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A C C O U N T 

OF THE 

C O L O N Y 

OF 

S I E R R A L E O N E , 

F R O M I T S 

FIRST E S T A B L I S H M E N T IN 179.3. 

B E I N G T H E 

S U B S T A N C E OF A R E P O R T 

3toiiaort: 

P R I N T E D A N D SOLD HV 

O.IORCE Y A R D , L O M B A R D S T R E E T . 

W95 





At a General Court of the Sierra Leone Company, 

held at the Paul's Head Tavern, in Cateaton 

Street, London, on Thurfday the ijth day of 

March, 1794, 

PRESENT 

Henry Thornton, Efq. in the Chair, 

Several Members of the Court of Directors, 

And between One and Two Hundred of the 

Proprietors, 

The Minutes of the laji General Court of the 2,0th 

day of May, 1793, were read and confirmed. 

A Report from the Court of Directors was then read, 

of which the following is the fubfiance. 





S U B S T A N C E 

OW T i l t 

R E P O R T , & c . 

A B O U T t w o years h a v i n g elapfed finee 

the prefent c o l o n y at S i e r r a L e o n e was fet o n 

f o o t , the D i r e c t o r s o f the S i e r r a L e o n e C o m ­

p a n y t h i n k i t p r o p e r to g i v e i n this r e p o r t & 

b r i e f h i f t o r y o f its progrefs t o the prefent 

t i m e : t h e y w i l l t h e n l a y before the C o u r t a n 

a c c o u n t o f the E x p e n f e s w h i c h h a v e b e e n 

i n c u r r e d , a n d o f the genera l f inances o f the 

C o m p a n y ; a n d t h e y w i l l a f t e r w a r d enter 

i n t o a m o r e p a r t i c u l a r d e f c r i p t i o n o f the P r e ­

fent S i t u a t i o n o f the fet t lement , a r r a n g i n g 

t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n u n d e r the f o u r f o l l o w i n g 

heads ; H e a l t h , T r a d e , C u l t i v a t i o n , a n d C i v i ­

l i z a t i o n . 

I N o r d e r t o i n t r o d u c e t h e f h o r t K i f t o r y 

that is p r o p o f e d , it m a y be p r o p e r to (late 

A f o m e 



( * ) 
f o m e c i r c u m f l a n c c s antecedent evert to UIC 

f o r m a t i o n o f the prefent c o l o n y . 

I n the year 1 7 8 7 , a n u m b e r o f g e n t l e m e n 

fubfer ibed a f e w t h o u f a n d p o u n d s , as a f u n d 

f o r affift ing fome h u n d r e d s o f d e i l i t u t e b l a c k s , 

t h e n i n L o n d o n , to fettle at S i e r r a L e o n e , 

w h e r e a c o n l i d e r a b l e dillrlcTt o f l a n d h a d 

been ceded b y the n a t i v e chiefs f o r that p u r -

p o f e : g o v e r n m e n t v e r y l i b e r a l l y f e c o n d e d 

thefe v i e w s , b y t a k i n g u p o n i t i e I f the e x -

penfe o f t r a n f p o r t i n g the b lacks t h i t h e r , a n d 

o f f u p p l y i n g t h e m w r i th necefTaries d u r i n g the 

f l r f l f i x o r e ight m o n t h s o f t h e i r ref idence i n 

A f r i c a . It m i g h t n a t u r a l l y be e x p e c t e d that 

p e r f o n s o f th is d e f c r i p t i o n , c r o u d e d t o g e t h e r 

o n f h i p b o a r d , w o u l d be v e r y u n h e a l t h y , a n d 

t h e event d i d but t o o w e l l j u d i f y the f u p p o -

i i t i o n . T h e n u m b e r o f t h e m that left E n g ­

l a n d was 4 6 0 , o f w h o m 8 4 d i e d d u r i n g t h e i r 

d e t e n t i o n i n the c h a n n e l , o r o n - t h e pal lage ; 

a n d near a h u n d r e d m o r e fe l l v i c t i m s e i t h e r 

t o t h e i r o w n i n t e m p e r a n c e , o r to the h a r d -

fhips t h e y w e r e e x p o f e d to d u r i n g the hrf t 

r a i n y feafon. T h e r e m a i n d e r o f th is b o d y o f 

m e n , after h a v i n g b u i l t themfelves a t o w n , 

arid i m p r o v e d g r a d u a l l y i n t h e i r e i r c u m -

ftahces, w e r e di fperfed i n the y e a r 1 7 9 0 , o n 

a c c o u n t o f t h e i r b e i n g i n v o l v e d ( t h o u g h n o t 

t h r o u g h t h e i r o w n fault) i n the confequenees 

o f a d i fpute b e t w e e n the natives a n d the c r e w 

o f a B r t t i m vefTel, w h o h a d fet fire to t h e 

t o w n o f a n e i g h b o u r i n g c h i e f . T h e y w e r e 

a g a i n 
o 



a g a i n u n i t e d i n the y e a r 1 7 9 1 , t h r o u g h the 

i n t e r f e r e n c e o f the S i e r r a L e o n e C o m p a n y ' s 

A g e n t , a n d f i x e d themfe lves i n G r a n v i l l e 

T o w n , w h i c h is about t w o o r three m i l e s 

d i f t a n t f r o m F r e e T o w n , the C o m p a n y ' s 

prefent c h i e f fet t lement. 

W h e n the Act . o f P a r l i a m e n t h a d p a l l e d f o r 

i n c o r p o r a t i n g the S i e r r a L e o n e C o m p a n y , 

a n d a conf iderable capi ta l appeared l i k e l y t o 

be ra i fed f o r c a r r y i n g o n the u n d e r t a k i n g , the 

D i r e c t o r s h a d a n o p p o r t u n i t y o f r e n d e r i n g , 

as t h e y c o n c e i v e d , a v e r y i m p o r t a n t ferv ice 

to the c o l o n y , b y the a c q u i f i t i o n o f a n a d d i ­

t i o n a l n u m b e r o f free b l a c k c o l o n i f l s , ac­

q u a i n t e d w i t h the E n g l i f h l a n g u a g e , a n d ac-

c u f t o m e d to l a b o u r i n h o t c l imates . A dele­

gate f r o m a b o d y o f b lacks i n N o v a S c o t i a , f u p -

p o f e d to a m o u n t to a f e w h u n d r e d s , w h o was 

t h e n i n E n g l a n d , reprefented that the per fons 

w h o fent h i m h i t h e r h a d m i g r a t e d to N o v a 

S c o t i a at the e n d o f the A m e r i c a n w a r , h a v i n g 

r e c e i v e d f r o m g o v e r n m e n t c e r t a i n p r o m i f e s 

o f lots o f l a n d , w h i c h h a d never been i l r i & l y 

f u l f i l l e d ; that b o t h the f o i l a n d the c l i m a t e 

o f N o v a S c o t i a , as w e l l as m a n y other c i r c u m -

l lances i n t h e i r h t u a t i o n , w e r e c o m p l a i n e d o f 

b y t h e m , a n d that m a n y o f t h e m w e r e d e l i -

r o u s o f b e c o m i n g c o l o n i i t s at the fett lement 

w h i c h t h e y u n d c i f l o o d was l i v e l y to be m a d e 

at S i e r r a L e o n e . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s c o n c u r r e d w i t h the D e l e g a t e 

i n a p p l y i n g to h i s M a j e i t y ' s rVlinifters f o r a 

pai lage f o r t h e m at the expenfe o f g o v e r n -

A 3 m e n t 



m e r i t , a n d h a v i n g o b t a i n e d a favourable art-

f w e r to t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n , t h e y i m m e d i a t e l y 

a v a i l e d themfelves o f the fervices o f L i e u t . 

C l a r k f o n , w h o v e r y h a n d i o m e l y offered to g o 

to N o v a S c o t i a , i n o r d e r to m a k e the neceffary 

p r o p o f a l s , a n d to h i p e r i n t e n d the c o l l e c t i n g 

a n d b r i n g i n g o v e r o f f u c h free b lacks to S i e r r a 

L e o n e , as m i g h t be w i l l i n g to m i g r a t e . A l l 

the par t icu lars o f the t e r m s , o n w h i c h the 

C o m p a n y engaged to receive t h e m i n t o the 

c o l o n y , w e r e c o n t a i n e d i n a p r i n t e d d e c l a r a ­

t i o n , o f w h i c h the f o l l o w i n g is a c o p y : 

4 4 T h e S i e r r a L e o n e C o m p a n y , w i l l i n g to 
4 4 receive i n t o t h e i r c o l o n y f u c h free b lacks 
4 4 as arc able to p r o d u c e to t h e i r agents 
4 4 L i e u t . C l a r k f o n , o f h i s M a j e f t y ' s N a v y , 

" a n d M r . L a w r e n c e H a r t f h o r n , o f H a l i f a x , 
4 4 o r e i ther o f t h e m , fat is factory t c f t i m o n i a l s 

" o f t h e i r c h a r a c t e r , ( m o r e p a r t i c u l a r l y as to 
4 4 h o n c f t y , f o b r i e t y , a n d i n d u l t r y ) t h i n k it 
4 4 p r o p e r to n o t i f y , i n a n e x p l i c i t m a n n e r , 
4 4 u p o n w h a t terms t h e y w i l l receive at S i e r r a 

*4 L e o n e , thofe w h o b r i n g w i t h t h e m w r i t t e n 
4 4 certificates o f a p p r o b a t i o n , f r o m e i t h e r o f 
4 4 the l a i d agents, w h i c h certif icate t h e y are 
4 4 h e r e b y r e f p e c t i v e l y a u t h o r i l e d to grant o r 
4 4 w i t h h o l d at d i f e r e t i o n . 

4 4 It is therefore declared b y the C o m p a n y , 
4 4 that e v e r y free b l a c k , u p o n p r o d u c i n g f u c h 
4 4 a cert i f icate, m a l l h a v e a grant o f not lels 
4 4 t h a n t w e n t y acres o f l a n d f o r h i m f e l f , t e n 
4 4 f o r h is w i f e , a n d five f o r e v e r y c h i l d , u p o n 

** f u c h t e r m s , a n d fubject t o f u c h charges 

a n d 



a n d o b l i g a t i o n s , w i t h a v i e w to the general 

p r o f p e r i t y o f the C o m p a n y , as m a i l h e r e ­

after be fettled b y the C o m p a n y , i n refpcct 

to grants o f l a n d to be m a d e b y t h e m to 

a l l fett lers, w h e t h e r b l a c k o r w h i t e . 

" T h a t f o r a l l (lores a n d p r o v i f i o n s , & c . 

f u p p l i e d f r o m the C o m p a n y ' s w a r e h o u i e s , 

the C o m p a n y l h a l l receive a n equi tab le 

c o m p e n f a t i o n , a c c o r d i n g to f i x e d r u l e s , 

e x t e n d i n g to b lacks a n d w h i t e s i n d i f c r i m i -

n a t e l y . 

T h a t the c i v i l , m i l i t a r y , p e r f o n a l , a n d 

c o m m e r c i a l r i g h t s a n d dut ies o f b lacks a n d 

w h i t e s l h a l l be the fame, a n d fecured i n 

the fame m a n n e r . 

" A n d for the f u l l afTurance o f p e r f o n a l 

p r o t e c t i o n f r o m f lavery to a l l fuch b l a c k 

fettlers, the C o m p a n y have f u b j o i n c d a 

claufe c o n t a i n e d i n the A c t o f P a r l i a m e n t , 

w h e r e b y t h e y are i n c o r p o r a t e d , ckc. 

" Provided alfo, and be it further cnacled, 

" that it Jhall not be lawful for the. faid 

" Company, cither dircclly or indirectly, 

" by itfclf or thcmfelves^ or by the agents 

" or fervants of the. faid Company, or 

" other wife howfocver, to deal or trafljick 

" in the buying or felling offlaves, or in 

" any manner whatever to have, hgld, 

" appropriate or employ any perfon or 

" perfons in a flate of flavery, in the 

" fervice of the faid Company*" 

G i v e n u n d e r o u r h a n d s , L o n d o n , the 2 d 
1 1 day o f A u g u f t , 1 7 9 1 , 

A 3 " Henry 



" Samuel Parker 

" y°fcPh Hardcajllc 

" Thomas Clarkfon 

" Vicker'is Taylor 

" William Sanford 

" George Wolf. 

( 

Henry Thornton^ 

Chairman. 

" P £ / / # Sanfom^ 

D. Chairman 

«e Charles Middleton 
c< William Wilberforce 

** Granville Sharp 
< l ^ c / w Kingston 

" N . B . F o r the c o n v e n i e n c e o f thofe w h o 

are pofTeffed o f p r o p e r t y w h i c h t h e y c a n ­

not d i fpofe o f before t h e i r d e p a r t u r e , the 

C o m p a n y w i l l a u t h o r i f e a n agent , w h o , 

o n r e c e i v i n g f r o m a n y p r o p r i e t o r a fufhcient 

p o w e r f o r that p u r p o f e , m a l l fel l the f a m e 

f o r h i s benef i t , a n d r e m i t the p u r c h a f c -
M m o n e y , t h r o u g h the h a n d s o f the C o m -

** p a n y , t o f u c h p r o p r i e t o r at S i e r r a L e o n e . " 

T h e n u m b e r o f N o v a S c o t i a n s w h o w e r e 

w i l l i n g to e m b a r k f o r S i e r r a L e o n e , p r o v e d , 

t o the great f u r p r i f e o f the D i r e c t o r s , to be 

n o lefs t h a n 1196. T h e acceffion o f fo large 

a b o d y o f people c o u l d n o t f a i l to p r o d u c e 

m a n y i m p o r t a n t confequences , a n d to g i v e , 

i n f o m e meafure , a n e w c h a r a c t e r to t h e 

w h o l e u n d e r t a k i n g . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s t u r n e d t h e i r a t t e n t i o n i n the 

f i r l t p l a c e , to the f u p p l y o f the i m m e d i a t e 

w a n t s o f thefe n u m e r o u s c o l o n i f t s ; a n d t h e y , 

at the fame t i m e , b r o u g h t f o r w a r d a p l a n f o r 

the e n l a r g e m e n t o f the C o m p a n y ' s c a p i t a l , 

w h i c h w a s rai fed to t h e f u m o f £ . 2 3 5 , 2 8 0 : 

a c o n -



a conf iderable p o r t i o n o f it h a v i n g been f u b -

feribed after the i n t e l l i g e n c e f r o m N o v a Scot ia 

was rece ived . 

T h e firft veiTel fent out b y the C o m p a n y 

f r o m E n g l a n d , reached S i e r r a L e o n e i n F e b r u ­

a r y 1 7 9 2 , a n d (he was f p o n f o l l o w e d b y t w o 

other veflels f r o m h e n c e , one o f t h e m c a r r y ­

i n g a conf iderable n u m b e r o f paf lengers. 

T h e r e w e n t out i n a l l , b y thefe i h i p s , r a t h e r 

m o r e t h a n 100 w h i t e per fons ; o f w h o m about 

4 0 w e r e C o m p a n y ' s fervants , or art i f icers , at 

a y e a r l y fa lary ; 10 w e r e f e t t l e r s ; 16 w rere 

foldiers ; a n d b e t w e e n 3 0 a n d 4 0 w e r e w o ­

m e n a n d c h i l d r e n . 

I n the f u c c e e d i n g m o n t h the N o v a S c o t i a 

fleet a r r i v e d , c o n f i d i n g o f 16 veflels, f r o m 

w h i c h there w e r e l a n d e d 1 j 3 1 b l a c k s , m a n y 

o f t h e m l a b o u r i n g u n d e r the effects o f a fever 

firft c o n t r a c t e d i n H a l i f a x , o f w h i c h 6 5 h a d 

d i e d d u r i n g the paffage, M r . C l a r k f o n , w h o f e 

h u m a n i t y h a d l e d h i m t o e m b a r k o n b o a r d 

the h o f p i t a l m i p , h a d a l i o n a r r o w l y cfcaped 

w i t h his l i f e , f r o m a v i o l e n t attack o f t h e 

l a m e d i f o r d e r ; he was e x t r e m e l y w e a k a n d 

i l l w h e n he l a n d e d at S i e r r a L e o n e , a n d he 

r e c o v e r e d v e r y i l o w l y . 

A f t e r t w o or three weeks d e l a y , a r i f i n g 

f r o m a pa laver ( o r c o u n c i l ) o f the n a t i v e s , 

w h i c h h o w e v e r e n d e d f a v o u r a b l y f o r t h e 

C o m p a n y , the fcite o n w h i c h the firft b o d y 

o f b lacks fent f r o m h e n c e h a d o r i g i n a l l y 

fett led, 



fett led, was p i t c h e d u p o n as the m o ft p r o p e r 

fpot f o r the i n t e n d e d fett lement. T h e l a n d 

o n w h i c h the t o w n was to ( l a n d w a s c leared 

i n a f e w w e e k s m o r e , b y the u n i t e d l a b o u r 

o f the N o v a Scot ians ; a n d the feveral ftreets 

h a v i n g been firft m a r k e d o u t b y the f u r v e y o r , 

t h e y t h e n began to erect, each f o r h i m f e l f a 

f m a l l t e m p o r a r y h u t , u f i n g the c o m m o n 

mater ia ls o f the c o u n t r y , except that t h e 

f l o o r i n g w a s f u r n i f h e d i n f o m e cafes b y 

deals f r o m h e n c e . T h e colonif ts p r o c e e d e d 

w i t h the u t m o f t eagernefs i n th is w o r k , f o r 

t h e y feared left t h e y f h o u l d be o v e r t a k e n 

b y the r a i n s , w h i c h m i g h t be e x p e c t e d to 

c o m m e n c e i n lefs t h a n t w o m o n t h s f r o m the 

t i m e o f t h e i r b e g i n n i n g to b u i l d . T h e t o w n 

w a s n a m e d F R E E T O W N , i n confecvuence o f 

a n i n f t r u c t i o n fent out to this p u r p o f e . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s , a w a r e o f the d a n g e r t o 

w h i c h it was pof l ib le that m a n y o f the fettlers 

m i g h t be e x p o f e d t h r o u g h the w a n t o f fu f f i -

c i e n t fhelter , d u r i n g t h e firft r a i n y fea fon, 

t h o u g h t i t a p o i n t o f d u t y to p u r c h a f c a n d 

f e n d o u t the Y o r k , a i h i p o f 8 5 0 t o n s , 

f i t ted u p w i t h a v i e w t o t h e i r a c c o m m o d a t i o n , 

w h i c h t h e y l o a d e d w i t h v a r i o u s ftores, as w e l l 

as frames o f houfes a n d mater ia ls for b u i l d i n g . 

T h e y c o n f i d e r e d that , befides c a r r y i n g out a 

large c a r g o , fhe m i g h t ferve as a receptacle 

f o r thofe w h o f e houfes w e r e u n h n i f h e d , o r as 

a n h o f p i t a l f o r the f i c k , a n d m i g h t after­

w a r d s be c o n v e r t e d i n t o a ftorchoule f o r t h e 

C o m p a n y . S h e a r r i v e d i n d e e d too late to be 

o f 



o f a n y advantage to the c o l o n y d u r i n g the 

c h i e f part o f the f i c k l y feafon, h a v i n g been 

d r i v e n back b y a ftorm after l e a v i n g E n g l a n d : 

Ihe p r o v e d h o w e v e r o f v e r y c o n i i d c r a b l e ufe 

a f terwards , b o t h as a ftorehoufe a n d f loat ing 

f a c t o r y , as w e l l as i n f a c i l i t a t i n g the l o a d i n g 

a n d u n l o a d i n g o f o t h e r veiTels; a n d fhe w a s 

a l i o , f o r f o m e t i m e , the place o f residence f o r 

m a n y fervants o f the C o m p a n y . 

T h e p r e c a u t i o n s t a k e n b y the D i r e c t o r s , 

a n d the e a r l y as w e l l as l i b e r a l f u p p l y o f 

necelTaries fent out b y t h e m , u n h a p p i l y w e r e 

n o t effectual i n p r e v e n t i n g a c o n i i d c r a b l e 

m o r t a l i t y d u r i n g the firft r a i n y feafon. T h e 

r a i n s began about the t h i r d w e e k i n M a y ; 

m a n y fettlers houfes w e r e not c o m p l e t e d , the 

C o m p a n y ' s ftorehoufe was b u t i m p e r f e c t l y 

b u i l t , a n d t h e i r fervants, c fpec ia l ly thofe o f 

the l o w e r o r d e r , w e r e v e r y b a d l y a c c o m ­

m o d a t e d : the foldiers al fo w e r e l iab le , f r o m 

v a r i o u s caufes, to be m u c h e x p o f e d , a n d 

the f e w fettlers w T ho w r ent f r o m E n g l a n d , w e r e 

leaft o f a l l prepared to meet the i m p e n d i n g 

di f f icult ies o f a r a i n y feafon. Perhaps the 

h i g h degree o f hea l th w h i c h a lmoft u n i v c r -

f a l l y p r e v a i l e d at the p e r i o d antecedent to the 

r a i n s , b y c r e a t i n g t o o m u c h conf idence i n the 

goodnefs o f the c l i m a t e , e fpecia l ly a m o n g the 

E u r o p e a n s , m i g h t o c c a f i o n f o m e flacknefs i n 

m a k i n g the neceffary preparat ions . 

Jt is o b v i o u s f r o m th is g e n e r a l v i e w o f the 

H o w progrefs o f the c o l o n y , that n o at tempt 

c o u l d as yet have b e e n m a d e to f u r v e y a n d 

m a r k 
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m a r k out the p r o m i f e d lots o f l a n d ; 'the b u i l d ­

i n g o f a t e m p o r a r y t o w n h a v i n g h i t h e r t o c n -

groffed n e a r l y the w h o l e a t t e n t i o n b o t h o f 

N o v a Scot ians a n d o f the C o m p a n y ' s fer­

vants : n o r h a d a n y fteps, w o r t h y o f b e i n g 

m e n t i o n e d , been as yet t a k e n w i t h a v i e w to 

c o m m e r c e ; t h o u g h , t h r o u g h the m i f t a k e n a d ­

v i c e o f the C o m p a n y ' s c o m m e r c i a l agent , 

f o m e goods f o r trade h a d been fent o u t b y 

the v e r y firft m i p s . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s t h i n k t h e y o u g h t n o t t o 

concea l f r o m the p r o p r i e t o r s , that a c o n f i d e r -

able degree o f m i f u n d e r f t a n d i n g h a d p r e ­

v a i l e d , antecedent to th is p e r i o d , b e t w e e n 

t h e G o v e r n o r a n d the C o u n c i l ; a n d that to 

t h e i r i n e f f i c i e n c y , d u r i n g the firft three or f o u r 

m o f t i m p o r t a n t m o n t h s , a part at leaft o f t h e 

fubfequent c a l a m i t y is e v i d e n t l y to be traced. 

E i g h t o f the p r i n c i p a l fervants h a d been 

n o m i n a t e d to be m e m b e r s o f the c o u n c i l , a n d 

a l l the i n f e r i o r officers h a d been e n j o i n e d to 

p a y the fame obedience to t h e i r orders w h i c h 

t h e y o w e d to the C o u r t o f D i r e c t o r s t h e m -

felves. T h e office o f G o v e r n o r h a v i n g b e ­

c o m e vacant at the t i m e w h e n the firft f h i p 

fa i led , M r . C l a r k l o n , w h o h a d g i v e n great 

fat is fact ion b y his c o n d u c t i n N o v a S c o t i a , 

w a s r e q u c i l e d to f i l l the i i t u a t i o n t i l l a f u c -

ceftbr f h o u l d be a p p o i n t e d , a n d l i e h a d the 

c a l l i n g vote i n c o u n c i l . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s , a l a r m e d b y the ev ident w a n t 

o f o r d e r a n d e n e r g y betrayed e v e n b y t h e 

firft a c c o u n t s , adopted t h e t e m p o r a r y e x p e ­

d i e n t 
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client o f t h r o w i n g the w h o l e r e f p o n f i b i l i t y o n 

M r . C l a r k f o n , g i v i n g h i m p e r m i f f i o n at the 

fame t i m e to a l fume the w h o l e p o w e r . W h e ­

t h e r the D i r e c t o r s e r r e d i n d i v i d i n g the a u ­

t h o r i t y a m o n g fo m a n y as e ight per fons , o r 

w h e t h e r the b l a m e b e l o n g e d m o r e p r o p e r l y 

t o the G o v e r n o r a n d C o u n c i l , i t is not p e r ­

haps m a t e r i a l n o w to canvas. T h e D i r e c t o r s 

a c q u i t the b o d y o f a c t i n g c o u n f e l l o r s o f a l l 

w i l f u l m i f e o n d u c t ; w i t h the e x c e p t i o n i n d e e d 

o f one p e r f o n d e t a i n e d i n t h e i r e m p l o y , but 

not o r i g i n a l l y a p p o i n t e d by t h e m , w h o f e 

k n o w l e d g e o f the nat ives a n d o f the c o u n t r y 

m a d e h i m appear a p e r f o n o f i m p o r t a n c e at 

the outfet o f the u n d e r t a k i n g , but w h o f e 

habits o f i n t o x i c a t i o n , idlenefs, a n d i r r e g u l a ­

r i t y , as w e l l as w a n t o f a c c u r a c y i n his i n f o r ­

m a t i o n , it is neceffary to m e n t i o n as o n e 

c h i e f caufe o f the firft diff icult ies o f the C o ­

l o n y , a n d o f t h e firft c o m m e r c i a l d i f a p p o i n t -

ments o f the C o m p a n y . It is p a r t l y to be 

a fcr ibcd to the e x t r a o r d i n a r y neglect o f th is 

p e r f o n ( w h o m it was the d u t y o f the G o v e r ­

n o r a n d C o u n c i l to d i rec t a n d c o n t r o l ) that 

the c o l o n y was not f u p p l i e d w i t h a n y frefti 

p r o v i f i o n s before the l i e k l y feafon a r r i v e d . 

T h e C o m p a n y ' s fhips w e r e n o t e m p l o y e d f o r 

th is p u r p o f e , as w a s d i r e c t e d to b$ d o n e ; a n d 

t h e o r i g i n a l b o d y o f i n f t r u c t i o n s to the G o ­

v e r n o r a n d C o u n c i l , d r a w n u p b y the C o u r t 

o f D i r e c t o r s a n d read to the p r o p r i e t o r s , r e ­

c e i v e d l i t t le o r n o c o n f i d e r a t i o n t i l l l o n g after 

t h i s p e r i o d . C o n f u i i o n i n the accounts , i n 

t h e ftores, i n the g o v e r n m e n t , i n the i n f o r ­

m a t i o n 



m a t i o n fent h o m e , a n d i n the operat ions o f 

e v e r y k i n d p r e v a i l e d ; a n d this c o n f u f i o n n o t 

o n l y t e n d e d to aggravate i n m a n y w a y s t h e 

d i h r e f s o f the f i c k l y feafon, but i t o u g h t , p e r ­

h a p s , to be flated as one p r i n c i p a l occaf ion o f 

the e x t r a o r d i n a r y m o r t a l i t y . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s b y n o means m a k e thefe 

obfervat ions w i t h a n y p e r f o n a l v i e w s , but 

t h e y t h i n k it t h e i r d u t y , w h e n t h e y are ftat-

i n g the m a t e r i a l events that have h a p p e n e d , 

t o declare a l i o t h e i r o w n i m p a r t i a l o p i n i o n o f 

the caufes w h i c h have led to t h e m . A n d as 

a l l the diflreffes a n d dif f icult ies o f the c o l o n y 

w e r e d u r i n g the firft r a i n y feafon at t h e i r 

h e i g h t , t h e y t h i n k it p r o p e r to be v e r y p a r ­

t i c u l a r i n t h e i r d e s c r i p t i o n b o t h o f the ante­

cedent Mate o f t h i n g s , a n d o f th is c a l a m i t o u s 

p e r i o d itfelf. T h e difference, a n d i n d e e d the 

c o n t r a i l , that has been e x p e r i e n c e d b e t w e e n 

the f u l l a n d f e c o n d r a i n y feafons, enables 

t h e m to d o this w i t h o u t fear e i ther o f g r e a t l y 

d i f p i r i t i n g the p r o p r i e t o r s , o r d i f c r e d i t i n g the 

u n d e r t a k i n g . 

T h e f icknefs w a s the m o i l fevere a n d 

a l a r m i n g at the b e g i n n i n g o f t h e r a i n s : 

a b o u t 8 0 0 blacks w e r e fuppofed to be l a i d 

u p at one t i m e , a n d v e r y f e w paffed t h r o u g h 

the w h o l e o f t h i s t r y i n g feafon w i t h o u t f o m e 

i n d i f p o h t i o n . T h e d i f o r d e r , w h i c h wns the 

fever c o m m o n to h o t c l imates , w h i l e i t affected 

i n dif ferent degrees the b l a c k s a n d w h i t e s 

a l m o f l i n d i f c r i m i n a t e l y , p r o v e d m u c h the m o l t 

fatal to the E u r o p e a n s , a n d e fpcc ia l ly to t h o l e 

l i v i n g 



l i v i n g o n fhore ; a m o n g w h o m the m o r t a l i t y 

w a s , at one t i m e , f u c h as to exc i te reafonable 

a p p r e h e n f i o n s c o n c e r n i n g the p r a c t i c a b i l i t y o f 

the w h o l e u n d e r t a k i n g , i n the m i n d s o f a n y 

perfons n o t w e l l a c q u a i n t e d w i t h the p e c u l i a r 

c i r c u m f t a n c e s o f the cafe. 

I n the h e i g h t o f the f icknefs , a l l the m e ­

d i c a l per fons , w i t h but one e x c e p t i o n , w e r e 

l a i d u p , fo that a f e w o f the c h i e f fervants 

o n l y c o u l d be p r o p e r l y a t t e n d e d . T h e f tore-

keepers , l i v i n g i n a d a m p ftorehoufe, w e r e 

f o m e o f the firft v i c t i m s ; i n c r e a l i n g d i f f i c u l t y 

a n d c o n f u f i o n i n the d e l i v e r y o f the ftores 

w a s the c o n f e q u e n c e : a reta i l fhop h a d n o t 

y e t been fet u p , n o r h a d a m o n e y - m e d i u m 

been eftabli fhed ; the doors o f the ftorehoufe 

w e r e c o n t i n u a l l y c r o u d e d , but n e i t h e r f o o d 

n o r p h y f i c , n o r the other necelfaries f o r t h e 

f i c k , t h o u g h f u p p l i e d b y the D i r e c t o r s i n 

fufficient q u a n t i t i e s , w e r e p r o p e r l y d i f t r i -

b u t e d . T h e fettlers h u t s , w h i c h w e r e v e r y 

f m a l l , w e r e alfo m a n y o f t h e m d a m p , a n d a 

f e w w e r e as yet u n f i n i i h e d : a great depref-

i i o n o f fpir i ts at the fame t i m e g e n e r a l l y p r e ­

v a i l e d , w h i c h p r o d u c e d a total helpleffnefs 

i n the cafe o f o n e o r t w o f a m i l i e s f r o m 

E n g l a n d , a n d this w a s one c h i e f a g g r a v a t i o n 

o f the d i f o r d e r . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s w i l l not here ant ic ipate a l l 

the m o r e p a r t i c u l a r i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h t h e y 

w i l l have to g i v e o n the head o f the c o ­

l o n y ' s h e a l t h , l i n c e it w i l l be f o u n d i n i ts 

p l a c e i n a f u b f c q u e n t part o f t h i s r e p o r t : 

t h e y w i l l at prefent o n l y m e n t i o n that almoft 

one 



o n e half* o f the w h i t e s l i v i n g o n fhore w e r e 

c a r r i e d o f f d u r i n g this d r e a d f u l feafon, a n d 

n e a r l y one t e n t h o f the N o v a S c o t i a n s . 

T h e c o l o n y w a s j u f t e m e r g i n g f r o m that 

Mate o f diftrefs i n t o w h i c h it h a d been t h r o w n , 

w h e n a n e w event o f a p e r p l e x i n g k i n d 

c a l l e d f o r the a t t e n t i o n o f the g o v e r n m e n t . 

A f h i p a r r i v e d f r o m the I l l e o f * B u l a m , h a v ­

i n g o n b o a r d a great n u m b e r o f paffengers, 

m a n y o f t h e m e x t r e m e l y l i c k , w h o def ired 

t o be rece ived i n t o the c o l o n y . T h e D i r e c ­

tors o f the S i e r r a L e o n e C o m p a n y h a d p r e -

v i o u f l y d e c l i n e d a c c e p t i n g propofa ls to g o 

o u t as c o l o n i f t s , m a d e t o t h e m i n E n g l a n d 

b y m a n y o f the fame perfons w h o w e n t to 

B u l a m ; f o r t h e y h a d c o n c e i v e d the firft f u c -

cefs o f t h e i r c o l o n y c f fent ia l ly to d e p e n d o n 

t h e c x c l u f i o n o f a l l E u r o p e a n s ; thofe a lone 

e x c e p t e d w h o , b e i n g i n the r e g u l a r p a y o f 

t h e C o m p a n y w e r e e n t i r e l y fubjecl: to t h e m . 

T h e y w e r e a f r a i d that e v e n a f e w m e n f r o m 

h e n c e o f a n i m p r o p e r caft, i n the f i t u a t i o n o f 

i n d e p e n d e n t fett lers, m i g h t m a t e r i a l l y p r e ­

j u d i c e o r e n d a n g e r the u n d e r t a k i n g ; that 

t h e y m i g h t c o r r u p t the m o r a l s o f the c o l o n y , 

refufe d u e obedience to g o v e r n m e n t , as w e l l 

as exc i te a f p i r i t o f g e n e r a l d i f c o n t e n t ; a n d 

i f f o r a n y o f thefe caufes t h e y m o u l d be e x -

* The Ifle of Bulam, on which the Bulam Aflbciation pro-
pofed to make a fettlement, is fituated near the mouth of the 
Rio Grande, about two and a half degrees, or about 175 miles 
north of Sierra Leoncv The Bollam, or Bulam Shore, here­
after fpoken of, is the ihorc immediately oppoftte Sierra Leone. 
—See Map, 
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e l u d e d f r o m the fe t t lement , that t h e y m i g h t 

t h e n o n l y be d r i v e n , e fpec la l ly i f t h e y h a d 

left debts i n E n g l a n d , t o feek a p r e c a r i o u s 

l i v e l i h o o d , b y v a r i o u s i m p r o p e r m e a n s , a m o n g 

t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g nat ives , a n d perhaps e v e n ­

t u a l l y to t u r n t o S l a v e T r a d e r s . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s h a d b e e n d e t e r m i n e d b y 

thefe c o n f i d e r a t i o n s to f o r b i d f o r the pre fent , 

w i t h a v e r y f e w e x c e p t i o n s , the a d m i f h o n o f 

E u r o p e a n s i n t o the c o l o n y ; t h e y h a d a l fo 

d e e m e d i t neceffary t o i n q u i r e v e r y ftrictly, 

b o t h i n t o the characters a n d c i r c u m f t a n c e s o f 

thofe w h o w e n t o u t i n t h e i r f e r v i c e ; a n d t h e y 

h a d m a d e i t a r u l e to let n o m a n g o to S i e r r a 

L e o n e , w h o left debts i n E n g l a n d u n d i s ­

c h a r g e d ; a ru le o f great l i fe a n d i m p o r t a n c e , 

t h e p r i n c i p l e o f w h i c h m u l t be g i v e n u p i f 

t h e B u l a m a d v e n t u r e r s , w h o w e r e a b o d y o f 

m e n u n k n o w n to the S i e r r a L e o n e C o m p a n y , 

m o u l d be rece ived there . T h e D i r e c t o r s h a d 

t a k e n the p r e c a u t i o n o f i n f o r m i n g the G o v e r ­

n o r a n d C o u n c i l v e r y f u l l y o f t h e i r f e n t i -

m e n t s , o n the w h o l e o f th is i m p o r t a n t f u b -

j e c t ; a n d t h e y h a d d i r e c t e d that every 

f r i e n d l y affiftance l h o u l d be r e n d e r e d to t h e 

B u l a m c o l o n y ; b u t i n cafe it m o u l d h a p p e n 

that t h e y m o u l d leave B u l a m a n d c o m e t o 

S i e r r a L e o n e , that t h e y w e r e not to be a l ­

l o w e d p e r m a n e n t l y to fettle there . T h e 

S i e r r a L e o n e g o v e r n m e n t , i n c o n f o r m i t y 

w i t h thefe i n f t r u c t i o n s , d e c l i n e d r e c e i v i n g the 

pal fengers f r o m B u l a m as ref idents i n t o the 

c o l o n y ; but after f u p p l y i n g the f i c k w i t h a 

f e w necel lar ies , w h o w e r e a c c o m m o d a t e d f o r 
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a hhort t i m e o n m o r e , t h e y f u r n i f h c d t h e m 

w i t h a veffel to aiTiit i n b r i n g i n g t h e m b a c k 

to E n g l a n d , as t h e i r o w n f h i p , the C a l y p f o , 

w a s e x c e e d i n g l y c r o u d e d . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s h a v e t h o u g h t it p r o p e r t o 

Mate t h u s f u l l y a n d e x p l i c i t l y , b o t h the orders 

ient out a n d the m o t i v e s w h i c h operated w i t h 

t h e m o n the o c c a i i o n that has been j u f l 

f p o k e n o f : t h e y w e r e b y n o means actuated 

b y n a r r o w v i e w s o f m o n o p o l y a n d j e a i o u f y 

o f o ther traders ; n o r fha l l t h e y ever fuffer 

t h e m f e l v e s , as t h e y t r u l l , to be g o v e r n e d b y 

a n y fuch p r i n c i p l e s ; a n d t h e y are p e r f u a d e d 

a l fo , that t h e y l h a l l o n l y f e c o n d the v i e w s o f 

the p r o p r i e t o r s , b y g i v i n g e n c o u r a g e m e n t a n d 

a i l i f tance to a n y p r u d e n t a n d w e l l r e g u l a t e d 

fehemcs o f fe t t lement o n the coai t o f A f r i c a , 

fo far as i t c a n be d o n e w i t h o u t t o o m u c h 

e x p e n f e t o themfe lves , a n d w i t h o u t c o m ­

m i t t i n g to a n y frefh h a z a r d the intcrefts o f 

t h e i r o w n c o l o n y . 

T h e c h i e f object that engaged the a t t e n ­

t i o n o f the g o v e r n m e n t o f S i e r r a L e o n e after 

the l i c k n e f s abated, w a s the d i l l r i b u t i o n o f 

the lots o f l a n d ; a w o r k m u c h m o r e a r d u o u s 

t h a n h a d been e x p e c t e d . It w a s f o u n d i m ­

pract icable i n d e e d to g i v e at o n c e to each i n ­

d i v i d u a l h i s lot o f t w e n t y a c r e s ; thofe l a n d s 

o f the C o m p a n y w h i c h are c i t h e r c o n t i g u o u s 

to the w a t e r f ide , o r w i t h i n a reafonable dis­

tance f r o m F r e e t o w n , n o t b e i n g fufficient f o r 

t h e p u r p o f e . E v e n the l a b o u r o f c u t t i n g t h e 

nece i fary p a t h s , a n d o f m e a f u r i n g fo great a 

tract 



tract o f c o u n t r y , w o u l d have been t o o great 

to be eaf i ly a c c o m p l i s h e d i n a f ing le feafom 

T h e N o v a Scot ians w e r e m a d e fo fenfible o f 

t h i s , that t h e y w e r e w i l l i n g to accept o f four-

acre lots f o r the prefent , o f w h i c h h o w e v e r 

t h e y n o w became e x c e e d i n g l y eager to have 

i m m e d i a t e p o f f e f l i o n . 

B o t h the D i r e c t o r s a n d the S i e r r a L e o n e 

G o v e r n m e n t w e r e earneft to have this i m p o r ­

tant w o r k effected ; f o r t h e y w e r e b o u n d b y 

the f p i r i t o f the p r o m i f e s m a d e i n N o v a S c o t i a 

to lofe n o t i m e i n d i f t r i b u t i n g the l a n d , t h e y 

w rere u r g e d alfo b y the c o n t i n u a l i m p o r t u n i ­

ties o f the c o l o n i f t s , a n d t h e y w e r e at the 

fame t i m e i n f l u e n c e d b y p e c u n i a r y confeder­

ations to attempt the m o l l f p c e d y a c c o m p l i f h -

m e n t o f the b u f m e f s ; f ince each c o l o n i f t 

e i t h e r c o n t i n u e d to d r a w f r o m the p u b l i c 

( lores a g r a t u i t o u s a l l o w a n c e o f p r o v i f i o n s , 

u n t i l h i s lot o f g r o u n d was g i v e n h i m , o r 

elfe w a s e m p l o y e d i n w o r k i n g u n d e r the 

C o m p a n y , w h e n perhaps there was n o great 

o c c a f i o n f o r h i s fervices. 

T h e orders fent o u t b y the D i r e c t o r s o n 

t h e fubject o f p r o v i f i o n s , e x t e n d e d o n l y to 

a n a l l o w a n c e f o r a t e r m that w a s fpec i f ied , 

a n d a p p l i e d e q u a l l y to the N o v a Scot ians , to 

the C o m p a n y ' s fervants , a n d to the f e w c o ­

loni f ts f r o m hence . T h e g o v e r n m e n t w e r e 

i n f t r u c t e d to g i v e to al l thefe u n i v e r f a l l y three 

m o n t h s f u l l a l l o w a n c e , e q u a l to the c o m m o n 

a r m y a l l o w a n c e , a n d three m o n t h s h a l f a l ­

l o w a n c e ; b u t t h e y , c o n c e i v i n g that the m o -

u t ives 
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t ives w h i c h fuggefted the g i v i n g o f th is g r a ­

t u i t y , as w e l l as the e q u i t y a n d e v e n the 

necefhty o f the cafe, ca l led f o r f o m e e x t e n l i o n 

o f i t , t h o u g h t p r o p e r to c o n t i n u e g i v i n g i t to 

a l l thofe co loni f ts w h o w e r e k e p t out o f p o f ­

fe f l ion o f t h e i r f o u r acre lots o f l a n d , a n d 

w h o w e r e n o t engaged i n t h e C o m p a n y ' s 

e m p l o y . T h e D i r e c t o r s , t h o u g h fcnf ible o f 

the great charge to w h i c h t h e y w e r e fubject-

i n g the C o m p a n y , o n t a k i n g a l l c i r c u m f t a n -

ces i n t o t h e i r c o n f i d e r a t i o n , c o u l d n o t refufe 

t h e i r acquiefcence i n thefe mcafures o f the 

g o v e r n m e n t . 

T h e i m p o r t a n c e o f p r o c e e d i n g w i t h as l i t t l e 

d e l a y as p o i l i b l e i n the d i f t r i b u t i o n o f the 

l a n d s was fo f l r o n g l y felt i n the c o l o n y , that 

t h e C o m p a n y ' s S u r v e y o r o f b u i l d i n g s ( w h o 

t o o k o n h i m the d u t y o f the S u r v e y o r o f 

l a n d s , the latter h a v i n g r e t u r n e d o n ac­

c o u n t o f i l l h e a l t h to E n g l a n d ) a t t e m p t e d 

w i t h the greateft f p i r i t t o b e g i n h i s o p e r a ­

t i o n s , together w i t h a p a r t y o f N o v a S c o t i a n s , 

e v e n before the ra ins w e r e o v e r ; b u t h e w a s 

repeatedly f l o p p e d b y i i c k n e f s . N e a r l y t h e 

w h o l e f u c c e e d i n g d r y feafon was c o n f u m c d 

before the c o m p l e t e f u r v e y a n d d i f t r i b u t i o n 

o f the f o u r acre lots w e r e f i n i f h e d , t h o u g h 

v e r y great a n d conftant e x e r t i o n s w e r e m a d e , 

a n d a large p a r t y o f m e n w e r e e m p l o y e d i n 

t h e w o r k . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s feel m u c h regret at h a v i n g 

to m e n t i o n to the P r o p r i e t o r s , that the l a n d 

a d j o i n i n g to the fett lement has p r o v e d b y n o 

m e a n s 



means fo g o o d as e v e r y account received be­

fore the i n f t i t u t i o n o f the C o m p a n y h a d l e d 

t h e m to e x p e c t . T h e d e f c r i p t i o n g i v e n o f i t 

i n the w o r k o f L i e u t e n a n t M a t t h e w s , to. 

w h i c h t h e y h a d i n f o m e meafure t r u f t e d , 

is far m o r e f a v o u r a b l e t h a n f u r t h e r o b f e r v a -

t i o n o f that p a r t i c u l a r part o f the c o u n t r y 

w o u l d h a v e j u f t i f i c d . T h e D i r e c t o r s Itate 

th is to be a d i s a p p o i n t m e n t o f the m o i l fer ious 

k i n d , t o w h i c h m a y be afcr ibed m a n y o f 

the di f f icul t ies , a n d a great part o f the u n e x ­

p e c t e d charges , that h a v e attended the e i l a -

b l i f h m c n t o f the c o l o n y . T h e fcite o f F r e e ­

t o w n is uncjuef t ionably the belt that can be 

f o u n d , i n refpect o f the f a l u b r i t y o f the a i r , 

t h e goodnefs o f the w a t e r , a n d the c o n v e ­

n i e n c e o f the l a n d i n g - p l a c e ; it c a n h a r d l y 

f a i l therefore to c o n t i n u e the c h i e f place o f 

t rade , t h o u g h o t h e r parts at a moderate d i i -

tance , p a r t i c u l a r l y thofe o n the oppof i te f ide 

o f t h e r i v e r , w i l l be f o u n d the m o l t f a v o u r ­

able to c u l t i v a t i o n . C o n i i d c r a b l e p a i n s a n d 

expenfe have been b e i t o w e d o n the i m p r o v e ­

m e n t o f the l a n d i n g - p l a c e ; feveral o t h e r 

p u b l i c w o r k s o f the firft i m p o r t a n c e , f u c h as 

the e r e c t i n g o f a c h u r c h , h o f p i t a l , w a r e -

houfes , a n d o t h e r b u i l d i n g s ( o f w h i c h the 

frames w e r e fent f r o m h e n c e ) , the f e n c i n g 

a n d c u l t i v a t i n g o f a g a r d e n o f e x p e r i m e n t , 

a n d the e x e c u t i o n o f fome meafures f o r the 

defence o f the c o l o n y , have a l io c o n i t a n t l y 

o c c u p i e d a conf iderable n u m b e r o f the N o v a 

Scot ia b l a c k s , a n d have caufed a v e r y large 

u 2 e x p e n f e . 
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e x p e n f e . T h e D i r e c t o r s have the fat isfadtion 

o f o b f e r v i n g , that n o f o r t has been t h o u g h t 

neceffary. 

A s the f e c o n d d r y feafon a d v a n c e d , t h e 

c o l o n y appears to have been i m p r o v i n g i n a l l 

refpects. A n a l t e r a t i o n w a s m a d e i n the 

m o d e o f g o v e r n m e n t , a n e w c o u n c i l o f three 

perfons h a v i n g been d e t e r m i n e d o n b y the 

C o u r t o f D i r e c t o r s inftead o f a c o u n c i l o f 

e ight ; a n d t w o g e n t l e m e n o f conf iderable e x ­

p e r i e n c e * , the one ufed to a n e w c o l o n y , 

the o t h e r to a t r o p i c a l c l i m a t e , w e r e the c o u n -

fel lors fent out. 

R e g u l a r m i n u t e s o f c o u n c i l w e r e k e p t f r o m 

this p e r i o d , a n d alfo a j o u r n a l o f e v e r y m a ­

ter ia l t r a n f a c t i o n i n the c o l o n y , copies o f 

w h i c h w e r e lent to E n g l a n d f r o m t i m e to 

t i m e . P e r i o d i c a l reports o f the progrefs o f 

each p r i n c i p a l fervant o f the C o m p a n y , i n h i s 

p a r t i c u l a r d e p a r t m e n t , w e r e alfo m a d e to the 

g o v e r n m e n t , a n d t r a n f m i t t e d , together w i t h 

t h e i r r e m a r k s t h e r e o n , to the D i r e c t o r s ; a n 

i n d e n t w a s fent h o m e o f a l l the E u r o p e a n 

articles l i k e l y to be c o n f u m e d a n n u a l l y b y t h e 

co loni f ts ; a m o r e correct m o d e o f corres­

p o n d i n g was entered u p o n ; a n d the o r i g i n a l 

i n f t r u c t i o n s o f the C o u r t , as w e l l as v a r i o u s 

parts o f t h e i r fubfequent letters, w e r e n o w , 

f o r the firft t i m e , f u l l y a n f w e r e d . 

* M r , Dawes and M r . MacauJay. 

