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At a General Court of the Sierra Leone Company,
held at the Paul’s Head Tavern, in Cateaton
Street, London, on Thurfday the 27th day of
March, 1794,

PRESENT

Henry Thornton, Efg. in the Chair,
Several Members of the Court of Dircétors,

And between One and Two Hundred of the
Proprietors,

The Minutes of the laft General Court of the 3oth
‘ day of May, 1793, were read and confirmed.

A Report from the Court of Direclors was then read,
of which the following is the fubftance.
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SUBSTANCE

OF THE

REPORT, &o

ABoOUT two years having elapfed fince
the prefent colony at Sierra Leone was fet on
foot, the DireCtors of the Sierra Leone Com-
pany think it proper to give in this report 2
brief hiftory of its progrefs to the prefent
time : they will then lay before the Court an
account of the Expenfes which have been
incurred, and of the general finances of the
Company ; and they will afterward enter
into a more particular defcription of the Pre-
fent Situation of the fettlement, arranging
their information under the four following
heads ; Health, Trade, Cultivation, and Civi-
lization.

IN order to introduce the fhort Hiftory
that is propofed, it may be proper to ftate
A fome



( 2 )
fome circumflances antecedent even to the
formation of the prefent colony.

In the year 1787, a number of gentlemen
fubfcribed a few thoufand pounds, as a fund
for aﬂiﬁmg fome hundreds of deftitute blacks,
then in London, to fettle at Sierra Leone,
where a confiderable diftri&t of land had
been ceded by the native chiefs for that pur-
pofe: government very liberally feconded
thefe views, by taking upon itfelf the ex-
penfe of tranfporting the blacks thither, and
of fupplying them with neceflaries during the
firft fix or eight months of their refidence in
Africa. It might naturally be expected that
perfons of this defcription, crouded together
on fhipboard, would be very unhealthy, and
the event did but too well juftify the fuppo-
{ition. The number of them that left Eng-
land was 460, of whom 84 died during their
detention in the channel, or on-the paflage ;
and near a hundred more fell victims either
to their own intemperance, or to the hard-
fhlps they were expofed to during the firft
tainy fealon. The remainder of this body of -
men, after having built themfelves a town,
and improved gradually in their circum-
ftances, were difperfed in the year 1790, on
account of their being involved (though not
through their own fault) in the confequences
of a difpute between the natives and the crew
of a Britith veflel, who had fet fire to the
town of a ueighl)ouring chief, -They were
i again
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again united in the year 1791, through the
interference of the Sierra Leone Company’s
Agent, and fixed themfelves in Granville
Town, which is about two or threc miles
diftant from Free Town, the Company’s
prefent chief fettlement. |
When the A& of Parliament had pafled for
incorporating the Sierra Leone Company,
-and a confiderable capital appeared likely to
be raifed for carrying on the undertaking, the
Directors had an opportunity of rendering,
as they conceived, a very important fervice
to the colony, by the acquifition of an addi-
tional number of free black colonifts, ac-
quainted with the Englifh language, and ac-
cuftomed to labour in hot climates. A dele-
gate from a body of blacks in INovaScotia, {up-
pofed to amount to a few hundreds, who was
then in England, reprefented that the perfons
who fent him hither had migrated to Nova
Scotia at the end of the American war, having
received from government certain promifes
of lots of land, which had never been ftrictly
fulfilled ; that both the foil and the climate
of Nova Scotia, as well as many other circumn-
ftances in their fituation, were complained of
by them, and that many of them were defi-
rous of becoming colonifts at the fettlement
which they underftood was likely to be made
at Sierra i.eone.
. The Directors concurred with the Delegate
In applying to his Majefty’s Minifters for a
paflage for them at the expenfe of govern-
A2 ment
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ment, and having obtained a faveurable an-
fwer to their application, they immediately
availed themfelves of the fervices of Lieut.
Clarkfon, who very handfomely offered to go
to Nova Scotia, in order to make the neceflary
propofals, and to fuperintend the colle&ting
and bringing over of {uch free blacks to Sierra
Leone, as might be willing to migrate. All
the particulars of the terms, on which the
Company engaged to reccive them into the
colony, were contained in a printed declara-
tion, of which the following is a copy :
% The Sierra Leone Company, willing to
receive into their colony fuch free blacks
as are able to produce to their agents
“ Lieut. Clarkfon, of his Majefty’s Navy,
“ and Mr. Lawrence Hartfhorn, of Halifax,
“ or either of them, fatisfalory teftimonials
of their character, (more particularly as to
“ honefty, fobriety, and induftry) think it
“ proper to notify, in an explicit manner,
upon what terms they will receive at Sierra
Leone, thofe who bring with them written
“ certificates of approbation, from either of
“ the faid agents, which certificate they are
“ hereby refpe@ively authorifed to grant or
“ withhold at difcretion.
“ It is therefore declared by the Company,
that every free black, upon producing fuch
a certificate, fhall have a grant of not lefs
than twenty acres of land for himfelf, ten
for his wife, and five for every child, upon
® fuch terms, and fubje& to fuch charges
and
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and obligations, with a view to the general
profperity of the Company, as fhall here-
after be fettled by the Company, in refpect
to grants of land to be made by them to
all {t,ttlers, whether black or white.
“ That for all ftores and provxﬁons, &e.
fupplied from the C .ompany’s warehoufes,
the Company fhall receive an equitable
compenfation, according to fixed rules,
extending to blacks and whites indifcrimi-
nately.
“ That the civil, military, perfonal, and
commercial rxghts and duties of blacks and
whites fhall be the fame, and fecured in
the fame manner.
“ And for the full aflurance of perfonal
proteion from flavery to all fuch black
fettlers, the Company have fubjoined a
claufe contained in the A& of Parliament,
whereby they are incorporated, &,
" Prawded alfo, and be it further enalled,
¢ that it fball not be lawful for the ﬁr:d
« Company, cither direétly or indiretly,
by itfelf or themfelves, or by the agents
“ or fervants of the faid Company, or
“ otherwife bowfocver, to deal or traffick
“ in the buying or [felling of flaves, or in
“ any manner whatever to bave, bald,

appropriate or employ any perfon or
«“ perfons in a fate of _/]a'b‘f? 'y, in the
“ fervice of the faid Company.”

Given under our hands, London, the 2d

“ day of Auguft, 1791,

A3 “ Henry

(13
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“ Henry Thornton, “ Samuel Parker
Chairman. “ Yofeph Hardcaflle

% Philip Sanfom, “ Thomas Clarkfon
D. Chairman “ Vickeris Taylor

“ Charles Middleton | “ William Sanford
« William Wilberforee || « Thomas Eldred
“ Granville Sharp “ George Wollf.

& Yobn Kingston :
“ N. B. For the convenience of thofe who
are poflefled of property which they can-
not difpofe of before their departure, the
Company will authorife an agent, who,
on receiving from any proprictor a fufficient
power for that purpofe, fhall fell the fame
for his benefit, and remit the purchafe-
money, through the hands of the Com-
¢« pany, to fuch proprietor at Sierra Leone.”

111
Lc
L1
(14
L
117
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The number of Nova Scotians who were
willing to embark for Sierra Leone, proved,
to the great furprife of the Direfors, to be
no lefs than 1196. The acceflion of fo large
a body of people could not fail to produce
many important confequences, and to give,
in fome meafure, a new charalter to the
whole undertaking,

The Diretors turned their attention in the
firt place, to the fupply of the immediate
wants of thefe numerous colonifts ; and they,
at the fame time, brought forward a plan for
the enlargement of the Company’s capital,
which was raifed to the fum of £.235,280:

a coll=
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a confiderable portion of it having been fub-
leribed after the intelligence from Nova Scotia
was received.

The firft veflel fent out by the Company
from England, reached Sierra Leone in Febru-
ary 1792, and fhe was {oon followed by two
other veflels from hence, one of them carry-
ing a confiderable number of paflengers.
There went out in all, by thefe fhips, rather
more than 100 white perfons ; of whom about
40 were Company’s fervants, or artificers, at
a yearly falary; 10 were fettlers; 16 were
foldiers ; and between 3o and 40 were wo-
men and children.

In the fucceeding month the Nova Scotia
fleet arrived, confifting of 16 veflels, from
which there were landed 1131 blacks, many
of them labouring under the effects of a fever
firft contracted in Halifax, of which 65 had
died during the paffage. Mr. Clark{on, whofe
humanity had led him to embark on board
the hofpital fhip, had alfo narrowly efcaped
with his life, from a violent attack of the
fame diforder; he was extremely weak and
ill when he landed at Sierra Leone, and he
recovered very flowly,

After two or three weeks delay, arifing
from a palaver (or council) of the natives,
which however ended favourably for the
Company, the fcite on which the firft body
of blacks fent from hence had originally

fettled,
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fettled, was pitched upon as the moft proper
{pot for the intended fettlement. The land
on which the town was to fland was cleared
in a few weeks more, by the united labour
of the Nova Scotians ; and the feveral ftreets
having been firft marked out by the furveyor,
they then began to ere& each for himfelf a
fmall temporary hut, ufing the common
materials of the country, except that the
flooring was furnifhed in fome cafes by
deals from hence. The colonifts proceeded
with the utmoft eagernefs in this work, for
they feared left they fhould be overtaken
by the rains, which might be expetted to
commence in lefs than two months from the
time of their beginning to build. The town
was named FrREETOWN, in confequence of
an inftruéion fent out to this purpofe.

The DireGtors, aware of the danger to
which it was poflible that many of the fettlers
might be expofed through the want of fufhi-
cient fhelter, during the firft rainy feafon,
thought it a point of duty to purchafe and
fend out the York, a fhip of 850 tons,
fitted up with a view to their accommodation,
which they loaded with various ftores, as well
as frames of houfcs and materials for building.
They confidered that, befides carrying out a
large cargo, fhe might ferve as a receptacle
for thofe whofe houfes were unfinifhed, or as
an hofpital for the fick, and might after-
wards be converted into a florchoufe for the
Company. She arrived indeed too late to be

of
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of any advantage to the colony during the
chief part of the fickly feafon, having been
driven back by a ftorm after leaving England :
the proved however of very confiderable ufe
afterwards, both as a ftorehoufe and floating
faCtory, as well as in facilitating the loading
and unloading of other veflels; and the was
alfo, for fome time, the place of refidence for
many fervants of the Company.

The precautions taken by the Dire&tors,
and the early as well as liberal fupply of
neceffaries fent out by them, unhappily were
not effe€tual in preventing a confiderable
mortality during the firft rainy feafon. The
rains began about the third week in May ;
many fettlers houfes were not completed, the
Company’s ftorehoufe was but imperfectly
built, and their fervants, efpecially thofe of
the lower order, were very badly accom-
modated : the foldiers alfo were liable, from
various caufes, to be much expofed, and
the few fettlers who went from England, were
lealt of all prepared to meet the impending
difficulties of a rainy feafon. Perhaps the
high degree of health which almoft univer-
fally prevailed at the period antecedent to the
rains, by creating too much confidence in the
goodnefs of the climate, efpecially among the
Europeans, might occafion fome flacknefs in
making the neceflary preparations.

It is obvious from this general view of the
flow progrefs of the colony, that no attempt
could as yet have been made to furvey and

mark
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mark out the promifed lots of land; the build-
ing of a temporary town havmg h1thert0 en-
grofled nearly the whole attention both of
Nova Scotians and of the Company’s fer-
vants: nor had any fteps, worthy of being
mentioned, been as yet taken with a view to
commerce; though, through the miftaken ad-
vice of the Company’s commercial agent,
fome goods for trade had been fent out by
the very firft fhips.

The Dire&ors think they ought not to
conceal from the proprietors, that a confider-
able degree of mifunderftanding had pre-
vailed, antecedent to this period, between
the Governor and the Council; and that to
their inefliciency, during the firft three or four
moft important months, a part at leaft of the
fubfequent calamity is evidently to be traced.

Eight of the principal fervants had been
nominated to be members of the council, and
all the inferior officers had been enjoined to
pay the {fame obedience to their orders which
they owed to the Court of Directors them-
felves. The office of Governor having be-
come vacant at the time when the firft {hip
failed, Mr. Clarkfon, who had given great
fatisfation by his conduét in Nova Scotia,
was requefted to fill the fituation till a fuc-
ceflor thould be appointed, and he had the
cafting vote in council.

The Dire&ors, alarmed by the evident want
of order and energy betrayed cven by the
firft accounts, adopted the temporary expe=

dient
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dient of throwing the whole refponfibility on
Mr. Clarkfon, giving him permiflion at the
fame time to affume the whole power. Whe-
ther the Dire@ors erred in dividing the au-
thority among fo many as eight perfons, or
whether the blame belonged more properly
to the Governor and Council, it is not per-
haps material now to canvas. The Directors
acquit the body of acting counfellors of all
wilful mifconduél; with the exception indeed
of one perfon detained in their employ, but
not originally appointed by them, whofe
knowledge of the natives and of the country
made him appear a perfon of importance at
the outfet of the undertaking, but whofe
habits of intoxication, idlenefs, and irregula-
rity, as well as want of accuracy in his infcr-
mation, it is neceflary to mention as one
chief caufe of the firft difficulties of the Co-
lony, and of the firft commercial difappoint-
ments of the Company. It is partly to be
afcribed to the extraordinary negleét of this
perfon (whom it was the duty of the Gover-
nor and Council to dire€& and control) that
the colony was not fupplied with any frefh
provifions before the fickly feafon arrived.
The Company’s thips were not employed for
this purpofe, as was directed to bg done ; and
the original body of inftru&ions to the Go-
vernor and Council, drawn up by the Court
of Dire&ors and read to the proprietors, re-
ceived little or no confideration till long after
this period. Confufion in the accounts, in
the ftores, in the government, in the infor-

mation
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mation fent home, and in the operations of
every kind prevailed ; and this confufion not
only tended to aggravate in many ways the
diftrefs of the {ickly feafon, but it ought, per-
haps, to be ftated as one principal occafion of
the extraordinary mortality.

The DireGtors by no means make thefe
obfervations with any perfonal views, but
they think it their duty, when they are ftat-
ing the material events that have happened,
to declare alfo their own impartial opinion of
the caufes which have led to them. And as
all the diftrefles and difficulties of the colony
were during the firft rainy feafon at their -
height, they think it proper to be very par-
ticular in their defcription both of the ante-
cedent ftate of things, and of this calamitouvs
period itfelf.  The difference, and indeed the
contraft, that has been experienced between
the firft and fecond rainy feafons, enables
them to do this without fear cither of greatly
difpiriting the proprietors, or difcrediting the
undertaking.

The ficknefs was the moft fevere and
alarming at the beginning of the rains:
about 8oo blacks were fuppofed to be laid
up at one time, and very few paffed through
the whole of this trying feafon without fome.
indifpofition. The diforder, which was the
fever common to hot climates, while it affe¢ted
in different degrees the blacks and whites
almoft indiferiminately, proved much the moft
fatal to the Furopeans, and efpecially to thofe

living
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living on fhore ; among whom the mortality
was, at one time, fuch as to excite reafonable
apprehenfions concerning the practicability of
the whole undertaking, in the minds of any
perfons not well acquainted with the peculiar
circumftances of the cafe.

In the height of the ficknefs, all the me-
dical perfons, with but one exception, were
laid up, fo that a few of the chief fervants
only could be properly attended. The ftore-
keepers, living in a damp ftorehoufe, were
fome of the firft vi€tims ; increafling difficulty
and confufion in the delivery of the flores
was the confequence: a retail thop had not
yet been fet up, nor had a money-medium
been eftablithed ; the doors of the ftorechoufe
were continually crouded, but neither food
nor phyfic, nor the other neceflaries for the
fick, though fupplied by the Dire@ors in
fufficient quantities, were properly diftri-
buted. The fettlers huts, which were very
fmall, were alfo many of them damp, and a
few were as yet unfinithed: a great deprei-
fion of fpirits at the fame time generally pre-
vailed, which produced a total helplefinefs
in the cafe of one or two families from
England, and this was one chief aggravation
of the diforder.

The Direttors will not here anticipate all
the more particular information which they
will have to give on the head of the co-
lony’s health, fince it will be found in its
place in a fubfequent part of this report:
they will at prefent only mention that almoft

one
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one half of the whites living on fhore were

carried off during this dreadful {eafon, and
nearly one tenth of the Nova Scotians.

The colony was juft emerging from that
ftate of diftrefs into which it had been thrown,
when a new event of a perplexing kind
called for the attention of the governmeat.
A fhip arrived from the Ifle of * Bulam, hav-
ing on board a great number of paflengers,
many of them extremely fick, who defired
to be received into the colony. The Direc-
tors of the Sierra Leone Company had pre-
vioully declined accepting propofals to go
out as colonifts, made to them in England
by many of the fame perfons who went to
Bulam ; for they had conceived the firft {uc-
cefs of their colony eflentially to depend on
the exclufion of all Europeans ; thofe alone
excepted who, being in the regular pay of
the Company were entirely fubje& to them.
They were afraid that even a few men from
hence of an improper caft, in the fituation of
independent fettlers, might materially pre-
judice or endanger the undertaking; that
they might corrupt the morals of the colony,
refufe due obedience to government, as well
as excite a {pirit of general difcontent; and
if for any of thefe caufes they fhould be ex-

* The Ifle of Bulam, on which the Bulam Aflociation pro-
pofed to make a fettlement, is fituated near the mouth of the
Rio Grande, about two and a half degrees, or about 175 miles
north of Sierra Leona, The Bollam, or Bulam Shore, here-
after fpoken of, is the fhore immediately oppofite Sierra Leone.

—See Map,
cluded
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cluded from the fettlement, that they might
then only be driven, efpecially if they had
left debts in England, to feck a precarious
livelihood, by various improper means, among
the neighbouring natives, and perhaps even-
tually to turn to Slave Traders.

The Directors had been determined by
thefe confiderations to forbid for the prefent,
with a very few exceptions, the admiffion of
Europeans’ into the colony; they had alfo
deemed it neceflary to inquire very ftrictly,
both into the chara&ers and circumftances of
thofe who went out in their fervice; and they
had made it a rule to let no man go to Sierra
Leone, who left debts in England undif-
charged ; a rule of great ufe and importance,
the principle of which muft be given up if
the Bulam adventurers, who were a body of
men unknown to the Sierra Leone Company,
fhould be received there. The Directors had
taken the precaution of informing the Gover-
nor and Council very fully of their fenti-
ments, on the whole of this important fub-
je&; and they had direted that every
friendly afliftance fhould be rendered to the
Bulam colony ; but in cafe it fhould happen
that they fhould leave Bulam and come to
Sierra Leone, that they were not to be al-
lowed permanently to fettle there. The
Sierra Leone . government, in conformity
with thefe inftructions, declined receiving the
- paflengers from Bulam as refidents into the
colony ; but after fupplying the fick with a
few neceflaries, who were accommodated for

a thort
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a fhort time on fhore, they furnifhed them
with a veflel to aflift in bringing them back
to England, as their own fhip, the Calypfo,
was exceedingly crouded.

The Directors have thought it proper to
ftate thus fully and explicitly, both the orders
fent out and the motives which operated with
them on the occalion that has been juft
fpoken of : they were by no means aGtuated
by narrow views of monopoly and jealoufy
of other traders ; nor fhall they ever fuffer
themfelves, as they truft, to be governed by
any fuch principles ; and they are perfuaded
alfo, that they fhall only fecond the views of
the proprietors, by giving encouragement and
afliftance to any prudent and well regulated
fchemes of fettlement on the coaft of Africa,
fo far as it can be done without too much
expenfe to themfelves, and without com-
mitting to any frefh hazard the interefts of
their own colony.

The chief obje&t that engaged the atten-
tion of the government of Sierra Leone after
the ficknefs abated, was the diftribution of
the lots of land ; a work much more arduous
than had been expe&ted. It was found im-
practicable indeed to give at once to each in-
«dividual his lot of twenty acres ; thofe lands
of the Company which are either contiguous
to the water fide, or within a reafonable dif-
tance from Freetown, not being fufficient for
the purpofe. 'Even the labour of cutting the

neceffary paths, and of meafuring {o great a
tract
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trad of country, would have been too great
t be eafily accomplifhed in a {ingle feafon.
The Nova Scotians were made fo fenfible of
this, that they were willing to accept of four
acre lots for the prefent, of which however
they now became exceedingly eager to have
immediate poffeflion.

Both the Direors and the Sierra Leone
Government were earneft to have this impor-
tant work effected ; for they were bound by
the {pirit of the promifes made in Nova Scotia
to lofe no time in diftributing the land, they
were urged alfo by the continual importuni-
ties of the colonifts, and they were at the
fame time influenced by pecuniary confider-
ations to attempt the moft {peedy accomplifh-
ment of the bufinefs; fince each colonift
either continued to draw from the public
ftores a gratuitous allowance of provifions,
until his lot of ground was given him, or
elfe was employed in working under the
Company, when perhaps there was no great
occafion for his fervices.

The orders fent out by the Directors on
the fubje of provifions, extended only to
an allowance for a term that was fpecified,
and applied equally to the Nova Scotians, to
the Company’s fervants, and to the few co-
lonifts from hence. The government were
inftructed to give to all thefe univerfally three
months full allowance, equal to the common
army allowance, and three months half al-
lowance ; but they, conceiving that the mo-

B tives
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tives which fuggefted the giving of this gra«
tuity, as well as the equity and even the
neceflity of the cafe, called for fome extenfion
of it, thought proper to continue giving it to
all thofe colonifts who were kept out of ‘poi-
feflion of their four acre lots of land, and
who were not engaged in the Company’s
employ. The Dire&ors, though fenfible of
the great charge to which they were fubjet-
ing the Company, on taking all circumfitan-
ces into their confideration, could not refufe
their acquiefcence in thefe meafures of the
government,

The importance of proceeding with as little
delay as poflible in the diftribution of the
lands was fo flrongly felt in the colony, that
the Company’s Surveyor of buildings (who
took on him the duty of the Surveyor of
lands, the latter having returned on ac-
count of ill health to England) attempted
with the greateft fpirit to begin his opera-
tions, together with a party of Nova Scotians,
even before the rains were over; but he was
repeatedly ftopped by ficknefs. Nearly the
whole fucceeding dry feafon was confumed
before the complete furvey and diftribution
of the four acre lots were finithed, though
very great and conflant exertions were made,
and a large party of men were employed in
the work.

The Diretors feel much regret at having
to mention to the Proprietors, that the land
adjoining to the fettlement has proved by no

means
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means {o good as every account received be-
fore the inftitution of the Company had led
them to expe@. The defcription given of it
in the work of Lieutenant Matthews, to
which they had in fome meafure trufted,
is far more favourable than further obferva-
tion of that particular part of the country
would have jultified. The Dire&ors fate
this to be a difappointment of the moft ferious
kind, to which may be afcribed many of
the difficulties, and a great part of the unex-
pected charges, that have attended the efta-
blithment of the colony. The {cite of Free-
town is unqueftionably the beft that can be
found, in refpet of the falubrity of the air,
the goodnefs of the water, and the conve-
nience of the landing-place; it can hardly
fail therefore to continue the chief place of
trade, though other parts at a moderate dii-
tance, particularly thofe on the oppofite fide
of the river, will be found the moft favour-
able to cultivation. Confiderable pains and
expenfe have been beftowed on the improve-
ment of the landing-place; feveral other
public works of the firft importance, fuch as
the ere@ing of a church, hofpital, ware-
houfes, and other buildings (of which the
frames were fent from hence), the fencing
and cultivating of a garden of experiment,
and the execution of fome meafures for the
defence of the colony, have alfo conftantly
occupied a confiderable number of the Nova
Scotia blacks, and have caufed a very large

B2 expenfe,
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expenfe. The Directors have the fatisfaction
of obferving, that no fort has been thought
neceflary.

As the fecond dry feafon advanced, the
colony appears to have been improving in all
refpects. An alteration was made in the
mode of government, a new council of three
perfons having been determined on by the
Court of DireCtors inftead of a council of
eight ; and two gentlemen of confiderable ex-
perience *, the one ufed to a new colony,
the other to a tropical climate, were the coun-
{ellors fent out.

Regular minutes of council were kept from
this period, and alfo a journal of every ma-
terial tranfaction in the colony, coplcs of
which were fent to England from time to
time. Periodical reports “of the progrefs of
cach principal fervant of the Company, in his
particular department, were alfo made to the
government, and tranfmitted, together with
_their remarks thereon, to the Direftors; an
indent was fent home of all the European
articles likely to be confumed annually by the
colonifts ; a more corre@l mode of corref-
ponding was entered upon; and the onbmal
inftru&tions of the Court, as well as various
parts of their ﬁ’bfequcnt letters, were now,
for the firft time, fully anfwered.

* Mr. Dawes and Mr. Macaulay.
At
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At the fame @ra when this improvement
took place in refpe& to the intelligence fent
to England, the internal order of the colony
appears to have advanced materially, New
plans were formed for the maintenance of the
police and the adminiftration of juftice; more
general harmony began to prevail alfo among
the Company’s fervants; fome pains were
taken to bring up and fettle properly the Com-
pany’s accounts which had fallen into great
confufion, and more regularity of every kind
was introduced : at the fame time the public
works gradually advanced, a plan was formed
for rebuilding the town on a more extenfive
fcale; and the natives (who continued per-
fedly friendly and often flocked to the fettle-
ment) appeared to view the improving ftate
of Sierra Leone with increafing fatisfaltion,

The breaking out of the war indeed at this
time damped the hopes, and in fome meafure
interrupted the progrefs, of the rifing colony;
the embargo laid on fhipping in England, at
the beginning of it, detained {ome of the Com-
pany’s veflels at a very inconvenient period;
the prohibition to fend out provifions, ex-
cept in fhips armed, as well as failing with
convoy, proved alfo highly detrimental to the
fettlement : great murmurs were excited by
the temporary want of flour, which was the
confequence, and the dread of not being able
to get from the neighbourhood a fuflicient
quantity of rice (the fubfiitute for bread to

3 which
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which the Dire&tors trufted) occafioned very
ferious uneafinefs to the government. The ad-
ditional price that was laid on the Company’s
goods, in confequence of the war, aggravated
the dilcontent of the colonifts ; and a part of
the propofed plan for rebuilding the town
was about this time vehemently objeted to
by the Nova Scotians, they refufing to admit
of a refervation of ground near the fhore,
which the Government thought proper to
make for the fake of public convenience : this
laft difpute was fettled, after fome degree of
conceflion on the part of the company. The
fecret caufe, however, to which the Dire&tors
have been informed that much of the diffa-
tisfa&tion prevailing at this period may be
traced, was the unbecoming cendu&@ of one
of the Company’s fervants, who, on Mr. Clark~
fon’s leaving the colony, took occafion to
prejudice a confiderable party of labourers
working under him, againft the fucceeding
government, This body of men made an at-
tempt to raife the price of labour in the co-
lony, which was already very high, by com-
bining to leave their work; but not finding
the government inclined to yield in any mea-
fure to their wifhes, they returned, after a
week’s interval, to their employments, and
the Company’s fervant who was {uppofed to
have fown the feeds of this diffention, and
who had alfo manifefted the greateft dif-
refpect towards the government, having come
to England, was difiniffed from the fervice.

For
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For the fake of fatisfying the minds of the
colonifts, and fecuring the peace of the fettle-
ment, it was agreed that two delegates, to
be chofen by the whole body of Nova
Scotians, fhould be fent to England to lay
their complaints before the Court of Direc-
tors. 'This meafure appears to have imme-
diately produced the good effe@ expetted
from it.

Many circumftances happened during the
courfe of this fecond feafon, which clearly
demonftrated the practicability of introducing
cultivation, trade, and civilization into Africa,
although the prevalence of the Slave Trade,
and the counteracing influence of the perfons
engaged in it almoft every where impeded,
more or lefs, the views of the Company. One
of the Members of Council, accompanied by
another fervant of the Company, made a
voyage to the Ifland of Bananas, the Cama-
rancas River, and the Plaintain Ifland, all
lying to the fouth of Sierra Leone, converfed
with fome of the chiefs, and happily removed, .
in a great meafure, the prejudices which they
had imbibed againft the Company, whofe
defigns had been reprefented to them as di-
retly hoftile to their intereft. As much in-
formation on the general fubject of Civiliza-
tion will be given in. detail hereafter, no more
than the brief mention of the fuccefs of the
Company’s endeavours to intereft the chiefs in
their favour, feems in this place neceflary.

B 4 The
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The advancing ftate of a regular planta~
tion of the Company, worked by native la-
bourers, on the fide of the river oppofite to
Freetown, is another {ubje& neceflary to be
noticed here, in order to give a juft idea
of the progrefs of the Colony ; but this allo,
as well as the benefits derived from the la-
bours of the Company’s botanift, willbe more
patticularly fpoken of under the head of Cul-
tivation.

- The Direors are forry to mention, that
the exertions of their mineralogift, who was
promifing to himfelf great fuccefs in his re-
fearches, were fuddenly terminated by an un-
happy accident which brought on his death.
His impatience to purfue the objects for the
fake of which he went out, led him, contrary
to the opinion of the Governor and Council,
to attempt an incurfion into the interior
country before the rains were over: he was
furnifthed with goods to the amount of £ 200
or £ 300, with which he propofed to trade as
well as to purchafe neceflaries during his
journcy, and he was attended when he fet
off by one or two free blacks, It appears
that he was after a fhort time plundered of
his goods, in a part of the country where fome
danger of this fort might have been appre-
hended. When he got back to Sierra Leone,
he was too weak and exhaufted by a fever,
which he had contrafled during his expedi-
tion, to give any diftin& account of his mis~
fortunes, or of the hardfhips he had fuffered
on his return, and he died a few days after.

A number
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A number of other circumftances very in-
terefting to the colony, and to the feelings of
the Dire@ors, have happened from time to
time, which, if they were all detailed, would
extend this report to a very conﬁdcrablc
length : the recital of them would tend to
thew the variety of unexpe&ed difficulties,
accidents, and dangers to which a new co-
lony is fubje&, and more fully to explain the
caufes of that very large expenditure which
the DireCtors will have to ftate: it would
alfo ferve to exhibit the growing ftrength of
the colony; and to prove that it has now
become much more able to furmount any
common accident, than it had been during its
earlier infancy.

One event not yet noticed deferves to be
Earticularized; that of the arrival at Sierra

eone of the late King Naimbanna’s fon,
who had come to England for education, and
hkis death within two days after. His cha-
raCter and improvement in learning will
make an interefting article, when the parti-
cular point of the Civilization of Africa is
confidered. His father, who was king or
chief of Sierra Leone, died a few months
after the inftitution of the colony, to which
he thewed himfelf on all occafions the firmeft
friend, and the news of his deceafe occafioned
his fon’s return. It is not at all probable,
that if the fon had lived he would have been
cletted King by the chiefs with whom the
choice lies; for they feem difpofed in this

inftance,
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inftance, as has been the cuftom in other
cafes, to prefer fome perfon of a more ad-
vanced age to all the young relations of the
deceafed. But though the Dire@ors had no
expectation that the {fon would fucceed to the
fituation of his father, yet there were cir-
cumftances which led them to hope that he
would not fail to render moft important fer-
vices to the Company on his return to his
native country ; and they therefore wifh to
pay to his memory the juft tribute of obferv-
ing, that they confider the death of fo fincere
a friend to the Sierra Leone Company, and
of fo enlightened an African, as one of the
calamities with which they have been vifited,
and as one of the inftances in which Provi-
dence has been pleafed to difappoint the im-
mediate hopes and expe&ations of the infant
colony. A fufpicion arofe amongft his coun-~
trymen, in confequence of the groundlefs
fuggeftion of a black, that he had been poi-
foned by a fervant of the Company on fhip
board, and a long palaver was held upon the
{ubje& ; by which, though it ended favour-
ably, fome alarm was excited in the fettle-
ment, and {ome very unreafonable expenfes,
through the neceflity of entertaining a great
concourfe of natives, were incurred.

The Dire@ors in giving this hiftorical ac-
count of the colony, which they have now
brought down to the beginning of the fecond

rainy feafon, have not fpoken of the Trade
of
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of the Company, that being a fubje which
* will be better treated of by itfelf. It muft be
obvious, from the view of things which has
been given, that the eftablithment of the
colony, involving as it has done the happinefs
of above a thouland perfons, and implicating
alfo in a great meafure the future commer-
cial interefts of the Company, has hitherto
been the chief object. Confiderable exertions
however were made during the fecond dry
feafon in the way of trade, the Governor and
Council having followed up the orders fent
out on this fubje& with great {pirit.

But here the Directors have to mention
another cal.mﬁty very lately announced to
them, which is likely to produce fome degree
of inconvenience to the colony, as well as in-
terruption to the trade ; but which is chiefly
to be lamented on account of the pecuniary
lofs attending it, namely, the deftrucion of
the Company’s ftore-fhip the York, with a
confiderable quantity of goods in her, by fire.
Thefe confifted partly of the cargo of the
thip Harpy, which had lately arrncd from
England, and partly of African produce, va-
lued at about [ 4000, which had been col-
le¢ted by the Company’s {mall veflels up and
down the coaft, and was on the point of being
fent to England. The fire is ftated to have
happened in the day time, but to have {pread
neverthelefs with great rapidity, having caught
the awning over the deck: fome attempts
were made to induce both the natives and

fettlers
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fettlers to affift in extinguithing it, but they
all refufed to approach the veflel, conceiving
that a large quantity of gunpowder was on
board, nor would they credit any aflurances
to the contrary. The whole lofs fuftained
by the Company on this occafion, is calcu-
lated by the Governor and Council at above
£-15,000. No infurance had been made either
on the veflel or the goods in her, which in-
deed it would not have been very practi-
cable to effe@, to any confiderable extent,
under all the circumftances of the cafe. The
fame veflel which brought home the account
of the fire, hrought alfo the firft information
both of the collection of this African pro- .
duce, and of the arrival at Sierra Leone of
the goods which were burnt,

The DireCtors have the fatisfa@tion of ob-
ferving to the Court, that the fame difpatches
which conveyed this unhappy intelligence,
brought alfo very favourable accounts of the
colony, particularly in refpe&t to healthinefs,
up to the end of the fecond rainy feafon.
In the period correfponding to that which
had carried off, in the preceding year, one
tenth of the blacks and nearly one half of the
whites, no particular mortality had happened 3
and yet the laft feafon is faid to have been
more unfavourable than ufual, the rains hav-
ing been heavy, and the mortality in the
neighbouring fatories uncommonly great. It
is obfervable alfo, that the refidents on fhore

arg
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are found now to have their health much
better than thofe on fhip-board, the expe-
rience of the fecond year being in this refpe&
the reverfe of the experience of the firlt:

even the mortality on fhip-board, however,
appears in the fecond year to have decreafed.
On the whole therefore the Dire&ors truit,
that fince the colony has ftood its ground
even during the worft part of a very un-
healthy year, it may now fairly be confidered
as in a ftate of progreflive improvement.

Having thus brought the Hiftory of the
fettlement down to the period of Chriftmas
1793, the Directors will ftate in the next place
fome circumftances which have taken place in
England, before they proceed to give an ac-
count of the fums which have been expended,
and of the prefent ftate of the Company’s
capital.

It has been already mentioned that two
delegates, chofen by the body of Nova Sco-
tians, were permitted by the Governor and
council to go to England, in order to lay the
various complaints of their conftituents be-
fore the Court of Directors. They prefented
a petition purporting to be the fenfe of the
whole body, couched in ftrong terms, which
however the Directors have fome reafon to
think were not thoroughly approved by a great
part of the Nova Scotians : the petition had
never been fhewn to the Governor and Coun-
cil. The points complained of were, chiefly,

the



( 30 )

the highprice of goods at the Company's ftore-
houfe ; the inadequate wages paid to them by
the Company for their labour ; the nonfulfil«
ment of certain promifes faid to have been
made to them by Mr. Clarkfon ; and a variety
of trifling inftances of fuppofed mifcondué in
the fucceeding Governor.

