& proportion to the declivity of their channels. A
river with an uniform declivity, and double to that of another, ought not, it would appear,
to run with more than a double celerity; but its celerity is much more quick, being fome.
times triple, {fometimes q;_ulruple, &c. The celerity depends more upon the quantity of
water, and the weight of the fuperior waters, than upon the degree of defcent. In digging
the bed of a river or drain, it is unneceflary to make the defcent uniform through its whole
extent. A quick motion is more eafily produCEd by ma’.:ing the declivity much greater at the
fource than at the mouth, wh‘:::e, like the beds of natural rivers, it is almoft imperceptible,

and yet they preferve their celerity, which is more or lefs, according to the quantity they
contain 3
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Could a canal have been conftruéted acrofs the ifthmus of Suez,
great advantages would have accrued from it to the commerce

of the eaft. In difculling this fubjeét, much has been faid upon
the queftion, whether the Red Sea is higher than the Mediterra-
nean(o). The objett we have before us is of a fimilar nature, and

without having recourfe to any other authority than what is de-

rived from an examination of the northern parts of America, I

believe

contain ; for in great rivers, even where the ground is level, the water ftill runs, not only
with the velocity originally acquired, but with the accumulated velocity produced by the
aftion and weight of the fuperior waters ¥. To make this matter ftill more plain, let us
fuppofe the Seine from Pont-ncuf to Pont-royal to be perfeétly level, and to be ten feet
deep ; let us alfo fuppofe the bed of the river below Pont-royal and above Pont-neuf to be
fuddenly dried up ; the waters, in this cafe, would run both up and down the channel, till
their equilibrium was perfeétly reflored. This effet is produced folely by the weight of the
water, which never allows it to remain at reft till its particles are equally prefled on all fides,
and its furface reduced to a perfe&t level. The weight of water, therefore, contributes
greatly to increafe the celerity of its motion. This is the reafon why the greateft celerity
in a current of water is neither at the bottom nor at the furface, but nearly in the midde,
which is prefled both by the column above, and by the reaction from the bottom, But, what
is ftill more, when a river acquires a great celerity, it will not only preferve it, though
running through a level country, but even {urmount heights, without fpreading much to a
fide, or, at leaft, without producing an inundation of any moment.—Smellic’s Buf. w. i. p. 261.

(6) Parenii Geograph. page 100. ¢ Oceanus Germanicus, qui eft Atlantici pars, inter
Frifiam et Hollandiam fe effundens, efficit finum, qui, etfi parvus fit refpectu celebrium
finuum maris, tamen et ipfe dicitur mare, alluitque Hollandiz emporium celebersimum, Am-
ftelodanum. Non procul inde abeft lacus Harlemenfis, qui etiam mare Harlemenfe dicitur.
Hujus altitudo non eft minor altitudine finus illivs Belgici, quem diximus, et mittit ramum
ad urbem Leidam, ubi in varias foflas divaricatur. Quoniam itaque nec lacus hic, neque
finus ille Hollandici maris inundant adjacentes agros, (de naturali conftitutione Joquor, non
ubi tempeltatibus urgentur, propter quas aggeres fadti funt) ; patet inde, quod non fint al-

tiores

* By not atttending to thefe circumftances, Mr. Khun was led falfely to affirm, that the
fource of the Danube was at leaft two German miles higher than its mouth ; ‘that the Medi-

terranean is 6 German miles lower than the fources of the Nile ; that the Atlantic Ocean
45 half a mile lower than the Mediterranean, &c.
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believe I fhall be able to prove, not only that there is no impro-
bability in this account, but that there are other collettions of
water which communicate with the fea on both fides of the con-

tinent, as well as the Arathepefcow Lake.