A t 



A t the fame sera w h e n this i m p r o v e m e n t 

t o o k place i n refpect to the i n t e l l i g e n c e fent 

t o E n g l a n d , the i n t e r n a l o r d e r o f the c o l o n y 

appears to have a d v a n c e d m a t e r i a l l y . N e w 

p lans w e r e f o r m e d f o r the m a i n t e n a n c e o f the 

p o l i c e a n d the a d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f j u f f i c e ; m o r e 

genera l h a r m o n y began to p r e v a i l alfo a m o n g 

t h e C o m p a n y ' s f e r v a n t s ; f o m e pains w e r e 

t a k e n to b r i n g u p a n d fettle p r o p e r l y the C o m ­

p a n y ' s accounts w h i c h h a d fa l len i n t o great 

c o n f u f i o n , a n d m o r e r e g u l a r i t y o f e v e r y k i n d 

was i n t r o d u c e d : at the fame t i m e the p u b l i c 

w o r k s g r a d u a l l y a d v a n c e d , a p l a n was f o r m e d 

f o r r e b u i l d i n g the t o w n o n a m o r e e x t e n f i v e 

f c a l e ; a n d the natives ( w h o c o n t i n u e d p e r ­

f e c t l y f r i e n d l y a n d often flocked to the fettle­

m e n t ) appeared to v i e w the i m p r o v i n g Itate 

o f S i e r r a L e o n e w i t h i n c r e a f i n g Sat is fact ion, 

T h e b r e a k i n g out o f the w a r i n d e e d at t h i s 

t i m e d a m p e d the h o p e s , a n d i n f o m e meafure 

i n t e r r u p t e d the progrefs , o f the r i f i n g c o l o n y ; 

the e m b a r g o l a i d o n ( h i p p i n g i n E n g l a n d , at 

the b e g i n n i n g o f i t , deta ined f o m e o f the C o m ­

p a n y ' s veffels at a v e r y i n c o n v e n i e n t p e r i o d ; 

the p r o h i b i t i o n to fend out p r o v i f i o n s , e x ­

cept i n fhips a r m e d , as w e l l as f a i l i n g w i t h 

c o n v o y , p r o v e d alfo h i g h l y d e t r i m e n t a l to the 

fet t lement : great m u r m u r s w e r e e x c i t e d b y 

t h e t e m p o r a r y w a n t o f flour, w h i c h was the 

confecjuence, a n d the dread o f not b e i n g able 

to get f r o m the n e i g h b o u r h o o d a fufficient 

q u a n t i t y o f r ice (the f u b i i i t u t e f o r bread t o 
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w h i c h the D i r e c t o r s t r u f l e d ) oecaf ioned v e r y 

fer ious uncaf inefs to the g o v e r n m e n t . T h e a d ­

d i t i o n a l p r i c e that was l a i d o n the C o m p a n y ' s 

g o o d s , i n confequence o f the w a r , aggravated 

the d i f c o n t e n t o f the co loni f ts ; a n d a part o f 

the p r o p o f e d p l a n f o r r e b u i l d i n g the t o w n 

w a s about th is t i m e v e h e m e n t l y objected to 

b y the N o v a S c o t i a n s , t h e y r e f u f i n g to a d m i t 

o f a r e f e r v a t i o n o f g r o u n d near the m o r e , 

w h i c h the G o v e r n m e n t t h o u g h t p r o p e r to 

m a k e f o r the l a k e o f p u b l i c c o n v e n i e n c e : t h i s 

laft d i l p u t e was fett led, after f o m e degree o f 

c o n c e f l i o n o n the part o f the c o m p a n y . T h e 

fecret caufe, h o w e v e r , to w h i c h the D i r e c t o r s 

h a v e been i n f o r m e d that m u c h o f the d i f l a -

t i s f a c t i o n p r e v a i l i n g at this p e r i o d m a y be 

t r a c e d , w a s the u n b e c o m i n g c o n d u c t o f one 

o f the C o m p a n y ' s fervants, w h o , o n M r . C l a r k -

f o i l ' s l e a v i n g the c o l o n y , t o o k o c c a f i o n t o 

p r e j u d i c e a c o n i i d c r a b l e p a r t y o f labourers 

w o r k i n g u n d e r h i m , a g a i n l t the f u c c e e d i n g 

g o v e r n m e n t . T h i s b o d y o f m e n made an a t ­

t e m p t to raife the p r i c e o f l a b o u r i n the c o ­

l o n y , w h i c h w a s a l r e a d y v e r y h i g h , b y c o m ­

b i n i n g to leave t h e i r w o r k ; but n o t f i n d i n g 

the g o v e r n m e n t i n c l i n e d to y i e l d i n a n y m e a -

fure to t h e i r w i f h e s , t h e y r e t u r n e d , after a 

w e e k ' s i n t e r v a l , to t h e i r e m p l o y m e n t s , a n d 

the C o m p a n y ' s fervant w h o was fuppofed to 

have f o w n the feeds o f th is d i i T e n t i o n , a n d 

w h o h a d alfo mani fe f ted the greatelt d i f -

refpedt t o w a r d s the g o v e r n m e n t , h a v i n g c o m e 

to E n g l a n d , was di fmif fed f r o m the Service. 

For 



F o r the fake o f Sat isfying the m i n d s o f the 

c o l o n i f t s , a n d Secur ing the peace o f the fettle­

m e n t , it w a s agreed that t w o delegates, to 

be c h o f e n b y the w h o l e b o d y o f N o v a 

S c o t i a n s , Should be fent to E n g l a n d to l a y 

t h e i r c o m p l a i n t s before the C o u r t o f D i r e c ­

tors . T h i s meafure appears to have i m m e ­

d i a t e l y p r o d u c e d the g o o d effect e x p e c t e d 

f r o m i t . 

M a n y c i r c u m f t a n c c s h a p p e n e d d u r i n g t h e 

courfe o f th is f e c o n d feafon, w h i c h c l e a r l y 

d e m o n f t r a t e d the p r a c t i c a b i l i t y o f i n t r o d u c i n g 

c u l t i v a t i o n , t rade, a n d c i v i l i z a t i o n i n t o A f r i c a , 

a l t h o u g h the p r e v a l e n c e o f the S lave T r a d e , 

a n d the c o u n t e r a c t i n g in f luence o f the per fons 

e n g a g e d i n i t a l m o l t e v e r y w h e r e i m p e d e d , 

m o r e or lefs, the v i e w s o f the C o m p a n y . O n e 

o f the M e m b e r s o f C o u n c i l , a c c o m p a n i e d b y 

a n o t h e r fervant o f the C o m p a n y , m a d e a 

v o y a g e to the I f l a n d o f B a n a n a s , the C a m a -

rancas R i v e r , a n d the P l a i n t a i n J H a n d , a l l 

l y i n g to the f o u t h o f S i e r r a L e o n e , c o n v e r f e d 

w i t h f o m e o f the chiefs , a n d h a p p i l y r e m o v e d , 

i n a great meafure , the pre judices w h i c h t h e y 

h a d i m b i b e d againft the C o m p a n y , w h o f e 

def igns h a d been reprefented to t h e m as d i ­

r e c t l y h o f t i l e to t h e i r intereft . A s m u c h i n ­

f o r m a t i o n o n the general fubject o f C i v i l i z a ­

t i o n w i l l be g i v e n i n detai l hereafter, n o m o r e 

t h a n the b r i e f m e n t i o n o f the fuccefs o f t h e 

C o m p a n y ' s endeavours to intereft the chiefs i n 

t h e i r f a v o u r , feems i n th is place necef lary . 

£ 4 T h e 
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T h e a d v a n c i n g ftate o f a r e g u l a r p l a n t a ­

t i o n o f the C o m p a n y , w o r k e d b y n a t i v e l a ­

b o u r e r s , o n the i ide o f the r i v e r o p p o l i t e t o 

F r e e t o w n , is a n o t h e r fubject neceffary to be 

n o t i c e d here , i n order to g i v e a juft idea 

o f the progrefs o f the C o l o n y ; but this a l i o , 

as w e l l as the benefits d e r i v e d f r o m the l a ­

b o u r s o f the C o m p a n y ' s botani f t , w i l l be m o r e 

p a r t i c u l a r l y f p o k c n o f u n d e r the head o f C u l ­

t i v a t i o n . 

• T h e D i r e c t o r s are f o r r y to m e n t i o n , that 

the e x e r t i o n s o f t h e i r m i n e r a l o g i i t , w h o w a s 

p r o m i f m g to h i m f e l f great fuccefs i n h is r e ­

searches, w e r e Suddenly t e r m i n a t e d b y a n u n ­

h a p p y accident w h i c h b r o u g h t o n his d e a t h . 

H i s i m p a t i e n c e to purSue the objects f o r the 

Sake o f w h i c h he w e n t o u t , l e d h i m , c o n t r a r y 

to the o p i n i o n o f the G o v e r n o r a n d C o u n c i l , 

to at tempt a n i n c u r f i o n i n t o the i n t e r i o r 

c o u n t r y before the ra ins w e r e o v e r : he was 

f u r n i i h e d w i t h goods to the a m o u n t o f £200 

o r ^ 3 0 0 , w i t h w h i c h he p r o p o f e d to trade as 

w e l l as to p u r c h a f e neceffaries d u r i n g h i s 

j o u r n e y , a n d he was attended w h e n he fet 

o f f b y one or t w o free blacks . It appears 

that he w a s after a fhort t i m e p l u n d e r e d o f 

h i s g o o d s , i n a part o f the c o u n t r y w h e r e f o m e 

d a n g e r o f this fort m i g h t have been a p p r e ­

h e n d e d . W h e n he got b a c k to S i e r r a L e o n e , 

h e was t o o w e a k a n d e x h a u f t e d b y a fever , 

w h i c h he h a d contracted d u r i n g his e x p e d i ­

t i o n , to g i v e a n y d i i t i n c t a c c o u n t o f h is m i s ­

f o r t u n e s , or o f the h a r d i h i p s he h a d fuffered 

p n his r e t u r n , a n d he d i e d a f e w days after. 

A n u m b e r 



A n u m b e r o f o t h e r c ircumffonces v e r y i n -

t e r c f t i n g to the c o l o n y , a n d to the feel ings o f 

t h e D i r e c t o r s , have h a p p e n e d f r o m t i m e t o 

t i m e , w h i c h , i f t h e y w e r e a l l deta i led , w o u l d 

e x t e n d this report to a v e r y considerable 

l e n g t h : the rec i ta l o f t h e m w o u l d t e n d t o 

f h e w the v a r i e t y o f u n e x p e c t e d di f f icult ies , 

acc idents , a n d dangers to w h i c h a n e w c o ­

l o n y is fubject , a n d m o r e f u l l y to e x p l a i n the 

caufes o f that v e r y large e x p e n d i t u r e w h i c h 

the D i r e c t o r s w i l l have to f tate: i t w r o u l d 

al fo ferve to e x h i b i t the g r o w i n g f trength o f 

t h e c o l o n y ; a n d to p r o v e that i t has n o w 

b e c o m e m u c h m o r e able to f u r m o u n t a n y 

c o m m o n acc ident , t h a n it h a d been d u r i n g its 

ear l ier i n f a n c y . 

O n e event n o t y e t n o t i c e d deferves to be 

p a r t i c u l a r i z e d ; that o f the a r r i v a l at S i e r r a 

L e o n e o f the late K i n g N a i m b a n n a ' s f o n , 

w h o h a d c o m e to E n g l a n d for e d u c a t i o n , a n d 

h i s death w i t h i n t w o days after. H i s c h a ­

racter a n d i m p r o v e m e n t i n l e a r n i n g w i l l 

m a k e a n i n t e r e l t i n g a r t i c l e , w h e n the p a r t i ­

c u l a r p o i n t o f the C i v i l i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a is 

c o n i i d e r e d . H i s father , w h o was k i n g o r 

c h i e f o f S i e r r a L e o n e , d i e d a f e w m o n t h s 

after the i n f t i t u t i o n o f the c o l o n y , to w h i c h 

he f h e w e d h i m f e l f o n a l l occafions the l i r m c i t 

f r i e n d , a n d the n e w s o f h i s deceafe occaf ioned 

h i s fon's r e t u r n . I t is not at a l l p r o b a b l e , 

that i f the f o n h a d l i v e d he w o u l d have been 

elected K i n g b y the chiefs w i t h w h o m the 

c h o i c e l ies ; f o r t h e y feem di fpofed i n this 

i n f t a n c e , 



instance , as has b e e n the c u s t o m i n other 

cafes, to prefer fome p e r f o n o f a m o r e a d ­

v a n c e d age to a l l the y o u n g re lat ions o f the 

deceafed. B u t t h o u g h the D i r e c t o r s h a d n o 

e x p e c t a t i o n that the f o n w o u l d fucceed to the 

Situation o f h is father , yet there w e r e c i r -

cumftances w h i c h l e d t h e m to h o p e that he 

w o u l d not f a i l to r e n d e r m o l t i m p o r t a n t fer-

vices to the C o m p a n y o n his r e t u r n to h i s 

n a t i v e c o u n t r y ; a n d t h e y therefore w i f h to 

p a y to h is m e m o r y the just t r i b u t e o f o b f e r v -

i n g , that t h e y c o n f i d c r the death o f fo f incere 

a f r i e n d to the S i e r r a L e o n e C o m p a n y , a n d 

o f fo e n l i g h t e n e d a n A f r i c a n , as one o f the 

ca lamit ies w i t h w h i c h t h e y have been v i f i t e d , 

a n d as one o f the inftances i n w h i c h P r o v i ­

dence has been pleafed to d i f a p p o i n t the i m ­

m e d i a t e hopes a n d expectat ions o f the i n f a n t 

c o l o n y . A f u f p i c i o n arofe a m o n g f t h i s c o u n ­

t r y m e n , i n confequence o f the groundless 

f u g g c f l i o n o f a b l a c k , that he h a d been p o i -

foned b y a fervant o f the C o m p a n y o n f h i p 

b o a r d , a n d a l o n g p a l a v e r was h e l d u p o n t h e 

fubject ; b y w h i c h , t h o u g h it ended f a v o u r ­

a b l y , f o m e a l a r m was e x c i t e d i n the fettle­

m e n t , a n d l o m e v e r y unreafonable expenfes , 

t h r o u g h the n e c e l l i t y o f e n t e r t a i n i n g a great 

c o n c o u r f c o f nat ives , w e r e i n c u r r e d . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s i n g i v i n g this h i s t o r i c a l ac­

c o u n t o f the c o l o n y , w h i c h t h e y have n o w 

b r o u g h t d o w n to the b e g i n n i n g o f the f e c o n d 

r a i n y feafon, have not f p o k e n o f the T r a d e 



o f the C o m p a n y , that b e i n g a fubject w h i c h 

w i l l be better treated o f b y itfelf. I t m u f t be 

o b v i o u s , f r o m the v i e w o f t h i n g s w h i c h has 

b e e n g i v e n , that the e f t a b l i i h m e n t o f t h e 

c o l o n y , i n v o l v i n g as it has d o n e the h a p p i n e f s 

o f above a t h o u f a n d p e r f o n s , a n d i m p l i c a t i n g 

alfo i n a great meafure the f u t u r e c o m m e r ­

c i a l interests o f the C o m p a n y , has h i t h e r t o 

b e e n the c h i e f object. C o n s i d e r a b l e e x e r t i o n s 

h o w e v e r w e r e m a d e d u r i n g the f e c o n d d r y 

feafon i n the w a y o f t rade, the G o v e r n o r a n d 

C o u n c i l h a v i n g f o l l o w e d u p the orders fent 

o u t o n th is fubject w i t h great f p i r i t . 

B u t here the D i r e c t o r s have to m e n t i o n 

a n o t h e r c a l a m i t y v e r y l a t e l y a n n o u n c e d to 

t h e m , w h i c h is l i k e l y to p r o d u c e f o m e degree 

o f i n c o n v e n i e n c e to the c o l o n y , as w e l l as i n ­

t e r r u p t i o n to the trade ; but w h i c h is c h i e f l y 

t o be l a m e n t e d o n account o f the p e c u n i a r y 

Jofs a t t e n d i n g i t , n a m e l y , the d e s t r u c t i o n o f 

t h e C o m p a n y ' s f tore- fhip the Y o r k , w i t h a 

considerable q u a n t i t y o f goods i n h e r , b y l i r e . 

T h e f e c o n f i l t e d p a r t l y o f the cargo o f the 

f h i p H a r p y , w h i c h h a d l a t e l y a r r i v e d f r o m 

E n g l a n d , a n d p a r t l y o f A f r i c a n p r o d u c e , v a ­

l u e d at about £ 4 . 0 0 0 , w h i c h h a d been c o l ­

lected b y the C o m p a n y ' s f m a l l velfels u p a n d 

d o w n the coast, a n d was o n the p o i n t o f b e i n g 

fent to E n g l a n d . T h e fire is stated to have 

h a p p e n e d i n the day t i m e , b u t to h a v e fpread 

nevertheless w i t h great r a p i d i t y , h a v i n g c a u g h t 

the a w n i n g o v e r the d e c k : f o m e attempts 

w e r e m a d e to i n d u c e b o t h the natives a n d 

fettlers 



Settlers to affift i n e x t i n g u i f h i n g i t , b u t t h e y 

a l l r e f i l l e d t o a p p r o a c h the veffel , c o n c e i v i n g 

that a large q u a n t i t y o f g u n p o w d e r w a s o n 

b o a r d / n o r w o u l d t h e y credit a n y affurances 

t o the c o n t r a r y . T h e w h o l e Iofs l u f t a i n e d 

b y the C o m p a n y o n th is o c c a f i o n , is c a l c u ­

lated b y the G o v e r n o r a n d C o u n c i l at above 

j f . 1 5 , 0 0 0 . N o i n f u r a n c e h a d been m a d e e i ther 

o n the veffel o r the goods i n h e r , w h i c h i n ­

deed it w o u l d not have been v e r y p r a c t i ­

cable t o effect, to a n y c o n f i d c r a b l e e x t e n t , 

u n d e r a l l the c i rcumftances o f the cafe. T h e 

fame veffel w h i c h b r o u g h t h o m e the a c c o u n t 

o f the fire, b r o u g h t alfo the i i r f t i n f o r m a t i o n 

b o t h o f the c o l l e c t i o n o f th is A f r i c a n p r o - . 

d u c e , a n d o f the a r r i v a l at S i e r r a L e o n e o f 

the goods w h i c h w e r e b u r n t , 

T h e D i r e c t o r s have the fat is fact ion o f o b -

f c r v i n g to the C o u r t , that the fame difpatches 

w h i c h c o n v e y e d this u n h a p p y i n t e l l i g e n c e , 

b r o u g h t alfo v e r y favourable accounts o f the 

c o l o n y , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n refpect to hea l th inefs , 

u p to the e n d o f the f e c o n d r a i n y feafon. 

I n the p e r i o d c o r r e f p o n d i n g to that w h i c h 

h a d c a r r i e d off, i n the p r e c e d i n g y e a r , o n e 

t e n t h o f the blacks a n d n e a r l y one h a l f o f t h e 

w h i t e s , n o p a r t i c u l a r m o r t a l i t y h a d h a p p e n e d ; 

a n d yet the la l t feafon is fa id to have been 

m o r e u n f a v o u r a b l e t h a n u f u a l , the ra ins h a v ­

i n g been h e a v y , a n d the m o r t a l i t y i n t h e 

n e i g h b o u r i n g factories u n c o m m o n l y great. I t 

is obfervable a l fo , that the re l idents o n fhore 

are 



are f o u n d n o w t o h a v e t h e i r h e a l t h m u c h 

better t h a n thofe o n f h i p - b o a r d , the e x p e ­

r ience o f the fecond y e a r b e i n g i n this r c l p e c t 

t h e reverfe o f the e x p e r i e n c e o f the f i r f t : 

e v e n the m o r t a l i t y o n f h i p - b o a r d , h o w e v e r , 

appears i n the f e c o n d y e a r to have decreafed. 

O n the w h o l e therefore the D i r e c t o r s t r u f t , 

that i i n c e the c o l o n y has H o o d its g r o u n d 

e v e n d u r i n g the w o r d part o f a v e r y u n ­

h e a l t h y y e a r , i t m a y n o w f a i r l y be c o n i i d e r e d 

as i n a ftate o f p r o g r e l l i v e i m p r o v e m e n t . 

H a v i n g thus b r o u g h t the H i f t o r y o f t h e 

fe t t lement d o w n t o t h e p e r i o d o f C h r i f t m a s 

1 7 9 3 , the D i r e c t o r s w i l l ftate i n the n e x t place 

f o m e c i r c u m f t a n c e s w h i c h have t a k e n place i n 

E n g l a n d , before t h e y p r o c e e d to g i v e a n ac­

c o u n t o f the f u m s w h i c h have been e x p e n d e d , 

a n d o f the prefent ftate o f the C o m p a n y ' s 

c a p i t a l . 

I t has been a l ready m e n t i o n e d that t w o 

delegates, c h o f e n b y the b o d y o f N o v a S c o ­

t ians , w e r e p e r m i t t e d b y the G o v e r n o r a n d 

c o u n c i l to g o to E n g l a n d , i n o r d e r to l a y the 

v a r i o u s c o m p l a i n t s o f t h e i r conft i tuents be­

fore the C o u r t o f D i r e c t o r s . T h e y prefented 

a p e t i t i o n p u r p o r t i n g to be the fenfe o f the 

w h o l e b o d y , c o u c h e d i n ftrong t e r m s , w h i c h 

h o w e v e r the D i r e c t o r s have f o m e reafon to 

t h i n k w e r e not t h o r o u g h l y a p p r o v e d b y a great 

part o f the N o v a Scot ians : the p e t i t i o n h a d 

n e v e r been f h e w n to the G o v e r n o r a n d C o u n ­

c i l . T h e p o i n t s c o m p l a i n e d o f w e r e , c h i e f l y , 

the 



the h i g h p i i c c o f g o o d s at the C o m p a n y ' s f tore­

h o u f e ; the i n a d e q u a t e wages p a i d to t h e m b y 

the C o m p a n y f o r t h e i r l a b o u r ; the n o n f u l f i l -

m e n t o f c e r t a i n p r o m i f e s fa id to have been 

m a d e to t h e m b y M r . C l a r k f o n ; a n d a v a r i e t y 

o f t r i f l i n g inftances o f f u p p o l e d m i f c o n d u d t i n 

the l u c c e e d i n g G o v e r n o r . 

T h e C o u r t o f D i r e c t o r s , after f u l l y c o n f i -

d e r i n g the p e t i t i o n , a n d h e a r i n g the e v i d e n c e 

o f the delegates t h e r e u p o n , c a m e to the f o l ­

l o w i n g r e l o l u t i o n , w h i c h was c o m m u n i c a t e d 

to t h e m : 

u R e f o l v e d , 

" T h a t the C o u r t conf ider the p e t i t i o n o f 

" the N o v a S c o t i a n s as b a i t y , a n d the f a d s 

" t h e r e i n m e n t i o n e d as c h i e f l y f o u n d e d o n 

" m i i t a k e a n d m i f i n f o r m a t i o n . 

" T h a t i t appears to h a v e been d r a w n u p 

** a n d agreed t o , at a t i m e w h e n the u n f o r -

" tunate de lay o f the C o m p a n y ' s f h i p s , t h r o u g h 

" the b r e a k i n g out o f the w a r , h a d o c c a f i o n e d 

" f o m e t e m p o r a r y diftrefs a n d d i i f a t i s f a c t i o n , 

** w h i c h f o m e d e f i g n i n g p e r f o n o r per fons 

" t h e n i n the c o l o n y m a y h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d 
1 4 t o increafe . 

" T h e C o u r t are o f o p i n i o n there fore , that 

" t h r o u g h the a r r i v a l o f the large fuppl ies 

" l a t e l y fent f r o m h e n c e , a n d the c o n t i n u e d 
4 4 care a n d a t t e n t i o n o f the G o v e r n o r a n d 

" C o u n c i l to the interests o f the c o l o n y , e v e r y 

" m a t e r i a l caufe o f d i f fat is fact ion w i l l h a v e 

" ceafed before the a r r i v a l o f thefe r e f o l u t i o n s 

at 



" at S i e r r a L e o n e . A s i t is u n d o u b t e d e d l y 

t h e interef ls o f the c o l o n i f t s , fo the D i -

" rectors truft i t w i l l alfo be t h e i r genera l 

*- w i f h , to p r o m o t e h a r m o n y a n d to d i l c o u n -

'* t e n a n c e a l l fact ious attempts to d i fcredi t 

" the G o v e r n m e n t o f S i e r r a L e o n e ; fmce o n 

" t h e i r due obedience to g o v e r n m e n t , u n d e r 

" the b l e f l i n g o f P r o v i d e n c e , t h e i r h a p p i n e f s , 

" t h e i r l i b e r t y , a n d perhaps t h e i r v e r y l i v e s , 
u d e p e n d . It is o n t h i s g r o u n d that t h e 

" D i r e c t o r s earneft ly e x h o r t the general b o d y 

*' o f N o v a Scot ians , b o t h as f r e e m e n a n d 

" as C h r i f t i a n s , t o d i f c o u r a g e a l l i m r e a f o n -

" able d i f c o n t e n t , to p a y refpect a n d o b e -

d i e n c e to the g o v e r n m e n t : a n d i f , c o n t r a r y 

" to the D i r e c t o r s e x p e c t a t i o n s , a n y a c t u a l 

" gr ievances f h o u l d exi f t at the t i m e o f r e -

" c e i v i n g t h i s r e f o l u t i o n , the C o u r t o f D i -

" rectors r e c o m m e n d it to the N o v a Scot ians 

" t e m p e r a t e l y t o reprefent the cafe to t h e 

" G o v e r n o r a n d C o u n c i l . B u t i f t h e y f h o u l d 

" hereafter c o n c e i v e it t o be necelTary t o 

" prefer t h e i r c o m p l a i n t s h i t h e r , that t h e y 

" w i l l , i n f u c h cafe, p r e v i o u f l y acquaint t h e 

" G o v e r n o r a n d C o u n c i l w i t h the p u r p o r t o f 

" t h e m ; i n o r d e r that the C o u r t m a y receive 

" t h e i r f e n t i m e n t s t h e r e u p o n , a n d m a y t h u s 

" have the w h o l e o f the fubject at o n c e be-

" fore t h e m . " 

T h e delegates h a v i n g been m a d e a c q u a i n t e d 

w i t h the above r e f o l u t i o n , a v e r y haf ty r e -

m o n f t r a n c e f r o m t h e m was the c o n f e q u e n c e , 

i n w h i c h t h e y betrayed the fame k i n d o f v e ­

h e m e n c e 



t 39 ) 

h e m e n c e a n d difrefpect to the C o u r t o f D i r e c ­

tors, w h i c h h a d o c c a f i o n a l l y been I h e w n t o 

the g o v e r n m e n t at S i e r r a L e o n e . * A f t e r 

about t w o m o n t h s f u r t h e r d e t e n t i o n i n E n g ­

l a n d , d u r i n g w h i c h it was t h o u g h t p r o p e r t o 

m a k e t h e m a f m a l l a l l o w a n c e f o r t h e i r f u b -

f i l tence, a n d after f o m e f u r t h e r i n t e r v i e w s 

w i t h the D i r e c t o r s , t h e y fet f a i l , h a v i n g a p ­

p a r e n t l y b e c o m e per fec t ly w e l l d i fpofed to the 

C o m p a n y . 

T h e P r o p r i e t o r s m u i t p r o b a b l y h a v e been 

l e d to reflect i n the courfe o f the p r e c e d i n g 

H i f l o r y , a n d efpeeial ly i n confequence o f t h e 

laft m e n t i o n e d c i r c u m ( l a n c e s , h o w i m p o r t a n t 

as w e l l as di f f icult a part o f the D i r e c t o r s d u t y 

it has been, to g i v e tolerable f a t i s f i c t i o n t o 

t h e N o v a Scotians o n the o n e h a n d , a n d to 

a v o i d e v e r y profufe a n d i m p r o p e r a p p l i c a t i o n 

o f the C o m p a n y ' s funds o n the o t h e r . A n d 

i n d e e d the D i r e c t o r s h a v e fo often h a d o c -

c a f i o n to n o t i c e to the C o u r t the t r o u b l e a n d 

e x p e n f e w h i c h the N o v a Scot ians have o c -

c a l i o n e d , that f o m e d o u b t m a y p r o b a b l y h a v e 

been e x c i t e d , c o n c e r n i n g the g e n e r a l e x p e ­

d i e n c y o f the meafure o f i n t r o d u c i n g t h e m 

i n t o the c o l o n y . A f e w f u r t h e r obfervat ions 

feem therefore necei fary to be a d d e d , i n o r d e r 

to leave a j u f t i m p r e l l i o n b o t h o f the a d v a n -

• It has fmce appeared that the Delegates held c o m m u n i ­
cat ion w i t h the difmif lcd fcrvant o f the C o m p a n y (at this time 
i n E n g l a n d ) who has been already alluded to. 

tages 



tages a n d d i fad vantages w h i c h have r e m l t e d 

f r o m t h e m i g r a t i o n o f th is b o d y o f m e n t o 

S i e r r a L e o n e . 

It m u f t be a d m i t t e d that the charge w h i c h 

t h e y have b r o u g h t o n the C o m p a n y has been 

e x t r e m e l y great ; the grant o f p r o v i f i o n s , 

w h i c h was m a d e o n the p r i n c i p l e a l r e a d y 

m e n t i o n e d , m a y be ef t imated at about t w e n t y 

t h o u f a n d p o u n d s ; the C o m p a n y ' s e f t a b l i l h -

m e n t has i n a l m o i l e v e r y part o f i t been u n ­

a v o i d a b l y e n l a r g e d i n p r o p o r t i o n to the n u m ­

ber o f c o l o n i f l s j the C o m p a n y ' s fhips have 

been n e c e i f a r i l y e m p l o y e d i n a great meafure 

f o r t h e i r ufe ; a n d a n expenfe has l i k e w i f e 

been i n c u r r e d i n the distribution o f the l a n d s 

a l lot ted to t h e m : f o m e lofs has alfo' been fuf-

t a i n e d b y t a k i n g m o r e o f t h e m i n t o the C o m ­

p a n y ' s e m p l o y , t h a n w e r e a l w a y s w a n t e d f o r 

the p u b l i c ferv ice , a n d b y a l l o w i n g t h e m at 

the fame t i m e a rate o f wages w h i c h , t h o u g h 

c o m p l a i n e d o f i n feveral o f t h e i r m e m o r i a l s 

to the g o v e r n m e n t , was at leaft t w i c e as h i g h 

as that g i v e n to the nat ives , w h o neverthelefs 

are n e a r l y e q u a l to the N o v a Scotians i n the 

art ic le o f c o m m o n l a b o u r ; t h o u g h it m u f t be 

confef led that the natives are t o t a l l y i n c a p a b l e 

o f f o m e v e r y n e c e i l a r y branches o f w o r k , 

w i t h w h i c h the N o v a Scot ians are t o l e r a b l y 

vvell a c q u a i n t e d . 

T h e f e arc the p r i n c i p a l charges t o w h i c h 

the C o m p a n y has been f u b j e & e d b y the ac-

ceff ion o f th is b o d y o f c o l o n i f t s : t h e y are 

charges o f w h i c h f o r the moft part i t w a s , 

c f r o m 



f r o m the nature o f t h e m , i m p o f l i b l c to m a k e 

a n y j u f t eft imate b e f o r e - h a n d , a n d the e x ­

tent o f w h i c h , o n account o f the u n e x p e c t e d 

n u m b e r that e m b a r k e d , as w e l l as the v a r i o u s 

delays a n d d i f a p p o i n t m e n t s that h a p p e n e d at 

S i e r r a L e o n e , w a s c e r t a i n l y n o t forefeen. 

B u t it f h o u l d be r e m e m b e r e d , that w h e n t h e 

D i r e c t o r s i n v i t e d thefe fettlers to S i e r r a L e o n e 

t h e y acted neceiTari ly o n p r o b a b i l i t i e s ; t h e y 

w e r e a w a r e that v a r i o u s c i r c u m f t a n c e s v e r y 

d i f f i cu l t to be ca lculated m i g h t ar i fe , b u t a 

p r o m p t d e c i i i o n o n t h e i r part w a s i n d i f p e n -

i i b l e . T h e y t h o u g h t it p r u d e n t , o n the w h o l e 

t o m a k e the p r o m i f e s i n the d e c l a r a t i o n that 

has been read to the C o u r t , a n d the N o v a 

S c o t i a n s h a v e crofted the feas o n t h e f a i t h o f 

h a v i n g t h e m f u l f i l l e d . T h e D i r e c t o r s h o w ­

ever f a i r l y a v o w , that , bel ides a l i t e r a l c o m ­

p l i a n c e w i t h t h e ftipulations m a d e i n N o v a 

S c o t i a , t h e y c o n f i d e r t h e m f e l v e s alfo to be 

u n d e r a m o r a l o b l i g a t i o n n o t to leave the 

co loni f ts to e x p e r i e n c e a n y e x t r e m i t i e s , w h i c h 

t h e C o m p a n y c a n r e l i e v e , u n t i l i t fha l l be 

poft ible f o r t h e m to f u p p o r t themfelves b y 

the ir lands , o r b y f o m e o t h e r means : a n d o n 

t h i s g r o u n d it is that t h e y h a v e n e v e r yet 

hef i tated to fend out to the fet t lement w T hat-

foever goods t h e y h a d reafon to bel ieve w e r e 

l t r i c t l y n e c e i l a r y f o r its c o n s u m p t i o n ; l e a v i n g 

i t to t h e d i f c r e t i o n o f the G o v e r n o r a n d 

C o u n c i l to f u r n i l h f u c h art ic les , as t h e y 

t h o u g h t fit to the co loni f ts o n credit . 

[f 



I f thofe e x p e c t a t i o n s w h i c h the D i r e c t o r s 

f o r m e d , a n d w h i c h t h e y t h i n k t h e y h a d g o o d 

r e a f o n to f o r m at the t i m e w h e n t h e y i n v i t e d 

o v e r the N o v a S c o t i a n s , h a d been f u l f i l l e d ; 

i f the l a n d r o u n d F r e e t o w n h a d been as f r u i t ­

f u l as i t w a s d c f c r i b e d ; a n d the N o v a Scot ians 

h a d p r o v e d as manageable a n d as i n d u s t r i o u s 

as t h e y w e r e represented, a n d as t h e y appeared 

f o r f o m e Space o f t i m e to be ; the charges 

w o u l d t h e n u n q u e s t i o n a b l y h a v e been lefs, 

a n d the advantages o n the o t h e r h a n d w o u l d 

h a v e been m u c h greater , t h a n t h e y h a v e 

p r o v e d : n o r c a n a n y d o u b t be e n t e r t a i n e d that 

the t r a n s p l a n t i n g o f th is b o d y o f m e n to S i e r r a 

L e o n e w o u l d , i n that cafe, have been a m e a ­

fure i n a h i g h degree benef ic ia l b o t h to t h e m ­

felves, t o the C o m p a n y , a n d to A f r i c a . 

B u t e v e n u n d e r a l l the dif f icult ies a n d d i s ­

a p p o i n t m e n t s w h i c h h a v e ariSen, the a d v a n ­

tages that have reful ted f r o m t h e i r m i g r a t i o n 

h a v e been m a n y a n d i m p o r t a n t ; t h o u g h t h e y 

h a v e been advantages that have accrued ra ther 

to A f r i c a a n d to the coloni f ts themfe lves , t h a n 

to the P r o p r i e t o r s . 

A m o r e r a p i d i m p r o v e m e n t i n the h e a l t h i ­

ness o f the fe t t lement , t h r o u g h the m o r e e n ­

larged f ize o f the t o w n , a n d the m o r e e x ­

t e n d e d c u l t i v a t i o n o f the f o i l , a greater f a c i l i t y 

i n i n d u c i n g va luable m e n to go out o n ac­

c o u n t o f the greater i m p o r t a n c e o f the u n d e r ­

t a k i n g , a m o r e considerable e x t e n s i o n o f t h e 

C o m p a n y ' s r e p u t a t i o n a n d in f luence i n A f r i c a , 

a n d a q u i c k e r progress i n c i v i l i z a t i o n , b u t , 

c 2 a b o v e 



a b o v e a l l , a far greater f e c u r i t y h e r e b y o b ­

t a i n e d againft a n y attack that m i g h t be dreaded 

e i t h e r f r o m the natives o r a n y o t h e r e n e m y - — 

a l l thefe are advantages w h i c h e v i d e n t l y be­

l o n g t o a n u n d e r t a k i n g o n a l a r g e r , r a t h e r 

t h a n to one o n a f m a l l e r , f c a l e ; a n d i f t h e r e ­

fore there be n o d a n g e r , left the f u n d s w h i c h 

m a y p r o p e r l y be deft ined to the e f tabl i fhment 

o f the c o l o n y f h o u l d be e x h a u f t e d before i t 

has a r r i v e d at m a t u r i t y , i t c a n h a r d l y be d e ­

n i e d that fo p o w e r f u l a b o d y o f co loni f ts m u f t 

af ford a far better profpect o f f u c c e e d i n g i n 

the great objects o f the i n f t i t u t i o n . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s i n p r o c e e d i n g to l a y before 

t h e C o u r t a n account o f the E x p e n f e s w h i c h 

h a v e b e e n i n c u r r e d , a n d a g e n e r a l ftate o f 

the C o m p a n y ' s finances, h a v e o n l y f u r t h e r 

t o p r e m i f e , that i n d i f c h a r g i n g t h e i r i m p o r ­

tant t r u f t , t h e y have e n d e a v o u r e d to p r a c t i f e 

that fpecics o f c e c o n o m y w h i c h is c o n n e c t e d 

b o t h w i t h f o u n d p o l i c y a n d w i t h fubf tant ia l 

j u f t i e e . T h e y h a v e h a d a d u t y to f u l f i l to 

t h r e e d e f c r i p t i o n s o f perfons : t o the P r o ­

p r i e t o r s i n the firft p l a c e , w i t h w h o f e m o n e y 

t h e y have been e n t r u f t e d ; to t h e i r fervants 

at h o m e a n d a b r o a d , w h o o u g h t to be f a i r l y 

r e q u i t e d a c c o r d i n g to the nature o f t h e i r fer-

v ices ; a n d t h e y h a v e alfo b e e n u n d e r that 

o b l i g a t i o n o f d u t y to the co loni f ts w h i c h has 

been a l r e a d y f p o k e n of . T o r e c o n c i l e thefe 

d i f ferent , 



dif ferent , f o r t h e y w i l l n o t c a l l t h e m c o n ­

t e n d i n g , c l a i m s , has been the great object o f 

the D i r e c t o r s . 

T h e y w i l l Itate firft the E x p c n f e s i n c u r r e d 

i n e f t a b l i f h i n g the c o l o n y , o f w h i c h , t h o u g h 

the total c a n h a r d l y f a i l t o be t o l e r a b l y c o r ­

rec t , yet m a n y p a r t i c u l a r s , i n confecpience o f 

the caufes a l ready ftated, are t a k e n m e r e l y 

f r o m ef t imate . 

E X P E N S E S 



E X P E N S E S I N C U R R E D 

1 K 

E S T A B L I S H I N G T H E C O L O N Y . 

C h a r g e s antecedent to the i n c o r - " 

p o r a t i o n o f the C o m p a n y , 
confi l t ing chiefly o f two fmall veflels, fent 
to explore the country w i t h a v iew to I 
future fettlement - - - J 

C h a r g e s o f incorporat ion 

)> IZOO 

650 

C h a r g e s o f H o m e E f t a b l i m m e n t j v i z . 

F u r n i t u r e and repairs o f the S ierra I,cone I loufe 
Houfekeeper's falary, coals, candles, houfe" 

rent and taxes, and other incidental ex- I 
penfes for about two years, to C h r i i l i m i s 
1793 - - - - - -

P r i n t i n g , advert i f ing, portage, books, ftation-
ary and count ing houfe charges, for about 
two years, to ditto -

Officers and clerks falaries to ditto 

45° 

745 

1480 

Expenfe o f educating and c l o t h i n g natives fent 1 
to E n g l a n d , and their paflages, about - j 

C h a r g e s o f the E f t a b l i f h m e n t at 

S i e r r a L e o n e , v i z . 

T e m p o r a r y al lowance o f provifions to al l the ) 
C o m p a n y ' s fervants, and expenfe o f the( 
table o f the governor , botani i t , and m i n c r a - T 
l o g i l l , & c . cfUmated at - . - ) 

Paffagc o f fervants and artificers out and home, 1 
e lhmated at - - - - J 

T h e i r t rave l l ing expcnfes and other charges 7 
i n E n g l a n d - - - j 

A m o u n t o f falaries to Sierra L e o n e fervants 1 
for about two years, t o C h r i f l m a s 1793 - 3 

3250 

5000 

380 

7500 

1&50 

3525 

500 

16130 

C a r r i e d f o r w a r d £•22005 



Brought forward 22005 

I n c i d e n t a l expenfes i n the C o l o n y , 

v i z . 
Medicines, furgical internments, books and 7 

ftationary, &c. - - - j 
Equipment of botanift and mineralogift - 400 
Prefents to chiefs, expenfe of palavers, and 7 Q 

various other incidental charges - - j ' 5 ° 

3530 
E x p e n f e o f the O u t f i t and M a i n t e n a n c e "j 

of fuch part of the Company's S H I P P I N G , as was J 
employed for the protection and accommodation f 17840 
of the colony, and in collecting provifions and live I 
ftock on the coail, about - - - J 

E x p e n f e o f P r o v i f i o n s granted to the colo-1 
niits before they were put into poflcffion of their f 2 C 0 0 Q 

lands, eltimated at - - - J 

Sundry LoffeS a n d G r a t u i t i e s i n E n g l a n d , " ] 
confiding chiefly of fums advanced to the Com­
pany's fervants, which were not recovered through 
their dying or retiring from the fervice, and o f f 1245 
gratuities paid according to the terms of the Com­
pany's engagement to the near relations of the 
deceafed -

S U P P O S E D E X P E N S E in E S T A B L I S H I N G the 7 , , „ 
C O L O N Y - - - j 6 * 6 a o 

T o which is to be added the lofs fuftaincd 1 
by the burning of the fhip York, eiti- > 15000 
mated at - - - J 

And other Ioffes by robbery, damage ~) 
through expofure to the climate, and V 3coo 
articles that proved unferviceable - 3 

. 18000 

S U P P O S E D E X P E N S E of E S T A B L I S H I N G 7 - « , 
the C O L O N Y , the L O S S I N C L U D E D - - J * ' 8 2 0 2 0 

• —v 

The C A P I T A L S T O C K of the Company is 235280 
The intereft received thereon is - 7619 

M a k i n g together - - 242899 
From which if the above fum of - 82620 be taken, 

There remains - - £• 160279 to be 
accounted for, which is done in the following maimer ; 



D E A D S T O C K at S I E R R A L E O N E , w h i c h , though ftated 
as part of the remaining effects o f the C o m p a n y , is neverthe-
lefs not to be coniidered as convertible into money, nor as 
b e a r i n g a value by any means equal to the fum w h i c h i t hai 
coft, confifting o f bui ld ings , lands, and fortifications, & c , 
at S ierra L e o n e . 

B u i l d i n g s b e l o n g i n g to the C o m p a n y , v i z . 

C o l l at S ierra Leone o f a c h u r c h , warehoufe, "J jT. £, 

range o f ihops, two hofpitals, two d w e l l i n g - I 

houfes, and four canvas houfes, fent from I 
E n g l a n d , about - - - J 

C o d at S ierra L e o n e of various materials for ) 
finilhing the bui ld ings belonging to theC 
C o m p a n y , v i z . b r i c k s , t i les , l i m e , fcant-f* 4 S o c > 

H n g , and deals, about - - j 

Coft of putt ing together the bui ldings fent") 

o u t , and o f the erection o f other bui ldings ! 
for the ufe o f the C o m p a n y ' s fervants, f 3 3 ° ° 
about - - - - j 

E x p e n d e d i n i m p r o v i n g the landing-place, T 
m a k i n g a wharf, roads, and fundry publ ic £ 3COO 

w o r k s , about - - _ \ 

A large crane, fire engines, & c . - 705 

F u r n i t u r e for the ufe of the governor, p h y - \ 

fjcian, and chaplain » - . j 5 ° ° 

15935 

L a n d s , v i z . 

E x p e n d e d in purchafe o f lands at Sierra 1 

L e o n e and i n cult ivat ion on the C o m p a n y ' s K 1750 

account - - - - - j 
I n the dlotment of lands to the N o v a $>co~\ 

tians, ofi which a rent is refcrved to the ^ 2500 

C o m p a n y , about - J -~. 4 2 5 ° 

A r t i c l e s f o r the defence o f the 

c o l o n y , v i z . 
E x p e n d e d i n arms, a m m u n i t i o n , and other ? 

. ? 2500 
articles - - - J 3 

I n labour and conflruction o f works of defence - 2000 

about< 4500 

T o t a l D e a d Stock - 24685. 



C a p i t a l i n T r a d e , v i z . 
A f r i c a n produce in E n g l a n d , eftimatcd at - 1000 24685 
Cargoes o f three veflels now on 1 * * ") 

their paflagc out - - J * . - , 0 9 0 0 V 6 5 0 0 
Deduct for goods not paid for 10400 J 

G o o d s at S ierra L e o n e , or on board the C o m - 1 
pany's vcflels on the coaft - - J 

V a l u e o f dollars i n the colony, about - 1000 
Debts due from the colonifts to the Company~\ 

m u c h the greater part o f w h i c h is expected > 2000 
to be recovered, about - - J 

Prefent eftimated value o f the C o m p a n y ' s ) 
S h i p p i n g - - . • ~ ) 

T o t a l C a p i t a l now inverted i n trade £.27400 

P r o p e r t y b e l o n g i n g to the C o m p a n y 

p l a c e d at i n t e r e l l , & c . o r i n v e r t e d 

i n p u b l i c i'ecuritie?., v i z . 

£* d. £. /. d. & 
Placed at intereft in the"} 

hands of the R o y a l V39000 O o 
B a n k o f .Scotland 

A t Mef lrs . Barnett and 
C o ' s . the bankers 

l and I 

Inverted i n 4 per cent."} 
confolidated B a n k V 1 5 1 4 0 o o 
Annui t ies J 

I n I n d i a bills and bonds 23168 12 8 
I n N a v y and v ictual l ing 7 z: 

b i n / " ! { 3 0 7 3 3 16 7 

39151 10 9 

•6904Z 9 3 
T o t a l property at intereft and i n publ ic 

fecurities _ „ m • 108194 

T O T A L R E M A I N I N G E F F E C T S o f the^ 
C O M P A N Y , the D E A D S T O C K at S I E R - I r „ 
R A L E O N E i n c l u d e d , on the i f t o f M a r c h , f * • 1 0 o z 7 9 



T H E D i r e c t o r s have t h u s ftated, as c o r ­

r e c t l y as t h e y are able, the w h o l e e x p e n d i t u r e 

that has t a k e n place, a n d the f i t u a t i o n o f the 

f u n d s o f the C o m p a n y ; but t h e y c a n n o t d i f -

m i l s this fubjecT: w i t h o u t o b f e r v i n g , that t h e y 

c o n l i d e r the expcnfes o f w h i c h t h e y h a v e been 

g i v i n g the account as e x t r e m e l y great , a n d as 

v e r y far e x c e e d i n g e v e r y idea w h i c h the P r o ­

pr ie tors c a n be fuppofed o r i g i n a l l y to h a v e 

f o r m e d o f t h e i r probable extent . T h e e x ­

t r a o r d i n a r y m a g n i t u d e o f t h e m has been o w i n g 

to d v a r i e t y o f u n f o r e f e e n c i r c u m l l a n c c s , w h i c h , 

t h o u g h a lready t o u c h e d u p o n i n the p r e c e d i n g 

n a r r a t i v e , the D i r e c t o r s w i l l f h o r t l y r e c a p i t u ­

late. T h e y appear p r i n c i p a l l y to be the f o l ­

l o w i n g : 

E i r l t , the i n e f f i c i e n c y o f the o r i g i n a l b o d y o f 

c o u n s e l l o r s , w h o gave o c c a f i o n to great i r r e ­

g u l a r i t y i n the out let o f the c o l o n y , a n d it is 

t o be feared a l i o , t o m u c h p r o d i g a l i t y a n d 

wafte. 

S e c o n d l y , the f i ckncfs a n d m o r t a l i t y o f t h e 

firft r a i n y feafon, w h i c h not o n l y f u f p e n d e d 

f o r a t i m e a lmoft a l l the i n d u f l r y o f the c o l o n y , 

but l i k e w i f e t e n d e d to aggravate , i n v a r i o u s 

w a y s , f cvera l chie f heads o f e x p e n f e . 

T h i r d l y , the u n p r o d u c t i v e n e f s o f the l a n d 

a d j o i n i n g the t o w n , w h i c h b y d i m i n i m i n g the 

means o f prefent f u p p o r t to the c o l o n i f t s , has 

n e c e i f a r i l y t h r o w n a n increafed w e i g h t o f e x ­

penfe u p o n the C o m p a n y . 

F o u r t h l y , t h e b u r n i n g o f the Y o r k , a m i f -

f o r t u n e 



f o r t u n e o f the firft m a g n i t u d e , i f c o n f i d e r e d 

i n a p e c u n i a r y l i g h t . 

f i f t h l y : one f u r t h e r c i r c u m f t a n c e r e m a i n s 

t o be m e n t i o n e d , n a m e l y , the b r e a k i n g o u t 

o f t h e w a r ; a n e v e n t , * w h i c h befides p u t t i n g 

the C o m p a n y to the e x p e n f e o f f u r n i l h i n g 

a d d i t i o n a l p r o t e c t i o n to t h e fe t t lement , has 

r a i l e d the c o l l o f the E u r o p e a n articles c a r r i e d 

t h i t h e r to a conf iderable degree ; w h i c h has 

therefore increafed the expenfe o f l i v i n g at 

S i e r r a L e o n e , has t e n d e d to p r e v e n t the d e -

creafe that m i g h t have been l o o k e d f o r i n the 

p r i c e o f l a b o u r , a n d has t h u s e n h a n c e d the 

c h a r g e o f p r o f e c u t i n g thofe p u b l i c w o r k s i n 

w h i c h the C o m p a n y , at a m o r e e a r l y p e r i o d , 

t h o u g h t p r o p e r to engage . T h e D i r e c t o r s 

m i g h t alfo n o t i c e a n u m b e r o f o ther d i i a d -

vantages to w h i c h the C o m p a n y has been 

fubjected b y the w a r ; f u c h as t h e l o n g d e ­

t e n t i o n w h i c h it has o c c a l i o n e d to f o m e o f 

t h e i r velfels , a n d the d i f f i c u l t y a n d e x p e n f e 

o f p r o c u r i n g a n d m a i n t a i n i n g f a i l o r s : the 

u n c e r t a i n t y w h i c h the w a r has c a u i e d i n 

t h e t r a n f m i f l i o n o f i n t e l l i g e n c e , m a y alfo be 

ftated b o t h as a p e c u n i a r y d i f a d v a n t a g e a n d a 

v e r y m a t e r i a l i n c o n v e n i e n c e . 

H a v i n g t h u s e n u m e r a t e d the p r i n c i p a l 

u n f o r c l e e n caufes w h e r e b y the charges o f 

e f t a b l i f h i n g the c o l o n y h a v e been a g g r a v a t e d , 

t h e D i r e c t o r s w i f h to n o t i c e t w o p a r t i c u l a r 

heads o f expenfe i n the p r e c e d i n g a c c o u n t , 

w h i c h h a v e exceeded t h e i r e x p e c t a t i o n v e r y 

c o n f u l e r a b l y 



c o n f i d c r a b l y i n d e e d : t h e y a l lude to the charge 

o f ^ 2 0 , 0 0 0 f o r p r o v i f i o n s , a n d that o f £ 1 7 , 8 4 0 

f o r m a i n t e n a n c e o f f u c h part o f the C o m p a n y ' s 

f h i p p i n g , as has been a p p l i e d to the p r o t e c t i o n 

a n d ufe o f the c o l o n y . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s have the fat is fact ion o f o b -

f e r v i n g , that o f thefe t w o c h i e f heads o f 

c h a r g e , the f o r m e r has n o w e n t i r e l y , a n d the 

latter has v e r y n e a r l y , ceafed ; a n d t h e y w i f h 

t o i n f o r m the G e n e r a l C o u r t , that t h e y are 

u f i n g t h e i r beft e n d e a v o u r s to p u t a p e r i o d i n 

l i k e m a n n e r to a l l expenfes , e x c e p t t h o f e 

w h i c h e i ther f a l l u n d e r the h e a d o f T r a d e , 

a n d C u l t i v a t i o n o n the C o m p a n y ' s o w n a c ­

c o u n t , o r b e l o n g t o the a n n u a l e f tabl i fhment . 