The Court of DireCtors, after fully confi-
dering the perition, and hearing the evidence
of the delegates thereupon, came to the fol-
lowing refolution, which was communicated
to them : '

* Refolved,
“ That the Court confider the petition of
“ the Nova Scotians as Kafty, and the faéts
¢ therein mentioned as chiefly founded on
“ miftake and mifinformation.
“ That it appears to have been drawn up
and agreed to, at a time when the unfor-
tunate delay of the Company’s fhips,through
¢ the breaking out of the war, had occafioned’
¢ {fome temporary diftrefs and diflatisfattion,
which fome defigning perfon or perfons
then in the colony may have contributed’
to increafe.
“ The Court are of opinion therefore, that
through the arrival of the large fupplies
lately fent from hence, and the continued
care and attention of the Governor and
Council to the interefts of the colony, every
material caufe of diffatisfaction will have
ceafed before the arrival of thefe refolutions
at
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at Sierra Leone. As it is undoubtededly
the interefts of the colonifts, fo the. Di-
reQors truft it will alfo be their general
wifh, to promote harmony and to difcoun-
tenance all fadtious attempts to difcredit
the Government of Sierra Leone; fince on
their due obedience to government, under
the blefling of Providence, their happinefs,
their liberty, and perhaps their very lives,
depend. It is on this ground that the
Dire&ors earneftly exhort the general body
of Nova Scotians, both as freemen and
as Chriftians, to difcourage all unreafon-
able difcontent, to pay refpet and obe-
dience to the government : and if; contrary
to the Direftors expe&ations, any actual
grievances thould exift at the time of re-
ceiving this refolution, the Court of Di-
reCtors recommend it to the Nova Scotians
temperately to reprefent the cafe to the
Governor and Council. But if they fhould
hereafter conceive it to be neceflary to
prefer their complaints hither, that they
will, in fuch cafe, previoufly acquaint the
Governor and Council with the purport of
them ; in order that the Court may receive
their fentiments thereupon, and may thus
have the whole of the fubje& at once be-

fore them.”

The delegates having been made acquainted

with the above refolution, a very hafty re-
monftrance from them was the confequence,
in which they betrayed the fame kind of ve-

hemence
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hemence and difrefpect to the Court of Direcx
tors, which had occafionally been fhewn to
the government at Sierra Leone. * After
about two months further detention in Eng-
land, during which it was thought proper to
make them a {mall allowance for their fub-
fiftence, and after fome further interviews
with the Directors, they fet fail, having ap-
parently become perfectly well difpofed to the
Company. :

The Proprictors muft probably have been
led to reflect in the courfe of the preceding
Hiftory, and efpecially in confequence of the
laft mentioned circumfitances, how important
as well as difficult a part of the DireCtors duty
it has been, to give tolerable fatisfa&tion to
the Nova Scotians on the one hand, and to
avoid every profufe and improper application
of the Company’s funds on the other. And
indeed the Direftors have fo often had oc-
cafion to notice to the Court the trouble and
expenfe which the Nova Scotians have oc-
calioned, that fome doubt may probably have
been excited, concerning the general expe-
diency of the meafure of introducing them
into the colony. A few further obfervations
{cem therefore neceflary to be added, in order
to leave a juft impreflion both of the advan-

* [t has fince appeared that the Delegates held communi-
cation with the difmiffed fervant of the Company (at this time
in England) who has been already alluded to.

tages
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tapes and difadvantages which have refulted
from the migration of this body of men to
Sierra Leone. ;

It muft be admitted that the charge which
they have brought on the Company has been
extremely great ; the grant of provifions,
which was made on the principle already
mentioned, may be eftimated at about twenty
thoufand pounds; the Company’s eftablifh-
ment has in almoft every part of it been un-
avoidably enlarged in proportion to the num-
ber of colonifts; the Company’s fhips have
been neceflarily employed in a great meafure
for their ufe; and an expenfe has likewife
been incurred in the diftribution of the lands
allotted to them : fome lofs has alfo been fuf-
tained by taking more of them into the Com-
pany’s employ, than were always wanted for
the public fervice, and by allowing them at
the fame time a rate of wages which, though
complained of in feveral of their memorials
to the government, was at leaft twice as high
as, that given to the natives, who neverthelefs
are nearly equal to the Nova Scotians in the
article of common labour ; though it muft be
confefled that the natives are totally incapable
of fome very neceffary branches of work,
with which the Nova Scotians are tolerably
well acquainted.

Thefe are the principal charges to which
the Company has been fubje@ted by the ac-
ceflion of this body of colonifts: they are
charges of which for the moft part it was,

c from
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from the nature of them, impoffible to make
any juft eftimate before-hand, and the ex-
tent of which, on account of the unexpefted
number that embarked, as well as the various
delays and difappointments that happened at
Sierra Leone, was certainly not forefeen.
But it fhould be remembered, that when the
Directors invited thefe fettlers to Sierra Leone
they acted neceflarily on probabilities ; they
were aware that various circumftances very
difficult to be calculated might arife, but a
prompt decifion on their part was indifpen-
fible. They thought it prudent, on the whole
to make the promifes in the declaration that
has been read to the Court; and the Nova
Scotians have croffed the feas on the faith of
“having them fulfilled. The Dire&tors how-
ever fairly avow, that, befides a literal com-
pliance with the ftipulations made in Nova
Scotia, they confider themfelves alfo to be
under a moral obligation not to leave the
colonifls to experience any extremities, which
the Company can relieve, until it fhall be
poflible for them to fupport themfelves by
their lands, or by fome other means : and on
this ground it is that they have never yet
hefitated to fend out to the fettlement what-
foever goods they had reafon to believe were
firictly neceflary for its confumption ; leaving
it to the dilcretion of the Governor and
Council to furnith fuch articles, as they
thought fit to the colonifts on credit,

It
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If thofe expeQ@ations which the Dire&ors
formed, and which they think they had good
reafon to form at the time when they invited
over the Nova Scotians, had been fulfilled ;
if the land round Freetown had been as fruit-
ful as it was defcribed ; and the Nova Scotians
had proved as manageable and as induftrious
as they were reprefented, and as they appeared
for fome fpace of time to be; the charges
would then unqueftionably have been lefs,
and the advantages on the other hand would
have been much greater, than they have
proved: nor can any doubt be entertained that
the tran{planting of this body of men to Sierra
Leone would, in that cafe, have been a mea-
fure in a high degree beneficial both to them-
felves, to the Company, and to Africa.

But even under all the difficulties and dif-
appointments which have arifen, the advan-
tages that have refulted from their migration
have been many and important ; though they
have been advantages that have accrued rather
to Africa and to the colonifts themfelves, than
to the Proprietors.

A more rapid improvement in the healthi-
nefs of the fettlement, through the more en-
larged fize of the town, and the more ex-
tended cultivation of the foil, a greater facility
in inducing valuable men to go out on ac-
count of the greater importance of the under-
taking, a more confiderable extenfion of the
Company’s reputation and influence in Africa,
and a quicker progrefs in Ccivilization, but,

' above
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above all, a far greater fecurity hereby ob-
tained againft any attack that might be dreaded
either from the natives or any other enemy-—
all thefe are advantages which evidently be-
long to an undertaking on a larger, rather
than to one on a {maller, {cale ; and if there-
fore there be no danger, left the funds which
may properly be deftined to the eftablithment
of the colony fhould be exhaufted before it
has arrived at maturity, it can hardly be de-
nied that fo powerful a body of colonifts muft
afford a far better profpe@ of fucceeding in
the great objects of the inftitution.

The Dire&ors in proceeding to lay before
the Court an account of the Expenfes which
have been incurred, and a general ftate of
the Company’s finances, have only further
to premife, that in difcharging their impor-
tant truft, they have endeavoured to pradtife
that fpecies of ceconomy which is connected
both with found policy and with fubftantial
juftice. They have had a duty to fulfil to
three defcriptions of perfons: to the Pro-
prietors in the firft place, with whofe money
they have been entrufted ; to their fervants
at home and abroad, who ought to be fairly
requited according to the nature of their fer-
vices ; and they have alfo been under that
obligation of duty to the colonifts which has
been already fpoken of. To reconcile thefe

different,
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different, for they will not call them con-
tending, claims, has been the great object of
the Dire&ors.

They will ftate firft the Expenfes incurred
in eftablithing the colony, of which, though
the total can hardly fail to be tolerably cor-
re@, yet many particulars, in confequence of
the caufes already ftated, are taken merely
from eftimate.

€3 FXPENSES
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EXPENSES INCURRED

ESTABLISHING THE COLONY.

Charges antecedent to the incor-) £ £

poration of the Company,{
confifting chiefly of two fmall veflels, fent

to explore the country with a view to a
future fettlement - - -

Charges of incorporation - R

1850
Charges of Home Eftablithment,viz.

Furniture and repairs of the Sierra L.eone Houfe 450
Houfekeeper’s falary, coals, candles, houfe
rent and taxes, and other incidental ex-
penfes for about two ycars, to Chriftmas 745
1793 o b
Pnnu?ng, advernﬁng, po[’cagc. books, ﬂataon-
ary and counting houfe charges, for about 850
two years, to ditto -
Officers and clerks falaries toditto - - 1480

3525

Expenfe of educating and clothing natives fent } B 500

to England, and their paflages, about -

Charges of the Eftablithment at
Sierra Leone, viz.

Temporary allowance of provifions to all the
Company’s fervants, and expenfe of the
table of the governor, botanift, and minera-
logift, &c. eftimated at -

{ o
Paffage of fervants and artificers out 'md home, }

eftimated at - - Je=y

Their travelling expenfes and other charges
in England - -

Amount of falaries to Sierra Leone fervants
for about two years, to Chriftmas 1793

380

7500

16130

Carried forward £.22c05
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Lt B
Brought fOfWZI'd i 22004
Inc1denta1 ev{penfes in the Colony,
viz,
Medicines, furgical inftruments, books and 16140
ftationary, &c. - - .
Equipment of botanift and mmcra]oglﬁ: - 400
Prefents to chiefs, expenfe of palavers, and %
various other incidental charges - - § '5°
3530

Expenfe of the Qutfit and Maintenance
of {uch partof the Company’s SHIPPING, as was
employed for the protection and accommedation ¢ 17840
of the colony, and in collefting provifions and live
ftock on the coafl, about - - -

E.Xpenfe Of Pr OVlﬁon‘; granted to the colo-
nifts before they were put into poﬂ'cﬂion of their { 2cooe
lands, eftimated at o

SundryLofles andGratuitiesin England '\
conﬁihng chiefly of fums advanced to the Com- |
pany’s fervants, whichwere not recovered through L
their dying or retiring from the {ervice, and of » 1245
gratu:ttes paid according to the terms of the Com-
pany’s engagement to the near relations of the
deceafed - - -

SUPPOSED EXPENSE in ESTABLISHING the
COLONY -

To which is to be added the 10{'5 fuftained
} 15000

64620

by the burning of the thip York eiti-
mated at -
And other loffes by robbery, damage
through expofure to the climate, and 3000
articles that proved unferviceable -
18000

SUPPOSED EXPENSE of ESTABLISHING }£ 82640
the COLONY, the LOSS INCLUDED

m
‘The CAPITAL STOCK of the Company is 235280
The intereft received thereon is = 7619
Making tegether - g 242899

From which if the above {um of - 82620 be taken,

There remains - - £.160279 to be
accounted for, which is done in the following manner 3
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DEAD STOCK at SIERRA LEONE, which, though flated
as part of the remaining effefts of the Company, is neverthe-
lefs not to be confidered as convertible into money, noras
bearing a value by any means equal to the fum which it has

coft, confifting of buildings, lands, and fortifications, &c.
at Sierra Leone,

Buildings belonging to the Company, viz.

Coft at Sierra Leone of a church, warechoufe, & £
range of {hops, two hofpitals, two dwelling-
houfes, and four canvas houfes, fent from 393
England, about -

Colt at Sierra Leone of various matenals for
finilhing the buildings belonging to the
Company, viz, bricks, tiles, lime, fcant-
ling, and deals, about -

Coft of putting together the buildings fem}

"

4500

out, and of the ereflion of other buildings
for the ufe of the Lampany s fervants,
about -

Expended in improving the landmg -place,
making a wharf, roads, and fundry pubhc
works, about -

A large crane, fire engines, &c.

Furniture for the ufe of the govemor, phy-
fician, and chaplam .

3000

soo

15935

Lands, viz.

Expended in purchafe of lands at Sierra
Lieone and in cultivation on the Compa.r;y's 1750
account - - -

In the allotment of Iands to the Nova Sco-
tians, on which a rent is referved to the } 2500
Company, about -

Articles for the defence of the

colony, viz.

Expended in arms, ammunition, and other} 2500
articles

In labour and conflrufhon of works of defence - zooo
about

4250

4500
Total Dead Stock . £+ 24685
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. . . £. £'
Capital in Trade, viz.
African produce in England, eftimated at =~ - 1000 240683
Cargoes of three veflels now on £.16900
their paffage out - -10990 % 6500
Dedutt for goods not paid for 10400

Goods at Sierra Leone, or on board the Corn- -
pany’s veflels on the coaft - 79
WValue of dollars in the colony, about - 1000

much the greater part of which is expected
to be recovered, about - -
Prefent eftimated value of the Company’s e
Shipping - - } 4
Total Capital now mvefled in trade -

Debts due from the coloniits to the Company
2000

£.27400

Property belonging to the Company
placed at intereft, &e. or invelted
in public fecurities, viz,

At I Lo O L
Placed at intereft in the
hands of the Roynl}ggooo Q o
Bank of Scotland -
At Mefirs. Barnett and
} 151 1o

Co’s. the bankers, &c, )
. 39151 10 9
Invefted in 4 per cent.)
confolidated Bank }15140 o o
Annuities
In India bills and bonds 23168 12 8
In I\llﬁry and vxétua!hng } 30733 16 7

—6g04z 9 3
Total property at intereft and in public
fecurities b

108194

TOTAL REMAINING EFFECTS of the
COMPANY, the DEAD STOCK at SIER- 6
RA LEONE included, on :hc Wt of March, { &° 160279
1793 . -
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THE Direftors have thus ftated, as cor-
rectly as they are able, the whole expenditure
that has taken place, and the fituation of the
funds of the Company ; but they cannot dif-
mifs this fubjec without obferving, that they
confider the expenfes of which they have been
giving the account as extremely great, and as
very far exceeding every idea which the Pro-
prietors can be fuppofed originally to have
formed of their probable extent. The ex-
traordinary magnitude of them has been owing
to a variety of unforefeen circumftances, which,
though already touched upon in the preceding
narrative, the DireGtors will fhortly recapitu-
late. They appear principally to be the fol-
lowing : 2T i

Tirft, the inefficiency of the original body of
counfellors, who gave occafion to great irre-
gularity in the outfet of the colony, and it is
to be feared alfo, to much prodigality and
waite. .

Secondly, the ficknefs and mortality of the
firft rainy feafon, which not only fufpended
for a time almoft all the induflry of the colony,
but likewife tended to aggravate, in various
ways, feveral chief heads of expenfe.

Thirdly, the unproductivenefs of the land
adjoining the town, which by diminifhing the
means of prefent {fupport to the colonifts, has
neceflarily thrown an increafed weight of ex-
penfe upon the Company.

Fourthly, the burning of the York, a mif-

fortune
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fortune of the firt magnitude, if confidered
in a pecuniary light.

Fifthly : one further circumftance remains
to be mentioned, namely, the breaking out
of the war; an event,*which befides putting
the Company to the expenfe of furnithing
additional prote@ion to the fettlement, has
raifed the coft of the European articles carried
thither to a confiderable degree; which has
therefore increafed the expenfe of living at
Sierra Leone, has tended to prevent the de-
creafe that might have been looked for in the
price of labour, and has thus enhanced the
charge of profecuting thofe public works in
which the Company, at a more early period,
thought proper to engage. The Directors
might alfo notice a number of other difad-
vantages to which the Company has been
fubjected by the war; fuch as the long de-
tention which it has occafioned to fome of
their veflels, and the difficulty and expenfe
of procuring and maintaining failors: the
uncertainty which the war has caufed in
the tranimiffion of intelligence, may alfo be
ftated beth as a pecuniary difadvantage and a
very material inconvenience.

Having thus enumerated the principal
unforefeen caufes whereby the charges of
eftablithing the colony have been aggravated,
the DireCtors wifh to notice two particular
heads of expenfe in the preceding account,
which have excceded their expeétation very

confiderably
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confiderably indeed : they allude to the charge
of £20,000 for provifions,and that of £17,840
for maintenance of fuch part of the Company’s
fhipping, as has been gpplied to the protection
and ufe of the colony.

~ The DireQors have the fatisfation of ob-
ferving, that of thefe two chief heads of
charge, the former has now entirely, and the
latter has very nearly, ceafed; and they wilh
to inform the General Court, that they are
ufing their beft endeavours to put a period in
like manner to all expenfes, except thofe
which either fall under the head of Trade,
and Cultivation on the Company’s own ac-
count, or belong to the annual eftablifhment.
They truft indeed that the reduction of ex-
penfes which they have been aiming at, is
now nearly effeted; and that while the chief
difficulties of the colony are fubfiding on the
one hand, the Company’s burthen in fupport-
ing it is ceafing alfo on the other,

On the whole, when the Direors review
what is paft, they are ready to own that they
fee fome things, which, if pofleffed of more
experience, they might have conduéted in a
more frugal or advantageous manner ; they
however perceive many of the untoward cir-
cumftances which have arifen, to have been
fuch as human forefight could not have anti-
cipated, nor human wifdom have controlled:

they
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they can alfo look back upon many efcapes
and deliverances which the colony has expe-
rienced, not through any care or management
of thofe whom the Proprietors have appointed
to fuperintend it, but through that help of
Providence alone, which has hitherto proteted
it.—When they look forward, they are led,
from their own paft experience, to expe& fome
further difficulties and dangers, not now pofli-
ble to be diftinctly fpoken of or provided
againft : and they are aware alfo that the
beginning of colonization has been in general
arduous, hazardous, and expenfive; far more
fo than the minds of thofe who firft engaged
in fuch undertakings have been difpofed to
believe. The Direftors therefore by no means
allow themfelves to indulge any expetations
of rapid and uninterrupted fuccefs, yet they
are induced, by the gradual advances towards
maturity which the colony has already made
in the midft of many difliculties, to entertain
an increafing hope of its eftablithment and
future profperity ; and they feel for their own
part very fufficient encouragement fteadily and
cheerfully to perfevere. They are conicious
however, that after all the attention due to
{uch an undertaking has been given to it, they
muft leave the event to the Supreme Difpofal
ef Him, who can either difappoint utterly, if
he pleafes, the moft favourite {chemes of men;
can obftru& and fufpend for a while their
accomplifhment ; or can crown them, if he

fees
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fees fit, with the moft fignal and unexpeéted
fuccefs.

They will proceed now to fpeak of the
feveral heads of which they gave notice that
they fhould treat particularly, in the intro-
duclion to this Report.

HEALT H.
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THE Direfors have already mentioned
the caufes to which they are perfuaded that
the mortality in the firft rainy feafon at Sierra
Leone ought to be afcribed ; but their obfer-
vations on this fubje& will be very much il-
luftrated and confirmed by the ftatement of
fome particulars refpeting it.

The upper fervants of the Company who
went out in the firft year, were twenty-fix in
number ; thefe confifted of eight counfellors,
a chaplain, feveral medical perfons, a fecre-
tary, accountant, and fome others, who were
all well accommodated : no more than four
of this clafs in that year died, and of thefe
four deaths only two can properly be charged
to the climate.

Of lower fervants, fuch as clerks in the
ftore-houfe, overfeers, a gardener, baker, and
feveral artificers, there went out fifty-nine
perfons, their families being included, of
whom no lefs than twenty-nine died ; many
of thefe were often expofed to the rains, and
feveral of them were intemperate ; they were
alfo in general uncomfortably lodged, and, in
confequence of the ficknefs prevailing among
the furgeons, they could have but a f{mall
fhare of the medical attendance.

Of fettlers there went out, including their

families,



(48 )
families, eighteen, of whom no lefs than
thirteen died ; fome of thefe were much ad«
dicted to liquor, and their fituation was in
every refpect worfe than that of the laft men<
tioned clafs.

Of foldiers there went out fixteen, who
were almoft univerfally intemperate: when
it is alfo confidered how they muft have been
circumftanced in other refpects, it cannot ex~
cite much furprife that fo many as eleven of
thefe fhould have died.

In all there went out in the firft year, one
hundred and nineteen white perfons, of whom
fifty-feven died.

In the fecond year, all the foldiers and
fettlers, as well as the families of the lower
whites, having either died or returned to
England, the whites refident in the colony
were reduced to about forty, of whom only
four or five have died.

The Dire&tors do not include in this ac-
count any deaths among the officers and crews
of the Company’s fhips, becaufe, as they were
not always ftationed at  Sierra Leone, the
queftion of the healthinefs or unhealthinefs of
the colony is not much affeCted by the degree
of mortality among them ; nor has any com-
plete return on this fubje& as yet reached
England. The DireQors are led to judge
however, from the information which has beeg
received from the greater part of their fhips,
that between twenty and thirty white failors
may have died on board of all their veflels in

the



( 49 )

the fpace of two years: the whole number
of failors in their fervice has feldom exceeded
one hundred and forty, or one hundred and
fifty, and the mortality may perhaps there-
fore be fairly computed at about fewen or erght
per cent, per annum. ™

The mortality among the Nova Scotians
has been as follows. The number of thofe
that landed in the year 1792 was eleven hun-
dred and thirty-one, many of them being
very ill through the remains of a fever which
appears to have been fatal to a few of their
original body in Nova Scotia, and to have
carried off fixty-five of them during the paf-
fage : of thefe eleven hundred and thirty-one
perfons thus landed, forty died within a few
weeks after they reached Sierra Leone, evi-
dently in confequence of the fame fever: the
whole body then became extremely healthy,
but when the rainy feafon was fet in, an al-
moft uhiverfal ficknefs prevailed, of which
ninety-eight Nova Scotians died, which was
~nearly one-tenth of their whole number.

In the fecond rainy feafon, although fome
return of ficknefs has been experienced, yet

# It appears from the evidence of the fubftance of the
mufter rolls from Liverpool and Briftol, given in to his Ma-
jefty’s privy counfel, and inferted in their lordfhip’s printed
report, that the mortality among the failors during one voyage
in the Slave Trade, is about fawvenry-one per cent. eight hun-
dred and fifty-eight failors having died out of four thoufand
:hnd eighty, who formed the crews of one hundred and twelye

ips.
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the deaths among the Nova Scotians have
been very few indeed. The account which
the Directors have received does not extend
to the whole year, but it appears that not
more than five of them have died during three
of the moft unhealthy months.

The following is an extrat from a report
of the Company’s phyfician, written in the
moft unfavourable period of the laft rainy fea-
fon, being dated the 14th of October, 1793.
¢ Although the degree of ficknefs fince
the commencement of the prefent year has
been upon the whole comparatively {mall,
and the lofs fuftained by deaths trifling, yet
“ thofe months which have elapfed fince the
‘¢ beginning of the rains have proved more
¢ fickly than all the preceding. The Nova
“¢ Scotians have experienced during the rains
“ a confiderable fhare of ficknefs, but in
general the complaints were trifling. They
appear now to be fo well accuftomed to
the climate, that there is little reafon to
apprehend any great mortality among them.
¢ There are but few who ftill fuffer from the
“ effe@ts of laft year’s ficknefs, or whofe
health is precarious. Few places perhaps
in England, of the fame fize, can fhew a
greater number of fine healthy looking
children than are daily to be feen in our
fchools ; the heat of the climate appears to
have little effe¢t upon them.— During this
period fevers have been pretty frequent
among the whites; I have every reafon
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“ to hope the fick lift is on the decreafe, and
“ I flatter myfelf they will all be reftored
“ to health. One very unfavourable circum-
“ ftance has attended our fick this year, the
“ want of flour; it being ferioufly felt by
‘¢ thofe in health, much more fo by the fick.”

The fubfequent difpatches of the 26th De-
cember, 1793, give a much more favourable
account of the health of the colony at that
time, and mention the mortality of that whole
year to have been as already ftated to the
Court.

The Dire&ors think it proper here to add
a remark that chiefly regards themfelves, con-
cerning that vaft mortality among the whites
which happened in the firft year. The Pro-
prietors muft have obferved that the greateft
proportion of deaths was among the {ettlers,
the foldiers, the lower fervants, and artificers.
It affords the Direftors no fmall fatisfa&tion
to reflect, that inftead of urging any of thefe
to adventure out, they refufed to engage
many perfons of each of thefe three deferip-
tions, whom they were carneftly folicited to
fend, and were with difficulty prevailed on to
carry out thofe who went.

The unwillingnefs of the Direftors to take
out that clafs among whom the mortality was
the greateft, namely, the European fettlers,
gave umbrage to feveral perfons who were
very eager to become African colonifts, and in

D2 part
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part perhaps gave occafion to the inftitution
of the Bulam Company.

Their indifpofition to enlarge the number
of foldiers, among whom, next to the fettlers,
the mortality was the greateflt, occafioned the
refignation of one or two of their chief fer-
vants, and at the fame time drew a ftrong
remonflrance from feveral gentlemen, who
were purpoling to adventure out. The Di-
teftors were alfo fo much aware of the vari-
ous evils which might refult from the main-
tenance even of their fmall military eftablith-
ment, that they wrote to recall all the foldiers
as foon as the peaceablenefs of the natives was
afcertained, but the order arrived too late.

They were fo fenfible alfo of the danger to
which the artificers and their families, who
formed a material part of the third clafs, were
expofed, (moft of whom through an accident
at fea were likely not to arrive till the eve of
the rainy f{eafon) that they offered to dif-
charge a great part of them in England, not
only indemnifying them for their lofs of time,
but adding alfo fome gratuity ; a few accepted
the offer, but a great part, including almoft
all thofe who had families, were bent on the
profecution of the voyage. :

The DireCtors have mentioned. thele mi-
nute circamftances, for the fake of letting it
appear that they have been far from. eager, on
their part, in prefling thofe to. go.:to Sierra
Leone who have run the greateft xifk of their
lives in adventuring thither, and for the fake

of
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of pointing out aifo the extreme danger to
which thofe perfons are expofed on their
arrival in a tropical climate, who are either
unprovided with the means of comfortable
accommodation and fubfiftence, or who are
likely to fall into any habits of intemperance ;
for the above detail will fhew that thefe are
the two principal caufes to which the extraor-
dinary mortality is evidently to be traced.

The Diretors having thus endeavoured to
give an exact and impartial account of thofe
circumftances and events in the colony which
relate to the fubje&t of Health, are defirous
of leaving its character in this refpe to reft
on the fimple evidence of the abovementioned
fadts ; they will only add, that they are not
aware of any reafons why the climate of Sierra
Leone thould prove eventually inferior to that
of many fettlements between the tropics, in
different quarters of the world, of which the
healthinefs is now undifputed ; for fome of
thefe have been much more unfavourable to
the health of the firft fettlers than Sierra Leone
has yet proved: it feems therefore very rea-
fonable to exped, that in proportion as culti-
vation advances, and all the accommodations
of life improve, the fame gradual amendment
will take place in the healthinefs of this
colony, which has been experienced in other
cafes,

TRADE,
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T RADE
IN fpeaking of the Trade of the Com~

pany, the DireGors have rather to mention
the orders given and the fleps taken, with
a view to its inftitution, than to report
much actual progrefs.

They fent out a moderate affortment of
goods for trade by the very firft fhips, but
though this was done in confequence of the
advice of the commercial agent himfelf, who
took charge of them and who was well ac-
quainted with the coaft, yet no effort to dif-
pofe of them was made during his continu-
ance in their fervice. The chief part of thefe
articles confequently remained on fhip-board
during the rains; even many of thofe in-
tended for immediate ufe in the colony were
not delivered out of the veflels till after this
period, and it is to be feared, that through
the mifconduct of this perfon, as well as the
inefficiency of the Council and the confequent
confufion in the colony which has been
ftated, while many individuals were lofing
their lives on the one hand, no fmall part of
the Company’s property was diflipated on
the other.

The irregularity that prevailed in the com-
mercial department, was much aggravated by
the illnefs of almoft all the perfons employed

in
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in it. The ficknefs of the chief ftorekeeper
was fuch that he was obliged to return to
England ; the chief accountant died; the
chief commercial agent, who has been al-
ready fpoken of, died alfo, without having
rendered up any regular accounts ; feveral in-
ferior ftorckeepers, as has been mentioned
under the preceding head, fell victims to the
fevere duty which the difliculties of this
period impofed on them; and the perfons
who, through the neceflity of the cafe, were
appointed on the fpot to fill the vacancies,
were little ufed to book-keeping ; one perfon
alone remained (the prefent book-keeper) who
was properly acquainted with mercantile
bufinefs. :
Thus it has happened, that the Dire&ors,
who thought they had done every thing that
depended on them to fecure pun&uality in
accounts, from the very inflitution of the
colony, have found themfelves entirely de-
prived of the proper means of examining into
the expenditure and application of all the
firft cargoes ; and they are forry to add, that
although one of the Members of Council ap-
plied himfelf, for a confiderable time, to the
eftablilhment of a proper fyftem of book-
keeping, yet his efforts alfo have been ren-
dered abortive through the burning of the
York, whereby all the moft material books
of the colony were deftroyed.
The Court will not wonder that the Di-
reGtors were flow in fending out articles for
trade
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trade at a time when fo much confufion was
known to prevail in the colony, and when
the commercial fervants, who had died or re-
turned to England, were not yet replaced.
The Company’s prefent commercial agent
however carried out a large affortment fuited
to the African market, a great part of which

was immediately diftributed on board the
Company’s fmall vellels, which went with
them down the coaft ; the remainder, as has

been ftated, were unfortunately deﬁroyed on
board the YorL

In order to give a more complete idea of
the commercial plans of the Dire&ors, it
may be proper here to mention the number
of veflels of every kind belonging to the
Company, and the {¢rvices in which they are
employed. They have one fhip, the Harpy,
of 380 tons burthen ; another, the Amy, of
200 tons ; and ten veflels of 35 to 120 tons,
The York, of 8 5o tons, having been deftroyed,
one of the two larger fhips is for a time likely
to be ufed in her ftead as a ftore fhip, while
the other of them may carry goods to and
from Sierra Leone; all the f{maller veflels
being chiefly engaged in colle&ing produce
on the African coaft, which they are ordered
to convey to the colony as the place of de-
pofit.

The Court, in the outfet of their undertak-
ing, were led from various caufes to purchafe
rather than to charter the veflels which car-

ried
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ried out goods for Sierra Leone: but the vaft
expenfe which has been found to attend their
larger thips, has difinclined them from maRing
any further purchafes of this fort.

It thould be obferved, that the chief part
of thofe heavy expenfes which have been hi-
therto incurred in the maintenance of the
fhipping, and which have been much en-
hanced by the war, though mentioned under
this head, have been ftated in the account as
a charge on the Eftablithment of the colony,
and not on the Trade of the Company. The
Directors however have the fatisfallion of
knowing, that every one of their fmaller
vellels has been for fome time employed in
trading expeditions, and that of their two
large fhips, one is now engaged in trade,
and the other is made ufe of at Sierra Leone
both as a receptacle for goods and a protection
to the colony.

The Governor and Council have thought
proper, as a fubfidiary means of fecuring a
confiderable quantity of produce, to eftablith
a few fmall faQtories, chiefly in the neighbour-
ing rivers, which has been done at a trifling
expenfe. The French flave factory at Gam-
bia, which commanded one branch of the
river Sierra Leone, being fituated a few miles
above Freetown, has recently been relinquith-
ed. Other openings of various kinds have
arifen, the particulars of which the Dire&ors
will not be expefed to detail ; and though
no more than a fmall quantity of African

' produce,
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produce, amounting to a few thoufand pounds,
has, for the reafons already mentioned, as
yet "reached England ; yet in no refpe& do
the Governor and Council ftate the profpeéts
of the Company to have more confiderably
improved, than in the openings in the way of
Trade which have appeared in the laft year;
and efpecially in the latter part of it, when
the general declenfion of the African com-
merce, through the failure of mercantile
credit in England, was very obfervable on
the coaft.

The Directors muft here remark, however,
that they look forward to the period of the
abolition of the Slave Trade, as the great @ra
when a confiderable commerce in African
produce may be expefted to commence.
When the Africans, who have been long ha-
bituated to European articles, fhall find that
nothing will be taken in return but the pro-
duce of their land and labour, then this pro-
duce muft unqueftionably increafe. They al-
ready fhew a difpofition to till the foil, if
adequate encouragement be given them, as
the faéts which will be cited under the head
of Cultivation will fufficiently evince : and as
foon as the Slave Trade fhall fail them, there
is therefore the firongeft reafon to hope that
cultivation will immediately proceed ; and it
is not unnatural to fuppofe that thofe articles
may be raifed, and thofe plans of induftry
adopted, of which the banks of the river
Sierra Leone will have fet the example,

The
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The Direftors are not without hope that
if any meafure fhould be taken by the Britith
parliament, even for the limitation of the Slave
Trade, it may have fome falutary effe&t in
promoting African induftry, increafing the
produce to be collected, and thus ferving the
Company. As yet they labour under difad-
vantages, which they truft will not always be
impofed on thofe who refufe to unite a traffic
in their fellow creatures with a trade in na-
tural produce: they alfo willingly fuffer fome
prefent lofs by furnithing articles rather fu-
perior in quality, and fomewhat different in
kind, from thofe commonly fent to Africa;
and in many refpecls they have endeavoured
to purify the principles of the African Trade,
which they have found in general to be dread-
fully corrupt. In particular they have re-
ftrained, and in fome cafes abolifhed, though
not without a temporary inconvenience, the
cuftom of making large prefents of rum to -
the chiefs connefted with them. They
truft alfo they have gone to the root of
another evil, by introducing a confiderable
quantity of coin into the colony, and thus {ub-
ftituting the plain and certain medium of
dollars in place of the former one of bars;*
which having been a medium of calculation
that was extremely variable and confufed,
and merely nominal, has occafioned much

* The word bar implied originally a bar of iron, which was
one of the moft common articles of commerce, and might be
worth about three fhillings fterling,

trouble
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trouble and difpute, and given the oppor-
tunity of pra&tifing perpetual frauds in the
African commerce.

The DireGtors have reafon on the whole
to hope, that they have acquired fome credit
in Africa, not only by the general principles
of their undertaking, but by the approved
quality of their goods alfo, as well as by the
fairnefs of their {ervants in all their commer-
cial tranfa&tions; and however flow they
may have appeared in their progrefs, they
truft therefore that they have laid fome foun-
dation, on which a commercial intercourfg
may advantageoufly proceed,

CULTIVATION.,



CULTIVATION.

THE fubje@ of Cultivation may be
divided into two heads, that on the Com-
pany’s own account, and that produced, or
likely to be produced, cither on the lands of
the Nova Scotians or among the natives
them{elves.

It was a part of the original plan of the
Diretors, to fet on foot as foon as poflible
two or three plantations on their own account,
and they accordingly fent out three managers
(or planters) and feveral overfeers ufed to
tropical cultivation. The diftrefles of the
colony during the firft rainy feafon induced
one of the planters to quit the place, an op-
portunity being afforded him of returning to
the Weft indies ; many of the overfeers died ;
of the two planters that remained, one was
employed for a time in preparing a cotton
plantation near Freetown, but as he has re-
turned to England, and as the land in quel-
tion has been much wanted for other pur-
pofes, this undertaking is fufpended for the
prefent ; and a few of thofe Nova Scotians
whofe lots of land proved particularly barren,
have now the temporary ufe of this fruitful
fpot, from which crops of various articles
ufeful to the colony have been raifed.

of
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Of the other plantation undertaken on the
Company’s account, which is ftill fuccefsfully
proceeding under the management of the re-
maining planter, who went out by one of the
firft fhips, the Directors propofe to fpeak
very particularly ; fince they believe that this
is the firft experiment of the kind which has
been made in Africa, and that a minute ac-
count of its progrefs may ferve to throw con-
{iderable light on the queftion, whether it be
pradticable to cultivate the lands of that con-
tinent by means of the free labour of its own
inhabitants.