Mr. Turner, who was employed as the company’s {urveyor, fays,
on Indian authority, that the river which falls into the Cedar and
Winnipeg Lakes, and from thence into Hudfon’s Bay, continues
to be navigable as far above Hudfon’s Houle, which is in lati-
tude 53 deg. north, and longitude 253 deg. 30 min. eaft, as be-
low it, without any fall or rapid after palling the great rapid
near Cedar Lake, for more than 200 miles. This appears to be

further corroborated by the teftimony of a late writer on the

fubjeét of the Hudfon’s Bay trade. He was employed by the
company of Canadian merchants, and refided on the banks of

the river from 1784 to 1787.

“In the year 1787,” he fays, *“ when the following remarks

were made, I wintered in the computed latitude of 55 degrees
north, and longitude 120 deg. welt from London. I cannot fuf-

ﬁcientlv

tiores quam agri Hollandiz. At vero Oceanum Germanicum effe altiorem quam terras hafce,
experti funt Leidenfes, cum fufcepiffent fofam feu alveum ex urbe {ua ad Oceani Germanici
littora, prope Cattorum vicum perducere, (diftantia eft duorum milliarium) ut, recepto per
alveum hunc mari, poffent navigationem inftituere in Oceanum Germanicum, et hinc in va-
rias terr® regiones. Verumenimvero, cum magnam jam alvei portam perfeciffent, defiflere
coaéti funt, quoniam tum demum per obfervationem cognitum eft, Oceani Germanici aquam
efle altiorem quam agrum inter Leidam et littus Oceani iftius ; unde locus ille, ubi fodere
defierunt, dicitur Het malle Gar, Qceanus itaque Germanicus eft aliquantum altior quamn
fin us ille Hollandicus,” &c,
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ficiently lament the opportunity I have loft of giving to a cer-
tainty the geographical fituation of the place, for the want of
necellary inftruments. As this cannot be repaired, I muft endea-

vour to compenfate for it, by communicating {uch faéts as have
come to my knowledge, either through the channel of perfonal

experience, or confidential information, The courle of the river
was nearly ealt, and I wintered about 700 miles above its dif-
charge into the Cedar Lake. Its current is regular, and in the
whole diftance we have but one place where the paflage is in
the lealt impeded by rapids, and even this place is very trifling,
and eafily pafled with proper care.”——“ What I have thought
worthy of obfervation, during my ftay here, has been the very
fudden and rapid rife of the water in the river during the fum-
mer months, and this without any apparent caufe or extraordi-
nary rains.”— In the fummer of 1786, I obferved the water to
rife 10 feet perpendicular in the fpace of 24 hours, thence it fub-
fided gradually to its ufual height, and then rapidly rofe as be-

fore. The rifling of the water drowns all the country about the
bottem of the river, where the banks are uncommonly low ;

and it frequently happens, that the people who navigate the
traders canoes are obliged to {leep in them for want of a place
to put afhore. This river has feveral kinds of fith in it, and ftur-
geon in the {pring of the year are in great plenty. Its diftance
above us is not known; but, by Indian information, it iffues from
an extraordinary ridge of rocks called the Stony Mountain.”—
“ I have been told, it is feven days journey before you arrive at

3t
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it: it feems to have a north and fouth direftion.”—* About 270

miles below where I wintered, or 470 miles from its mouth, two
branches unite in one, called the North and South Branch (n).”

The fudden rife and fall of the water here mentioned, at a

time when there was no caufe for it from extraordinary rains or
otherwife, cannot be accounted for in any other way than by the
flux and reflux of a tide. This is fo evident, that I apprehend
it will require no further obfervation to fupport it; and when-

ever the coaft of the weflern fea is explored, I am convinced,
that Mr. Umfreville will be found to have a confiderable claim

to the reward, offered by the fociety for the difcovery of a paf-
fage from Upper Canada to the South Sea.