T h e y truft i n d e e d that the r e d u c t i o n o f e x ­

penfes w h i c h t h e y h a v e b e e n a i m i n g at, is 

n o w n e a r l y ef fected; a n d that w h i l e the c h i e f 

dif f icult ies o f the c o l o n y are f u b i i d i n g o n t h e 

o n e h a n d , the C o m p a n y ' s b u r t h e n i n f u p p o r t -

i n g it is c e a i i n g a l fo o n the o t h e r . 

O n the w h o l e , w h e n t h e D i r e c t o r s r e v i e w 

w h a t is part , t h e y are r e a d y to o w n that t h e y 

fee f o m e t h i n g s , w h i c h , i f poflefTed o f m o r e 

e x p e r i e n c e , t h e y m i g h t h a v e c o n d u c t e d i n a 

m o r e f r u g a l o r advantageous m a n n e r ; t h e y 

h o w e v e r perce ive m a n y o f t h e u n t o w a r d c i r ­

cumftances w h i c h h a v e a r i f e n , to h a v e b e e n 

f u c h as h u m a n foref ight c o u l d n o t h a v e a n t i ­

c i p a t e d , n o r h u m a n w i f d o m h a v e c o n t r o l l e d : 

t h e y 
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t h e y c a n al fo l o o k b a c k u p o n m a n y efeapes 

a n d del iverances w h i c h the c o l o n y has e x p e ­

r i e n c e d , n o t t h r o u g h a n y care o r m a n a g e m e n t 

o f thofe w h o m the P r o p r i e t o r s have a p p o i n t e d 

t o f u p e r i n t e n d i t , b u t t h r o u g h that h e l p o f 

P r o v i d e n c e a l o n e , w h i c h has h i t h e r t o p r o t e c t e d 

i t . — W h e n t h e y l o o k f o r w a r d , t h e y are l e d , 

f r o m t h e i r o w n p a d e x p e r i e n c e , to e x p e c t f o m e 

f u r t h e r diff icult ies a n d d a n g e r s , n o t n o w p o i f i -

b l e t o be d i f t i n c t l y f p o k e n o f o r p r o v i d e d 

againft : a n d t h e y are aware alfo that the 

b e g i n n i n g o f c o l o n i z a t i o n has been i n g e n e r a l 

a r d u o u s , h a z a r d o u s , a n d e x p e n l i v e ; far m o r e 

fo t h a n the m i n d s o f thofe w h o firft engaged 

i n f u c h u n d e r t a k i n g s h a v e been d i f p o f e d to 

be l ieve . T h e D i r e c t o r s therefore b y n o means 

a l l o w themfelves to i n d u l g e a n y e x p e c t a t i o n s 

o f r a p i d a n d u n i n t e r r u p t e d fuccefs, yet t h e y 

are i n d u c e d , b y the g r a d u a l advances t o w a r d s 

m a t u r i t y w h i c h the c o l o n y has a l ready m a d e 

i n the m i d f t o f m a n y di f f icul t ies , t o e n t e r t a i n 

a n i n c r e a f i n g h o p e o f its e f t a b l i i h m e n t a n d 

f u t u r e p r o f p e r i t y ; a n d t h e y feel for t h e i r o w n 

part v e r y fuiTicient e n c o u r a g e m e n t f teadi ly a n d 

c h e e r f u l l y to perfevere. T h e y are c o n f c i o u s 

h o w e v e r , that after a l l the a t t e n t i o n due to 

f u c h a n u n d e r t a k i n g has been g i v e n to i t , t h e y 

m u l t leave the event to the S u p r e m e D i f p o f a l 

o f H i m , w h o c a n e i ther d i f a p p o i n t u t t e r l y , i f 

he pleafes, the moft f a v o u r i t e fchemes o f m e n ; 

c a n o b l t r u c t a n d f u f p e n d f o r a w h i l e t h e i r 

a c c o m p l i l h m e n t j o r c a n c r o w n t h e m , i f he 

fees 



fees fit, w i t h t h e m o l t fignal a n d u n e x p e c t e d 

i u c c e l s . 

T h e y w i l l p r o c e e d n o w t o fpeak o f the 

fevera l heads o f w h i c h t h e y gave n o t i c e that 

t h e y f h o u l d treat p a r t i c u l a r l y , i n t h e i n t r o ­

d u c t i o n t o t h i s R e p o r t . 

H E A L T H . 



H E A L T H . 

T H E D i r e c t o r s h a v e a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d 

the caufes t o w h i c h t h e y are p e r f u a d e d that 

the m o r t a l i t y i n the firft r a i n y leafon at S i e r r a 

L e o n e o u g h t to be a f c r i b e d ; b u t t h e i r o b f e r -

v a t i o n s o n t h i s fubject w i l l be v e r y m u c h i i -

lu f t ra ted a n d c o n f i r m e d b y the ftatement o f 

f o m e p a r t i c u l a r s r e f l e c t i n g i t . 

T h e u p p e r fervants o f t h e C o m p a n y w h o 

w e n t out i n the firft y e a r , w e r e t w e n t y - f i x i n 

n u m b e r ; thefe conf i f ted o f e ight c o u n f e l l o r s , 

a c h a p l a i n , feveral m e d i c a l p e r f o n s , a fecre-

t a r y , a c c o u n t a n t , a n d f o m e others , w h o w e r e 

a l l w e l l a c c o m m o d a t e d : n o m o r e t h a n f o u r 

o f th is clafs i n that y e a r d i e d , a n d o f thefe 

f o u r deaths o n l y t w o c a n p r o p e r l y be c h a r g e d 

to the c l i m a t e . 

O f l o w e r fervants , f u c h as c lerks i n the 

ftore-houfe, overfeers , a g a r d e n e r , b a k e r , a n d 

fevera l art i f icers , there w e n t o u t fifty-nine 

p e r f o n s , t h e i r f a m i l i e s b e i n g i n c l u d e d , o f 

w h o m n o lefs t h a n t w e n t y - n i n e d i e d ; m a n y 

o f thefe w e r e o f ten e x p o f e d to the r a i n s , a n d 

fevera l o f t h e m w e r e i n t e m p e r a t e ; t h e y w e r e 

a l fo i n general u n c o m f o r t a b l y l o d g e d , a n d , i n 

confequence o f the ficknefs p r e v a i l i n g a m o n g 

t h e f u r g e o n s , t h e y c o u l d h a v e b u t a f i n a l ! 

fhare o f the m e d i c a l attendance. 

O f fettlers there w e n t o u t , i n c l u d i n g t h e i r 

f a m i l i e s , 



f a m i l i e s , e i g h t e e n , o f w h o m n o lefs thar i 

t h i r t e e n d i e d ; f o m e o f thefe w e r e m u c h a d ­

d i c t e d to l i q u o r , a n d t h e i r f i t u a t i o n w a s i n 

e v e r y refpedt w o r f e t h a n that o f the laft m e n ­

t i o n e d c la ls . 

O f foldiers there w e n t o u t f i x t e e n , w h o 

w e r e a l m o f t u n i v e r f a l l y i n t e m p e r a t e ; w h e n 

i t is alfo c o n f i d e r e d h o w t h e y m u f f have b e e n 

c i r c u m f t a n c e d i n o t h e r refpects , i t c a n n o t e x ­

c i te m u c h f u r p r i f e that fo m a n y as e l e v e n o f 

thefe m o u l d h a v e d i e d . 

I n a l l there w e n t o u t i n the firft y e a r , o n e 

h u n d r e d a n d n i n e t e e n w h i t e p e r f o n s , o f w h o m 

f i f ty- feven d i e d . 

I n t h e f e c o n d y e a r , a l l the fo ld iers a n d 

fettlers, as w e l l as t h e f a m i l i e s o f the l o w e r 

w h i t e s , h a v i n g e i ther d i e d o r r e t u r n e d t o 

E n g l a n d , the w h i t e s ref ident i n the c o l o n y 

w e r e r e d u c e d t o about f o r t y , o f w h o m o n l y 

f o u r o r five h a v e d i e d . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s d o n o t i n c l u d e i n t h i s a c ­

c o u n t a n y deaths a m o n g the officers a n d c r e w s 

o f the C o m p a n y ' s fh ips , becaufc , as t h e y w e r e 

not a l w a y s ftationed at S i e r r a L e o n e , t h e 

q u e f t i o n o f the heal thinefs o r u n h e a l t h i n e f s o f 

the c o l o n y is not m u c h affected b y the degree 

o f m o r t a l i t y a m o n g t h e m ; n o r has a n y c o m ­

plete r e t u r n o n this fubject as y e t r e a c h e d 

E n g l a n d . T h e D i r e c t o r s are l e d to j u d g e 

h o w e v e r , f r o m the i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h has been 

rece ived f r o m the greater part o f t h e i r f h i p s , 

that b e t w e e n t w e n t y a n d t h i r t y w h i t e f a i l o r s 

m a y h a v e d i e d o n b o a r d o f a l l t h e i r veffels i n 

t h e 



the i p a c e o f t w o y e a r s : the w h o l e n u m b e r 

o f fa i lors i n t h e i r ferv ice has f e l d o m e x c e e d e d 

o n e h u n d r e d a n d f o r t y , o r o n e h u n d r e d a n d 

f i f t y , a n d the m o r t a l i t y m a y p e r h a p s t h e r e ­

fore be f a i r l y c o m p u t e d at about /even o r eight 

p e r cent, p e r a n n u m . * 

T h e m o r t a l i t y a m o n g the N o v a S c o t i a n s 

has been as f o l l o w s . T h e n u m b e r o f thofe 

that l a n d e d i n the y e a r J 7 9 2 w a s e l e v e n h u n ­

d r e d a n d t h i r t y - o n e , m a n y o f t h e m b e i n g 

v e r y i l l t h r o u g h the r e m a i n s o f a fever w h i c h 

appears to h a v e been fatal to a f e w o f t h e i r 

o r i g i n a l b o d y i n N o v a S c o t i a , a n d to h a v e 

c a r r i e d o l f l i x t y - f i v e o f t h e m d u r i n g the paf-

fage : o f thefe e l e v e n h u n d r e d a n d t h i r t y - o n e 

per fons thus l a n d e d , f o r t y d i e d w i t h i n a f e w 

w e e k s after t h e y reached S i e r r a L e o n e , e v i ­

d e n t l y i n c o n f e q u e n c e o f the fame fever : the 

w h o l e b o d y t h e n became e x t r e m e l y h e a l t h y , 

b u t w h e n the r a i n y l e a f o n was fet i n , a n a l ­

m o f t u n i v e r f a l l i c k n e f s p r e v a i l e d , o f w h i c h 

n i n e t y - e i g h t N o v a Scot ians d i e d , w h i c h w a s 

n e a r l y o n e - t e n t h o f t h e i r w h o l e n u m b e r . 

I n the f e c o n d r a i n y f e a f o n , a l t h o u g h f o m e 

r e t u r n o f f icknefs has been e x p e r i e n c e d , yet 

* It appears from the evidence of the fubftance of the 
muller rolls from Liverpool and l i i i l t o l , given in to his M a -
jelty's privy counfel, and infertcd in their lordflup's printed 
report, that the mortality among the failors during one voyage 
in the Slave Trade, is about twenty-one per cent, eight hun­
dred and fifty-eight failors having died out of four thour'md 
and eighty, who formed the crews of one hundred and twelva 
Hups. 

D the 



the deaths a m o n g the N o v a Scot ians h a v e 

been v e r y f e w i n d e e d . T h e a c c o u n t w h i c h 

t h e D i r e c t o r s have r e c e i v e d does not e x t e n d 

to t h e w h o l e y e a r , b u t i t appears that n o t 

m o r e t h a n l i v e o f t h e m have d i e d d u r i n g three 

o f the m o i l u n h e a l t h y m o n t h s . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g is an extract f r o m a r e p o r t 

o f the C o m p a n y ' s p h y f i c i a n , w r i t t e n i n t h e 

m o l t u n f a v o u r a b l e p e r i o d o f the lait r a i n y fea­

f o n , b e i n g dated the 1 4 t h o f O & o b e r , 1 7 9 3 . 
u A l t h o u g h the degree o f f icknefs f i n c e 

1 1 the c o m m e n c e m e n t o f the prefent y e a r has 

been u p o n the w h o l e c o m p a r a t i v e l y f m a l l , 
u a n d the lofs fuf ta ined b y deaths t r i f l i n g , yet 

" thofe m o n t h s w h i c h h a v e elapfed f ince the 

•f b e g i n n i n g o f the rains h a v e p r o v e d m o r e 
u f i c k l y t h a n a l l the p r e c e d i n g . T h e N o v a 
u Scot ians h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d d u r i n g the r a i n s 

" a conf iderable fhare o f f i cknefs , but i n 

" genera l the c o m p l a i n t s w e r e t r i f l i n g . T h e y 

" appear n o w to be fo w e l l a c c u f t o m e d to 

" the c l i m a t e , that there is l i t t l e rea fon t o 

" a p p r e h e n d a n y great m o r t a l i t y a m o n g t h e m . 
M T h e r e are b u t f e w w h o f t i l l fuffer f r o m the 

" effects o f laft year ' s f i cknefs , o r w h o f e 

" h e a l t h is p r e c a r i o u s . F e w places perhaps 

" i n E n g l a n d , o f the fame f i ze , c a n f h e w a 

*' greater n u m b e r o f f ine h e a l t h y l o o k i n g 

" c h i l d r e n t h a n are d a i l y t o be feen i n o u r 

" fchools ; the heat o f the c l i m a t e appears t o 

*' h a v e l i t t le effect u p o n t h e m . — D u r i n g th is 

*' p e r i o d fevers have been p r e t t y f requent 

" a m o n g the w h i t e s ; I have e v e r y reafon 

" to 
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" to h o p e the Tick l i f t is o n the decrcafe , a n d 

** I flatter m y f e l f t h e y w i l l a l l be re f tored 

" to h e a l t h . O n e v e r y u n f a v o u r a b l e c i r c u m -

" f iance has a t tended o u r f ick th is year , t h e 

" w a n t o f flour ; i t b e i n g f e r i o u f l y felt b y 

*' thofe i n h e a l t h , m u c h m o r e fo b y the f i c k . " 

T h e fubfequent di fpatches o f the 2 6 t h D e ­

c e m b e r , 1 7 9 3 , g i v e a m u c h m o r e f a v o u r a b l e 

a c c o u n t o f the h e a l t h o f the c o l o n y at that 

t i m e , a n d m e n t i o n the m o r t a l i t y o f that w h o l e 

y e a r to h a v e been as a l r e a d y ftatcd to the 

C o u r t . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s t h i n k i t p r o p e r here t o a d d 

a r e m a r k that c h i e f l y regards themfe lves , c o n ­

c e r n i n g that vaft m o r t a l i t y a m o n g the w h i t e s 

w h i c h h a p p e n e d i n the nrf t y e a r . T h e P r o ­

pr ie tors m u f t h a v e o b f e r v c d that the greateft 

p r o p o r t i o n o f deaths w a s a m o n g the fettlers, 

the fo ld iers , the l o w e r fervants , a n d art i f icers . 

I t affords the D i r e c t o r s n o f m a l l fa t i s fact ion 

t o reflect, that inf tead o f u r g i n g a n y o f thefe 

t o a d v e n t u r e o u t , t h e y refufed to engage 

m a n y perfons o f each o f thefe three d c f c r i p -

t i o n s , w h o m t h e y were earnef t ly f o l i c i t c d to 

f e n d , a n d w e r e w i t h d i f f i c u l t y p r e v a i l e d o n t o 

c a r r y o u t thofe w h o w e n t . 

T h e u n w i l l i n g n e f s o f the D i r e c t o r s to take 

o u t that clafs a m o n g w h o m the m o r t a l i t y w a s 

the greateft, n a m e l y , the E u r o p e a n fett lers, 

gave u m b r a g e to feveral per fons w h o w e r e 

v e r y eager to b e c o m e A f r i c a n c o l o n i f t s , a n d i n 
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part perhaps gave o c c a i i o n t o t h e i n f t i t u t i o n 

o f the B u l a m C o m p a n y . 

Their, i n d i f p o f i t i o n to enlarge the n u m b e r 

o f f o l d i e r s , a m o n g w h o m , n e x t to the fett lers, 

the m o r t a l i t y was the greateft, o c c a l i o n e d the 

r e f i g n a t i o n o f one o r t w o o f t h e i r c h i e f fer­

v a n t s , and at the fame t i m e d r e w a f t r o n g 

r e m o n f t r a n e e f r o m feveral g e n t l e m e n , w h o 

w e r e p u r p o f i n g to a d v e n t u r e o u t . T h e D i ­

rectors w e r e alfo fo m u c h aware o f the v a r i ­

o u s evi ls w h i c h m i g h t r e m i t f r o m the m a i n ­

tenance e v e n o f t h e i r f m a l l m i l i t a r y e f tabl i fh-

m e n t , that t h e y w r o t e to reca l l a l l the fo ld iers 

as f o o n as the peaeeablenefs o f the natives w a s 

a fcer ta ined, but the o r d e r a r r i v e d t o o late. 

T h e y w e r e fo fenfible alfo o f the d a n g e r to 

w h i c h the artif icers a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s , w h o 

f o r m e d a m a t e r i a l part o f the t h i r d clafs, w e r e 

e x p o f e d , ( m o d o f w h o m t h r o u g h a n a c c i d e n t 

at fea w e r e l i k e l y not to a r r i v e t i l l the eve o f 

the r a i n y feafon) that t h e y offered to dis­
charge a great part o f t h e m i n E n g l a n d , n o t 

o n l y i n d e m n i f y i n g t h e m f o r t h e i r lofs o f t i m e , 

b u t a d d i n g alfo f o m e g r a t u i t y -y a f e w accepted 

the offer, but a great p a r t , i n c l u d i n g a i m oft 

a l l thofe w h o h a d f a m i l i e s , w e r e bent o n the 

p r o f e c u t i o n o f the v o y a g e . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s have m e n t i o n e d thefe m i ­

n u t e c i r c u m f t a n c e s , f o r the fake o f l e t t i n g i t 

appear that t h e y have been far f r o m eager, o n 

t h e i r p a r t , i n p r e f l i n g thofe to go to S i e r r a 

L e o n e w h o have r u n the greateft r i f k o f t h e i r 

l ives i n a d v e n t u r i n g t h i t h e r , a n d f o r t h e fake 



o f p o i n t i n g o u t alfo the e x t r e m e d a n g e r to 

w h i c h thofe per fons arc e x p o f e d o n t h e i r 

a r r i v a l i n a t r o p i c a l c l i m a t e , w h o are e i t h e r 

u n p r o v i d e d w i t h the means o f c o m f o r t a b l e 

a c c o m m o d a t i o n a n d fubfi f tence, o r w h o are 

l i k e l y to f a l l i n t o a n y habits o f i n t e m p e r a n c e ; 

f o r the above detai l w i l l f h e w that thefe are 

the t w o p r i n c i p a l caufes to w h i c h the e x t r a o r ­

d i n a r y m o r t a l i t y is e v i d e n t l y to be t r a c e d . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s h a v i n g t h u s e n d e a v o u r e d t o 

g i v e a n exact a n d i m p a r t i a l a c c o u n t o f thofe 

c i r c u m f t a n c e s a n d events i n the c o l o n y w h i c h 

relate t o t h e fubject o f H e a l t h , are d e f n o u s 

o f l e a v i n g its character i n this refpect to reft 

o n t h e f i m p l e e v i d e n c e o f t h e a b o v e m e n t i o n e d 

facts ; t h e y w i l l o n l y a d d , that t h e y are n o t 

a w a r e o f a n y reafons w h y the c l i m a t e o f S i e r r a 

L e o n e f h o u l d p r o v e e v e n t u a l l y i n f e r i o r to that 

o f m a n y fett lements b e t w e e n t h e t r o p i c s , i n 

different quarters o f t h e w o r l d , o f w h i c h the 

hea l th inefs is n o w u n d i f p u t e d ; f o r f o m e o f 

thefe h a v e b e e n m u c h m o r e u n f a v o u r a b l e t o 

the h e a l t h o f the firft fettlers t h a n S i e r r a L e o n e 

has yet p r o v e d : i t feems therefore v e r y r e a ­

sonable to e x p e c t , that i n p r o p o r t i o n as c u l t i ­

v a t i o n advances , a n d a l l t h e a c c o m m o d a t i o n s 

o f l i fe i m p r o v e , the fame g r a d u a l a m e n d m e n t 

w i l l ' take place i n t h e h e a l t h i n e f s o f t h i s 

c o l o n y , w h i c h has b e e n e x p e r i e n c e d i n o t h e r 

cafes. 

T R A D E . 



T R A D E . 

I N f p e a k i n g o f the T r a d e o f the C o m ­

p a n y , the D i r e c t o r s h a v e ra ther to m e n t i o n 

the orders g i v e n a n d the fleps t a k e n , w i t h 

a v i e w to its i n f t i t u t i o n , t h a n t o r e p o r t 

m u c h a c t u a l progrefs . 

T h e y fent out a moderate af fortment o f 

goods f o r trade b y the v e r y firft f h i p s , but 

t h o u g h th is w a s d o n e i n c o n f e r e n c e o f the 

a d v i c e o f the c o m m e r c i a l agent h i m f e l f , w h o 

t o o k c h a r g e o f t h e m a n d w h o w a s w e l l ac­

q u a i n t e d w i t h the coaft, yet n o effort to d i f -

p o f c o f t h e m w a s m a d e d u r i n g his c o n t i n u ­

a n c e i n t h e i r fervice . T h e c h i e f part o f thefe 

art ic les c o n f e q u c n t l y r e m a i n e d o n f h i p - b o a r d 

d u r i n g the r a i n s ; e v e n m a n y o f thofe i n ­

t e n d e d f o r i m m e d i a t e ufe i n the c o l o n y w e r e 

n o t d e l i v e r e d out o f the velfels t i l l after t h i s 

p e r i o d , a n d it is to be feared, that t h r o u g h 

the m i f e o n d u c t o f t h i s p e r f o n , as w e l l as the 

i n e f f i c i e n c y o f the C o u n c i l a n d the c o n f e q u e n t 

c o n f u f i o n i n the c o l o n y w h i c h has been 

ftated, w h i l e m a n y i n d i v i d u a l s w e r e l o f i n g 

t h e i r l ives o n the o n e h a n d , n o f m a l l part o f 

the C o m p a n y ' s p r o p e r t y w a s d i f l i p a t e d o n 

the other . 

T h e i r r e g u l a r i t y that p r e v a i l e d i n the c o m ­

m e r c i a l d e p a r t m e n t , was m u c h aggravated b y 

the i l l n c f s o f a lmoft a l l the per fons e m p l o y e d 

i n 
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i n i t . T h e f icknefs o f the c h i e f ftorekeeper 

w a s f u c h that he was o b l i g e d to r e t u r n to 

E n g l a n d ; the c h i e f a c c o u n t a n t d i e d ; t h e 

c h i e f c o m m e r c i a l agent , w h o has been a l ­

r e a d y f p o k e n of, d i e d al fo , w i t h o u t h a v i n g 

r e n d e r e d u p a n y r e g u l a r accounts ; feveral i n ­

f e r i o r f torekecpers , as has been m e n t i o n e d 

u n d e r the p r e c e d i n g h e a d , fe l l v i c t i m s to the 

ievere d u t y w h i c h the dif f icult ies o f t h i s 

p e r i o d i m p o f e d o n t h e m ; a n d the per fons 

w h o , t h r o u g h the neceff ity o f the cafe, w e r e 

a p p o i n t e d o n the fpot to f i l l the v a c a n c i e s , 

w e r e l i t t le ufed to b o o k - k e e p i n g ; o n e p e r f o n 

a l o n e r e m a i n e d ( the prefent b o o k - k e e p e r ) w h o 

w a s p r o p e r l y a c q u a i n t e d w i t h m e r c a n t i l e 

b u i i n e f s . 

T h u s i t has h a p p e n e d , that the D i r e c t o r s , 

w h o t h o u g h t t h e y h a d d o n e e v e r y t h i n g that 

d e p e n d e d o n t h e m to fecure p u n c t u a l i t y i n 

a c c o u n t s , f r o m the v e r y i n f t i t u t i o n o f the 

c o l o n y , have f o u n d themfelves e n t i r e l y d e ­

p r i v e d o f the p r o p e r means o f e x a m i n i n g i n t o 

the e x p e n d i t u r e a n d a p p l i c a t i o n o f a l l t h e 

firft c a r g o e s ; a n d t h e y are f o r r y to a d d , that 

a l t h o u g h o n e o f the M e m b e r s o f C o u n c i l a p ­

p l i e d h i m f e l f , f o r a c o n h d e r a b l e t i m e , to t h e 

e f tab l i f l iment o f a p r o p e r fy f tem o f b o o k ­

k e e p i n g , y e t h i s efforts alfo h a v e been r e n ­

d e r e d a b o r t i v e t h r o u g h the b u r n i n g o f t h e 

Y o r k , w h e r e b y a l l the m o l t m a t e r i a l b o o k s 

o f the c o l o n y w e r e d e f t r o y c d . 

T h e C o u r t w i l l n o t w o n d e r that the D i ­

rectors w e r e f l o w i n f e n d i n g o u t art ic les f o r 

trade 



t rade at a t i m e w h e n fo m u c h c o n f u f i o n w a s 

k n o w n to p r e v a i l i n the c o l o n y , a n d w h e n 

the c o m m e r c i a l fervants , w h o h a d d i e d o r r e ­

t u r n e d to E n g l a n d , w e r e n o t y e t r e p l a c e d . 

T h e C o m p a n y ' s prefent c o m m e r c i a l agent 

h o w e v e r c a r r i e d out a large affortment f u i t e d 

t o the A f r i c a n m a r k e t , a great part o f w h i c h 

w a s i m m e d i a t e l y d i f f r i b u t e d o n h o a r d t h e 

C o m p a n y ' s f m a l l veffels, w h i c h w e n t w i t h 

t h e m d o w n the coaff ; the r e m a i n d e r , as has 

been (fated, w e r e u n f o r t u n a t e l y d e l t r o y e d o n 

b o a r d the Y o r k , 

I n o r d e r to g i v e a m o r e c o m p l e t e i d e a o f 

t h e c o m m e r c i a l p lans o f the D i r e c t o r s , i t 

m a y be p r o p e r here to m e n t i o n the n u m b e r 

o f veffels o f e v e r y k i n d b e l o n g i n g to t h e 

C o m p a n y , a n d the fcrvices i n w h i c h t h e y are 

e m p l o y e d . T h e y h a v e o n e f h i p , the H a r p y , 

o f 3 8 0 tons b u r t h e n ; a n o t h e r , the A m y , o f 

2 0 0 tons ; a n d t e n veffels o f 3 c to 120 t o n s . 

T h e Y o r k , o f 8 5 0 t o n s , h a v i n g b e e n d e f t r o y e d , 

o n e o f the t w o l a r g e r i h i p s is f o r a t i m e l i k e l y 

to be ufed i n h e r {lead as a ftore f h i p , w h i l e 

the o t h e r o f t h e m m a y c a r r y goods to a n d 

f r o m Sierra L e o n e ; a l l the f m a l l e r veffels 

b e i n g c h i e f l y e n g a g e d i n c o l l e c t i n g p r o d u c e 

o n the A f r i c a n c o a l t , w h i c h t h e y are o r d e r e d 

t o c o n v e y to the c o l o n y as the place o f de-

p o l i t . 

T h e C o u r t , i n the outfet o f t h e i r u n d e r t a k ­

i n g , w e r e l e d f r o m v a r i o u s caufes to p u r c h a f e 

r a t h e r t h a n to c h a r t e r the veffels w h i c h c a r ­

r i e d 



r i e d o u t goods f o r S i e r r a L e o n e : b u t the v a f l 

e x p e n f e w h i c h has been f o u n d to attend t h e i r 

l a r g e r (hips , has d i f i n c l i n e d t h e m f r o m m a k i n g 

a n y f u r t h e r purehafes o f th is fort . 

It m o u l d be o b f e r v e d , that the c h i e f par t 

o f thofe h e a v y expenfes w h i c h h a v e been h i ­

t h e r t o i n c u r r e d i n the m a i n t e n a n c e o f the 

f h i p p i n g , a n d w h i c h h a v e been m u c h e n ­

h a n c e d b y the w a r , t h o u g h m e n t i o n e d u n d e r 

th is h e a d , have been ftated i n t h e a c c o u n t as 

a c h a r g e o n the E f t a b l i f h i n e n t o f t h e c o l o n y , 

a n d n o t o n the T r a d e o f the C o m p a n y . T h e 

D i r e c t o r s h o w e v e r have the f a t i s f a c l i o n o f 

k n o w i n g , that e v e r y o n e o f t h e i r f m a l l e r 

veffels has been f o r fome t i m e e m p l o y e d i n 

t r a d i n g e x p e d i t i o n s , a n d that o f t h e i r t w o 

large l h i p s , o n e is n o w engaged i n t r a d e , 

a n d the o t h e r is m a d e ufe o f at S i e r r a L e o n e 

b o t h as a receptacle f o r goods a n d a p r o t e c t i o n 

to the c o l o n y . 

T h e G o v e r n o r a n d C o u n c i l h a v e t h o u g h t 

p r o p e r , as a f u b f i d i a r y means o f f e c u r i n g a 

c o n f i d c r a b l e q u a n t i t y o f p r o d u c e , to c f tabl i f l i 

a f e w f m a l l factor ies , c h i e f l y i n the n e i g h b o u r ­

i n g r i v e r s , w h i c h has been d o n e at a t r i f l i n g 

e x p e n f e . T h e F r e n c h Have f a c t o r y at G a m ­

b i a , w h i c h c o m m a n d e d one b r a n c h o f the 

r i v e r S i e r r a L e o n e , b e i n g f i tuated a f e w m i l e s 

a b o v e F r e e t o w n , has r e c e n t l y b e e n r e l i n q u i f h -

e d . O t h e r o p e n i n g s o f v a r i o u s k i n d s h a v e 

a r i f e n , the p a r t i c u l a r s o f w h i c h the D i r e c t o r s 

w i l l not be e x p e c t e d to d e t a i l ; a n d t h o u g h 

n o m o r e t h a n a f m a l l q u a n t i t y o f A f r i c a n 

p r o d u c e , 
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p r o d u c e , a m o u n t i n g t o a f e w t h o u f a n d p o u n d s , 

has , f o r the reafons a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , as 

y e t ' r e a c h e d E n g l a n d j y e t i n n o r e f p e d d o 

t h e G o v e r n o r a n d C o u n c i l ftate the p r o f p e d s 

o f the C o m p a n y to h a v e m o r e c o n f i d e r a b l y 

i m p r o v e d , t h a n i n the o p e n i n g s i n the w a y o f 

T r a d e w h i c h h a v e appeared i n the laft y e a r ; 

a n d e fpec ia l ly i n the latter par t o f i t , w h e n 

the general d e c l e n f i o n o f the A f r i c a n c o m ­

m e r c e , t h r o u g h the f a i l u r e o f m e r c a n t i l e 

credi t i n E n g l a n d , w a s v e r y obfervable o n 

t h e coaft. 

T h e D i r e d o r s m u f t here r e m a r k , h o w e v e r , 

that t h e y l o o k f o r w a r d to the p e r i o d o f t h e 

a b o l i t i o n o f the S l a v e T r a d e , as the great asra 

w h e n a conf iderable c o m m e r c e i n A f r i c a n 

p r o d u c e m a y be e x p e d e d to c o m m e n c e . 

W h e n the A f r i c a n s , w h o have been l o n g h a ­

b i t u a t e d to E u r o p e a n art ic les , m a l l f i n d that 

n o t h i n g w i l l be t a k e n i n r e t u r n b u t the p r o ­

d u c e o f t h e i r l a n d a n d l a b o u r , t h e n this p r o ­

d u c e m u f t u n q u e l l i o n a b l y increafe . T h e y a l ­

ready i h e w a d i f p o f i t i o n to t i l l the f o i l , i f 

adequate e n c o u r a g e m e n t be g i v e n t h e m , as 

the f a d s w h i c h w i l l be c i t e d u n d e r the h e a d 

o f C u l t i v a t i o n w i l l f u f l i c i e n t l y e v i n c e : a n d as 

f o o n as the S l a v e T r a d e fha l l f a i l t h e m , t h e r e 

is therefore the ftrongeft rea fon to h o p e that 

c u l t i v a t i o n w i l l i m m e d i a t e l y p r o c e e d ; a n d i t 

i s not u n n a t u r a l to fuppofe that thofe art ic les 

m a y be r a i l e d , a n d thofe p lans o f i n d u f t r y 

a d o p t e d , o f w h i c h the b a n k s o f the r i v e r 

S i e r r a L e o n e w i l l have fet the e x a m p l e , 

T h e 



T h e D i r e c t o r s are not w i t h o u t h o p e that 

i f a n y meafure m o u l d be t a k e n b y the B r i t i f h 

p a r l i a m e n t , e v e n f o r the l i m i t a t i o n of the S l a v e 

T r a d e , i t m a y have f o m e fa lutary effect i n 

p r o m o t i n g A f r i c a n i n d u f t r y , i n c r e a f m g t h e 

p r o d u c e to be c o l l e c t e d , a n d t h u s f e r v i n g the 

C o m p a n y . A s yet t h e y l a b o u r u n d e r d isad­

vantages , w h i c h t h e y truft w i l l not a l w a y s be 

i m p o f e d o n thofe w h o refufe to u n i t e a traffic 

i n t h e i r f e l l o w creatures w i t h a trade i n n a ­

t u r a l p r o d u c e : t h e y alfo w i l l i n g l y fuffer f o m e 

pre fent lofs b y f u r n i f h i n g articles rather f u -

p e r i o r i n q u a l i t y , a n d f o m e w h a t different i n 

k i n d , f r o m thofe c o m m o n l y fent to A f r i c a ; 

a n d i n m a n y refpedts t h e y have e n d e a v o u r e d 

to p u r i f y the p r i n c i p l e s o f the A f r i c a n T r a d e , 

w h i c h t h e y h a v e f o u n d i n genera l to be d r e a d ­

f u l l y c o r r u p t . I n p a r t i c u l a r t h e y have r e -

f t r a i n e d , a n d i n f o m e cafes a b o l i f h e d , t h o u g h 

n o t w i t h o u t a t e m p o r a r y i n c o n v e n i e n c e , the 

c u f l o m o f m a k i n g large prefents o f r u m t o 

the chiefs c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e m . T h e y 

t ruf t alfo t h e y have g o n e to the r o o t o f 

a n o t h e r e v i l , b y i n t r o d u c i n g a conf iderable 

q u a n t i t y o f c o i n i n t o the c o l o n y , a n d thus f u b -

f t i t u t i n g the p l a i n a n d c e r t a i n m e d i u m o f 

d o l l a r s i n place o f the f o r m e r one o f bars j * 

w h i c h h a v i n g been a m e d i u m o f c a l c u l a t i o n 

that w a s e x t r e m e l y v a r i a b l e a n d c o n f u f e d , 

a n d m e r e l y n o m i n a l , has o c c a f i o n e d m u c h 

* The word bar implied originally a bar of iron, which was 
one of the moft common articles of commerce, and might be 
worth about three (hillings fterling. 

t r o u b l e 



t r o u b l e a n d d i f p u t e , a n d g i v e n the o p p o r ­

t u n i t y o f p r a c t i i i n g p e r p e t u a l f rauds i n t h e 

A f r i c a n c o m m e r c e . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s h a v e r e a f o n o n the w h o l e 

to h o p e , that t h e y h a v e a c q u i r e d f o m e c r e d i t 

i n A f r i c a , n o t o n l y b y t h e g e n e r a l p r i n c i p l e s 

o f t h e i r u n d e r t a k i n g , b u t b y t h e a p p r o v e d 

q u a l i t y o f t h e i r g o o d s a l fo , as w e l l as b y t h e 

fairnefs o f t h e i r fervants i n a l l t h e i r c o m m e r ­

c i a l t r a n f a c t i o n s ; a n d h o w e v e r f l o w t h e y 

m a y h a v e appeared i n t h e i r p r o g r e f s , t h e y 

t ruf t therefore that t h e y h a v e l a i d f o m e f o u n ­

d a t i o n , o n w h i c h a c o m m e r c i a l i n t e r c o u r f c 

m a y a d v a n t a g e o u f l y p r o c e e d . 

» 
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C U L T I V A T I O N . 

T H E fubjecT: o f C u l t i v a t i o n m a y be 

d i v i d e d i n t o t w o heads, that o n the C o m ­

p a n y ' s o w n a c c o u n t , a n d that p r o d u c e d , o r 

l i k e l y to be p r o d u c e d , e i ther o n the lands o f 

t h e N o v a S c o t i a n s o r a m o n g the nat ives 

themfe lves . 

It was a part o f the o r i g i n a l p l a n o f the 

D i r e c t o r s , to fet o n foot as f o o n as poff iblc 

t w o o r three p l a n t a t i o n s o n t h e i r o w n a c c o u n t , 

a n d t h e y a c c o r d i n g l y fent o u t three m a n a g e r s 

( o r p lanters) a n d feveral overfeers ufed t o 

t r o p i c a l c u l t i v a t i o n . T h e diftreffes o f t h e 

c o l o n y d u r i n g the firft r a i n y feafon i n d u c e d 

one o f the p lanters to q u i t the p l a c e , a n o p ­

p o r t u n i t y b e i n g af forded h i m o f r e t u r n i n g to 

the W e f t indies ; m a n y o f the overfeers d i e d ; 

o f the t w o planters that r e m a i n e d , one was 

e m p l o y e d f o r a t i m e i n p r e p a r i n g a c o t t o n 

p l a n t a t i o n near F r e e t o w n , but as he has r e ­

t u r n e d to E n g l a n d , a n d as t h e l a n d i n quef-

t i o n has been m u c h w a n t e d f o r o ther p u r -

pofes, th is u n d e r t a k i n g is fu fpended for the 

p r e f e n t ; a n d a f e w o f thofe N o v a Scotians 

w h o f e lots o f l a n d p r o v e d p a r t i c u l a r l y b a r r e n , 

h a v e n o w the t e m p o r a r y ufe o f th is f r u i t f u l 

fpot , f r o m w h i c h crops o f v a r i o u s articles 

u f e f u l to the c o l o n y h a v e been r a i l e d . 

O f 



O f the o t h e r p l a n t a t i o n u n d e r t a k e n o n t h e 

C o m p a n y ' s a c c o u n t , w h i c h is If i l l fuccefs ful ly 

p r o c e e d i n g u n d e r the m a n a g e m e n t o f the r e ­

m a i n i n g p l a n t e r , w h o w e n t out b y o n e o f the 

i i r f t f h i p s , the D i r e c t o r s p r o p o f e to fpeak 

v e r y p a r t i c u l a r l y ; fmce t h e y bel ieve that th is 

is the l i r l l e x p e r i m e n t o f the k i n d w h i c h has 

been m a d e i n A f r i c a , a n d that a m i n u t e ac­

c o u n t o f its progrefs m a y ferve to t h r o w c o n -

f iderable l i g h t o n the q u e f t i o n , w h e t h e r it be 

pract icable to c u l t i v a t e t h e lands o f that c o n ­

t i n e n t b y means o f the free l a b o u r o f its o w n 

i n h a b i t a n t s . 

W h e n it was f o u n d that the f o i l a r o u n d 

F r e e t o w n w a s not fo f a v o u r a b l e to c u l t i v a t i o n 

as was e x p e c t e d , the p l a n t e r w h o has been 

laft a l l u d e d t o , * w i t h the fame l a u d a b l e a n d 

a r d e n t zeal w h i c h has ever f ince d i l l i i n r u i f l i e d 

h i m , m a d e m a n y fucceffive e x p e d i t i o n s b o t h 

d o w n the coaft, a l o n g the r i v e r f ide , a n d 

i n t o t h e i n t e r i o r c o u n t r y , w i t h a v i e w o f 

l e a r n i n g t h e q u a l i t y o f the f o i l i n a l l t h e 

m o r e di f tant parts . H e r e p o r t e d that he h a d 

f o u n d e x t r e m e l y g o o d l a n d o n the o t h e r f ide 

o f the r i v e r ; of fered, i f a n y p u r c h a f e o f i t 

c o u l d be m a d e , to fettle h i m f e l f there a m o n g 

t h e n a t i v e s , a n d to a t t e m p t , w i t h t h e i r h e l p 

a l o n e , a r e g u l a r p l a n t a t i o n . A m i l e fquare 

o f l a n d was o b t a i n e d w i t h o u t d i f f i c u l t y f r o m 

the c h i e f o f that d i f t r i c t , i n c o n l i d e r a t i o n o f 

a n a n n u a l rent e q u a l to £. 1 6 ; a n d a b o u t 

• M r . James Watt , formerly manager of the Eftate of 
George Roll-, Efcj. M . P. in Dominica. 
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t h i r t y g r u m e t t a s , o r free n a t i v e l a b o u r e r s , 

w e r e got together b y h i s amftance . T h e firft 

w o r k t o w h i c h t h e y w e r e p u t was that 

o f b u i l d i n g a h o u f e f o r the m a n a g e r ; 

t h e y w e r e n e x t e m p l o y e d i n c u t t i n g d o w n 

t h e w o o d , w h i c h e n t i r e l y c o v e r e d the c o u n ­

t r y ; a n d t h e y p r o c e d c e d t h e n to h o e t h e 

g r o u n d , a n d t o p l a n t i t w i t h fugar cane , 

c o t t o n , r i c e , a n d o t h e r vegetables. T h e 

t e r m s o f e n g a g i n g t h e m w e r e f o u r o r five 

bars a m o n t h , b u t as the v a l u i n g o f the bars 

p r o v e d a f o u r c e o f f o m e a l t e r c a t i o n , the p r i c e 

o f three d o l l a r s a m o n t h , o r about 3s. 6 d . a 

w e e k , is n o w fubft i tuted : t h e l a b o u r e r s are 

alfo f o u n d w i t h p r o v i f i o n s , w h i c h confi f t o f 

about a p i n t a n d a h a l f o f r i c e , together w i t h 

t w o o r three ounces o f meat a p iece , each 

d a y . T h e y are ca l led to w o r k b y the b l o w i n g 

o f a h o r n , w h i c h is h e a r d t h r o u g h the f m a l l 

n e i g h b o u r i n g t o w n s i n w h i c h t h e y r e l i d e ; 

a n d i f t h e y are o n the fpot , as t h e y u f u a l l y 

are , at t h e prec i fe t i m e e x p e c t e d w h i c h is 

that o f f u n r i fe , t h e y are t h e n a c c u f t o m e d to 

rece ive a f m a l l glafs o f r u m , w h i c h it is i n ­

t e n d e d h o w e v e r to c o m m u t e i n t o f o m e t r i f l i n g 

p e c u n i a r y a l l o w a n c e . T h e y w o r k u n d e r the 

i m m e d i a t e eye o f one o f the better fort o f 

nat ives , w h i l e the p l a n t e r d irects t h e i r g e n e ­

r a l o p e r a t i o n s , fees t h e m often f r o m his w i n ­

d o w , a n d w a l k s o c c a s i o n a l l y a m o n g f t t h e m . 

T h e y g o t o t h e i r d i n n e r ( w h i c h is dref led f o r 

t h e m i n the manager ' s h o u f e , a n d is t h e 

o n l y m e a l t h e y take d u r i n g t h e i r day ' s w o r k ) 

at e leven o ' c l o c k , a n d t h e y r e t u r n at o n e . 

T h e y 



( H ) 

T h e y w o r k t i l l fun-fet a n d t h e n receive a n o ­

t h e r f m a l l glafs o f f p i r i t s , b u t t h e y d r i n k 

w a t e r o n l y at t h e i r m e a l . T h e i r l a b o u r is 

t h o u g h t e q u a l to about t w o - t h i r d s o f a c o m ­

m o n d a y ' s w o r k i n th is c o u n t r y , a n d i t is 

t o l e r a b l y f leady , a l t h o u g h t h e y m e w n o great 

e x e r t i o n i n i t . A b o v e a y e a r has n o w e lapfed 

w i t h l i t t le v a r i a t i o n , e i t h e r i n the n u m b e r o f 

t h e labourers o r i n the r e g u l a r i t y o f t h e i r 

w o r k , except i n the i n i l a n c e o f t h e i r abfent-

i n g t h e m f e l v e s f o r a f e w w e e k s at the a p ­

p r o a c h o f t h e r a i n y feafon, i n o r d e r to w o r k 

at the p l a n t a t i o n s about t h e i r o w n t o w n s ; a n d 

i t is t h o u g h t that means m a y be t a k e n f o r 

p r e v e n t i n g e v e n t h i s i n t e r r u p t i o n f o r the 

f u t u r e . 

It is m a t e r i a l to take f o m e n o t i c e o f the 

m a n n e r i n w h i c h t h e i r wages are f p e n t : w h e n 

t h e y h a v e r e c e i v e d t h e i r p a y , w h i c h t h e y 

a l w a y s c l a i m o n the d a y after the appearance 

o f the n e w m o o n , t h e y fend o v e r t o F r e e ­

t o w n to fell t h e dol lars as t h e y t e r m i t ; the 

art ic les t a k e n i n r e t u r n are f o r the m o l t par t 

c l o t h i n g o r h o u f e h o l d utenfi ls ; f o r it does n o t 

a p p e a r that thofe g a i n s w h i c h the nat ives ac­

q u i r e b y r e g u l a r i n d u i t r y , are c o m m o n l y a p ­

p l i e d to a n y p e r n i c i o u s ufe . T h e labourers 

w h o w o r k i n the C o m p a n y ' s p l a n t a t i o n m a y 

n o w be d i f t i n g u i f h e d f r o m m o d o f the o t h e r 

n a t i v e s , b y f o m e a d d i t i o n a l art icles i n t h e i r 

drefs ; t h e y w e a r a hat a n d a j a c k e t , w h i c h 

t h e others i n genera l d o n o t ; a n d t h e y h a v e 

t rowfers o f a better q u a l i t y , b e i n g e v i d e n t l y 

d i f p o f e d 



dtfpofod to c o p y after the E u r o p e a n s ; t h o u g h 

i t is o n l y a f m a l l part o f t h e i r c l o t h i n g , a n d 

ft i l l lefs o f t h e i r h o u f e h o l d f u r n i t u r e a n d m o d e 

o f l i v i n g , that t h e y h a v e as yet a d o p t e d . T h e y 

are t a u g h t to abf ta in f r o m w o r k o n S u n d a y s , 

w h e n t h e y at tend a N o v a S c o t i a preacher n o w 

ref ident a m o n g t h e m , w h o acts alfo d u r i n g 

the w e e k as f c h o o l - m a f t e r to feveral n a t i v e 

c h i l d r e n . 

T h e l a n d w h i c h t h e y p u t i n c u l t i v a t i o n t h e 

firft y e a r w a s n o t c o n l i d e r a b l e , h a v i n g been 

o n l y about f ifteen acres, o f w h i c h a b o u t 

t w e l v e acres w e r e p l a n t e d w i t h alternate r o w s 

o f r ice a n d c o t t o n . A n u r f e r y o f fugar canes 

has been alfo fet o n f o o t , a n d i s , o n t h e 

w h o l e , a d v a n c i n g ; but the ants (or b u g a b u g s ) 

h a v e d o n e m u c h d a m a g e a m o n g t h e m . I t is 

f u p p o f e d h o w e v e r that th is obftacle to t h e 

g r o w t h o f the fugar c a n e , w i l l be r e m o v e d , 

as f o o n as the roots o f the trees w r h i c h h a v e 

been cut d o w n i l l a l l h a v e r o t t e d a w a y ; f m c e 

the ants are fa id to d e r i v e c o n i i d c r a b l e f u p -

p o r t f r o m t h e m . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s have the f a t i s f a c t i o n o f o b -

f e r v i n g , that a l t h o u g h f o m e l i t t le differences 

m a y h a v e o c c a l i o n a l l y a r i f e n b e t w e e n the 

m a n a g e r a n d the nat ives engaged w i t h h i m , 

y e t o n the w h o l e the C o m p a n y ' s p r o f p e & s 

h a v e m u c h i m p r o v e d i n that p a r t , a n d m a n y 

p r o o f s h a v e been g i v e n o f the great advances 

that m a y be m a d e i n C i v i l i z a t i o n , i f the p r e ­

fent object f h o u l d be R e a d i l y p u r f u e d , a n d 

E e fpecia l ly 



especial ly i f means m o u l d be f o u n d o f c o n -

i i d e r a b l y e x t e n d i n g the fame f y f t e m . 

It has l a t e l y been d i f c o v e r e d , that feveral 

t o w n s adjacent to the C o m p a n y ' s p l a n t a t i o n 

are v e r y m u c h i n c r e a f e d , n o t o n l y b y the 

a c c e m o n o f thofe nat ives w h o w o r k f o r the 

C o m p a n y , but alfo o f m a n y o t h e r s . It a p ­

pears alfo that the natives are m o r e d i f p o f e d 

i n genera l to m i g r a t e t o w a r d s the fides o f the 

r i v e r , w h i c h heretofore h a v e been v e r y l i t t l e 

p e o p l e d : a fenfe o f the f e c u r i t y o f t h e i r p e r ­

fons m o r e a n d m o r e p r e v a i l s , a n d t h e y are 

lefs averfe to let the b u m a r o u n d t h e i r t o w n s 

be cut d o w n ; w h i c h , f a m i l i a r i f e d as t h e y 

h a v e been w i t h the idea o f b e i n g f u r p r i f e d 

a n d c a r r i e d i n t o f l a v e r y , t h e y w e r e a c c u f t o m e d 

a l w a y s to fpeak o f as a c o n v e n i e n t f l i c k e r . 

T h e d i f f i c u l t y i n d e e d o f l a n d i n g o n the B u ­

l a m fide o f the r i v e r , b y l e i f e n i n g the i n t c r -

c o u r l e w i t h E u r o p e a n s , has caufed a v e r y 

v i l i b l e dif ference i n the character o f the n a ­

t ives o f that d i f t r i c t : t h e y are lefs v i o l e n t a n d 

lefs a d d i c t e d to l i q u o r t h a n t h e i r o p p o f i t c 

n e i g h b o u r s , a n d t h e y a l fo l i v e m o r e b y t h e i r 

i n d u f t r y . T h e y are i n general d i f p o f e d to 

enter i n t o the v i e w s o f the g o v e r n m e n t o f 

S i e r r a L e o n e , a n d feem v e r y l i t t l e i n c l i n e d t<; 

bel ieve t h o l e f lavc-traders , w h o tel l t h e m that 

l i i e C o m p a n y has i n j u r i o u s d e l i g n s aga in i t 

t h e m ; a n d one o f t h e i r c h i e f m e n m a k e s i t 

h i s profeffed p r i n c i p l e n e i t h e r to fel l n o r to 

keep a Have. A f e c o n d p l a n t a t i o n appears 

n o w to be d c l i r c d by t h e m , a n d t h e i r K i n g 

has 



has l a t e l y ceded a n o t h e r fquare m i l e o f l a n d 

f o r that p u r p o f e . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s h a v e f u r t h e r t o m e n t i o n 

U n d e r the h e a d o f C u l t i v a t i o n o n the C o m ­

p a n y ' s o w n a c c o u n t , a f m a l l g a r d e n o f e x ­

p e r i m e n t i n the n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f F r e e t o w n , 

w h i c h is u n d e r the care o f a n able botani f t . 