When it was found that the foil around
Freetown was not {o favourable to cultivation
as was expeéted, the planter who has been
laft alluded to, * with the fame laudable and
ardent zeal which has ever fince diftinguifhed
him, made many fucceflive expeditions both
down the coaft, along the river fide, and
into the interior country, with a view of
learning the quality of the foil in all the
more diftant parts. He reported that he had
found extremely good land on the other fide
of the river; offered, if any purchafe of it
could be made, to fettle himfelf there among
the natives, and to attempt, with their help
alone, a regular plantation. A mile {quare
of land was obtained without difficulty from
the chief of that diftri@, in confideration of
an annual rent equal to f.16; and about

®* Mr. James Watt, formerly manager of the Eftate of
George Role, Lfq. M, P, in Dominica.

thirty
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thirty grumettas, or free native labourers,
were got together by his afliftance. The firft
work to which they were put was that
of building a houfe for the manager ;
they were next employed in cutting down
the wood, which entirely covered the coun-
try ; and they procedeed then to hoe the
ground, and to plant it with fugar cane,
cotton, rice, and other vegetables. The
terms of engaging them were four or five
bars a month, but as the valuing of the bars
proved a fource of fome altercation, the price
of three dollars a month, or about 3s. 6d. a
week, is now {ubftituted : the labourers are
alfo found with provifions, which confift of
about a pint and a half of rice, together with
two or three ounces of meat a piece, each
day. They are called to work by the blowing
of a horn, which is heard through the {mall
neighbouring towns in which they refide;
and if they are on the fpot, as they ufually
are, at the precife time expeted which is
that of fun rife, they are then accuftomed to
receive a fmall glafs of rum, which it is in-
tended however to commute into {fome trifling
pecuniary allowance. They work under the
immediate eye of one of the better fort of
natives, while the planter dire@s their gene-
ral operations, fees them often from his win-
dow, and walks occafionally amongft them.
They go to their dinner (which is drefled for
them in the manager’s houfe, and is the
only meal they take during their day’s work)
at eleven o’clock, and they return at one.

They
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They work till fun~fet and then receive ano=
ther {mall glafs of fpirits, but they drink
water only at their meal. Their labour is
thought equal to about two-thirds of a com=
mon day's work in this country, and it is
tolerably fieady, although they {hew no great
exertionin it.  Above a year has now elapfed
with little variation, either in the number of
the labourers or in the regularity of their
work, except in the inftance of their abfent-
ing themfelves for a few weeks at the ap-
proach of the rainy feafon, in order to work
at the plantations about their own towns ; and
it is thought that means may be taken for
preventing even this interruption for the
future. ‘

It is material to take fomé¢ notice of the
manner in which their wages are {pent: when
they have received their pay, which- they
always claim on the day after the appearance
of the new moon, they fend over to Free-
town to fell the dollars as they term it; the
articles taken in return are for the moft part
clothing or houfehold utenfils ; for it does not
appear that thofe gains which the natives ac+
quire by regular induftry, are commonly ap-
plied to any pernicious ufe. The labourers
who work in the Company’s plantation may
now be diftinguifhed from moft of the other
natives, by fome additional articles in their
drefs ; they wear a hat and a jacket, which
the others in general do not; and they have

trowfers of a better quality, being evidently
difpofed
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difpofed to copy after the Europeans; though
it is only a {fmall part of their clothing, and
ftill lefs of their houfehold furniture and mode
of living, that they have as yet adopted: They
are taught to abftain from work on Sundays,
when they attend a Nova Scotia preacher now
refident among them, who adls alfo during
the week as {chool-mafter to feveral native
children.

The land which they put in cultivation the
firft year was not confiderable, having been
only about fifteen acres, of which about
twelve acres were planted with alternate rows
of rice and cotton. A nurfery of fugar canes
has been alfo fet on foot, and is, on the
whole, advancing ; but the ants (or bugabugs)
bave done much damage among them. It is
fuppofed however that this obftacle to the
growth of thc fugar cane, will be removed,
as foon as the roots of the trees which have
been cut down fhall have rotted away ; fince
the ants are faid to derive confiderable fup-
port from them.

The Diretors have the [atisfaction of ob-
ferving, that although fome little differences
may have occafionally arifen between the
manager and the natives engaged with him,
yet on the whole the Company’s profpeéts
have much improved in that part, and many
proofs have been given of the great advances
that may be made in Civilization, if the pre-
fent obje& fhould be fteadily purfued, and

E efpecially
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efpecially if means fhould be found of con-
fiderably extending the fame {yftem.

It has lately been difcovered, that feveral
towns adjacent to the Company’s plantation
are very much increafed, not only by the
acceflion of thofe natives who work for the
Company, but alfo of many others. It ap-
pears alfo that the natives are more difpofed
in general to migrate towards the fides of the
river, which heretofore have been very little
peopled : a fenfe of the fecurity of their per-
fons more and more prevails, and they are
lefs averfe to let the buth around their towns
be cut down; which, familiarifed as they
have been with the idea of being furprifed
and carried into flavery, they were accuftomed
always to fpeak of as a convenient fhelter.
The difficulty indeed of landing on the Bu=
lam fide of the river, by leffening the inter-
courfe with Europeans, has caufed a very
vilible difference in the character of the na-
tives of that diftrict : they are lefs violent and
lefs addited to liquor than their oppofite
neighbours, and they alfo live more by their
induftry. They are in general difpofed to
enter into the views of the government of
Sierra Leone, and feem very little inclined to
believe thofe flave-traders, who tell them that
the Company has injurious defigns againft
them ; and one of their chief men makes it
his profefled principle neither to fell nor to
keep a flave. A fecond plantation appears
now to be delired by them, and their King

has
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has lately ceded another fquare mile of land
for that purpofe.

The DireGtors have further to mention
under the head of Cultivation on the Com-
pany’s own account, a fmall garden of ex-
periment in the neighbourhood of Freetown,
which is under the care of an able botanift.
A variety of native plants and feeds has been
colle&ted from time to time, which are cul-
tivated there with great attention; and it is
hoped that fome future benefit, either to the
Company or colony, as well as fome ufeful
acceflion of botanical knowledge, may refult
from the labours of this gentleman.® The
Court of Direftors have fucceeded in obtain-
ing feveral valuable articles of tropical culti~

vation, through his Majefty’s permiffion,
from the royal gardens at Kew, and particu-
zu]v the bread-fruit tree, which will form a
very important addition to the Company’s
colle&ion.

In fpeaking of the cultivation that has
taken place fince the inftitution of the colony,
through the labour that has been exerted by
the Nova Scotians, or the natives on their
own account, the Direftors are not yet able
to report any confiderable progrefs, A great

* The Direftors have introduced by way of Appendix, an
account of_the Natural Produétions of Sierra Leone, furnifhed
by Mr. Afzelius, their Botanift,
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part of the attention and induftry of the co«
lonifts has been applied to the building of the
town, of which it may not be improper in
this place to enter into fome defeription.

Itis fituated on a dry and rather elevated
fpot, on the fouth-fide of Sierra Leone river,
and it occupies between feventy and eighty
acres of land; its length being about one-
third of a mile, and its breadth nearly the
fame. It contains near four hundred houfes,
each houfe having one-twelfth of an acre of
ground annexed to it, on which a few vege-
tables are raifed. The ftreets run, in general,
from north-weft to fouth-eaft, there being
nine in this direion, and three crofs fireets;
and they are eighty feet wide, one only ex-
cepted, which runs within fifty feet of the
river fide, and of which the width is one
hundred and fixty feet. The public build-
ings are almoft all placed in the broad ftreet, .
and they confift of a church, fituated near
the middle of the town, which will accom-
modate about eight hundred people; the
governor’s houfe and offices; a large ftore-
houfe, under which as well as under the go-
vernor's houfe a brick ftore-cellar has been
built; a large hofpital; and fix or eight other
wooden houfes, offices, and fhops, occupied
by the Company’s fervants: the frames of
all the abovementioned buildings were fent
out from England. Four canvas houfes, or
rather rooms, have been alfo furnifhed from
hence,” 2nd one public building has been

erefted
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ereted of the common materials of the coun-
try, but this is already going to decay as well
as the canvas houfes; while all the other
buildings, having been ere@ed with care and
framed of wood prepared in England, appear
likely to laft for fome years.

The dwelling-houfes of the fettlers, which
conflitute the chief part of the town, were at
firlt inferior even to the common huts of the
natives, but are now far {fuperior to them in
every refpect ; a few of them have been re-
paired and enlarged, but the greater part
have been pulled down (their general {cite
having been changed by the government),
and are now completely rebuilt. Indeed the
firft huts were intended by the Nova Scotians
to be only temporary dwellings, and were
made with very little trouble of the commen
materials of the country, confifting merely of
a few pofts let into the ground, the intervals
between which were then wattled and plaif-
tered with clay, and the thatching was of
long grafs ; the fize of thefe may have been
on the average about eighteen feet by twelve,
and the value of the labour beftowed on each
about forty fhillings.

The prefent houfes of the fettlers are form-
ed, both as to the fides and flooring (for they
are all of them floored), of fuitable timber
cut and framed in the country, and they are
fecured from damp by being' raifed one or
two feet from the ground by means of ftones
or blocks of wood: a number of them are

E 3 already
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already covered with either boards or fhingles,
and it is intended to finifh them all in this
manner ; but the greater part are thatched
with grafs for the prefent. Only a very few
of them have chimneys, but it is common
neverthelefs to burn a fire in one of the rooms
during the rainy feafon, the {moke either
finding its way through the thatching or
pafling out by the door and windows. The
prefent houfes are in general from twenty to
thirty feet long, and from twelve to fifteen
feet wide, and they are in moft cafes divided
into two rooms. The average value of the
whole labour beftowed on each, including the
materials, may be eftimated at about ten
pounds. .

Of the land immediately adjoining to the
town, care has been taken to referve a por-
tion to the Company on every fide. All
this referved land, without including any of
the remote parts dire@ly fouth, on which
fide the referved land has no other boundary.
than that prefcribed in the grant of land
originally made by the natives, may be com-
puted at about two hundred acres; part of
which is the ground already {poken of that
was intended for a cotton plantation, but is
now occupied by the Nova Scotians. Only
a fmall proportion of thefe two hundred acres
is in actual cultivation, but the whole of it is
cleared. The healthinefs of the fettlement
has undoubtedly been much promoted by the
early meafures that were taken to clear this

furrounding
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furrounding diftrict ; and the prudent refer-
vation of it that has been made, may hereafter
conduce to many important ends, and in
particular it may afford the means of enlarg-
ing the town if there thould be occafion.

The lots of land which have been given to
the Nova Scotians lie towards the fouth-eaft
of Freetown, all the weftern diftri being in
the pofleflion of the natives, and the fouthern
fide being thought too mountainous and diffi-
cult of accefs to be ufed at prefent for culti-
vation. The neareft of the lots is about a
third of a mile from the town, and the moft
diftant about two miles and a quarter; they
occupy in all about four {quare miles, or two
thoufand five hundred and fixty acres, and
they are each of them now rendered accefli-
ble by a path of ten feet broad, which has
been cut with great labour and expenfe: only
a few lots however, which are fituated near
the town, have as yet been in any meafure
cleared or cultivated.

In order to excite a {pirit of emulation in
tilling the foil, premiums were given in the
firft year hy the government to the fettlers
who raifed the greateft quantity of the fol-
lowing articles, viz. rice, yams, plantains,
eddows, cabbages, Indian corn, and cotton ;
the whole amount of thefe premiums was
about one hundred pounds. This meafure
appears to have had fo good an effe@, that
there is an intention of repeating it in the
fecond feafon, making a few variations in the
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manner of executing it, which the experience
of the firft year has fuggefted.

Concerning the progrefs of Cultivation
among the natives, it is hardly to be expected
that there is much as yet to be reported to the
Court: indeed the fize of their plantations
has commonly varied fo exceedingly from
year to year, thatany appearance of increafed
induftry among them, during a fingle feafon,
ought not too confidently to be afcribed either
to the new demand occafioned by the colo-
nifts of Sierra lLeone, or to the Company’s
~ influence and example. The price of rice,
the chief article of cultivation on the coaft,
has been at fome times forty fhillings per ton,
and at others no lefs than twenty-five or even
thirty pounds. This variation is owing
partly no doubt to the difference in the fea-
fons, but may reafonably be afcribed, in a
very great degree, to the difliculty which the
Africans find in forming any proper compu-
tation of the demand which is likely to arife
for their produce; a plentiful year fometimes
betraying them into a general negle& of their
plantations, and a {carce year {eldom failing,
on the other hand, to produce a fuperfluous
cultivation in the year immediately fucceed+
ing,

The eftablithment of a commercial factory
on the coaft, whofe bufinefs it may be to
form regular contralts with the natives, as
well as to obferve the general extent of the

cultivation,
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cultivation, and to make purchafes with a
view to the exportation of the furplus produce,
may tend perhaps to excite a more regular
induftry, and to bring about, though at firft
flowly and imperceptibly, very important
and extenfive confequences, :

CIVILIZATION,
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CIVILIZATION.

UNDER this head of the Report,
the Directors will introduce a confiderable
body of information. They will fpeak firft
of the mode of government exercifed in the
fettlement ; and they will then give the cha-
raCter of the fettlers; they will afterwards
enter upon the general {fubject of Civilization;
in doing which they will defcribe the mifer-
able ftate to which it appears, from the tefti-
monies afforded at Sierra Leone, that the
natives of Africa have been reduced, through
their intercourfe with Europeans; and the
Dire&ors will conclude with an account of
the fteps which have been taken by the
Sierra Leone Company to introduce Chrifti-
anity and Civilization among the Africans,
of whofe capacity and difpofition to receive
inftru&ion fome very fatisfattory information
will be given. ;

The Direcors have as yet received no ex-
prefs powers from parliament for adminifter-
ing the government of Sierra Leone: they have
confidered, as they were bound to do, that
the Britith conftitution, as far as it is appli-
cable to the circumftances of the place, is of
courfe transferred thither, and that the blacks

and
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and whites living in the colony have an equal
right to the privileges of Britifh {ubjeéts.

Trial by Jury has been eftablithed, and the
Nova Scotia blacks, though poflefling very
little knowledge of the Britith laws, have
atted as jurymen, one of the Company’s
chief fervants always prefiding as the judge.
The punifhments inflicted have been mild,
confifting rather in fines than in corporal
punifhment : the verdicts have been in gene-
ral very juft, and, on the whole, the Nova
Scotians have ferved on the juries in a man-
ner that fufficiently proves the propriety and
prudence of extending to them a privilege
which they fo much value. It may be pre-
fumed alfo, that the gradual acquaintance
with the principles of Englifh law, which the
Nova Scotians gain in the periodical feffions
of the peace, may be of ufe in improving
their minds, and may operate as a general
help towards Civilization.

The defence of the colony from external
enemies is neceflarily entrufted to the body
of Nova Scotians alfo.  Their arms are
always ready ; and though their courage has
not been put to any actual trial, fince they
came to Sierra Leone, yet their alacrity in
coming forward in a moment of fuppofed
danger, has been experienced on more than
one occalion. Moit of them  indeed bore
arms in the American war, and fome have
been pra@ifed in firing the guns, which have
been mounted for the colony’s defence,

In
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In order to introduce a fyftem of internal
police, every ten houfeholders have been in-
ftruéted to chufe annually a tithing-man, and
every ten tithing-men a hundredor ; the laft
mentioned of whom are three in number,
there being about three hundred houfeholders
in the colony. The hundredors are confulted
by the Governor and Council, on fuch oc-
cafions as concern the general interefts of the
Nova Scotians.

The Directors are convinced, that in pro-
ceeding to form any plans of government, it
will be neceflary to confider the ftate of mind
of thole who are to be governed, and a va-
riety of local circumftances. They have hi-
therto advifed the Governor and Council to
proceed gradually, taking experience as much
as poflible for their guide, and endeavouring
to apply a remedy to every evil as it arofe,
rather than to form at once any confiderable
code of new local inftitutions.

The Dire&ors wifh to obferve, that in thus
touching briefly on the point of government,
they have thought it {ufficient to flate the
general principles which have been aflumed,
and the manner of trying offences and pro-
viding for the defence and police of the co-
lony, which has been reforted to up to this
period : they do not wifh at prefent to offer
any opinion on thofe meafures, which it may
be proper to give hereafter to this important
fubject,

In
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In proceeding to fpeak of the flate of Relis
gion and Morals within the fettlement, it is
only doing juftice to the Company’s fervants,
in the firlt place, to remark, that their con-
du& in general has been fober, moral, and
exemplary ; and that the fuperior fervants
efpecially, in whom the chief power is vefted,
appear to have promoted the caufe of Chrif-
tianity and the pratice of every moral duty,
both by the manner in which they have exer-
cifed the public truft committed to them, and
by their private influence and example. On
the fubject of the labors of the clergymen
who went out from England, the Directors
think it their duty to obferve, that the colony
has derived fervices highly important, in every
view, from the gentlemen who filled this part
of their eftablithment.

The Directors in fpeaking {fo favourably as
they have done of the general morals of their
own fervants, mufl of courfe be underftood
to except all thole of whom any thing that
implies a contrary charatter has been men-
tioned in any part of this report ; and they
muft alfo make an exception of a few others
who have not been individually noticed. The
perfons in whom they have been the moft
difappointed, have been the lower overfeers,
of whom it was difficult to get any thorough
knowledge at the time of engaging them, on
account of their having refided in the Weft
Indies : of the {everal individuals of this clafs
that originally went out, none are now re-

maining
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maining in the colony. The Court will not
wonder, if in fpite of all the care taken in
the choice of the perfons fent to Sierra Leone,
a few inftances thould have occurred even of
notorious immorality among {o confiderable a
number. The Diretors, however, have reafon
to think, that the proportion of their regular
fervants, who can be juftly charged with an
thing direétly licentious and immoral, will be
found to have been very fmall on the whole :
and they have the fatisfaltion of faying, that
a confiderable decency of manners, and an
unwillingnefs to difgrace the caufe in which
they are engaged, appears at this time to pre-
vade their eftablifhment.

Of the chara&er of the Nova Scotia blacks,
who may be faid to conflitute the colony,
the Direftors propofe to give a. very full
defcription,  Some degree of judgment may
be formed concerning the flate of morals
among them, by adverting to the offences
which have been brought to view at the
periodical feflions of the peace. The higheft
crimes for which any profecutions have yet
taken place, have been adultery and petty
theft ; and more than one convi&ion for the
former of thefe has occurred. From that clafs
of vices which comes lefs under the cogni-
zance of a public court, the Nova Scotians
are in fome refpe@s remarkably free ; mar-
riage is extremely general among them, and
all thofe evils which more particularly refult

from
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from its being in difufe, are therefore in a
great meafure avoided : drunkennefs is by no
means common: {wearing is hardly ever
heard : their attention to the fabbath is alfo
great ; they on that day abftain entirely from
work, drefs themfelves in very good (and
fome of them even in very gay) attire, and
repair together with their children to church,
where their deportment during the fervice,
and their whole appearance are reprefented to
be fuch as to form a very ftriking fpeftacle.

Tt will appear from the above general de-
feription, that the Nova Scotians are evidently
{fuperior to the generality of people of the
fame order in this country, in refpect to that
particular clafs of morals which has been
treated of ; but this is certainly the moft fa-
vourable way of viewing them. It will be
neceflary, in order to give a juft idea of their
whole character, to enter rather largely into
fome other points: and firft it may be proper
to take notice of their religion, and then to
dwell on fome of the peculiar difpofitions and
prejudices of their minds, efpecially as they
may refpet the Company: after which a
retrofpe@ive view will be taken of their paft
circumf{tances and condition.

On the firt of thefe heads it may be ob-
ferved, that the Nova Scotians are not only
punual, as has been already ftated, at their
worfhip, but that many of them profefs alfo
in other refpects much regard to religion. It

18
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is natura] however to imagine, that among
fuch a body of men, almoft all of them claim-
ing to be thought Chriftians, there will be
fome who have imbibed very inadequate or
enthufiaftic notions of Chriftianity; a few
perhaps who fet up hypoeritical pretenfions
to it; while there may be many others who,
notwithftanding fome defect in their religious
knowledge, may be confiftent and fincere
Chriftians.  There are five or fix black
preachers among them, raifed up from their
own body, who are not without a confider-
able influence ; and it fuppofed that the dif-
cipline which they preferve in their little
congregations, has contributed materially to
the maintenance of the general morals which
have been {poken of.

The due regulation and command of their
tempers, is one of thofe points in which the
Directors muft ftate that the Nova Scotians
are (many of them at leaft) moft eminently
found to fail. They have appeared in many
inftances remarkably rath and hafty in their
judgments, and vehement in all the difpofi-
tions of their mind. The violence which
occalionally broke out at an early period of
the {ettlement, was fuch as to give ferious
anxiety to the government ; it fhewed itfelf
in vehement declamations made fometimes
in the public fireets, and in marked expref-
fions of contumely rudely and publicly ut-
tered againft the Company’s chief fervants.
Some {ymptoms of ambition appeared about

the
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the fame time in one or two individuals,
who had acquired a temporary popularity in
the colony.  The extreme violence which
has been fpoken of was ordinarily confined
to a very few, but fome degree of it occafi-
onally extended itfelf to a greater number, and
the more forward atid affuming individuals
then grew eager to dictate in the name of the
whole body. This turbulence muft certainly be
mentioned as one of the chief ¢ircumftances
of difcredit to the characer of the infant
fettlement. Although the DireQors truft that
fo mifchievous a {pirit has now confiderably
{ubfided, they have neverthelefs thought it
proper to fend out orders, that if there thould
ftill be any individuals who perfit in com-
plaining againft the government, they fhould
be defired to avail themfelves of an opportu-
nity which will be afforded them of returning
back to Nova Scotia.

The unreafonablenefs of many of the fet-
tlers in eftimating their own merits, and their
very inadequate fenfe of thofe obligations
which have been conferred on them by the
Company, muft be ftated as another mate-
rial cifcumftance to the prejudice of feveral
of their characters, All this is combined in-
deed with the falfe and abfurd notions, which
the more forward among them have imbibed,
concerning their rights as freemen, and the
whole nature of their claims on the Company.

When the Governor and Council thought
proper to difmifs one of the Nova Scotians

F from
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from his work, on account of difre(pectful
condu@ towards his fuperiors, a number of
his comrades made a formal application to
have it eftablithed as a law, that no Nova
Scotia labourers working under the Company
fhould ever be turned off in future, unlefs
after a verdi given to that purpofe by a
jury of his peers. When the difpute ended
concerning the quantity of the Company’s
own land to be referved near the fhore for
public ufes, fome of the Nova Scotians in
allowing at length that a certain portion of it
fhould be fo referved, conceded the point by
faying, that they would oblige the Company
with the piece of land in queftion. The
claims which they fet up for an increafe of
wages, and for a redufion in the price of
articles fold at the Company’s flore-houfe,
have been already mentioned to the court,
and their unreafonablenefs has in no inftance
appeared more firongly than in thefe appli-
cations ; for their wages, at the time of their
complaint, were no lefs than two fhillings
and fix-pence a day; and the price of the
goods fold to them was only fuch as to afford
a clear profit, (after paying freight, intereft
of money, as well as prime coft and all other
charges) of about ten per cent to the Com=
pany. It is worthy of remark alfo, that they
ufually prefer both the above mentioned and
all their other claims, though matters of bar-
gain between the two contrating parties,
emphatically in their charaCter of freemen.

If
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If an additional fix-pence be not added to their
wages, they declare that they fhall then con-
ceive themfelves to be treated as flaves. If
the governor be not difmiffed for having or-
dered water to be mixed with the rum, before
it was expofed to fale (which it has proved
on enquiry that he did with no other pur-
pofe, than that of bringing it to the fair and
proper proof), it is intimated in like manner
that the whole colony is about to be reduced
to flavery. Undoubtedly thefe expreflions
are ufed often in hafte, are fometimes alfo
retrated, and in whatever name they may
be urged, fhould never be charged on the
whole body. They afford a {pecimen how-
ever of the fort of reafonings with which the
government abroad has frequently had to
combat, and they may tend to fhew the pro-
priety of the line of condu&t adopted by the
Dire&ors, which has been that of endeavour-
ing to compofe the minds of the colonifts,
by giving a favourable impreflion of the
Company’s general difpofition towards them,
rather than attempting to fatisfy them by re.
iterated and unreafonable conceflions, The
fubftance of their complaints, if they could
be made good, would amount in effe to
this ; that the Company gain too much money
by their dealings with the fettlers, and are
profiting to an unreafonable degree at their
expenfe ; for all the points in difpute have
been required by them to be fettled in fome
way that would turn out more favourably to

F2 the
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the Nova Scotians, and more unfavourably
to the finances of the Company.

The Direftors have ftated in the foregoing
account, that out of about two hundred and
forty thoufand pounds capital, above cighty
thoufand pounds have been already fpent ifi
eftablithing the colony; and, if the dead
ftock be included (as the greater part of it
may), above one hundred thoufand pounds.
If the Company had proceeded entirely on
thofe interefted views which fome of the
Nova Scotians have been ready to afcribe to
them, and had merely eftablithed a faory
for their trade, the expenditure of a fourth
or a fifth part of this fum would probably
have been fufficient ; and confequently about
eighty thoufand pounds (not to mention the
expenfe paid by government in tranfporting
the Nova Scotians) might have been faved.
The bare ftatement of thefe fa&s fufficiently
proves the unreafonablenefs of thofe Nova
Scotians, who are always complaining of the
illiberality of the Company. ' It is true that
advantages poflibly even outweighing all this
expenfe, have accrued to the Company from
their migration to Sierra Leone. Thefe how-
ever have been advantages not gained by the
Company as traders looking to their own
profit, but as founders of the Sierra Leone
Company, for the firm eftablithment of which
they may reckon themfelves chiefly indebted
to the Nova Scotians. This fum of eighty
thoufand pounds, (which is a third part of
- the
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the Company’s whole capital) has therefore
been the price paid for the civilization that is
now begun in Africa: it has been facrificed
to that caufe, which the Sierra Leone Com-
pany have confidered as their own, the caufe
of Chriftianity and Freedom and Civilization
among the race of Africans; to the caufe
more particularly of thefe Nova Scotians
themfelves and their pofterity.

The jealoufy and {ufpicion fhewn by many
of the Nova Scotians, efpecmlly in their in-
tercourfe with whites, is another circumftance
that muft be mentioned in fome degree to
their prejudice. They have all profefled in-
deed to entertain the moft favourable opinion
of the intentions and principles of the Di-
reCtors, who therefore hope that they will
be d1fpofed to a ready acquielcence in the
decifions of the Court, whenever they may
be made known to them. Few however of
the fervants fent out have efcaped their {hare
of harth and wunreafonable fufpicion: but
though this unpleafant difpofition muft be
mentioned, as forming one material feature
in the charadter of the fettlers, yet great
allowance for it will undoubtedly be made,
if due confideration be had of the varioug
fufferings which fome of them have under-
gone, and the very unequal meafure of
juftice which they have formerly received,
and are now habituated to expeé, at the
hand of whites.

F 3 In
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In eftimating indeed the whole charatter
that has been given of the Nova Scotians,
the peculiar circumftances of their paft lives
ought not to be forgotten, and this therefore
is a fubject to which it is material to draw
for a while the attention of the Court.

It fhould be remembered that the men
whom the Diretors have been defcribing,
were all of them at one time {laves; that in
that period of their lives, when they were
abridged of their liberty, they probably, like
others in their condition, were but little
reftrained in refpe&t to many branches of
morals, that marriage was not then inftituted
among them, that the want of parental care
and inftru@ion was not at all fupplied by
any inftitution of fchools, and that no one,
in fhort, then confidered it as his duty to in-
culcate any kind of religious or moral princi-
ples among them. It thould be confidered
alfo, how much they muft, at the fame time,
have been degraded in refpet to the faculties
of their minds, how {mall their opportunities
of knowledge were, how little induccment
they had to cultivate their talents, or to exert
their underftandings. They felt undoubtedly
a ftrong fenfe of the peculiar hardfhips under
which they laboured, but it is probable they
were little acquainted with the true nature of
civil rights, or accuftomed to think accurately
about them: on the contrary, they may very
naturally be fuppofed to have often confound-
ed the unavoidable hardfhips of life, and the

punifhments
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punithments needful in fociety, with all thofe
other ills which a principle of arbitrary power
impofes, and which it can fignify little to
thofe who are involved in a ftate of hopelefs
captivity particularly to difcriminate. It is
to fome want of difcrimination and remaining
ignorance in this refpe@, that much of that
unreafonablenefs of the Nova Scotians which
has been deferibed, and that fome of the ab-
furdeft of thofe particular claims which have
been fpecified, may obvioully be traced, and
not to any original fault in their moral cha-
ralter more than in that of other men, nor
to any natural inferiority in their underftand-
ing. And when it is confidered how often
the advocates for a {yftem of fervitude have,
on their part, confounded both flavery itfelf
and all the enormities attending it, with the
necellary evils of human life, and the infti-
tutions that are requifite in civil fociety, it
furely need not excite furprife if emancipated
flaves fhould be fubjec to a like confufion of
ideas, and fhould feem, in the fame manner,
to labour under fome dulnefs and inaccuracy
of underftanding, when a&ing under the bias
of felf-intereft,

It feems proper to abferve, in addition to
what has been already faid on the original
condition of the Nova Scotians, that the Di-
reftors are not without reafon for fuppoling
the ftate of their fervitude to have been more
harfh than the American fervitude is in gene-
ral ; for it thould be noticed, that they form

F 4 a portion
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a portion of thofe flaves who, during the
American war, ran away from their mafters
and took refuge in the king’s army ; which
it feems natural to imagine that thofe would
in general be the moft difpofed to do, whofe
{ituation was the moft hard and uncomfort-
able. Indeed if this prefumption of their ill
treatment, arifing from the manner of their
emancipation (which. is increafed by the ac+
count that a few of them recite of their ex-
traordinary {ufferings), fhould be thought un-
fair, and fhould appear to derogate too much
from the fuppofed mildnefs and humanity of
American malters, it feems then to follow,
on the other hand, that they were thofe ﬂaves
who were the leaﬁ {enfible of the mild treat-
ment they received, who were the leaft at-
tached to the perfons of their mafters, and
the moft prone to he difcontented with their
condition, On cither of thefe fuppofitions,
the Nova Scotians may be faid to furnifh a
lefs favourable fpecimen of the characler ta
be expected in cmanmpated flaves, than may
be commonly hoped for in other cafes. It
can hardly be neceffary to obferve, how
extremely unfavourable the circumftances
through which they have paflfed into a ftate
of freedom will appear, if their cafe fhould
be compared with that of {laves, who might
be emancipated on a prudent prmc:ple of
difcrimination ; to whom liberty having been
firft held out in profpet, in order to prepare
them for ity might be granted after a certain

period
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period of fervice, as the profefled reward of
induftry and merit ; or might perhaps be
communicated by degrees, as local or other
circumftances might make advifeable, privi-
lege after privilege ' being added, in  pro-
portion as their diligence thould advance, as
their property fhould accumulate, and their

erfonal intereft in the maintenance and well-
gcing of fociety fhould increafe,

But to refume the {ubjeét which occafioned
this fhort digrefion—the Nova Scotia blacks
having been born in North America of African
parents or progenitors (a few only excepted
who were imported Africans, and were chiefly
kidnapped as they fay in their infancy), hav-
ing pafled the principal part of their lives in
a ftate of flavery that was probably worfe than
ordinary, and having then emancipated them-
felves in the manner that has been mentioned,
they fulfilled on their part the conditions re-
quired of them in the proclamations iflued by
the Britith commanders, having been of the
number of loyalifts who joined the ftandard
of Great Britain. Whatever education or in-
firu@ion any of them have received, appears
to have been chiefly got fince the @ra of their
emancipation, A few of them with a part of
their earnings put themfelves to fchool, with
the view either of increafing their religious
knowledge, or of laying the ground for fome
future improvement in their condition ; and
thefe are. now the preachers and {chool-
malters of the Sierra Leone colony. After

pafling
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pafling through various fcenes, for the moft
part living among the Britith folders, and
following the common fortune of the army ;
not unfrequently expofing themfelves in battle,
as the wounds of feveral will teftify, and get-
ting credit always for their courage, but not
fo uniformly for all the other parts of their
charadter ; their numbers being now con-
{iderably reduced by the death of fome and
the difperfion of others (a portion of them
being fuppofed to have again fallen into the
hands of the Americans) ; the remainder were
brought to Nova Scotia at the end of the war,
in order to reeeive, in common with the white
loyalifts, certain allowances of provifions and
portions of land, in purfuance of the promifes
made to them in thofe proclamations, which
have been already alluded to. 'They fate
that they obtained the rations of provifions,
though not to the full extent of their expec-
tations ; that inftead of the promifed lots of
land, they got in general only a fmall town-
lot of little value, the white loyalifts having
engroffed all the ground that was valuable ;
and that they were further difappointed in
not finding themfelves admitted to the ufual
privileges of Britifh fubjes, and in particular
to the right of trial by jury. It has been
already noticed, that their fenfe of thefe in-
juries, together with their experience of the
unfavourablenefs of the climate of Nova
Scotia, induccd them to feek redrefs from the
Britith government, by means of a delegate
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from their own body, whom they fent to

England for that purpofe.
When Mr. Clarkfon appeared as the Com-
any’s agent in Nova Scotia, and ftated at
K:veral public meetings of the free blacks, the
propofals held out to them by the Coms-
pany, together with the liberal offer of a
free paffage to Sierra Leone made by the
Britifh government, they exprefled at once
the moft lively joy and exultation; they
congratulated themfelves on being now about
to be emancipated from a fituation which
they had almoft confidered as a fecond fervi-
tude, both on account of the fpecific hard-
thips already ftated, and the general difrepute
and inequality of treatment which had fol-
lowed them into the Britifh colony, in which
they had attempted to incorporate themfelves.
The eagernefs of their defire to migrate, is
faid by Mr. Clarkfon, to have rendered him
fo much the more careful in guarding them
againft the indulgence of all unreafonble ex-
pe&ations.  No allowance even of provifions
after their arrival was held out to them, and
the neceffity of working on their lots of land,
in order to get their livelihood, was urged
upon them univerfally, But their ardour was
not at all reprefled by thefe or any fimilar
fuggeftions ; they fold haftily and without
regret, at the moft inadequate prices, fuch of
their little effects as could not eafily be carried
away with them: a few of thofe who were
pollefled of property aflifted others who were
in
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prevented their migration ; and feveral who
were the heads of families, are faid to have
undertaken, for the fupport of the younger
and more unprotetted females, to’ whom no
;Fffage was granted except on this condition.
T'he whole body waited feveral weeks in tents
at Halifax, for the colle&tion of the thipping,
during which time they were expoled to
much inclemency of weather, and contracted a
confiderable degree of ficknefs: they fet fail
in the beginning of January, 1792, having
readily adopted every meafure that was {ug-
gelted to them for the maintenance of exalt
order during the voyage, and having thus far
uniformly teflified both their gratitude and
obedience to Mr, Clark{on and to the Company.

Their conduct fince this period has been.
already {ufliciently defcribed, and the Direc-
tors think that when it is confidered in con-
nection with all thofe circumftances of their
paft lives which have now been alfo men-
tioned, although fome of the plealing ex-
peQtations which were excited by a few
+firft appearances may have been difappointed,
their charaéter may fairly be faid to turn out
as favourably on the whole as could reafon-
ably be expeced. It fhould be noticed in-
deed, that among thefe emancipated {laves,
there have not been wanting inftances of a
fow, at leaft, who have afferded a moft fa-
vourable fpecimen of the African character,

on
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on whofe general difpofitions Chriftianity ap-
pears to have had a moft benign and happy
influence, and who have thewn themfclves on
2ll occafions humble and contented, the friends
of order, and the zealous promioters of peace.

Let it therefore be carefully remembered
on the one hand, that every thing which has
been faid in difparagement of the Nova Sco-
tians, is to be underftood with fome excep-
tions, and with various degrees of limitation :
let it alfo be confidered, on the other, how
great and various have been the difadvan-
tages under which all of them have laboured ;
and it will then no doubt appear, that the
turbulence of fome, the unreafonablenefs as
well as jealoufy of many more, and all the
other unfavourable circumftances in their
character, are more or lefs to be looked for
in any body of men who have been in their
condition. They are faults incident to them
moft unqueftionably, not as blacks, but they
may be traced to our common nature. And
who is there who will venture to fay, that if
he had entered into life alfo under fimilar
difadvantages, and had firuggled under a like
fucceffion of vexations, hardfhips, and difap-
pointments, his mind would not have con-
tratted any of the fame prejudices, nor his
chara&er have been marked by any of thofe
untoward difpofitions, which belong to fome
of the prefent colonifts of Sierra Leone ?