Names of places are in general fo permanent as to retain a fi-
milarity in the found, when other traces of the language are ex-
tin@. In the prefent cale, we have four inftances in which the
native appellations appear to have been retained, viz. the Penin-

fula of Conibaflet, and the ports of Conoffet, Arenna and Myn-
haffet, Captain Mears, in his Account of Voyages to the North

Weft Coaft of America, mentions the names of feveral villages
as they were given to him by Wicananifh, one of the chiefs. In
all of them the termmation, which I confider to be a very diftin-
guifhing refemblance, is e, at, or it, and in one, the final cha-
rafteriftic is particularly marked. The two laft {yllables of Ke-

X noumahafat

(#) Umfreville’s Account of Hudfon’s Bay, page 146 et feq.
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noumahafat correétly accord with Mynhaffet of De Fonte. Tt is
in vain, I think, to argue, that the fabricator of this account
formed thefe names on the idiom of the American language of

the ealt fide of the continent; becaufe fome of the places there,
as Cohaflet, have the fame termination. As the north-weft coalt of

America, and confequently the language, was totally unknown in
the year 1708, when the narrative was written, it muft therefore
be a firange coincidence, not to be accounted for, that in the
language_of a country then unknown the names of places thould
be fo {trikingly alike. It may be inferred, on the contrary, that
the fimilarity between the founds was o great, that inftead of
writing the name Mynhalat, they changed it to Mynhaffet, in
order to make it accord with the orthography of the language
fpoken by the Indians on the eaflern fide of the continent,

There is a firong fimilarity between the three firft fyllables of
Arathepefcow and Arenna, one of the places in the lake at which
De Fonte anchored. The Canadians call the next lake Arabafka,
if there be fo great difference between modern travellers, why
may not the other appellation be as near the true pronunciation,
efpecially as Arathepelcow feems to be a compound word, the
former part of which might be intended to fignify the real name
of the lake ? The fimilarity of the names in fa& is fo very firik-
ing, that Mr. Duncan was convinced of the authenticity of De
Fonte’s account, when he heard them give the names of Claafet,
Kenoumahafat, and Eloifet; to fome of their villages, before he

had
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had any opportunity of examining the coalt in the latitude where

he afterwards recognized the Archipelago of St. Lazarus.

Obfervations made in different parts of the world, afford

ftrong proofs that the fea once covered the {urface of the earth,
from whence it has been raifed by the effe€t of fubterranean fire.

Without entering' further into the fubjeét, I fhall only remark,
that there are many appearances in the northern parts of the
~ American continent, which favour the opinion of feveral refpect-
able authors, who fuppofe, that it emerged at a later period than
the other continent above the furface of the fea; as a great num-
ber of volcanos flill exift on the north-weflt coaft, and the chain
of iflands which extend between the two continents, called the
Fox Iflands, appear to have been formed by volcanic eruptions.
It has indeed been fuppoled that fome parts of Spitzbergen have
very lately been raifed out of the fea; as above a league within
land, beyond the mountains which form the [ea coaft, the maft of
a fhip, with part of the rigging, was found fome years fince (g).

Xe On

(¢) Recueil des Voyages du Nord, Tom 1, page 154

But this ought not to be confidered as a proof, that the fea once covered the land where
the maft was found ; as the greater part of Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla is, in all probabi-
lity, an accumulation of ice covered with a fmall proportion of foil. Wood, who was fhip-
wrecked upon Nova Zembla in 1676, fays, that ¢ moft part of the country is covered per-

«¢ petually with fnow, and that that is bare is not to be walked on, being like bogs, upon

«¢ whofe fuperficies grows a mofs, which beareth a fmall blue and yellow flower ; under the
e fuperﬂcics of this earth, about two feet deep, after we had dug fo low, we came to a firm
«« body of ice, which, as I think, was never heard of before ; fo thefe men that did imagine,