A v a r i e t y o f n a t i v e p lants a n d feeds has b e e n 

c o l l e c t e d f r o m t i m e to t i m e , w h i c h arc c u f . 

t i v a t e d there w i t h great a t t e n t i o n ; a n d i t is 

h o p e d that f o m e f u t u r e benef i t , e i ther to t h e 

C o m p a n y o r c o l o n y , as w e l l as f o m e u f e f u l 

accef l ion o f b o t a n i c a l k n o w l e d g e , m a y re fu l t 

f r o m the l a b o u r s o f t h i s g e n t l e m a n . T h e 

C o u r t o f D i r e c t o r s h a v e fucceeded i n o b t a i n ­

i n g feveral v a l u a b l e articles o f t r o p i c a l c u l t i ­

v a t i o n , t h r o u g h h i s M a j e f t y ' s p c r m i f f i o n , 

f r o m the r o y a l gardens at K e w , a n d p a r t i c u ­

l a r l y the b r e a d - f r u i t tree, w h i c h w i l l f o r m a 

v e r y i m p o r t a n t a d d i t i o n to the C o m p a n y ' s 

c o l l e c t i o n . 

I n f p e a k i n g o f the c u l t i v a t i o n that has 

t a k e n place fince the i n f t i t u t i o n o f the c o l o n y , 

t h r o u g h the l a b o u r that has been e x e r t e d b y 

the N o v a S c o t i a n s , o r t h e nat ives o n t h e i r 

o w n a c c o u n t , the D i r e c t o r s are n o t yet able 

to r e p o r t a n y conf iderable p r o g r e i s . A great 

* The Directors have Introduced by way of Appendix, an 
account of the \ a t u i a l IVodudtions of Sierra Leone., furnifhed 
by M r . A&elius* their Botanift, 
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part o f the a t t e n t i o n a n d i n d u f t r y o f thd c o ­

loni f ts has been a p p l i e d to the b u i l d i n g o f t h e 

t o w n , o f w h i c h it m a y n o t be i m p r o p e r i n 

t h i s p lace to enter i n t o f o m e d e f c r i p t i o n . 

It is f i tuated o n a d r y a n d ra ther e levated 

f p o t , o n the f o u t h - f i d e o f S i e r r a L e o n e r i v e r , 

a n d i t occupies b e t w e e n feventy a n d e i g h t y 

acres o f l a n d ; i ts l e n g t h b e i n g about o n e -

t h i r d o f a m i l e , a n d its b r e a d t h n e a r l y the 

fame. It c o n t a i n s near f o u r h u n d r e d h o u f e s , 

each h o u f e h a v i n g o n e - t w e l f t h o f a n acre o f 

g r o u n d a n n e x e d to i t , o n w h i c h a f e w v e g e ­

tables are r a i l e d . T h e ftrcetsrun, i n g e n e r a l , 

f r o m n o r t h - w e f t to fouth-eaft , there b e i n g 

n i n e i n th is d i r e d i o n , a n d three crofs ftreets; 

a n d t h e y are e i g h t y feet w i d e , one o n l y e x ­

cepted , w h i c h r u n s w i t h i n f i f ty feet o f the 

r i v e r f ide, a n d o f w h i c h the w i d t h is o n e 

h u n d r e d a n d f i x t y feet. T h e p u b l i c b u i l d ­

i n g s are a lmoft al l p laced i n the b r o a d ftreet, 

a n d t h e y conf i f t o f a c h u r c h , f i tuated near 

t h e m i d d l e o f the t o w n , w h i c h w i l l a c c o m ­

m o d a t e about e ight h u n d r e d p e o p l e ; the 

g o v e r n o r ' s h o u f e a n d of f ices ; a large ftore­

h o u f e , u n d e r w h i c h as w e l l as u n d e r the g o ­

v e r n o r ' s h o u f e a b r i c k ftore-cellar has been 

bui l t* , a large h o f p i t a l ; a n d f i x o r e ight o t h e r 

w o o d e n h o u f e s , of i ices, a n d l h o p s , o c c u p i e d 

b y t h e C o m p a n y ' s fervants ; the frames o f 

a l l t h e a b o v e m e n t i o n c d b u i l d i n g s w e r e fent 

o u t f r o m E n g l a n d . F o u r canvas houfes , o r 

r a t h e r r o o m s , have been alfo f u r r i i f h e d f r o m 

h e n c e , a n d o n e p u b l i c building has been 

e r e d e d 



eredted o f the c o m m o n mater ia l s o f the c o u n ­

t r y , b u t this is a l r e a d y g o i n g to decay as w e l l 

as the canvas houfes ; w h i l e a l l the o t h e r 

b u i l d i n g s , h a v i n g been erected w i t h care a n d 

f r a m e d o f w o o d p r e p a r e d i n E n g l a n d , appear 

l i k e l y to laft for f o m e years. 

T h e d w e l l i n g - h o u f e s o f the fettlers, w h i c h 

c o n f t i t u t c the c h i e f part o f the t o w n , w e r e at 

firft i n f e r i o r e v e n to the c o m m o n huts o f the 

nat ives , but are n o w far f u p e r i o r to t h e m i n 

e v e r y refpedt ; a f e w o f t h e m h a v e been re-^ 

p a i r e d a n d e n l a r g e d , but the greater par t 

h a v e been p u l l e d d o w n ( t h e i r g e n e r a l fc i te 

h a v i n g been c h a n g e d b y the g o v e r n m e n t ) , 

a n d are n o w c o m p l e t e l y r e b u i l t . I n d e e d t h e 

firft h u t s w e r e i n t e n d e d b y the N o v a Scot ians 

t o be o n l y t e m p o r a r y d w e l l i n g s , a n d w e r e 

m a d e w i t h v e r y l i t t le t r o u b l e o f the c o m m o n 

mater ia l s o f the c o u n t r y , c o n f i f t i n g m e r e l y o f 

a f e w pofts let i n t o the g r o u n d , the i n t e r v a l s 

b e t w e e n w h i c h w e r e t h e n w a t t l e d a n d p l a i f -

tered w i t h c l a y , a n d the t h a t c h i n g w a s o f 

l o n g g r a f s ; the l i z e o f thefe m a y have b e e n 

o n the average about e i g h t e e n feet b y t w e l v e , 

a n d the v a l u e o f t h e l a b o u r b e l l o w e d o n e a c h 

about f o r t y ( h i l l i n g s . 

T h e prefent houfes o f the fettlers are f o r m ­

e d , b o t h as to the fides a n d flooring ( for t h e y 

are a l l o f t h e m floored), o f fuitable t i m b e r 

c u t a n d f r a m e d i n the c o u n t r y , a n d t h e y are 

fecured f r o m d a m p b y b e i n g r a i l e d o n e o r 

t w o feet f r o m the g r o u n d b y means o f ftones 

o r b l o c k s o f w o o d : a n u m b e r o f t h e m are 
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a l r e a d y c o v e r e d w i t h e i ther boards o r fhingles* 

a n d i t is i n t e n d e d to f i n i l h t h e m a l l i n t h i s 

m a n n e r ; b u t the greater part are t h a t c h e d 

w i t h grafs f o r the prefent . O n l y a v e r y f e w 

o f t h e m h a v e c h i m n e y s , b u t i t is c o m m o n 

neverthe lc fs to b u r n a fire i n o n e o f the r o o m s 

d u r i n g the r a i n y fea fon, the f m o k e e i t h e r 

f i n d i n g its w a y t h r o u g h the t h a t c h i n g o r 

paf f ing out b y the d o o r a n d w i n d o w s . T h e 

prefent houfes arc i n g e n e r a l f r o m t w e n t y t o 

t h i r t y feet l o n g , a n d f r o m t w e l v e to f i fteen 

feet w i d e , a n d t h e y are i n m o i l cafes d i v i d e d 

i n t o t w o r o o m s . T h e average v a l u e o f t h e 

w h o l e l a b o u r b e l l o w e d o n e a c h , i n c l u d i n g the 

m a t e r i a l s , m a y be e f t imated at about t e n 

p o u n d s . 

O f the l a n d i m m e d i a t e l y a d j o i n i n g to the 

t o w n , care has been t a k e n to referve a p o r ­

t i o n to the C o m p a n y o n e v e r y fide. A l l 

t h i s re ferved l a n d , w i t h o u t i n c l u d i n g a n y o f 

the r e m o t e parts d i r e d l y f o u t h , o n w h i c h 

f ide t h e re ferved l a n d has n o other b o u n d a r y 

t h a n that p r c f e r i b e d i n the grant o f l a n d 

o r i g i n a l l y m a d e b y the n a t i v e s , m a y be c o m ­

p u t e d at about t w o h u n d r e d acres ; part o f 

w h i c h is the g r o u n d a l r e a d y f p o k e n o f that 

w a s i n t e n d e d f o r a c o t t o n p l a n t a t i o n , but is 

n o w o c c u p i e d b y the N o v a S c o t i a n s . O n l y 

a f m a l l p r o p o r t i o n o f thefe t w o h u n d r e d acres 

i s i n a d u a l c u l t i v a t i o n , b u t the w h o l e o f it is 

c leared . T h e heal thinefs o f t h e fet t lement 

has u n d o u b t e d l y been m u c h p r o m o t e d b y t h e 

e a r l y mcafures that w e r e t a k e n to c lear t h i s 

f u r r o u n d i n g 



( 7 i ) 

f u r r o u n d i n g di f tr i£t ; a n d the p r u d e n t r e f e r -

v a t i o n o f it that has been m a d e , m a y hereafter 

c o n d u c e to m a n y i m p o r t a n t ends, a n d i n 

p a r t i c u l a r it m a y afford the means o f e n l a r g ­

i n g the t o w n i f there f h o u l d be o c c a f i o n . 

T h e lots o f l a n d w h i c h h a v e been g i v e n to 

the N o v a Scot ians l ie t o w a r d s the fouth-eaft 

o f F r e e t o w n , a l l the w e f t e r n diftrict, b e i n g i n 

the poffef l ion o f the nat ives , a n d the f o u t h e r n 

fide b e i n g t h o u g h t t o o m o u n t a i n o u s a n d d i f f i ­

c u l t o f accefs to be ufed at prefent f o r c u l t i ­

v a t i o n . T h e neareff o f the lots is about a 

t h i r d o f a m i l e f r o m the t o w n , a n d the m o f t 

d i f tant about t w o m i l e s a n d a q u a r t e r ; t h e y 

o c c u p y i n a l l about four fquare m i l e s , o r t w o 

t h o u f a n d f ive h u n d r e d a n d h x t y acres, a n d 

t h e y are each o f t h e m n o w r e n d e r e d acccff i-

b l c b y a p a t h o f ten feet b r o a d , w h i c h has 

been cut w i t h great l a b o u r a n d e x p e n f e : o n l y 

a f e w lots h o w e v e r , w h i c h are f i tuated near 

the t o w n , have as yet been i n a n y m e a f u r e 

c leared o r c u l t i v a t e d . 

I n o r d e r to e x c i t e a f p i r i t o f e m u l a t i o n i n 

t i l l i n g t h e f o i l , p r e m i u m s w e r e g i v e n i n the 

hrf t y e a r b y the g o v e r n m e n t to the fettlers 

w h o ra i fed the greateft q u a n t i t y o f the f o l ­

l o w i n g art ic les , v i z . r i c e , y a m s , p l a n t a i n s , 

e d d o w s , cabbages, I n d i a n c o r n , a n d c o t t o n ; 

the wdrolc a m o u n t o f thefe p r e m i u m s w a s 

a b o u t o n e h u n d r e d p o u n d s . T h i s m e a f u r e 

appears to have h a d fo g o o d a n effect, that 

there is a n i n t e n t i o n o f r e p e a t i n g i t i n the 

f e c o n d feafon, m a k i n g a f e w v a r i a t i o n s i n the 
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m a n n e r o f e x e c u t i n g i t , w h i c h the e x p e r i e n c e 

o f the firft y e a r has fuggefted. 

C o n c e r n i n g the progrefs o f C u l t i v a t i o n 

a m o n g the nat ives , i t is h a r d l y to be e x p e c t e d 

that there is m u c h as yet to be r e p o r t e d to the 

C o u r t : i n d e e d the fize o f t h e i r p l a n t a t i o n s 

has c o m m o n l y v a r i e d fo e x c e e d i n g l y f r o m 

y e a r to y e a r , that a n y appearance o f i n c r e a f e d 

i n d u f t r y a m o n g t h e m , d u r i n g a f ingle feafon, 

o u g h t n o t too c o n f i d e n t l y to be a fcr ibed e i t h e r 

t o the n e w d e m a n d o c c a f i o n e d b y the c o l o ­

nifts o f S i e r r a L e o n e , o r to the C o m p a n y ' s 

i n f l u e n c e a n d e x a m p l e . T h e p r i c e o f r i c e , 

the c h i e f ar t ic le o f c u l t i v a t i o n o n the coaft , 

has been at f o m e t i m e s f o r t y ( h i l l i n g s p e r t o n , 

a n d at others n o lefs t h a n t w e n t y - f i v e or e v e n 

t h i r t y p o u n d s . T h i s v a r i a t i o n is o w i n g 

p a r t l y n o d o u b t to the dif ference i n the fea-

f o n s , b u t m a y r e a f o n a b l y be a f c r i b e d , i n a 

v e r y great degree, to the d i f f i c u l t y w h i c h t h e 

A f r i c a n s find i n f o r m i n g a n y p r o p e r c o m p u ­

t a t i o n o f the d e m a n d w h i c h is l i k e l y to ari fe 

f o r t h e i r p r o d u c e ; a p l e n t i f u l y e a r f o m e t i m e s 

b e t r a y i n g t h e m i n t o a genera l neglect: o f t h e i r 

p l a n t a t i o n s , a n d a fcarce y e a r f e l d o m f a i l i n g , 

o n the o t h e r h a n d , to p r o d u c e a fuperf luous 

c u l t i v a t i o n i n the y e a r i m m e d i a t e l y fucceed-* 

i n g , 

T h e e f tabl i fhment o f a c o m m e r c i a l f a c t o r y 

o n the coaft, w h o f e bufinefs i t m a y be t o 

f o r m r e g u l a r contracts w i t h t h e nat ives , as 

w e l l as to obferve the genera l e x t e n t o f t h e 

c u l t i v a t i o n , 



c u l t i v a t i o n , a n d to m a k e purchafes w i t h a 

v i e w to the e x p o r t a t i o n o f the f u r p l u s p r o d u c e , 

m a y t e n d p e r h a p s to e x c i t e a m o r e r e g u l a r 

i n d u f t r y , a n d to b r i n g about , t h o u g h at f irft 

( l o w l y a n d i m p e r c e p t i b l y , v e r y i m p o r t a n t 

a n d e x t e n f i v e c o n f l u e n c e s , 

C I V I L I Z A T I O N . 



C I V I L I Z A T I O N . 

U N D E R t h i s head o f the R e p o r t , 

the D i r e c t o r s w i l l i n t r o d u c e a c o n f i d e r a b l e 

b o d y o f i n f o r m a t i o n . T h e y w i l l fpeak firft 

o f the m o d e o f g o v e r n m e n t e x e r c i f e d i n the 

f e t t l e m e n t ; a n d t h e y w i l l t h e n g i v e the c h a ­

racter o f t h e fettlers ; t h e y w i l l a f terwards 

enter u p o n the genera l fubject o f C i v i l i z a t i o n ; 

i n d o i n g w h i c h t h e y w i l l defcribe the m i f e r -

able ftate to w h i c h it appears, f r o m the te f t i -

m o n i e s af forded at S i e r r a L e o n e , that the 

nat ives o f A f r i c a h a v e been r e d u c e d , t h r o u g h 

t h e i r i n t e r c o u r f c w i t h E u r o p e a n s ; a n d the 

D i r e c t o r s w i l l c o n c l u d e w i t h a n account o f 

t h e fteps w h i c h h a v e been t a k e n b y the 

S i e r r a L e o n e C o m p a n y t o i n t r o d u c e C h r i f t i -

a n i t y a n d C i v i l i z a t i o n a m o n g the A f r i c a n s , 

o f w h o f e c a p a c i t y a n d d i f p o f i t i o n to receive 

i n f t r u c t i o n fome v e r y fat is factory i n f o r m a t i o n 

w i l l be g i v e n . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s h a v e as y e t rece ived n o e x -

prefs p o w e r s f r o m p a r l i a m e n t f o r a d m i n i f t e r -

i n g the g o v e r n m e n t o f S i e r r a L e o n e : t h e y h a v e 

c o n i i d c r e d , as t h e y were b o u n d to d o , that 

the B r i t i f h c o n f t i t u t i o n , as far as i t is a p p l i ­

cable to the c i r c u m f t a n c e s o f the p lace , is o f 

courfe transferred t h i t h e r , a n d that the b l a c k s 

a n d 



a n d w h i t e s l i v i n g i n the c o l o n y h a v e a n e q u a l 

r i g h t to the p r i v i l e g e s o f B r i t i f h fubjects. 

T r i a l b y J u r y has been eftabli fhed, a n d the 

N o v a S c o t i a b l a c k s , t h o u g h poffefflng very-

l i t t l e k n o w l e d g e o f the B r i t i f h l a w s , h a v e 

a c t e d as j u r y m e n , o n e o f the C o m p a n y ' s 

c h i e f fervants a l w a y s p r e f i d i n g as the j u d g e . 

T h e p u n i f h m e n t s i n f l i c t e d h a v e been m i l d , 

c o n f i n i n g rather i n fines t h a n i n c o r p o r a l 

p u n i f h m e n t : the v e r d i c t s have been i n g e n e ­

r a l v e r y juff., a n d , o n the w h o l e , the N o v a 

Scot ians have ferved o n the j u r i e s i n a m a n ­

n e r that f u f E c i e n t l y proves the p r o p r i e t y a n d 

p r u d e n c e o f e x t e n d i n g to t h e m a p r i v i l e g e 

w h i c h t h e y fo m u c h va lue . It m a y be p r e -

i u m e d al fo , that the g r a d u a l a c q u a i n t a n c e 

w i t h the p r i n c i p l e s o f E n g l i f h l a w , w h i c h t h e 

IN o v a Scot ians g a i n i n the p e r i o d i c a l feffions 

o f the peace, m a y be o f ufe i n i m p r o v i n g 

t h e i r m i n d s , a n d m a y operate as a g e n e r a l 

h e l p t o w a r d s C i v i l i z a t i o n . 

T h e defence o f the c o l o n y f r o m e x t e r n a l 

enemies is n e c e f l a r i l y entruf tcd to the b o d y 

o f N o v a Scot ians alfo. T h e i r a r m s are 

a l w a y s r e a d y ; a n d t h o u g h t h e i r courage has 

n o t been p u t to a n y actual t r i a l , f ince t h e y 

c a m e to S i e r r a L e o n e , yet t h e i r a l a c r i t y i n 

c o m i n g f o r w a r d i n a m o m e n t o f f u p p o f e d 

d a n g e r , has been e x p e r i e n c e d o n m o r e t h a n 

one oeeafion. M o i l o f t h e m i n d e e d b o r e 

arms i n the A m e r i c a n w a r , a n d f o m e h a v e 

been pradt i fed i n f i r i n g the g u n s , w h i c h h a v e 

been m o u n t e d f o r the c o l o n y ' s defence. 

In 



in o r d e r to i n t r o d u c e a f y f l c m o f i n t e r n a l 

p o l i c e , e v e r y ten h o u f e h o l d c r s have been i n -

ftru&ed to chufe a n n u a l l y a t i t h i n g - m a n , a n d 

e v e r y ten t i t h i n g - m e n a h u n d r e d o r ; the l a l l 

m e n t i o n e d o f w h o m arc three i n n u m b e r , 

there b e i n g about three h u n d r e d h o u f e h o k l e r s 

i n the c o l o n y . T h e h u n d r e d o r s are c o n f u l t e d 

b y the G o v e r n o r a n d C o u n c i l , o n f u c h o c -

cafions as c o n c e r n the genera l intcrct ts o f t h e 

N o v a Scot ians . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s are c o n v i n c e d , that i n p r o ­

c e e d i n g to f o r m a n y plans o f g o v e r n m e n t , i t 

w i l l be n e c e i l a r y to c o n l i d e r the itate o f m i n d 

o f thofe w h o are to be g o v e r n e d , a n d a va^ 

r i e t y o f l o c a l c i r c u m f t a n c e s . T h e y have h i ­

t h e r t o a d v i f e d the G o v e r n o r a n d C o u n c i l t o 

p r o c e e d g r a d u a l l y , t a k i n g e x p e r i e n c e as m u c h 

as p o l l i b l e f o r t h e i r g u i d e , a n d e n d e a v o u r i n g 

t o a p p l y a r e m e d y to e v e r y e v i l as i t arofe , 

ra ther t h a n to f o r m at once a n y c o n i i d c r a b l e 

code o f n e w l o c a l i n f t i t u t i o n s . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s w i f h to obferve , that i n t h u s 

t o u c h i n g b r i e f l y o n the p o i n t o f g o v e r n m e n t , 

t h e y have t h o u g h t it fufficient to ftate the 

genera l p r i n c i p l e s w h i c h have been a i l u m e d , 

a n d the m a n n e r o f t r y i n g offences a n d p r o ­

v i d i n g f o r the defence a n d p o l i c e o f t h e c o ­

l o n y , w h i c h has been reforted to u p to t h i s 

p e r i o d : t h e y d o n o t w i f h at prefent to offer 

a n y o p i n i o n o n thofe meafures, w h i c h it m a y 

be p r o p e r to g i v e hereafter to th is i m p o r t a n t 

fubject, 
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I n p r o c e e d i n g t o fpeak o f the ftate o f R c l i * 

g i o n a n d M o r a l s w i t h i n the fe t t lement , it is 

o n l y d o i n g ju f t iee to the C o m p a n y ' s fervants , 

i n the firft p lace , t o r e m a r k , that t h e i r c o n ­

d u c t i n g e n e r a l has been f o b c i , m o r a l , a n d 

e x e m p l a r y ; a n d that the f u p e r i o r fervants 

e f p e c i a l l y , i n w h o m the c h i e f p o w e r is v e i l e d , 

a p p e a r to h a v e p r o m o t e d the caufe o f C h r i f -

t i a n i t y a n d the p r a c t i c e o f e v e r y m o r a l d u t y , 

b o t h b y the m a n n e r i n w h i c h t h e y have e x c r -

c i t e d the p u b l i c truft c o m m i t t e d to t h e m , a n d 

b y t h e i r p r i v a t e i n f l u e n c e a n d e x a m p l e . O n 

the fubjedt o f the labors o f t h e c l e r g y m e n 

w h o w e n t out f r o m E n g l a n d , the D i r e c t o r s 

t h i n k it t h e i r d u t y to obferve , that the c o l o n y 

has d e r i v e d Cervices h i g h l y i m p o r t a n t , i n e v e r y 

v i e w , f r o m t h e , g e n t l e m e n w h o f i l l ed this par t 

o f t h e i r e f t a b l i l h m e n t . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s i n f p e a k i n g fo f a v o u r a b l y as 

t h e y h a v e d o n e o f the genera l m o r a l s o f t h e i r 

o w n fervants , muft o f c o u r l e be u n d e r f t o o d 

to e x c e p t al l thofe o f w h o m a n y t h i n g that 

i m p l i e s a c o n t r a r y character has been m e n ­

t i o n e d i n a n y part o f th is report ; a n d t h e y 

m u f t alfo m a k e an e x c e p t i o n o f a f e w others 

w h o have not been i n d i v i d u a l l y n o t i c e d . T h e 

perfons i n w h o m t h e y have been the m o l t 

d i f a p p o i n t c d , have been the l o w e r overfeers, 

o f w h o m it was di f f icult to get a n y t h o r o u g h 

k n o w l e d g e at the t i m e o f e n g a g i n g t h e m , o n 

account o f t h e i r h a v i n g r e l i d e d i n the W e f t 

I n d i e s : o f the feveral i n d i v i d u a l s o f th is clafs 

that o r i g i n a l l y w e n t o u t , n o n e are n o w r e ­

m a i n i n g 



m a i n i n g i n the c o l o n y . T h e C o u r t w i l l not 

w o n d e r , i f i n fpkt o f a l l the care t a k e n i n 

the c h o i c e o f the p e r l o n s fent to S i e r r a L e o n e , 

a f e w inftanccs f h o u l d have o c c u r r e d e v e n o f 

n o t o r i o u s i m m o r a l i t y a m o n g fo c o n i i d c r a b l e a 

n u m b e r . T h e D i r e c t o r s , h o w e v e r , h a v e reafon 

t o t h i n k , that the p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e i r r e g u l a r 

fervants , w h o c a n be j u i t l y c h a r g e d w i t h a n y 

t h i n g d i r e c t l y l i c e n t i o u s a n d i m m o r a l , w i l l be 

f o u n d to have been v e r y f m a l l o n the w h o l e : 

a n d t h e y h a v e the fat isfact ion o f f a y i n g , that 

a. c o n i i d c r a b l e d e c e n c y o f m a n n e r s , a n d a n 

u n w i l l i n g n e f s to difgrace the caufe i n w h i c h 

t h e y are e n g a g e d , appears at t h i s t i m e to p r c -

vade t h e i r e f tabl i fhment . 

O f the character o f the N o v a S c o t i a b l a c k s , 

w h o m a y be fa id to conft i tute the c o l o n y , 

the D i r e c t o r s p r o p o f e t o g i v e a v e r y f u l l 

d e s c r i p t i o n . S o m e degree o f j u d g m e n t m a y 

be f o r m e d c o n c e r n i n g the ftate o f m o r a l s 

a m o n g t h e m , b y a d v e r t i n g to the offences 

w h i c h have been b r o u g h t to v i e w at the 

p e r i o d i c a l i c f l ions o f the peace. T h e h i g h e i l 

c r i m e s f o r w h i c h a n y p r o f e c u t i o n s have y e t 

t a k e n p lace , have been a d u l t e r y a n d p e t t y 

t h e f t ; a n d m o r e t h a n one c o n v i c t i o n f o r the 

f o r m e r o f thefe has o c c u r r e d . F r o m that clafs 

o f v ices w h i c h comes lefs u n d e r the c o g n i ­

zance o f a p u b l i c c o u r t , the N o v a S c o t i a n s 

are i n fome refpects r e m a r k a b l y free ; m a r ­

r iage is e x t r e m e l y general a m o n g t h e m , a n d 

a l l thofe evi ls w h i c h m o r e p a r t i c u l a r l y rc fu l t 
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f r o m its b e i n g i n d i f u f e , are therefore i n a 

great meafure a v o i d e d : d r u n k e n n e f s is b y n o 

means c o m m o n : f w e a r i n g is h a r d l y e v e r 

h e a r d : t h e i r a t t e n t i o n to the fabbath is a l fo 

g r e a t ; t h e y o n that d a y abftain e n t i r e l y f r o m 

w o r k , dre ls t h e m l e l v e s i n v e r y g o o d ( a n d 

f o m e o f t h e m e v e n i n v e r y g a y ) a t t i r e , a n d 

repair together w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n to c h u r c h , 

w h e r e t h e i r d e p o r t m e n t d u r i n g the f e r v i c e , 

a n d t h e i r w h o l e appearance are r e p r c f e n t c d t o 

be f u c h as t o f o r m a v e r y ftriking fpectacle. 

Tt w i l l appear f r o m the above genera l d e -

f c r i p t i o n , that the N o v a S c o t i a n s are e v i d e n t l y 

f u p e r i o r to the g e n e r a l i t y o f people o f t h e 

fame o r d e r i n this c o u n t r y , i n refpect t o that 

p a r t i c u l a r clais o f m o r a l s w h i c h has been 

treated o f ; but th is is c e r t a i n l y the m o ft f a ­

v o u r a b l e w a y o f v i e w i n g t h e m . It w i l l be 

n e c e l f a r y , i n o r d e r to g i v e a juft idea o f t h e i r 

w h o l e character , to enter ra ther l a r g e l y i n t o 

f o m e o t h e r p o i n t s : a n d l ir f t it m a y be p r o p e r 

to take n o t i c e o f t h e i r r e l i g i o n , a n d t h e n t o 

d w e l l o n l o m e of the p e c u l i a r d i f p o f i t i o n s a n d 

pre judices o f t h e i r m i n d s , e fpec ia l ly as t h e y 

m a y refpect the C o m p a n y : after w h i c h a 

re trofpedt ive v i e w w i l l be t a k e n o f t h e i r p a l l 

c i r c u m f t a n c e s a n d c o n d i t i o n . 

O n the firft o f thefe heads it m a y be o b -

f e r v e d , that the N o v a Scot ians are not o n l y 

p u n c t u a l , as has been a l r e a d y ftated, at t h e i r 

w o r i h i p , but that m a n y o f t h e m p r o f e l s a l fo 

i n o ther r e f p e d s m u c h r e g a r d to r e l i g i o n . It 

is 
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i s n a t u r a l h o w e v e r to i m a g i n e , that a m o n g 

f u c h a b o d y o f m e n , a lmoft a l l o f t h e m c l a i m ­

i n g to be t h o u g h t C h r i f t i a n s , there w i l l be 

f o m e w h o h a v e i m b i b e d v e r y inadequate o r 

e n t h u i i a f t i c n o t i o n s o f C h r i f t i a n i t y ; a f e w 

p e r h a p s w h o fet u p h y p o c r i t i c a l p r e t e n f i o n s 

t o i t ; w h i l e there m a y be m a n y others w h o , 

n o t w i t h f t a n d i n g f o m e defect" i n t h e i r r e l i g i o u s 

k n o w l e d g e , m a y be confi f tent a n d fmcere 

C h r i f t i a n s . T h e r e are l i v e o r f i x b l a c k 

preachers a m o n g t h e m , r a i l e d u p f r o m t h e i r 

o w n b o d y , w h o are n o t w i t h o u t a c o n f i d e r -

able i n f l u e n c e ; a n d it f n p p o f e d that the d i f -

c i p l i n e w h i c h t h e y preferve i n t h e i r l i t t le 

c o n g r e g a t i o n s , has c o n t r i b u t e d m a t e r i a l l y to 

t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f the g e n e r a l m o r a l s w h i c h 

h a v e been f p o k e n of. 

T h e d u e r e g u l a t i o n a n d c o m m a n d o f t h e i r 

t e m p e r s , is o n e o f thofe p o i n t s i n w h i c h the 

D i r e c t o r s m u f t ftate that the N o v a S c o t i a n s 

are ( m a n y o f t h e m at leaft) m o ft e m i n e n t l y 

f o u n d to f a i l . T h e y h a v e appeared i n m a n y 

inf tances r e m a r k a b l y r a f h a n d haf ty i n t h e i r 

j u d g m e n t s , a n d v e h e m e n t i n a l l the d i f p o f i -

t i o n s o f t h e i r m i n d . T h e v i o l e n c e w h i c h 

o c c a f i o n a l l y b r o k e o u t at a n e a r l y p e r i o d o f 

the f e t t l e m e n t , w a s f u c h as to g i v e fer ious 

a n x i e t y to the g o v e r n m e n t ; i t f h e w e d i t f e l f 

i n v e h e m e n t d e c l a m a t i o n s m a d e f o m e t i m e s 

i n the p u b l i c ftreets, a n d i n m a r k e d e x p r e f -

l i o n s o f c o n t u m e l y r u d e l y a n d p u b l i c l y u t ­

t e r e d againft the C o m p a n y ' s c h i e f fervants . 

S o m e f y m p t o m s o f a m b i t i o n appeared a b o u t 



the fame t i m e i n o n e o r t w o i n d i v i d u a l s , 

w h o h a d a c q u i r e d a t e m p o r a r y p o p u l a r i t y i n 

t h e c o l o n y . T h e e x t r e m e v i o l e n c e w h i c h 

has been f p o k e n o f was o r d i n a r i l y c o n f i n e d 

to a v e r y f e w , but f o m e degree o f i t o c c a i i -

o n a l l y e x t e n d e d i t fe l f to a greater n u m b e r , a n d 

the m o r e f o r w a r d arid a f f u m i n g i n d i v i d u a l s 

t h e n g r e w eager to dictate i n the n a m e o f the 

W h o l e b o d y . T h i s t u r b u l e n c e m u f t c e r t a i n l y be 

m e n t i o n e d as one o f the c h i e f c i r c u m f t a n c e s 

o f d i f c r e d i t to the character o f the i n f a n t 

fet t lement . A l t h o u g h the D i r e c t o r s truft that 

fo m i f c h i e v o u s a fpir i t has n o w c o n l i d e r a b l y 

f u b f i d e d , t h e y h a v e nevertheless t h o u g h t i t 

p r o p e r to f e n d o u t o r d e r s , that i f there m o u l d 

ftill be a n y i n d i v i d u a l s w h o perfift i n c o m ­

p l a i n i n g againft the g o v e r n m e n t , t h e y f h o u l d 

be def ired to a v a i l themfe lves o f a n o p p o r t u ­

n i t y w h i c h w i l l be afforded t h e m o f r e t u r n i n g 

b a c k t o N o v a S c o t i a . 

T h e unreafonablenefs o f m a n y o f the fet­

tlers i n e f t i m a t i n g t h e i r o w n m e r i t s , a n d t h e i r 

v e r y inadequate fenfe o f thofe o b l i g a t i o n s 

w h i c h h a v e been c o n f e r r e d o n t h e m b y the 

C o m p a n y , m u f t be ftated as a n o t h e r m a t e ­

r i a l c i r c u m f t a n c e to the p r e j u d i c e o f feveral 

o f t h e i r characters . A l l th is is c o m b i n e d i n ­

deed w i t h the falfe a n d abfurd n o t i o n s , W h i c h 

the m o r e f o r w a r d a m o n g t h e m have i m b i b e d , 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r r i g h t s as f r e e m e n , a n d the 

w h o l e nature o f t h e i r c l a i m s o n the C o m p a n y . 

W h e n the G o v e r n o r a n d C o u n c i l t h o u g h t 

p r o p e r to d i f m i f s o n e o f the N o v a Scot ians 
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f r o m h i s w o r k , o n a c c o u n t o f d i f r e f p c & f u l 

c o n d u c t t o w a r d s his f u p c r i o r s , a n u m b e r o f 

h i s c o m r a d e s m a d e a f o r m a l a p p l i c a t i o n t o 

h a v e i t eftabl i fhed as a l a w , that n o N o v a 

S c o t i a l a b o u r e r s w o r k i n g u n d e r the C o m p a n y 

i h o u l d ever be t u r n e d o f f i n f u t u r e , u n l e f s 

after a v e r d i c t g i v e n t o that p u r p o f e b y a 

j u r y o f h i s peers. W h e n the d i f p u t e e n d e d 

c o n c e r n i n g the q u a n t i t y o f t h e C o m p a n y ' s 

o w n l a n d to be re ferved near the m o r e f o r 

p u b l i c ufes , f o m e o f t h e N o v a S c o t i a n s i n 

a l l o w i n g at l e n g t h that a c e r t a i n p o r t i o n o f i t 

f h o u l d be fo r e f e r v e d , c o n c e d e d the p o i n t b y 

f a y i n g , that t h e y w o u l d oblige t h e C o m p a n y 

w i t h the piece o f l a n d i n q u e f l i o n . T h e 

c l a i m s w h i c h t h e y fet u p f o r a n increafe o f 

w a g e s , a n d f o r a r e d u c t i o n i n the p r i c e o f 

art ic les f o l d at t h e C o m p a n y ' s ftore-houfe, 

h a v e been a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d t o the c o u r t , 

a n d t h e i r unrcafonablenefs has i n n o i n f t a n c c 

appeared m o r e ftrongly t h a n i n thefe a p p l i ­

c a t i o n s j f o r t h e i r w a g e s , at t h e t i m e o f t h e i r 

c o m p l a i n t , w e r e n o lefs t h a n t w o m i l l i n g s 

a n d f i x - p e n c e a d a y ; a n d the p r i c e o f the 

g o o d s f o l d to t h e m was o n l y f u c h as to af ford 

a c lear p r o f i t , (after p a y i n g f r e i g h t , interef t 

o f m o n e y , as w e l l as p r i m e coft a n d a l l o t h e r 

charges) o f about t e n p e r cent to the C o m ­

p a n y . It is w o r t h y o f r e m a r k a l f o , that t h e y 

u f u a l l y prefer b o t h the above m e n t i o n e d a n d 

a l l t h e i r o t h e r c l a i m s , t h o u g h matters o f b a r ­

g a i n b e t w e e n the t w o c o n t r a c t i n g p a r t i e s , 

e m p h a t i c a l l y i n t h e i r c h a r a c t e r o f f r e e m e n . 

I f 



I f a n a d d i t i o n a l f i x - p e n c e be n o t a d d e d to t h e i r 

w a g e s , t h e y declare that t h e y m a i l t h e n c o n ­

ce ive themfe lves t o be treated as flaves. I f 

t h e g o v e r n o r be n o t d i f m i l f e d f o r h a v i n g o r ­

d e r e d w a t e r to be m i x e d w i t h t h e r u m , be fore 

i t w a s e x p o f e d to fale ( w h i c h i t has p r o v e d 

o n e n q u i r y that h e d i d w i t h n o o t h e r p u r -

p o f e , t h a n that o f b r i n g i n g i t t o t h e f a i r a n d 

p r o p e r p r o o f ) , i t is i n t i m a t e d i n l i k e m a n n e r 

t h a t t h e w h o l e c o l o n y is a b o u t t o be r e d u c e d 

t o flavery. U n d o u b t e d l y thefe e x p r e f l l o n s 

are u f e d o f t e n i n haf te , are f o m e t i m e s a l fo 

r e t r a c t e d , a n d i n w h a t e v e r n a m e t h e y m a y 

b e u r g e d , f h o u l d n e v e r be c h a r g e d o n t h e 

w h o l e b o d y . T h e y af ford a f p e c i m e n h o w ­

e v e r o f t h e fort o f r e a f o n i n g s w i t h w h i c h t h e 

g o v e r n m e n t a b r o a d has f r e q u e n t l y h a d t o 

c o m b a t , a n d t h e y m a y t e n d to f h e w t h e p r o ­

p r i e t y o f the l i n e o f c o n d u c t a d o p t e d b y t h e 

D i r e c t o r s , w h i c h has b e e n that o f e n d e a v o u r ­

i n g to c o m p o f e t h e m i n d s o f t h e c o l o n i f t s , 

b y g i v i n g a f a v o u r a b l e i m p r e f l i o n o f t h e 

C o m p a n y ' s g e n e r a l d i f p o f i t i o n t o w a r d s t h e m , 

r a t h e r t h a n a t t e m p t i n g to fatisfy t h e m b y r e * 

i terated a n d u n r e a f o n a b l e concef f ions . T h e 

fubftance o f t h e i r c o m p l a i n t s , i f t h e y c o u l d 

be m a d e g o o d , w o u l d a m o u n t i n effect t o 

t h i s ; that the C o m p a n y g a i n t o o m u c h m o n e y 

b y t h e i r d e a l i n g s w i t h the fettlers, a n d are 

p r o f i t i n g to a n u n r e a f o n a b l e degree at t h e i r 

e x p e n f e ; f o r a l l the p o i n t s i n d i f p u t e h a v e 

been r e q u i r e d b y t h e m to be fett led i n f o m e 

w a y that w o u l d t u r n o u t m o r e f a v o u r a b l y t o 
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t h e N o v a S c o t i a n s , a n d m o r e u n f a v o u r a b l y 

t o the f inances o f the C o m p a n y . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s h a v e ftated i n the f o r e g o i n g 

a c c o u n t , that out o f about t w o h u n d r e d a n d 

f o r t y t h o u f a n d p o u n d s c a p i t a l , above e i g h t y 

t h o u f a n d p o u n d s h a v e b e e n a l r e a d y fpent i n 

e f t a b l i m i n g t h e c o l o n y ; a n d , i f the dead 

f l o c k be i n c l u d e d (as t h e greater part o f i t 

m a y ) , above o n e h u n d r e d t h o u f a n d p o u n d s . 

I f the C o m p a n y h a d p r o c e e d e d e n t i r e l y o n 

thofe interef ted v i e w s w h i c h f o m e o f t h e 

N o v a Scotians h a v e b e e n r e a d y to afcribe t o 

t h e m , a n d h a d m e r e l y eftabl i fhed a f a c t o r y 

f o r t h e i r t r a d e , the e x p e n d i t u r e o f a f o u r t h 

o r a fifth part o f t h i s f u m w o u l d p r o b a b l y 

h a v e b e e n f u f f i c i e n t ; a n d c o n f e q u e n t l y about 

e i g h t y t h o u f a n d p o u n d s ( n o t t o m e n t i o n t h e 

e x p e n f e p a i d b y g o v e r n m e n t i n t r a n f p o r t i n g 

t h e N o v a Scot ians) m i g h t h a v e been f a v e d . 

T h e bare ftatement o f thefe facts fu f f i c ient ly 

p r o v e s the unreafonablenefs o f thofe N o v a 

S c o t i a n s , w h o are a l w a y s c o m p l a i n i n g o f the 

i l l i b e r a l i t y o f the C o m p a n y . It is t rue t h a t 

advantages p o f f i b l y e v e n o u t w e i g h i n g a l l t h i s 

e x p e n f e , h a v e a c c r u e d t o the C o m p a n y f r o m 

t h e i r m i g r a t i o n to S i e r r a L e o n e . T h e f e h o w ­

e v e r h a v e b e e n advantages not g a i n e d b y t h a 

C o m p a n y as traders l o o k i n g t o t h e i r o w n 

p r o f i t , b u t as f o u n d e r s o f the S i e r r a L e o n e 

C o m p a n y , f o r the firm c f tab l i fhment o f w h i c h 

t h e y m a y r e c k o n themfe lves c h i e f l y i n d e b t e d 

t o the N o v a Scot ians . T h i s f u m o f e i g h t y 

t h o u f a n d p o u n d s , ( w h i c h is a t h i r d part o f 

the 



t h e C o m p a n y ' s w h o l e capi ta l ) has there fore 

been the p r i c e p a i d f o r the c i v i l i z a t i o n that is 

n o w b e g u n i n A f r i c a : i t has been facr i f i ced 

to that caufe, w h i c h the S i e r r a L e o n e C o m ­

p a n y have c o n f i d e r e d as t h e i r o w n , t h e caufe 

o f C h r i f t i a n i t y a n d F r e e d o m a n d C i v i l i z a t i o n 

a m o n g the race o f A f r i c a n s ; to the caufe 

m o r e p a r t i c u l a r l y o f thefe N o v a S c o t i a n s 

themfelves a n d t h e i r p o f f e r i t y . 

T h e j e a l o u f y a n d f u f p i c i o n f h e w n b y m a n y 

o f the N o v a S c o t i a n s , e fpecia l ly i n t h e i r i n -

t c r c o u r f e w i t h w h i t e s , is a n o t h e r c i r c u m f f a n c e 

that m u f t be m e n t i o n e d i n f o m e degree t o 

t h e i r p r e j u d i c e . T h e y h a v e a l l profeffed i n ­

deed to e n t e r t a i n the m o f t f a v o u r a b l e o p i n i o n 

o f the i n t e n t i o n s a n d p r i n c i p l e s o f the D i ­

r e c t o r s , w h o therefore h o p e that t h e y w i l l 

be d i f p o f e d to a r e a d y acquiefcence i n t h e 

dec i f ions o f the C o u r t , w h e n e v e r they may­

be m a d e k n o w n to t h e m . F e w h o w e v e r o f 

the fervants fent o u t h a v e efcaped t h e i r f l iare 

o f h a r f h a n d u n r e a f o n a b l e f u f p i c i o n ; b u t 

t h o u g h th is u n p l e a f a n t d i f p o f i t i o n m u f t be 

m e n t i o n e d , as f o r m i n g o n e m a t e r i a l feature 

i n the character o f the fettlers, y e t great 

a l l o w a n c e f o r it w i l l u n d o u b t e d l y be m a d e , 

i f d u e c o n f i d e r a t i o n be h a d o f the various, 

fuf fer ings w h i c h f o m e o f t h e m have u n d e r ­

g o n e , a n d the v e r y u n e q u a l meafure o f 

j u f t i c e w h i c h t h e y h a v e f o r m e r l y r e c e i v e d , 

a n d are n o w h a b i t u a t e d to e x p e c t , at the 

b a n d o f w h i t e s . 

f 3 I a 



In e f t i m a t i n g i n d e e d t h e w h o l e c h a r a c t e r 

that has b e e n g i v e n o f t h e N o v a S c o t i a n s , 

t h e p e c u l i a r c i r c u m f t a n c e s o f t h e i r paft l i v e s 

o u g h t n o t t o be f o r g o t t e n , a n d th is therefore 

i s a fubject to w h i c h it is m a t e r i a l t o d r a w 

f o r a w h i l e t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e C o u r t . 

I t m o u l d be r e m e m b e r e d that the m e n 

w h o m t h e D i r e c t o r s h a v e b e e n d e f c r i b i n g , 

w e r e a l l o f t h e m at o n e t i m e flaves; that in 

that p e r i o d o f t h e i r l i v e s , w h e n t h e y w e r e 

a b r i d g e d o f t h e i r l i b e r t y , t h e y p r o b a b l y , l i k e 

o thers i n t h e i r c o n d i t i o n , w e r e b u t l i t t l e 

r e f t r a i n e d in refpect to m a n y b r a n c h e s o f 

m o r a l s , that m a r r i a g e w a s n o t t h e n i n f t i t u t e d 

a m o n g t h e m , that the w a n t o f p a r e n t a l care 

a n d i n f t r u c t i o n w a s not at a l l f u p p l i e d b y 

a n y i n f t i t u t i o n o f f c h o o l s , a n d that n o o n e , 

i n f h o r t , t h e n c o n f i d e r e d i t as h is d u t y to i n ­

culcate a n y k i n d o f r e l i g i o u s o r m o r a l p r i n c i ­

ples a m o n g t h e m . I t i h o u l d be c o n f i d e r e d 

a l f o , h o w m u c h t h e y m u f t , at the fame t i m e , 

h a v e been d e g r a d e d i n refpect to the facul t ies 

o f t h e i r m i n d s , h o w f m a l l t h e i r o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

o f k n o w l e d g e w e r e , h o w l i t t l e i n d u c e m e n t 

t h e y h a d to c u l t i v a t e t h e i r ta lents , o r t o e x e r t 

t h e i r u n d e r f t a n d i n g s . T h e y felt u n d o u b t e d l y 

a ftrong fenfe o f the p e c u l i a r h a r d f h i p s u n d e r 

w h i c h t h e y l a b o u r e d , b u t i t is p r o b a b l e t h e y 

w e r e l i t t le a c q u a i n t e d w i t h the t r u e n a t u r e o f 

c i v i l r i g h t s , o r a c c u f t o m e d to t h i n k a c c u r a t e l y 

a b o u t t h e m : o n the c o n t r a r y , t h e y m a y v e r y 

n a t u r a l l y be f u p p o f e d to h a v e o f ten c o n f o u n d ­

ed the u n a v o i d a b l e h a r d f h i p s o f l i f e , a n d t h e 
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p u n i m m e n t s n e e d f u l i n f o c i e t y , w i t h a l l thofe 

o t h e r i l ls w h i c h a p r i n c i p l e o f a r b i t r a r y p o w e r 

i m p o f e s , a n d w h i c h it c a n f i g n i f y l i t t le to 

thofe w h o are i n v o l v e d i n a ftate o f hopelefs 

c a p t i v i t y p a r t i c u l a r l y to d i f c r i m i n a t e . It is 

t o f o m e w a n t o f d i f c r i m i n a t i o n a n d r e m a i n i n g 

i g n o r a n c e i n this refpect , that m u c h o f that 

nnreafonablenefs o f the N o v a Scot ians w h i c h 

has been d e f c r i b e d , a n d that f o m e of the a b -

furdeft o f thofe p a r t i c u l a r c l a i m s w h i c h h a v e 

been f p e c i f i c d , m a y o b v i o u f l y be t r a c e d , a n d 

n o t to a n y o r i g i n a l fault i n t h e i r m o r a l c h a ­

racter m o r e t h a n i n that o f o ther m e n , n o r 

t o a n y n a t u r a l i n f e r i o r i t y i n t h e i r u n d e r s t a n d ­

i n g . A n d w h e n it is c o n f i d e r e d h o w of ten 

t h e advocates f o r a f y f t e m o f f e r v i t u d e h a v e , 

o n t h e i r p a r t , c o n f o u n d e d b o t h f lavery i t f e l f 

a n d a l l the e n o r m i t i e s a t t e n d i n g i t , w i t h the 

neceffary ev i ls o f h u m a n l i f e , a n d the i n f t i -

t u t i o n s that are requi f i te i n c i v i l f o c i e t y , i t 

f u r e l y need n o t e x c i t e furpr i fe i f e m a n c i p a t e d 

flaves f h o u l d be fubject to a l i k e c o n f u f i o n o f 

ideas , a n d f h o u l d f e e m , i n the fame m a n n e r , 

to l a b o u r u n d e r f o m e dulnefs a n d i n a c c u r a c y 

of u n d e r s t a n d i n g , w h e n a c t i n g u n d e r the bias 

of fe l f - intercft , 

It feems p r o p e r to o b f e r v e , i n a d d i t i o n t o 

w h a t has b e e n a l r e a d y f a i d o n the o r i g i n a l 

c o n d i t i o n o f t h e N o v a S c o t i a n s , that the D i ­

r e c t o r s are n o t w i t h o u t r e a f o n f o r f u p p o f i n g 

t h e ftate o f t h e i r f e r v i t u d e to h a v e b e e n m o r e 

h a r f h t h a n the A m e r i c a n f e r v i t u d e is i n g e n e ­

r a l j for i t fhould! be n o t i c e d , that t h e y f o r m 
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a p o r t i o n o f thofe flaves w h o , d u r i n g the 

A m e r i c a n w a r , r a n a w a y f r o m t h e i r matters 

a n d t o o k refuge i n the k i n g ' s a r m y ; w h i c h 

i t feems n a t u r a l to i m a g i n e that thofe w o u l d 

i n genera l be the m o ft d i f p o f e d to d o , w h o f e 

i i t u a t i p n was the moft h a r d a n d u n c o m f o r t ­

able. I n d e e d i f th is p r e f u m p t i o n o f t h e i r i l l 

t r e a t m e n t , a r i f m g f r o m the m a n n e r o f t h e i r 

e m a n c i p a t i o n ( w h i c h is increafed b y the acT 

c o u n t that a f e w o f t h e m recite o f t h e i r e x ­

t r a o r d i n a r y f u f t c r i n g s ) , f h o u l d be t h o u g h t u n ­

f a i r , a n d f h o u l d appear to derogate t o o m u c h 

f r o m the f u p p o f e d m i l d n e f s a n d h u m a n i t y o f 

A m e r i c a n m a i l e r s , i t feems t h e n to f o l l o w , 

o n the other h a n d , that t h e y w e r e thofe flaves 

w h o w e r e the leaft fenfible o f the m i l d treat­

m e n t t h e y r e c e i v e d , w h o w e r e the leaft at­

tached to the perfons o f t h e i r mafters, a n d 

t h e moft p r o n e to be d i f c o n t e n t c d w i t h t h e i r 

c o n d i t i o n . O n e i ther o f thefe f u p p o f i t i o n s , 

t h e N o v a Scot ians m a y be fa id to f u r n i f h a 

lefs f a v o u r a b l e f p e c i m e n o f the character to 

be e x p e c t e d i n e m a n c i p a t e d flaves, t h a n m a y 

be c o m m o n l y h o p e d f o r i n o t h e r cafes. It-

c a n h a r d l y be necclTary to obferve , h o w 

e x t r e m e l y u n f a v o u r a b l e the c i r c u m f t a n c e s 

t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e y have p a l l e d i n t o a ftate 

o f f r e e d o m w i l l appear , i f t h e i r cafe f h o u l d 

be c o m p a r e d w i t h that o f f laves, w h o m i g h t 

be e m a n c i p a t e d o n a p r u d e n t p r i n c i p l e o f 

d i f c r i m i n a t i o n ; to w h o m l i b e r t y h a v i n g been 

firft h e l d out i n p r o f p e c t , i n o r d e r to prepare 

t h e m f o r i t , m i g h t be g r a n t e d after a certa in 
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p e r i o d o f f e r v i c e , as the profeffed r e w a r d o f 

i n d u f t r y a n d m e r i t ; o r m i g h t perhaps be 

c o m m u n i c a t e d b y degrees, as l o c a l o r o t h e r 

c i r c u m f t a n c c s m i g h t m a k e advi feable , p r i v i ­

lege after p r i v i l e g e b e i n g a d d e d , i n p r o ­

p o r t i o n as t h e i r d i l i g e n c e m o u l d a d v a n c e , as 

t h e i r p r o p e r t y f h o u l d a c c u m u l a t e , a n d t h e i r 

p e r f o n a l intereft i n the m a i n t e n a n c e a n d w e l l -

b e i n g o f f o c i e t y f h o u l d increafe. 