It has been already noticed that the Gover-

nor



( 94 )

nor and Council are endeavouring, in com=
pliance with the wifhes of the Directors, to
expedite as much as poflible the fettling of
them on their own lands ; by the cultivation
of which there is reafon to think that they,
like the former fettlers now living at Gran-
ville Town, may be able to get a comfortable
fubfiftence : and if, by the blefling of Provi-
dence on their induftry, they fhould find their
fubftance accumulate and their general prof-
perity advance, their families at the fame
time continuing to increafe, it can hardly be
doubted that they will thus gradually be
brought to eftimate more juftly their obliga-
tions to the Company. It is important how-
ever to obferve that, both with a view to
their own happinefs and to the Company’s

eat object of extending civilization in Africa,
it is of the higheft confequence that they
fhould neither be left without inftructors from
hence, nor without a government confifting
of Europeans,

Their children, who were about three hun-
dred in number, are univerfally fent to {chool,
and are reported to advance quite as faft in
their learning as children commonly do in
this country ; although they were not fup-
plied till lately with very fuitable and fuffi-
cient Englith mafters. The Dire&tors propofe
to fpare no pains or expenfe that may be
neceflary in order to maintain this part of
their eftablithment on the beft footing, and
they will continue to dire& the peculiar at-

tention
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tention of the Governor and Council to fo
very important an objed ; for it is to this
rifing generation of well-educated blacks, that
the DireQors chiefly look, for the gradual
improvement of the internal ftate of the co-
lony ; and to them alfo it feems by no means
prefumptuous to hope, that fome of the more
diftant and even of the interior parts of Africa,
may one day poflibly be indebted for the in-
trodu@ion of Chriftianity, for the propogation
of European knowledge, and {ome important
attainments in civilization,

The progrefs made in the extenfion of civi-
lization among the natives, together with the
difficulties which have occurred, and the open-
ing profpets in this refpeét which have been
afforded, are the only part of the prefent ge-
neral head that remains to be treated of. This
however is a matter of fuch great impor-
tance, and of fo very interefting a nature
alfo, that the DireCtors are perfuaded they
need offer no apology for entering into it at
fome length, and for laying before the Court
fuch actual information as they have received
upon it, with freedom as well as particularity.

It muft be obvious to the Proprietors that,
in treating of the Civilization of Africa, the
nature and tendency of the prefent African
Slave Trade, come dire@ly and neceflarily
under confideration, The Diretors however
in fpeaking of the Slave Trade, do not pro-
pofe to deal in obfervations and arguments

raifed



( 96 )

taifed by themfelves at home on this beatén
topic ; conceiving that they fhall do more
exat as well as ample juftice to the fubjeét,
by reforting to a fimple narrative of what has
been palling under the view of their fervants
abroad, and by enumerating a few firong but
anthentic facts, which it will not be necef-
fary to preface with much introduion.

They will defcribe firft, the deplorable
ftate to which the diftrié around Sierra Leone,
previous to the formation of the colony, had
been reduced, through its intercourfe with
Europeans j an intercourfe carried on up to
that time, chiefly, if not exclufively, for the
purpofe of procuring {laves.—In the fecond
place, they will ftate a number of more recent
facts, fome of them exhibiting the nature
of the prefent Slave Trade, and the obftruc~
tion which it has actually given to the
Company’s attempts te promote Civilization.

In fpeaking of the firft of thefe points,
namely, the fituation to which the long pre-
valence of the Slave Trade had reduced the
country round Sierra Leone, the Diretors
cannot forbear briefly recapitulating a few
facts which were recited in a former report
made to the General Court, which was held
nearly at the time of inftituting the colony.

As a proof of the infecurity of the porfons
of the natives, it was then ftated, that even
the king of the country himfelf, though peace-
able and more than ordinarily refpeted, had

in
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in no lefs than three feparate inftances beén
bereft of fome relations of his own, through
the various enormities of the Slave Trade. In
a letter fent by him to England, wherein he
refers to one only of thefe three calamities,
he fays: *“ There are three diftant relations
“ of mine now in the Weft Indies, carried
away by one Captain Cox, captain of a
 Danifh thip, Corpro, Banna, and Morbour :
thefe were taken out of my river Sierra
“ Leone. [ know not how to get them
“ back.” And he ftates this reafon for en-
couraging' the intended Sierra Leone fettle-
ment {fo warmly as he did in fpite of all
infinuations to its prejudice, to be * In order
“ that there might be a ftop put to the horrid
“ depredations that are often committed in
¢ this country by all countries that come
¢ here to trade.” The f{ubftance of this
letter, which appears to have been written by
the hand of a fecretary to the king, who had
received fome education in England, was
afterwards confirmed by the king’s fon.

A few other f{pecific proofs of the preva-
lence of kidnapping were cited in that report, .
and one inftance of the capture of a ftrag-
gling native by a party of kidnappers was
given, of which the agent of the Sierra Leone
Company, as well as another perfon then in '
England, had ocular demonftration.

But the circumftance to which the Di-
reftors with more particularly to draw the
attention of the Proprietors, is the mention

G that
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that was then made of feveral depopulated
towns along the fea coaft (two of which the
Company’s agent had vifited), all of them
faid to have been broken up by a mulatto
flave-trader refiding to the fouth of Sierra
Leone ; who having had the advantage of
other chiefs through the education he re-
ceived in his youth at Liverpool, acquired a
very fuperior degree of power and influence,
which it appears from abundant teftimonics
that he very freely exercifed.

In purfuing the defcription of the effects
produced by the Slave Trade in the neigh-
bourhood of Sierra Leone, the Direttors
will quote, firft, fome authentic evidences
confirming and enlarging the account of ra-
vages committed towards the fouth, by the
mulatto {lave-trader abovementioned : they
will then produce fome evidence of its na-
ture, brought from no great diftance north-
wards of the fettlement; to which will be
added the information of feveral very com-
petent witnefles from the eaft or interior
country : a few additional facls of different
kinds, fome of them furnifhed at Sierra
Leone itfelf, will form the remaining evi-
dence of that deplorable fituation to which
Sierra Leone and its adjoining diftri¢t had
been reduced, previous to the formation of
the prefent colony.

The Direftors wifth to obferve, once for
all, that the truth and accuracy of the in-
formation they are about to lay before the

Court
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Court have been in general eftablithed by
the united teftimony of fome of the principal
fervants of the Company ; and that all that
part of it which will be given as quotation,
was committed to writing by one of them
always about the time and generally on the
very day, often at the very hour, of its being
received, *

On the fubje@ of the mulatto trader who
is faid to have depopulated the towns which
are feen ftanding to the fouth of Sierra Leone,
and who is now no more, his death having
been brought about, as it is fuppofed, by
fome of the natives, the following informa-
tion has been received :

After fome intelligence nearly to the fame
purport, obtained from another quarter, it
is obferved :

% March 1793. A flave-trader of
“ the name of =——, has alfo been men-
“ tioning the devaftations of the late mulatto
¢ trader, as a thing which confifted with
“ his knowledge; he fays, that his plan
was to lend goods to every inferior chief,

* The Direltors, for obvious reafons, do not think proper
to infert in this printed report the names of all the perfons or
places that may be fpoken of in the journal, and other docu-
ments, from which they fhall make their quotations ; and they
fhall therefore defcribe them in general by fome circumlocu-
tion : they fhall ufe a few other trifling liberties with the lan-
guage, chicfly for the fake of elucidation, taking care, how-
ever, in no inflance to alter any word that is material.
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or head-man, .who thought proper to re-
queft them, and if the head-man was {low
in fulblling his engagements, that he
would Ihcn arm two or three hundred of
his grumettas (or working people) who
being officered by white men, deferters
from the {hips, were fent to furprife the
towns of his debtor. In this way had he
depopulated the whole country from Cape
Sierra Leone to the river Sherbro. In
order to fave himfelf from the effe@s of
the general indignation raifed againft him,
he formed a purrah (or confederacy), by
which he united the kings and principal
chiefs (all of whom were deeply engaged
in the Slave Trade), in an agreement to
defend each other.,”
ce A native chief informed me,
that a confiderable town 'in which he ufed
to live, was attacked by this mulatto trader,
who was on that occafion aided by fome
of the other chiefs, and alfo by an Ameri-
can vellel then waiting for flaves ; that
after a ftout refiltance his town was taken
and deftroyed ; that himfelf however and
the greater part of his people-effected their
efcape to a fmall neighbouring 1ifland,
whence they ufed to make occalional in-
curfions on their enemy upon the main
land : he mentioned his having taken forty
prifoners in one of thefe expeditions, all
of whom were fold as flaves.”
A principal fervant of the Company, when
on.
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on a vifit to thefe parts, adds the following
information : “ A flave of this mulatto chief
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was fet up by him as adminiftrator of
juftice in his own diftrict, who is now
reckoned a perfon of great importance,
and is become too powerful to be thwart-
ed ; much court is paid to him by the
flave-traders. It is faid that terrible cruel-
ties are pra&ifed by him, and that accu-
fations are multiplied. A native chief of
a neighbouring village who. was with us
on board the cutter, being afked to go
with us ‘on thore, declined it with a ftrong
expreflion of indignation and hatred againft
this perfon, apprehending, as it appeared,
that if he came within his reach he {hould
fcarcely elcape him. In proceeding
along the river, we obferved a number of
creeks, the entrance of which is too nar-
row for more than one canoe to pafs at a
time : at the head of moit of thefe creeks
there are towns. Thefe retired places of
refidence were chofen in the time of the
mulatto flave-trader, on the ground of
their affording opportunity to effet an
efcape, in cafe of alarm, before the at-
tack could be made. One of the fub-
ordinate chiefs, at whofe town we landed,
confefled that this had been his motive for
chufing fo difficult a fpot as that on which
he had pitched himfelf.” Some further

mention of this eminent flave-trader will
occur in the fequel, and the Proprietors will

G 3 then
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then be again reminded of the various traces
of his ravages which have here been fpoken
of.

In proceeding to notice the effects of the
Slave Trade towards the north, the DireCtors
have to obferve, that the two countries near-
eft to the Sierra Leone (or Timmany) dif-
tri&t, on that fide, are the Mandingo and
the Sufee countries. They will introduce
{fome information from each of thefe. The
Foulah country, which will be mentioned
alfo, is flill farther off.

i November. Two chiefs from
the neareft towns to Freetown dined with
me : they both allowed the frequency of
kidnapping among the Sufees and Man-
dingoes ; one of them had been an eye
witnefs to it.  As to the Foulahs, he fays
it is univerfally acknowledged that they
make war for the fole purpofe of pro-
curing {laves. He fays it often happens
that a company of Foulahs, having brought
flaves to market, is attacked by a party of
Frecbooters, who infeft the country be-
tween the coaft and the Foulah country,
and who both rob people of their goods
and make flaves of them to boot, fo that
it is not unufual for the fame man who

fold others as flaves, to be fold in a few

weeks afterwards to the {ame ﬂave-fu&ory
¢ himfelf.”

The following intelligence is from the
Mandingo,
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Mandingo, which is immediately north of
the Sierra Leone country.
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s November. A trader from the
Sufee country related the following anec-
dote, of which he himfelf had been a wit-
nefs. 'Two or three years ago, the chief
of Quiaport river, in the Sufee country,
attacked the chief of Bowrah, and made
prifoners of fome of his people, whom he
fold to the Britith flave-faltory to the
north of Sierra Leone. The chief who
had been attacked colleéted all his force,
defeated the other chief, and made a great
many of his people prifoners ; with thefe
he went and redeemed his own people
from the flave-fattory, who obliged him
however to pay two for one.”
“ February 1794. A mulatto lady, mif-
trefs of a large town in the Mandingo
country, who poflefles confiderable in-
telligence, called on us in the evening, and
ftaid in the fettlement two or three nights.
She has been to England in her youth,
and her Englith name is Mifs B. Heard.
We talked much about the Slave Trade ;
fhe faid fhe difliked it, for it kept her in
conftant terror, fince the never knew when
fhe lay down at night, whether the might
not be aflaflinated before the morning.
She faid that for fome time paft there had
been no wars in the interior country to
hers, and acknowledged that the wars do
G 4 £ not
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“ not happen when there is no demand for
“ {laves.”

The DireQors mll add one more quo-
tation ont the [ubje@ of the northern diftriét ;
“ In the Mandingo and Sufee countries,
which li¢ between the river Sierra Leone
and the Rio-Fongas, kidnapping is very
frequent ; nor is this done by the firangers
alone. It often happens that children are
kidnapped by people of a neighbouring or
even of the fame village.” ‘¢ A perfon
who has refided feveral years in the Man-
dingo country, told me that mothers, in
that part, never fail to colle& their
children together with great care as night
comes on, and either fhut them up or
endeavour to keep them within their
‘eye till morning. It is ftipulated in
“ thefe parts between the flave-trader and
“ the kidnappers, that none of the natives
around fhall be admitted to a fight of the
flaves, who are ufually conveyed away by
the craft in the night, the barter of them
having been made in the night time alfo,
I have converfed with many natives as
well as traders on this fubje&, and they
have every one of them confirmed the
above account. A principal factor, from
whom [ inquired the reafon of the great
frequency of kidnapping among the Man-
dingoes, obferved that it arofe from their
Lead-men getting into debt to the Eu-
ropeans, and being then put into confine-
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ment by them; in confequence of which
the people belonging to: thele head-men
were laid under an obligation to kidnap
fome perfon, in order to effec their re-
demption.”

The following information refpefts that

part of the interior or egflern country which
is not far diftant from Freetown, and is {ub-
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je& to the King of vierra Leone. -

“ A chief refiding in one of the upper
branches of the Sierra Leone river, whofe
charadter is confidered as relpettable, has
been with us: the following is the fub-
ftance of his information with refpedt to
the Sierra Leone trade. The people in-
land, he fays, are uled to go to war on
purpofe to make flaves: -at prefent, there
being no great demand, they do not make
war.  White people often encourage pa-
lavers (or quarrels), promifing dathes (or
prefents of liquor) in cafe the convifs
are fold to them. They were in the prac-
tice alfo of fomenting war, by giving am-
munition to both parties; this ufed for-
merly to happen very frequently, of which
he fpecified two inftances. He told.me
that he was himfelf engaged in a war
which lafted five years, when a Britith
flave-trader furnithed both him and his
enemies with powder; that he ufed then
often to waylay and fzli firangers, in order
to buy arms and ammunition ; but he fays
this was  « bad thing, and juftified only
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by the neceflity he was under of finding
means to defend himfelf: had there been
no flave-factories he would not have done
fo. The flave-traders have acted differently
of late years; for the inhabitants of his
country being much diminifhed in their
numbers, and the wars among them very
much interrupting the intercourfe with the
remoter parts, the flave-faltors have ufed
their influence to fettle all differences, and
to fecure to the people further inland a
free paflage to the river’s mouth. For
fome years paft there have been no wars
in his part, but almoft all the flaves fold
there have been brought down from the
country further up.”

“ The fame chief mentioned that it was
not uncommon for head-men, when they
wanted goods from the flave-fattories, to
give a hint to their wives to encourage
fome of the natives to commit adultery,
who if they fell into the fnare, were then
fold to the flave-faCtory on the accufation
of thefe women.”

“ T'wo native flave-traders who poflefs a
confiderable fhare of intelligence, have
been with us. They informed us that
kidnapping was a general pradlice ¢ among
the buth-men ;” by which they mean thofe
who live in the interior: that it was no
unufual thing for the inhabitants of the
coall to travel back into the country, and
lie in wait in the woods for any ftraggling

¢ people,
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¢ people. They faid, that almoft all the
“ f{laves brought from a diftance, were taken
« either by force or fraud,”

After fo many various and independent
proofs of the nature of the Slave Trade, and
of that horrible defolation which it has {pread
on every fide, it cannot be very neceflary to
bring forward any additional and individual
fals in order to furnith further teftimony of
the fame kind, The following ftory hap-
pens, however, to afford an inftance of the

practice of kidnapping at Sierra Leone, of
too interefting a nature to be omitted.

The Proprietors may recollet that of the
Nova Scotians who have migrated to Sierra
Leone, it has been obferved that fome were
originally inhabitants of Africa, and that a
great proportion of thefe were, according to
their own account, kidnapped in their in-
fancy. It has been found that three of their
number were furnithed from parts not very
far diftant from Sierra Leone; one of thefe
three was taken from Sierra Leone itfelf, as
he ufed to mention when failing thither on
his return. “When he landed, he found
himfelf nearly on the fpot from whence he
had been carried off, and pointed to a par-
ticular part of the beach, where, as he re-
lates, a woman laid hold on him, he being
then a boy, and fold him to an American
flave-thip in the river. ‘The interval of his
abfence had been about fifteen years. He
recolleCted the way to his native town, which

was
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was only twe’ or three miles diflant, but he
felt; for a time at leaft, fo great a. dread of
parting from the body of his companiors,
that he delayed making an expedition thither.
A number of Nova Scotians, of whom
this man was one, were flanding together
among their tents, not long after their arri-
val, when a body of mnatives, led by curi-
ofity, came down to {ee the fettlement. An
clderly woman of the party was obferved by
fome of the fettlers' to have her attention
arrcfted, and very peculiar emotions excited
whenever fhe could obtain a view of the face
of this Nova Scotian : fhe was heard to utter
fome words in her native tongue to her com-~
panions with much agitation, and at length
fully recognizing his countenance, fhe ran
up to him and embraced him: fhe provcd to
be his own mother. It was learnt on inquiry
that his father was now dead: the parents
had never been able to difcover the {malleft
trace of their child, whom they had given up
for loft ; nor does it appear indeed that any
means of difcovery were afforded them. The
woman who ftole him remains altogether
unknown, and the impunity of the captain
of the flave-thip, even if he were known, is
but too obvious : nor is it not to be fuppofed,
that even if the kidnapper had been known
by the child that was kidnapped, the re-
demption of the child from {lavery, and the
confequent punifhment of the kidnapper,
would have been at all forwarded, Having
once
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once fecured her prey and committed it to
the hold of a flave-fhip, no difcovery feems
after that time to have been poflible : the had
nothing further to fear, unlefs indeed fuch a
number of extraordinary events {thould concur,
as that of the child’s emancipating himfelf, in
the firft place, by running away at the peril
of his life from his mafter, that of his re-
turning then to the very fpot in Africa from
whence he had been taken, and laﬁly that of
his finding out and fen_mrr and giving evi-
dence a;,amﬁ: and Lonw&m the perfon who
had fold him into ﬂavcry dn the prefent
inftance, though fo very remarkable a one,
only a part of thefe circumftances are found.
The Directors cannot forbear obferving that -
this incident affords an illuftration of the
nature of ithe Slave Trade, which applies
equally to the cale of {laves kidnapped on the
coaft and of thofe taken further inland.

Having thewn how Sierra Leone has had
her towns laid wafte, and her inhabitants
occafionally carried off through the various
enormities of the Slave Trade, on the wother
hand it may be noticed, that her mountains
have gained an occafional acceflion of in-
habitants through the fame unnatural traffic;
an acceflion indeed, as the fubfequent account
will thew, of a few forlorn and miferable
beings, whom the Slave Trade has taught to
take refuge in her heights, and to dread the
very fight of their fellow-creatures,

« About
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« About five or fix years ago, a Danith
¢ veflel lying at anchor in the mouth of
¢¢ Sierra Leone river, was cut off by the
“ {laves : the head-man of the neighbouring
“ {hore on which they landed, happening to
« favour their efcape, they made their way
to the mountains, and there they built
themfelves a town, at the {fuppofed diftance
¢« of four or five miles from Freetown, in
“ which they ftill refide. Their jealoufly of
¢ ftrangers i1s however faid to be fuch, that
¢ they do not permit them to approach, and
¢ that they even watch the avenues of their
“ retreat.”” Such is the fubftance of the in-
telligence on this fubject obtained from the
fon of a confiderable chief, to whom the
Company are indebted for feveral other picces
of information which have been quoted.

The Directors learn from fome very recent
accounts, that in confequence of the above in-
timation, two fervants of the Company have
made an expedition to the place of relidence
of thefe people, which is termed the Deferter’s
'Town. They fucceeded in getting into the
town without any particular moleftation, and
they have authenticated the chief facts which
have been ftated. They learnt alfo, that
when this body of runaway flaves firft eftab-
lithed themfelves on the mountains, they
were about one hundred in number, but that
they are now reduced to about eighty, partly
by deaths and partly alfo by kidnapping.

Another diftrefsful ftory refulting out of

this
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this event remains to be added. It appears
that a complaint was preferred againft the
head man who favoured the efcape of thefe
{laves, and the great mulatto trader already
{poken of is faid to have been the perfon be-
fore whom the queftion was tried. It is com-
monly fuppofed that the complainant took
the precaution of felling his chance of for-
feiture for a moderate fum to the judge, be-
fore the trial came on: certain it is that the
judgment given was, that the head-man with
all his generation (that is, all the people living
in his town) fhould be {old for {laves; and
as many of thefe as could be caught were
fold accordingly. The head-man indeed was
{pared, after having been fome time a prifoner,
and lives at prefent not far from Freetown.

The Dire¢tors have now concluded that
part of their information which applies to the
period antecedent to the formation of the
colony. They will next proceed to the re-
lation of a number of events of a more recent
date ; and they will thew firft, by a variety
of faéts, what thofe fources have been from
which the Slave Trade has been fupplied du-
ring the laft two years, fo far as refpedls the
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone. The various
evils interwoven in the trade, the private
mifery which it has caufed, the drunkennefs
it has introduced, and the fcenes of blood
to which it has occalionally given rife, will

' all
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all appear in the further progrefs of this
detail.

The firft quotation that will be given, af«
fords an inftance of one of the lefs atrocious
modes of reducing people to flavery in Africa,
and recites a converfation with a {lave~captain
of the better fort.

“ February 1793. A native of fome con-
¢ fequence applied to the governor for his
“ afliftance in getting his daughter redeemed,
“ who had jult been feized by a perfon to
“ whom the native owed {fome money, and
“ fold to a flave-thip lying off Frectown.
¢ The governor in confequence went to the
¢ flave-captain, and made him an offer cither
“ of goods or money, as the price of her re-
“ demption ; but the flave-captain refufed
“ to take either the one or the other, ob-
“ ferving that {laves were now difficult to be
“ got, and muft not eafily be parted with.
“ He faid, that fince the girl feemed to be
¢ a favourite, he ought, if he gave her up,
‘ to have by rights two flaves in return;
“ but that he would confent, however, as a
“ compliment to the governor, to let her
“ be taken back, in conlideration of her being
‘ replaced by one prime flave. He added,
¢ that the father of the girl had been on
“ board of his fhip the fame morning, in
“ order to fee his child, that he was prefent
¢ at the interview, and that he had been
« much affeCted at the concern fhewn on
“¢ both fides; but he remarked again that

“ flaves
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% flaves were fcarce. The governor, under
“ all the circumftances of the cafe, could not
interfere any farther, The father went off
“ however in queft of a flave, which he
*¢ feems not to have been able eafily to pro-
“ cure ; for he did not return till a very long
¢ time after, when the fhip was gone.”

The two following ftories furnith two
nearly fimilar inftances of the mode in which
the chiefs decide in fuppofed cafes of adultery
between their wives and the inferior natives :
the former cafe, in which the proceeding is
more mild, defcribes the conduct of an African
chief; the latter, in which the juftice was
more fummary, that of an European chief
who has put on African manners.

“ A native was brought to me by
“ one of our {chool-mafters, who implored
“ our protetion, having juft efcaped from
“ the hands of the chief of the neareft town
“ to us, who, as he faid, had put him into
confinement and threatened to fell him,
on a charge of adultery with one of his
wives, unlefs he would pay down a certain
fum, which it was out of his power to
¢ command : the man curfed the {lave-faltory
“ as the caufe of all his mifery, and declared
“ himfelf innocent of the charge.” The
principal ‘point here to be noticed is, that
the chief, or head-man, who threatened to
fell the native, acted in this cafe by his own
{ingle authority, and, like feveral other chiefs
who will be mentioned, feems not to have
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been amenable to any fuperior on account of
the judgment he might give in this or any
fimilar caufe, between himfelf and the people
of the town belonging to him.

The cafe between the native and the Euro-
pean is ‘as follows :—“ A native of Sierra
Leone who has lived a great many years
as a grumetta, or free labourer, at a neigh-
bouring European {lave-factory, has been
fold on the ground of his having com-
mitted adultery with one of the European
flave-fattor’s wives. The European flave«
fa&or {old him to a {lave-fhip, avowing this
to be his reafon, without even the form of
a trial.” Five white men, and a variety of
natives alfo, are mentioned as competent wit-
neffes of this circumftance, to which fome
further reference will be made hereafter.

A ftriking fpecimen of African juftice is
afforded by the following fhort and apparently
well authenticated ftory.

“ On one of the rivers neareft to us,
“¢ there is a town, where a king or chief re-
¢ f{ides, and where an European alfo lives
¢ who keeps a flavesfaltory.  The king
¢ having got drunk one day, talked of flog-
¢ ging the flave-fator: the people of the
¢ king were accordingly proceeding to do it,
¢ and would have aGtually fulfilled their in-
‘¢ tention, if the flave-factor had not efcaped
“¢ to his own houfe and barricaded it. When
« the king grew fober the flave-faor de-
¢ manded fatisfaltion ; upon which the king,

-
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t il order to conciliate him aftér what had
“¢ paffed, fold him two of his people.”

The fubfequent quotation furnithes fome
firong evidence of the very general drunken-
nefs which has been introduced among the
chiefs and men of influence on the coaft:
the natural alliance {ubfifting between drunk-
ennefs and the Slave-Trade, and their mutual
influence on each other, ,will here alfo be
again exhibited.
¢« Six or feven of the native chiefs,
from all the neareft towns, came to renew

their applications for rum : their perfeve-
¢¢ rance is aftonifhing. By way of forcing

¢ us into a compliance with their requeft,
“ one of them oblerved, that if we would
“ not give him liquor he fhould apply to
the flave-fatory, and fhould take his bro-
¢¢ ther thither for a pawn. However, even
% this had no effect ; the Governor continued
“ firm, and at the {ame time endeavoured to
¢¢ explain to them the motives of his refufal.
“ They then faid that there was no palaver
‘¢ (that is, no caufe of quarrel) but they were
evidently chagrined. Having however
partaken of our dinner, they were brought
into tolerable humour, and I am in hopes
that thefe applications for rum will at
* length ceafe.”

The following accounts are given, as to
the fubftance of them, precilely as they are
related to the Diretors, in whofe opinion
they are too important to be withheld.
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=——— ¢ [ muft mention fome proceedings
of a Britith commander in this part, that
feem to me of a moft nefarious nature.
A number of black mariners had been
hired to affift in navigating fome French
thips trading on this coaft : fix of the fhips
have been captured, and the black failors
found on board, amounting to nineteen in
number, though they were free men, and
receiving wages, have been all fold for flaves,
éne mulatto child only excepted. It is
painful to witnefs {uch horrid aé&s of in-
juftice. Why are not the French feamen
put up to au&ion in the fame ignominious
manner? Or why is this difference be-
tween black men and white? The cap-
tured French failors were at war with us,
and they are not fold; but the blacks are
all fent to the flave-factory and fold at
public aution, together with the goods
that formed the cargo: one or two of
them were free men of thisneighbourhood,
and fome of them were not only free, but
they are the fons of chiefs; one of them
fon of the king of Sallum. It is true the
Britith flave-factor who bought them, was
fo good as to fay that he would forbear to
fend them off the country, fo that their
friends might redeem them whenfoever
they thought fit to fend other flaves in
their room. [ am difpofed to believe his
profeflions, but at the fame time it is
dreadful to think of the contempt that is

* ‘here
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“ here thewn to juftice. I would not allow
““ myfelf at firft to believe what I heard on
“ this fubje@ ; but I faw them knocked down
““ mylelf, at the price of about twenty pounds
¢ a2 piece.’s

“¢ Another French thip has been made
¢ a prize (by a different captor), and three
¢ or four free natives found on board have
‘¢ been fold to the neighbouring {lave-factory.
¢ We remonftrated with the captain who
“¢ took her, on the impropriety of felling free
‘¢ people. He admitted it, but faid he mult
¢ receive fome money for their ranfom, or
¢¢ he could not think of parting with them.
¢ 'We upon this offered him money, but he
¢ then faid No, he muft have flaves in their
¢¢ place, as he was in want of flaves, and
¢ that they muft be four feet four inches
“ high.”

Another inftance is mentioned of the fale
of {everal free women, who were found on
board a French fhip that was captured, having
having been left there as pledges. The cap-
tain of the Britith privateer who took the thip
was formerly a flave-trader.

The free Africans {old by the feveral cap-
tors of the above mentioned French veflels,
were moft of them eventually redeemed, being
natives of the neighbouring coaft. The cap-
tors however feem to have profited by their
fale, and to have taken no part in promoting
their redemption.

The Diretors by no means think that the

H 3 difgutt




{ 2384

difguft which will be raifed by the next flory
which they fhall recite, is a fufficient reafon
for withholding it ; efpecially as another of
the fources by which the Slave Trade is fup-
p}i?d with its victims, is exhibited at the end
of it.
——— ¢ A grumetta, or free labourer, be-
“¢ longing to an European trader a little way
¢¢ to the north, was accufed of theft by his
““ mafter. The labourer, according to the
¢ fuperftitious cuftom of the country, de-
manded to be tried by the red water ; that
1s, by drinking a {pecies of water fufpc&ed
to be po;fonous, the effect of which is fup-
pofed to determine his innocence or guﬂt.
The Britith flave-trader after fome time
¢« confented ; the king of the country was
it fummoned, and made his appearance to-
gether with all his family and attendants.
The common preliminaries being adjufted,
the poor man drank one draught of the
water, and then began to {fwell ; prefently
¢ afterwards he fell down dead, his belly
¢ burfting. On this the king very folemnly
¢¢ pronounced fentenice againft him, and then
proceeded to condemn all his family to
flavery. They were feized, and afterwards
¢¢ fold. During the trial two men with clubs
“ ftood on each fide of the accufed, in order
to be ready to knock out his brains as foon
as thofe {ymptoms produced by the red
water, to which the natives attach guilt,
fhould appear. The white flave-trader who
(11 w.“s
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¢¢ was the mafter of this man, and agreed to
“ this mode of trial, is confidered very much
‘¢ in the light of an Afnczm chief among the
¢ natives of this part.” Four different evi-
dences of this are mentioned.

Although the proprietors are not yet pre-
pared, by any thing that has been {aid in this
Report, to credit the degree of {uperflitious
ignorance in which the natives of Africa are
held (a fubje&t which will be treated here-
after) ; yet the following anecdote, bccmng in
{ome meafure on the Slave Trade, is here in-
troduced.

—— ¢ A man in a neighbouring town has
¢ been fold a little time ago, on the charge
¢ of having changed himiclf, by the help
¢ of witcheraft, into a leopard, and of having
« carried off, ' in that thape, fome fowls and
¢ goats from the town of the nearelt chief
“ to us.’

The fucceeding ftory may ferve to fhew
the extreme horror which fome of the natives
feel at the thought of being fent into flavery.

—-— ‘¢ A native employed by us as a free
¢ mariner, went down on hoard our fhip
“ Providence, to the river Sherbro: happen-
“ ing to fee fome rice come on beard from
“ the factory on fhore, while he could not
“ difcover that any goods were given in ex-
 change, he was feized with a dreadful fit
“ of terror, having taken up an idea that
“ there was an inteation to fell him for a
¢ flave, in barter for the goods which were

H 4 ' “ taken
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taken into the fhip. At the moment when
the fa&or from the fhore was ftepping on
board, being full of this perfuafion, he drew
a knife and endeavoured to {tab him, but
having mifled his aim he leaped overboard.
After fome difficulty he was recovered
out of the water, and was afked the reafon
of his condut, which he explained in the
way that has been juft mentioned. He
continued ftill to fhew the greateft fear,
and declared he would rather die than be
fold as a flave. As it was {ufpected that
he might have a fecret defign againft his
own life, his hands were bound, but in
confequence of his earneft intreaty, and
his promife to remain quiet, they were a
little while after loofed.  When midnight
came on he contrived to get into a canoe
alongfide the fhip, which he cut away, and
then drifted down the fiream, till he got
to a town at the river’s mouth ; here he
was {eized and put in irons by the natives,
but on the captain’s application to a chief
that is very g‘iendly to us, he got his
liberty again. 'The idea of flavery having
got entire pofleflion of his brain, he foon
afterwards threw himfelf into the water,
and was given up for drowned. It proved
that he once more got on fhore, and being
again recovered by the Company, he was
carried back in the fhip to Freetown,
where he is now employed within the
fettlement. It is thought by the phyficians
v ‘ “ that
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that the terror of being made a flave muft
have overpowéred him fo much, as to have

-occafioned in' him fome derangement of

intelle&t, which may occalionally return in
fome fmall degree. He feels now very
much attached to the Company, and happy
in ‘their fervice: his friends fay that he
never experienced the fmalleft diforder in
his mind before this fright happened.”

The following quotations throw fome ad-

ditional light on the nature of the Slave
Trade, and coming from an immediate wit-
nefs of the fcenes which are defcribed, can-
not fail to intereft the Proprietors. - The
dates of thefe feveral occurrences were va-
rious.
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“ T have been to day for fome time
on board a large flave-fhip in the river,
which had taken in two hundred and fifty
{laves ; the men were chained together in
pairs by the hand and foot, the women
were kept apart, The young flaves ap-
peared cheerful and lively, but the old
ones fhewed themfelves to be much caft
down. At the approach of meal-time they
are obliged to fet up a fhout, and they
are made to clap their hands for exercife,
immediately before they begin to eat. 1
was prefent when this was done, and could
{fee thame and indignation in the coun-
tenances of thofe who were more ad-
vanced in years, One woman, who fpoke

- alittle E]lb]lﬂl begged of me to carry her
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back to Sierra Leone: fhe faid that {he
was a native of the oppolite thore of the
river to Freetown, that her hufband had
fold her in order to pay his debts, and
that fhe had left a child behind her: at
the mention of the child the wept.”

“ 1 was this morning again on
board a flave-veflel ; there was a2 woman
on deck who had been newly fold, and
ibe fecemed to have been fhedding tears.
I afked her the reafon of her forrow ; {he
pointed to her breafts, from which the
milk was flowing, and intimated that (he
had heen torm fram her infant, while it
was yot unweaned. The captain alfo in-
formed me that this was the cafe. She
was from one of the neareft towns to us:
the {aid that fhe had been {old on account
of her being faucy to the queen ar head-
woman in it.”

“ In walking through the neigh-
bouring flave-yard, I faw a man about
thirty-five years old in irons: he was a
Mahometan, and could read and write
Arabic. He was occafionally noify ; fome-
times he would fing 2 melancholy fong,
then he would utter an earneft prayer,
and then perhaps for a time he would
obferve a dead filence. 1 afked the reafon
of this ftrange conduct, and learned thar
it was in confequence of his ftrong feel-
ings on his having been juft put, for the

firlt time, in irons: I believe he had be-
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gun to wear them only the day before,
As we paffed he cried aloud to us, and
endeavoured to hold up his irons to our
view, which he firuck with his hand in a
very expreflive manner, the tear ftarting
in his eye. He feemed by his manner to
be demanding the caufe of his confine-
ment.”

“ The captain of an American {lave-fhip
has been telling us that he loft a very fine
flave a few days ago by the fulks. 'The
following were his words, as nearly as I
can recollec. The man (he faid) was
a Mahometan, and uncommonly well
made, and he looked to me as if he had
been fome perfon of confequence. When
he firft came on board he was very much
caft down, but on finding that I allowed
him to walk at large, he got a little more
reconciled to the thip. When the number
of my flaves grew to be fuch that I could
not let them have their liberty any longer,
I put this man in irons like the reft, and
upon this his fpirits funk down again to
fuch a degrce that he never recovered it.
He complained of a pain at his heart, and
would not eat.  The ufual means were tried
with him, but it feemed all in vain, for
he continued to reject food altogether, ex-
cept when I myfelf ftood by and made
him eat. I offered him fome of the beft
things in the fhip, and left no method un-
tried with him, for I had fet my heart on

“ faving
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“ faving him, I am perfuaded he would
* have brought me three hundred dollars in
“ the Weit Indies ; but nothing would fuc-
“ ceed. He faid from the firft that he was
¢ determined to die, and accordingly fo he
 did after lingering for the fpace of nine
“ days. I aflure you, gentlemen, I felt very
“ {forry on the occafion, for I dare fay I loft
“ three hundred dollars by his death, and
“ to fuch a man as me that is a very heavy
“ lofs.” ;

The two following dialogues will exhibit,
in a {till flranger point of view, the manner
in which the enormities that have juft been
charged on the Slave Trade are plainly ac-
knowledged on the coaft, and {fometimes even
by the perpetrators themfelves. They will
alfo tend to fhew in what manner thofe Eu-
ropeans who are become familiar with the
iniquitous {cenes commonly going on in
Africa, have been brought to tolerate. them
in their minds, and to accommedate their
feelings to them ; how completely they have
loft fight of every real principle of juftice,
and have learnt to fubfiitute a morality of
their own,-to which they attach a certain
degree of credit, which however evidently
amounts to nothmg higher than a difavowal
of fome horrible enormities, and is in fa&
only a more deliberate and effectual {yftem
of injuftice, cruelty, and oppreflion.