¢ if they were forced to winter to the northward, would dig caves in the earth to preferve
and
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On the wefl coaft of Hudfon’s Bay, it is well known, that the
fea has retired confiderably fince the firlk eftablithment of the
fettlements; as at Churchill, the Indians remark, that canoes have
pafled within their remembrance over rocks, where the higheft
tides do not flow at prefent by feveral feet; and Mr. Duncan,
whofe voyage has been noticed at page 52, found fuch evident
marks of the fea having retired, that although he is fully con-
vinced of the authenticity of De Fonte’s account, from his obfer-
vations on the other fide of the continent, yet he thinks the fea
might have retired fo as to leave the route impraéticable in the
prelent day. But it {fhould be obferved, that he formed this opi-
nion from his furvey of the Chefterfield Inlet, where the Com-
pany fent him to endeavour to find out the paflage in De Fonte’s
Lake; as he found a large bed of cockle fhells on the banks of

the
«¢ themfelves from the cold, would find here but very bad lodging.”” It has been obferved,
that the ice is heaped up along the coaft of Spitzbergen, forming what are called Icebergs,

and thofe who have penetrated into the country have obferved, that the mountains confift of
gravel, and flat ftones, like grey flate, heaped upon one another, which are raifed by the

" wind, and form new appearances every year. Now I fhould apprehend, the maft found fo

far inland, might have been part of the wreck of fome veflel loft in the ice, and the field on
which fhe was wrecked, being afterwards grounded near the fhore, in procefs of time would
be covered by the loofe gravel and flates before mentioned, and fucceediug feafons forming
frefh icebergs without it, it might, without digging below the furface, be fuppofed to have
been raifed above the fea. This opinion feems to be confirmed by fome of thefe icebergs,
which have the appearance of land, being fometimes broke from the fhores by hard gales of
wind, as appears by the colleftion of Dutch voyages in the north, where there is an inftance
of a fhip being moored to a field of ice, during which time the men climbed up to the top
of it, which was 10 fathoms above the water, where thay found it covered with earth, and
the birds had laid their eggs. The colour of the ice was a fine azare blue, and totally dif-
ferent from the other fields. This circumftance gave rife to various fpeculations, fome ima-
gining it to be the effeét of the ice, and others thought the whole was a mafs of frozen earth,

Fide Trofiems Voyage des Hollanduis, par le Nord, Vol. 1, page 46.
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the lake forming the weft part of the inlet, and which is now
frefh water, feveral feet above the reach of the fea, and what is
fill a fironger proof of the faét, on the top of the rocks were
evident marks of the ice having been carried by the current fe-
veral feet above the reach of the higheft tide. Thefe obfervations
led him to conclucie, that the north-weft part of the Welcome,
which is in general low land, has been overflowed at fome for-
mer period, and that there might have been a communication
between the Dobaunt Lake and the Chefterficld Inlet. His re-
marks likewife, when he was {urveying Corbet’s Inlet, tend to
prove the former exiftence of fome volcano; as he obferved the
fun to reflett the moft beautiful colours from the ridge of rocks
over which the river forms feveral catarafts. Now as he fays

thefe rocks have the appearance of iron, they were moll likely
produced from the crater of fome extinguifhed volcano, the lava

of which, being fuddenly cooled by the aétion of water, produced

the balaltic columns which occalioned the refleétion he noticed.

I obferved before, that cod and ling being found in De Fonte’s
Lake is no proof of its immediate communication with the fea,
as they have been caught in lakes where the water is perfeétly
frefh. This is certainly a faét, as cod and ling, exaélly of the
fame fpecies as thofe in the neighbouring feas, excepting that
they are not fo thick in proportion to their length, are caught
in-the Wennipeg Lake, along the banks of which fome fmall
quantities of falt have likewile been found. This is a circum-

ftance



CONCLUSION.

MEMOIR ON THE

{tance worth attending to.” May we not conclude from hence,
that when the f{ea retired from the land, the fith were left in the
valley which formed this lake, and as it would be a long while
before it became quite frefh, the fucceeding fry might become

habituated to an clement, in which they would have perifhed

had not the change been gradually effetted ?