B u t to re fume the fubject. w h i c h o c c a f i o n e d 

t h i s Abort d i g r c f l i o n — t h e N o v a S c o t i a b l a c k s 

h a v i n g been b o r n i n N o r t h A m e r i c a o f A f r i c a n 

parents o r p r o g e n i t o r s (a f e w o n l y e x c e p t e d 

w h o w e r e i m p o r t e d A f r i c a n s , a n d w e r e c h i e f l y 

k i d n a p p e d as t h e y fay i n t h e i r i n f a n c y ) , h a v ­

i n g p a l l e d the p r i n c i p a l part o f t h e i r l ives i n 

a hate o f l l a v c r y that was p r o b a b l y w o r f e t h a n 

o r d i n a r y , a n d h a v i n g t h e n e m a n c i p a t e d t h e m ­

felves i n the m a n n e r that has been m e n t i o n e d , 

t h e y f u l f i l l e d o n t h e i r part the c o n d i t i o n s r e ­

q u i r e d o f t h e m i n the p r o c l a m a t i o n s i i fued b y 

t h e B r i t i f h c o m m a n d e r s , h a v i n g been o f t h e 

n u m b e r o f loyal i f ts w h o j o i n e d the ftandard 

o f G r e a t B r i t a i n . W h a t e v e r e d u c a t i o n o r i n -

f l r u c l i o n a n y o f t h e m h a v e r e c e i v e d , appears 

t o h a v e been c h i e f l y got fince the a r a o f t h e i r 

e m a n c i p a t i o n . A f e w o f t h e m w i t h a part o f 

t h e i r earnings p u t themfe lves to f e h o o l , w i t h 

t h e v i e w e i t h e r o f i n c r e a f i n g t h e i r r e l i g i o u s 

k n o w l e d g e , o r o f l a y i n g the g r o u n d f o r f o m e 

future i m p r o v e m e n t i n t h e i r c o n d i t i o n ; a n d 

thefe are* n o w the preachers a n d f c h o o l -

i i iafters o f the S i e r r a L e o n e c o l o n y . A f t e r 
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palTing t h r o u g h v a r i o u s fccnes, f o r t h e m o l l 

par t l i v i n g a m o n g t h e B r i t i f h f o l d e r s , a n d 

f o l l o w i n g t h e c o m m o n f o r t u n e o f t h e a r m y ; 

n o t u n f r e q u e n t l y e x p o f m g themfelves i n bat t le , 

as the w o u n d s o f feveral w i l l te f t i fy , a n d get­

t i n g credi t a l w a y s f o r t h e i r c o u r a g e , b u t n o t 

fo u n i f o r m l y f o r a l l the o t h e r parts o f t h e i r 

c h a r a c t e r ; t h e i r n u m b e r s b e i n g n o w c o n -

f i d e r a b l y r e d u c e d b y t h e death o f f o m e a n d 

t h e d i f p e r f i o n o f others (a p o r t i o n o f t h e m 

b e i n g f u p p o f e d to h a v e a g a i n f a l l e n i n t o t h e 

h a n d s o f the A m e r i c a n s ) ; the r e m a i n d e r w e r e 

b r o u g h t to N o v a S c o t i a at the e n d o f the w a r , 

i n o r d e r to rece ive , i n c o m m o n w i t h the w h i t e 

l o y a l i f l s , c e r t a i n a l l o w a n c e s o f p r o v i f i o n s a n d 

p o r t i o n s o f l a n d , i n p u r f u a n c e o f the p r o m i f e s 

m a d e to t h e m i n thofe p r o c l a m a t i o n s , w h i c h 

h a v e b e e n a l r e a d y a l l u d e d t o . T h e y ftate 

that t h e y o b t a i n e d the ra t ions o f p r o v i f i o n s , 

t h o u g h n o t to the f u l l e x t e n t o f t h e i r e x p e c ­

tat ions ; that inf tead o f the p r o m i f e d lots o f 

l a n d , t h e y got i n genera l o n l y a f m a l l t o w n -

l o t o f l i t t l e v a l u e , t h e w h i t e loya l i f t s h a v i n g 

engrof fed a l l the g r o u n d that was v a l u a b l e j 

a n d that t h e y w e r e f u r t h e r d i i a p p o i n t e d i n 

n o t f i n d i n g themfe lves a d m i t t e d to the u f u a l 

p r i v i l e g e s o f B r i t i f h fubjects , a n d i n p a r t i c u l a r 

to the r i g h t o f t r i a l b y j u r y . It h a s been 

a l r e a d y n o t i c e d , that t h e i r fenfe o f thefe i n ­

j u r i e s , together w i t h t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e 

unfavourablcnefs . o f the c l i m a t e o f N o v a 

S c o t i a , i n d u c e d t h e m to feek redrefs' f r o m t h e 

B r i t i f h g o v e r n m e n t , b y m e a n s o f a delegate 
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f r o m t h e i r o w n b o d y , w h o m t h e y fent to 

E n g l a n d f o r that p u r p o f e . 

W h e n M r . C l a r k f o n a p p e a r e d as the C o m ­

p a n y ' s agent i n N o v a S c o t i a , a n d ftated at 

feveral p u b l i c m e e t i n g s o f t h e free b l a c k s , t h e 

p r o p o f a l s h e l d o u t t o t h e m b y the C o m ­

p a n y , together w i t h the l i b e r a l offer o f a 

free paffage to S i e r r a L e o n e m a d e b y t h e 

B r i t i f h g o v e r n m e n t , t h e y expref fed at o n c e 

t h e m o f t l i v e l y j o y a n d e x u l t a t i o n ; t h e y 

c o n g r a t u l a t e d themfe lves o n b e i n g n o w a b o u t 

t o be e m a n c i p a t e d f r o m a f i t u a t i o n w h i c h 

t h e y h a d a l m o f t c o n f i d e r e d as a f e c o n d f e r v i ­

t u d e , b o t h o n a c c o u n t o f the fpeci f ic h a r d ­

fh ips a l r e a d y ftated, a n d the genera l d i f r e p u t e 

a n d i n e q u a l i t y o f t r e a t m e n t w h i c h h a d f o l ­

l o w e d t h e m i n t o the B r i t i f h c o l o n y , i n w h i c h 

t h e y h a d a t t e m p t e d to i n c o r p o r a t e themfe lves . 

T h e eagernefs o f t h e i r defire to m i g r a t e , is 

f a i d b y M r . C l a r k f o n , to h a v e r e n d e r e d h i m 

fo m u c h the m o r e care fu l i n g u a r d i n g t h e m 

againft the i n d u l g e n c e o f a l l u n r e a f o n b l e e x ­

p e c t a t i o n s . N o a l l o w a n c e e v e n o f p r o v i f i o n s 

after t h e i r a r r i v a l was h e l d o u t to t h e m , a n d 

the necefKty o f w o r k i n g o n t h e i r lots o f l a n d , 

i n o r d e r to get t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d , was u r g e d 

u p o n t h e m u n i v e r s a l l y . B u t t h e i r a r d o u r w a s 

not at a l l rcpreffed b y thefe o r a n y f i m i l a r 

fuggeft ions ; t h e y f o l d h a f t i l y a n d w i t h o u t 

regret , at the m o f t inadequate p r i c e s , f u c h o f 

t h e i r l i t t le effects as c o u l d n o t eaf i ly be c a r r i e d 

a w a y w i t h t h e m : a f e w o f thofe w h o w e r e 

poffeffed o f p r o p e r t y aftifted others w h o w e r e 
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i n debt , to fatisfy f u c h c l a i m s as m i g h t h a v e 

p r e v e n t e d t h e i r m i g r a t i o n j a n d feveral w h o 

w e r e the heads o f f a m i l i e s , are f a i d to h a v e 

u n d e r t a k e n , f o r the f u p p o r t o f t h e y o u n g e r 

a n d m o r e u n p r o t e c t e d females , to ' w h o m n o 

paffage was g r a n t e d e x c e p t o n t h i s c o n d i t i o n . 

T h e w h o l e b o d y w a i t e d feveral w e e k s i n tents 

at H a l i f a x , f o r the c o l l e c t i o n o f the S h i p p i n g , 

d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e t h e y w e r e e x p o f e d t o 

m u c h i n c l e m e n c y o f w e a t h e r , a n d c o n t r a c t e d a 

c o n i i d c r a b l e degree o f f icknefs : t h e y fet fa i l 

In the b e g i n n i n g o f J a n u a r y , 1 7 9 2 , h a v i n g 

r e a d i l y adopted e v e r y meafure that was f u g -

gefted to t h e m f o r the m a i n t e n a n c e o f e x a c t 

o r d e r d u r i n g the v o y a g e , a n d h a v i n g thus far 

u n i f o r m l y tef l i f ied b o t h t h e i r g r a t i t u d e a n d 

obedience to M r . C l a r k f o n a n d to the C o m p a n y . 

T h e i r c o n d u c t f ince th is p e r i o d has been 

a l r e a d y fuf f ic ient ly d e f c r i b e d , a n d the D i r e c ­

tors t h i n k that w h e n it is c o n f i d e r e d i n c o n ­

n e c t i o n w i t h all thofe c i r c u m f t a n c e s o f t h e i r 

paft l ives w h i c h h a v e n o w been alfo m e n ­

t i o n e d , a l t h o u g h f o m e o f the p l e a f i n g e x ­

pectat ions w h i c h w e r e e x c i t e d b y a f e w 

firft appearances m a y have been d i f a p p o i n t e d , 

t h e i r character m a y f a i r l y be fa id to t u r n o u t 

as f a v o u r a b l y o n the w h o l e as c o u l d reason­

a b l y be e x p e c t e d . It f h o u l d be n o t i c e d i n ­

d e e d , that a m o n g thefe e m a n c i p a t e d flaves, 

there h a v e n o t been w a n t i n g instances o f a 

f e w , at leaft, w h o h a v e afforded a m o f t f a ­

v o u r a b l e f p e c i m e n o f the A f r i c a n c h a r a c t e r , 
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On w h o f e g e n e r a l d i f p o f i t i o n s C h r i f t i a n i t y a p ­

pears to h a v e h a d a moft b e n i g n a n d h a p p y 

i n f l u e n c e , a n d w h o h a v e (hewn, t h e m i e l v e s o n 

a l l occaf ions h u m b l e a n d c o n t e n t e d , the f r iends 

o f o r d e r , a n d the zealous p r o m o t e r s o f peace. 

L e t i t therefore be C a r e f u l l y r e m e m b e r e d 

o n the one h a n d , that e v e r y t h i n g w h i c h has 

b e e n fa id i n d i f p a r a g e m e n t o f the N o v a S c o ­

t i a n s , is to be u n d e r f t o o d w i t h f o m e e x c e p ­

t i o n s , a n d w i t h v a r i o u s degrees o f l i m i t a t i o n : 

let i t alfo be c o n f i d e r e d , o n the o t h e r , h o w 

great a n d v a r i o u s h a v e been the d i f a d v a n -

tages u n d e r w h i c h a l l o f t h e m h a v e l a b o u r e d ; 

a n d i t w i l l t h e n n o d o u b t appear, that t h e 

t u r b u l e n c e o f f o m e , the unreafonablenefs as 

w e l l as j c a l o u f y o f m a n y m o r e , a n d al l t h e 

o t h e r u n f a v o u r a b l e c i r c u m f t a n c e s i n t h e i r 

c h a r a c t e r , are m o r e o r lefs to be l o o k e d f o r 

i n a n y b o d y o f m e n w h o h a v e been i n t h e i r 

c o n d i t i o n . T h e y are faults i n c i d e n t t o t h e m 

m o f t u n q u e f t i o n a b l y , n o t as b l a c k s , but t h e v 

m a y be traced to o u r c o m m o n nature . A n d 

w h o is there w h o w i l l v e n t u r e to f a y , that i f 

h e h a d entered i n t o l i fe alfo u n d e r f r m i l a r 

d i fadvantages , a n d h a d ftruggled u n d e r a l i k e 

f u c c e i f i o n o f v e x a t i o n s , h a r d i h i p s , a n d d i i a p -

p o i n t m e n t s , h is m i n d w o u l d not have c o n ­

tracted a n y o f t h e fame pre judices , n o r h is 

character have been m a r k e d b y a n y o f thofe 

u n t o w a r d d i f p o f i t i o n s , w h i c h b e l o n g to fome 

o f the prefent co loni f ts o f S i e r r a L e o n e ? 

It has been a l ready n o t i c e d that the G o v e r ­

n o r 



n o r a n d C o u n c i l are e n d e a v o u r i n g , i n c o m ­

p l i a n c e w i t h the w i l l i e s o f the D i r e c t o r s , t o 

e x p e d i t e as m u c h as p o i f i b l e the f e t t l i n g o f 

t h e m o n t h e i r o w n lands ; b y the c u l t i v a t i o n 

o f w h i c h there is reafon t o t h i n k that t h e y , 

l i k e the f o r m e r fettlers n o w l i v i n g at G r a n ­

v i l l e T o w n , m a y be able to get a c o m f o r t a b l e 

fubfi f lence : a n d i f , b y the b lef f ing o f P r o v i ­

dence o n t h e i r i n d u f t r y , t h e y f h o u l d f i n d t h e i r 

fubftance a c c u m u l a t e a n d t h e i r g e n e r a l p r o f -

p e r i t y a d v a n c e , t h e i r f a m i l i e s at the f a m e 

t i m e c o n t i n u i n g to increafe , i t c a n h a r d l y be 

d o u b t e d that t h e y w i l l t h u s g r a d u a l l y be 

b r o u g h t to eft imate m o r e j u f t l y t h e i r o b l i g a ­

t i o n s to t h e C o m p a n y . I t is i m p o r t a n t h o w ­

ever to obferve t h a t , b o t h w i t h a v i e w t o 

t h e i r o w n h a p p i n e f s a n d to the C o m p a n y ' s 

great object o f e x t e n d i n g c i v i l i z a t i o n i n A f r i c a , 

i t is o f the h i g h c f t c o n f e q u c n c e that t h e y 

I h o u l d n e i t h e r be left w i t h o u t i n s t r u c t o r s f r o m 

h e n c e , n o r w i t h o u t a g o v e r n m e n t c o n f i d i n g 

o f E u r o p e a n s . 

T h e i r c h i l d r e n , w h o were about three h u n ­

d r e d i n n u m b e r , are u n i v e r f a l l y fent to l c h o o l , 

a n d are r e p o r t e d t o advance q u i t e as f a l l i n 

t h e i r l e a r n i n g as c h i l d r e n c o m m o n l y do i n 

t h i s c o u n t r y ; a l t h o u g h t h e y w e r e n o t s u p ­

p l i e d t i l l l a t e l y w i t h v e r y fuitable a n d f u f l i -

c ient E n g l i f h mafters. T h e D i r e c t o r s p r o p o f e 

t o fpare n o p a i n s o r expenfe that m a y be 

necei fary i n o r d e r to m a i n t a i n t h i s part o f 

t h e i r e f tabl i fhment o n the beft f o o t i n g , a n d 

t h e y w i l l c o n t i n u e to direct: the p e c u l i a r at­

t e n t i o n 



t e n t i o n o f the G o v e r n o r a n d C o u n c i l t o fo 

v e r y i m p o r t a n t a n o b j e c t ; for i t is t o t h i s 

r i s i n g g e n e r a t i o n o f w e l l - e d u c a t e d b l a c k s , t h a t 

t h e D i r e c t o r s c h i e f l y l o o k , f o r the g r a d u a l 

i m p r o v e m e n t o f t h e i n t e r n a l ftate o f the c o ­

l o n y ; a n d to t h e m alfo i t feems b y n o m e a n s 

p r e s u m p t u o u s t o h o p e , that f o m e o f t h e m o r e 

distant a n d e v e n o f the i n t e r i o r parts o f A f r i c a , 

m a y o n e d a y p o f l i b l y be i n d e b t e d f o r t h e i n ­

t r o d u c t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n i t y , f o r the p r o p o g a t i o n 

o f E u r o p e a n k n o w l e d g e , a n d f o m e i m p o r t a n t 

a t t a i n m e n t s i n c i v i l i z a t i o n . 

T h e progrefs m a d e i n the e x t e n f i o n o f c i v i ­

l i z a t i o n a m o n g the nat ives , together w i t h t h e 

di f f icult ies w h i c h h a v e o c c u r r e d , a n d the o p e n ­

i n g profpects i n th is refpect w h i c h h a v e b e e n 

a f f o r d e d , are the o n l y part o f the prefent g e ­

n e r a l h e a d that r e m a i n s to be treated of. T h i s 

h o w e v e r is a mat ter o f f u c h great i m p o r ­

tance , a n d o f fo v e r y i n t e r e f t i n g a n a t u r e 

a l f o , that the D i r e c t o r s are per fuaded t h e y 

n e e d offer n o a p o l o g y f o r e n t e r i n g i n t o it at 

f o m e l e n g t h , a n d f o r l a y i n g before the C o u r t 

f u c h a c t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n as t h e y have r e c e i v e d 

u p o n i t , w i t h f r e e d o m as w e l l as p a r t i c u l a r i t y . 

It m u f t be o b v i o u s t o the P r o p r i e t o r s t h a t , 

i n t r e a t i n g o f the C i v i l i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a , t h e 

n a t u r e a n d t e n d e n c y o f the prefent A f r i c a n 

S l a v e T r a d e , c o m e d i r e c t l y a n d necef far i ly 

u n d e r c o n f i d e r a t i o n . T h e D i r e c t o r s h o w e v e r 

i n f p e a k i n g o f d i e S l a v e T r a d e , d o n o t p r o -

pofe to deal i n observat ions a n d a r g u m e n t s 
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ra i fed b y themfe lves at h o m e o n this beaten 

t o p i c ; c o n c e i v i n g that t h e y fhal l d o m o r e 

e x a c t as w e l l as a m p l e j u f t i c e to the fubject , 

b y r e f o r t i n g to a s imple n a r r a t i v e o f w h a t has 

been p a t t i n g u n d e r the v i e w o f t h e i r fervants 

a b r o a d , a n d b y e n u m e r a t i n g a f e w s t r o n g b u t 

a u t h e n t i c facts, w h i c h i t w i l l n o t be necef-

f a r y to preface w i t h m i l c h i n t r o d u c t i o n . 

T h e y w i l l de fcr ibc f ir ft , the d e p l o r a b l e 

ftate to w h i c h the distr ict a r o u n d S i e r r a L e o n e , 

p r e v i o u s to the f o r m a t i o n o f the c o l o n y , h a d 

b e e n r e d u c e d , t h r o u g h its i n t e r c o u r f e w i t h 

E u r o p e a n s j a n i n t e r c o u r f e c a r r i e d o n u p t o 

that t i m e , c h i e f l y , i f n o t e x c l u s i v e l y , for t h e 

p u r p o f e o f p r o c u r i n g flaves.—In the f e c o n d 

p lace , t h e y w i l l ftate a n u m b e r o f m o r e recent 

facts, f o m e o f t h e m e x h i b i t i n g the n a t u r e 

o f the prefent S lave T r a d e , a n d the obstruc­

tion w h i c h i t has a c t u a l l y g i v e n to t h e 

C o m p a n y ' s attempts to p r o m o t e C i v i l i z a t i o n . 

I n f p e a k i n g o f the firft o f thefe p o i n t s , 

n a m e l y , the s i tuat ion to w h i c h the l o n g p r e ­

valence o f the S l a v e T r a d e h a d r e d u c e d t h e 

c o u n t r y r o u n d S i e r r a L e o n e , the D i r e c t o r s 

c a n n o t forbear b r i e f l y r e c a p i t u l a t i n g a f e W 

facts w h i c h w e r e rec i ted i n a f o r m e r r e p o r t 

m a d e to the G e n e r a l C o u r t , w h i c h was h e l d 

n e a r l y at the t i m e o f i n l t i t u t i n g the c o l o n y . 

A s a p r o o f o f the i n f e c u r i t y o f the p o r f o n s 

o f the nat ives , i t was t h e n ftated, that e v e n 

the k i n g o f the c o u n t r y h i m f e l f , t h o u g h peace­

able a n d m o r e t h a n o r d i n a r i l y refpected, h a d 
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i n n o lets t h a n three feparate instances been 

bereft o f f o m e re la t ions o f h is o w n , t h r o u g h 

the v a r i o u s e n o r m i t i e s o f the Slave T r a d e . I n 

a letter fent b y h i m to E n g l a n d , w h e r e i n he 

refers to one o n l y o f thefe three ca lamit ies , 

h e fays : " T h e r e are three distant re lat ions 

" o f m i n e n o w i n the W e f t I n d i e s , carr ied 

" a w a y b y o n e C a p t a i n C o x , c a p t a i n o f a 
t { D a n i f h f h i p , C o r p r o , B a n n a , a n d M o r b o u r : 

" thefe w e r e t a k e n out o f m y r i v e r S i e r r a 
c t L e o n e . I k n o w not h o w to get t h e m 
r t b a c k . " A n d he ftates his rea fon f o r e n ­

c o u r a g i n g the i n t e n d e d S i e r r a L e o n e fettle­

m e n t fo w a r m l y as he d i d i n fpite o f a l l 

i n f m u a t i e n s to its p r e j u d i c e , to be " I n o r d e r 

" that there m i g h t be a f l o p p u t to the h o r r i d 

" depredat ions that are of ten c o m m i t t e d i n 
< c th is c o u n t r y b y a l l c o u n t r i e s that c o m e 

" here to t r a d e . " T h e fubftance o f t h i s 

letter , w h i c h appears to have been w r i t t e n b y 

the h a n d o f a fecretary to the k i n g , w h o h a d 

received f o m e e d u c a t i o n i n E n g l a n d , w a s 

af terwards c o n f i r m e d b y the k i n g ' s f o n . 

A f e w o t h e r fpeci l ic proofs o f the p r e v a ­

lence o f k i d n a p p i n g w e r e c i ted i n that r e p o r t , 

a n d o n e instance o f the capture o f a strag­

g l i n g nat ive b y a p a r t y o f k i d n a p p e r s w a s 

g i v e n , o f w h i c h the agent o f the S ierra L e o n e 

C o m p a n y , as w e l l as a n o t h e r p e r f o n t h e n i n 

E n g l a n d , h a d o c u l a r d e m o n s t r a t i o n . 

B u t the c i rcumstance to w h i c h the D i ­

rectors w i f h m o r e p a r t i c u l a r l y to d r a w the 

a t t e n t i o n o f the P r o p r i e t o r s , is the m e n t i o n 
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that w a s t h e n m a d e o f feveral depopulated 

t o w n s a l o n g the fea coaft ( t w o o f w h i c h the 

C o m p a n y ' s agent h a d v i f i t e d ) , a l l o f t h e m 

f a i d to have been b r o k e n u p b y a m u l a t t o 

flave-trader r e n d i n g to the f o u t h o f S i e r r a 

L e o n e ; w h o h a v i n g h a d the advantage o f 

o ther chiefs t h r o u g h the e d u c a t i o n he re­

c e i v e d i n h i s y o u t h at L i v e r p o o l , a c q u i r e d a 

v e r y f u p e r i o r degree o f p o w e r a n d i n f l u e n c e , 

w h i c h it appears f r o m a b u n d a n t te f thnonics 

that he v e r y f ree ly exerc i fed . 

I n p u r f u i n g the d e f e r i p t i o n o f the effects 

p r o d u c e d b y the Slave T r a d e i n the n e i g h ­

b o u r h o o d o f S i e r r a L e o n e , the D i r e c t o r s 

w i l l q u o t e , f irft , f o m e a u t h e n t i c evidences 

c o n f i r m i n g a n d e n l a r g i n g the a c c o u n t o f r a ­

vages c o m m i t t e d t o w a r d s the f o u t h , b y the 

m u l a t t o i lave- t rader a b o v e m e n t i o n c d : t h e y 

w i l l t h e n p r o d u c e f o m e e v i d e n c e o f its n a ­

t u r e , b r o u g h t f r o m n o great di f tance n o r t h ­

w a r d s o f the f e t t l e m e n t ; to w h i c h w i l l be 

added the i n f o r m a t i o n o f feveral v e r y c o m ­

petent witneffes f r o m the eaft o r i n t e r i o r 

c o u n t r y : a f e w a d d i t i o n a l facts o f dif ferent 

k i n d s , f o m e o f t h e m f u r n i f h e d at S i e r r a 

L e o n e i t fel f , w i l l f o r m t h e r e m a i n i n g e v i ­

dence o f that d e p l o r a b l e l i t u a t i o n to w h i c h 

S i e r r a L e o n e a n d its a d j o i n i n g diftricr. h a d 

been r e d u c e d , p r e v i o u s to the f o r m a t i o n o f 

the prefent c o l o n y . 

1 he D i r e c t o r s w i f h to obferve , once f o r 

a l l , that the t r u t h a n d a c c u r a c y o f the i n ­

f o r m a t i o n t h e y are about to l a y before the 
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C o u r t h a v e been i n g e n e r a l eftabli fhed b y 

the u n i t e d t e f t i m o n y o f f o m e o f the p r i n c i p a l 

fervants o f the C o m p a n y ; a n d that a l l that 

part o f i t w h i c h w i l l be g i v e n as q u o t a t i o n , 

Was c o m m i t t e d to w r i t i n g b y one o f t h e m 

a l w a y s about the t i m e a n d g e n e r a l l y o n the 

v e r y d a y , of ten at t h e v e r y h o u r , o f its b e i n g 

r e c e i v e d . * 

O n the fubject. o f the m u l a t t o trader w h o 

is f a i d to have d e p o p u l a t e d the t o w n s w h i c h 

are feen H a n d i n g to the fouth o f S i e r r a L e o n e , 

a n d w h o is n o w n o m o r e , h i s death h a v i n g 

been b r o u g h t a b o u t , as i t is f u p p o f c d , b y 

f o m e o f the nat ives , the f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a ­

t i o n has been rece ived ; 

A f t e r f o m e i n t e l l i g e n c e n e a r l y to the fame 

p u r p o r t , o b t a i n e d f r o m a n o t h e r q u a r t e r , i t 

i s obferved : 

" M a r c h 1 7 9 3 . A f lave-trader o f 

** the n a m e o f , has alfo been m e n -
a t i o n i n g the devaluations o f the late m u l a t t o 
a t r a d e r , as a t h i n g w h i c h c o n f i l l e d w i t h . 

" h i s k n o w l e d g e j he fays , that h i s p l a n 

" was to l e n d goods to e v e r y i n f e r i o r ch ie f , 

* The Directors, for obvious reafons, do not think proper 
to infert in this printed report the names of all the perfons or 
places that may be fpoken of in the journal, and other docu­
ments, from which they (hall make their quotations; and titty 
fha.ll therefore defcribe them in general by fome circumlocu­
tion : they iTiall ufe a few other trifling liberties with the lan­
guage, chiefly for the fake of elucidation, taking care, how­
ever, in no inllance to alter any word that is material. 
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u or h e a d - m a n , w h o t h o u g h t p r o p e r to r e -

" q u e l l t h e m , a n d i f the h e a d - m a n was f l o w 

" i n f u l f i l l i n g h is e n g a g e m e n t s , that he 

" w o u l d t h e n a r m t w o o r three h u n d r e d o f 
u h i s g r u m c t t a s (or w o r k i n g people) w h o 

" b e i n g officered b y w h i t e m e n , deferters 

" f r o m the f h i p s , w e r e fent to l u r p r i f e t h e 

" t o w n s o f h is debtor . I n th is w a y h a d he 

" d e p o p u l a t e d the w h o l e c o u n t r y f r o m C a p e 

" S i e r r a L e o n e to the r i v e r S h e r b r o . I n 

" order to lave h i m f e l f f r o m the effects o f 

" the general i n d i g n a t i o n r a i l e d againft h i m , 

" he f o r m e d a p u r r a h (or c o n f e d e r a c y ) , b y 
u w h i c h he u n i t e d the k i n g s a n d p r i n c i p a l 

" chiefs (a l l o f w h o m w e r e d e e p l y e n g a g e d 

" i n the S lave T r a d e ) , i n a n agreement to 

*' de fend each o t h e r . " 

A nat ive c h i e f i n f o r m e d m e , 

" that a considerable t o w n i n w h i c h he ufed 

" to l i v e , w a s at tacked b y t h i s m u l a t t o t r a d e r , 

" w h o was o n that oceaf ion a i d e d b y f o m e 

" o f the o t h e r chiefs , a n d alfo b y a n A m e r i -

" c a n veffel t h e n w a i t i n g f o r f l a v e s ; that 

" after a f lout r e f i n a n c e his t o w n was t a k e n 

" a n d d e f i r o y e d ; that h i m f e l f h o w e v e r a n d 

" the greater part o f h i s people effected t h e i r 

" efcape to a f m a l l n e i g h b o u r i n g i f l a n d , 

" w h e n c e t h e y ufed to m a k e o c c a i i o n a l i n -
w c u r f i o n s o n t h e i r e n e m y u p o n the m a i n 

" l a n d : he m e n t i o n e d his h a v i n g t a k e n f o r t y 

" p r i f o n e r s i n one o f thefe e x p e d i t i o n s , a l l 

" o f w h o m w e r e f o l d as flavc . " 

A p r i n c i p a l fervant o f the Company, w h e n 
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o n a v'riit to thefe parts , adds the f o l l o w i n g 

i n f o r m a t i o n : " A Have o f th is m u l a t t o c h i e f 

*' w a s fet u p b y h i m as a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f 

*' j u f f i c e i n his o w n d i t t r i c t , w h o is n o w 

" r e c k o n e d a p e r f o n o f great i m p o r t a n c e , 

" a n d is b e c o m e t o o p o w e r f u l to be t h w a r t -

" ed ; m u c h c o u r t is p a i d to h i m b y the 

" Have-traders . It is faid that t e r r i b l e e r u e l -

" ties are p r a c t i f e d b y h i m , a n d that a c c u -
u fat ions are m u l t i p l i e d . A n a t i v e c h i e f o f 

" a n e i g h b o u r i n g v i l lage w h o w a s w i t h us 

" o n b o a r d the c u t t e r , b e i n g a i k e d to g o 

" w i t h us o n f h o r e , d e c l i n e d it w i t h a ftrong 

" e x p r e l l i o u o f i n d i g n a t i o n a n d h a t r e d a g a i n l t 

" t h i s p e r f o n , a p p r e h e n d i n g , as it a p p e a r e d , 

" that i f he c a m e w i t h i n h i s reach he f h o u l d 

" f c a r c e l y efcape h i m . • I n p r o c e e d i n g 

" a l o n g the r i v e r , w e o b f e r v e d a n u m b e r o f 

" c r e e k s , the entrance o f w h i c h is t o o n a r -

" r o w f o r m o r e t h a n one canoe to pafs at a 

" t i m e : at the h e a d o f m o f t o f thefe creeks 

" there arc t o w n s . T h e f e r e t i r e d places o f 

" r e l i d e n c e w e r e c h o f e n i n the t i m e o f the 

" m u l a t t o Have-trader , o n the g r o u n d o f 

" t h e i r a f f o r d i n g o p p o r t u n i t y to cficct. a n 

" efcape, i n cafe o f a l a r m , before the a t -

" tack c o u l d be m a d e . O n e o f the f u b -

M o r d i n a t e c h i e f s , at w h o f e t o w n w e l a n d e d , 

" c o n f e i l e d that th is h a d been h i s m o t i v e f o r 

" c h u l i n g fo di f f icult a fpot as that o n w h i c h 

" he h a d p i t c h e d h i m f e l f . " S o m e f u r t h e r 

j n e n t i o n o f th is e m i n e n t H a v e - t r a d e r w i l l 

o c c u r i n the f e q u e l , a n d the P r o p r i e t o r s w i l l 

G 3 , then 
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t h e n be a g a i n r e m i n d e d o f the v a r i o u s traces 

o f h i s ravages w h i c h have here been f p o k e n 

of. 

I n p r o c e e d i n g to n o t i c e the effects o f the 

S lave T r a d e t o w a r d s the north, the D i r e c t o r s 

h a v e to obferve , that the t w o c o u n t r i e s n e a r -

eft to the S i e r r a L e o n e ( o r T i m m a n y ) d i f -

t r i c t , o n that f ide , are the M a n d i n g o a n d 

the Sufee c o u n t r i e s . T h e y w i l l i n t r o d u c e 

f o m e i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m each o f thefe. T h e 

F o u l a h c o u n t r y , w h i c h w i l l be m e n t i o n e d 

a l f o , is f t i l l f ar ther off. 

" N o v e m b e r . T w o chiefs f r o m 

* l the nearer! t o w n s to F r e e t o w n d i n e d w i t h 

" m e : t h e y b o t h a l l o w e d the f r e q u e n c y o f 
< ! k i d n a p p i n g a m o n g t h e Sufees a n d M a n -
w d i n g o e s ; o n e o f t h e m h a d been a n eye 

" w i t n e f s to i t . A s to the F o u l a h s , he fays 

" i t is u n i v e r f a l l y a c k n o w l e d g e d that t h e y 

" m a k e w a r f o r the fole p u r p o f e o f p r o -

" c u r i n g flaves. H e fays it o f ten h a p p e n s 
M that a c o m p a n y o f F o u l a h s , h a v i n g b r o u g h t 

" flaves to m a r k e t , is at tacked b y a p a r t y o f 

" Freebooters^ w h o infeft the c o u n t r y be-

" t w e e n the coaft a n d the F o u l a h c o u n t r y , 

*c a n d w h o b o t h r o b p e o p l e o f t h e i r g o o d s 

*' a n d m a k e Haves o f t h e m to b o o t , fo that 

" i t is not u n u f u a l f o r the fame m a n w h o 

*' f o l d others as flaves, co be f o l d i n a f e w 

" w e e k s afterwards to the f a m e H a v e - f a c t o r y 

«' h i m f e l f . " 

1 he f o l l o w i n g i n t e l l i g e n c e is f r o m the 

M a n d i n g o , 



M a n d i n g o , w h i c h is i m m e d i a t e l y n o r t h o f 

the S i e r r a L e o n e c o u n t r y . 

" N o v e m b e r . A trader f r o m t h e 

" Sufee c o u n t r y re lated the f o l l o w i n g anec-

" d o t e , o f w h i c h he h i m f e l f h a d been a w i t -

" nefs. T w o o r three years a g o , the c h i e f 

" o f Q u i a p o r t r i v e r , i n the Sufee c o u n t r y , 

" a t tacked the c h i e f o f B o w r a h , a n d m a d e 

" p r i f o n e r s o f f o m e o f h i s p e o p l e , w h o m h e 

" f o l d to the B r i t i f h Have- fac tory to t h e 

n o r t h o f S i e r r a L e o n e . T h e c h i e f w h o 
u h a d been attacked co l lec ted a l l h is force , 

" defeated the o t h e r ch ie f , a n d m a d e a great 

" m a n y o f h i s people p r i f o n e r s ; w i t h thefe 

" he w e n t a n d r e d e e m e d his o w n p e o p l e 

" f r o m the H a v e - f a c t o r y , w h o o b l i g e d h i m 

" h o w e v e r to p a y t w o f o r o n e . " 

" F e b r u a r y 1 7 9 4 . A m u l a t t o l a d y , m i f -

" trefs o f a large t o w n i n the M a n d i n g o 

" c o u n t r y , w h o poffeffes conf iderable i n -

" t e l l i g e n c e , ca l led o n us i n the e v e n i n g , a n d 

" ftaid i n the fet t lement t w o o r three n i g h t ? . 

" S h e has been to E n g l a n d i n h e r y o u t h , 

" a n d h e r E n g l i f h n a m e is M i f s B . H e a r d . 

" W e t a l k e d m u c h about the Slave T r a d e ; 

" Hie fa id m e d i l l i k e d i t , f o r i t k e p t her i n 

" conftant t e r r o r , f ince Hie never k n e w w h e n 

" Hie l a y d o w n at n i g h t , w h e t h e r fhe m i g h t 

" not be a i faf l inated before the m o r n i n g . 

" S h e fa id that f o r f o m e t i m e part there h a d 

been n o w a r s i n the i n t e r i o r c o u n t r y to 

" h e r s , a n d a c k n o w l e d g e d that the w a r s d o 

G 4 W Q O t 



" not h a p p e n w h e n there is n o d e m a n d f o r 

" f laves ." 
T h e D i r e c t o r s w i l l a d d one m o r e q u o ­

t a t i o n o n the fubject: o f the n o r t h e r n diftr idt : 

" In the M a n d i n g o a n d Sufee c o u n t r i e s , 

" w h i c h l ie b e t w e e n the r i v e r S i e r r a L e o n e 

" and the R i o - P o n g a s , k i d n a p p i n g is v e r y 

" f r e q u e n t ; n o r is th is d o n e b y the f l rangers 

" a lone . It o f ten h a p p e n s that c h i l d r e n arc 

" k i d n a p p e d b y p e o p l e o f a n e i g h b o u r i n g o r 

" e v e n o f the fame v i l l a g e . " - ** A p e r f o n 

" w h o has r c f i d e d feveral years i n the M a n -

" d i n g o c o u n t r y , t o l d m e that m o t h e r s , i n 

" that p a r t , n e v e r f a i l to col lect t h e i r 

" c h i l d r e n together w i t h great care as n i g h t 

" comes o n , a n d e i ther fhut t h e m u p o r 

" e n d e a v o u r to keep t h e m w i t h i n t h e i r 

" eye t i l l m o r n i n g . It is f l i p u l a t e d i n 

" thefe parts b e t w e e n the Have-trader a n d 

" the k i d n a p p e r s , that n o n e o f the nat ives 

" a r o u n d m a l l be a d m i t t e d to a fight o f the 

" flaves, w h o are u f u a l l y c o n v e y e d a w a y b y 

" the craft i n the n i g h t , the barter o f t h e m 

" h a v i n g been m a d e i n the n i g h t t i m e a l fo . 

*' I have c o n v e r f e d w i t h m a n y nat ives as 

" w e l l as traders o n th is fubject , a n d t h e y 

" have e v e r y one o f t h e m c o n f i r m e d the 

" above a c c o u n t . A p r i n c i p a l f a c t o r , f r o m 

" w h o m I i n q u i r e d the rea fon o f the great 

" f r e q u e n c y o f k i d n a p p i n g a m o n g the M a n -

" d i n g o e s , obferved that, i t arofe f r o m t h e i r 

" h e a d - m e n g e t t i n g i n t o debt to the E u -

" n m e a n s , a n d b e i n g t h e n put i n t o c o n f i n e -
4 t m e n t 



" m e n t b y t h e m ; i n c o n f c q u e n c e o f w h i c h 
4 4 the people b e l o n g i n g to thefe h e a d - m e n 
4 4 w e r e l a i d u n d e r a n o b l i g a t i o n to k i d n a p 
4 4 f o m e p e r f o r i , i n o r d e r to effect t h e i r r e -

" d e m p t i o n . ' 1 

Th.e f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n refpects that 

par t o f the i n f e r i o r or eafccm c o u n t r y w h i c h 

is not far di f tant f r o m F r e e t o w n , a n d is f u b ­

j e c t to the K i n g o f M e r r a L e o n e . 
4 4 A c h i e f refid'.-ig i n o n e o f the u p p e r 

" branches o f the S i e n a L e o n e r i v e r , w h o f e 

" character is c o n f i d e r e d as refpectable, has 

M been w i t h us : the f o l l o w i n g is the f u b -

" f iance o f h is i n f o r m a t i o n wi'-.h refpect to 

" the vSierra L e o n e trade, t h e p e o p l e i n -
4 4 l a n d , he fays, are u i c d to go to w a r o n 

*' p u r p o f e t o m a k e flaves : at prefent , there 

" b e i n g n o great d e m a n d , t h e y do n o t m a k e 
4 4 w a r . W h i t e people often encourage p a -
4 4 lavers (or q u a r r e l s ) , p r o m i l i n g dafhes (or 
4 4 prefents o f l i q u o r ) i n cafe the c o n v i c t s 

P are f o l d to t h e m . T h e y w e r e i n the p r a c -
4 4 t ice alfo o f f o m e n t i n g w a r , b y g i v i n g a m -

" m u n i t i o n to b o t h parties ; t h i s u f e d f o r -

" m e r l y to h a p p e n v e r y f r e q u e n t l y , o f w h i c h 

" he f p c c i f i e d t w o inf lances . H e t o l d m e 

" that he was h i m f e l f engaged i n a w a r 
w w h i c h la f l cd f ive years , w h e n a B r i t i f h 

4 4 f lave-tradcr f u r n i l h e d b o t h h i m a n d h i s 
u enemies w i t h p o w d e r ; that he ufed t h e n 

" often to w a y l a y a n d fel l f l rangers , i n o r d e r 

" to b u y a r m s a n d a m m u n i t i o n ; but he fays 

*4 this w a s 4 a bad thing} a n d j u f l i i i e d o n l y 
4 4 b y 



u b y the necefhty he was u n d e r o f finding 
4 4 m e a n s to d e f e n d h i m f e l f : h a d there been 
4 4 n o flave-factories he w o u l d n o t h a v e d o n e 

«* fo. T h e Have-traders h a v e acted d i f f e r e n t l y 

" o f late y e a r s ; f o r t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f h i s 
4 4 c o u n t r y b e i n g m u c h d i m i n i l h e d i n t h e i r 
4 4 n u m b e r s , a n d the w a r s a m o n g t h e m v e r y 
4 4 m u c h i n t e r r u p t i n g the i n t e r c o u r f e w i t h the 
4 4 r e m o t e r par ts , the flave-factors h a v e ufed 
4 4 t h e i r i n f l u e n c e t o fettle a l l differences, a n d 
4 1 to fecure to the p e o p l e f u r t h e r i n l a n d a 
4 4 free paffage to the r i v e r ' s m o u t h . F o r 
4 4 f o m e years pai l : there h a v e been n o w a r s 
4 4 i n his p a r t , b u t a lmoft a l l the flaves f o l d 
4 4 there have been b r o u g h t d o w n f r o m the 
4 4 c o u n t r y f u r t h e r u p . " 

*4 T h e fame c h i e f m e n t i o n e d that i t w a s 
4 4 n o t u n c o m m o n f o r h e a d - m e n , w h e n t h e y 
4 4 w a n t e d goods f r o m the f lave-factories , to 
4 4 g ive a h i n t to t h e i r w i v e s to encourage 
4 4 f o m e o f the nat ives to c o m m i t a d u l t e r y , 
4 4 w h o i f t h e y fe l l i n t o the fnare , w e r e t h e n 
4 4 f o l d to the flave-factory o n the a c c u f a t i o n 

4 4 o f thefe w o m e n . " 
4 4 T w o n a t i v e flave-traders w h o polfefs a 

4 4 c o n i i d e r a b l e i h a r e o f i n t e l l i g e n c e , h a v e 
4 4 been w i t h u s . T h e y i n f o r m e d us that 
4 4 k i d n a p p i n g was a genera l p r a c t i c e 4 a m o n g 
4 4 the b u m - m e n b y w h i c h t h e y m e a n thofe 
1 4 w h o l i v e i n the i n t e r i o r : that i t w a s n o 
4 4 u n u f u a l t h i n g f o r the i n h a b i t a n t s o f the 
4 4 coalf to t r a v e l back i n t o the c o u n t r y , a n d 
4 4 l ie i n w a i t i n the. w o o d s f o r a n y d r a g g l i n g 

4 v p e o p l e . 
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" p e o p l e . T h e y f a i d , that a l m o f t a l l the 

" flaves b r o u g h t f r o m a d i f tance , w e r e t a k e n 
rt e i ther b y force o r f r a u d , " 

A f t e r fo m a n y v a r i o u s a n d i n d e p e n d e n t 

p r o o f s o f the n a t u r e o f the Slave T r a d e , a n d 

o f that h o r r i b l e d e f o l a t i o n w h i c h i t has fpread 

o n e v e r y f ide , it c a n n o t be v e r y neceffary t o 

b r i n g f o r w a r d a n y a d d i t i o n a l a n d i n d i v i d u a l 

facts i n o r d e r to f u r n i f h f u r t h e r t e f t i m o n y o f 

t h e fame k i n d . T h e f o l l o w i n g f t o r y h a p ­

p e n s , h o w e v e r , to af ford a n inf tance o f t h e 

p r a c t i c e o f k i d n a p p i n g at S i e r r a L e o n e , o f 

too i n t e r e f t i n g a nature to be o m i t t e d . 

T h e P r o p r i e t o r s m a y recol lect that o f t h e 

N o v a Scotians w h o have m i g r a t e d to S i e r r a 

L e o n e , i t has been obferved that f o m e w e r e 

o r i g i n a l l y i n h a b i t a n t s o f A f r i c a , a n d that a 

great p r o p o r t i o n o f thefe w e r e , a c c o r d i n g to 

t h e i r o w n a c c o u n t , k i d n a p p e d i n t h e i r i n ­

f a n c y . It has been f o u n d that three o f t h e i r 

n u m b e r w e r e f u r n i f h e d f r o m parts n o t v e r y 

far d i f tant f r o m S i e r r a L e o n e ; o n e o f thefe 

three w a s t a k e n f r o m S i e r r a L e o n e itfelf , as 

he u f e d to m e n t i o n w h e n f a i l i n g t h i t h e r o n 

h i s r e t u r n . W h e n he l a n d e d , he f o u n d 

h i m f e l f n e a r l y o n the fpot f r o m w h e n c e he 

h a d been c a r r i e d off, a n d p o i n t e d to a p a r ­

t i c u l a r part, o f the b e a c h , w h e r e , as h e r e ­

lates, a w o m a n l a i d h o l d o n h i m , he b e i n g 

t h e n a b o y , a n d f o l d h i m to a n A m e r i c a n 

f lave- fhip i n the r i v e r . T h e i n t e r v a l o f h i s 

abfence h a d b e e n about fifteen years . H e 

reco l lec ted the w a y to h is n a t i v e t o w n , w h i c h 

w a s 



w a s o n l y t w o or three m i l e s diftant', but he 

felt , f o r a t i m e at leaft, fo great a dread o f 

p a r t i n g f r o m the b o d y o f h is c o m p a n i o n s , 

that he d e l a y e d m a k i n g a n e x p e d i t i o n t h i t h e r . 

A n u m b e r o f N o v a S c o t i a n s , o f w h o m 

t h i s m a n was o n e , w e r e H a n d i n g together 

a m o n g t h e i r tents, n o t l o n g after t h e i r a r r i ­

v a l , w h e n a b o d y o f nat ives , l e d b y c u r i -

o l 'uy , c a m e d o w n to fee the fe t t lement . A n 

e l d e r l y w o m a n o f the p a r t y was obferved b y 

f o m e o f the fettlers to have h e r a t t e n t i o n 

a r r c f i e d , a n d v e r y p e c u l i a r e m o t i o n s e x c i t e d 

w h e n e v e r m e c o u l d o b t a i n a v i e w o f the face 

o f th is N o v a S c o t i a n : fhe was h e a r d to ut ter 

f o m e w o r d s i n h e r nat ive t o n g u e to her c o m ­

p a n i o n s w i t h m u c h a g i t a t i o n , a n d at l e n g t h 

f u l l y r e c o g n i z i n g h i s c o u n t e n a n c e , fhe r a n 

u p to h i m a n d e m b r a c e d h i m : fhe p r o v e d t o 

be his o w n m o t h e r . It was learnt o n i n q u i r y 

that h is f u h e r was n o w dead : the parents 

h a d n e v e r been able to d i feover the f m a l l e i l 

trace o f t h e i r c h i l d , w h o m t h e y h a d g i v e n u p 

f o r loft ; n o r does it appear i n d e e d that a n y 

means o f d i f c o v c t y w e r e afforded t h e m . T h e 

w o m a n w h o ftole h i m r e m a i n s a l together 

u n k n o w n , a n d the i m p u n i t y o f the c a p t a i n 

o f the i l a v c - f h i p , e v e n i f he w e r e k n o w n , is 

but too o b v i o u s : n o r is it not to be f u p p o f e d , 

that e v e n i f the k i d n a p p e r h a d been k n o w n 

b y the c h i l d that was k i d n a p p e d , the r e ­

d e m p t i o n o f the c h i l d f r o m f i a v c r y , a n d t h e 

confequent p u n i f h m e n t o f the k i d n a p p e r , 

w o u l d h a v e been at a l l f o r w a r d e d . H a v i n g 

once 



o n c e fecured h e r p r e y a n d c o m m i t t e d it to 

the h o l d o f a flave-ihip, n o d i l c o v e r y feems 

after that t i m e t o have been p o i l i b l e : fhe h a d 

n o t h i n g f u r t h e r to fear, unlefs i n d e e d i u c h a 

n u m b e r o f e x t r a o r d i n a r y events f h o u l d c o n c u r , 

as that o f the c h i l d ' s e m a n c i p a t i n g h i m f e l f , m 

the fn-ft p lace , b y r u n n i n g a w a y at the p e r i l 

o f his l i fe f r o m h i s m a l f e r , that o f his re­

t u r n i n g t h e n to the v e r y fpot i n A f r i c a f r o m 

w h e n c e he h a d been t a k e n , a n d laft ly that o f 

h i s f i n d i n g out a n d f e i z i n g a n d g i v i n g e v i ­

dence again ft a n d c o n v i c t i n g , the p e r f o n w h o 

h a d f o l d h i m i n t o f lavery . J n the prefent 

in f tance , t h o u g h fo v e r y r e m a r k a b l e a o n e , 

o n l y a p a r t o f thefe c i rcumftances are f o u n d . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s c a n n o t forbear o b f e r v i n g that 

this i n c i d e n t affords an i l l u f t r a t i o n o f the 

nature o f the S lave T r a d e , w h i c h appl ies 

e q u a l l y to the cafe o f flaves k i d n a p p e d o n the 

coaft a n d o f thofe t a k e n f u r t h e r i n l a n d . 