“ The following is the fubftance of a con-
¢ verfation which I have been holding with

1 an
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an Englifh flave-factor, who has been living
for fome years a little way to the fouth,
and has had full opportunity of acquainting
himfelf with all the praQices of the Slave
Trade. The flave-fator having fpoken
of the late mulatto trader (the fame perfon
of whofe ravages the Proprietors have
heard fo much) in rather ftrong and fa-
vourable terms, having mentioned him as
a very gentleman-like, well-educated, fen-
fible, and refpetable kind of man, I was
induced to afk, in the progrefs of the con-
verfation, whether he had not been guilty
of many exceffes all around his own neigh-
bourhood.” ¢ Exceffes! No. He
would make war fometimes on the head-
men that owed him money, and would
fell fome of their people in order to pay
himfelf, if he could catch them ; but this
was only when he had fome juft debts that
were unfatisfied : or he might perhaps
carry off the inhabitants of a town, when
the king or father of it gave him per-
miffion, he having firft bought from the
king an exprefs authority to take them.
He was a good man on the whole, and a
man of bumanity : for he by no means thed
all the blood he might, nor did he always
fell every one of thofe he had a right to
{fell. For inftance, there is the chief now
living near Freetown, who was adjudged
to be his property as well as all his gene-
ration ; but the chief himfelf has never

LT3 yet
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yet been fold, which is to be looked upon
as a mere aé&k of forbearance in the mulatto
trader ; I confider the {entence however to
be {till in force againft him.” “ Did
not the mulatto trader order an attack on
the neighbouring ifland, on which occafion
the proprietor of it was killed in defending
himfelf; and is it not confidered by the
furviving friends of the proprietor that this
attack was an a& of great injuftice "'~
The proprietor well deferved to be at-
tacked, for there is reafon to think he was
at that very time intending to attack the
mulatto trader.” “ 1 underftand that
this affair is by no means over, and that
the fucceflors of this proprietor intend to
retaliate on the fucceflors of the mulatte
chief, when they have an opportunity.”—
I believe they do, but it ill becomes them
to call in queftion the condu@ of the
mulatto chief, for they thould confider how
much worfe things their own father ufed
to do. I will give you a fpecimen of his
proceedings. The old man has been known
to fail up a river with fome large craft fol-
lowing him, and to land at a confiderable
town under a great fhew of friendfhip.
Having called the head-men and all the
people together, he has made them a
{fpeech, remarking how very fhamefully
they had been ufed by all former traders,
and afluring them that he was come to do
them good, and to trade fairly with them as

“ with
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with friends and brothers. He has next
told them, that, as a proof of his friend-
thip, he has brought a puncheon or two
of rum with him, which he has then
opened and invited them to fit round and
drink. On the approach of night, when
he has got them thoroughly intoxicated,
he has given the fignal to his people in the
craft, who have come up and fecured all
the party in fetters and carried them down
to the river's mouth, where he has fcld
every one of them that was worth pur-
chafing, to fome flave-thip that was all the
while in waiting. Many other things of
this kind ufed to be done by this old pro~
prietor.  But as to the mulatto trader, he
never did fuch things as thefe ; he would
never ufe treachery, neither would he
attack a town without having reafon for
it; but the other man ufed ito plunder
without diftin&ion.” “ Does the {uc~
ceffor of the mulatto trader take the fame
means of recovering debts as his prede-
ceflfor did ?’——*“ No, be is too eafy.”
Is it not an unpleafant thing to carry on a
trade fo full of enormities as you defcribe
the Slave Trade to be?’—— < It is no
doubt a bad trade, but it is very profitable.
I hate it, and would get out of it to-mor-
row if I knew of another line in which I
could get the fame money.”

The converfation that follows, though not

altogether unlike the former in its ftile, refers

to
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to fome different points, and is one of a
much more fhamelefs kind. It occurred with
a flave-captain on the coaft, of whom how-
ever it fhould be obferved that he certainly
furpafles moft of his brethren in effrontery
and cruelty of difpofition. The effeéts pro-
duced by the Slave Trade on the minds of
Europeans, which nothing can fhew more
clearly than the recital of thefe dialogues,
conflitute a confideration of fuch great im-
portance in the opinion of the DireQors,
as to outweigh every obje@ion to the quo-
tation of them.
““ A flave-veflel, which has been
“ waiting fome time in the neighbouring
« river for her- loading of flaves, arrived
¢ here. The captain has been complaining
« bitterly of his tedious detention, and in
¢ the courfe of the converfation he went the
¢ length of obferving, that if he had been
¢ well manned he would not have allowed
¢ the trader with whom he had been deal-
““ ing, to detain him as he had done. For
¢ (faid he) there was a large town direéltly
«¢ oppofite the place where my veflel lay,
¢ and if my hands on board had been fuf-
¢ ficient I would have carried off fome of
“¢ the people. 1 afked him, whether taking
¢ away the people, in that manner, was a
¢ common thing: O not at ail uncommon |
¢ (replied he) we do thefe things every day
“ on the Gold Coaft, we call it panyaring.
¢ 1f a native in that part is not {fo {peedy as
» he

.
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hé fhould be in his payments, you man
your boats towards the dufk of the even-
ing, and bid your failors go up to any
town that is rather near, where they catch
as many people as they can, no matter
whether it be your debtor’s town or not.
If your debt be large, it may be neceflary
to catch two towns; after this, your
debtor will very foon complete his number
of flaves.” ¢ But what if he fhould
not ’—— ¢¢ Why then we carry our
prifoners away, to be fure.”——*¢ But is
this proper ?” “¢ Neceflity has no law ;
befides, panyaring is country law.”
Did you ever recover debts in this man-
ner ¢’ ¢ Aye, many a time, and [
hope to do fo again: I with we had the
fame law here that they have on the Gold
Coaft, or that the old mulatto trader was
alive ; he was a line fellow to do bufinefs
with, he would never caufe any delay to
any one. But as to the prefent man he is
afraid to make a haul of the people, as the
man before him ufed to do: he wants a
proper {pirit.” I atked him afterwards
how he contrived with his {lender crew
to keep a proper guard over his flaves.
I take good care, faid he, that they never
fhall do me an injury, for I put them all
in leg-irons. And if leg-irons be not
enough, why then I handcuff them. If
handcuffs are too little, I put a collar
round their neck, with a chain faflened

[ “ o
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“ to it, which is locked to a ringbolt in the
¢ deck. If one chain be not fufficient, I
“ put two, and if two wont do, I put three:
¢¢ you may truft me for that.”

“ Towards the end of our converfation,
he very gravely affured me that he had
never known any a@s of cruelty committed
“ in the Slave Trade.”—— ¢¢ But are not
¢¢ thefe things cruelties ! ““ O no, thefe
““ are not cruelties, they are matters of
¢ courfe ; there is no carrying on the tradc
¢ without fuch things as thefe.”

€

£

That the Slave Trade has not unfrequently
iffued in the fudden deftruction of thofe im-
mediately engaged in it, and that no fe-
verities can operate to the certain prevention
of thefe dreadful evils, the following accounts
of the cutting off of flave-thips, which have
all been furnithed from the neighbourhood
of Sierra Leone, and are moft of them very
recent cafes, will fufficiently teftify.
¢ I have juft heard that an Ameri-
‘¢ can brig, commanded by Caprain ;
“ who I underftand was outlawed in Eng-
¢ land, has been cut off by the flaves, feven
¢« or eight leagues to the northward of Cape
¢ Sierra Leone. A fingle flave having armed
“ himfelf with an axe began the attack,
¢ rufhed into the cabin, and laid open the
¢ captain’s face and breaft ; he allo wounded
¢ a paflenger who was on board very fe-
¢ verely ; as the feamen made no refiftance

¢ they
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they were permitted to go off.in the boat,
carrying the wounded people away with
them. The captain died. The flave-thip
was retaken by a Liverpool veflel, after
an encounter in which fome of the {laves
“¢ were killed.”

The following account of a very defperate
ftruggle on board a flave-thip, forms part of a
confiderable detail of occurrences which do
not altogether bear on the prefent {ubject. It
1s but candid to obferve that the war which
will here be {poken of, a war indeed of a
moft extraordinary and perhaps unprecedented
kind, appears in no refpect to have arifen
out of the Slave Trade. The dangers attend-
ing this traffic are however ftrongly evinced
by the ftory which will be given.

“ I have got confiderable light
¢ into the hiftory of Mahady, the famous
¢« Mahometan prophet, who appeared in
¢ thefe parts with an immenfe concourfe of
‘¢ followers, about three years ago. When
“ he was killed, fome of his generals con-
tended together for the maftery, and one
of them was made a prifoner of war by
‘¢ his antagonift, who immediately fold him
‘¢ to a French flave-fhip that was lying off a
‘“ faCory not far from Sierra Leone. There
“ he carried himfelf with a fullen dignity,
and, even in chains, he would addrefs his
fellow flaves in his accuftomed tone of
authority and command, as if he were
ftill 2 man whom no one would dare to
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difobey. I heard this from a flave-trader
who both beheld him a prifoner on board
the {lave-fhip, and had alfo formerly feen
him in the quality of a great chief or
general in Mahady’s train. The flave-
trader recolleted the chief, and the captive
chief alfo recognized the flave-trader. On
the fame day, when the author of my in-
telligence was on board, it happened that
the chief was permitted to take a walk on
deck without his ufual fetters. No fooner
had the captain of the fhip fet down to
dinner with his friends in the cabin, than
an appointed fignal was given. The flaves
rofe to a man, knocked off each other’s
fetters, and, headed by this chief, made an
attack on the barricade, with the view of
forcing their way into the cabin ; they were
unable however to effec their purpofe; the
guns were pointed at them, fome were
killed, many leaped into the fea, and the
infurre@ion was quelled. The captain was
now proceeding to inquire who was the
ringleader, when this chief came boldly
forward and avowed that he had fet on
foot and headed the infurre&tion, adding
that his with undoubtedly had been to
give liberty to all the flaves on board, and
that he regretted his defeat on their ac-
count ; but that as to himfelf he was well
fatisfied with the iffue of the conteft, being
now happy in the profpect of immediately
obtaining what he termed his own liberty :

“ the
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‘¢ the captain did not delay to grant him the
““ objet of his with, and hung him up in-
““ flantly to the yard arm, as an example to
the other infurgents.”

The Directors think it may not be im=
proper to obferve, that they do not wifh to
be confidered as approving in the {malleft
degree the leading principles of this chief,
who appears to have been actuated by a fpirit
of pride and a difdain of life evidently un-
chriftian. The dangers of the Slave Trade,
and the impoflibility of effetually guarding
againft infurrefion, not the motives of the
infurgents, of which the purity is not to be
expected, are the points under confideration.

The Diretors will proceed to add another
circumftantial account of a no lefs fierce and
very recent confli& on board a flave-fhip.

“ A veflel from the northward brought
¢¢ the account of the cutting off of a Bofton
“ flave-thip, by about forty {laves who were
¢ onboard. Being kept only in {ingle chaing
“¢ they took an opportunity, while the captain
“¢ and chief part of the crew were below, to
¢ overpower the fecond mate and a feaman
¢ on the deck, whom they cut in pieces
¢¢ and threw overboard ; they then began to
« atrack the cabin, but being unable to force
¢ the door they brought the guns from the
¢ deck to bear upon it. The captain and
¢ the reft of his crew were now induced to
¢ furrender themfelves on condition of hava
¢ ing their lives fpared, and the thip given
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to them as foon as they fhould have na-
vigated her into fome place, from whence
the flaves might efcape. No fooner how-
ever had the captain and chief mate come
on the deck than they were both put to
death ; but the feamen were preferved for
the fake of having their help in navigating
the veflel, which they accordingly con-
dudled towards the mouth of a neighbour-
ing river, Happening fuddenly to run
aground, three of the feamen were fent
off in a boat to drop an anchor aftern,
which they had no fooner done than they
pulled away from the fhip with all their
might, fucceeded in gaining the fhore, and
prefently brought down with them a flave
trader, a refident in that part, who having
put himfelf and as many hands as he could
get on board an armed {chooner, attempted
the recovery of the veflel: an obftinate

engagement enfued, in which the flave-

trader had three men killed and four
wounded. The flaves having expended all
their ammunition formed a raft, by the
help of which they efcaped to the fhore ;
and it appeared on taking pofleflion of the
fthip that feveral on their fide had alfo
fallen in the battle. Of the flaves who
gained the land fome were immediately
killed ; the reft, being eighteen in num-
ber, were at length intirely overpowered
by the natives, who were brought down
in crowds to the river fide by the noife of
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‘¢ the firing: thefe -eighteen bemg taken
prlioners were again fold for {laves.”

One or two other recent inflances of the
cutting off of flave-fhips in the neighbour-
hood of Sierra Leone, are mentioned to the
Court, but the particulars are not tran{mitted.

The DireGtors will clofe this long enu-
meration of thofe general enormities of the
Slave Trade, which have been brought to
light through the eftablithment of the prefent
colony, by giving a brief hiftory of the
origin, progrefs, and end of an European
{lave-trader, who lately died at one of the
neighbouring iflands to Sierra Leone, after a
long refidence on the coaft, and who appears
to have attained to a degree of ferccity and
hardnefs of heart proportionate in fome mea-
fure to his fuccefles in this bloody traffic.
As this man appears to have neither friend
nor connelion left, the Dire€ors will think
themfelves under no obligation to ufe any
concealment on the {fubje. His name was
Ormond ; he went out from England about
thirty-five years ago, in the capacity of cabin-
boy to a flave-fhip, and was retained as an
affiftant in a flave- f’lé’cory on the Sierra Leone
river: in procefs of time he fet up a factory
for himfclf, in a neighbouring part towards
the north, and though unable to write or
read, he grew neverthelefs to be fo expert
and accompli{hed a {lave-trader that he re-
alized, as it is fuppofed, about thlrty thoufand
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pounds fterling. His cruelties were almoft
beyond belief. Two perfons, who feem to
have had good means of information, have
gwen the following account of them. * One
¢ of thefe perfons, who had lived for fome
time near to him, faid, he knew it to be
a fact that it was his common pradice to
kill all his unfaleable flaves, by tying a
ftone to their necks, and drowning them
“ in the river during the night,” Nor was
his cruelty confined to blacks; “ being of-
“ fended by a white agent, or clerk, on one
Chriftmas-day, while drinking freely with
fome company, he ordered his flaves to
¢ tie up the Furopean, and then gave him
“ with his own hands four hundred lafhes.
“ The white factor died a few days after.”
The other perfon who {poke of this flave-
trader agreed as to his general chara&er for
barbarity, and mentioned his having heard
the following inftance of it from an eye wit-
nefs, namely, ¢ that Ormond having caught
“ a black wife of his in a criminal conneéion
“ twith one of his flaves, he tied them to-
“ gether to a tar-barrel, fet it on fire, and in
¢ this manner burnt them both to death.”
It is obfervable alfo, that this favage by no
means fell thort of the natives of Africa in
the degree of heathenith fuperftition to which
he had attained ; he had the fame firm truft
with them in grigris, or charms, was {ubject
to filly fuperftitious fears, and had the ufual
faith in witcheraft,  Providence having thus
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permitted this man to become a fignal in-
ftance of a no lefs abandoned than fuccefsful
flave-trader, was pleafed to allow that he
fhould experience before he terminated his
days the following viciflitude. Afew years ago,

having loft his health, he went to the lfles
de Los (which lie to the northward of Sierra
Leone) for the fake of fea air and medical
help, having confided all his affairs to a mu-
latto youth, who was his fon. Happening to
have recently quarrelled with the Bagos, who
are the natives that furround his place of
refidence, and to have deftroyed one of their
towns, they took this opportunity to retaliate,
and came down in a body to attack and plun-
der his fatory, The flaves of Ormond being
not myuch attached to their mafter, favoured
the Bagos, and the place being taken they
jhared in the general pillage ; the buildings
were all burnt; the goods in them, which
are faid to have amounted to the value of
twelve or fifteen hundred flaves (or near
thirty thaufand pounds) were either deftroyed
or carried away ; young Ormond and all who
adhered to him were put to death; old
Ormond lived to hear the news, but he died
in about a month after.

The Directors have thought it proper to
give the charalter of this man, principally
with a view of exhibiting an inftance of the
great influence of the Slave Trade, in de-
ftroying the feelings, and depraving the hu-
man heart, The fame ftory may ferve allo
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to thew, what crimes have been perpetrated
with impunity by Britifh fubjects in Africa;
and of what inftruments Great Britain has
made ufe, in carrying on this deteltable com-
merce.

The Dire@ors however would by no
means be underflood to impute to the general
body of flave-traders on the coait, atrocities
equal to thofe which have been mentioned ;
at the fame time they think it right to ob-
ferve, that other inftances might if neceflary
have been added, which would have ex-
‘hibited very nearly the fame degree of guilt
and cruelty.

In proceeding next to {peak of the dire&
hindrances by which the Slave Trade will be
fhewn to have obftructed the Company’s
views of Civilization, the DireQors will dwell
firft and chiefly, on two or three particular
facts, adding indeed in the fequel, fome obfer-
vations on the general contrariety which muft
neceflarily exift between the principles of the
Sierra Leone Company and thofe of the Slave
Trade, even though no fuch fpecific hin-
drances as thofe which will be ftated, fhould
occur again.

The firft inftance that thall be named of a
dire@ hindrance given by the Slave Trade to
the Civilization, or rather indeed to the firft
colonization of Africa, will be one of a very
interefting, and perhaps the Proprictors may

think, of a rather ominous and difcouraging
kind,
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kind. The DireQors allude to the overthrow
or difperfion of the firft colony of free blacks
from hence, which as the following account
will fhew, may obvioufly be traced to the
Slave Trade.

The Proprietors may recolle, that this
fettlement, on which the firft fubferibers to
the prefent Sierra Leone Company founded
a confiderable part of their hopes, was men-
tioned, in the opening of this Report, to have
been broken up not very long after its eftab-
lilhment, in confequence of a difpute with
the natives, in which the fettlers (apparently
however not through their own fault) un-
happily became involved. The circumfiances
were as follows. A native chief living within
half a mile of Freetown, which is the fame
{pot on which the free blacks from London
originally placed themfelves, had loft, as he
affirms, two individuals of his town, by the
depredations of an American {lave-captain,
and had been fome time waiting for an op-
portunity of retaliating on any veflel from
the fame country, that might come within
his reach: the opportunity after a-while
occurred ; a boat which was found to belong
to an American fhip, happening to pafs up
the river, was attacked and plundered by
him and his people; the crew that were in
her confifting of three or four men, were
put to death, one only excepted, who efcaped,
and conveyed the news to the neighbouring
{lave-faltory, the place to which the boatbhad
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been going. The principal agent of the fac-
tory, after fome confultation with the officers
of a man of war then lying in the river,
determined on becoming the avenger of the
outrage. Some ineffetual attempts were firft
made toinduce the Chief to come on board
the frigate, but after an interval of two or
three days, the flave-factor himfelf, together
with a licutenant from the King’s fhip, and
a body of Britifh failors and marines, fet out
cn an expedition to the town of the chief,
having alfo added to their party two of the
free blacks from the new fettlement as their
guides, who by living in the immediate
neighbourhood, were of courfe acquainted
with the road, and who were prefled, as
they fay, moft unwillingly into this fervice,
On the approach of this armed body of men,
the Chief and his people fled ; the town was
plundered and fet on fire; the flave-factor
however, and the party with him from the
King’s fhip, returning in the dufk of the
evening, were {uddenly attacked by a dif-
charge of mufquetry from among the bufhes,
and an engagement enfued, in which fome
natives are faid to have fallen on the one
fide, and the firft lieutenant of the man of
war and a ferjeant of marines were killed on
the other, a few alfo being {lightly wounded.
One confequence of the flaughter that hap-
pened among the natives on this occafion,
was, that the Chief ufed afterwards frequently
to vow, that he muft now retaliate again for

the
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the further lofs of people that he had fuf-
tained ; happily, however, the flave-factor,
againft whofe perfon his rage was principally
dire&ted, foon afterwards quitted the coaft.

This {cene of outrage produced, as it hap-
pened, no great mifchief or inconvenience to
the {lave-fatory, which is fituated at fome
diftance on an ifland in the river, and is alfo
well fortified ; but its confequences were fatal
to the neighbouring and unprotected fettle-
ment of free blacks. A palaver or councit
was called of all the {furrounding Chiefs, who
following the African cuftom of direding
their vengeance for every mifchief done to
them, againft any perfons guilty or not
guilty, whom they have within their power,
and whem they imagine in the fmalleft de-
gree conne&ed with the authors of the in-
jury; and having heard that in this cafe two
individuals from the neighbouring colony
were among the hoftile party, determined
that the whole town of the free fettlers thould
be burned. The fentence was executed within
three days, and the fettlers were dilperfed.
It is but doing juftice to the flave-factory to
obferve, that it afforded a temporary pro-
teCtion and fupport to feveral of the fettlers,
during the firft preffure of their diftrefs.

The ftory that has now been recited de-
ferves notice, not only as affording an ex-
planation of the immediate caufe of the dif-
perfion of the firft colony which went from

hence to Sierra Leone, but as a {fpecimen allo
of
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of one of the kinds of danger to which every
body of new fettlers in Africa muft neceffarily
be more or lefs expoled, fo long as the Slave
Trade is carrying on all around them. The
events which happened in this cafe were
none of them flrange or extraordinary. An
outrage is committed or fuppofed to be com-
mitted by a flave-captain, in the procuring of
flaves ; a blind and bloody a& of vengeance
on the part of the natives follows ; the neigh-
bouring {lave-factory interferes, and the little
adjoining fettlement is involved in the con-
fequences of the quarrel. All thefe are ac-
cidents which belong to the very nature of
the Slave Trade; they grow out of its or-
dinary enormities, they fuit with its ferocious
{pirit, and accord with its principles of in-
juftice: for the indifcriminate feizure of each
others perfons, is the very lefflon which is
daily taught the Africans by the European
factors, who blame no violence, revenge no
injury, and difcourage no atrocity that tends
to the extenfion of their own trafhic; and
who, {o far as the Direfors are informed,
are not accuftomed to decline buying any
man for a {lave, on the ground of his having
been unjuftly brought into captivity. Indeed
more than one inflance might eafily be pointed
out, as the DireQors conceive, in which the
fame {lave-faltory which became the admini-
firator of juftice upon this occalion, has pur-
chafed Africans, knowing them at the time
of purchafe to be free men, knowing alfo that

the
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the individual who offered them for fale, had
himfelf feized them unjuftly, and had no
thadow of right to fell them. Nor do the
DireCors mention this by way of cafting
particular refle@tions on any individual flave-
factory ; for they believe that the other {lave-
faCtories in Africa follow the fame cuftom,
each thinking it perhaps a fufficient juftifi-
cation to plead, that if it thould be fo fingular
as to decline making thefe purchafes, other
flave-factories would feel no fuch feruples ;
or even if they did, that the captains of the
thips themfelves, without the intervention of
a faory, would purchafe and carry off the
people who might have been rejeéted.  And
indeed it is reafonable to fuppofe, that the
flave-falors on the coaft cannot be altogether
infenfible of the very important diminution
which might eventually be made in their
trade, if the principle of inquiring into the
mode of procuring the flaves fold to them,
and of refufing thofe who might appear to
have a juft title to their freedom, thould be
once in any degree admitted. But whatever
be the ground, on which the encouragement
evidently given to the commiffion of outrages
on the perfons of the natives, may be juftified
in the imagination of the flave-dealers, it I3
furely not to be wondered at, if either they
themfielves, or white men vifiting the coaft,
or any ncighbouring fettlement fuppofed to
be conneéted with Europe, fhould occafionally

feel
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feel the effe@s of the diffufion of thefe prin-
ciples of injuftice.

The Court having heard the circumftances
which caufed the dilperfion of the {irft colony,
will not be furprifed if the Directors, anxious
to provide againft a return of the fame dan-
ger, thould have felt that eager defire which
has been ftated in an early part of this Report,
to enlarge the number of colonifts, and thould
have urged on the Proprietors, as they did,

the importance of forming at once a f{trong
and refpeflable eftablithment.

Another evidence of the danger arifing
from the Slave Trade to the perfonal fecurity
of any neighbouring colonills, is afforded by
the following ftory :

Some time before the eftablithment of the
prefent Company, a Britifh {lave-trader who
lived then in Sierra Leone river, but is lately
removed, feized five free blacks (part of the
colony from England which has been lately
fpoken of) juftifying this violence on the
ground of his having been wronged by one
individual of their body, fomewhere at a dif-
tance on the coaft, where he was employed
in navigating a veflel belonging to this flave-
faQor. The country law warranted, as the
factor faid, this mode of redrefling the griev-
ance, and he feems therefore to have taken
the firft five fettlers he could meet with, He
was induced, however, after fome time, to

releafe
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releafe three of them gratuitoufly, the two
remaining prifoners being thought on cona
fideration to afford that recompence for his
lofs, which was fit and proper on the com-
mon principles of African juftice.  Thefe
two men, who were admitted to have no
connection with the defaulter, nor any means
of catching him, he having run away from
the fhip when at the diftance of fome hun-
dred miles from the fettlement, and whofe
only crime was that they had formerly lived
in the fame town with him, were kept by
this Britith flave-trader fome time in chains,
and then fold and put by him on board a
flave-fhip that was on the point of failing ;
when a Mahometan chief, who happened to
come from the interior country, took com-
paflion on their cafe, and, having advanced
out of his own pocket about fifty pounds fter-
ling for their redemption, releafed them and
fent them home. The fame chief lately fell
into fome diftrefles himfelf, and being in debt
to one of the factories, was deprived of a fa-
vourite free boy, whom he had fent with a
meflage to the faCor, the boy being feized
for the fatisfa@ion of the debt. The chief,
half diftracted at the lofs, came down to
Sierra Leone, and endeavoured in vain to
trace the child from faGory to falory: at
length he called at Freetown, mentioned his
prefent poverty, and the affli¢tion which had
brought him down to the coaft, and modeftly
afked to have the fifty pounds reftored to him

K which
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which he had formerly paid for the redemp-~
tion of fome of the freemen of Granville
Town, and had never claimed before. The
Direétors have mentioned all thefe circum-
ftances together and in this place, though
part of them might have been clafled with
the incidents enumerated fome time {ince,
becaufe they with to remark that the Gover-
nor and Council were led very carefully to
inveftigate the whole of this interefting cafe;
and they found from different concurring cir-
cumftances, that the main falts were precifely
as has been ftated. The fifty pounds were
paid back to the chief by the Company, in
confequence of this inveftigation.

The Direétors have reafon to think that
feveral others of this firft unprotedled body
of fettlers have been fold from time to time,
and actually carried off the coaft. One is
believed to have been kidnapped by a neigh-
bouring black flave-trader ; and an inftance
has occurred of another having turned Kkid-
napper himfelf; the natives whom he had
feized and fold were however recovered,
through the intervention of the Company,
and the kidnapper was corporally punifhed.
Some are alfo faid to have been fold for
crimes charged againft them. All thefe in-
cidents however, the dete@ion and punifh~
ment of the individual who turned kidnapper
alone excepted, happened antecedently to the
formation of the prefent colony.

The Proprictors, after all the evidence that

has
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has been given, will not be furptifed if the
infecurity of travellers, and the prevention
of a free communication with the interior
country, fhould be fpoken of as another hin-
drance to the views of the Company. The
mention of this point, indeed, opens a wide
field for refle&ion. It has appeared from
many recent inveftigations, that the natives
of Africa who live towards the coaft, are far
more barbarous than thofe of the interior
country ; and that while the population to-
wards the fea is extremely thin, and the little
intercourfe that fubfifts in this part dangerous,
there are to be found, on advancing further
inland, many towns of confiderable magni-
tude ; fome of which, lying in the very heart
of Africa, are fuppofed to carry on much in-
ternal trade, and even to have made no {mall
progrefs in Civilization. Whether, therefore,
the immediate interefts of the Company, or
the general benefit both of Africa and Europe,
be contemplated, the opening of fome con-
ne&ion with. the interior of this vaft conti-
nent, naturally prefents itfelf to the mind as
a moft defirable obje. But here again the
Slave Trade exerts its baneful influence.
That general infecurity of perfons which re-
{ults from it ; that diffolution-of all govern-
ment which it has caufed on many parts of
the coaft ; that drunkennefs which it has in-
troduced among the native kings and chiefs ;
but, above all, perhaps, the dread of fecret
machinations from the f{lave-traders them-

K2 felves
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felves, who by means of a chain of falories
have a confiderable influence in the interior,
and may be confidered alfo as holding the
key of Africa in their hands, by poflefling
almoft the entire empire of the coaft—all
thefe circumftances form, unqueftionably, a
very formidable hindrance in the way of
every liberal and benevolent attempt to ex-
tend difcoveries in Africa, with the view of
ultimately fetting on foot fome peaceful and
mutually advantageous intercourfe with the
natives of the interior parts.

The Proprietors are already informed that
an attempt to penetrate into the country
furrounding Sierra Leone, was made by the
Company’s mineralogift, in the very infancy
of the colony. He was a perfon who to fome
impatience of fpirit, joined a very ardent mind,
a love of general knowledge, and great per-
fonal refpeQability, as well as experience in
his profeflion. He went from England for
the purpofe of extending his difcoveries, hav-
ing voluntarily offered his fervices to the
Company, taking no falary, but fimply ftipu-
lating, that if any profits fhould arife from
his profeflional refearches, he fhould have the
fhare which mineralogifts are commonly al-
lowed, and that the expenfes of his paflage
and living at Sierra Leone fhould be borne
by the Company. This firft of the adven-
turers from Sierra Leone on a journey of
difcovery, was attacked and plundered of all
his goods, as was before flated, by a native

chief,
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chief, and was obliged to return in fo de-
plorable a condition, that he appears to have
died of the vexations and hardfhips he en-~
countered. It would not have been unreafon-
able to fufpe& that the Slave Trade might
have imparted fome of its ferocity to this
chief, even if no evidence of a pofitive con~
netion between him and the flave-traders
had been furnifhed, It has however hap-
pened, that a fubfequent attack on another
fervant of the Company has been made by
the fame chief, at the infligation, as the
Dire&tors are informed, of a French {lave~
trader ; who reprefented to him and his peo=~
ple, that a fhip of the Sierra Leone Company
trading in this river, had been equipped for
the purpofe of making war on all the French
{lave-factors living in his territories. On the
arrival of the Company’s veflel, the natives
were alarmed ; but the peaceable demeanor
of the captain, who merely went up to buy
fome rice in the principal town, foon allayed
their fears. The chief however meeting with
the captain while he was thus employed, and
being very drunk at the time, was induced to
make an affault upon him. The people ag-
gravated the infult, tore the clothes from the
captain’s back, dragged him to another town
about two miles off, and there kept him pri-
foner, When the chief grew fober, he began
to refle on what he had done, ordered the
prifoner to be fet free, and made him fome
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prefents by way of compenfation for the
infult.

The Dire&tors will not add, in this place,
any more obfervations on the hindrances
which the Slave Trade has given to the Com~
pany, as the fame general fubje& will necef-
farily recur again, in fpeaking of the fteps
that have been taken to promote Civilization.
Yet before they difmifs the topic of the Slave
Trade, they propofe in confequence of its
very great importance, briefly to recapitulate
fome of the leading circumftances which have
been ftated.

It appears then, that the chief fources of
the Slave Trade are debts, wars, crimes, and
kidnapping. When debts are ftated to be
one of the fources of flavery, there may feem
nothing on the firft view very dreadful in the
idea ; but let the faés which have been men-
tioned on this fubje& be put together, and
they will be found to exhibit fuch a fyfltem of
wickednefs, and fuch a fcene of accumulated
mifery, as would by no means have prefented
itfelf to the mind, on a flight inveftigation.

In the firflt place it may be obferved, from
the concurrent teftimonies which have been
given, that if an African contraéts a debt, it
is not the debtor himfelf that is commonly
fold for the difcharge of it; an innocent per-
fon almoft always pays the penalty: a wife,
or a child, or fome other near connection of
the debtor, or perhaps {pme native refident in

his
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his town, or fome ftranger who had fought
protetion there, is the perfon that is carned
off by the flave-trader. (2) On one occafion,
ag it has been fhewn, a child is torn away
from its father by a debtor, and the flave-
captain fails away with it before the parent
can bring the prime {lave demanded as a fub-
ftitute. (&) In another inftance, a wife is fold
by her hufband on account of a debt, and is
feen weeping in the flave-fhip, havmg alfo
left a young child behind her.  (¢) In a third
cafe, a favourite free-boy having come down
to the coaft with a meflage, is feized for the
debt of his principal ; and he alfo is fent from
Africa, before any opportunity is afforded for
his redemption. (4) In a fourth, two of
the fettlers from England are fold (three
more having been alfo captured) on account
of the debt of a townfman who runs away
from his captain, on another part of the
coaft. When the cuftom of felling men in
{atisfa@ion for debt is contemplated in other
v1ews, it becomes ftill more dreadful. The
native chiefs appear to be encouraged to con-
tra@ debts by the flave-traders themfelves,
for the fake of that right of feizure which
is known to follow. The very large credits
given in Africa, which cannot be fuppofed
to ftand on the ordinary principles of com-
merce, but feem peculiar to a trade in flaves,

(a)-sccpagﬂ 11z, (#) p.122. (&) p. 1435. (4) P. 144
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form perhaps one of the grand fupports of
this traffic ; for fome facts which have ap-
peared at Sierra Leone, unequivocally thew
that liberality of credit is made the means of
legalizing all manner of enormities ; it ferves
the purpofe either of fubjefting a country to
a flave-factor, or of fecuring quick difpatch
to a flave-thip. By thefe credits the Mulatto
trader acquired his power over all the neigh-
bouring chiefs, and enabled himfelf to depopu-
late the whole country around him, without
violating the cuftoms of Africa, or forfeiting
his character as a (¢) ‘ good man and a man of
bumanity,’ 1t is obvious alfo, that {lave-captains
coming to trade on the coaft, may make a no
lefs extenfive ufe of the fame fyftem of credit,
By unloading a part of their goods, and dif-
tributing them among the African headmen,
they eftablith a claim to {eize both them and
the inferior people : and (f) ¢ if thercfore the
crew of the flave-fbip be flrong enough,’ they
need never wait long for their cargo, for
they have only to refort, as one flave-captain
did not fcruple to fay that he ufed to do,
‘to the country law of (g) f‘anyaring.’ (5)
In the Mandingo country it has been fhewn,
that debts are the fource of kidnapping: for
¢ the headmen getting into debt to Euro-
‘¢ peans, are then put into confinement, in
“ confequence of which their people are
¢ obliged to kidnap, in order to effect their

(¢) page 125.  (f) p. 128, (g) Ibid, (&) p. 105.
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redemption.” It may not be improper to
remark, that there is no proceeding'by which
the Sierra Leone Company appear to have
given fo much offence to the native chiefs, as
by refufing to indulge them with the ufual
African credit.