This change, which has in all probability taken place even
lately in thofe parts, might have effaced fome vefliges of De
Fonte’s track; but I think it may be concluded from a review of
the preceding pages, that there was a paffage, fuch as he de-

{cribes, between Hudfon’s Bay and the Pacific Ocean, the redif-
covery of which appears to afford great profpeét of advantage

to the commerce of this country. Perhaps the belt way to effett
this objett would be, to offer a premium in fuch manner, and
under fuch regulations, as I have propoled in refpett to the

Strait of Anian; as it is very evident had Mr. Duncan, when in
the Archipelago of St. Lazarus in 1787, been certain of a re-

ward, he would have profecuted a difcovery, which the commer-

cial interefts of his owners alone obliged him to relinquifh.
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s

GUILAR, (Martin) difcovers Cape
Blanco, and an opening near to it, 79.

Avarcon (Fernando) arrives at the bot:

tom of the Gulphof Catifornia—cnters the
Colorado or North River—Ramufio’s ac-
count of his Expedition, 6z.

ArLeuTian, Andreanoff and Fox Iflands dif-
covered by the Ruffians, and called the Ca-
therina Archipelago, 40.

Amzsrican Continent. Obfervations on its
northern part, 155—lately emerged from
the fea, ibid.

Axpreanorr Iflands, 4o

Awxtan, Straits of, fuppofed to be the com.-
munication between the Atlantic and Pa-
cific Oceans, §8-—enquiry concerning their
name, 100 to 110,

AraTHarEscow, or Great Slave Lake, 85"

135, 139
B

BAFFIN, (fee Bylot) Remarks on his ac-
count of Lancafter’s Sound, 83. His firft
voyage compared with Ferrer de Maldo-
nado’s, 97.

Barrtow, (and Knight) their voyage and
lofs, 38.

Beurina, (Captain) his expedition—Vifits
the Coaft of America with Tfchirifkoff, 40.

Brine Lake, probably part of the Great
Slave Lake, 138. Tide flows into it, 146.

Bernarpa, his track, obfervations on.—
Ifland of Conibaffet and Peninfula recog-
nized, 130 and 131,

Burno, (Cabrera) His account of the fhip
St. Auguftin’s voyage, 76.

Burton, (Thomas) vifits Hudfon’s Bay—
difcovers Carey Swan’s Neft—winters at
Port Nelfon, and refumes his difcoveries,
28,

el - A

Buvacue (Monf.) cited, 68, 76, 100—106,
112, 1

ByroTt (and Baffin) vifit Hudfon’s Bay, 2g—
difcover the Mill 1flands and Cape Comfort
jo—vifit Davis’s Straits, Horn Sound and
Womens Iflands, fee the inlets called
Smith, Whale, Jones, and Lancafter’s
Sounds, 30 and z1—Sail thro’ Baflin’s
Straits, 32.

&

CABOT (Sebaftian) difcovers Newfoundland
and part of the Coaft of America, 12.

Canrrirro, (Juan Rodriguez) examines the
the weft coaft of California, 63—difcovers
Cape Mendocino, 64.

Cavirornra difcovered, 6o—Obfervations
on its Gulf, 62, 63.

Canapiax Trapers, their difcoveries, 85

CaTHERINA ArcHIPELAGO difcovered
by Benring, 40

Cuaque, (Martin) his voyage, 14.

CuesrerrieLp InvLeT, feen by Moore
and Smith’s Boats, 44 examined by
Chrittopher, 45, 46—examined again by
Duncan, 54.

Curistoruer, (Capt.) fent to explore
Chelterfield Inlet, 45—fent again with
Norton—their account of the inlet, 46,

Cinova difcovered by Mark de Niza, 5g.

Cocieap Lake, 140.

Corumaus, (Ch,) ﬁifcovers America, ge—
{ends his brother to England, 12.

Coox, (Capt.) bis'voyage, gso—difcovers
Icy Carg, 84~his account of Prince
William’s Sound, with obfervations there-
on, 89, 9o, g1—his reafons for not ex-
ploring the Straits of De Fonte, 127,

CorBrr’s INLET examined by Mr. Dun-
cin, 33.
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Conrpasset, Iland and Peninfula, 130,
136.

Correr Ming River vifited by Mr.
Hearne, 47.

Coronano (Francifco Valquez) difcovers
Teguayo, 6o—and Quivira, 61.