H a v i n g f h e w n h o w S i e r r a L e o n e has h a d 

h e r t o w n s l a i d waf tc , a n d h e r i n h a b i t a n t 

o c c a f t o n a l l y c a r r i e d o l f t h r o u g h the v a r i o u s 

e n o r m i t i e s o f the S lave T r a d e , o n the other-

h a n d it m a y be n o t i c e d , that h e r m o u u . a i . -

h a v e g a i n e d a n o c c a l i o n a l a c c e l l i o n o f i n ­

habitants t h r o u g h the fame u n n a t u r a l traffic ; 

a n a c c e l l i o n i n d e e d , as the fubfequcnt account 

w i l l f h e w , o f a f e w f o r l o r n a n d m i l or able 

be ings , w h o m the S lave T r a d e has taught to 

take refuge i n h e r h e i g h t s , a n d to d r e a d the 

v e r y f ight o f t h e i r f e l l o w - c r e a t u r e s . 

" A b o u t 



a A b o u t five o r fix years a g o , a D a n i f h 

" veffel l y i n g at a n c h o r i n the m o u t h o f 

" S i e r r a L e o n e r i v e r , w a s cut o f f b y t h e 

*' flaves : the h e a d - m a n o f the n e i g h b o u r i n g 

* l m o r e o n w h i c h t h e y l a n d e d , h a p p e n i n g t o 

" f a v o u r t h e i r efcape, t h e y m a d e t h e i r w a y 

" to the m o u n t a i n s , a n d there t h e y b u i l t 

" themfelves a t o w n , at the f u p p o f e d di f tance 

** o f f o u r o r f ive m i l e s f r o m F r e e t o w n , i n 

" w h i c h t h e y ftill ref ide. T h e i r j e a l o u f y o f 

*' ftrangers is h o w e v e r fa id to be f u c h , that 

*' t h e y do n o t p e r m i t t h e m to a p p r o a c h , a n d 
u that t h e y e v e n w a t c h the avenues o f t h e i r 

" r e t r e a t . " S u c h is t h e fubftance o f the i n ­

t e l l i g e n c e o n th is fubject o b t a i n e d f r o m the 

f o n o f a conf iderable c h i e f , to w h o m the 

C o m p a n y are i n d e b t e d for feveral o t h e r pieces 

o f i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h h a v e been q u o t e d . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s l e a r n f r o m f o m e v e r y recent 

a c c o u n t s , that i n confequence o f the above i n ­

t i m a t i o n , t w o fervants o f the C o m p a n y have 

m a d e a n e x p e d i t i o n to the place o f r e i i d e n c e 

o f thefe p e o p l e , w h i c h is t e r m e d the Defer ter ' s 

T o w n . T h e y fucceeded i n g e t t i n g i n t o the 

t o w n w i t h o u t a n y p a r t i c u l a r m o l c f t a t i o n , a n d 

t h e y have authent icated the c h i e f facts w h i c h 

have been ftated. T h e y learnt a l fo , that 

w h e n this b o d y o f r u n a w a y flaves firft eftab-

l i l h e d themfelves o n the m o u n t a i n s , t h e y 

w e r e about one h u n d r e d i n n u m b e r , b u t that 

t h e y are n o w r e d u c e d to about e i g h t y , p a r t l y 

b y deaths a n d p a r t l y alfo b y k i d n a p p i n g . 

A n o t h e r diftrefsful f l o r y refulting out o f 

th is 



t h i s event r e m a i n s t o be added. I t appears 

that a c o m p l a i n t w a s pre ferred againft t h e 

h e a d m a n w h o f a v o u r e d the efcape o f thefe 

flaves, a n d the great m u l a t t o trader a l r e a d y 

f p o k e n o f is fa id to h a v e been the p e r f o n b e ­

f o r e w h o m the q u e f t i o n w a s t r i e d . It is c o m ­

m o n l y fuppofed that t h e c o m p l a i n a n t t o o k 

the p r e c a u t i o n o f f e l l i n g h i s chance o f f o r ­

fe i ture f o r a m o d e r a t e f u m to the j u d g e , b e ­

f o r e the t r i a l c a m e o n : c e r t a i n i t is that t h e 

j u d g m e n t g i v e n w a s , that the h e a d - m a n w i t h 

a l l h i s g e n e r a t i o n (that i s , a l l the people l i v i n g 

i n h i s t o w n ) i h o u l d be f o l d f o r flaves ; a n d 

as m a n y o f thefe as c o u l d be c a u g h t w e r e 

f o l d a c c o r d i n g l y . T h e h e a d - m a n i n d e e d w a s 

fpared, after h a v i n g been f o m e t i m e a p r i f o n e r , 

a n d l ives at prefent n o t far f r o m F r e e t o w n . 

T h e D i r e c t o r s have n o w c o n c l u d e d that 

part o f t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h appl ies to the 

p e r i o d antecedent to the f o r m a t i o n o f the 

c o l o n y . T h e y w i l l n e x t p r o c e e d to the r e ­

l a t i o n o f a n u m b e r o f events o f a m o r e recent 

date ; a n d t h e y w i l l l l i e w f irft , b y a v a r i e t y 

o f facts, w h a t thofe fources have been f r o m 

w h i c h the Slave T r a d e has been f u p p l i e d d u ­

r i n g the laft t w o years , fo far as refpedts the 

n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f S i e r r a L e o n e . T h e v a r i o u s 

e v i l s i n t e r w o v e n i n the trade, the p r i v a t e 

m i f e r y w h i c h it has caufed, the d r u n k e n n c i s 

i t has i n t r o d u c e d , a n d the fcenes o f b l o o d 

t o w h i c h i t has o c c a l i o n a l l y g i v e n rife, w i l l 

a l l 



a l l appear i n the f u r t h e r progrefs o f t h i s 

d e t a i l . 

T h e firft q u o t a t i o n that w i l l be g i v e n , af­

fords a n inf tance o f one o f the lefs a t roc ious 

m o d e s o f r e d u c i n g people to i l a v e r y i n A f r i c a , 

a n d recites a c o n v e r f a t i o n w i t h a H a v e - c a p t a i n 

o f the better fort . 

" F e b r u a r y 1 7 9 3 . A n a t i v e o f f o m e c o n -

" fequence a p p l i e d to the g o v e r n o r f o r h i s 
4 4 afliftance i n g e t t i n g his d a u g h t e r r e d e e m e d , 
4 4 w h o had j n f t been fe ized b y a p e r f o n to 

4 4 w h o m the n a t i v e o w e d f o m e m o n e y , a n d 
< 4 f o l d to a ftave-fhip l y i n g of f F r e e t o w n . 

*4 T h e g o v e r n o r i n confequence w e n t to t h e 

*4 H a v e - c a p t a i n , a n d m a d e h i m a n offer c i t h e r 
4 4 o f goods o r m o n e y , as the pr ice o f h e r r e -
4 4 d e m p t i o n ; but the l l a v c - c a p t a i n re fufed 
4 4 to take c i t h e r the one or the o t h e r , o b -
4 4 f e r v i n g that Haves w e r e n o w dif f icult to be 

*' g o t , a n d m u f t n o t e a i i l y be parted w i t h . 
4 4 H e f a i d , that fince the g i r l feemed t o be 
4 4 a f a v o u r i t e , he o u g h t , i f he gave h e r u p , 

4 4 to have b y r ights t w o Haves i n r e t u r n ; 
4 4 but that he w o u l d c o n f e n t , h o w e v e r , as a 
4 4 c o m p l i m e n t to the g o v e r n o r , to let h e r 
4 4 be t a k e n back , i n c o n l i d c r a t i o n o f h e r b e i n g 
4 4 rep laced b y one p r i m e Have. H e a d d e d , 
4 4 that the father o f the g i r l h a d been o n 

•4 b o a r d o f h is fiiip the fame m o r n i n g , i n 
4 4 o r d e r to fee h is c h i l d , that he was prefent 
4 4 at the i n t e r v i e w , a n d that he h a d been 
4 4 m u c h affected at the c o n c e r n i h e w n o n 

1 4 4 b o t h fides; b u t he r e m a r k e d a g a i n t h a t 
4 4 Haves 



" flaves w e r e fcarce. T h e g o v e r n o r , u n d e r 

" a l l the c i r c u m f t a n c e s o f the cafe, c o u l d n o t 

" inter fere a n y f a r t h e r . T h e fa ther w e n t o f f 

" h o w e v e r i n queft o f a flave, w h i c h h e 
i f feems n o t t o have been able eaf i ly t o p r o - . 

" c u r e ; f o r he d i d n o t r e t u r n t i l l a v e r y l o n g 

" t i m e after, w h e n the f h i p was g o n e . 1 ' 

T h e t w o f o l l o w i n g ftories f u r n i f h t w o 

n e a r l y f i m i l a r inftances o f the m o d e i n w h i c h , 

t h e chiefs dec ide i n fuppofed cafes o f a d u l t e r y 

b e t w e e n t h e i r w i v e s a n d the i n f e r i o r nat ives : 

the f o r m e r cafe, i n w h i c h the p r o c e e d i n g i s 

m o r e m i l d , defcribes the c o n d u c t o f a n A f r i c a n 

c h i e f ; the latter, i n w h i c h the j u f t i c e w a s 

m o r e f u i n m a r y , that o f a n E u r o p e a n c h i e f 

w h o has p u t o n A f r i c a n m a n n e r s . 

— — " A n a t i v e w a s b r o u g h t t o m e b y 
< c o n e o f o u r f chool -maf ters , w h o i m p l o r e d 

" o u r p r o t e c t i o n , h a v i n g j u f t efcaped f r o m 

" the h a n d s o f the c h i e f o f the neareft t o w n 

" to us , w r h o , as he f a i d , h a d p u t h i m i n t o 

" c o n f i n e m e n t a n d threatened to fe l l h i m , 

" o n a c h a r g e o f a d u l t e r y w i t h one o f h i s 
M w i v e s , unlefs he w o u l d p a y d o w n a c e r t a i n 
c f f u m , w h i c h i t w a s o u t o f h i s p o w e r t o 
i c c o m m a n d : the m a n c u r f e d the H a v e - f a c t o r y 

" as the caufe o f a l l h is m i f e r y , a n d dec lared 

" h i m f e l f i n n o c e n t o f the c h a r g e . " T h e 

p r i n c i p a l p o i n t here t o be n o t i c e d i s , that 

t h e c h i e f , o r h e a d - m a n , w h o threatened to 

fell the n a t i v e , acted i n th is cafe b y h i s o w n 

f m g l c a u t h o r i t y , a n d , l i k e feveral o t h e r chiefs 

w h o w i l l be m e n t i o n e d , feems n o t to h a v e 

n been 



been amenable to a n y f u p e r i o r o n a c c o u n t of* 

the j u d g m e n t he m i g h t g i v e i n th is o r a n y 

f i m i l a r caufe, b e t w e e n h i m f e l f a n d the p e o p l e 

o f the t o w n b e l o n g i n g to h i m . 

T h e cafe b e t w e e n the n a t i v e a n d the E u r o -

p e a n is as f o l l o w s : — 1 4 A n a t i v e o f S i e r r a 

" L e o n e w h o has l i v e d a great m a n y y e a r s 

" as a g r u m e t t a , o r free l a b o u r e r , at a n e i g h -

" b o u r i n g E u r o p e a n H a v e - f a c t o r y , has b e e n 

" f o l d o n the g r o u n d o f h i s h a v i n g c o m -

*' m i t t e d a d u l t e r y w i t h o n e o f t h e E u r o p e a n 

" Have- factor ' s w i v e s . T h e E u r o p e a n flave-
M f a c t o r l o l d h i m to a f lave- fh ip , a v o w i n g t h i s 
4 ( to be h i s r e a f o n , w i t h o u t e v e n the f o r m o f 

** a t r i a l . " F i v e w h i t e m e n , a n d a v a r i e t y o f 

nat ives a l fo , are m e n t i o n e d as c o m p e t e n t w i t -

nelfes o f th is c i r c u m f t a n c e , to w h i c h f o m e 

f u r t h e r reference w i l l be made hereafter. 

A ftriking f p e c i m e n o f A f r i c a n j u f t i c e is 

af forded b y the f o l l o w i n g fhort a n d a p p a r e n t l y 

w e l l a u t h e n t i c a t e d ftory. 

" O n o n e o f the r i v e r s neareft to u s , 

* f there is a t o w n , w h e r e a k i n g o r c h i e f r e -

" f ides, a n d w h e r e a n E u r o p e a n alfo l i v e s 

" w h o keeps a H a v e - f a c t o r y . T h e k i n g 

*' h a v i n g got d r u n k ' o n e d a y , t a l k e d o f flog-

" g i n g the f l a v c - f i c l o r : t h e p e o p l e o f t h e 

" k i n g w e r e a c c o r d i n g l y p r o c e e d i n g to d o i t , 

" a n d w o u l d have actually f u l f i l l e d t h e i r i n -

** t e n t i o n , i f the n a v e - f a c t o r h a d not c fcaped 

'* to h is o w n h o u f e a n d b a r r i c a d e d i t . W h e n 

*4 the k i n g g r e w fober the Have-factor d e -
M m a n d e d f a t i s f i c t i o n ; upon w h i c h the k i n g , 

« i n 



( i i 5 ) 

" i i i order to conciliate h i m after what had 
*' pafled, fold h i m two of his people." 

T h e fubfequent quotation iurnifhes fome 
ftrong evidence o f the very general drunken-
nefs which has been introduced among the 
chiefs and men of influence on the coaft : 
the natural alliance fubfifting between drunk-
ennefs and the Slave-Trade, and their mutual 
influence on each other, , w i l l here alfo be 
again exhibited, 

" Six or fevcn of the native chiefs, 
" from all the neareft towns, came to renew 
" their applications for rum : their perfeve-
*' ranee is aftoniJhing. B y way of forcing 
" us into a compliance w i t h their rcqucft, 
" one of them obferved, that i f we w o u l d 
" not give h i m liquor he fhould apply to 
l i the 1 hive-factory, and i l iould take his bro-
" ther thither for a pawn. Howeve r , even 
M this had no effect; the Governor continued 
" f i rm, and at the fame time endeavoured to 
" explain to them the motives of his refufal. 
u T h e y then faid that there was no palaver 
** (that is, no caufe of quarrel) but they were 
" evidently chagrined. H a v i n g however 
" partaken o f our dinner, they were brought 
" into tolerable humour, and I am in hopes 
*' that thefe applications for r u m w i l l at 
'* length ceafe." 

T h e fo l lowing accounts are given, as to 
the fubftance o f them, precifely as they are 
related to the Directors, i n whofe op in ion 
they are too important to be withheld. 

II 2 " I 



— — l t I muft mention Tome proceedings 
" o f a Bri t i fh commander i n this part, that 
" feem to me of a moft nefarious nature. 
H A number o f black mariners had been 
" hired to alTift i n navigating fome French 
" Ihips trading on this coaft : fix o f the fhips 
" have been captured, and the black failors 
" found on board, amounting to nineteen in 
" number, though they were free men, and 
" receiving wages, have been all Ibid for flaves, 
" erne mulatto chi ld only excepted. It is 
" painful to witnefs fuch horr id acts o f i n -
" juftice. W h y are not the French feamen 
" put up to auction i n the fame ignominious 
" manner? O r w h y is this difference be-
u tween black men and white ? T h e cap-
*' tured French failors were at war wi th us, 
** and they are not f o l d ; but the blacks are 
" all fent to the flavc-ficTory and fold at 
** public auction, together w i th the goods 
M that formed the cargo : one or two o f 
" them were free men of this neighbourhood, 
" and fome of them were not only free, but 
! i they are the fons o f chiefs; one of them 
" fon o f the k ing o f Sal lum. It is true the 
** Bri t i fh ilave-faclor who bought them, was 
t ( fo good as to fay that he would forbear to 

u fend them off the country, fo that their 
1 1 friends might redeem them whenlocver 
" they thought fit to fend other flaves i n 
" their room. I am difpofed to believe his 
*' profefhons, but at the fame time it is 
4 4 dreadful to think o f the contempt that is 

*' here 



" here fhewn to juftice. I wou ld not a l low 
M myfelf at firft to believe what I heard on 
*' this fubject-; but I Taw them knocked d o w n 
" myfelf, at the price o f about twenty pounds 
" a piece. 

" Another French fhip has been made 
l < a prize (by a different captor), and three 
** or four free natives found on board have 
" been fold to the neighbouring flave-fa&ory. 
" W e remonftrated w i th the captain w h o 
" took her, on the impropriety of felling free 
*' people. H e admitted it, but aid he muft 
" receive fome money for their ranfom, or 
" he could not think of parting w i t h them. 
" W e upon this offered h i m money, but he 
'* then faid N o , he muft have flaves i n their 
*' place, as he was i n want o f flaves, and 
t ( that they muft be four feet four inches 
«« h i g h . " 

Another inftancc is mentioned o f the fale 
o f feveral free women, who were found on 
board a F rench fhip that was captured, having 
having been left there as pledges. T h e cap­
tain of the Bri t i fh privateer who took the fhip 
was formerly a Have-trader. 

T h e free Africans fold by the feveral cap­
tors of the above mentioned French veffels, 
were moft of them eventually redeemed, being 
natives o f the neighbouring coaft. T h e cap­
tors however feem to have profited by their 
fale, and to have taken no part i n promoting 
their redemption. 

Th.Q Directors by no means think that the 
H j difguft 



difguft wh ich w i l l be raifed by the next flory 
w h i c h they mal l recite, is a fufficient reafon 
for wi thholding it ; cfpccially as another of 
the fources by which the Slave Trade is fop-
plied 1 w i th its vict ims, is exhibited at the end 
o f it. 

• ( t A grumetta, or free labourer, be-
'* longing to an European trader a little way 
" to the north, was accufed o f theft by his 
" matter. T h e labourer, according to the 
" fuperflitious cnflom of the country, de-
*' manded to be tried by the red water ; that 
" is, by dr inking a fpeeies o f water fufpecled 
" to be poifonous, the effect o f wh ich is fup-
" pofed to determine his innocence or guilt. 
" T h e Bri t i fh flave-trader after fome time 
** confented; the k i n g of the country was 
*' fummoned, and made his appearance to-
'* gethcr wi th all his family and attendants. 
" T h e common preliminaries being adjuifcd, 
" the poor man drank one draught of the 
" water, and then began to fwell ; prefently 
" afterwards he fell down dead, his belly 
** burfting. O n this the k i n g very folemnly 
" pronounced fenterice againft h i m , and then 
** proceeded to condemn all his family to 
4 < llavery. T h e y were feized, and afterwards 
?' fold. D u r i n g the trial two men wi th clubs 
w flood on each fide of the accufed, in order 

to be ready to knock out his brains as foon 
t l as thofe fymptoms produced by the red 
** water, to which the natives attach guilt , 
f* fjiould appear. T h e white flave-trader who 

u was 



" Was the matter o f this man, and agreed to 
this mode of t r ia l , is confidered very much 

" i n the light of an Afr ican chief among the 
" natives of this part." Four different e v i ­
dences o f this are mentioned. 

A l t h o u g h the proprietors are not yet pre­
pared, by any thing that has been faid i n this 
Report , to credit the degree of fuperflitious 
ignorance i n w h i c h the natives o f Af r i ca are 
held (a fubjec~t wh ich w i l l be treated here­
after) ; yet the fol lowing anecdote, bearing i n 
fome meafure on the Slave Trade, is here i n ­
troduced. 

. " A man in a neighbouring town has 
" been fold a little time ago, on the charge 
" of having changed himielf , by the help 
'* of witchcraft, into a leopard, and o f having 
" carried off, i n that fhape, fome fowls and 
** goats from the town o f the neareft chief 
«' to us." 

T h e fucceeding ftory may fervc to fhew 
the extreme horror wh ich fome of the natives 
feel at the thought of being fent into flavery. 

4 1 A native employed by us as a free 
*c mariner, went down on board our fhip 
4 4 Providence, to the river Sherbro: happen-
4 4 ing to fee fome rice come on board from 
4 4 the factory on ihore, whi le he could not 
4 4 difcover that any goods were given in ex-
4 4 change, he was feized wi th a dreadful fit 
4 4 o f terror, having taken up an idea that 
" there was an intention to fell h i m for a 
lc- flave, in barter for the goods, w h i c h were 
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*e taken into the fhip. A t the moment when 
" the factor from the fhore was ftepping on 
*• board, being full o f this perfuafion, he drew 
*' a knife and endeavoured to ftab h i m , but 
** having miffed his aim he leaped overboard. 
*' After fome difficulty he was recovered 
" out o f the water, and was afked the reafon 
" o f his conduct, w h i c h he explained i n the 
" way that has been juft mentioned. H e 
" continued ftill to mew the greateft fear, 
" and declared he would rather die than be 
" fold as a Have. A s it was fufpected that 
" he might have a fecret defign againft his 
" own life, his hands were bound, but i n 
** confequence o f his earneft intreaty, and 
" his promife to remain quiet, they were a 
" little whi le after loofed. W h e n midnight 
" came on he contrived to get into a canoe 
" alonghde the fhip, wh ich he cut away, and 
" then drifted down the ftream, t i l l he got 
" to a town at the river's mouth ; here he 
" was feized and put i n irons by the natives, 
" but on the captain's application to a chief 
" that is very friendly to us, he got his 
" liberty again. T h e idea of ilavery having 
" got entire poffcffion o f his brain, he foon 
" afterwards threw himfelf into the water, 
" and was given up for drowned. It proved 
'* that he once more got on fhore, and being 
** again recovered by the Company , he was 
" carried back in the fhip to Freetown, 
f* where he is now employed wi th in the 
\ s fettlement, It is thought by the phyficians 
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** that the terror of being made a Have mult 
" have overpowered h i m lb much, as to have 
M occafioncd i n h i m fome derangement o f 
" intellect, wh ich may occafionally return i n 
" fome fmall degree. H e feels now very 
" much attached to the Company , and happy 
" in their fervice : his friends fay that he 
** never experienced the fmalleft diforder i n 
" his mind before this fright happened." 

T h e fol lowing quotations throw fome ad­
ditional light on the nature of the Slave 
Trade , and coming from an immediate w i t -
nefs o f the fcenes wh ich are defcribed, can­
not fail to intereft the Proprietors. T h e 
dates of thefe feveral occurrences were v a ­
rious. 

" I have been to day for fome time 
" on board a large flave-fhip i n the river, 
" wh ich had taken i n two hundred and fifty 
" flaves ; the men were chained together i n 
" pairs by the hand and foot, the women 
" were kept apart. T h e young Haves ap-
" peared cheerful and l ively, but the old 
" ones fhewed themfelves to be much caff 
f* down . A t the approach of meal-time they 
** are obliged to fet up a fhout, and they 
" are made to clap their hands for exercife, 
" immediately before they begin to eat. I 
" was prelent when this was done, and could 
" fee lhame and indignation in the coun-
" tenances of thofe who were more ad-
" vanced in years. One woman, who fpoke 
ft a little Engl i fh , begged o f me to carry her 
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** back to S i ena L e o n e : me faid that me 
u was a native o f the oppofitc fhore o f the 
** r iver to Freetown, that her huiband had 

fold her i n order to pay his debts, and 
" that (he had left a chi ld behind h e r : at 
** the mention o f the chi ld fhe wept ." 

— . " I was this morn ing again o n 
* c board a flave-veffcl ; there was a woman 
*' on deck w h o had been newly fold, and 
w fhe feemed to have been fhedding tears;. 
** I afked her the reafon o f her f o r r o w ; fhe 
** pointed to Iter breads, from which the 
*-* m i l k was Sowing , and intimated that fhe 
tt had been torn from her infant, whi le it 
**• was yet unweancd. T h e captain alio i n -

formed me that this was the cafe. She 
*** Tras from one o f the neareft towns to us : 
4 t fhe faid that fhe had been fold on accoutre 

o f her being fancy to the queen or hcad-
**• woman i n i t . " 

. 4 i In wa lk ing through the neigh-
* homing flave-yard, I faw a man about 
tt thirty-five years old i n i rons : he was a 
4 t Mahometan , and could read and wri te 
4 t Arab ic . H e was occafionally noify ; fome-
t L times he wou ld i i n g a melancholy fong, 
t c > then he wou ld utter an earned prayer, 
** and then perhaps for a time he w o u l d 
c t obferve a dead hlcnce. I afked the reafon 
< c of this ftrange conduct, and learned that 
*c it was i n confeqwence o f his ftrong feel-
*' ings on his having been juft pur, for the 
u nrit time, in irons : 1 believe he had be-
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* gun to wear them only the day before, 
* A s we palfed he cried aloud to us, and 
" endeavoured to hold up his irons to our 
a v iew, wh ich he flruck wi th his hand in a 
" very exprefhve manner, the tear flatting 
" in his eye. H e feemed by his manner to 
4 4 be demanding the caufe o f his conline-
" merit." 

4 4 T h e captain o f an American flave-fhip 
4 4 has been telling us that he loft a very fine 
" Have a few days ago by the folks. T h e 
4 4 fo l lowing were his words, as nearly as I 
4 4 can recollect. T h e man (he faid) was 
4 4 a Mahometan , and uncommonly wel l 
" made, and he looked to me as i f he had 
4 4 been fome perfon o f confequencc. W h e n 
4 4 he firft came on board he was verv much 
" caft down, but on finding that I allowed 
4 4 h i m to walk at large, he got a little more 
4 4 reconciled to the fhip. W h e n the number 
4 4 of my flaves grew to be fuch that I could 
4 4 not let them have their liberty any longer, 
4 4 I put this man in irons like the reft, and 
4 4 upon this his fpirits funk down again to 
4 4 fuch a degree that he never recovered it. 
4 4 H e complained of a pain at his heart, and 
4 4 would not eat. The iifual means were tried 
4 4 wi th h i m , but it feemed all in vain , for 
4 4 he continued to reject food altogether, ex-
4 4 cept when I myfelf flood by and made 
4 4 h i m eat. I offered h i m fome o f the heft 
1 4 things i n the fhip, and left no method u n -
f4 tried wi th h i m , for I had fet m y heart on 
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" faving h i m . I am perfuaded he wou ld 
4 4 have brought me three hundred dollars i n 
" the Weft Indies ; but nothing wou ld fuc-
" ceed. H e faid from the firft that he was 
*« determined to die, and accordingly fo he 
" d id after l ingering for the fpace of nine 
•* days. I aifure y o u , gentlemen, I felt very 
4 4 forry on the occafion, for I dare fay I l o l l 
4 4 three hundred dollars by his death, and 
4 4 to fuch a man as me that is a very heavy 
" lofs." 

T h e two fol lowing dialogues w i l l exhibit , 
m a ftill ftranger point o f v i ew , the manner 
i n wh ich the enormities that have juft been 
charged on the Slave Trade are plainly ac­
knowledged on the coaft, and fomctimes even 
by the perpetrators themfelves. T h e y w i l l 
alfo tend to flicw in what manner thofe E u ­
ropeans who are become familiar w i th the 
iniquitous leenes commonly going on i n 
Af r i ca , have been brought to tolerate them 
i n their minds, and to accommodate their 
feelings to them j how completely they have 
loft fight of every real principle of juftice, 
and have learnt to fubftitute a morality of 
their o w n , to wh ich they attach a certain 
degree of credit, wh ich however evidently 
amounts to nothing higher than a difavowal 
of fome horrible enormities, and is i n fact: 
Only a more deliberate and effectual fyftem 
o f injuftice, cruelty, and opprefTion. 

4 4 T h e fo l lowing is the fubftance of a con-
\\ verfation which I have been hold ing w i t h 
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** an Engl i fh flave-factor, who has been l i v i ng 
" for fome years a little way to the fouth, 
% 4 and has had full opportunity of acquainting 
u himfelf w i t h all the practices of the Slave 
4 4 T r a d e . T h e flave-factor having fpoken 
*4 of the late mulatto trader (the fame perfon 
u o f whofe ravages the Proprietors have 
4 4 heard fo much) i n rather i t rong and fa -
** vourable terms, having mentioned h i m as 
" a very gentleman-like, well-educated, fen-
4 4 fible, and relpcctable k i n d o f man, I was 
M induced to afk, i n the progrefs of the con-
4 1 verfation, whether he had not been gui l ty 
< 4 o f many exeeffes all around his o w n neigh-
" bourhood." 4 4 Exeeffes ! N o . H e 
4 4 would make war fometimes on the head-
4 4 men that owed h i m money, and would 
4 4 fell fome of their people i n order to pay 
4 4 himfelf, i f he could catch them ; but this 
4 4 was only when he had fome j lift debts that 
4 4 were unfatisfied : or he might perhaps 
4 4 carry off the inhabitants o f a town, when 
4 4 the k ing or father o f it gave h i m per-
4 4 miffion, he having firft bought from the 
4 4 k i n g an exprefs authority to take them. 
4 4 H e was a good man on the whole, and a 
44 man of humanity : for he by no means fhed 
4 4 all the blood he might , nor did he always 
4 4 fell every one of thofe he had a right to 
4 4 fell. For inftance, there is the chief n o w 
4 4 l iv ing near Freetown, w h o was adjudged 
4 4 to be his property as we l l as all his gene-
4 4 ration ; but the chief himfelf has never 
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C £ yet been fold, wh ich is to be looked upo'rt 
" as a mere acl: of forbearance i n the mulatto 
" trader ; I confider the fentence however to 
« be ffill i n force againfl h i m . " " D i d 
" not the mulatto trader order an attack on 
u the neighbouring i l land, on which occafion 
" the proprietor of it was kil led i n defending 
" himfelf ; and is it not confidered by the 
" furviving friends of the proprietor that this 
*' attack was an act o f great injuftiee V 
, T h e proprietor we l l deferved to be at-

" tacked, for there is reafon to think he was 
*' at that very time intending to attack the 
" mulatto trader." " I underftand that 
" this affair is by no means over, and that. 
" the fucceffors o f this proprietor intend to 
" retaliate on the fucceffors o f the mulatto 
" chief, when they have an opportunity."-— 
" I believe they do, but it i l l becomes them 
u to call i n queftion the conduct o f the 
" mulatto chief, for they fhould conlider how 
" much worfe things their own f i thcr ufed 
*• to do. I w i l l give y o u a fpeeimen of his 
u proceedings. T h e old man has been k n o w n 
t r to fail up a river wi th fome large craft fo!-
" l owing h i m , and to land at a considerable 
" town under a great fhew of friendfhip. 
" H a v i n g called the head-men and all the 
" people together, he has made them a 
" fpeech, remarking how very ihamefully 
" they had been ufed by all former traders-, 
u and al luring them that he was come to do 
" them good, and to trade fairly wi th them as 
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f w i th friends and brothers. He has fre^t 
1 4 told them, that, as a proof o f his f r iend-
" fhip, he has brought a puncheon or two 
4 4 o f rum w i t h h i m , w h i c h he has then 
4 4 opened and invited them to fit round and 
1 1 drink. O n the approach o f night, when 
4 4 he has got them thoroughly intoxicated, 
1 1 he has given the fignal to his people in the 
4 4 craft, who have come up and fecured alt 
4 4 the party i n fetters and carried them d o w n 
4 4 to the river's mouth, where he has fold 
1 4 every one o f them that was wor th p m -
** chafing, to fome flave-fhip that was all the 
4 4 whi le i n wait ing. M a n y other things o f 
4 4 this k ind ufed to be done by this o ld pro* 
4 4 prietor. But as to the mulatto trader, he 
1 4 never d id fuch things as thefe ; he would 
4 4 never ufe treachery, neither would he 
* l attack a town without having reafon for 
4 4 i t ; but the other man ufed to plunder 
4 4 without diff incfion." " Docs the fuc-
4 4 ceflbr o f the mulatto trader take the fame 
4 4 means of recovering debts as his prcde-
1 4 celfor did ?" 4 4 N6$ he is too eofy." 
4 4 Is it not an unpleafant thing to carry on • 
4 4 trade fo full o f enormities as you defcribe 
4 4 the Slave Trade to be?" ?' It is no 
4 4 doubt a bad trade, but it is very profitable. 
4 4 1 hate it, and wou ld get out o f it to-mor-
4 4 row it I knew o f another line i n which I 
4 4 could get the fame money . " 

T h e converfation that follows, though not 
altogether unlike the former i n its fl i le, refers 
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to fome different points, and is one o f a 
much more fhamelefs k ind . It occurred w i th 
a flave-captain on the coaft, of w h o m h o w ­
ever it fhould be obferved that he certainly 
furpaffes moft of his brethren i n effrontery 
and cruelty of difpofition. T h e effects pro­
duced by the Slave Trade on the minds o f 
Europeans, w h i c h nothing can Ihew more 
clearly than the recital of thefe dialogues, 
conftitute a consideration of fuch great i m ­
portance i n the opinion o f the Directors, 
as to outweigh every objection to the quo­
tation of them. 

'* A flave-veffel, w h i c h has been 
M wai t ing fome time in the neighbouring 
•* river for her loading o f flaves, arrived 
** here. T h e captain has been complaining 
'* bitterly of his tedious detention, and i n 
** the courfe of the converfation he went the 
'* length of obferving, that i f he had been 
< 4 wel l manned he would not have allowed 
" the trader wi th w h o m he had been deal-
" ing , to detain h im as he had done. F o r 
M (faid he) there was a large town directly 
** oppolite the place where my veffel lay, 
•* and i f m y hands on board had been fuf-
4 4 ficient I would have carried oft" fome o f 
" the people. 1 aiked h i m , whether taking 
'* away the people, i n that manner, was a 
" common t h i n g : O not at all uncommon 
" (replied he) we do thefe things every day 
M on the G o l d Coaft, we call it panyaring. 
'* I f a native in that part is not fo fpeedy as 
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f he fhould be i n his payments, y o u man 
* your boats towards the dufk of the even-
' i ng , and bid your failors go up to any 
' town that is rather near, where they catch 
' as many people as they can, no matter 
1 whether it be your debtor's town or not. 
1 I f your debt be large, it may be neceifary 
* to catch two towns ; after this, your 
1 debtor w i l l very foon complete his number 
* of flaves." " But what i f he fhould 
1 not ?" " W h y then we carry our 
* prifoners away, to be fure." " But is 
* this proper V " Necefhty has no law ; 
1 belides, panyaring is country l a w . " 
' D i d you ever recover debts in this man-
' ner »" A y e , many a time, and I 
* hope to do fo aga in : I wifh we had the 
' fame law here that they have on the G o l d 
* Coaft, or that the old mulatto trader was 
' alive ; he was a line fellow to do bufmefs 
' w i t h , he would never caufe any delay to 
* any one. But as to the prefent man he is 
' { afraid to make a haul of the people, as the 
' man before h i m ufed to do : he wants a 
' proper fpir i t ." 1 afked h i m afterwards 

r« how he contrived wi th his ilender crew 
: < to keep a proper guard over his Haves. 
u I take good care, faid he, that they never 
" fliall do me an injury, for I put them all 
u i n leg-irons. A n d i f leg-irons be not 
" enough, w h y then I handcuff them. If 
" handcuffs are too little, I put a collar 
u round their neck, wi th a chain fattened 
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4 t to i t , wh ich is locked to a ringbolt in the 
*' deck. I f one chain be not lufficient, I 
" put two, and i f two wont do, I put three : 
** you may truft me for that.'* 

*? Towards the end of our converfation, 
*• he very gravely affured me that he had 
" never k n o w n any acts of cruelty committed 

in the Slave Trade . " " But are not 
*' thefe things cruelties ?" " O no, thefe 
rt are not cruelties, they are matters o f 
*' courfe ; there is no carrying on the trade 
" without fuch things as thefe." 

T h a t the Slave Trade has not unfrequently 
iffucd i n the fudden deftrucYion of thofe i m ­
mediately engaged in it, and that no fe-
verities can operate to the certain prevention 
of thefe dreadful evils, the fo l lowing accounts 
of the cutting off of Have-fhips, w h i c h have 
all been furnifhed from the neighbourhood 
of Sierra Leone , and are moft of them very 
recent cafes, w i l l fuflicicntly teftify. 

• *—• " I have juft heard that an A m e r i -
( < can brig, commanded by Captain , 
" who I understand was outlawed in L n g -
" land, has been cut off by the flaves, feven 
" or eight leagues to the northward of Cape 
*' Sierra Leone. A fingle Have having armed 

himfelf w i th an axe began the attack, 
" rufhed into the cabin, and laid open the 
«' captain's face and breaft; he alfo wounded 
•* a paffenger who was on board very fe-
** verelv ; as the feamen made no refiftance 

1 1 they 



" they were permitted to go of f . in the boat, 
" carrying the wounded people away wi th 
" them. T h e captain died. T h e flave-fhip 
*' was retaken by a L ive rpoo l veffel, after 
" an encounter i n w h i c h fome of the flaves 
" were k i l l e d . " 

T h e fo l lowing account o f a very defperate 
ftruggle on board a flave-fhip, forms part of a 
coniidcrable detail o f occurrences wh ich do 
not altogether bear on the prefent fubject. It 
is but candid to obferve that the war w h i c h 
w i l l here be fpoken of, a war indeed o f a 
moft extraordinary and perhaps unprecedented 
k i n d , appears i n no refpect to have arifen 
out of the Slave Trade. T h e dangers attend­
ing this traffic are however ftrongly evinced 
by the ftory wh ich w i l l be given. 

• " I have got considerable light 
" into the hiftory of M a h a d y , the famous 
" Mahometan prophet, w h o appeared i n 
< c thefe parts wi th an immenfe concourfe o f 
" followers, about three years ago. W h e n 
" he was ki l led , fome of his generals con-
" tended together for the maftcry, and one 
*' o f them was made a prifoner of war by 
" his antagonift, who immediately fold h i m 
" t o a French ilave-fhip that was ly ing off a 
t ( factory not far from Sierra Leone. There 
" he carried himfelf w i t h a fullen d igni ty , 

and, even in chains, he would addrefs his 
" fellow flaves in his accuftomed tone o f 
V authority and command, as i f he were 
" ftill a man whom no one would dare to 
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1 1 difobey. I beard this from a flave-trader 
*' w h o both beheld h i m a prifoner on board 
** the flave-fhip, and had alio formerly feen 
*' h i m in the quality o f a great chief or 
*' general i n Mahady ' s train. T h e flave-
" trader recollected the chief, and the captive 
** chief alfo recognized the flave-trader. O n 
*' the fame day, when the author of m y i n -
" telligence was on board, it happened that 
*' the chief was permitted to take a walk on 
" deck without his ufual fetters. N o fooner 
*' had the captain o f the fhip fet down to 

dinner w i th his friends in the cabin, than 
•* an appointed fignal was given. T h e flaves 
" rofe to a man, knocked off each other's 
*' fetters, and, headed by this chief, made an 
«« attack on the barricade, w i t h the view o f 
< c forcing their way into the cabin ; they were 
u unable however to effect their purpofe; the 
*• guns were pointed at them, fome were 
" k i l led , many leaped into the fea, and the 
" insurrection was quelled. T h e captain was 
•* now proceeding to inquire who was the 
" ringleader, when this chief came boldly 
" forward and avowed that he had fet on 
" foot and headed the insurrection, adding 
*' that his w i l h undoubtedly had been to 
*' give liberty to all the flaves on board, and 
" that he regretted his defeat on their ac-
" count ; but that as to himfelf he was we l l 

fatished wi th the ilfue o f the conteft, being 
" now happy in the profpect of immediately 

obtaining what he termed his own liberty : 
" the 



" the captain did not delay to grant h i m the 
** object of his w i fh , and hung h i m up i n -
*' ftantly to the yard arm, as an example to 
*' the other insurgents." 

T h e Directors think it may not be i m ­
proper to obferve, that they do not wifh to 
be confidered as approving i n the fmalleit 
degree the leading principles of this chief, 
who appears to have been actuated by a fplrit 
o f pride and a difdain o f life evidently u n -
cluhf ian . T h e dangers o f the Slave Trade, 
and the impoffibility of effectually guarding 
againft insurrection, not the motives o f the 
infurgents, o f which the puri ty is not to be 
expected, are the points under consideration. 

T h e Directors w i l l proceed to add another 
circumftantial account o f a no lefs fierce and 
very recent conflict on board a flave-fhip. 

*• A veffel from the northward brought 
*• the account o f the cutting off o f a Bofton 
* f flave-fhip, by about forty flaves who were 
i f onboard. Being kept only i n finglc chains 
" they took an opportunity, whi le the captain 
•* and chief part of the crew were below, to 
" overpower the fecond mate and a feaman 
** on the deck, w h o m they cut i n pieces 
" and threw overboard ; they then began to 
** attack the cabin, but being unable to force 
" the door they brought the guns from the 
" deck to bear upon it. T h e captain and 
i l the reft of his crew were now induced to 
" furrender themfelves on condition o f hav-
* f ing their lives fpared, and the fhip given 
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" to them as foon as they fhould have na-
** vigated her into fome place, from whence 
** the flaves might efcape. N o fooner h o w -
" ever had the captain and chief mate come 
*' on the deck than they were both put to 
" death ; but the feamen were prefcrved for 
" the fake of having their help in navigating 
•* the veffel, wh ich they accordingly con-

f t dueled towards the mouth of a neighbour-
*' ing river. Happening fuddenly to run 
€ i aground, three o f the feamen were fent 
t ( off i n a boat to drop an anchor aftern, 
" w h i c h they had no fooner done than they 
" pulled away from the fhip wi th all their 
" might, fucceeded in gaining the fhore, and 
" presently brought down wi th them a flave 
" trader, a refident in that part, who having 
*< put himfelf and as many hands as he could 
t 4 get on board an armed fchooner, attempted 
*' the recovery of the veffel : an obftinatc 
** engagement enfued, i n w h i c h the flave-
'* trader had three men kil led and four 
'* wounded. T h e flaves having expended all 
s < their ammunit ion formed a raft, by the 
" help of which they efcaped to the fir o r e ; 
" and it appeared on taking poffelTion of the 
** fhip that feveral on their fide had alfo 
** f i l len in the battle. O f the flaves who 
" gained the land fome were immediately 
" ki l led ; the reft, being eighteen in num-
" her, were at length intirely overpowered 
n by the natives, who were brought down 
t c i n crowds to the river fide by the noife of 
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4 4 the f i r i n g : thefe eighteen being taken 
4 4 prifoners were again fold for flaves." 

One or two other recent instances o f the 
cutting off o f flave-fliips i n the neighbour­
hood of Sierra Leone , are mentioned to the 
Court , but the particulars are not transmitted. 

T h e Directors w i l l clofe this long enu­
meration of thofe general enormities o f the 
Slave Trade, wh ich have been brought to 
light through the eftablifhment o f the prefent 
colony, by g iv ing a brief hiftory o f the. 
or ig in , progrefs, and end o f an European 
llave-traclcr, who lately died at one of the 
neighbouring iflands to Sierra Leone , after a 
long rehdence on the coaft, and who appears 
to have attained to a degree of ferocity and 
hardnefs of heart proportionate in fome mea­
fure to his fuccefles i n this bloody traffic. 
A s this man appears to have neither friend 
nor connection left, the Directors w i l l th ink 
themfelves under no obligation to ufe any 
concealment on the fubject. H i s name was 
O r m o n d ; he went out from England about 
thirty-live years ago, in the capacity of cabin-
boy to a flave-fhip, and was retained as an 
affiftant in a Have-factory on the Sierra Leone 
r ive r : in procefs of time he fet up a factory 
for himfelf, in a neighbouring part towards 
the north, and though unable to write or 
read, he grew nevertheless to be fo expert, 
and accomplished a flave-trader that he re­
alized, as it is fuppofed, about thirty thoufand 
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pounds fterling. H i s cruelties were almoff, 
beyond belief. T w o perfons, who feem to 
have had good means of information, have 
given the fol lowing account o f them. " One 
M of thefe perfons, who had lived for fome 
" time near to h i m , faid, he knew it to be 
" a fact that it was his common practice to 
" k i l l all his unfaleable flaves, by ty ing a 
" ftone to their necks, and drowning them 
" i n the river during the night. 1 ' N o r was 
his cruelty confined to blacks; " being of-
" fended by a white agent, or clerk, on one 
** Chriftmas-day, while dr inking freely wi th 
" fome company, he ordered his flaves to 
** tie up the European, and then gave h i m 
" wi th his own hands four hundred lafhes. 
" T h e white factor died a few days after." 
T h e other perfon who fpoke of this flave-
trader agreed as to his general character for 
barbarity, and mentioned his having heard 
the fol lowing inflance of it from an eye wi t r 
nefs, namely, " that O r m o n d having caught 
" a black wife o f his in a criminal connection 
" wi th one of his flaves, he tied them to-
" gether to a tar-barrel, fet it on fire, and i n 
" this manner burnt them both to death." 
It is obfervable alfo, that this favage by no 
means fell fhort of the natives of Afr ica in 
the degree of heathenifh fuperftition to which 
he had attained; he had the lame firm t ru l l 
wi th them in grigris, or charms, was fubject 
to filly fupcrflitious fears, and had the ufual 
faith in witchcraft. Providence having thus 
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permitted this man to become a i lgnal i n -
itance of a no lefs abandoned than fuccefsful 
flave-trader, was pleafed to allow that he 
fhould experience before he terminated his 
days the fol lowing viciffitudc. A few years ago, 
having loft his health, he went to the Ifles 
de L o s (which lie to the northward of Sierra 
Leone) for the fake o f fea air and medical 
help, having confided all his affairs to a mu­
latto youth, who was his fon. Happening to 
have recently cpiarrelled wi th the Bagos, w h o 
are the natives that furround his place o f 
relidence, and to have deftroycd one of their 
towns, they took this opportunity to retaliate, 
and came down in a body to attack and p lun­
der his factory. The flaves of Ormond being 
not much attached to their mafter, favoured 
the Bagos, and the place being taken they 
fhared i n the general pillage ; the buildings 
were all burnt ; the goods in them, wh ich 
are faid to have amounted to the value o f 
twelve or fifteen hundred flaves (or near 
thirty thoufand pounds) were either deftroyed 
or carried away ; young Ormond and all w h o 
adhered to h i m were put to death ; old 
Ormond lived to hear the news, but he died 
i n about a month after. 

T h e Directors have thought it proper to 
give the character of this man, principally 
w i t h a view of exhibit ing an inftancc of the 
great influence o f the Slave Trade, in dc-
i f roying the feelings, and depraving the hu­
man heart. T h e fame ftory may ferve alfo 
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to fliew, what crimes have been perpetrated 
w i th impuni ty by Bri t i fh fubjects in A f r i c a ; 
and of what instruments Great Bri ta in has 
made ufe, i n carrying on this deteftable com­
merce. 

T h e Directors however would by no 
means be underftood to impute to the general 
body of flave-traders on the coaft, atrocities 
equal to thofe wh ich have been ment ioned; 
at the fame time they think it right to ob-
fcrve, that other inftances might i f neceffary 
have been added, wh ich would have ex-

•hibited very nearly the fame degree o f guil t 
and cruelty. 

In proceeding next to fpeak o f the direct 
hindrances by which the Slave Trade w i l l be 
ihewn to have obstructed the Company 's 
views o f C iv i l i za t ion , the Directors w i l l dwell 
firft and chiefly, on two or three particular 
facts, adding indeed in the fequel, fome obfer-
vations on the general contrariety wh ich muft 
neceffarily exift between the principles o f the 
Sierra Leone Company and thofe of the Slave 
Trade, even though no fuch fpecific h i n ­
drances as thofe w h i c h w i l l be ftated, fhould 
occur again. 

T h e firft inftance that fhall be named of a 
direct hindrance given by the Slave Trade to 
the Civ i l i za t ion , or rather indeed to the firft 
colonization of Afr ica , w i l l be one of a very 
interefting, and perhaps the Proprietors may 
think, of a rather ominous and difcouraging 
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k ind . T h e Directors allude to the overthrow 
or difperfion o f the firft colony o f free blacks 
from hence, w h i c h as the fol lowing account 
w i l l Ihew, may obvioufly be traced to the 
Slave Trade. 

T h e Proprietors may recollect, that this 
fettlement, on w h i c h the firft fubfcribers to 
the prefent Sierra Leone Company founded 
a confiderable part o f their hopes, was men­
tioned, in the opening o f this Report, to have 
been broken up not very long after its eftab-
l i ihment, in confequence o f a difpute w i th 
the natives, i n wh ich the fettlers (apparently 
however not through their own fault) un ­
happily became involved. T h e circumftances 
were as follows. A native chief l i v ing w i t h i n 
hal f a mile of Freetown, wh ich is the fame 
fpot on wh ich the free blacks from L o n d o n 
originally placed themfelves, had loft, as he 
aiTirms, two individuals o f his town, by the 
depredations of an American Have-captain, 
and had been fome time wait ing for an op­
portunity of retaliating on any veilel from 
the fame country, that might come wi th in 
his reach : the opportunity after a-while 
occurred ; a boat wh ich was found to belong 
to an American fhip, happening to pais up 
the river, was attacked and plundered by 
h im and his people; the crew that were i n 
her conlifting of three or four men, were 
put to death, one only excepted, who efcaped, 
and conveyed the news to the neighbouring 
jlave-factory, the place to which the boat had 
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been going. T h e principal agent o f the fac­
t o r y , after fome consultation wi th the officers 
o f a man of war then ly ing i n the river, 
determined on becoming the avenger of the 
outrage* Some ineffectual attempts were fir It 
made to induce the C h i e f to come on board 
the frigate, but after an interval o f two or 
three days, the flavc-factor himfelf, together 
w i t h a lieutenant from the K i n g ' s fhip, and 
a body o f Br i t i l h failors and marines, fet out 
on an expedition to the town of the chief, 
having alfo added to their party two of the 
free blacks from the new fettlement as their 
guides, who by l iv ing i n the immediate 
neighbourhood, were o f courfe acquainted 
wi th the road, and who were preffed, as 
they fay, molt unwi l l ing ly into this fervice. 
O n the approach of this armed body of men, 
the Chief and his people fled ; the town was 
plundered and fet on fire ; the flavc-factor 
however, and the party wi th h i m from the 
King ' s fhip, returning i n the dufk o f the 
evening, were suddenly attacked by a dis­
charge of mufquctry from among the bufhes, 
and an engagement; enfued, in which fome 
natives are faid to have fallen on the one 
fide, and the firft lieutenant o f the man o f 
war and a ferjeant of marines were kil led on 
the oilier, a few alio being i l ight ly wounded. 
One confequence of the ilaughtcr that h a p ­
pened among the natives o n this occasion, 
was, that the C h i e f ufed afterwards frequent ly 
to vow, that he muft n o w retaliate again for 
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the further lofs of people that he had fuf* 
tained ; happily, however, the flave-fatftor, 
againft whofe perfon his rage was principally 
directed, foon afterwards quitted the coaft. 