Wars are another fource of the Slave Trade,
and might alfo feem, on a fuperficial con-
fideration of the fubje&, to rank amongft its
leaft objectionable fources. But when a view
of fadls is taken, they are feen evidently and
neceflarily to involve the moft horrible enor-
mities. The natives of Africa, fearing to live
detached from each other, congregate in
towns under the prote&tion of fome head-
man, whom they commonly term their fa-
ther: (7) he, being corrupted by liquor, is
indulged with a very liberal loan of goods,
and thus becomes involved in debt to the
flave-fattor : on the ground ef this debt, war
is made by the factor on the people; fome
are killed, and many more taken, and fold
into {lavery, and thus the debt of the chief
is difcharged. This is precifely the deferip-
tion of that multitude of little wars which
- were carried on by the great Mulatto flave-
trader againft all the inferior chiefs around
him. From thefe wars others fpring, and a
long fucceflion of hoftilities is thus entailed
on the chiefs and on the people. (#) A chief

{#) See page 100. (#) p, 101,
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efcapes from the Mulatto trader, with the refi-
due of the people of his town, to a neigh-
bouring ifland: thence, for a confiderable
period, he carries on a vindi&ive and at the
fame a predatory war, with his adverfaries
on the main land, taking occafionally forty
prifoners at once from the mulatto trader,
who would not be flow to retaliate in his
turn ; and further vi&tims are thus furnithed
on each fide to the Slave Trade. Some of
thefe petty wars feem eminently produive
to the traders; (/) the chief of Quiaport
¢ attacks the chief of Bourah, and fends to
“ the flave-fattory many prifoners. The
“ chief of Bourah gathers all his firength,
¢ and is put under the neceflity of feizing
“ double the number from his antagonift ;
¢ for he is not allowed to redeem his own
‘“ people, except by paying two for one.”
Nor are thefe fmaller wars among the inferior
chiefs the only wars produ&ive of flavery.
There is not one great nation in the neigh-
bourhood of Sierra Leone which has not been
reprefented, by credible witnefles, as being
induced to go' to war by the Slave Trade.
(m) The female mulatto acknowledges, that
when there is no demand for flaves, then
there are no wars in the Mandingo country.
“ (#) The Youlahs, fays another evidence,
“ are perfectly well known to go to war for

(/) See page103. (m) p. 104, (#) p. 103,
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s the fole purpofe of procuring flaves.”
¢ The people direétly inland, adds another
“ chief, go to war for flaves; our country
* being however now very much depopu-
¢ lated, and the paflage of the flaves from
# the remote parts being hindered by the
¢ wars, the flave-faltories have lately en-
¥ deavoured to make up our quarrels, and
“ the adjacent country to Sierra Leone,
# begins now to be at peace.”

Crimes real or imputed form another prin-
cipal ground on which perfons are condemned
to flavery : adultery is one of the higheft: a
native (o) chief in one cafe, and an Euro-
pean (p ) chief in another, fells an inferior
African on a charge of this fort; but in each
inftance the chief acts on no other authority
than his own will, and evidently gets the
emolument arifing from the condemnation to
himfelf. And here alfo let the drunkennels
and depravity of the African (g¢) chiefs,
who are thus judges in their own caufe, be
confidered ; let the polygamy prevailing in
Africa be taken into the account ; nor let the
pbfervation of a native trader be forgotten,
¢ (r) that it is common for chiefs when they
¢ want goods, to givé a hint to one of their
“ wives, to encourage adultery in the lower
¢ natives,” The other charges of crimi-
nality, which have been mentioned as fources
of flavery, have been many of them fo flight,

() p g (p) Ibid. (g} p.115.  (r) p.107.
and
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and accompanied with fuch indications of
partiality and injuftice on the part of the
judges, that the decifions aggravate the general
horror excited by the comtemplation of this
traffick. A whole town is doomed to {lavery,
the chief alone (s) excepted, for the crime of
letting fome runaway {laves pafs through their
diftriét to the mountains. A woman from the
next town is torn from her child () and fold,
the milk ftill flowing from her breaft, merely
as it feems for ufing impertinent language.
(#) Two men are fold by a chief after a fit of
intoxication, in order to make compenfation
to a flave-trader whom he had infulted in his
drunkennefs. (#) One man is fold on a charge
of having changed himfelf into a leopard.
() The whole family of another poor wretch
who had been put to death by red water, on a
fufpicion of theft, is fold on account of his fup-
pofed offence. = (2) The remarkable circum-
ftance of the mulatto flave-trader’s fetting up a
flave to be a judge over his diftrict, the grow-
ing power of this judge, the court paid to
him by the flave-traders, and the dread of
coming near him, inftanced in the condu& of
one of the natives, are alfo to be remembered.

The remaining fource of {lavery is kidnap-
ping, of which numerous inftances were given,
(4) One of the Nova Scotians declares himfelf
to have been formerly kidnapped from Sierra

(s) Seepagerio. () p. 122, («) p. 115. (x) p. 119
(#) p. 118+ (2) p. tot. (a) p- 108.
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Leone, by a woman, and foon after his land-
ing he is recognized by his parents. () Rela-
tions of the King of Sierra Leone are carried
off, at three different times, by kidnappers.
(¢) The Company’s agent falls in with a party
of natlves, who are {eenin the very a& of kid-
napping. (d) A free fettler from England is
kidnapped by a neighbouring flave - trader.
ée) Another free fettler turns kidnapper him-
elf, but is dete@ted by the Governor and
Council, and receives the punithment which
he deferves. No lefs than three cafes occur
in which Britith commanders are infeted
with the common contagion, and come under
the denomination of kidnappers, fince they fell
without fcruple the free mariners found on
board the French fhips which they had cap-
tured. (/) Inone of thefe inftances nineteen
freemen are fold, many of them the {ons of
chiefs. (g) Ina fecond, three or four others,
in fpite of the ftrongeft remonftrances of the
Sierra Leone government. (4) In a third,

four women, who had been left on board a
captured fhip as pawns. (z) The numbers in
the Deferter’s town are confiderably reduced,
partly by kidnapping. In all the neighbour-
ing countries alfo, kidnapping is declared b

many witnefles to abound. (£) Free-booters,
fays one, infeft the parts lying between the

(8) See page 97.  (c) p. o8. (a’) By 145 (¢) Ibid,
) p. née (@) p-niz. (B 1 (i) p. 111
(4) p. 103.

coaft
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coaft and the Foulah country; fo fhat the
man who brings down flaves to the fea fide is
often kidnapped himfelf on his return home,
and {fold to the fame factory, to whom he had
been felling others.  In the (/) Sufee country,
fays another, kidnapping is frequent. In the
Mandingo country mothers dare not truft
their children out of their fight aftér fun fet,
for fear of the kidmappers. The reafon of
its general prevalence if obvious : () debts,
as was before obferved, produce kidnapping:
the impunity of the crime, through the facility
of difpofing of the vitims, produces kidnap-
ping. Wars alfo produce kidnapping:  (#) I
“ myfelf, fays one chief, ufed during a five
‘¢ years war to waylay and kidnap paffengers:
“ but this I own was a bad thing, juftified
“ only by the neceflity I was under of having
« fome thing to give to the {lave fadtories, for
“ the purchafe of more ammunition.” Toall
thefe inftances are to be added the more than
ordinary ravages afcribed to the Proprietor of
a neighbouring ifland, (¢) who made it his prac~
tice to {fweep away the inhabitants of whole
towns by treachery, when he had made them
intoxicated, and of whom even the flave-fa&tor
complained that he ufed to ravage without
diftin&ion.

Thefe are the four fources from which the
flaves furnithed from the neighbourhood of
Sierra Leone appear to have been fupplied ;

(7)-See page 104. (m) p. t1z. (n) p.106. -~ (o) P. 127
nor
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nor do the DireCtors conceive that any con-
fiderable number can have been obtained
from thefe parts by any lefs exceptionable
means, Indeed it is reafonable to prefume
that a multitude of atrocious ats have hap-
pened at Sierra Leone, in confequence of the
flave-trade, which have been perpetrated in
fecret, or kept back at lealt from the view of
the Sierra Leone Caompany’s agents.

The preceding account refpecs indeed thofe
flaves only who have been furnithed from the
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, and not the
general body of flaves fold in Sierra Leone
river, of whom much the greater part are
brought down from the interior country. The
Dire&ors conceive, however, that no one can
have any right to aflume that the cafe of in-
land flaves differs effentially from that of flaves
taken on the Coaft: the injuftice and treacherv
praéhfed in taking them, and the fcenes of
private wretchednefs refulting from their cap-
tivity, can hardly fail to be fomewhat fimilar,
in whatever part of Africa the fcene be laid
in which the cafes happen.

Let then the whole aggregate of mifery
cauled by the Slave Trade be contemplated ;
Jet it be remembered that what has been de-
{cribed is but a fample of the manner in which
EIGHTY THOUSAND men are annually
carried off from Africa, by the civilized nations
of the world, and more efpecially by Great
Britain ; let all the variety of incidental enor-

mities
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mities which have been ftated be brought to
recolle@ion ; let the blood fplk in (}5) wars,
let the cutting off of (¢) flave fhips, let the aéts
of fuicide reforted to by the captives on fhip-
board, and of wild and bloody () vengeance,
by the incenfed natives on the fhore, of which
a few {pecimens only have been given, be
borne in mind. Let all the moral evil charge-
able on this trade be duly confidered ; let the
drunkennefs, the treachery, the violation of
all the natural feelings, through the felling of
wives and children in difcharge of debts or
in exchange for liquor, let the depraved habits
communicated as by contagion to (s) Britifh
captains, failors, and (¢) fa&ors on the Cdaft,
and the enormous cruelties to which fome of
them have been tranfported, be recolleéted ;
above all, let the flop put to the Civilization
of one fourth part of the habitable globe,
and the guilt of hindering that light of reve-
{ation which has fo long fhone on Britain,
from fhining on the innumerable tribes who
inhabit the interior of that vaft continent,
be added to the account; and on the other
hand, let the prefent miferies of Africa be con-
trafted with the bleflings which might have
refulted from a contrary conduct on the part
of Great Britain; from the introduétion of
Chriftianity, from the communication of Euro-
pean knowledge, and from that promotion of

(#) Seepagercb. (g) p.130. (r) p. 141, (5) p. 120,
(£) p. 136.
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induftry, which is the fure refult of an honeft,
innocent, and peaceful commerce.——Let all
thefe confiderations be put together, and the
evil of the Slave Trade will appear indeed
enormous ; its hindrance to Civilization, and
its hoftility to every principle that is profefled
by the Sierra Leone Company, become abun-
dantly evident; and the opening profpe&s of
Civilization which are about to be ftated will
be feen to be important, not only in refpect
to their immediate confequences, but on ac-
count of their furnifhing allo the moft fatis-
factory evidence of the practicability of re-
verfing that cruel {yftem which as yet prevails
in Africa, and a favourable omen of an ap-
proaching change in the general condition of
that hitherto unhappy Continent.

The fubverfion of the iniquitous trade in
{laves was one of the motives which led to the
inftitution of the Sierra Leone Company ; and
it is one of the objects to which-thofe who
have the management of its affairs, profefs
that their beft endeavours fhall be directed:
they truft, however, that they fhall not allow
their deteftation of the trade to excite in
them any perfonal ill-will towards the indi-
viduals engaged in it; and they feel a pecu-
liar fatistaction in obferving, that their govern-
ment abroad, however their zeal in the caufe
of its abolition may have been excited by the
{cenes which they have witnefled, have at no
time reforted either to any violent or under-
liand means of forwarding this obje& ; having

L . neither
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neither interrupted the flave-traders forcibly
themfelves, nor endeavoured to irritate either
the natives or the Nova Scotians againft them.
It may be proper to add, that they have been
far from encouraging any failors who thought
themfelves cruelly ufed by their captains, or
any flaves belonging to the ‘fhips, or to the
faCtories, to run away to their fettlement. In-
deed, it is due to the Governor and Council
to mention that they have aQted with a pe-
culiar degree of temper and moderation, on
fome trying occafions; labouring to compofe
differences, to promote harmony and peace,
and to prevent all private alls of vengeance.
They have alfo made a point of exercifing
equal juftice towards the flave-traders, and
have given proofs of humanity and kindnefs
towards them. In particular, they have re-
ceived and entertained the fick Europeans
from the flave-fhips, many of whem having
been attrated to Freetown by the known falu-
brity of the air, or the expeQation of getting
good medical advice, have either been lodged
in the houfes of fome of the fettlers at the
Company’s expenfe, or gratuitoufly received
tnto the public hofpital.

As an inftance of the impartiality of the
Governor and Council, it may be obferved,
that a complaint of ill ufage having been
made againft fome of the natives, by the fame
flave-captain whofe enormous cruelties on
thip-board, as well as cuftom of feizing the
natives on {hore, have appeared from a con-

' verfation
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verfation held with this perfon himfelf, which
has been recited, the Governor and Council
exerted their influence with the neighbours
ing head-man, to obtain a hearing of the cafe;
in confequence of which the natives charged
with having committed the infult, were
brought before him; they however excul-
pated themfelves, the blame appearing to lie
wholly on the fide of the flave-captain.

The following is an inftance of the protec-
tion afforded to a flave-trader by the Governor
and Council, as well as of the care and pru-
dence which have been exerted to prevent
thofe aéts of violence which arife out of the
Slave Trade, from taking place on the Com=
pany’s diftrict.

It has been ftated that an European {lave-
facor () fold a free native in his fervice,
without the form of a trial, on a charge of
adultery with one of his wives ; the fale of
this perfon gave rife to the outrage now to be
defcribed. “ A French flave-faGtor who lives in
‘¢ aneighbouring part, having come on fhore
“ on our fettlement, was met by a native,
¢ who accufed him of having wrongfully {old
“ to a {lave-fhip a free man (his brother) who
“ had ferved the faCtor faithfully, as a free
“ grumetta, during many years. The native
“ proceeded to collar the Frenchman, and
¢ threatened to drag him to a neighbouring
“ town, that the difpute might be fettled; I

(#) See page 114.
L 2 “ refcued
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refcued the European with fome difficulty,
being determined to forbid all fuch acts of
violence on our ground ; but while I was
getting a boat in order to convey him out
of the fettlement, he fell again into the
hands of the fame native: by the help of
the Governor and another principal fervant
of the Company, I refcued him again, and
he got off in fafety to his veflel. The
Frenchman was fo overwhelmed with ter-
ror, that he fancied every one of us his
enemies, and began begging that we would
put an end to his life ourfelves, and not
give him up to be murdered by the {avages,
I was afraid of fome interference of the
Nova Scotians, many of whom were look-
ing on during this fcene, but they behaved
very well ; in their feelings, however, they
feemed to lean firongly to the fide of the
natives. I told them that before any firanger
fhould be forcibly carried off from our dif-
trict, we were determined that we ourfelves
would be carried off, and they were very
much reftrained by my holding this lan-
guage. On the following Sunday our clergy-
man noticed from the pulpit, how unbe-
coming it would be if any ftranger, how-
ever culpable he might have been, who
had come into the fettlement imagining he
was under our prote€tion, fhould have his
perfon feized while he was init: the Nova
Scotians approved of what was {aid. I after-
wards made a complaint to the chief of the

“ diftrick
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“ diftri¢ in which the native who had col-
“ lared the Frenchman lives, and received a
formal apology for what had pafled, being
affured that no fuch outrage fhould be com-
mitted in future. Soon after this, 1 found
¢ that the Frenchman had {pread about a ftory,
¢ that the affault of the native had been ini-
* tigated by us, and had been altogether an
affair of our contrivance. The poor man was
certainly fo terrified that he might not have
¢ been a judge of what paffed at the time of
 the aflault; befides, he would feel as a {lave-
“ dealer a firong prejudice againft us: but I
¢ think I would fubmit to be again traduced
¢ by him rather than let any violence be com-
¢ mitted on our ground.” This flave-trader is
the fame man who inftigated the drunken chief
to commit an outrage on the perfon of one
of the Company’s Captains, which he did
very foon after his own refcue happened.

Although the Governor and Council, in
conformity with the principles recommended
to them by the Directors, have adopted this
pacific line of condué, fome inflances have
certainly arifen of the Company’s inter-
ference with the interefts of the flave-traders,
which the DireQors fear may have been in-
terpreted in fome meafure into alls of hof-
tility, and become occafions of offence,

It is neceflary to introduce the incident
which the Directors are now going to men-
tion, by premifing that the legiflatures of fe-
yveral of the States of America have prohibited
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the trade in flaves in certain cafes under
heavy penalties.

An American fhip having arrived at the
mouth of the Sierra Leone river, the fuper-
cargo, who appears to have been very little
informed of the principles of the Sierra
Leone Company, went haftily to the Gover-
nor and Council, and made an offer of felling
them the whole of her loading for a cargo
of flaves; obferving that he would take no
other articles in barter, and that he hoped
they would favour him with all the {laves he
wanted, in the courfe of a few days. One
of the Council afked him how the American
laws ftood in refpe& to this trade. He faid
the laws of that part of America from which
he came, prohibited it in his cafe, infli¢ting
forfciture of the fhip, and one thoufand
pounds fine upon the captain: But, added
he, nobody will inform.,” It was anfwered
to him, ¢ Indeed, fir, you are miftaken; I
myfelf {hall inform if ndne elfe undertakes
to doit.” I hope, fir, faid the fupercargo,
you will not do fo unfriendly a thing,” ©I
would rather, replied the member of Coun-
cil, prevent evil than punith it; and I there-
fore give you warning, that if you carry off
a fingle flave from this coaft, you fhall find
an information lodged againft you in Ame-
rica.” The fupercargo then declared that
what had dropped from him had not been
fpoken in earneft, and that he had a great

: : a.bhﬂl_'v.
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abhorrence of the Slave Trade. The Ameri-
can thip appears to have quitted Sierra Leone
River immediately after this converfation, to
the obvious prejudice of the flave-faCtories
in that quarter.

The Directors have received from Sierra
Leone, a lit of all the American veflels
which have been known to tranfgrefs the
laws of their country, and they are taking
meafures for conveying to the feveral legifla-
tures, whofe authority has been infulted,
fufficient evidence of all the circumftances
which may tend to the conviction and pu-
nithment of the offenders.

One other flep taken by the Dire@ors with
the view of limiting, if poflible, fome of the
excefles of the Slave Trade, may be worthy
of mention. When the information arrived
of the fale of all the free-mariners found
on board the captured French fhips, it was
accompanied with an intimation of fome
doubt having arifen in the minds of the
Company’s {ervants abroad, whether the
ought not to have taken on themfelves the
redemption of thefe injured men: it was
imagined that the price paid for their liberty
might be recovered in England, by an action
of debt againft the Britith fubjeéts who fold
them.  On the other hand, it was obvious
that much expenfe would accrue from fend-
ing over all the neceflary witnefles from
Africa; that there was alfo danger of failing

L4 i
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in {ome point of legal evidence, and that
there muft be a variety of uncertainties at-
tending fuch a bufinefs: the Governor and
Council were therefore, on the whole, afraid
of adopting this flep. The Court of Di-
re€ors, however, on taking into confider-
ation the various advantages that might arife
from an avowal of their determination to
intetfere in future cafes of this fort, thought
it right to fend out inftructions, that if, in
certain cafes which they fpecified, any neigh-
bouring native fhould be unjulily fold here-
after as a flave, either to or by any Britith
fubje&, the Governor and Council were to
confider themielves authorized te pay the
price of fuch perfon’s redemption, if no other
means of reftoring the captive to liberty thould
be afforded. The communication of this
intelligence to feveral of the neighbourin
chiefs, is faid to have given confiderable fatif~
faction,

The DireGors having thus fpoken of the
fteps which they have taken tending to pre-
fcribe fome limits to the Slave Trade, and
either to prevent or remedy a few of its
greater enormities, fo far as concerns the
immediate neighbourhood of Sierra Leone,
will proceed next to defcribe fome of the
direé& efforts which they have made to fet on
foot plans of Cultivation and induftry, and
to prepare the way for the introduction of
Chriftianity and Civilization into thofe partsf;_

o
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of Africa where they have any influencé.
The obftacles which the Slave Trade has
prefented to the defigns of the Company,
will again neceflarily appear in treating of
this topic.

It is obvious that one of the moft effectual
‘means of promoting the Civilization of Africa,
mufl be that of attempting to gain over fome
of the principal kings or chiefs, to this great
caufe. If any chief fituated in the neigh-
bourhood of fertile land, over which he has
an undifputed right, and having already gru-
mettas under him, could be perfuaded to
turn the labour of his people to the regular
cultivation of the foil ; if he could be induced
for inftance, to take an Furopean planter into
his fervice, and to commit to him the di-
re&tion of fuch induftry as the chief could
command j if he could be perfuaded alfo to
protect and entertain a {chool-mafter, or mif-
{ionary, who might converfe freely with the
chief, and become an inftru&tor of all the fur-
rounding people, a friendly conne&ion and
intercourfe being at the fame time eftablithed
between the native in queftion and the Sierra
Leone government ; it can hardly be doubted
that, under the aufpices of any well-difpofed
African uniting thefe advantages, the work
of Civilization might advance with a rapid
ftep.

The Dire&tors will here ftate the feveral
obftacles to the adoption of any plan of cul-
tivation by the native chiefs, which, under

the
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the prefent circumftances of Africa, muft
naturally be expected to arife.

It has been already noticed, that the kings
and head-men in the neighbourhood of
Sierra Leone univerfally deal in {laves. Many
private {lave-traders have raifed themfelves
into chiefs by means of this traffic, and all
the more regular chiefs have become more or
lefs dealers in flaves alfo; the difference
between a chief, or king, who isalfo a flave-
trader, and a {lave-trader who has raifed him-
felf into a chief, being principally this, that
the king is the lefs powerful of the two, and
is commonly alfo in debt to -an European
faftory, to which he is therefore fubfervient;
whereas the {lave-trader is often rich and in-
dependent, having many head-men in his
debt, who are confequently reduced into
fubjection to him. The difficulty of interefi-
ing the African chiefs in fchemes of cultiva-
tion, is a point on which it cannot be nec-
ceffary therefore to dwell; for it is obvious
that, generally {peaking, neither a king who
is in league with a flave-fator, nor a chief
who has acquired all that he has by the
Slave Trade, can be expected to become the
patron of a plan which has for its obje& the
introdu@ion of induftry and the reformation
of the manners of Africa. And indeed it
may be added, that the Slave Trade prefents,
both to the chiefs and the inferior dealers,

rofits often fo tempting, and attended alfe
with fo little trouble, that habits of regular
application
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application and labour feem not likely to be
general in Africa, till this trade fhall ceafe.
On the other hand it may be important to
remark, that the Slave Trade has ferved to
initiate the natives into the ufe of European
articles, fome of which are confidered among
them even as neceffaries of life. The tafte
which has been thus created, may therefore
be reafonably expected to operate as an effec-
tual {pur to induftry, as foon as ever that
xra fhall arrive, when Africa fhall be re-
quired to give the produce of her land and
labour, inftead of her inhabitants themfelves,
in payment for thefe neceffaries from Europe,

The large credits given in the Slave Trade
may be mentioned alfo as an obftacle to any
fudden dereliction of it, fince they render it
very difficult for thofe chiefs who might be
difpofed to turn their thoughts to cultivation
to call in their capital.

The prejudices which many native chiefs
at firlt imbibed againft the Company, may
be named as another hindrance to the adop-
tion of any plans of cultivation fuggefted to
them. The chiefs appear ta have been
taught to believe, that the Sierra Leone Com-
pany were about to become the general
difturbers of the peace, by changing the
cuftoms of Africa; that they intended to
ulurp the power of the chiefs, and, in the
end, to drive them from their own territory ;
and, in particular, it feems to have been re-
ported every where, to be one immediate

Obj e&t
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object of the Company, to encourage flaves
of all defcriptions to run away from their
mafters, by offering them an afylum in the
fettlement. It is obvious that this impedi-
ment to a good underftanding with the chiefs,
is to be confidered as merely temporary.

Such are the obftacles which might have
been naturally expected to oppofe, and which
have in fact more or lefs oppofed, every at-
tempt made by the Company to intereft the
African chiefs in plans of civilization and in-
duftry. - They are obftacles however, which,
though many of them ftill operate with the
natives in general, have been overcome in
feveral individual inftances, as the DireGtors
will have the fatisfaétion of fhewing.

The circumftances which have enabled the
Company' occafionally to prevail over fo
many formidable hindrances are not difficult
to be explained. It may be remarked in the
firft place, that there are a few natives of
fome confequence in Africa, who, though
they owe their rife to the Slave Trade, never
carried it on to any great extent themfelves,
but are the {fucceflors of deceafed flave-traders,
and are growing now lefs and lefs difpofed
to pufh that dangerous and bloody traffic,
by which their property has been acquired.
This is one defcription of chiefs from among
whom the Company may be expeted to
make profelytes. To thefe may be added as
many other {lave-traders, or chiefs, (and they
are likely to amount, in courle of time, to

no
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no {mall number in the whole) who may
happen to be thrown into fome diftrefs
through the Slave Trade; who may lofe a
near relation or a friend through this traffic;
or poflibly having been redeemed from a
flave-thip themfelves, may become affected
by the confideration of having narrowly
elcaped that fate to which they are in the
habit of configning others. Circumftances
have already occurred at Sierra Leone, which
have led the Dire@ors to expect that {fome
converts to the caufe of the Company may,
from time to time, be gained from perfons
coming under this defeription.  Again, there
may be other Africans who may be induced,
partly at leaft by higher principles, to favour
the Company; who may be led, in fome
meafure, ferionfly to contemplate the miferies
which the Slave Trade has brought upon
their unhappy country, and may be prevailed
upon, if a fair opening be afforded them, and
the facrifice required of them be not too great,
to become the inftruments of rendering the
place of their own refidence a fcene of order
and peaceful induftry. Laftly, there may
be fome African kings, or chiefs, who, ftruck
with the improvements which they may have
beheld at Freetown, or having been induced
perhaps to vifit England, may return ani-
mated with the defire of imparting the blef-
fings they have witnelled, to their native
country ; who may be induced, poflibly by
embracing Chyiftian principles, to devote

| their
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their lives to the caufe, and may ftand for-
ward as the chief promoters of the Civiliza-
tion of Africa, and the zealous friends of the
Company.

That one or other of the principles al-
Iuded to has atually operated on the minds
of feveral very confiderable chiefs, will be
feen by the recitals which will now be given
to the Court. ;

The Directors will introduce firft, a quo-
tation from the journal of one of their fer-
vants already frequently reforted to, which
will defcribe an interview held with a neigh-
bouring chief, about a year after the inftitution
of the colony.

“ Having received fome intimation of the
“ prejudices againft us fubfifting in the mind
“ of this chief, I began my converfation
“ with obferving, -that I feared our engage-
“ ments at home in the care of our infant
“ colony, might have afforded time for in-
“ terefted men to {pread abroad many re-
« ports to our difadvantage: that it was true
“ we were not friends to the Slave Trade, but
¢ that our plan was peaceably to draw the
¢ natives from it, by fetting before them
« other, {ources of wealth, and opening their
“ eyes to their own true interefts. He was,
“ to a certzin degree, civil and polite in his
¢ replies, but at firft evidently far from
¢« cordial ; he allowed that we had many
¢ enemies, and that he had been a good deal
% alarmed for his property. Ithen explained

“ feveral
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feveral parts of our condu&, which I
found had been grofsly mifreprefented ;
and affured him, in particular, that it was
not in the leaft our purpofe to decoy flaves
from their mafters (as he underftood it was
our principle to do), and that if we did
not feize and deliver them up when they
run away to our fettlement, yet we would
neither willingly fhelter them, nor give
them employment. I offered education at
Sierra Leone to any of his young people,
and hinted that a feminary might be fet
up at his own place of refidence, if he
wifthed it. I then urged him to turn the
labour of his grumettas to the obje& of
cultivation, entering into long calculations
upon it, and proceeded to fet before him
the many advantages he would derive from
having his lands covered with cotton and
coffee, inftead of their being depopulated
as heretofore by the Slave Trade. He
was very inquifitive on this {fubje&, and
appeared rather to approve the plan, ex-
prefling however a doubt whether he
fhould find a market for his produce: I
anfwered, that we would make an agree-
ment to take it off his hands at a certain
price.  The converfation ended by his
obferving that my explanation was fatis-
faGtory, and that he wifhed fuccels to
the Company. I walked afterwards over
fome of the land of this chief, the foil of
which is excellent : cotton grows in great

“ abundance
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“ abundance, and the true indigo is feen 1n
* feveral places.”

The Directors have the fatisfa@ion of add-«
ing, that the difpofition of this perfon to
quit the Slave Trade and betake himfelf to
cultivation, appears, by recent advices, to-
‘have been confiderably ftrengthened ; and
fome meafures are ftated to have been actually
taken by him for this purpofe. The obftacles
which have retarded the adoption of the
fuggeftions made to him by the Company,
have been precifely fuch as might be ex-
pe&ed namely, his outftanding debts, which
it has been found very difficult to get in,
unlefs by accepting flaves in difcharge of
them ; his experience of the profits of the
Slave Trade, by which all his property has
been gained, and his mind of courfe to a
certain degree influenced ; and his temporary
prejudices againft the Company. On the
other hand, the humanity for which this
African is dlﬁmgmfhcd the growing liberality
of his views, and above all perhaps the re-
duétion which there has lately been in the
demand for flaves through the war, as well
as the late failure of mercantile :cedit in this
country, feem at length to have operated on
his mind {o eﬂe&ua]ly, as to turn the balance
in favour of a fyftem of cultivation.

Another obfervation, to the praife of this
refpectable African, feems proper to be added.
It might naturally be prefumed from the cir-

cumflances
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cumftances which have been ftated, that at
the time when he followed the Slave Trade,
he would be likely to exercife as much
humanity as could eafily be made compatible
with the profecution of fuch a commerce ;
and that he would probably therefore confine
his purchafes to {laves fetched from a diftance,
giving prote&ion to the people round him,
even while he was inconfiderately encourag-
ing the atrocities of the interior country.
The truth of this prefumption is eftablifhed
by cenfures caft on him by the flave-traders.
He is the very man (the fucceflor of the
mulatto chief) who was charged by the
Britith flave-captain with having made him
wait {o long for flaves, being afraid to * make
a haul” of his people, as * the fine fellow,”
his predeceflor, ufed to do ; and whofe town
therefore, the Britith captain faid he would
have feized, “if his fhip had been well
manned,” in order to teach this African
trader “a proper degree of fpirit.”  His
want of the due qualifications for the Slave
Trade has been likewife intimated by a
Britifh factor refident in that part; for when
the latter was afked, “ Does the fucceffor of
the mulatto flave-trader take the fame means
of recovering debts (namely, by laying walte
the towns of his debtor) which his prede-
ceflor did ?”’ The anfwer was, * No, be is
oo eafy.” ‘The Direétors find in the journal
fent home, a teftimony from the mouth of a
third Britith fubje&, no lefs to the praife of

M this
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this African, the degree of peace and fecurity
which his mildnefs has introduced into the
country round him, being intimated in words
to the following purport: “ I remember the
“ time (faid this flave-fattor who dwelt on
“ a neighbouring ifland,) when, if I dif-
‘¢ patched a grumetta up the country with
 goods equal in value to one flave, I was
“ fure to have him back with a couple of
flaves in return for them within fix days:.
but it will now take as many weeks to get
the fame number of flaves ; and yet I am
obliged to give more money for my flaves
than ever.”

The Sierra Leone Company owe the fuc-
cefs they have met with, throughout the
diftri¢ they have now been Ipeaking of,
partly to the war, and partly to the remem-
brance of the miferies infli¢ted in the time of
the mulatto flave-trader. They have derived
a fimilar benefit from fome recent experience
of the bitter confequences of the Slave Trade
in the following cafe:

A Mahometan chief has been mentioned,
who redeemed from a flave-fhip three of the
free fettlers from London, and who came
down to the fettlement with the view of ob-
taining the Company’s affiftance, "in the
recovery of a free-boy detained for a debt by
a flave-fador. The following obfervations
made by this Mahometan may properly be
added in this place.

“He
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% He faid, that he had been taught to

look on this fettlement with a jealous eye,

and had therefore hitherto avoided all
intercourfe with us, but that fome recent
misfortunes brought on him by the ma-
chinations of flave-traders, fome of which
he particularized, added to what he had
lately learnt refpefting our conduc, had
made him fufpec the truth of what he had
been ufed to hear concerning us, and that
he was come to have his doubts cleared
up. After fome general converfation, he
applied to me in the moft earneft manner
for my affiftance in the recovery of
Famarah, (a very confiderable and diftin-
guifhed chief, carried off the coaft fome
time fince as a {lave,) who had been his
intimate friend, and for whom he felt
deeply concerned. = He afterwards fpoke
to me of the favourite free-boy, whom he
had juft loft, and by way of inducing me
to exert myfelf in the recovery of thefe
captives, he named his own interference in
the redemption of our free fettlers, for
which he obferved that he had been much
blamed as well as laughed at by the{lave-
traders. Though I could give him little
hope of being able to recover either of
thefe two perfons, through the difliculty
of tracing them, he went away pleafed on
the whole with his vilit. He was par-
ticularly gratified by going with me to fee
the fchools; ¢ If I were a younger man,

M 2 “ faid
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“ faid he, 1 fhould ftay here always; but,

as it is, I fhall fend my children.” He
alfo fpoke of his having been driven,
through the arts of a Britith {flave-trader,
to the neceflity of quitting his native place
of refidence ; but obferved, that he lived
now in a country affording fome produce,
which he fhould be happy to colle& for
us. I was much interefted both by the
converfation and manners of this vifitor,
who is about {ixty years old, of a good
appearance, with much benevolence in his
countenance. His mind, which is na-
turally fagacious, being now bowed down

by his misfortunes, is more open to re-

ceive impreflions unfavourable to the Slave

Trade than that of moft of his country-

men, and I truft we fhall attach him to
»

us.

The DireGtors will next add a very en-

couraging account of an interview with
another chief.
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“ 1 waited on the chief of this river, who
is a perfon of confiderable confequence;
for though there are three kings in the
neighbourhood, he is faid to poflefs a
powerful influence over them, and to have
had the nomination of them all. I was
furprifed by the appearance of a man about
ninety years old, flill fenfible and altive.
I acquainted him with the motives of my
vifit, and the general principles of the
Sierra Leone Company. ke entered very

“ readily
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readily into our views, aflured me that he
would take our traders under his protec-
tion, and alfo favour us in refpe@ to the
cuftoms of his river: he promifed to fend
one of his boys to the fettlement for edu-
cation, and exprefled an intention of vifit-
ing it himfelf in the enfuing dry feafon.
He alfo offered prote&tion to a miflionary,
or {choolmafter, if we would fend him
one, and faid he would take care to make
his fituation comfortable, I have met with
no one of the natives more liberal in his
views, or more clear in his ideas and manner
of converfation. He has divefted himfelf
wonderfully ‘of all the African prejudices,
ridicules without fcruple the fuperftition of
his countrymen, and particularly inveighs
againft the cuftom of facrificing to the
devil, who, faid he, ¢ muft be himfelf a
creature of God.” Although occafionally
engaged in the Slave Trade, he {eems to
rejoice in the profpe@ of its abolition.
Some years ago his town was deftroyed by
the mulatto flave-trader, and many of his
people were carried into eaptivity ; he {till
waits an opportunity of revenging himfelf,
——We have fuggefted to him the follow-
ing propofition ; that he fhould build on
an ifland of his a houfe for a falory, and
a rice-houfe, vefting in us the right of
pofleflion, and that he fhould furnifh to a
planter, whom we might fend thither,
labourers enough to clear and plant the

M 3 “ whole
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whole of the ifland. T think it is likely
that our propofal will be complied with,
and that a magazine may confequently be
eftablithed for the produce of the neigh-
bouring country, which is very rich, a-
bounding with rice, ftock, and camwood.
If a {choolmafter, or miflionary, fhould
fettle on the fpot propofed for the planta-
tion, he would of courfe find a confider-
able population around it, provided the
cultivation fhould be carried on with {pirit ;
and he would alfo be within one or two
hours diftance of feveral of the moft popu-
lous villages in thefe parts, to which he
might occafionally migrate.”