Corterear (Gafpar de) vifits Newfound-
land, and difeovers Labrador, 13, 111.

Cortes difcovers California, 6o.

: D

DAVIS, (John) his firt voyage, 19=his
fecond voyage. zo—his third voyage, 21.

Dixon (Capt.) difcovers Charlotte’s Ifles,
133,

Du~can, (Mr.) fenttoattempt a paflage
thro’ Hudfon’s Bay, gz—arrives at Marble
Ifland, and examines Corbet’s Inlet, 53—
examines Chefterfield Inlet, 54—his ac-
count of the Straits of De Fuca, 67—of
the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, 134.

E

EDLAND LAKE of Mr. Hearne fuppofed

to be the fame as De Fonte’s Lake, 139.
F ’

FONTE. (Bartholomew de) His narrative,
128 to 132—his lake the fame as the Ed-
land Lake of Hearne, and communicates
with Repulfe Bay, 139—objetions to his
parrative conflidered, 145—the names of
places therein like the Neotka names, 153.

Fox Israwps difcovered by the Ruflians, 40

Fox (Lucas) fails into Hudfon’s Bay and
anchors at Marble Ifland, then proceeds
up the Welcome, affl vifits Carey Swan’s
Neft and the Mill Iflands, 34—difcovers
King Charles’s Promontory, Cape Maria,
and Lord Wefton’s Portland, 35.

Fropisuer (Sir Martin) vifits Friefland and
Labrador, and difcovers Frobifher’s Straits,
15~—difcovers Weit Friefland, 16—obfer-
vations on his Straits, 17

Frozen Ocean feen by Maldonado, 82—
by Canadian Traders, 85.

Fuca (Juan de) Sails through an Inlet into
a large Sea, 64—obfervations-on his voy-
age, 65, 66—his Straits vifited by Englith
veflels in 1787, 66—his Sea navigated by -
an American veflel, 66.

G

GIBBONS (Captain) vifits Labrador, 29.

Girrawm (Zachary) Account of his voyage,
and remarks thereon 37, 38.

Grosseriers {Mr.) carried out by Gillam,
145—nhis account of the Lakes north of
Montreal, 146,

H

HALL, (Capt) his voyage to Davis’s Straits,
25—Voyage with Richards, 26, —Voyage
to Greenland, and Death, 28.

Hawksnripce, (Capt.) Account of his
voyage by Fox, 32.

Hearwe, (Mr.) difcovers the Copper Mine
and its River, 47—pafiles by Arathapefcow
Lake on his return, 48.

Hecera, (DonBrano) account of his expe-

.dition and difcoveries, 48, 49.

Hupsow, (Capt.) difcovers the Strait and Bay

which bear his name, and perifhes, 27.
_ ]

JAMES, (Thomas) Account of his voyage to
Hudlon’s Bay. 35, 36.

Jaranese Mar, (of Kempfer) Remarks on,
87, 88, 8o.

K
KNIGHT, his firft voyage in company with
Lindenau and Hall, 24—his fecond voyage
and death, z5, 26.
Knicur and BarrLow, fent on a voyage,
and loft, 38,

LINDEN AU, (Godfke) his voyage to Green-
land, 25. :
Laxcastir, (Capt.) his account of a N.W.

paflage, 91, 9z—Voyages made in confe-

quence thereof, 93 to g7—was acquainted

with Maldonado’s voyage, 93.
Lowrieand Guisg, 133.
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Loaria or Loaysa, (Garcias) his voyage,

81, 1L
M
MACKENZIE (Mr.) difcoversWhale Ifland
86—136.

Macerran difcovers the Straits called by
his name, 9.

MaLpoNave, (Ferrer de) Account of his

voyage, 76—fails thro’ a Strait into the
Frozen Ocean, 8z—paffes thro’ a Strait
that feparates Afia from America, which
he called the Strait of Anian, 77—obferva-
tions on his voyage, 81, 82z.

MavreLLE, (Antonio) his Journal, 127—
publifhed by the Spaniards, in order to
miflead Capt. Cook, 128.