T h i s fcene of outrage produced, as it hap­
pened, no great mifchief or inconvenience to 
the ilavc-factory, which is fituated at fome 
distance on an ifland in the river, and is alfo 
wel l fortified; hut its confequenccs were fatal 
to the neighbouring and unprotected fettle­
ment of free blacks. A palaver or council 
was called o f all the furrounding Chiefs, who 
fol lowing the Afr ican cuflom of directing 
their vengeance for every mifchief done to 
them, againit any perfons guilty or not 
gui l ty , w h o m they have wi th in their power, 
and whom they imagine in the fmalleft de­
gree connected w i th the authors of the i n ­
j u r y ; and having heard that in this cafe two 
individuals from the neighbouring colony 
wrere among the hoftile party, determined 
that the whole town of the free fettlers fhould 
be burned. T h e fentcnce was executed wi th in 
three days, and the fettlers were difperfed. 
It is but doing juftice to the flavc-factory to 
obferve, that it afforded a temporary pro­
tection and fupport to feveral of the fettlers, 
during the firft preffure of their diftrefs. 

T h e ftory that has now been recited de-
ferves notice, not only as affording an ex­
planation of the immediate caufe of the dif-
perfion of the hrft colony which went from 
hence to Sierra Leone, but as a fpecimen alfo 

of 



o f one of the kinds o f danger to which every" 
body of new fettlers in Afr ica muft neceffarily 
be more or lefs cxpoied, fo long as the Slave 
Trade is carrying on all around them. T h e 
events wh ich happened in this cafe were 
none of them ftrange or extraordinary. A n 
outrage is committed or fuppofed to be com­
mitted by a fiavc-captain, i n the procuring o f 
Haves ; a bl ind and bloody act o f vengeance 
on the part of the natives follows ; the neigh­
bouring Have-factory interferes, and the little 
adjoining fettlement is involved in the con-
fequences of the quarrel. A l l thefe are ac­
cidents wh ich belong to the very nature of 
the Slave Trade ; they grow out o f its or­
dinary enormities, they fuit wi th its ferocious 
fpirit, and accord with its principles o f i n ­
justice : for the indifcrimmate feizure o f each 
others perfons, is the very leffon which is 
daily taught the Africans by the European 
factors, who blame no violence, revenge no 
injury, and difcourage no atrocity that tends 
to the extension of their o w n traffic ; and 
who , fo far as the Directors arc informed, 
are not accustomed to decline buying any 
man for a Have, on the ground of his having 
been imjuflly brought into captivity. Indeed 
more than one inilance might eafdy be pointed 
out, as the Directors conceive, in w h i c h the 
fame Have-factory wh ich became the admini­
strator of jult ice upon this occafion, has pur-
chafed Africans, knowing them at the time 
of purehafe to be free men, knowing alfo that 
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the individual w h o offered them for fale, had 
himfelf feized them unjuftly, and had no 
fhadow of right to fell them. N o r do the 
Directors mention this by way of catting 
particular reflections on any individual flave-
fadfory; for they believe that the other flave-
factories i n Afr ica follow the fame custom, 
each th ink ing it perhaps a fufficient j unif i ­
cation to plead, that i f it fhould be fo l ingular 
as to decline making thefe purchafes, other 
flave-factories would feel no fuch fcruples ; 
or even i f they d id , that the captains o f the 
fhips themfelves, without the intervention o f 
a factory, would purchafc and carry off the 
people who might have been rejected. A n d 
indeed it is reafonable to fuppofe, that the 
flave-factors on the coalt cannot be altogether 
infenlible of the very important diminut ion 
w h i c h might eventually be made in their 
trade, i f the principle o f inqui r ing into the 
mode of procuring the flaves fold to them, 
and of refuting thofe who might appear to 
have a juft title to their freedom, fhould be 
once in any degree admitted. But whatever 
be the ground, on wh ich the encouragement 
evidently given to the commilfion of outrages 
on the perfons of the natives, may be jufli i iecl 
i n the imagination o f the flave-dealcrs, it U 
finely not to be wondered at, i f either they 
themfelves, or white men vifi t ing the coaft, 
or any neighbouring fettlement fuppofed to 
be connected wi th Europe, fhould occasionally 

feel 



fuel the effects of the diffufion of thefe p r in ­
ciples o f injustice. 

T h e Court having heard the circumftances 
wh ich caufed the difperfion o f the firft colony, 
w i l l not be furprifed if the Directors, anxious 
to provide againft a return of the fame dan­
ger, fhould have felt that eager defire wh ich 
has been ftated i n an early part of this Report, 
to enlarge the number of colonifts, and fhould 
have urged on the Proprietors, as they d id , 
the importance of forming at once a strong 
and refpeclable eftablifhment. 

Another evidence of the danger arifing 
from the Slave Trade to the perfonal fecurity 
of any neighbouring colonifts, is afforded by 
the fol lowing ftory : 

Some time before the eftablifhment o f the 
prefent Company , a Brit ifh Have-trader who 
lived then in Sierra Leone river, but is lately 
removed, feized five free blacks (part of the 
colony from England which has been lately 
fpoken of) justifying this violence on the 
ground of his having been wronged by one 
individual o f their body, fomewhere at a dis­
tance on the coaft, where he was employed 
in navigating a veffel belonging to this flave-
factor. T h e country law warranted, as the 
factor faid, this mode o f redrafting the griev­
ance, and he feems therefore to have taken 
the firft five fettlers he could meet w i t h . H e 
was induced, however, after fome time, to 
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releafe three of them gratuitoufly, the two 
remaining prifoners being thought on c o n ­
sideration to afford that recompence for his 
lofs, wh ich was fit and proper on the com­
m o n principles o f Afr ican juftice. Thefe 
two men, w h o were admitted to have no 
connection wi th the defaulter, nor any means 
o f catching h i m , he having run away from 
the fhip when at the diftance o f fome hun­
dred miles from the fettlement, and whofe 
on ly crime was that they had formerly l ived 
in the fame town wi th h im , were kept b y 
this Bri t ifh flave-trader fome time in chains, 
and then fold and put by h i m on board a 
flave-fhip that was on the point o f f a i l i n g ; 
when a Mahometan chief, who happened to 
come from the interior country, took com-
paflion on their cafe, and, having advanced 
out o f his own pocket about fifty pounds fter-
l ing for their redemption, rcleafed them and 
fent them home. T h e fame chief lately fell 
into fome diftreffes himfelf, and being i n debt 
to one o f the factories, was deprived of a fa­
vourite free boy, w h o m he had fent wi th a 
melfage to the factor, the boy being feized 
for the Satisfaction o f the debt. T h e chief, 
half diftractcd at the lofs, came down to 
Sierra Leone, and endeavoured i n vain to 
trace the chi ld from factory to factory: at 
length he called at Freetown, mentioned his 
prefent poverty, and the affliction which had 
brought h i m down to the coaft, and modeftly 
afked to have the fifty pounds reftored to h i m 
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which he had formerly paid for the redemp­
tion o f fome of the freemen of Granv i l l e 
T o w n , and had never claimed before. T h e 
Directors have mentioned all thefe c i rcum­
ftances together and in this place, though 
part o f them might have been claffed w i t h 
the incidents enumerated fome time fmce, 
becauie they w i l h to remark that the G o v e r ­
nor and Counc i l were led very carefully to 
inveftigate the whole o f this interefting cafe; 
and they found from different concurring c i r ­
cumftances, that the main facts were precifely 
as has been ftated. T h e fifty pounds were 
paid back to the chief by the Company , in 
conference of this investigation. 

T h e Directors have reafon to think that 
feveral others of this firft unprotected body 
o f fettlers have been fold from time to t ime, 
and actually carried off the coaft. One is 
believed to have been kidnapped by a neigh­
bouring black flave-trader; and an inftance 
has occurred of another having turned k i d ­
napper himfelf ; the natives w h o m he had 
feized and fold were however recovered, 
through the intervention of the Company, 
and the kidnapper was corporally puniflied. 
Some are alfo faid to have been fold tor. 
crimes charged againit them. A l l thefe i n ­
cidents however, the detection and p u n i i h -
ment of the individual who turned kidnapper 
alone excepted, happened antecedently to the 
formation of the prefent colony. 

The Proprietors, after all the evidence that 
has 



has been given, w i l l not be furprifed i f the 
infecurity o f travellers, and the prevention 
o f a free communicat ion wi th the interior 
country, mould be fpoken o f as another h i n ­
drance to the views o f the Company* T h e 
mention o f this point, indeed, opens a wide 
field for reflection. It has appeared from 
many recent inveftigations, that the natives 
o f Afr ica who live towards the coaft, arc far 
more barbarous than thofe o f the interior 
country ; and that whi le the population to­
wards the fea is extremely th in , and the little 
intercourfe that fubfifts i n this part dangerous, 
there are to be found, on advancing further 
inland, many towns o f confiderable magni ­
tude ; fome of wh ich , l y i n g in the very heart 
o f Afr ica , are fuppofed to carry on much i n ­
ternal trade, and even to have made no fmall 
progrefs i n Civ i l i za t ion . Whether , therefore, 
the immediate interefts o f the Company , or 
the general benefit both o f Afr ica and Europe, 
be contemplated, the opening o f fome con­
nection wi th the interior o f this vaft cont i ­
nent, naturally prefents itfelf to the mind as 
a moft delirable object. But here again the 
Slave Trade exerts its baneful influence. 
Tha t general infecurity o f perfons wh ich re­
mits from i t ; that diffolution of all govern­
ment which it has caufed on many parts o f 
the coaft ; that drunkennefs wh ich it has i n ­
troduced among the native kings and chiefs; 
but, above a l l , perhaps, the dread o f fecret 
machinations from the flave-traders them-
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felves, w h o by means of a chain of factories 
have a confiderable influence i n the interior, 
and may be confidered alfo as ho ld ing the 
key o f Afr ica i n their hands, by poffefling 
almoft the entire empire o f the coaft—all 
thefe circumftances form, unquestionably, a 
very formidable hindrance i n the way of 
every liberal and benevolent attempt to ex­
tend difcoveries i n Afr ica , wi th the v iew o f 
ultimately fctting on foot fome peaceful and 
mutually advantageous intercourfe w i th the 
natives of the interior parts. 

T h e Proprietors are already informed that 
an attempt to penetrate into the country 
furrounding Sierra Leone , was made by the 
Company ' s mineralogift, i n the very infancy 
of the colony. H e was a perfon who to fome 
impatience o f fpirit, joined a very ardent m i n d , 
a love o f general knowledge, and great per­
fonal refpeciabiiity, as wel l as experience i n 
his profeffion. H e went from England for 
the purpofe o f extending his difcoveries, hav­
ing voluntari ly offered his fervices to the 
Company , taking no falary, but fnnply stipu­
lating, that i f any profits fhould arife from 
his profcifional researches, he fhould have the 
ihare wh ich mineralogifts are commonly a l ­
lowed, and that the expenfes of his paffage 
and l iv ing at Sierra Leone fhould be borne 
by the Company. T h i s firft, o f the adven­
turers from Sierra Leone on a journey o f 
difcovery, was attacked and plundered of all 
his good?, as was before ftated, by a native 
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chief, and was obliged to return i n fo de­
plorable a condit ion, that he appears to have 
died of the vexations and hardfhips he en­
countered. It wou ld not have been unreafon­
able to fufpect that the Slave Trade might 
have imparted fome of its ferocity to this 
chief, even i f no evidence of a pofitive con­
nection between h i m and the Have-traders 
had been furnifhed. It has however hap­
pened, that a fubfequent attack on another 
fervant of the Company has been made by 
the fame chief, at the inftigation, as the 
Directors are informed, o f a F rench flave-
trader ; who reprefented to h i m and his peo­
ple, that a fhip of the Sierra Leone Company 
trading i n this river, had been equipped for 
the purpofe o f making war on all the French 
Have-factors l i v ing in his territories. O n the 
arrival of the Company's veffel, the natives 
were alarmed ; but the peaceable demeanor 
of the captain, who merely went up to buy 
fome rice i n the principal t own , foon allayed 
their fears. T h e chief however meeting wi th 
the captain whi le he was thus employed, and 
being very drunk at the time, was induced to 
make an affault upon h im. T h e people ag­
gravated the infult, tore the clothes from the 
captain's back, dragged h i m to another t own 
about two miles off, and there kept h i m p r i -
foner. W h e n the chief grew fober, he began 
to reflect on what he had done, ordered the 
prifoner to be fet free, and made h i m fome 
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prcfcnts by way o f compenfation for the 
infult. 

T h e Directors w i l l not add, i n this place, 
any more obfervations on the hindrances 
wh ich the Slave Trade has given to the C o m ­
pany, as the fame general fubject: w i l l necef-
farily recur again, i n fpeaking o f the fteps 
that have been taken to promote Civ i l i za t ion . 
Y e t before they difmifs the topic of the Slave 
Trade , they propofe i n confequence of its 
very great importance, briefly to recapitulate 
fome of the leading circumftances wh ich have 
been ftated. 

It appears then, that the chief fources o f 
the Slave Trade are debts, wars, crimes, and 
kidnapping. W h e n debts are ftated to be 
one of the fources of flavery, there may feem 
nothing on the firft v iew very dreadful i n the 
idea ; but let the fads wh ich have been men­
tioned on this fubject: be put together, and 
they w i l l be found to exhibit fuch a fyftem o f 
wickednefs, and fuch a fecne of accumulated 
mifery, as wou ld by no means have prefented 
itfelf to the mind , on a flight inveftigation. 

In the firft place it may be obferved, from 
the concurrent teftimonies wh ich have been 
given, that i f an Afr ican contracts a debt, it 
is not the debtor himfelf that is commonly 
fold for the difcharge of i t ; an innocent per-* 
fon almoft always pays the penalty: a wife , 
or a chi ld , or fome other near connection o f 
the debtor, or perhaps fome native refident i n 
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his town, or fome ftranger w h o had fought 
protection there, is the perfon that is carried 
off by the flave-trader. (a) O n one occafion, 
as it has been fhewn, a child is torn away 
from its father by a debtor, and the Have-
captain fails away wi th it before the parent 
can bring the prime flave demanded as a fub-
ftitutc. [b) In another inftance, a wife is fold 
by her hufband on account of a debt, and is 
feen weeping i n the flave-fhip, having alfo 
left a young child behind her. (c) In a third 
cafe, a favourite free-boy having come down 
to the coaft w i th a meflage, is feized for the 
debt of his principal ; and he alfo is fent from 
Afr ica , before any opportunity is afforded for 
his redemption. (d) In a fourth, two o f 
the fettlers from Eng land are fold, (three 
more having been alfo captured) on account 
o f the debt o f a townfinan who runs away 
from his captain, on another part o f the 
coaft. W h e n the cuftom of felling men i n 
fatisfaction for debt is contemplated i n other 
views, it becomes ftill more dreadful. T h e 
native chiefs appear to be encouraged to con­
tract: debts by the flave-traders themfelves, 
for the fake o f that right of feizure wh ich 
is k n o w n to follow. T h e very large credits 
given in Afr ica , wh ich cannot be fuppofed 
to ft and on the ordinary principles o f com­
merce, but feem peculiar to a trade in flaves, 

[a) Seepage r I z. {i>) p. 122. (*) p, 145. [J) p. 144. 
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form perhaps one o f the grand fupports o f 
this traffic ; for fome fads wh ich have ap­
peared at Sierra Leone, unequivocally ihew 
that liberality o f credit is made the means o f 
legalizing ail manner of enormities ; it ferves 
the purpofe either o f lub jed ing a country to 
a flave-fador, or of fecuring quick difpatch 
to a ilave-fhip. B y thefe credits the Mula t to 
trader acquired his power over all the neigh­
bouring chiefs, and enabled himfelf to depopu­
late the whole country around h i m , without 
violat ing the cufloms of Afr ica , or forfeiting 
his charader as a [e) * good man and a man of 
humanity} It is obvious alfo, that flave-captains 
coining to trade on the coait, may make a no 
lefs cxtenfive ufe of the fame fyftem o f credit. 
B y unloading a part o f their goods, and dif-
tr ibuting them among the Afr ican headmen, 
they eftabliih a claim to feize both them and 
the inferior people : and (f) 4 if 'therefore the 
crew of the flave-fhip be flrong enough} they 
need never wait long for their cargo, for 
they have only to refort, as one flave-captain 
did not fcruplc to fay that he ufed to do, 
c to the country law of (g) panyaring} {h) 

In the Mand ingo country it has been fhewn, 
that debts are the fource of k idnapping : for 
f. the headmen getting into debt to E u r o -
" peans, are then put into confinement, i n 
f t confequence o f wh ich their people are 
*' obliged to kidnap, i n order to effed their 

(e) page 125. (/) p. 128. fc) Ibid. (£) p. 105. 
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redemption." It may not be improper to 
remark, that there is no proceeding by w h i c h 
the Sierra Leone Company appear to have 
given fo much offence to the native chiefs, as 
by refufing to indulge them w i t h the ufual 
Afr ican credit. 

Wars are another fource of the Slave Trade , 
and might alfo feem, on a superficial con­
sideration o f the fubject, to rank amongft its 
leaft objectionable fources. Bu t when a v i e w 
o f facts is taken, they are feen evidently and 
necelfarily to involve the moft horrible enor­
mities. T h e natives o f Af r i ca , fearing to l ive 
detached from each other, congregate i n 
towns under the protection o f fome head­
man, w h o m they commonly term their fa­
ther : U) he, being corrupted by l iquor, is 
indulged wi th a very liberal loan of goods, 
and thus becomes involved i n debt to the 
flave-factor: on the ground of this debt, war 
is made by the factor on the people; fome 
are k i l l ed , and many more taken, and fold 
into flavery, and thus the debt of the chief 
is difcharged. T h i s is preciiely the defcrip-
t ion o f that multitude of little wars w h i c h 
were carried on by the great Mula t to flave-
trader againit all the inferior chiefs around 
h i m . F r o m thefe wars others fpring, and a 
long fucceflion o f hoftilities is thus entailed 
on the chiefs and on the people, A chief 

(7) Seepage 1 0 0 . p. 101. 
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ekapcs from the Mula t to trader, w i th the refi-
due o f the people o f his town, to a neigh­
bouring i f land: thence, for a considerable 
period, he carries on a vindict ive and at the 
fame a predatory war, w i t h his adversaries 
on the main land, taking occasionally forty 
prifoners at once from the mulatto trader, 
who would not be flow to retaliate i n his 
turn ; and further victims are thus furnifhed 
on each fide to the Slave Trade. Some o f 
thefe petty wars feem eminently productive 
to the traders ; " (/) the chief o f Quiaport 
u attacks the chief of Bourah , and fends to 
" the Have-factory many prifoners. T h e 
" chief of Bourah gathers all his strength, 
f* and is put under the neceffity o f feizing 
" double the number from his antagonift ; 
" for he is not allowed to redeem his o w n 
" people, except by paying two for one" 
N o r are thefe fmaller wars among the inferior 
chiefs the only wars productive o f flavery. 
There is not one great nation i n the neigh­
bourhood of Sierra Leone wh ich has not been 
reprefented, by credible witneffes, as being 
induced to go- to war by the Slave Trade . 
Cm) T h e female mulatto acknowledges, that 
when there is no demand for flaves, then 
there are no wars i n the Mand ingo country. 
" (;/) T h e foulahs, fays another evidence, 
'* are perfectly well k n o w n to go to war for 

(/) Seepage 103. (/«) p. 104. («) p. 103, 
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u the fole purpofe o f procuring i^aves. , , 

** T h e people directly inland, adds another 
" chief, go to war for Haves ; our country 
*' being however now very much depopu-

w lated, and the paffage o f the Haves from 
ff the remote parts being hindered by the 
*' wars, the Have-factories have lately en-
P1 deavoured to make up our quarrels, and 
< £ the adjacent country to Sierra Leone , 
*' begins now to be at peace. v 

Crimes real or imputed form another p r in ­
cipal ground on wh ich perfons are condemned 
to flavery : adultery is one of the highei l : a 
native (o) chief i n one cafe, and an E u r o ­
pean (ft ) chief in another, fells an inferior 
Afr ican on a charge o f this for t ; but in each 
inftance the chief acts on no other authority 
than his o w n w i l l , and evidently gets the 
emolument ariflng from the condemnation to 
himfelf. A n d here alfo let the drunkennefs 
and depravity of the Afr ican ( q ) chiefs, 
w h o arc thus judges in their o w n caufe, be 
confidered ; let the polygamy prevailing in 
Af r i ca be taken into the account; nor let the 
obfervation o f a native trader be forgotten, 
*' (r) that it is common for chiefs when they 
" want goods, to give a hint to one of their 
y wives, to encourage adultery in the lower 
* f natives." T h e other charges of c r imi ­
nali ty, which have been mentioned as fources 
o f flavery, have been many of them fo flight, 

(*) P " 4 - (/) Ibid. ( f ) p. 1 1 5 . (r) p. 107. 
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and accompanied wi th fuch indications o f 
partiality and injustice on the part o f the 
judges, that the decilions aggravate the general 
horror excited by the comtemplation o f this 
traffick. A whole town is doomed to flavery, 
the chief alone (s) excepted, for the crime o f 
letting fome runaway (laves pals through their 
district to the mountains. A woman from the 
next town is torn from her chi ld (/) and fold, 
the mi lk ft i l l flowing from her breast, merely 
as it feems for ufing impertinent language. 
(« ) T w o men are fold by a chief after a fit o f 
intoxication, i n order to make compenfation 
to a flave-trader w h o m he had infulted i n his 
drunkenness, (x) One man is fold on a charge 
o f having changed himfelf into a leopard. 
(y) T h e whole family of another poor wretch 
w h o had been put to death by red water, on a 
fufpicion of theft, is fold on account of his fup-
pofed offence, (s) T h e remarkable c i rcum­
stance of the mulatto Have-trader's fetting up a 
Have to be a judge over his district, the g row­
i n g power of this judge, the court paid to 
h i m by the Have-traders, and the dread o f 
coming near h i m , instanced in the conduct o f 
one of the natives, are alfo to be remembered. 

T h e remaining fource of flavery is k idnap­
p ing , of w h i c h numerous instances were given, 
(a) One o f the N o v a Scotians declares himfelf 
to have been formerly kidnapped from Sierra 

( 0 Seepage n o . (/) p. 122. f » p. 115. ( * ) p . 119, 
(;-) p. 118, {z) p. 101. («) p. 108. 
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Leone , by a woman , and foon after his land­
i n g he is recognized by his parents, (b) Re la ­
tions o f the K i n g of Sierra Leone are carried 
off, at three different times, by kidnappers. 
(c) The Company 's agent falls i n w i th a party 
o f natives, who are feen i n the very act. of k i d ­
napping, (d) A free fettler f rom England is 
kidnapped by a neighbouring flave-trader. 
(e) Another free fettler turns kidnapper h i m ­
felf, but is detected oy the Governor and 
C o u n c i l , and receives the punifhment w h i c h 
he defcrves. N o lefs than three cafes occur 
i n w h i c h B r i t i i h commanders are infected 
w i t h the common contagion, and come under 
the denomination of kidnappers, fince they fell 
without fcruple the free mariners found on 
board the French fhips wh ich they had cap­
tured, (f) In one of thefe instances nineteen 
freemen are fold, many of them the fons o f 
chiefs, (g) In a fecond, three or four others, 
i n fpite of the ftrongeft remonstrances o f the 
Sierra Leone government, (h) I n a th i rd , 
four women, who had been left on board a 
captured fhip as pawns. (i) T h e numbers i n 
the Deferter's town are considerably reduced, 
partly by kidnapping. In all the neighbour­
ing countries alfo, kidnapping is declared by 
many witneffes to abound, (k) Free-booters, 
fays one, infest the parts ly ing between the 

{l) See page 97. (c) p, 98. (d) p. 146. (*) Ibid. 
(/) P- n £ . is) P- n ? . (*) Ibid. (0 p. i n . 
(*) p. 103, 
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coaft and the Foulah country ; fo that the 
man who brings down flaves to the lea fide is 
often kidnapped himfelf on his return home, 
and fold to the fame factory, to w h o m he had 
been felling others. In the (/) Sufee country, 
fays another, kidnapping is frequent. In the 
M a n d i n g o country mothers dare not truft: 
their children out o f their fight after fun fet, 
for fear of the kidnappers. T h e reafon o f 
its general prevalence is obvious : {?//) debts, 
as was before obferved, produce kidnapping : 
the impuni ty of the crime, through the facility 
o f difpofing o f the victims, produces kidnap­
p ing . Wars alfo produce kidnapping: " (?i) I 
•* myfelf, fays one chief, ufed during a five 
" years war to waylay and kidnap palfengcrs; 
** but this I o w n was a bad.thing, juftified 
" only by the neceflity I was under of having 
'* fome thing to give to the flave factories, for 
" the purchafe of more ammuni t ion ." T o all 
thefe inftances are to be added the more than 
ordinary ravages afcribed to the Proprietor o f 
a neighbouring ifland, (o) who made it his prac­
tice to fweep away the inhabitants of whole 
towns by treachery, when he had made them 
intoxicated, and of w h o m even the flave-factor 
complained that he ufed to ravage without 
dif t incl ion. 

Thefe are the four fources from wh ich the 
flaves furnifhed from the neighbourhood o f 
Sierra Leone appear to have been fupplied j 

(/) bee page 104. ( « ) p . n*. («) p. 106. (0) p. 127. 
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nor do the Directors conceive that any con-
fiderable number can have been obtained 
from thefe parts by any lefs exceptionable 
means* Indeed it is reasonable to prelume 
that a multitude of atrocious acts have hap­
pened at Sierra Leone, i n confequence of the 
uave-trade, wh ich have been perpetrated in 
fecret, or kept back at lead from the view o f 
the Sierra Leone Company 's agents. 

T h e preceding account refpedts indeed thofe 
flaves only who have been iurni ihed from the 
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone , and not the 
general body o f flaves fold i n Sierra L e o n e 
river, of w h o m much the greater part are 
brought down from the interior country. T h e 
Directors conceive, however, that no one can 
have any right to alfume that the cafe of i n ­
land flaves differs eflfentially from that of flaves 
taken on the Coaft: the injustice and treachery 
practifed in taking them, and the fcenes of 
private wretchednefs refulting from their cap­
t ivi ty , can hardly fail to be fomewhat i imilar , 
i n whatever part of Afr ica the fcene be laid 
i n w h i c h the cafes happen. 

Le t then the whole aggregate of miferv 
caufed by the Slave Trade be contemplated ; 
let it be remembered that what has been de-
feribed is but a fample of the manner i n wh ich 
E I G H T Y T H O U S A N D men are annually 
carried off from Africa , by the civilized nations 
of the wor ld , and more efpecially by Great 
Bri ta in ; let all the variety o f incidental enor­

mities 



mities w h i c h have been ftated be brought to 
recollection ; let the blood fpilt i n (p) wars, 
let the cutting off"of (q) Have fhips, let the acts 
o f filicide reforted to by the captives on fhip-
board, and of w i l d and bloody (r) vengeance, 
b y the incenled natives on the fhore, of which 
a few fpecimens only have been given, be 
borne i n mind . Let all the moral evi l charge­
able on this trade be duly confidered ; let the 
drunkennefs, the treachery, the violation o f 
all the natural feelings, through the felling o f 
wives and children i n difcharge o f debts or 
i n exchange for l iquor, let the depraved habits 
communicated as by contagion to (s) Bri t i fh 
captains, failors, and (fj factors on the Coaft, 
and the enormous cruelties to w h i c h fome o f 
them have been tranfported, be recollected ; 
above al l , let the flop put to the Civ i l i za t ion 
o f one fourth part of the habitable globe, 
and the guilt o f hindering that light of reve­
lat ion which has fo long fhone on Br i ta in , 
from finning on the innumerable tribes who 
inhabit the interior o f that vaft continent, 
be added to the account ; and on the other 
hand, let the prefent mifcries of Africa be con­
trasted wi th the bleflings wh ich might have 
rcfulted from a contrary conduct on the part 
o f Great Britain ; from the introduction of 
Christianity, from the communication of E u r o ­
pean knowledge, and from that promotion o f 

(/) Seepage 106. ( ?) p. 130. (r) p. 141. (s) p. 129. 
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Induftry, wh ich is the fure refult o f an honcft, 
innocent, and peaceful commerce .—Let all 
thefe confiderations he put together, and the 
evil o f the Slave Trade w i l l appear indeed 
enormous ; its hindrance to Civ i l i za t ion , and 
its hoftillty to every principle that is profeifed 
by the Sierra Leone Company , become abun­
dantly evident ; and the opening profpects o f 
C iv i l i za t ion w h i c h are about to be ftated w i l l 
be feen to be important, not on ly in refpect 
to their immediate confequences, but on ac­
count o f their furnifhing alfo the moft fatis-
iactory evidence of the practicability o f rc -
verfmg that cruel fyftem which as yet prevails 
i n Af r i ca , and a favourable omen o f an ap­
proaching change i n the general condit ion o f 
that hitherto unhappy Continent. 

T h e fubverfion of the iniquitous trade i n 
flaves was one of the motives wh ich led to the 
inftitution of the Sierra Leone Company j and 
it is one o f the objects to which-thofe w h o 
have the management o f its affairs, profefs 
that their belt endeavours (hall be directed: 
they truft, however, that they fhall not a l low 
their deteftation o f the trade to excite i n 
them any perfonal i l l - w i l l towards the i n d i ­
viduals engaged in i t ; and they feel a pecu­
liar fatisfaclion i n obferving, that their govern­
ment abroad, however their zeal in the caufe 
of its abolition may have been excited by the 
fcenes which they have witnelfed, have at no 
time reforted either to any violent or under­
hand means of forwarding this object:; having 
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neither interrupted the flave-traders forcibly 
themfelves, nor endeavoured to irritate either 
the natives or the N o v a Scotians againff them. 
It may be proper to add, that they have been 
far from encouraging any failors who thought 
themfelves cruelly ufed by their captains, or 
any flaves belonging to the fhips, or to the 
factories, to run away to their fettlement. I n ­
deed, it is due to the Governor and Counc i l 
to mention that they have acted wi th a pe­
culiar degree of temper and moderation, on 
fome t ry ing occafions; labouring to compofe 
differences, to promote harmony and peace, 
and to prevent all private acts of vengeance. 
T h e y have alfo made a point o f exerci l ing 
equal juftice towards the flave-traders, and 
have given proofs o f humanity and kindneis 
towards them. In particular, they have re­
ceived and entertained the l ick Europeans 
from the llave-Ihips, many of w h o m having 
been attracted to Freetown by the k n o w n falu-
brity o f the air, or the expectation o f getting 
good medical advice, have either been lodged 
i n the houfes of fome of the fettlers at the 
Company 's expenfe, or gratuitoufly received 
into the public hofpital. 

A s an instance of the impartiality of the 
Governor and Counc i l , it may be obferved, 
that a complaint of i l l ufage having been 
made againit fome of the natives, by the lame 
Have-captain whofe enormous cruelties on 
fhip-board, as well as cuftorn of feizing the 
natives on fhore, have appeared from a con­

versation 



verfation held w i t h this perfon himfelf, w h i c h 
has been recited, the Governor and C o u n c i l 
exerted their influence w i t h the neighbour­
i n g head-man, to obtain a hearing of the cafe; 
i n confequence of wh ich the natives charged 
w i t h having committed the infult, were 
brought before h i m j they however excul ­
pated themfelves, the blame appearing to lie 
w h o l l y on the fide of the flave-captain. 

T h e fol lowing is an inffance o f the protec­
tion afforded to a flave-trader by the Governor 
and Counc i l , as wel l as of the care and pru­
dence w h i c h have been exerted to prevent 
thofe acts o f violence wh ich arife out of the 
Slave Trade , from taking place on the C o m ­
pany's diftricl:. 

It has been ftated that an European flave-
fador (//) fold a free native i n his fervice, 
without the form of a tr ial , on a charge o f 
adultery w i th one o f his wives ; the fale o f 
this perfon gave rife to the outrage now to be 
defcribed. " A French flave-fador who lives i n 
'* a neighbouring part, having come on fhore 
" on our fettlement, was met by a native, 
" w h o accufed h i m of having wrongfully fold 
" to a flave-fhip a free man (his brother) who 
" had ferved the fador faithfully, as a free 
1 1 grumetta, during many years. T h e native 
" proceeded to collar the Frenchman, and 
*' threatened to drag h i m to a neighbouring 
" town, that the difpute might be fettled j I 

0 ) See page 114. 
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** refcued the European wi th fome difficulty, 
" being determined to forbid all fuch acts o f 
" violence on our ground ; but while I was 
'* getting a boat in order to convey h i m out 
*« of the fettlement, he fell again into the 
" hands of the fame native : by the help o f 
" the Governor and another principal fervant 
*' of the Company, I refcued h i m again, and 
u he got off i n lafety to his veffel. T h e 
" Frenchman was fo overwhelmed wi th ter-
" ror, that he fancied every one o f us his 
" enemies, and began begging that we wou ld 
M put an end to his life ourfelves, and not 
*' give h im up to he murdered by the ravages. 
*' 1 was afraid of fome interference of the 
" N o v a Scotians, many of w h o m were look-
u ing on during this fecne, but they behaved 

verv w e l l ; in their feelings, however, they 
H feemed to lean l l rongly to the fide of the 
" natives. I told them thai before any fl.ranger 
" mould be forcibly carried off from our dif-
f t trict, we were determined that we ourfelves 
" would be carried off, and they were very 
" much reftrained by my holding this lan-
" guage. O n the fol lowing Sunday our clergy-
" man noticed f rom the pulpit , how unbe-
t 4 coming it would be i f any Itranger, l i o w -

ever culpable he might have been, w h o 
" had come into the fettlement imagining he 
" was under our protection, fhould have his 
u perfon feized whi ie he was in i t : the N o v a 
*c Scotians approved of what was faid. I after-
* wards made a complaint to the chief of the 
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" d i f t r id i n w h i c h the native who had co l -
" lared the Frenchman lives, and received a 
M formal apology for what had palled, being 
" alfured that no fuch outrage mould be c o m -
" mitted in future. Soon after this, I found 
*' that the Frenchman had fpread about a ftory, 

that the alfault of the native had been inf-
" tigated by us, and had been altogether an 
*' affair of our contrivance. T h e poor man was 
4* certainly fo terrified that he might not have 
" been a judge of what palfed at the time of 
" the alfault; bclides, he would feel as a llave-
" dealer a ftrong prejudice againft us : but I 
" think I would l i ibmit to be a g a i n traduced 
u by h i m rather than let any violence be com-
" mitted on our ground." T h i s Have-trader is 
the fame man who mitigated the drunken chief 
to commit an outrage on the perfon of one 
o f the Company 's Captains, which he did 
very foon after his own refcue happened. 

A l though the Governor and C o u n c i l , in 
conformity wi th the principles recommended 
to them by the Directors, have adopted this 
pacific line o f conduct, fome inhances have 
certainly arifen o f the Company 's inter­
ference wi th the intcrclts of the Have-traders, 
wh ich the D i r edo r s fear may have been i n ­
terpreted i n fome meafure into ads o f hos­
t i l i ty , and become occalions o f offence. 

It is necelfary to introduce the incident 
w h i c h the D i r edo r s are now going to men­
t ion , by premifing that the legiilatures of fe­
veral of the States of Amer ica have prohibited 
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the trade i n flaves i n certain cafes under 
heavy penalties. 

A n Amer ican (hip having arrived at the 
mouth o f the Sierra Leone river, the super­
cargo, w h o appears to have been very little 
informed of the principles of the Sierra 
Leone Company , went haifily to the G o v e r ­
nor and Counc i l , and made an offer of felling 
them the whole of her loading for a cargo 
o f flaves; obferving that he wou ld take no 
other articles i n barter, and that he hoped 
they would favour h im wi th all the flaves he 
wanted, in the courfe of a few days. One 
o f the Counci l afked h i m how the Amer ican 
laws flood in refpect to this trade. H e faid 
the laws of that part of Amer ica from w h i c h 
he came, prohibited it in his cafe, infl ict ing 
forfeiture o f the fhip, and one thoufand 
pounds fine upon the captain : But , added 
he, nobody w i l l inform. ' It was anfwered 
to h i m , * Indeed, fir, you are mistaken ; I 
myfelf fhall inform i f ndne elfc undertakes 
to do it . ' 4 I hope, fir, faid the fupercargo, 
y o u w i l l not do fo unfriendly a thing.* ' I 
w o u l d rather, replied the member of C o u n ­
c i l , prevent evil than puni ih i t ; and I there­
fore give you warning, that i f you carry off 
a fingle Have from this coaft, you fhall l i nd 
an information lodged againft you in A m e ­
r ica . ' T h e fupercargo then declared that 
what had dropped from h i m had not been 
fpoken i n earnest, and that he had a great 
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abhorrence of the Slave Trade- T h e A m e r i ­
can fhip appears to have quitted Sierra Leone 
R i v e r immediately after this converfation, to 
the obvious prejudice o f the Have-factories 
i n that quarter. 

T h e Directors have received from Sierra 
Leone , a l i l t o f all the Amer ican veffels 
w h i c h have been k n o w n to tranfgrefs the 
laws o f their country, and they are taking 
meafures for conveying to the feveral legisla­
tures, whofe authority has been infulted, 
fufficient evidence of all the circumftances 
w h i c h may tend to the convict ion and p u -
nifhment o f the offenders. 

One other ftep taken by the Directors w i t h 
the v iew of l imi t ing , i f poffible, fome o f the 
exceffes o f the Slave Trade, may be wor thy 
o f mention. W h e n the information arrived 
of the fale of all the free-mariners found 
on board the captured French fhips, it was 
accompanied wi th an int imation o f fome 
doubt having arifen i n the minds of the 
Company 's fervants abroad, whether they 
ought not to have taken on themfelves the 
redemption of thefe injured m e n : it was 
imagined that the price paid for their l iberty 
might be recovered i n England , by an action 
o f debt againft the Bri t i fh Subjects w h o fold 
them. O n the other hand, it was obvious 
that much expenfe wou ld accrue from fend­
ing over all the neceffary witneffes from 
A f r i c a ; that there was alfo danger, of fai l ing 



i n iorne point o f legal evidence, and that 
there muft be a variety o f uncertainties at­
tending fuch a bufmefs; the Governor and 
C o u n c i l were therefore, on the whole , afraid 
o f adopting this ftcp. T h e Cour t of D i ­
redors , however, on taking into confider-
ation the various advantages that might arife 
from an avowal of their determination to 
interfere i n future cafes of this fort, thought 
it right to fend out inf t rudions, that if, i n 
certain cafes w h i c h they ipecihed, any neigh­
bouring native fhould be unjul i iy Ibid here­
after as a Have, either to or by any B r i t i i h 
fubjed, the Governor and C o u n c i l were to 
contider thennelves authorized to pay the 
price of fuch perfon's redemption, i f no other 
means o f reftoring the captive to liberty fhould 
be afforded. T h e communicat ion o f this 
intelligence to feveral of the neighbouring 
chiefs, is laid to have given considerable fatif-
f a d i o n . 

T h e D i r e d o r s having thus fpoken o f the 
steps w h i c h they have taken tending to pre-
fcribe fome limits to the Slave Trade, and 
either to prevent or remedy a few of its 
greater enormities, fo far as concerns the 
immediate neighbourhood o f Sierra Leone , 
w i l l proceed next to defcribe fome of the 
d i r c d efforts which they have made to fet on 
foot plans o f Cul t iva t ion and industry, and 
to prepare the way for the introcjudion o f 
Christ ianity and C i v i l i z a t i o n into thofe parts 



o f Af r i ca where they have any Influence. 
T h e obstacles w h i c h the Slave Trade has 
prefented to the designs o f the Company, 
w i l l again neceffarily appear i n treating o f 
this topic. 

It is obvious that one o f the moft effectual 
means o f promoting the Civ i l i za t ion of Afr ica , 
m u l l be that o f attempting to gain over fome 
o f the principal kings or chiefs, to this great 
caufe. If any chief fituated i n the neigh­
bourhood o f fertile land, over w h i c h he has 
an undifputed right, and having already g ru -
mettas under h i m , could be persuaded to 
turn the labour o f his people to the regular 
cultivation o f the foil ; i f he could be induced 
for instance, to take an European planter into 
his fervice, and to commit to h i m the d i ­
rection o f fuch induftry as the chief could 
command ; i f he could be persuaded alfo to 
protect and entertain a fchool-mailer, or mif-
i ionary , who might converfe freely wi th the 
chief, and become an instructor of all the f u i -
rounding people, a friendly connection and 
intercourfe being at the fame time established 
between the native i n queftion and the Sierra 
Leone government ; it can hardly be doubted 
that, under the aufpices o f any well-difpofed 
Afr ican uni t ing thefe advantages, the work 
o f C iv i l i za t ion might advance w i th a rapid 
Step. 

T h e Directors w i l l here ftate the feveral 
obstacles to the adoption of any plan o f cu l ­
t ivation by the native chiefs, w h i c h , under 
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the prefent circumftances o f Af r i ca , muft 
naturally be expected to arife. 

It has been already noticed, that the kings 
and head-men in the neighbourhood o f 
Sierra Leone univerfally deal i n flaves. M a n y 
private flave-traders have railed themfelves 
into chiefs by means o f this traffic, and all 
the more regular chiefs have become more or 
lefs dealers i n ' flaves alfo ; the difference 
between a chief, or k i n g , who is alfo a flave-
trader, and a flave-trader who has raifed h i m ­
felf into a chief, being principally this, that 
the k i n g is the lefs powerful of the two, and 
is commonly alfo i n debt to an European 
factory, to wh ich he is therefore fubfervicnt; 
whereas the flave-trader is often r ich and i n ­
dependent, having many head-men in his 
debt, who are consequently reduced into 
fubject ion to h im. T h e difficulty of interefl-
i n g the Afr ican chiefs in fchemes o f cult iva­
t ion , is a point on wh ich it cannot be nc-
ceffary therefore to d w e l l ; for it is obvious 
that, generally fpeaking, neither a k i n g who 
is i n league w i th a flave-fador, nor a chief 
w h o has acquired all that lie has by the 
Slave Trade , can be expected to become the 
patron o f a plan wh ich has for its object the 
introduction o f induftry and the reformation 
o f the manners of Af r i ca . A n d indeed it 
may be added, that the Slave Trade prefents, 
both to the chiefs and the inferior dealers, 
profits often fo tempting, and attended alfo 
w i t h To little trouble, that habits of regular 
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application and labour feem not l ike ly to be 
general i n Afr ica , t i l l this trade lhal l ceafe. 
O n the other hand it may be important to 
remark, that the Slave Trade has ferved to 
initiate the natives into the ufe of European 
articles, fome of wh ich are confidered among 
them even as neceffaries of life. T h e tafte 
wh ich has been thus created, may therefore 
be reafonably expected to operate as an effec­
tual fpur to induftry, as foon as ever that 
sera i l ia l l arrive, when Afr ica fhall be re­
quired to give the produce o f her land and 
labour, initead of her inhabitants themfelves, 
in payment for thefe neceffaries from Europe, 

T h e large credits given i n the Slave Trade 
may be mentioned alio as an obifacle to any 
fudden dereliction of it, fince they render i t 
very difficult for thofe chiefs who might be 
difpofed to turn their thoughts to cultivation 
to call i n their capital. 

T h e prejudices which many native chiefs 
at firft imbibed againft the Company , may 
be named as another hindrance to the adop­
tion of any plans o f cultivation fuggefted to 
them. T h e chiefs appear to have been 
taught to believe, that the Sierra Leone C o m ­
pany were about to become the general 
difturbers o f the peace, by changing the 
cuftoms of A f r i c a ; that they intended to 
ufurp the power o f the chiefs, and, i n the 
end, to drive them from their o w n terr i tory; 
and, i n particular, it feems to have been re^ 
ported every where, to be one immediate 
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object o f the Company , to encourage finves 
o f all defcriptions to run away from their 
ma iters, by offering them an a iy lum in the 
fettlement. It is obvious that this impedi­
ment to a good understanding wi th the chiefs, 
is to be confidered as merely temporary. 

Such are the obftaeles wh ich might have 
been naturally expected to oppofe, and wh ich 
have in fact more or lefs oppofed, every at­
tempt made by the Company to intereft the 
Afr ican chiefs in plans of civi l izat ion and i n ­
duftry. T h e y are obstacles however, w h i c h , 
though many o f them i t i l l operate wi th the 
natives in general, have been overcome i n 
feveral individual instances, as the Directors 
w i l l have the fatisfaction of fhewing. 

T h e circumftances wh ich have enabled the 
C o m p a n y occafionally to prevail over fo 
many formidable hindrances are not difficult 
to be explained. It may be remarked i n the 
firft place, that there are a few natives o f 
fome confequence i n Af r i ca , w h o , though 
they owe their rife to the Slave Trade, never 
carried it on to any great extent themielves, 
but are the fucceflbrs o f deceafed flave-traders, 
and are growing now lefs and lefs difpofed 
to pufh that dangerous and bloody traffic, 
by wh ich their property has been acquired. 
1 his is one description o f chiefs from among 
w h o m the Company may be expected to 
make profelytes. T o thefe may be added as 
many other flave-traders, or chiefs, (and they 
are l ike ly to amount, in courfe of time, to 
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no fmall number in the whole) who may 
happen to be thrown into fome difirefa 
through the Slave Trade ; who may lofe a 
near relation or a friend through this traffic; 
or poflibly having been redeemed from a 
flave-fhip themfelves, may become affected 
by the consideration o f having narrowly 
elcaped that fate to w h i c h they are in the 
habit o f configning others. Circumstances 
have already occurred at Sierra Leone, which 
have led the Directors to expect that fome 
converts to the cauie of the Company may, 
from time to t ime, be gained from perfons 
coming under this defcription. A g a i n , there 
may be other Africans who may be induced, 
partly at leaft by higher principles, to favour 
the C o m p a n y ; who may be led, in fome 
meafure, ferioufly to contemplate the miierics 
wh ich the Slave Trade has brought upon 
their unhappy country, and may be prevailed 
upon, i f a fair opening be afforded them, and 
the Sacrifice required of them be not too great, 
to become the inilruments o f rendering the 
place o f their own residence a fcene of order 
and peaceful iuduftry. L a f l l y , there may 
be fome African kings, or chiefs, who, Struck 
wi th the improvements wh ich they may have 
beheld at Freetown, or having been induced 
perhaps to vi l i t England, may return ani­
mated wi th the delire of imparting the blef-
fings they have witneSfed, to their native 
country ; who may be induced, poi l ib ly by 
embracing Cltfiftian principles, to devote 
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their lives to the caufe, and m a y {land for­
ward as the chief promoters of the C i v i l i z a ­
t ion of Afr ica , and the zealous friends of the 
Company . 

T h a t one or other o f the principles a l ­
luded to has actually operated on the minds 
o f feveral very considerable chiefs, w i l l be 
feen by the recitals w h i c h w i l l now be given 
to the Court . 

T h e Directors w i l l introduce firft, a quo­
tation from the journal o f one o f their fer­
vants already frequently reforted to, w h i c h 
w i l l defcribe an interview held w i th a neigh­
bouring chief, about a year after the inftitution 
of the colony. 

" H a v i n g received fome int imation o f the 
" prejudices againft us fubfifting in the m i n d 
M o f this chief, I began m y converfation 
** with obferving, that I feared our engagc-
*' ments at home i n the care of our infant 
*' colony, might have afforded time for i n -
" terefted men to Spread abroad many re-
" ports to our difadvantagc : that it was true 
M we were not friends to the Slave Trade, but 
*' that our plan was peaceably to draw the 
*' natives from it, by letting before them 
" other, fources of wealth, and opening their 
" eyes to their o w n true interests. H e was, 
" to a certain degree, c iv i l and polite i n his 
" replies, but at firft evidently far from 
4 1 cordial ; he allowed that we had many 
*« enemies, and that he bad been a good deal 
" alarmed for his property. I then explained 
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'* feveral parts o f our conduct, w h i c h 1 
u found had been grofsly mifreprefented; 
" and alfured h i m , i n particular, that it was 
" not in the leaft our purpofe to decoy flaves 
" from their matters (as he underftood it was 
u our principle to do), and that i f we d id 
*< not feize and deliver them up when they 
" run away to our fettlement, yet we wou ld 
" neither w i l l i n g l y fhelter them, nor give 
** them employment. I offered education at 
" Sierra Leone to any o f his young people, 
V and hinted that a feininary might be fet 

up at his o w n place o f residence, i f he 
'* wiftied i t . I then urged h i m to turn the 
" labour o f his grumettas to the object o f 
" cultivation, entering into long calculations 
u upon it, and proceeded to fet before h i m 
" the many advantages he would derive from 
" having his lands covered w i th cotton and 
" coffee, inftead o f their being depopulated 
" as heretofore by the Slave Trade. H e 
** was very inqui l i t ivc on this fubject, and 
" appeared rather to approve the plan, ex-
" preffing however a doubt whether he 
" fhould find a market for his produce: I 
" anfwered, that we would make an agree-
" ment to take it off his hands at a certain 
" price. T h e converfation ended by his 
" obferving that m y explanation was fatis-
" factory, and that he wifhed fuccefs to 
*' the Company. I walked afterwards over 
" fome of the land o f this chief, the foil o f 
f t which is excellent: cotton grows in great 
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4 4 abundance, a n d t h e true indigo is Teen i n 
4 4 feveral places." 

T h e D i r e d o r s have the fatisfaction o f add­
i n g , that the d i s p o s i t i o n o f this peribn to 
quit the Slave Trade and betake himfelf to 
cult ivation, appears, b y recent advices, to-
have been considerably strengthened; and 
fome meafures are stated to have been actually 
taken by h i m for this purpofe. T h e obstacles 
w h i c h have retarded the adoption of the 
fuggeftions made to h i m by the Company , 
have been precifely fuch as might be ex­
pected ; namely, his outstanding debts, wh ich 
it has been found very difficult to get i n , 
unlets by accepting Haves i n difcharge o f 
them ; his experience o f the profits of the 
Slave Trade, by which all his property has 
been gained, and his mind o f courfe t o a 
certain degree influenced ; and his temporary 
prejudices againft the Company. O n the 
other hand, the humanity for wh ich this 
Afr ican is diftinguifhed, the growing liberality 
o f his views, and above all perhaps the r e ­
duction which there has lately been i n the 
demand for flaves through the war, as well 
as the late failure of mercantile :/edit i n this 
country, feem at length to hav ' c operated on 
his mind fo effectually, as t o turn the balance 
i n favour o f a fyftem o f cult ivation. 