A very favourable {pecimen of the African

charalter, and a moft pleafing proof of the
praclicability of introducing various Euro-
pean improvements into that continent, are
afforded by the following incident :

13
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“ A fhip of ours arrived lately from the
river Gambia, with five natives in her;
one of them, of the name of Cuddy, is a
chief, and principal trader refiding there ;
his figure and appearance are very pre-
poflefling and fingular; he is well made,
and about f{ix feet three inches high : his
manners are civil and unconftrained, and
his face is the pi¢ture of benevolence. He
is at the fame time modeft and diffident,
and afraid of faying a word by which he
may offend againft the truth. He was
drefled after the fathion of his country,

“ and
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and was uncommonly neat and clean, but
defpifed finery. He has rifen much in
my efteem during the fourteen days which
he has juft been pafling in my houle, and
all the officers of the Company, as well as
the fettlers, have been uncommouly pleafed
with him. The circumftance in his cha-
ratter which gratified me the moft, was,
that whatever he faw, he feemed to con-
template chiefly with the view of turning
it to the advantage of his country. He
has been ufing the greateft afliduity to
prevail on fome of the Nova Scotia fettlers
to accompany him back to the Gambia,
in order that they may inftru& his country-
men in their arts; and has fucceeded in
procuring a good carpenter to go with
him, who is to build him a houfe, and
make him fome ploughs and utenfils for
hufbandry.  The carpenter underftands
making looms alfo, and Cuddy has it much
at heart to introduce a broad loom among
his people. He has perfuaded another
man to embark with him, who under-
ftands ploughing, and can make fhingles,
and other ufeful articles. Cuddy having
long entertained a predilection for the
Company, has always fhewn great kind-
nefs to their fervants, when they have
been in the Gambia, and he has built a
little town on the floop fide of that river,
to which he has given the name of Sierra
Leone. Being curious in natural pro-

M 4 ¢ dultions,
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“ duéions, he thewed to our botanift feve-
“ ral plants growing here which are ufeful
“ in dying, and in particular a tree which
“ is ufed in the Gambia for making the
‘¢ indigo more durable.”

The Directors will in the next place treat
more particularly of the interior country.
The chief information which they fhall offer
on this fubject, will be comprized in a nar-
rative of a journey lately undertaken into a
large neighbouring kingdom by two of the
Company’s fervants.*  The Direftors have
not introduced into the preceding parts of
this Report any article of intelligence gained
in this expedition, fince they conceived it to
be defirable that all the chief circumftances
relating to it {hould be prefented at one view
to the Couit. '

Information having been brought to the
Governor and Council by fome natives of

* It may be proper to remark, that the account of this
expedition, as well as a variety of other matter introduced into
this and the preceding chapter, was not inferted in the Report
read to the Proprictors. Advices from Sierra Leone, dated
the 6th of September, 1794, had been received at the time of
fending the prefent Report to the prefs, which have furnithed
much additional intelligence. Thefe recent accounts are in almolt
every refpeét more fovourable than any which had preceded :
they convey, neverthelefs, information of a difturbance having
arifen in the colony, through the violence of fome of the moft
difaffefted and mifchievous of the Nova Scotians ; but the ring-
leader? having been taken up, or having left the fettlement,
and the utmoll tranquillity prevailing at the time when the laii
difpatches came away, which were dated feven or eight weels
fubfequent to the tumult, the government appear to be fully
perfuaded that there is no reafonto apprehend any permanen
or material ill confequences.

the
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the Foulah couintry, that the king of the
Foulahs, a large and powerful nation, § to
the north-eaft of Sierra Leone, had exprefied
a defire to form an intercourfe with the co-
lony, two gentlemen in the Company’s fer-
vice T offered to make an attempt to pene-
trate through a large, and as yet unknown
tract of country, to his capital. They ac-
cordingly failed to the river Rionunes, which
is to the north of Sierra Leone, obtained the
neceflary interpreters and guides at the town
of Kocundy, which lies a confiderable way up
the river, and then fet out on foot in a party
of about twenty perfons. They mention,
with much thankfulnefs, their obligations to
fome flave-traders in the neighbourhood of
Kocundy, and in particular to a mulatto
trader, who was of confiderable ufe to them
in their fetting out.

It appeared in a fhort time after their leav-
ing the Rionunes, that a confiderable inter-
courfe f{ubfifted between the interior country
and the upper parts of the river; for no lefs
than five or fix hundred Foulahs were often
feen in one day, carrying great loads of rice
and ivory on their backs, which they were
about to exchange for falt. The travellers

§ There appear to be feveral independent tribes or nations
of Foulahs in Africa, of which this is probably one of the
motit confiderable.

{ The Perfons who made this expedition were Mr. James
Watt, already fpoken of, and Mr. Winterbottom, brother to
Dr, Winterbottom, the phyfician to the colony.

found
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found as they went forward, a number of
fucceflive towns, diftant in general fix, eight,
or ten miles from each other, in which they
were always moft hofpitably received ; the
utmoft fatisfaction as well as furprize being
exprefled at the appearance of white men, of
whom none had ever been feen even at the
diftance of a few days journey from the coatt.
After travelling for fixteen days, through a
country barren in many parts but fruitful in
others, and remarkably full of cattle, and after
pafling two or three fmall rivers, one of which
was {aid to empty itfelf into the river Gambia,
they arrived at the town of Laby, which is
diftant about two hundred miles, almoft di-
rectly eaftward or inland, from that part of
the river Rionunes from which they fet out.
on foot. Here they fpent three or four days,
being moft cordially received by the chief or
king of the place, who is fubordinate to the
king of the Foulahs. I.aby is about two
miles and a half in circumference, and is
fuppofed to contain not lefs than five thou-
fand inhabitants: the ftate of civilization is
much the fame here as in the farther part,
which will be defcribed fhortly. From Laby
they proceeded towards the capital of the
Foulah kingdom, called Teembo, which is
feventy-two miles further inland, and having
experienced every where the fame hofpitality,
they arrived there in the courfe of another
- week.
During fourteen days which they pafled
in
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in the capital, they had many converfations,
through the medium of interpreters, both
with the king and with a perfon who aéts as
deputy to the king in his abfence, and with
many other principal perfons. It appears
that the country fubje&t to the king of the
Foulahs, is about three hundred and fifty
miles in length, from eaft to weft, and about
two hundred miles in breadth, from north
to fouth; and that the king exercifes a
very arbitrary power, both in refpect to the
punithment of offences, and many other
points, and, in particular, that he opens and
thuts up the markets and channecls of trade
jult as he pleafes. The town of Teembo
. 18 fuppofed to contain about feven thou-
{fand inhabitants, and the fuperiority of the
people of all thefe interior parts, to thofe
on the coaft, is great, in moft branches of
civilization. The houfes here and at Laby,
as well as at fome other places, are occafion-
ally fpoken of in the journals from which
this narrative is taken, as very good. The
{ilver ornaments worn by fome of the chief
women, are faid to be equal in value to 20l.
There are people at Laby and at Teembo,
who work in iron, in filver, in wood, and
in leather, and there is a manufacture of
narrow cloths. The chief men are furnifhed
with books, of which the fubject is generally
gither divinity or law; and the art of reading
is common over the country, there being
fchools for the inftruction of children eftablifh-

ed



( 188 )

ed in almoft every town. Horfes are com-
monly ufed by the chief people, who are faid
to ride out often for their amufement, and a
fpecies of horfe-race or courfing occurred, at
which the king invited the two ftrangers to
attend. ~ The {oil is generally ftony ; much
of it is pafture; rice is cultivated in fome
parts, chiefly by the labour of the women,
the men, a great proportion of whom are
flaves, carrying away the produce on their
backs. About one-third of the country is
faid to be extremely fertile; the foil is dry,
and the climate is thought very good. The
nights and mornings were fometimes cold,
and the thermometer was once as low as ;I
at half paft five in the morning, but it rofe
to near go at noon. The profefled religion
of the country is Mahometanifm, and there
are many mofques; but neither the priefts
nor people appear to have much bigotry
in their minds, though they do not fail to
obferve the Mahometan ceremonies, praying
five times a day. The punifhments which
the king inflicts are fevere, efpecially in the
cafe of difrefpeét fhewn to his own autho-
rity ; but it appears that no Foulahs are ever
fold as flaves either for debts or crimes, and
Kidnapping {eldom oceurs, being probably
not very practicable in the heart of the
country. The Foulahs however have been
ufed, tll lately, to carry on a very confider-
able Slave Trade by means of their wars;
for they go to war avowedly for the purpofe

of
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of getting {laves, one of the tenets of their
religion, which permits them to deftroy all
whom they term infidels (a term which feems
to include all their neighbours), affording
them a convenient apology for every exercile
of this horrible injuftice. The fervants of
the Company appear to have loft no oppor-
tunity of inveighing againft the wickednefs of
thefe wars, and of inculcating the principles
which govern the Sierra Leone Company on
the minds both of the king, the chief priefts,
and other principal perfons, as the following
paflages from one of the journals will {fufh-
ciently prove.
“ In the morning I had a vifit from the
deputy king, who told me with a degree
of opennefs which fhocked me, that the
fole object of their wars was to procure
flaves, as they could not obtain the Euro-
pean goods they wanted. without {laves,
and they could not get flaves without fight-
ing for them. I mentioned rice, ivory,
and cattle, but he anfwered that they could
not obtain a {ufficient fupply of the articles
they moft needed, in return for produce,
‘¢ fince the factories would not furnifh them
“ with guns, powder, and cloth, which they
confidered as the chief neceflaries, for any
thing except flaves. I told him, that by
following a trade in produce, they might
become rich without going to war for
flaves, a thing which muft certainly be
very offenfive to that God to whom they
‘“ prayed
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prayed five times a day. “ But thefe peo-
ple on whom we make war, returned he,
never pray to God: we do not go to war
with people who give God Almighty fer-
vice.”
In an interview with the king himfelf the

following converfation occurred :
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“ After having ftated the views of the
Sierra Leone Company, I took the liberty
of remarking how wicked it was for one
nation to deftroy another. If thefe people,
faid I, have not fo much knowledge as
you have, you fhould endeavour to in-
ftru@ them. There were prefent befides
the king, the head prieft and the chief
minifter, and they all fuffered me to pro-
ceed without interruption ; I was furprized
at their attention ; they all acknowledged
the truth of what I faid, and the king ob-
ferved, that if he could get guns and pow-
der and every thing eife he wanted, for
ivory, rice, and cattle, he would foon have
done with the Slave Trade. I told him,
that if once the people of Africa knew.the
Sierra Leone Company perfeétly, I was
fure the wars would ceafe, and the nations
of Africa would be at peace with their
neighbours.  They all faid, they believed
fo too.”

The following is the fubftance of a con-

verfation which occurred the day after:

“

¢ I waited on a head-man who had defired
to fee me: I found him writing, but he
“ quickly
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quickly laid afide his work. = I had much
converfation with him fimilar to that which
I held with the king the night befere. He
defended for fome time their religious wars,
but at laft rather yielded, admitting that
they muft be difpleafing to God: he ftill
faid, however, that their book defired them
to make war on every nation who would
not do God fervice. I replied, that there
might be many good things in their book,
but that I was fure that paflage had been
put in by the devil. God was fo good
and merciful himfelf, that he muft hate
every one that was {o cruel as to deftroy
his fellow creatures. The head-man did
not hefitate to fay, that if the Foulahs

.could get the articles they wanted without

going to war, he would then believe that
going to war was offenfive to God ; but,
faid he, if we cannot get thefe things
without going to war for them, God then
cannot be angry with us for going to war,
efpecially as it is o in our book.™

One other circumftance refpeting the Slave

Trade, more lamentable than any which the
Directors have yet mentioned, muft be added
in this place. 'The deputy of the king, after
ftating that the wars of the Foulahs were
undertaken folely for the purpofe of getting
laves, faid alfo, * that the old men and old

113
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women who were captured in thefe wars,
and who were known to be unfaleable, were

“ put to death.”” 'Thefe are the words ufed

in
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in the journal of * one of the Company’s
fervants ; the journal of the other reprefents
the deputy of the king as faying, that the
Foulahs ““ eut the throats” of the older cap-
tives, and it proceeds to mention, that when
the cruelty of the pratice was inveighed
againft, he replied, that it was not [o cruel
as letting the old people ftarve to death, ad-
ding alfo, that the nations on which they
made war, would net feruple to do the fame.

That this enormous effufion of blued is
another evil, in addition to thole before enu-
merated, which is diretly chargeable on the
Slave Trade, the feveral quotations now given
feem completely and diftinétly to prove ; and
on the -other hand, that no {imilar effufion of
blood can be fuppofed to happen, even among
the fame people, in the cafe of able-bodied
flaves returned or withheld for want of 'a
market, the recital of the following circum-
ftances will thew no lefs indifputably.

It has been already noticed, that by the
breaking out of the war with France, a very
great and fudden check was given to the
Slave Trade on the coaft. It appears from the
journals of this expedition, that the influence
of the European war was no lefs ftrongly felt
in thefe interior regions. The wars of Teem-
bo ceafed about this period: the price of
flaves at the fea-fide, fell from 160 to 120
bars, The king of the Foulahs in order to

= Mr, Watt,
bring
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bring the f{lave-traders to terms, forbade all
his fubjeéts to carry flaves to the coaft, until
160 bars fhould again be offered, and the
confequence of the flaves having been thus
withheld (a few fmuggled ones excepted) is
ftated in the journal to be, that the Foulah
country had become full of them.*

It has been mentioned in one part of the
preceding body of information concerning
the Slave Trade, that the Foulahs (who were
at the fame time alfo ftated to be known to
go to war for flaves) were often kidnapped
before they could return from carrying their
captives down to the factories, by the free-
booters who infeft the coaft. This intelli-
gence is confirmed by the following incident,
which, however, is not the only one occur-
ring in this journey that might ferve to
eftablifh the fame point.

An old man called on the travellers when
they were at Teembo, and begged them to
make inquiry after his fon, who with fix
others, fome of them relations of the king,
had been feized in returning from the river
Riopongas, about four years ago. They
had been fold to the Britith flave-fattor at
the Ifles de Los, and immediately fhipped off,
one only excepted, to the Weft Indies: by
the Foulah king’s interference this one was
recovered : the old man faid, there was no
ranfom that he fhould not be willing to pay

* The journal indicates, though not very diftin&tly, that
they were put to work.

N for
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for his fon.¥ The writer of the journal adds,
¢ T aflured him, that the Governor of Sierra
“ Leone would feel almoft as much pleafure
“ in reftoring his fon, as the father himfelf
“ could feel in feeing him return, and that
we fhould fpare no pains in inquiring after
him. At hearing me fay this, the old man’s
eyes gliftened, and he left me, blefling both
the governor and myfelf, aml afluring me
that he thould pray for me.”
The DireCtors have the fatisfa&tion of ob-
ferving, that the two travellers appear boch
by the propnct} and confiftency of their own
condud, and by the public declarations which
they made of the principles which governed
the condué of the Sierra Leone Company, to

have ingratiated themnfelves much with the
" natives, and to have peculiarly poffeffed them-
felves of the confidence of the chief people.
The king being afked whether he fhould be
- willing to encourage any Furopean, to fettle
near him with a view to cultivation, readily
anfwered, that he would furnifh him with
land, and cattle, and men for the purpofe.
Much converfation pafled at different times
concerning the introduction of the plough,
of which no one had ever heard in the Fou-
lah country. The king of Laby offered to
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* Two of the perfons fold are faid to have berne the name
of Omar, another is called Hamadoo, and another Bubarcarrie ;
two others are mentioned under the name of Hamodoo, one of
whom was the fon of this old man. 7The Direftors have intro-
duced their names with a view of promoting their redemption.

fend
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fend a fon to England for education, and a
principal prieft exprefled fome willingnefs to
do the fame. Diligent inquiry was made
-both at Laby and Teembo, concerning the
route to Tombuctoo, a town in the heart of
Africa, fuppofed to be of the firft magnitude,
to which {fome adventurers from the Afloci-
“ation inftituted for promoting Difcoveries in
the interior of Africa, have attempted to
penetrate. It was faid at Laby that a free
communication {ubfifted with Tombué&oo, of
which the diftance however was defcribed to
be no lefs than a four months journey ; fix
kingdoms intervening between the country of
the Foulah king and that of the king of Tom-
buctoo.* The kingdom of Genah, the near-
eft of the fix to Tombuftoo, and that of
Tombu&oo itfelf, were {poken of as richer
than any of the others that were named.
The city of Cathna feems alfo to have been
known at Laby, but the route thither was
defcribed as hazardous.

On leaving Teembo, the Company’s fer«
vants thought proper to return by a different
and rather more dangerous path ; they were
efcorted however by a large body of Foulahs,
fent at the command of the king; the num-
ber of thele amounting, during part of the jour-
ney,to no lefs than five or fix hundred. When
this body of people arrived on the borders of

* The neareft to the Foulah kingdom is Belia, the fecond
Bouria, the third Manda, the fourth Segoo, the fifth Soa-
{fundoo, the fixth Genah,
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the Sufee country, which it was neceffary for
the travellers to crofs in order to reach the fea
by this path, a fufpicion arofe on the part of
the Sufees, that the Foulahs were come to
make war againft them, under the pretext of
condu&ing white men to the coaft ; on which
occafion the Foulahs exhibited to the Sufees
fome goods and flaves which they had with
them, as a proof that they could have no de-
fign of making war, and fucceeded in remov-
ing the fufpicion ; infomuch that it was deter-
mined at a meeting of Sufee chiefs, held in
a neighbouring town of the Sufees, not only
that the travellers, and the party with them
who wifhed to proceed to Sierra Leone,
fhould be permitted to pafs, but alfo that the
path through the Sufee country, which for-
mer wars had fhut, thould become perma-
nently open.

Four or five confiderable perfons from the
Foulah king, and from other kings and
chiefs, together with their fuite, came down
to Freetown with the white travellers and
pafled a few days there, arranged fome plans
with a view to a commercial intercourfe, and
returned full of admiration of what they had
feen, and gratified in the higheft degree by
their vifit. It has fince been learnt that the
Foulahs who came on this embafly, have got
back to the borders of the Foulah kingdom,
where their countrymen who came to meet
them were {o much interefted at the firft re-
cital of what had been heard and feen at Sierra

Leone,
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Leone, that the party were kept together in
converfation till day-break.

The fuccefs attending the journey which
has been juft defcribed, has encouraged the
idea of another and more important enter-
prize, upon which one of the travellers into
the Foulah country, and another perfofi in
the fervice of the Company, were, according
to the laft accounts, likely foon to enter.
Their main obje& will be to penetrate to
Tombuéctoo, and the route taken will pro-
bably be that of the Foulah country. If the
travellers fhould reach Tombuétoo, it will
depend on the information which they will
there receive, whether they fhall trace back
their fteps fouthward to Teembo and Sierra
Leone, or fhall return direétly weftward to-
wards the Gambia, or attempt to pafs on
through the middle of the continent of Africa,
to the Mediterranean.

The Dire&tors have had the fatisfation of
learning, not only that wars have ceafed in
the parts near to Sierra Leone, fince the ftag-
nation of the demand for {laves; but that
diftant places on the coaft, having felt the
{fame declenfion of the Slave Trade, have alfo
enjoyed an unufual degree of peace. The
very refpetable and intelligent native of the
name of Cuddy, from the diftant river Gam-
bia, mentioned, when he was at Freetown,
that there were no longer any wars in any
part of his neighbourbood, and that the few

: N 3 flaves
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flaves fold there, the number of whom was
diminithing daily, came from the remote
country of Gallam. He is faid to have added
the following words : “ What fhould a man
% go to war for now? There is nothing to
‘¢ make people go to war: no price for {laves
¢ —no fhip to take them—no goods to give
“ for them! Suppofe fhips come plenty,
“ aye, then people go to war again! ”

The declenfion of the Slave Trade in the
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, appears from
many proofs to have been very great. The
Governor and Council fuppofe, that not more
than one-fifth of the ufual number of f{laves
are now carried off’ the adjacent Coaft. The
French flave-factory near brectown has been
already mentioned to be relinquifhed, and an
individual Britith flave-factor has been alfo
ftated to have removed himfelf from Sierra
Leone river. One of the chief neighbouring
fatories, fituated in the Iles de Los, is on the
point of being given up alfo. The flave-
factory of Bance Ifland, the only one remain-
ing either in the river Sierra Leone or in its
immediate neighbourhood, is thought to
apply itfelf more than formerly to the col-
leftion of produce, having alfo fet on foot a
cotton plantation, worked by native labour-
ers, a meafure which the inftitution of the
Sierra Leone Company appears to have fug-
gefted. A flave-factor, of the name of
Wilkinfon, has declared that he will quit the
trade, and has afked leave to transfer his

p!‘OpCTty
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property (amounting to about two thoufand
pounds) to Freetown, offering to conform
him{elf to all the laws of the colony, if he
thould be permitted to fettle there. *

The Governor and Council appear to have
taken fome pains in inquiring what has been
done with the {laves who have either been
withheld or returned through the want of
purchafers, and what would be likely to be
their fate on a total abolition of the Slave
Trade. A refpectable chief from Port Logo,
an upper branch of the Sierra Leone river,
being afked whether refufed prifoners were
killed, he anfwered, ¢ No, that is never
done in Port Logo; we carry them home
and make them work.”=—— ¢ But will they
not run away {'— If they do, we.can’t
help that, we can’t kill them. If a man is
too old to fell, ke is too old to do you harm ;
what fhould you kill him for ?”—— ¢ Did
you ever fee any refufed flaves killed ?”’——
“ Noj; I am an old man, but I never faw
that: if they do that in another country I
don’t know that.”

““ Two other intelligent native traders,
from the interior country, mentioned the
great number of flaves now on the coalt
waiting for purchafers, and faid they were
at that time kept confined: they named
one trader who had no lefs than two hun-

“ dred in his poffeflion. On being afked
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* This perfon is fince dead.
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why they were not employed in cutting
wood, planting rice, or fome other em-
ployment, he replied, that there might be
danger of infurrection from fo many being
employed all together, and that they muft
therefore firft be difperfed ; befides, there
had been no encouragement to cut cam-
wood : they could not tell what our com-
mercial agent, who was gone down the
coaft, might be able to effeét in this re-
fpet. If the Slave Trade were to continue
at a ftand, they obferved, that no more
flaves would come from the bufh (or in-
terior country) and, indeed, that few came
now. They faid that the flaves would
certainly not be put to death, for that no-
body was ever put to death except in war
or for crimes.”

“ A white factor alfo is named, who gave
information, that fcarce any flaves have
been bought for the {pace of a year in that
part of Africa which lies between Cape
Vergo and Cape Mount, on account of
the traders on the Coaft having infifted
that the price thould be reduced about ten
or twelve pounds. He ftated alfo, that
the natives, exafperated by the fudden
lowering of the terms, had lately withheld
their flaves entirely, and had employed
them, particularly in the Sufee and Man-
dingo couptries, in the culture of rice.”

The
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The Directors will now add fome obfer-
v.tions on the general charater of the na-
tives ; and they will introduce in the fequel
fome fa@s which will fhew their friendly
difpofitions towards the Company, and alfo
their capacity for inftru&ion.

The account which has been given of
{feveral natives who have been peculiarly in-
ftrumental in forwarding the views of the
Company, ought by no means to be con-
fidered as affording a fample of the common
charadter of their countrymen. The natives
of Africa, fo far as the Dire&ors have had an
opportunity of judging, are, in general,
fuperftitious in the higheft degree ; they be-
lieve in witchcraft, incantations, and charms,
and they are hereby fubjected to grofs impo-
{itions, and are alfo led to the praftice of
many alls of cruelty, as well as of injuftice :
fome of them add a number of Mahometan,
or other fuperftitions, to their own, which
they learn chiefly from travelling priefts of
the Mahometan perfuafion, who abound in
Africa, and make a trade of felling charms.
The natives of Sierra Leone, and all the ad-
jacent parts, offer occafional facrifices to the
devil.  They believe in a God, but they
appear to render him no ftated worfhip ; and
though they entertain fome vague notions of
a future ftate, their faith feems to have very
little influence on their practice. Polygamy
is every where common, and the {pirit of re-
taliation and revenge may be confidered as

univerfal
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univerfal.  Oue of the moft refpe@able and
enlightened of the chiefs already mentioned,
was [aid to be waiting for an opportunity of
vevenging an injury which he had received
many years before, not from the man him-
felf on whom he meant to wreak his ven-
geance, but from the predeceflor of this per-
fon. It may be remarked of another in-
dividual, the moft amiable perhaps of all the
charaters met with in the Foulah country,
that after much converfation on the Chriftian
religion, in the courfe of which he allowed
it to be good in many refpects, he exprefsly
objected to the doctrine of the forgivenefs of
injuries, on the ground of its being a virtue
not to be attained by man, and therefore not
to be required of him. 'There are many va-
rieties of national charater among the Afri-
cans, fome nations appearing to be more
crafty, and fome more uncivilized and favage,
than others: nor can the diftintions among
them be traced in all cafes, either to the Slave
Trade or to any local circumftances. The
{uperiority of the natives of the Foulah coun-
try, and their great hofpitality to flrangers,
have already fufficiently appeared ; and on
the other hand, it may be remarked, that the
natives of the coaft in general, but particularly
thofe who live near the flave-fattories, are
much given to liquor, are fufpicious of white
men, crafty, and deceitful, as well as {avage
and ferocious : they are faid likewife to be
fellith, unreafonable, and encroaching,

In
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In favour of the Africans it may be ob-
ferved, that they are in gc_nu'al fenfible of
benefits received, and grateful for them;
that they have wmuch natural afleCtion and
feeling ; that though occalionally violent they
are not unmanageable ; and that the energleq
of their mind (which fome accounts given of
the cutting off of flave-thips have “htad}f
thewn to be very ftrong), though turned as
yet to wrong objecks, are capable no doubt
of receiving a better direclion. It may be
added, that the Africans appear to be eager
for knowledge, as well as religious improve-
ment, and readily invite the teachers of
Chriftianity ; but this readinefs, though it af-
fords ample encouragement to the miflionary,
is obvioully to be referred rather to a general
principle of emulation and ambition, than to
any approbation of the Chriftian do&rines,
of which the natives are as yet ignorant.
They appear to admit the wickednels of the
Slave Trade, as much as they do that of any
other criminal practice, purfuing the traffic
for the fake of its profits, contrary to fome
glimmering light of their confcience, if not
in diret defiance of their conviftions.

A few quotations fhall here be given, illuf-
trating certain points in their chara&er which
have been fpoken of.

It has been mentioned in an early part of
this Report, that a charge of having caufed
the death of the late king Naimbanna’s fon
was brought againfl the captain of the Com-

pany’s
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pany’s fhip who carried him over, in confe-
quence of the groundlefs fuggeftion of a
black. The following is a brief account of
the ‘circumftances attending this injurious
charge. 'The black from whofe fuggeftion it
originated, had croffed the fea in the fame
thip with king Naimbanna’s fon, and had
been offended during the paflage, by the
captain’s urging him to do duty as a failor ;
he had alfo feen the eaptain give fome medi-
cine to the patient, which was followed by a
trifling ficknefs of ftomach. It is fuppofed
that his ill will may have therefore prompted
him to form fome fufpicions to the prejudice
of the captain, which were rafhly commu-
nicated after his arrival at Sierra Leone to the
relations of the deceafed. Incantations were
immediately reforted to, as the means of
afcertaining whether the charge fuppofed to
lie againft the captain was founded or not.
The dead body was given into the hands of
a {kilful necromancer, and being placed in
an ere& pofture, it was fucceffively afked,
Whether the Sierra Leone Company —
whether the governor—whether the phy-
fician—whether a fervant of the Company
who attended the patient, had caufed his
death. The corpfe continuing motionlefs, it
was then afked, whether the captain of the
{hip was the guilty perfon, on which the
body is faid to have given a nod of affent. A
threatening letter was now written -in the
name of the relations, to the Governor and

Council,
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Council, in which compenfation was afked
for the murder, but it was handfomely in-
timated, that it was not the Company them-
felves, but fome of the flave-captains who
were fuppofed to have inftigated the Com-
pany’s fervant to put the fon of the king of
Sierra Leone to death. The Governor and
Council did not fail to refift the claim made
upon them, but they were obliged to permit
the calling of a palaver, at which a great
concourfe of armed natives attended. The
debate was opened with great folemnity in
the name of the mother of the deceafed, by
a neighbouring chief, who delivered himfelf
in the Timmany language, ftopping to let
each fentence be interpreted as he went on.
His fpeech was nearly as follows :—That the
queen (the mother of the deceafed) had no
palaver againft the Company, had no palaver
againft the governor, had no palaver againft
{everal others who one by one were named ;
but that the queen had a palaver againft the
captain of the fhip, becaufe he had poifoned
her fon with a cup of tea while he was at
fea; that the queen demanded thercfore the
payment of 600 bars (near 10ol.) which
muft be fent her immediately, and on this
condition the would drop her intention of
making war againft the Company, and that
the palaver would then be ended. It was
added, that if the captain fhould prefume to
deny the crime now fo clearly proved againft
him, he muft be fent up to the town of the

queen,
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queen, in order to ftand his trial by drinking
red water,* according to the known laws of
the Timmany country. The captain who
was ftanding by, evidently felt fome emotion
at hearing the laft article of the demand ; but
a burlt of laughter arifing at this moment
among the natives who ftood round, made it
fufficiently plain that they did not at all ex-
pe@ the captain’s compliance. 'The Gover-
nor and Council infifted on calling evidence
on the fpot to remove the fufpicion. The
black who had firft excited it was brought
forward, and explained away all his former
infinuations ; the innocence of the captain
was eftablithed by many other witnefles, and
the natives became evidently afthamed of
their condué ; and on the following day the
queen herfelf came down to Freetown, pro--
feffed the utmoft contidence in the Governor
and Council, and defired them to take another
{on under their protection. 4+

It

* It has been already noticed, that this trial of red water
confifts in making the fufpefted perfon drink a quantity of
water with an infufion in it, which is fuppofed to be of a poifon-
ous kind, If the unhappy obje& of fulpicion is affeCted, as he
often is, in a manner which the natives confider to be an im-
plication of guilt, kis bruins are knocked out on the fpot; it
often happens however that he dies, as in the inftance before
mentioned, of the immediate effects of the poifon ; in either of
thefe cafes all his family are fold as flaves, Natives of the
higher clafs are faid frequently to furvive thefe trials, and it
is fuppofed that they find means to prevent the poifonous in-
gredient from being put into the water.

+ The Diretors wilh not to fail in acknowledging any in-
flance of friendly condut in the flave-fatories towards the
Company ;
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It is not eafy to conceive how their imagi-
nation has been filled with extravagancies of
the moft weak and ridiculous kind. A notion
is entertained that one of the iflands in the
river would fink under water, if the king of
the neighbouring fhore were to fet his foot
upon it. Another little ifland higher up the
ftream, is fuppofed to be the habitation of a
legion of devils, and if any man fhould at-
tempt to carry off from it the leaf of a tree,
it is held, that his boat would infallibly
fink in coming away, and that he would be
drowned. :

The following quotation prefents a la-
mentable picture of extraordinary fuperftition
and ignorance in the head-man of a neigh-
bouring town.
¢ I waited on this perfon and found him
at dinner, a king (or chief) of the upper
country being at the table with him, and
alfo a Mahometan prieft, whom he and
the other chiefs of the parts adjacent are
now employing in making grigris (or
charms), and in aflifting at their facrifices
“ to the devil. After dinner the head-man
“ produced his mafs book, and prayed for
“ fome time with feeming devotion; he ex-
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Company ; they are therefore defirous of remarking, that on
the occafion of this injurious charge againft their Captain, they
were befriended by the Agent of the neighbouring Britith
flave-faftory ; and they take this occafion of adding, that they
have in general experienced every civility from the proprietors
of flave-fatteries refident in England,
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prefled great concern that he had not been
able to meet with a Popith confeflor for
{fome years, but he told me of his having
left orders, that as foon as ever he fhould
die, two of his {laves fhould be fent to St.
Jago, in order to urge the Romilh prieft
there, to do every thing that might be
neceflary to {fmooth his way to heaven.
He makes no more doubt of the power of
a regular abfolution, than he does of his
exiftence, and he appears well acquainted
with all the Romifh fuperflitions ; but his
tenets are {trangely difguifed by the union
of thefe with the abfurdities and idolatry
of his own country. He at the fame time
{aid, that he was very anxious to promote
the introduion of the gofpel into Africa,
and offered to engage in any plm that
would promote it ; he propofed to give a
houfe and land to any teacher or {chool-
malfter that we might fend, whom he told
me that he would take under his own pro-
tettion. Amidft all this ignorance, he
thewed a confcioufnefs of the criminality
of the Slave Trade, having {poken to the
following effe&t on that fubje¢t: What
more have I to do with the Slave Trade ;
it is time that I fhould leave it off and {fet-
tle my account with God: I am old and
ought to think only of heaven.”

The feveral fucceeding quotations will con-

firm {fome points already touched upon, and
will very fully fhew the defire of infirution

which
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which prevails among the natives, as well as
the good underftanding which fubfifts be-
tween them and the Company.

A female mulatto has been mentioned, the
miftrefs of a large town in the Mandingo
country, who was once in England, and
who pafled a few days in the fettlement.
¢ She inquired much, when fhe was there,
“ of the ftate of flaves in the Weft Indies,
and was much affeted at hearing that
flavery was not confined to the captives
¢ {ent off from Africa, but defcended alfo to
¢ their children ; fhe added, What muft you
judge of me; you muft think me very
bad, for I have juft been taking two {laves
to_the neighbouring factory, and I have
left them there ; but I wifh I could give
¢ up the trade altogether.”

It appears from fome of the lateft accounts,
that the travellers who went to the Foulah
country, profited much on their return to
Freetown by her civility, their route having
lain through the town of which fhe is mif-
trefs. She has lately been learning the Ara-
bic language, in order to extend her in-
fluence.

“ During the palaver occafioned by the
death of the king’s fon, which was recently
fpoken of, fome of the chiefs who had
come to Freetown on the occalion, were
carried to fee the {chools, and were much
pleafed with an appearance fo novel to
them, as that of three or four hundred

o ¢ children
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“ children engaged at their books. A head-
“ man of fuperior information, began ime
“ mediately to enter into treaty with one of
“ the teachers, wanting him to go up the
“ country to inftru@ the youth of the town
“ over which this head-man prefided.”” Some
other applications almoft exaétly fimilar are
mentioned.

Three or four Nova Scotians are faid to be
fettled up the river, who have large plan-
tations of rice, land having been given them
gratuitoufly by the natives. One of this party
of fettlers is able to read, and a native who
came down to Freetown, is noticed as having
already, through his afliftance, made fome
fmall proficiency in lcarning to read alfo.

The following extract from the official
letter of the Governor and Council, will thew
the meafures taken on their part, with the
view of giving inftruion to the natives, and
alfo the fuccefs which has followed.

“ You will fee by the directions given to
all the maflers of our veflels, that we have
miffed no opportunity of inviting all the
chiefs on the neighbouring coaft, to fend
their fons hither for education, and the
invitation has been wuniformly received
* with expreflions of fatisfa&tion. A chief
*“in the Rio Nunez has already fent his fon
“ hither, and feveral others from different
“ parts only wait the approaching dry fea-
‘¢ {on, to accept of our offers. In the towns
“ belonging to the chiefs in this river, with

“ whom
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*“ whom we are conneted, there are very
“ few children fit to be fent to {chool; the
“ few that are fit, we have now with us,
“ and fome of them make a confiderable
“ proficiency in reading. We have promifes
“ of many maore from the chiefs in the Bunch
“ and Kokelle, (the upper branches of the
 Sierra Leone river), who are to come to
* us in the courfe of the enfuing dry feafon,
“ We had anticipated your advice with re-
““ fpe&t to a fchool at the plantation on the
“ Bulam fhore : one of the teachers has
“ agreed to refide there with his family,
“ both as miffionary and fchoolmafter; and the
‘ cuftom has become already univerfal among
“ the labourers on that fide, to abftain from
“ work on Sunday.” The Dire€ors under-
ftand that there are now in the fchools at
Freetown, about twenty native children in
all, a great proportion of whom are the fons
of chiefs. It has been already noticed, that
more than the fame number of native chil-
dren are under inftru@ion on the Bulam fide
of the river.