Meares (Capt) winters in Prince William’s
Sound, 119.

Mercuer (David) fails between Greenland
and Spitzbergen, 14.

MipoLeTon, (Capt,) account of him, 41—
explores Wager River and Repulfe Bay,
42, 43=-his ill treatment, 44.

Movrvcca Iflands, ceded by Spain to Por-
tugal, 14.

Moxsoppo, (Lord) Remarks on, 116.

Moore and SmiTH, their voyage to, and
account of, Cheflerfield Inlet and Wager
River, 44.

Munck, (Jens) his voyage to Hudfon’s Bay,
where he wintered in Munck’s Harbour,
33-

N

NOOTEKA SCUND, 133.

NorrTuErRN Seas, Obfervations on the na-
vigation of the, 116.

Norron (Mr.) fent with Capt. Chriftopher
to examine Chefterfield Inlet, 45, §6.
Nova Zempia and Spitzbergen, probably

formed from Icebergs, 155.

(0]
OBSERVATIONS on Frobifher's Straits, 17

Onservarions on Gillam’s voyage, 37.
on Gulph of California,

6z.
on De Fuca’s voyage, 65
onthe Padouca Indians 71
on Maldonado’s voyage,
81.
on Kaempfer's Map, 86—
89.

on the navigation of the
Northern Seas, 116.

onBernarda’s T'rack, 135
on Pord’s Narrative, 136
on the North of the Ame-
rican Continent, 155,
g
PADOUCAS (or Welfh Indians) Remarks
Oh, 71, 324,93,
Pecue (Thomas) fails within the Straits of
Anian, 8o.

Penecosso (Don Diego) 128.

PickerscirL, (Lieut.) {entto furvey Baf-
fin’s Bay, and mifcarries, §1. '

Ponp, (Peter) Obfervations on his narrative,
136, 137, 138,

PorTucuese, their Difcoveries in Africa,
4—vifit Well Coaft of America, 102,

ProLemy, Obfervations on his Geography
of India, 115,

R

REPULSE BAY has a communication with
the Frozen @cean, 142, 144.

Ricuarps (Carften) and Hall make an un-
fuccefsful voyage, 26.

Ronquirio, (Phillip de) 128——Straits
named after him. 13z—fuppofed to be the
Cogead Lake of Mr. Hearne, 140.

S

St. AUGUSTIN, (Ship) Account of her
voyage and lofs, by Cabrera Bueno, 76.

St. Lazarus, (Archipelago of) explored by
Duncan, 5z—recognized by Lowrie, 173
=—by Hanna, 134—by Duncan, 134.
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Scrocaes, (Capt.) Account of his expedition
to the Welcome, and of the Copper Mine,
39.

SHarery, (Capt.) 132.

Smitu. See Moore.

SeiTzrErcEN. See Nova Zembla.

Sraniarps eftablifh ports at Monterey and
San Franfifco, 70.

T

TURNER, (Mr.) his account of Cedar and
Winnipeg Lakes, &c. 151, 152,

Tscuiriskorr. See Behring,

U

UMFREVILLE, (Mr.) 153.

v

VASCO, (de Gama) fails round the Cape of
Good Hope to the Malabar Coatt, 6.

Vevrasco, (Lake) fuppofed to be the Ara-
thapefcow or Great Slave Lake, 135.

Verazawni difcovers Canada, and is flain
in his fecond voyage by the natives of that
country, 7.

Vizcaino, (Sebaftian) his firft voyage, 76
—fecond voyage, 78-—difcovers ports San
Diego and Monterey, 79—obfervations on
his voyage. g8.

WAGER RIVER difcovered and explored
by Middleton, 42——again explored by
Moore and Smith, 44.

WeyMouTH, (George) Account of his voy-
age and difcovery, 22, 23.

WraLe Isnanp difcovered by Mackenzie,
86.

Y

YOUNG, (Lieut.) his voyage to Baffin’s

Bay, and ill fuccefs, 5z.
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