The following very unhappy incident is
mentioned with the view of thewing the re-
markable confidence of one of the natives in
the Company :—¢ Soon after the commence-
““ ment of the war, fome fhells which had
““ been fent out, were about to be prepared
¢ for ufe by the afling engineer, who or-
“¢ dered a Nova Scotian working under him,
“ to put them near the fire, in order that

02 ““ they
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they might be dried. The Nova Scotian
having done as he was delired, proceeded
in the abfence of the furveyor (or engineer)
to load them, and a {park having got into
one of them unperceived, the thell burft as
he was filling it, killed him on the {pot,
and alfo killed the fon of a neighbouring
chief, left but a few days before for educa-
tion. The father of the boy was fent for,
who, though affeted, was perfetly re-
figned. Some of his words are faid to be
nearly as follows : ** Gentlemen, he was my
only fon ; |I thought to have had him with
you for his good, but God hath thought
otherwife : I fee it was an accident; I do
not blame you. Be not concerned about
its happening here, had God wifthed him
to live, he would have lived. In order to
fhew you that I feel no ill will on account
of this misfortune, I fhall fend my daughter
to be brought up in your fettlement.”

A proof fhall now be added of the good

underftanding that fubfifts between the natives

and the Company, which cannot fail to afford

peculiar fatisfaction to the proprietors.

113
¢
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“ Two ftrange veflels having appeared in
fight, which were fufpected to be French,
the neighbouring king, or chief, (the fame
perfon who caufed the difperfion of the firft
colony, and alfo fet on foot the palaver
which impeded the former eftablithment of
the prefent) fent a party of men to the af-
fiftance of the Governor and Council, with
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“ a meflage that he was himfelf about to fol-
“ low with a further force, and that if it
“ fhould be IlCLLiT"lI‘Y, he would raife the
“ whole country in the colony’s defence.
‘¢ When it was found that the veflels were
‘¢ friendly, being prizes recently taken from
¢ the French, the natives who had come to
“ Freetown went away faying, Well, your
¢ friends are our friends, and your enemies
“ fhall be our enemies.” The Directors have
the fatisfaction of adding, that the Company
have hitherto been on very friendly terms
with the furrounding natives in general.

To the preceding information received from
Sierra Leone, refpe@ing the general difpofi-
tion of the natives, the Direftors will add
fome obfervations on the character of an indi-
vidual African, who was placed for eighteen
months under their own care in England.

The late J. H. Naimbanna, fon of the
former king of Sierra Leone, when at the
fuppofed age of twenty-four, was induced, by
the fuggeftions of a free black belonging to
the firlt body of fettlers from London, to de-
termine on going over to England, with the
view of acquiring an education ; intending
to commit himfelf to the liberality of an
Englith gentleman, to whom he had heard
that the free black had been indebted for fome
degree of {chooling. He was on the point of
coming to an agreement with the mafter of a
flave-veflel, who was to receive three {laves
as the price of his paffage through the Weft

Q3 Indies
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Indies hither, when a fhip fent out by the
Sierra Leone Company to explore the coun-
try, arrived in Sierra Leone river, Havin
been brought by this veflel to England, he
was placed under the care of two clergymen
fucceflively, who have furnifhed the chief part
of the information concerning him, which
will now be communicated to the Court.

A defire of knowledge was the predominant
feature in his character. His inftructors have
mentioned that he would continually urge
them to prolong the time employed in reading
together. He was alfo forward in declaring
his obligations to every one who would affift
him in the acquifition of ufeful learning ; he
would exprefs regret if he had been led into
any company where the time had pafled away
without improvement; and *vhen it happened
that he was left intirely to himfelf, he would
employ not lefs than eight or ten hours of the
day in reading. Though the difadvantages
ariling from the long negle& of his mental
faculties were apparent, he fhewed figns of
very good natural fenfe; he had alfo a faculty
at diftinguifhing characters ; and his mind, as
might naturally be expected, was ready to re-
ceive impreflions from thofe perfons of whom
he had conceived a good opinion. He had
few advantages of perfon, but he was uncom-
monly pleafling in his behaviour, fhewing
much natural courtefy and even delicacy of
manners ; he was alfo of a kind and affec=
tionate difpofition. He was quick in all his

feelings,
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feelings, and his temper was occaﬁonally
warm, fome degree of jealoufy alfo entering
into his charater: in particular he was indif-
pofed to anfwer queftions put to him by
ftrangers concerning the ftate of his own
country ; for he was apt to fufpedt that they
meant to- draw comparifons between Eng-
land and Sierra Leone, unfavourable to the
chara&er of the latter, and he would there-
fore, on fuch occafions, often turn the con-
verfation, by remarking, that a country fo un-
favourably circumftanced as Sierra Leone had
hitherto been, was not to be fuppofed capable
of having ‘'made any attainments worthy of
being the fubjeét of converfation in Great
Britain, ‘

The following anecdote will fhew flill more
ftrongly the extreme fenfibility which he felt,
when any circumftance arofe which touched
the honour of his country; and it will alfo
explain the grounds of his peculiar jealoufy
on this fubject.

The name of a perfon having been men-
tioned in his prefence, who was underftood
by him to have publicly aflerted fomething
very degrading to the general character of the
Africans, he broke out into fome violent and
vindi@ive language againft this perfon. He
was immediately reminded of the Chriftian
duty of forgiving his enemies, upon which
he anfwered nearly in the following words :
“ If a man, faid he, fhould rob me of my
* money, I can forgive him; if a man {hould

Q4 : ¢ {hoot
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fhoot at me, or try to ftab me, I can for-
give him ; if a man f{hould fell me and all
my family to a flave-fhip, fo that we thould
pafs all the reft of our days in flavery in
the Weft Indies, I can forgive him; but
(added he, rifing from his feat with much
emotion) if a man takes away the charac-
ter of the people of my country, I never
can forgive him.” Being afked why he

would not extend his forgivenefs to thofe who
took away the charalter of his country, he
anfwered, “ If a man fhould try to kill me,
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or thould {ell me and my family for flaves, °
he would do an injury to as many as he
might kill or fell; but if any one takes
away the charaCter of black people, that
man injures black people all over the world ;
and when he has once taken away their
charater, there is nothing which he ma
not do to black people ever after. That
man, for inftance, will beat black men, and
fay, O, it is only a black man, why fhould
not I beat him? That man will make flaves
of black people; for when he has taken
away their character, he will fay, O, they
are only black people, why fhould not I
make them {laves? That man will take away
all the people of Africa, if he can catch
them ; and if you afk him, But why do
you take away all thefe people, he will fay,
O, they are only black people, they are not
like white people, why fhould not I take
them? That is the reafon why I cannot

“ forgive
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¢« forgive the man who takes away the cha-
“ raéter of the people of my country.”

The improvement which he made during
his refidence in England, was in every refpe&
confiderable ; though at the time when he ar-
rived he laboured under the difadvantage of
knowing but little of the Englifh language, he
learnt, in the fpace of the year and half which
he pafled in England, to read very fluently,
and to write a letter without much difficulty.
The alteration which, during the fame time,
took place gradually in his mind, was in the
whole alfo very great. 'When he firft landed
he had moft of the fame peculiarities of cha-
ra&ter which have been afcribed to the Afri-
cans in general; he believed in witcheraft, and
he had no idea of forgiving injuries ; he had
even endeavoured when he was in Africa to
make himfelf, as he exprefled it, as proud as
he could. Before his departure from Eng-
land, his pride, as well as his revengeful {pirit,
had evidently {fubfided, and were become
wrong and odious in his eyes: his belief in
witchcraft had entirely left him, and he ap-
peared to feel a confiderable degree of fear
and diffidence, in refpe@ to his own future
conduct. His morals were pure, he had care-
fully abftained from drunkennefs, even while
he lived at Sierra Leone, and he fhewed, when
he was in England, a very ftrong abhorrence
both of profane converfation and every kind
of vice; as appeared more particularly about
the time of his departure, from the evidence

of
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of fome firiking and undeniable fa&s. That
his mind was imprefled with religious prin-
ciples, might be prefumed, in fome meafure,
from feveral of the preceding remarks: he
paid great refpect to the teachers of Chrif-
tianity, whom he wifthed much to invite over
to his country ; he had alfo the utmoft reve-
rence for the Scriptures, with which he had
become very converfant, and he would dif-
courfe on religious fubjets with much open-
nefs and fimplicity ; he was at the fame time
free from enthufiafm. According to the ac-
count of the inftructor with whom he pafled
the latter part of his time, he appeared to be
improving in every refpect, when the news
of his father king Naimbanna’s death arrived,
and called him away fuddenly to Sierra Leone.
If the deplorable fituation of his country, at
the time when he left it, together with the
change which had now arifen in his own
difpofitions and views be contemplated, it
muft be evident that many new duties and
obligations would be likely to fuggeft them-
felves to his mind, and to excite a peculiar
degree of anxiety when he was on the eve of
his return. A few days before his embarka-
tion, he converfed much with {fome of his
friends in England, concerning the line of
condu& which it would be his duty to
adopt after his arrival at Sierra Leone ; and
it appeared that there was no perfonal
facriice which, if the principles of Chrif-

tianity
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tianity required it, he was not prepared to
make.

The Dire&tors will here introduce an ex-
tra&t from the difpatches of their Governor
and Council, defcribing fome circumftances
which arofe during his paffage, and giving
the account of his death.

“ According to the information of a fer-
* vant of the Company, who failed in the
“ fame fhip with him, he had left Plymouth
“ in perfe&t health, but as foon as he reached
a warm climate he began to feel a flight
complaint in his throat, and occafional
pains in his head; his mind was at the
fame time anxious and uneafy, for he was
evidently difmayed at the profpeét of thofe
¢ difficulties with which he expeed that he
“ fhould have to combat after his return,
¢ Numberlefs were the plans which he amu-
“ fed himfelf with deviling, for the purpofe
“ of fpreading Chriftianity, and opening the
eyes of his rude countrymen; but he
feemed conftantly to be tortured by the
“ idea that fomething would obfiruct his
“ defigns, and the dread of difappointment
{ecemed to prefs upon him more ftrongly in
proportion as he drew nigh to his native
“ fhores; the heat alfo began to affect him
“ very violently, and a fever enfued, which
was attended with a delirium. In one of
# his lucid intervals, he defired the perfon
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“ who gave this account, to aflit him in
“ making his will, by which he entrufted
¢ his property to his brother, for the ufe of
“ a young child his fon, and he introduced
“ into the will an earneft requeft that his
“ brother would exert every endeavour to
“ put an end to the Slave Trade. When he
“ reached Sierra Leone he was infenfible of
every thing that pafled, and his life was
* defpaired of. His mother, together with
¢ fome younger branches of the family, came
“ down to the Governor’s houfe, where he
 was laid, and, after a few hours attendance
on his dying bed, they faw him breathe
“ his laft.” The Governor and Council
mention that nothing could exceed the agita-
tion and diftrefs thewn by his mother on the
event of his death,

Thus terminated the days of this amiable
and enlightened African, from whofe exer-
tions, if he had lived, the Company might
have expeced the moft important and exten-
five fervices. It may be remarked however,
that, notwithftanding his untimely and much
to be lamented death, he has rendered at
leaft one important fervice to his country, by
furnifhing a memorable inftance of the effet
of education on the mind of Africans, and a
moft encouraging and happy omen in favour
of his benighted countrymen.

Two Africans, of whom the eldeft is about
cighteen years old, are now in England,

where
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where they are receiving their education,
under the direCtions of the Company; the
ore is the fon of the prefent king of Sierra
Leone ; the other of a chief who lives very
near to Freetown. The DireCtors will only
remark concerning thefe young perfons, that
they advance regularly in their learning, and
that although they are faid to be different
from each other in their tempers, they both
appear to be fully equal to Europeans of their
own age, in point of talents and natural un-

derftanding,

The Dire€ors have now laid before the
Court the whole of the information which
they have to offer: they have ftated bricfly
the hiftory of the fettlement, together with
the expenfes of eftablithing it, and the gene-
ral fituation of the funds of the Company.
They have alfo fpoken under diftin&t heads
of the climate of Sierra Leone, of the mea-
fures taken with a view to trade, and of the
progrefs made in cultivation, and, finally, of
the opening profpects of civilization: they
have had the fatisfaGtion of fhewing, in the
concluding part of the laft and principal
head, that many chiefs on the African coaft
are difpofed to co-operate in the general de-
figns of the Company ; that a connection is
alfo courted by the Foulah as well as other
nations ; that fome of the paths into the in-

terior
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terior of Africa, which had been clofed
through the wars, have been lately opened ;
that projects of further difcovery have been
fet on foot; and that while all thefe pro-
mifing circumftances have been taking place,
the Slave Trade has been materially declining,
feveral falories having been broken up, and
many f{laves, who have been returned, or
withheld for want of a market, having been
added to the produdtive labourers of the
country.

From the advantages which have been
reaped during this temporary declenfion of
the Slave Trade, the DireCtors are naturally
led to the contemplation of the bleflings
which are to be looked for on the event of
its total abolition. Whenever that happy
period fhall come, when the peace of Africa,
inftead of being fufpended as it is now on
the event of the war in Europe, fhall be
more permanently fecured and provided for
through the final termination of this traffic,
confequences very fimilar indeed to thofe
which have arifen during the fufpenfion of
the Slave Trade, but far more important and
extenfive, are obvioufly to be expected: a
ftill greater {pring will then no doubt be
given to African induftry ; the native chiefs,
having no other means of fupplying their
want of European goods, will refort to re-
gular trade and induftry, not partially and as
a matter of preference as they do now, but

generally
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penerally and of neceffity ; and the European
flave-factories, which have been hitherto the
greateft impediments to civilization, and the
principal fupport of all the more diflolute
kings and chiefs, will at the fame time alto-
gether ceafe.

When this ra fhall arrive, an 2ra which
the Dire&tors can by no means allow them-
felves to confider as diftant, it feems pro-
bable that the inftitution of the Sierra Leone
Company may acquire much additional im-
portance, and that the advantages of having
already planted a Britith colony on the Af-
rican coaft, may prove to be extremely great.
It will undoubtcd!y be then the duty of the
Diretors in all refpects to avail themfelves of
the opportunities which will arife, both by
extending their own commerce, by fuggefting
plans of cultivation to the chiefs, and by
endeavouring alfo to eftablith fchools, to fup-
ply inftructors, and to promote the intro-
du&ion of Chriftianity into Africa, {o far as
the influence of the Sierra Leone Company
may reach.

The DireQors will now clofe this Report,
and they truft that all the circumftances ftated
in the courfe of it being duly weighed, they
fhall not be thought to have either failed
eflentially in the requifite exertions, or to
have made an improper ufe of the confidence
repofed in them by the Proprietors. The

anxlcty
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anxiety of the Dire&ors, and indeed their
labour alfo, have been occafionally confider-
able; but thefe have been amply compen-
fated by refleCtions on the magnitude of that
caufe in which they have found themfelves
engaged, and by the continually improving
profpet of being able, by the blefling of
Providence, to lay fome foundation for the
future happinefs of a Continent, which has
hitherto derived nothing but mifery from its
intercourfe with Great Britain.

APPENDIX.
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APPENDIX

- THE Dire@ors think proper to in-
troduce the following account of the Natural
Produ&ions of Sierra Leone, by way of Ap-
pendix, being the {ubftance of two Reports
made to them by Mr, Afzelius, their Bo-
tanift.

ANIMALS.

Quaprurens.~Thofe which are tame
and are ufed for food, are Cattle, Sheep,
Goats, Hogs, Ducks, Turkies, and Fowls,

Cattle thrive well, and even grow fat, but
not fo commonly as in Europe. There are
a number of Bulls, Oxen, and Cows grazing
in the Savannahs.

Sheep aflume a very ftrange appearance,
changing their fine woollen coat inte rough

P hairs,
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hairs, refembling that of goats: they feem to
fuffer from the heat, are commonly lean, and
do not increafe much. Goats and Hogs, on
the contrary, are very prolific, and grow as
fine and as large as in any other countries.
The fettlement is {fuppofed to be fufficiently
ftocked with thefe animals.

Fowls multiply to an amazing number;
and Ducks, particularly Mufcovy Ducks,
thrive; but common Geefe and Turkies have
not anfwered the Company’s expetations,
probably for want of proper management.

Porcupines, Wild Hogs, Squirrels, and An-
telopes, may allo be claffed among the ani-
mals found at Sierra Leone fit for food.
The fkin of the latter appears to be proper
for gloves,

Some few Affes, which have been fent to
the colony, are made ufeful for the purpofes
of labour, and do not fuffer by the climate ;
though they are not equal to Mules.

The Beafts of prey are Lions, Leopards,
Hyznas, Mufk Cats, and many kinds of
Weazels, which laft are very deftructive of
poultry. The fkins of fome of thefe might
be of ufe in a commercial view. There are
two fpecies of Mutk Cats at Sierra Leone,
the Civet and the Zibeth Cat, from which an
inferior fort of Muifk may be obtained ; the
latter produces the better mufk of the two.

To the article of Quadrupeds fhould be
added the Japanzee, or Chimpanzee, common

in
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in the mountains, an animal more nearly re-
lated to the human race than even the Ou-
rang Outang. Of two that were brought
alive into the colony, one died foon, the
other being older lived fome months. He
was nearly two feet high, but thofe which are
full grown are nearly five feet in height: he
was covered with black hair, long and thick
on the back, but fhort and thin on the breaft
and belly: his face was bare; his hands and
his head refembled thofe of an old black man,
except that the hairs on his head were ftraight:
he ate, drank, and flept, and fate at table, after
the fame manner as a human being: at firft
he crawled on all fours, always walking on
the outfide of his hands; but when grown
larger, he endeavoured to go erect, fupporting
himfelf by a ftick, which he carried in his
hand. He feemed to be of a melancholy
difpofition, but was always goodnatured,
doing no perfon any injury. This {pecies
of Ape, although not entirely unknown in
Europe, has ufually been confounded with
that of other Apes.

Birps.—Of thefe the DireQors have as
yet received no perfect account. It is men-
tioned that there is a Crane of an extraordi-
nary appearance, which becomss very tame,
and is reckoned very good food.

Amrpuisiovs ANimairs.—Of this kind
there are Green Turtles, and thofe called
Hawk’s Bill, or Loggerheads, which are both
very common, and fometimes of an immenfe

P2 fize,
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fize, weighing feveral hundred pounds. Frefh-
water Turtles, and Land Turtles, are to be
found at Sierra Leone; the latter in great
abundance ; and it is thought that they might
be imported into England to good profit.
Crocodiles, or Alligators, of a non-defeript
fpecies, ten or twelve feet in length, have
been found ; and Lizards of {ix {pecies, among
which are the Guava and the Cameleon,
Snakes are almoft innumerable; they haunt
the houfes during the night in fearch of poul-
try, of which they are very fond ; the largeft
yet difcovered meafured eighteen feet, which
did not prove venemous, but was of that

kind which fwallow their prey entire.
InsecTs are very numerous; the greater
part of them are exceedingly beautiful, and
are non-defcripts. The moft remarkable are
the Termites, which deftroy woceden houfes
and fences ; Ants, which deftroy provifions ;
Cockroaches and Crickets, which deftroy
clothes, linen, and more efpecially leather;
Mufquitos, Sandflies, Scorpions, Tarantulas,
and Centipedes ; alfo wild Bees, which furnith
plenty of wax and honey. The Vermes are
little known ; the Barnacles are very large,
and injurious to veflels not copper-bottomed.
Frsurs are in great variety, both in the
fea and the river. The Spermaceti Whale
has been occafionally found at Sierra Leone,
but it is met with more frequently down the
coaft. Befides the Whale, as well as the
Shark, Stinging-Ray, and Porpoife, there are
Eels,



( 229 )

Eels, Horfe-Mackarel, Tarpoons, Cavillos,
Mullets, Snappers, Yellowtails, Oldmaids,
Tenpounders, and fome other fithes, all of
which, except the Eels and Tenpounders, are
efteemed fine eating. Opyfters are found in
great abundance. There is alfo another fhell
fifh, which the natives ufe for food. Among
the Zoophites none is more worthy of notice
than the common Spunge, which covers all
the fandy beaches of the Sierra Leone river,
particularly thofe on the Bulam thore. This
Spunge would fetch a high price in Great
Britain.

VEGETABLES.

Or efculent vegetables Rice occupies the
firft place, as it is the chief of the plants culti-
vated at Sierra Leone, and the ftaple commo-
dity of the country, forming, when boiled
and feafoned with pepper, the principal food
of the inhabitants, the lower clafs of whom
fubfift almoft entirely upon it. Although this
plant profpers beft in low and inundated places,
it will thrive alfo on elevated land, though in
common with other plants of the aquatic kind,
it will in that cafe grow {maller and thinner,
producing at the fame time better and more
nutritious grain.  Of this quality is the rice
now found on the eminences of Sierra Leone,
while on the plains of the Bulam fhore, and
other fuch tradts, it grows as luxuriantly as
in Carolina, and if a proper apparatus were
employed, it might by equal care, be ren-

P3 dered
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dered equally white ; but at prefent, through
the negligence of the natives, both the rice
intended for their own confumption, and that
for trade, retains part of the brownifh bran,
or rind. 'The Rice fields are prepared during
the dry feafon, and receive the feed in the
tornado feafon, which is antecedent to the
rains ; but the feafons varying in different
years, the time for fowing is irregular. In
the year 1792, Rice was {fown in June, and
reaped in October.

2. Caflava, or Caffada. This conftitutes,
after Rice, the chief food of the inhabitants,
and the culture of it requires time and care.
It fucceeds beft in fandy and open places,
In the courfe of three or four months after
it has been planted the roots grow fit for ufe,
and are often eaten in their raw ftate. The
natives do not reap the whole harveft at once,
but dig up a few roots as they want them;
but after the approach of the fucceeding rainy
feafon they clear the whole field, never ex-
tending their plantations beyond the fuppofed
exigencies of a fingle year. The natives
fometimes make cakes of Caflada, which
though dry, are well tafted and extremely
white : they alfo boil or roaft this article. A
kind of ale might poflibly be prepared from
it, as is done by the Arawatks of Surinam.

3. Yams. Thefe refemble potatoes, and
are a good fubftitute for them, being dry,
farinaceous, and nutritious.  Though elfe-
where there are many fpecies of Yams, there

is
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is but one in Sierra Leone; the largeft root
in the Company’s gardens weighed only about
four pounds, the foil being probably too hard
for it. 'The natives do not beftow {o much
pains on the culture of Yams as on that of
Caflada. ~ The only way in which they, as
well as the fettlers, prepare them for eating,
is by boiling and fometimes roafting them ;
but Yams might be made either into. flour or
ftarch ; perhaps even a good {pirituous liquor
might be diftilled from them.

4. dweet Potatoes. Thefe are good and
ufeful roots, in no particular, however, re-
{embling the true potatoes. The natives boil
them, but in the colony they are roafted, and
they are alfo made into akind of bread, which
is nutritious, and of a tolerably good tafte,
Sweet Potatoes thrive beflt in a loofe {oil,
but the natives are as inattentive to the manner
of cultivating them as to that of Yams. The
Jeaves boiled make a good difh on the table,
and afford an excellent nourithment for theep,
goats, or pigs. {

5. Ground Nuts. Thefe are caten by the
natives, either raw or roafted.

6. Eddoes. Though abundant they are
not fo much ufed as they deferve to be ; the
leaves, if they are young, are as good as
fpinnach ; and the roots, when boiled, re-
{emble chefnuts. They are fit for ule when
three months old, but are beft after four or
five months growth.

7 and 8. Country Potatoes of two different
P 4 forts ;
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forts; namely, firft, Ajuck, a round root,
fomewhat bigger than a hazel nut, found in
abundance in low places, with a long ftem,
which creeps round it on the ground; its
tafte is better than that of {fweet potatoes, and
it is lefs folid. And fecondly, Abunck, which
grows on the branches of the tree in a ftrange
manner, and is a fingular excrefcence of an
irregular, angular, and tuberous fhape, It
taftes fomewhat like Sweet Potatoes.

9. Oil Palm. A common, handfome, and
ufeful tree, indicating a good foil. It {up-
plies the inhabitants with oil, wine, and food.
The wine in appearance perfedlly refembles
whey, has a good tafte when frefh, but is
apt to ferment and grow four, and to changc
in three or four days to the ﬁrongeﬁ vinegar,
of a difagreeable fmell. It is colleted by
tapping the tree. The oil is obtained from
_the fruit, which is of the fize of a hazel nut,
confifting of a hard kernel, enclofed in a
thick, fat, and oleaginous matter, covered
with a thin fkin, which diffolves and yields
the oil, which is ufed by the natives by way
of butter to their rice. This oil, though
liquid at firft, in a fhort time hardens, and
turns rancid: a fuperior oil is made, though
in {mall quantities, by bruifing and boiling
the kernels in water. The interior and me-
dullary fubftance of the top of young Palm
trees being boiled in water, forms a difh
refembling Cabbage : the leaves ferve the
natives for bafkets.

o &
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1o and 11. Plantains and Bananas. Thefe
grow very commonly, and are two ufeful
trees, nearly related to the Palm. The fruit
of the Plantains is larger than that of the
Bananas, more regular, bent at the bafe, and
fewer in cach clufter, harder, and lefs lufcious;
it is eaten raw, boiled, or roafted. Bananas
are among the fuperior fruits of this country,
foft and fweet, and generally eaten raw :
above one hundred grow in a clufter.  The
leaves are employed for various economical
purpofes ; and the fibres of them are ufed in
fome places for thread.

12. Papaw. A fine fruit of a deep green,
but when ripe of a yellow colour, This is
eaten raw, but makes a good dith when boiled;
the leaves are ufed for wathing inftead of foap,
the hollow ftalks for pipes, and ropes may be
made of the bark.

7. Guavas. Some green fruit of this kind
has been difcovered in 2 neighbouring bay.
14and 15. Orange and Lime Trees. Thele
are very common in their wild ftate, badnng
ripe fruit throughout the year, though not in
equal abundance at all feafons,. The Oranges
are excellent, and better, at leaft larger, than
thofe brought to FEurope. Some Lemons,
planted a long time ago by the Portuguete in
the neighbourhood of the fettlement, have
degenerated fo much as almoft to refemble
Limes.

16. Pumpions or Pumpkins. Thefe are

to be found wild wherever the ground is
looie s
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loofe ; fome of them grow to the length of
fifty feet, but the fruit, on an average, do
not attain to the fame fize as in Europe,
though they are more folid. They are ufed
for pies and puddings, and may be had
throughout the year.
17,18, 19, 20.  Squafh, Water Melon,
Cucumber, and Mufk Melon. Thefe four
fpecies arrive at the greateft perfeétion, and
by proper care might be made to furpafs
thofe of European growth. The firft fettlers
found on their arrival no Water Melons, but
took the feeds with them.

21. Pine Apples. Thefe are far better
flavoured than thofe of Europe, but tougher
in the middle. ' They are to be found all the
year growing wild in the woods, and on
declivities in the neighbourhood of water
they are alfo planted by the natives near their
towns.

22. Pigeon Pea. This is a good whole-
fome pulfe, and is drefled in the fame man-
ner as Englifh peas or beans. Thefe peas
grow wild in the fkirts of woods, and in old
Rice and Caflada fields, and may be had
throughout the year.

27. Maize or Indian Corn. This is culti-
vated more on the Bulam {hore than near
Treetown ; it requires but three months to
ripen it, fo that feveral harvefts are afforded
in one year. The grain is boiled in fale
water, or roafted in the ear and eaten with
butter, byt fometimes it is eaten raw., The

natives
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natives of the Gold Coaft bruife it and
make puddings of it. Goats and cattle eat
the leaves with avidity.

24. Millet of two kinds. This is found
wild and ufed for poultry ; the ftalks of the
larger fort contain a {weet and refrefhing
Juice.

25. Cocoa Trees grow in Sherbro, where
they have been planted.  The fruit is either
caten raw or made into pies.

20. Cafhew Nuts, according to Lieutenant
Matthews, were introduced by the Europeans,
but none have been {een at Sierra Leone, ex-~
cept thofe brought over from the Bulam {hore.

27. Okras, The fruit of a little tree re-
fembling the Englifh ceairee Mallows, very
common at Sierra Leone. = The pods put
into foup render it gelatinous and highly
nourifhing ; the leaves boil like Spinnach.

28. Sugar Canes. Thefe have been found,
though not in great quantities, in the neigh-
bourhood of Sierra Leone ; they are {uppofed
to be of a good quality, and probably will
thrive exceedingly, as {foon as the land in
which they have been planted fhall have been
{fome time in cultivation.

29. Butter and Tallow Tree.  This is
common in low lands about Frectown; it
abounds with a juice refembling Gamboge
in taint and durability, which exudes after
the leaft laceration, and becomes more coagu-
lated, wvifcous, and of a darker colour. The
wood of this tree is firm, and feems adapted

to
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to various economical purpofes. The fruit is
nearly oval, about twice the fize of a man’s
fift ; the rind is thick, pulpy, and of a plea-
fant acid ; in the infide are found from five
to nine feeds, of the fize of a Walnut, con- .
taining an oleaginous matter, extracted by
the natives, and ufed with their rice or other
food.

30. Tamarinds. Of thefe there is a great
variety. The Velvet: Tamarind and com-
mon Tamarind grow plentifully on the ifland
of Bananas. Befides thefe there are White
Tamarinds, which being of an indifferent
tafte are much negle&ted, but the tree is
valuable for many purpofes. There are allo
Brown 'Tamarinds, which are fweet and
highly efteemed. = There is allo a hard and
infipid fruit refembling a Tamarind, eaten by
the natives, which they call Maﬂmo.

3 Figtrce. The fruit of this tree, which
fcarcely exceeds a hazel nut in fize, is agree-
able like other figs, but it can hardly be
eaten, owing to the number of {mall infets
with which it is commonly filled.

32. Country Figs. Thefe in no refpe&
refemble the true Figs, except in the number
of their gritty feeds. This fruit is of the
fize of an apple, nearly round, and agreeable
to the tafte ; when fufficiently ripe refembling
the European Strawberry. The tree is new
and non-defeript ; it is found growing in the
beft foil in the woods.

33. Hog
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33. Hog Plums. Thefe are rather {maller

than European Plums, of a yellow colour,
and not unpleafant flavour, though fome-
what infipid : the natives are very fond of
them. The tree on which they grow has,
in fome refpe@, the appearance of the Afh.

34. Country Plums. Of thefe there are
many kinds, befides thofe juft meantioned.
They contain generally one or more kernels ;
they are commonly of the fize of an hazel
nut. As the difference in the feveral forts is
inconfiderable, it may be fufficient to men-
tion the names of feven fpecies, which are,
1ft, Befabis—a2d, Drap—3d, Abooke—;th,
Machai, or Mackanter—j3th, Magint—6th,
Malinta—7th, Wanibé. There are certainly
many more not yet particularly known.

35. Country Grapes. Thefe are round
and black, of an acid and acrid tafte; they
might certainly be improved, but never fo as
to refemble grapes, for they belong 1o a
genus totally different.

36. Sorrel. ‘This contains an acid fimilar
to that of real Sorrel, but refembles it in
no other refpe&t. The plant is common
enough.

37. Calceloo. A plant which affords the
beft fubftitute for Spinnach, if properly
drefled ; it grows in cleared grounds, and an
abundance of it indicates a good foil: natives,
Europeans, and {fettlers agree in commend-
ing it. ‘

' 38. Purflain,
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38. Purflain. A very common plant oti
hills near the fhore. It appears above ground
three days after having been fown. It is
faid, when bruifed, to have been applied to
freth wounds with fuccefs.

39. Maunnee Apple. There is a well
known and much efteemed fruit of this fort
in the Weft Indies ; but that of Sierra Leone
is of a different fpecies, though no way
inferior in fize or flavour to the Weft Indian
Apple of the fame name.

40, 41, 42. Cainito, Bumelia, and Icaco
or Pigeon Plums. Three Weft Indian fruits.
The laft is rather infipid, but improves
greatly by cultivation.

43» 44. Antidefma, of the fame tafte with
Red Currants, and Mantanka, being alfo
tolerably good.

45. Country Cherries. Thefe furpafs all
the fruits of Sierra Leone; a fine Ne@arine
is the fruit to which a Country Cherry can
beft be compared.

46. The Bread Fruit Tree. This has, at
a diftance, the appearance of an old Apple-
tree. A {pecies of it grows plentifully on
the Bulam fhore, and in low and fandy
places. The fruit is about the fize of an
Apple, and when frefh is exceedingly good
and nutritious, having almoft the fame tafte
as gingerbread, but it lofes much of its flavour
when old.

47. The Cream Fruit. This is {till larger
and quite round : there are always two of

the
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the fruits united together and hanging down
at the end of a fmall branch ; when wounded
they yield a quantity of fine white juice,
refembling fugar, or the beft milk; the na-
tives are very fond of it, and ufe it to quench
their thirft, The tree is very lofty, and

grows in abundance, particularly on the Iflands
of Plantains.

There is a fet of plants called by the
Botanifts Amomum, which all partake of a
{picy nature, in a different degree, and are
of three divifions. To the firft belongs that
{pecies, the virtue of which is contained in
the roots, and generally called Gingers. To
the {fecond, that of which the virtue lies in
the fmall feeds, fuch as Grains of Paradife,
or Malaguetta Pepper. The third is that
fpecies which has an aromatic flavour in its
feeds, and called Cardamoms. The true
Ginger grows in the Sufee country, though
not yet found in Sierra Leone. Malaguetta
Pepper is found of four different forts; 1ft,
Maboobo, the feeds of which are pretty large,
oblong, and of an agreeable but weak fla-
vour. 2d, Maflaaba, fmaller than the pre-
ceeding, but otherwife much like it; the
pulp in the pod, when frefh, is of a fine
acid.  3d, Mafla Amquena, the feeds of
which are of the fame nature as thole laft
mentioned, but rather more angular and
pungent ; the leaves and f{tems are endowed
with the fineft aroma, both. in refpe& to

{cent
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fcent and tafte, 4th, Toflan, which is the
native and true Malaguetta Pepper of Africa,
and Grains of Paradife of the fhops. It
excels all other kinds in pungency. '

A new fipecies of Nutmeg, different from
all others, has been difcovered ; but whether
it is as good as the common fort it is at this
time difficult to afcertain.

Coffee trees are found of two different
Ipecies, both non-defcript ; but whether of
any ufe is not yet afcertained.

Piper Ethiopicum. A well-known {pice,
grows on lofty trees, in great abundance on
the mountains. It is ufed both by fettlers
and natives inftead of Black Pepper.

Mabeck. A fine fpice, though not very
pungent, the virtue of which is principally
in the hufk, is ufed by the natives for many
medicinal purpofes. The tree is high and
valuable.

Barreliera. A {mall plant with the fame
fecent as Thyme, and might be ufed for the
fame purpofes.

Tomatos, with which the natives feafon
their rice, are angular and red. It is thought
that Capficums grow wild, and that from the
great demand for them in KEngland, they
might be worth cultivation, ' '

Medicinal Plants. Cola is a famous
Aruit, highly efteemed by the natives, to
which they attribute the fame virtues as to
Peruvian Bark. It is ufed for the {ame pur-
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pofes by the Portuguefe, who fend out fmall
veflels along the coaft to collect all the Cola
they can get.

Peruvian Bark. Of this a new fort has
been difcovered, which may perhaps prove
as ufeful as the other: the natives ufe it for
the fame purpofes.

Caftor Oil. 'The bufh which produces the
nuts from which this oil is exprefled, grows
every where in Sierra Leone.

Caffia of the Cane, The African fpecies
is nearly related to that of the Weft Indies,
and will not, it is thought, be found lefs
ufeful.

With refpe& to Dyes, Yellow may be ex-
tra@ed from the Butter fruit tree, and Blue
from Indigo. Black and Red may alfo be
obtained from other plants. Gum Copal and
Gum Senega, ufually fold in the fhops for
Gum Arabic, are among the chief gums on
the coaft.

The True Cotton grows p}entlfully in
Sierra Leone,.as does the Silk Cotton among
other Cotton fruits.

The natives ufe the back of the Mahant
for ropes and whips, and the roots of the
famous Mangrove for bas in making mats,

Common Tobacco grows at Sierra Leone,
but the natives do not cultivate it.

No report having been made by the Com-
pany’s Mineralogift, the DireQors are not

Q prepared



( 242 ) |

prepared to offer any particular fpecification
of the Minerals found at Sierra Leone.

After reading the REPORT, the GeneraL CourT
¢« RESOLVED,

« That this Court doth approve

“ of the Proceedings of the Chairman and Court of

“ Direitors 5 and return its Thanks to them for the

< great Leal, Affiduity, and Ability with which they

¢« have conduited the affairs of the Company :=—and

“ that the Report [as the Directors may think proper

“ to revife the fame] be printed for the ufe of the

. Proprietors,”