Another obfervation, to the praife o f th is 
refpec-table Afr ican , feems proper to be added. 
It might naturally be prefumed from the c i r ­
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cumftances w h i c h have been ftated, that at 
the time when he followed the Slave Trade , 
he would be l ike ly to excrcifc as much 
humanity as could eaftly be made compatible 
wi th the profecution o f fuch a commerce ; 
and that he wou ld probably therefore confine 
his purchafes to flaves fetched from a distance, 
g iv ing protection to the people round h i m , 
even while he was inconfideratcly encourag­
i n g the atrocities o f the interior country. 
T h e truth o f this prefumption is eftablifhed 
by eenfures caft on h i m by the flave-traders. 
H e is the very man (the fucceflor o f the 
mulatto chief) who was charged by the 
Bri t i fh flave-captain w i th having made h i m 
wait fo long for flaves, being afraid to " make 
a hau l" of his people, as " the line fellow,''* 
his predeceffor, ufed to do ; and whofe town 
therefore, the Brit ifh captain laid he wou ld 
have feized, " i f his fhip had been wel l 
manned," i n order to teach this Afr ican 
trader " a proper degree o f Spirit. ' ' H i s 
want o f the due qualifications for the Slave 
Trade has been likewife intimated by a 
Bri t i fh factor refulent in that part ; for when 
the latter was afked, " Does the fucceffor o f 
the mulatto flave-trader take the fame means 
o f recovering debts (namely, by laying wafte 
the towns o f his debtor) w h i c h his prede­
ceffor did ?" T h e anfwer was, " No, he is 
too eafy." T h e Directors find in the journal 
fent home, a testimony from the mouth o f a 
third Brit ifh fubject, no lefs to the praife o f 

M this 



this Af r i can , the degree of peace and fecurity 
w h i c h his mildnefs has introduced into the 
country round h i m , being intimated i n words 
to the fol lowing purpor t : " I remember the 
" time (faid this Have-factor who dwelt on 
M a neighbouring illand,) when, i f I dif-
*' patched a grumetta up the country w i t h 
" goods equal i n value to one Have, I was 
" fure to have h i m back wi th a couple o f 
" flaves in return for them wi th in fix days :. 
" but it w i l l now take as many weeks to get 
" the fame number of flaves ; and yet I am 
" obliged to give more money for m y flaves 
*' than ever." 

T h e Sierra Leone Company owe the fuc-
cefs they have met w i t h , throughout the 
district they have now been fpeaking of, 
partly to the war, and partly to the remem­
brance of the miferies inflicted in the time of 
the mulatto flave-trader. T h e y have derived 
a fimilar benefit from fome recent experience 
o f the bitter confequenccs of the Slave Trade 
i n the fo l lowing cafe: 

A Mahometan chief has been mentioned, 
who redeemed from a flave-fhip three of the 
free fettlers from L o n d o n , and who came 
down to the fettlement wi th the view of ob­
taining the Company ' s afliitancc, in the 
recovery o f a free-boy detained for a debt by 
a flave-factor. T h e fol lowing obfervations 
made by this Mahometan may properly be 
added i n this place. 
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" H e faid, that he had been taught to 
" look on this fettlement wi th a jealous eye, 
" and had therefore hitherto avoided a l l 
" intercourfe w i th us, but that fome recent 
" misfortunes brought on h i m by the raa-
" chinations o f flave-traders, fome o f w h i c h 
" he particularized, added to what he had 
" lately learnt ref lect ing our conduct, had 
" made h i m fufpect the truth o f what he had 
< { been ufed to hear concerning us, and that 
" he was come to have his doubts cleared 
" up. After fome general conversation, he 
" applied to me i n the moft earneft manner 
*• for m y aftiftance i n the recovery o f 
" Famarah, (a very confiderable and dif t in-
" guiflied chief, carried off the coaft fome 
" time fince as a Have,) who had been his 
( C intimate friend, and for w h o m he felt 
•* deeply concerned. H e afterwards fpoke 
" to me o f the favourite free-boy, w h o m he 
" had juft loft, and by way of inducing me 
" to exert myfelf i n the recovery o f thefe 
" captives, he named his o w n interference in 
" the redemption o f our free fettlers, for 
" wh ich he obferved that he had been much 
" blamed as wel l as laughed at by the flave-
" traders. T h o u g h I could give h i m little 
** hope o f being able to recover either o f 
" thefe two perfons, through the difficulty 
" o f tracing them, he went away pleafed on 
*' the whole w i th his vifit . H e was par-
" t icularly gratified by going wi th me to fee 
M the fchools; 1 i f I were a younger man, 
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" faid he, 1 fhould Hay here a lways ; but , 
4 4 as it is, I fhall fend m y chi ldren. ' H e 
** alfo fpoke o f his having been dr iven , 
4 4 through the arts of a Br i t i fh flave-trader, 
1 4 to the neceflity o f quit t ing his native place 
** o f refidence ; but obferved, that he l ived 
4 4 now in a country affording fome produce, 
u w h i c h he fhould be happy to collect for 
4 4 us. I was much interefted both by the 
4 4 converfation and manners of this vif i tor , 
4 4 who is about i i x t y years o ld , of a good 
4 1 appearance, w i th much benevolence i n his 
4 4 countenance. H i s m i n d , wh ich is na-
4 C turally fagacious, being now bowed d o w n 
" by his misfortunes, is more open to re-
4 4 ceive impreflions unfavourable to the Slave 
4 4 Trade than that of moft o f his country-
4 4 men , and I truft we fhall attach h i m to 
4 t us. 

T h e Directors w i l l next add a very en­
couraging account o f an interview w i t h 
another chief. 

4 4 I waited on the chief o f this river, w h o 
4 4 is a perfon o f considerable confequence; 
4 4 for though there are three kings i n the 
4 4 neighbourhood, he is faid to poffefs a 
4 4 powerful influence over them, and to have 
4 4 had the nomination of them a l l . I was 
4 4 furprifed by the appearance of a man about 
4 4 ninety years o ld , ftill fenfibie and active. 
l t 1 acquainted h i m wi th the motives o f m y 
4 4 vifi t , and the general principles o f the 
4 4 Sierra Leone Company. H e entered very 
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" readily into our views, allured me that he 
c t would take our traders under his protcc-
*' t ion, and alfo favour us i n refpect to the 
** cuftoms of his r ive r : he promifed to fend 
" one of his boys to the fettlement for edu-
" cation, and expreffed an intention of vifit-
*' ing it himfelf i n the enfuing dry feafon. 
" H e alfo offered protection to a miffionary, 
** or fchoolmafter, i f we wou ld fend h i m 
< c one, and faid he wou ld take care to make 
" his fituation comfortable. I have met w i t h 
*' no one o f the natives more liberal i n his 
" views, or more clear i n his ideas and manner 
*' of converfation. H e has diverted h imfe l f 
u wonderfully o f all the Afr ican prejudices, 
" ridicules without fcruple the fuperftition o f 
" his countrymen, and particularly inveighs 
" againft the cuftom o f facrificing to the 
** devi l , w h o , faid he, * muft be himfelf a 
" creature o f G o d . ' A l t hough occasionally 
" engaged in the Slave Trade , he feems to 
" rejoice i n the profpect o f its aboli t ion. 
" Some years ago his t o w n was deftroyed by 
" the mulatto flave-trader, and many o f his 
*' people were carried into capt iv i ty ; he ftill 
" waits an opportunity of revenging himfelf. 
" - — - W e have fuggefted to h im the fo l low-
u i ng proposi t ion; that he fhould bui ld on 
" an ifland of his a houfe for a factory, and 
" a rice-houfe, ve i l i ng in us the right o f 
" poifeffion, and that he fhould furnifh to a 
*• planter, w h o m we might fend thither, 
( t labourers enough to clear and plant the 
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** whole of the ifland. I think it is l ike ly 
*4 that our propofal w i l l be complied w i t h , 
< 4 and that a magazine may confequently be 
<f cftablifhed for the produce of the ne igh-
" bouring country, wh ich is very r i ch , a-
*' bounding w i th rice, i tock, and camwood. 
*' I f a fchoolmaiter, or mifl ionary, fhould 
4 4 feitle on the fpot propofed for the planta-
" t ion, he would of courfe find a confider-
4 4 able population around it , provided the 
4 4 cultivation fhould be carried on w i th Spiri t ; 
" and he would alfo be w i t h i n one or two 
?' hours distance of feveral o f the moft popu-
4 4 lous villages i n thefe parts, to wh ich he 
4 4 might occaSionally migrate." 

A very favourable fpecimen of the Afr ican 
character, and a moft plealing proof o f the 
practicability of introducing various E u r o ­
pean improvements into that continent, are 
afforded by the fo l lowing incident : 

" A fhip of ours arrived lately from the 
4 4 river Gambia , w i th five natives i n h e r ; 
4 4 one of them, of the name of C u d d y , is a 
4 4 chief, and principal trader refiding there; 
4 4 his figure and appearance are very prc-
" poffefling and Singular; he is wel l made, 
i C and about Six feet three inches h igh : his 
" manners arc c iv i l and unconstrained, and 
* e his face is the picture of benevolence. H e 
4 4 is at the fame time modett and diffident, 
l i and afraid o f faying a w o r d by wh ich he 
*4 may offend againft the truth. H e was 
** dreffed after the fafhion o f his country* 
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*' and was uncommonly neat and clean, but 
** defpifed finery. H e has rifen much i n 
** m y efteem during the fourteen days w h i c h 
" he has juft been pafling in my houfe, and 
" all the officers of the Company , as well as 
" the fettlers, have been uncommonly pleafed 
u w i th h im. T h e circumstance i n his cha-
" racier w h i c h gratified me the molt , was, 
4 < that whatever he faw, he feemed to con-
" template chiefly w i t h the view o f turn ing 
M it to the advantage of his country. H e 
t l has been ufing the greateft afhduity to 
" prevail on fome of the N o v a Scotia fettlers 
u to accompany h i m back to the G a m b i a , 
u in order that they may inStruct his country-
" men in their arts; and has fucceeded i n 
" procuring a good carpenter to go w i t h 
'* h i m , who is to bui ld h im a houfe, and 
" make h i m fome ploughs and utenfils for 
" husbandry. T h e carpenter underffands 
" making looms alfo, and Cuddy has it much 
" at heart to introduce a broad loom among 
" his people. H e has perfuaded another 
" man to embark wi th h i m , w h o under-
" ftands ploughing, and can make mingles, 
" and other ufeful articles. C u d d y having 
" long entertained a predilection for the 
" Company, has always fhewn great k i n d -
*c nefs to their fervants, when they have 
*' been i n the G a m b i a , and he has built a 
** little town on the Hoop ficle o f that r iver , 
" to wh ich he has given the name of Sierra 
u L e o n e . Be ing curious i n natural pro-
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k t dud ions , he (hewed to our botanift fcvc-
" ral plants growing here wh ich are ufeful 
" in dy ing , and i n particular a tree w h i c h 
" is ufed i n the Gambia for mak ing the 
*' indigo more durable." 

T h e D i r e d o r s w i l l i n the next place treat 
more particularly of the interior country. 
T h e chief information w h i c h they fhall offer 
on this fubjed, w i l l be comprized in a nar­
rative of a journey lately undertaken into a 
large neighbouring k ingdom by two of the 
Company ' s fervants.* T h e D i r e d o r s have 
not introduced into the preceding parts o f 
this Report any article of intelligence gained 
i n this expedit ion, fince they conceived it to 
be definable that all the chief circumftances 
relating to it mould be prefented at one view 
to the Cour t . 

Information having been brought to the 
Governor and Counci l by fome natives o f 

* It may be proper to remark, that the account of this 
expedition, as well as a variety of other matter introduced into 
this and the preceding chapter, was not inferted in the Report 
read to the. Proprietors. Advices from Sierra Leone, dated 
the 6th of September, 1794, had been received at the time of 
fending the prefent Report to the prefs, which have furnifhed 
much additional intelligence. Thefe recent accounts are in altrioft 
every refpect more favourable than any which had preceded : 
they convey, neverthelef>, information of a difturbance having 
arifen in the colony, through the violence of fome of the moii 
difaffecled and mifchicvens of the Nova Scotians ; but the ring­
leader? having been taken up, or having left the fettlement, 
and the utnioll tranquillity prevailing at the time when the lad 
difpatches came away, which were dated feven or eight vWCekS 
fubfequent to the tumult, the government appear to be fully 
perfuaded that there is no reafon to apprehend any permanent 
or mateiial i l l conlequences. 
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the Foulah country, that the k i n g o f the 
Foulahs, a large and powerful nation, § to 
the north-can: of Sierra Leone , had expreffed 
a dciire to form an intercourfe wi th the co­
lony , two gentlemen in the Company 's fcr-
vice X offered to make an attempt to pene­
trate through a large, and as yet u n k n o w n 
tract of country, to his capital. T h e y ac­
cordingly failed to the river Rionunes, wh ich 
is to the north of Sierra Leone, obtained the 
neceilary interpreters and guides at the town 
o f K o c u n d y , which lies a considerable way up 
the river, and then fet out on foot in a party 
of about, twenty perfons. T h e y mention, 
w i t h much thankfulnefs, their obligations to 
fome flave-traders i n the neighbourhood of 
K o c u n d y , and i n particular to a mulatto 
trader, who was o f coniidcrable ufe to them 
i n their letting out. 

It appeared in a fhort time after their leav­
ing the Rionunes , that a confiderable inter­
courfe fubfiited between the interior country 
and the upper parts of the river ; for no lefs 
than five or f ix hundred Foulahs were often 
feen i n one day, carrying great loads o f rice 
and ivory on their backs, which they were 
about to exchange for fait. T h e travellers 

§ There appear to be feveral independent tribes or nations 
of Foulahs in Africa, of which this is probably one of the 
moil confiderable. 

I The Perfons who made this expedition were M r . Jamer* 
Watt, already fpoken of, and M r . Winterbottom, brother to 
P r . Winterbottom, the phyfician to the colony. 
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found as they went forward, a number o f 
fucccffive towns, diftant i n general f ix , eight, 
or ten miles from each other, i n w h i c h they 
were always moft hofpitably received ; the 
utmoft fatisfadfcion as we l l as furprize being 
expreffed at the appearance o f white men, o f 
w h o m none had ever been feen even at the 
diftance of a few days journey from the coaft. 
After travelling for fixteen days, through a 
country barren in many parts but fruitful i n 
others, and remarkably full of cattle, and after 
pafling two or three fmall rivers, one of w h i c h 
was faid to empty itfelf into the river G a m b i a , 
they arrived at the town of L a b y , wh ich is 
diftant about two hundred miles, almoft d i ­
rectly eaftward or in land, from that part o f 
the river Rionunes from wh ich they fet out 
on foot. Here they fpent three or four days, 
being moft cordially received by the chief or 
k i n g o f the place, who is fubordinate to the 
k i n g of the Foulahs. L a b y is about two 
miles and a half i n circumference, and is 
fuppofed to contain not lefs than five thou­
fand inhabitants : the ftate o f c ivi l izat ion is 
much the fame here as i n the farther part, 
w h i c h w i l l be defcribed fhortly. F r o m L a b y 
they proceeded towards the capital of the 
Foulah k ingdom, called Teembo, w h i c h is 
feventy-two miles further inland, and having 
experienced every where the fame hofpitality, 
they arrived there i n the courfe of another 

' week. 

P u r i n g fourteen days wh ich they palled 
i n 



i n the capital, they had many converfations, 
through the medium of interpreters, both 
w i th the k i n g and w i t h a perfon who acts as 
deputy to the k ing i n his abfencc, and w i th 
many other principal perfons. It appears 
that the country fubject to the k i n g o f the 
Foulahs, is about three hundred and fifty 
miles in length, from calf to weft, and about 
two hundred miles i n breadth, from north 
to fou th ; and that the k i n g exercifes a 
very arbitrary power, both in refpect to the 
punifhment of offences, and many other 
points, and, i n particular, that he opens and 
{huts up the markets and channels o f trade 
juft as he pleafes. The town of Teembo 
is fuppofed to contain about feven thou­
fand inhabitants, and the fuperiority of the 
people of all thefe interior parts, to thofe 
on the coaft, is great, in moft branches o f 
civi l izat ion, t h e houles here and at L a b y , 
as wel l as at fome other places, are occafion-
ally fpoken of i n the journals from which 
this narrative is taken, as very good. T h e 
filver ornaments worn by fome of the chief 
women, are faid to be equal i n value to 20I. 
There are people at Laby and at Teembo, 
who work i n i ron , i n filver, in wood, and 
i n leather, and there is a manufacture o f 
narrow cloths. T h e chief men are furnifhed 
wi th books, of wh ich the fubject is generally 
either d iv in i ty or law ; and the art of reading 
is common over the country, there being 
fchools for the inftruction o f children eftablifh-. 
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cd in almofl every town. Horfes are c o m ­
monly ufed by the chief people, who are la id 
to ride out often for their amufement, and a 
fpecies o f horfe-race or courfing occurred, at 
wh ich the k i n g invited the two ftrangers to 
attend. T h e foil is generally ftony ; much 
o f it is pafture ; rice is cultivated in fome 
parts, chiefly by the labour of the women , 
the men, a great proportion o f w h o m are 
flaves, carrying away the produce on their 
backs. About one-third o f the country is 
faid to be extremely fert i le; the foil is d ry , 
and the climate is thought very good. T h e 
nights and mornings were Sometimes co ld , 
and the thermometer was once as l ow as 5 1 
at half pait l ive i n the morning , but it role 
to near 9 0 at noon. T h e profeffed rel igion 
of the country is Mahometani fm, and there 
are many mofqucs; hut neither the priefts 
nor people appear to have much bigotry 
in their minds, though they do not fail to 
obferve the Mahometan ceremonies, p ray ing 
five times a day. T h e punifhments w h i c h 
the k i n g inflidfs are fevere, efpecially in the 
cafe of difrefpect ihewn to his o w n autho­
rity ; but it appears that no Foulahs are ever 
Ibid as flaves either for debts or crimes, and 
kidnapping feldorn occurs, being probably 
not very practicable i n the heart o f the 
country. T h e Foulahs however have been 
uled, t i l l lately, to carry on a very confider­
able Slave Trade by means of their wars j 
for they go to war avowedly for the purpole 
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of getting flaves, one of the tenets o f their 
rel igion, wh ich permits them to deftroy aH 
w h o m they term infidels (a term w h i c h feems 
to include all their neighbours), affording 
them a convenient apology for every exerciie 
o f this horrible injuftice. T h e fervants ot 
the Company appear to have loft no oppor­
tuni ty o f inveighing againft the wickednefs of 
thefe wars, and o f inculcating the principles 
w h i c h govern the Sierra Leone Company on 
the minds both of the k ing , the chief priefts, 
and other principal perfons, as the fo l lowing 
palfages from one o f the journals w i l l fu i l i -
cientiy prove. 

*' I n the morn ing I had a vifit from the 
*' deputy k i n g , who told me w i t h a degree 
" of opennefs w h i c h fhocked me, that the 
u fole object o f their wars was to procure 
" flaves, as they could not obtain the E u r o -
" pean goods they wanted without flaves, 
** and they could not get flaves without fight-
" ing for them. I mentioned rice, ivo ry , 
" and cattle, but he anfwered that they could 
" not obtain a fufficient fupply o f the articles 
*' they moft needed, i n return for produce, 
*' fince the factories wou ld not furnifh them 
" w i t h guns, powder, and cloth, wh ich they 
" confidered as the chief neceffaries, for any 
** thing except flaves. I told h i m , that by 
u fo l lowing a trade in produce, they might 
" become r ich without going to war for 
" flaves, a thing wh ich muft certainly be 
** very offenfive to that G o d to w h o m they 
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tt prayed five times a day. " But thefe pecw 
" pie on w h o m we make war, returned he, 
" never pray to G o d : we do not go to war 
" w i t h people who give G o d A l m i g h t y fer-
4 t v ice . " 

In an interview wi th the k i n g himfelf the 
fo l lowing converfation occurred: 

" After having Hated the views o f the 
" Sierra Leone Company , I took the liberty 
" o f remarking h o w wicked it was for one 
" nation to deffroy another. I f thefe people, 
" faid I , have not fo much knowledge as 
" y o u have, y o u fhould endeavour to i n -
" ftruct them. There were prefent befides 
*' the k ing , the head prieft and the chief 
u minifter, and they all fuffered me to pro-
" cced without interruption ; I was furprized 
" at their attention ; they all acknowledged 
" the truth o f what I faid, and the k i n g ob-
" ferved, that i f he could get guns and pow-
*' der and every thing elfe he wanted, for 
u ivory , rice, and cattle, he would foon have 
< f done w i th the Slave Trade. I told h i m , 
" that i f once the people o f Afr ica knew the 
" Sierra Leone Company perfectly, I was 
" fure the wars would ceafe, and the nations 
*' o f A f r i c a would be at peace w i th their 
" neighbours. T h e y all faid, they believed 
*' fo too." 

T h e fo l lowing is the fubftance o f a con­
verfation which occurred the day after: 

" I waited on a head-man who had defircd 
" to fee me : I found h i m wr i t i ng , but he 
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*' qu ick ly laid afide his work . I had much 
" converfation w i t h h i m fimilar to that wh ich 
" I held wi th the k i n g the night before. H e 
" defended for fome time their religious wars, 
" but at laft rather yielded, admitting that 
" they muft be difpleafing to G o d : he ftill 
" faid, however, that their book dciired them 
" to make war on every nation who would 
" not do G o d fervice. I replied, that there 
u might be many good things i n their book, 
" but that I was fure that paffage had been 
" put in by the devil . G o d was fo good 
" and merciful himfelf, that he muft hate 
M every one that was fo cruel as to deftroy 
u his fellow creatures. T h e head-man d id 
u not hcfitate to fay, that i f the Foulahs 

could get the articles they wanted without 
* c going to war, he wou ld then believe that 
** going to war was offeniive to G o d ; but, 
*' faid he, i f we cannot get thefe things 
" without going to war for them, G o d then 
" cannot, be angry w i th us for going to war , 
" efpecially as it is fo i n our book," 

One other circumftance reflect ing the Slave 
Trade , more lamentable than any which the 
Directors have yet mentioned, muft be added 
i n this place. T h e deputy o f the k i n g , after 
ftating that the wars of the Foulahs were 
undertaken folely for the purpofe o f getting 
flaves, faid alfo, " that the old men a?id old 
" women who were captured in thefe wars, 

*£ and who were known to be unfaleablc, were 

" put to death" Thefe are the words ufed 
in 



i i i the journal o f * one o f the Company ' s 
fervants ; the journal o f the other reprefcnts 
the deputy o f the k i n g as faying, that the 
Foulahs cut the throats" o f the older cap­
tives, and it proceeds to mention, that when 
the cruelty of the practice was inveighed 
againit, he replied, that it was not fo cruel 
as letting the old people Starve to death, ad­
d ing alfo, that the nations on wh ich they 
made war, would not ferupic to do the fame. 

That this enormous effuliou of blood is 
another evi l , i n addition to thole before enu­
merated, wh ich is directly chargeable on the 
Slave Trade, the feveral quotations now given 
feem completely and di i t inct ly to prove ; and 
on the other hand, that no l imilar effulion o f 
blood can be fuppofed to happen, even among 
the fame people, i n the cafe of able-bodied 
flaves returned or withheld for want o f a 
market, the recital of the fol lowing c i rcum­
ftances wi l l fhew no lefs indifputably. 

It has been already noticed, that by the 
breaking out o f the war wi th France, a very 
great and fudden check was given to the 
Slave Trade on the coaft. It appears from the 
journals o f this expedition, that the influence 
o f the European war was no lefs ftrongly felt 
i n thefe interior regions. T h e wars of T e e m ­
bo ceafed about this pe r iod : the price of 
Haves at the fea-fide, fell from 1 6 0 to 1 2 0 
bars. T h e k ing of the Foulahs i n order to 

• M r . Watt. 
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bring the flave-traders to terms, forbade all 
bis fubjects to carry flaves to the coaft, unt i l 
160 bars ffiould again be offered, and the 
confcquence o f the flaves having been thus 
withheld (a few fmuggled ones excepted) is 
ftated i n the journal to be, that the Foulah 
country had become full o f them.* 

It has been mentioned in one part o f the 
preceding body of information concerning 
the Slave Trade, that the Foulahs (who were 
at the fame time alfo ftated to be k n o w n to 
go to war for flaves) were often kidnapped 
before they could return from carrying their 
captives down to the factories, by the free­
booters who infeft the coaft. T h i s in te l l i ­
gence is confirmed by the fo l lowing incident, 
w h i c h , however, is not the only one occur­
r i n g i n this journey that might ferve to 
eftabliih the fame point. 

A n old man called on the travellers when 
they were at Teembo, and begged them to 
make inqui ry after his fon, who wi th fix 
others, fome of them relations of the k ing , 
had been feized in returning from the river 
Riopongas, about four years ago. T h e y 
had been fold to the Brit ifh flave-factor at 
the Ifles de L o s , and immediately fhipped oft* 
one only excepted, to the Weft Indies : by 
the Foulah king's interference this one was 
recovered ; the old man faid, there was no 
ranfom that he fhould not be w i l l i n g to pay 

* The journal indicates, though not very difHnftly, that 
they were put to work. 
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for his fori .* T h e writer of the journal adds, 
*' I allured h i m , that the Governor of Sierra 
" Leone would feel almofl as much pleafure 
" i n reftoring his fon, as the father himfelf 
" could feel in feeing h i m return, and that 
" we fhould fpare no pains i n inqui r ing after 
** h im. A t hearing me fay this, the old man's 
" eyes gliftened, and he left me, bleffmg both 
" the governor and myfelf, and al luring me 
** that he fhould pray for me." 

T h e Directors have the fatisfaction of ob-
ferving, that the two travellers appear both 
by the propriety and coniiflency of their own 
conduct, and by the public declarations wh ich 
they made of the principles wh ich governed 
the conduct of the Sierra Leone Company , to 
have ingratiated themfelves much wi th the 
natives, and to have peculiarly pofTeifed them­
felves o f the confidence of the chief people. 
T h e k i n g being afked whether he mould be 
w i l l i n g to encourage any European, to fettle 
near h i m wi th a v iew to cult ivation, readily 
anfwered, that he would furnifh h i m wi th 
land, and cattle, and men for the purpofe. 
M u c h converfation palled at different times 
concerning the introduction o f the p lough, 
o f which no one had ever heard in the F o u ­
lah country. T h e k ing o f L a b y offered to 

* Two of the perfons fold are faid to have borne the name 
of Omar, another is called Haniadoo, and another Bubarcarrie ; 
two others are mentioned under the name of Hamodoo, one of 
whom was the fpn of this old man. The Directors have intro­
duced their names with a view of promoting their redemption, 
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fend a fon to England for education, and a 
principal prieft expreffed fome willingnefs to 
do the fame. Di l igent inqui ry was made 
both at L a b y and Teembo, concerning the 
route to T o m b u d o o , a t own i n the heart o f 
Afr i ca , fuppofed to be o f the firft magnitude, 
to wh ich fome adventurers from the Af foc i -
ation inltituted for promot ing Difcoveries i n 
the interior of Af r i ca , have attempted to 
penetrate. It was faid at L a b y that a free 
communication fubfifted wi th T o m b u d o o , o f 
which the diftance however was defcribed to 
be no lefs than a four months journey ; f ix 
kingdoms intervening between the country o f 
the Foulah k i n g and that of the k ing o f T o m ­
budoo .* T h e kingdom of Genah , the near-
e l l of the f ix to T o m b u d o o , and that o f 
T o m b u d o o itfelf, were fpoken of as richer 
than any of the others that were named. 
T h e city of Caihna feems alfo to have been 
k n o w n at L a b y , but the route thither was 
defcribed as hazardous. 

O n leaving Teembo, the Company's fer* 
vants thought proper to return by a different 
and rather more dangerous path they were 
efcorted however by a large body of Foulahs, 
fent at the command of the k i n g ; the n u m ­
ber of thcie amounting, during part of the jou r ­
ney, to no lefs than five or fix hundred. W h e n 
this body of people arrived on the borders o f 

* T h e nearcft to the F o u h h kingdom is Bcl ia , the fecond 
Bouria, the third Manda, the fourth Segoo, the fifth Soa-
fundoo, the Cxth Genah. 
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the Sufee country, wh ich it was neceflTary for 
the travellers to crofs in order to reach the fea 
by this path, a fufpicion arofe on the part o f 
the Sufees, that the Foulahs were come to 
make war againft them, under the pretext o f 
conducting white men to the coaft ; on w h i c h 
occafion the Foulahs exhibited to the Sufees 
fome goods and flaves wh ich they had w i th 
them, as a proof that they could have no de-
fign of making war, and fucceeded i n remov­
i n g the fufpicion ; infomuch that it was deter­
mined at a meeting of Sufee chiefs, held i n 
a neighbouring town of the Sufees, not on ly 
that the travellers, and the party w i t h them 
w h o wifhed to proceed to Sierra Leone , 
fhould be permitted to pafs, but alfo that the 
path through the Sufee country, wh ich for­
mer wars had fliut, fhould become perma­
nently open. 

Four or five confiderable perfons from the 
Foulah k i n g , and from other kings and 
chiefs, together wi th their fuite, came down 
to Freetown wi th the white travellers and 
paired a few days there, arranged fome plans 
w i th a v iew to a commercial intercourfe, and 
returned full o f admiration o f what they had 
feen, and gratified in the higheft degree by 
their vifit. It has fince been learnt that the 
Foulahs w h o came on this embafly, have got 
back to the borders o f the Foulah k ingdom, 
where their countrymen w h o came to meet 
them were fo much interefted at the firft re­
cital of what had been heard and feen at Sierra 
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Leone , that the party were kept together i n 
converfation t i l l day-break. 

T h e fuccefs attending the journey w h i c h 
has been juft defcribed, has encouraged the 
idea o f another and more important enter-
prize, upon wh ich one of the travellers into 
the Foulah country, and another perfon in 
the fervice of the Company, were, according 
to the laft accounts, l ike ly foon to enter. 
T h e i r main object w i l l be to penetrate to 
T o m b u d o o , and the route taken w i l l pro­
bably be that o f the Foulah country. I f the 
travellers fhould reach Tombucfoo , it w i l l 
depend on the information which they w i l l 
there receive, whether they (hall trace back 
their ffeps fouth ward to Teembo and Sierra 
Leone , or fhall return directly wcftward to­
wards the Gambia , or attempt to pafs on 
through the middle of the continent of Af r i ca , 
to the Mediterranean. 

T h e Directors have had the fatisfaction o f 
learning, not only that wars have ceafed i n 
the parts near to Sierra Leone, fince the ftag-
nation o f the demand for Haves; but that 
diftant places on the coaft, having felt the 
fame declcnfion of the Slave Trade , have alfo 
enjoyed an unufual degree of peace. T h e 
very refpectable and intelligent native of the 
name of C u d d y , from the diftant river G a m ­
bia, mentioned, when he was at Freetown, 
that there were no longer any wars i n any 
part of his neighbourhood, and that the few 
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flaves fold there, the number of w h o m was 
diminifhing daily, came from the remote 
country o f Ga l l am. H e is faid to have added 
the fo l lowing words : " W h a t fhould a man 
M go to war for now ? There is nothing to 
" make people go to w a r : no price for flaves 
" —no fhip to take them—no goods to give 
" for them ! Suppofc fhips come plenty, 
*' aye, then people go to war again ! 

T h e decleniion of the Slave Trade in the 
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, appears from 
many proofs to have been very great. T h e 
Governor and Counci l fuppofe, that not more 
than one-fifth of the ufual number o f flaves 
arc now carried off the adjacent Coaft. T h e 
French flave-factory near Freetown has been 
already mentioned to be relinquifhed, and an 
individual In-itifh flave-factor has been alfo 
ftated to have removed himfelf from Sierra 
Leone river. One of the chief neighbouring 
factories, fituated in the Iflcs de L o s , is on the 
point o f being given up alfo. T h e flavc-
factory o f Bance Ifland, the only one remain­
ing either i n the river Sierra Leone or in its 
immediate neighbourhood, is thought to 
apply itfelf more than formerly to the co l ­
lection of produce, having alfo fet on foot a 
cotton plantation, worked by native labour­
ers, a meafure w h i c h the inftitution of the 
Sierra Leone Company appears to have fug-
gefted. A flavc-factor, of the name o f 
WiJk in fon , has declared that he w i l l quit the 
trade, and has afked leave to transfer his 
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property (amounting to about two thoufand 
pounds) to Freetown, offering to conform 
himfelf to all the laws of the colony, i f he 
fhould be permitted to fettle there. * 

T h e Governor and Counci l appear to have 
taken fome pains in inqui r ing what has been 
done wi th the flaves who have either heen 
withheld or returned through the want of 
purchasers, and what would be l ikely to be 
their fate on a total abolition o f the Slave 
Trade. A refpectable chief from Port L o g o , 
an upper branch o f the Sierra Leone river, 
being afked whether refufed prifoners were 
k i l l ed , he anfwered, f* N o , that is never 
done i n Port L o g o ; we carry them home 
and make them w o r k . " *' But w i l l they 
not run a w a y ? " - " I f they do, we can't 
help that, we can't k i l l them. I f a man is 
too old to fell, he is too old to do you harm ; 
what fhould you k i l l h i m for ?" M D i d 
y o u ever fee any refufed flaves ki l led ?" 
u N o ; I am an old man, but I never faw 
that: i f they do that i n another country I 
don't know that." 

" T w o other intelligent, native traders, 
" from the interior country, mentioned the 
" great number o f flaves now on the coaif 
" wai t ing for purchafers, and faid they were 
" at that time kept confined : they named 
" one trader who had no lefs than two h u n -
** dred i n his poffeflion. O n being afked 

* This perfon is fince dead. 
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" w h y they were not employed in cutting 
" wood , planting rice, or fome other c m -
" ployment, he replied, that there might be 
*' danger of infurrection from fo many being 
" employed all together, and that they m u l l 
" therefore firft be difperfed; befides, there 
" had been no encouragement to cut cam-
*' w o o d : they could not tell what our com-
" mercial agent, who was gone down the 
" coaft, might be able to effect in this re-
" fpect. If the Slave Trade were to continue 
** at a Hand, they obfervcd, that no more 
** flaves would come from the bufh (or i n -
" terior country) and, indeed, that few came 
" now. T h e y faid that the flaves would 
" certainly not be put to death, for that no-
M body was ever put to death except i n war 
" or for crimes." 

" A white factor alfo is named, who gave 
'* information, that fcarce any flaves have 
" been bought for the fpace of a year i n that 
*' part o f Afr ica w h i c h lies between Cape 
" Vergo and Cape M o u n t , on account o f 
" the traders on the Coaft having infifted 
*' that the price mould be reduced about ten 
M or twelve pounds. H e ftated alfo, that 
" the natives, exafperated by the fudden 
c t lowering of the terms, had lately withheld 
" their flaves entirely, and had employed 
l* them, particularly in the Sufee and M a n -
a dingo countries, i n the culture of r ice ." 
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T h e Directors w i l l now add fome obser­
vations on the general character o f the na­
tives ; and they w i l l introduce in the fequcl 
fome facta wh ich w i l l fhew their friendly 
difpofitions towards the Company , and alfo 
their capacity for in l l ruct ion. 

T h e account wh ich has been given of 
feveral natives who have been peculiarly i n -
ftrumental in forwarding the views of the 
Company , ought by no means to be con­
fidered as affording a fample of the common 
character of their countrymen. T h e natives 
of Afr ica , fo f i r as the Directors have had an 
opportunity of judging, are, i n general, 
fuperftitious i n the higheft degree ; they be­
lieve in witchcraft, incantations, and charms, 
and they are hereby fubjected to grofs i m p o -
fitions, and are alfo led to the practice o f 
many acts o f cruelty, as well as o f injuffice : 
fome o f them add a number of Mahometan , 
or other fuperititions, to their o w n , wh ich 
they learn chiefly from travelling prieffs o f 
the Mahometan perfuaiion, who abound i n 
Af r i ca , and make a trade of felling charms. 
T h e natives o f bierra Leone , and all the ad­
jacent parts, offer oceaiional facrifices to the 
devi l . T h e y believe i n a C o d , but they 
appear to render h i m no ftated worfhip ; and 
though they entertain fome vague notions o f 
a future ftate, their faith feems to have very 
little influence on their practice. Po lygamy 
is every where common, and the fpirit of re­
taliation and revenge may be confidered as 
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'nniverfal. One of the moft refpect able and 
enlightened of the chiefs already mentioned, 
was faid to he waiting for an opportunity o f 
revenging an injury wh ich he had received 
many years before, not from the man h i m ­
felf on w h o m he meant to wreak his ven­
geance, but from the predeceffor of this per­
fon. It may be remarked o f another i n ­
dividual , the mo l l amiable perhaps o f all the 
characters met wi th in the Foulah country, 
that after much converfation on the Christ ian 
rel igion, in the courfe of wh ich he allowed 
it to be good in many refpeets, he exprefsly 
objected to the doctrine of the forgivenefs of 
injuries, on the ground of its being a virtue 
not to be attained by man, and therefore not 
to be required of h i m . There are many va­
rieties of national character among the A f r i ­
cans, fome nations appearing to be more 
crafty, and fome more uncivil ized and favage, 
than others : nor can the distinctions among 
them be traced in all cafes, either to the Slave 
Trade or to any local circumiSanccs. T h e 
fuperiority of the natives of the Foulah coun­
try, and their great hospitality to Itrangers, 
have already fumcicntly appeared; and on 
the other hand, it may be remarked, that the 
native,- of the coalt in general, but particularly 
thofe who live near the flave-fa clones, arc 
much given to l iquor, are fufpicious of white 
men, crafty, and deceitful, as wel l as Savage 
and ferocious : they are faid likewife to be 
felhfh, unreafonable, and encroaching. 



l u favour o f the Africans it may be ob-
fervcd, that they are in general fenfible of 
benefits received, and grateful for t h e m ; 
that they have much natural affection and 
feel ing; that though occasionally violent they 
are not unmanageable ; and that the energies 
o f their mind (which fome accounts given of 
the cutting o i f of flave-lhips have already 
i l i ewn to be very ftrong), though turned as 
yet to wrong object , are capable no doubt 
o f receiving a better direction. It may be 
added, that the Africans appear to be eager 
for knowledge, as wel l as religious improve­
ment, and readily invite the teachers o f 
Christ ianity ; but this readincfe, though it af­
fords ample encouragement to the mi i i ionary , 
is obvioufly to be referred rather to a general 
principle of emulation and ambition, than to 
any approbation o f the Chr i i t i an doctrines, 
o f w h i c h the natives are as yet ignorant. 
T h e y appear to admit the wickednefs of the 
Slave Trade, as much as they do that o f any 
other criminal practice, purfuing the traffic 
for the fake of its prolits, contrary to fome 
gl immering light of their eonlcience, i f not 
i n diredt defiance o f their convictions. 

A few quotations fhall here be given, illuf-
trating certain points in their character w h i c h 

have been fpoken of. 
It has been mentioned in an early part o f 

this Report, that a charge of having caufed 
the death of the late k i n g Naimbanna's fon 
was brought againft the captain of the C o m ­

pany's 



pany's fhip who carried h i m over, i n confe-
quence o f the groundlefs fuggeftion o f a 
black. T h e fol lowing is a brief account o f 
the -circumftances attending this injurious 
charge. T h e black from whofe fuggeftion it 
originated, had crotfed the fea i n the fame 
fhip wi th k ing Naimbanna's fon, and had 
been offended during the paffage, by the 
captain's urging h i m to do duty as a failor ; 
he had alio feen the captain give fome medi­
cine to the patient, wh ich was followed by a 
t r i l l ing ficknefs of ftomach. It is fuppofed 
that his i l l w i l l may have therefore prompted 
h i m to form fome fufpicions to the prejudice 
of the captain, w h i c h were rafhly commu­
nicated after his arrival at Sierra Leone to the 
relations of the deceafed. Incantations were 
immediately reforted to, as the means of 
afcertaining whether the charge fuppofed to 
lie againft the captain was founded or not. 
T h e dead body was given into the hands o f 
a ik i l fu l necromancer, and being placed in 
an erect pofture, it was fucceffively afked, 
Whether the Sierra Leone Company — 
whether the governor—whether the phy -
fician—whether a fervant of the Company 
who attended the patient, had caufed his 
death. T h e corpfe continuing motionlcfs, it 
was then afked* whether the captain o f the 
[hip was the guil ty perfon, on Which the 
body is faid to have given a nod of allent. A 
threatening letter was now written in the 
name of the relations, to the Governor and 
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Counc i l , i n wh ich compcnfation was afked 
for the murder, but it was handfomely i n ­
timated, that it was not the Company them­
felves, but fome o f the flave-captains who 
were fuppofed to have inftigated the C o m ­
pany's fervant to put the fon o f the k i n g o f 
Sierra Leone to death. T h e Governor and 
Counc i l d id not fail to refifl the claim made 
upon them, but they were obliged to permit 
the calling o f a palaver, at which a great 
concourfe of armed natives attended. T h e 
debate was opened w i t h great Solemnity in 
the name of the mother o f the deceafed, by 
a neighbouring chief, w h o delivered himfelf 
i n the T i m m a n y language, f lopping to let 
each fentence be interpreted as he went on. 
H i s fpeech was nearly as fo l lows :—That the 
queen (the mother o f the deceafed) had no 
palaver againft the Company, had no palaver 
againft the governor, had no palaver againft 
feveral others who one by one were named ; 
but that the queen had a palaver againft the 
captain o f the fhip, becaufe he had poifoned 
her fon wi th a cup o f tea whi le he was at 
fea ; that the queen demanded therefore the 
payment o f 6 0 0 bars (near tool . ) w h i c h 
muft be fent her immediately, and on this 
condition fhe would drop her intention o f 
making war againft the Company, and that 
the palaver would then be ended. It was 
added, that i f the captain fhould prefume to 
deny the crime now fo clearly proved againft 
h i m , he muft be fent up to the town of the 
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queen, in order to ftand his trial by d r ink ing 
red water,* according to the k n o w n laws o f 
the T i m m a n y country. T h e captain w h o 
was Handing by, evidently felt fome emotion 
at hearing the lafl article o f the demand ; but 
a burit of laughter ar i l ing at this moment 
among the natives who flood round, made it 
fufficiently plain that they did not at all ex­
pect, the captain's compliance. T h e G o v e r ­
nor and Counc i l infilled on call ing evidence 
on the fpot to remove the fufpicion. T h e 
black who had firft excited it was brought 
forward, and explained away all his former 
insinuations ; the innocence o f the captain 
was eftablifhed by many other witneffes, and 
the natives became evidently afhamed o f 
their conduc t ; and on the fo l lowing day the 
queen hcrfeif came down to Freetown, pro-
feffed the titmoft confidence in the Governor 
and C o u n c i l , and defired them to take another 
fon under their protection. «f* 

It 

* It has been already noticed, that this trial of red water 
confifb in making the fufpc&cd perfon drink a quantity of 
water with an infuiion in it, which is fuppofed to be of a poifon-
ous kind. If the unhappy object of fufpicion is affe&ed, as he 
often is, in a manner which the natives confider to be an im­
plication of guilt, his brains are knocked out on the fpot; it 
often happens however that he dies, as in the initarce before 
mentioned, of the immediate effects of the poifon ; in either of 
thefe cafes all his family are fold as flaves. Natives of the 
higher ctafs are faid frequently to fnrvive thefe trials, and it 
is fuppofed that they find, means to prevent the poifonous i n ­
gredient from being put ir.to the water. 

-f The Directors wifh not to fail in acknowledging any i n -
ihnce of friendly conduct in the flavc-faclorics towards the 
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It is not eafy to conceive h o w their imagi ­
nation has been filled w i th extravagancies o f 
the m o l l weak and ridiculous k ind . A notion 
is entertained that one o f the iilands i n the 
river would l ink under water, i f the k ing o f 
the neighbouring fhore were to fet his foot 
upon it. Another little illand higher up the 
flream, is fuppofed to be the habitation o f a 
legion o f devils, and i f any man fhould at­
tempt to carry off from it the leaf o f a tree, 
it is held, that his boat would infall ibly 
l ink in coming away, and that he would be 
drowned. 

T h e fol lowing quotation prefents a la ­
mentable picture of extraordinary fuperflition 
and ignorance in the head-man of a neigh­
bouring town . 

*' I waited on this perfon and found h i m 
" at dinner, a k ing (or chief) o f the upper 
" country being at the table wi th h i m , and 
" alfo a Mahometan prieft, w h o m he and 
" the other chiefs of the parts adjacent are 
" now employing in making grigris (or 
" charms), and in aflilting at their Sacrifices 
" to the devil . After dinner the head-man 
** produced his mafs book, and prayed l o r 
" fome time wi th feeming devot ion; he ex-
Company ; tlicy are therefore deftrous of remarking, that on 
the occafion of this injurious charge againft their Captain, they 
were befriended by the Agent of the neighbouring l ir i t i i i i 
flave-fa&ory ; and they take this occafion of adding, that they 
have in genera! experienced every civility from the proprietors 
of ilave-fafterics refiJtnt in £tt% <and. 
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" preffed great concern that he had not been 
" able to meet wi th a Popifh confeffor for 
M fome years, but he told me of his having 
" left orders, that as foon as ever he Should 
" die, two of his flaves mould be fent to St. 
** Jago, in order to urge the Romi fh pr ied 
" there, to do every thing that might be 
" necetfary to fmooth his way to heaven. 
" H e makes no more doubt of the power o f 
" a regular abfolution, than he does of his 
" exiftence, and he appears wel l acquainted 

w i th all the Romifh fuperflitions ; but his 
" tenets are ffrangely difguifed by the union 
** of thefe w i th the abfurdities and idolatry 
4 4 o f his own country. H e at the fame time 
*' faid, that he was very anxious to promote 
*' the introduction of the gofpel into Af r i ca , 
" and offered to engage in any plan that 
'{ would promote it ; he propofed to give a 
*' houfe and land to any teacher or fchool-
1 1 mailer that we might fend, w h o m he told 
** me that he would take under his o w n pro-
** tection. A m i d i l all this ignorance, he 
" fliewed a confeioufnefs of the criminali ty 
" of the Slave Trade , having fpoken to the 
" fol lowing effect on that fubject: W h a t 
" more have I to do wi th the Slave Trade ; 
" it is time that I fhould leave it off and fet-
" tie my account wi th G o d : I am old and 
" ought to think only of heaven." 

T h e feveral Succeeding quotations w i l l con­
firm fome points already touched upon, and 
w i l l very fully Shew the delire of inflruction 
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which prevails among the natives, as wel l as 
the good understanding wh ich fubfifts be­
tween them and the Company . 

A female mulatto has been mentioned, the 
miftrefs o f a large town i n the iMandingo 
country, who was once in England , and 
who palled a few days i n the fettlement. 
" She inquired much, when fhe was there, 
" of the ftate of Haves i n the Weft Indies, 
" and was much affected at hearing that 
" flavery was not confined to the captives 
u fent off from Afr ica , but defcended alfo to 
" their children ; fhe added, W h a t muft you 
" judge of me ; you muft th ink me very 
" bad, for I have juft been taking two flaves 
" to the neighbouring factory, and I have 
" left them there ; but I wifti I could give 
" up the trade altogether." 

It appears from fome o f the lateft accounts, 
that the travellers who went to the Foulah 
country, profited much on their return to 
Free town by her c iv i l i ty , their route having 
lain through the town of w h i c h fhe is mif­
trefs. She has lately been learning the A r a ­
bic language, i n order to extend her i n ­
fluence. 

" D u r i n g the palaver occafioned by the 
" death of the king's fon, which was recently 
" fpoken of, fome of the chiefs who had 
" come to Freetown on the occafion, were 
" carried to fee the fchools, and were much 
'* pleafed wi th an appearance fo novel to 
•* them, as that of three or four hundred 
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4 1 children engaged at their books. A head-
" man of fuperior information, began im> 
u mediately to enter into treaty w i th one o f 
** the teachers, wanting h i m to go up the 
" country to inftruct the youth o f the town 
" over which this head-man prefided." Some 
other applications a lmol l exactly fimilar are 
mentioned. 

Three or four N o v a Scotians are faid to be 
fettled up the r iver, who have large plan­
tations o f rice, land having been given them 
gratuitoufly by the natives. One of this party 
o f lettlers is able to read, and a native w h o 
came down to Freetown, is noticed as having 
already, through his afliftance, made fome 
fmall proficiency in learning to read alfo. 

T h e fol lowing extract from the official 
letter of the Governor and C o u n c i l , w i l l Ihew 
the meal tires taken on their part, w i th the 
v iew of g iv ing instruction to the natives, and 
alfo the fuccefs wh ich has followed. 

" Y o u w i l l fee by the directions given to 
" all the mailers of our veffels, that wre have 
** miffed no opportunity of invi t ing all the 
*' chiefs on the neighbouring coaft, to fend 
" their fons hither for education, and the 
" invitation has been uniformly received 
" w i t h expreflions of Satisfaction, A chief 
** i n the R i o N u n e z has already lent his fon 
u hither, and feveral others from different 
" parts on ly wait the approaching dry fea-
" fon, to accept o f our oilers, i n the towns 
" belonging to the chiefs in this river, w i t h 
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" w h o m we are connected, there are very 
*' few children fit to be lent to fchool ; the 
* few that are fit, we have now wi th us, 
< l and fome of them make a confiderable 
1 4 proficiency in reading. W e have promifes 
" o f many more from the chiefs i n the Bunch 
" and Koke l l e , (the upper branches o f the 
" Sierra Leone r iver) , who are to come to 
" us i n the courfc of the enfuing dry feafon, 
" W e had anticipated your advice wi th re-

fpect to a fchool at the plantation on the 
" Bulam fhore : one o f the teachers has 
'* agreed to rcfide there w i t h his family, 
" both as miffionaryand fchoolmafter; and the 
" cuftom has become already univerfal among 
1 1 the labourers on that fide, to abftain from 
* f work on Sunday." T h e Directors under-
Hand that there are now i n the fchools at 
Free town, about twenty native children i n 
al l , a great proportion of w h o m are the fons 
of chiefs. It has been already noticed, that 
more than the fame number o f native c h i l ­
dren are under instruction on the Bu lam fide 
o f the r iver. 

T h e fol lowing very unhappy incident is 
mentioned wi th the view o f mewing the re­
markable confidence o f one o f the natives i n 
the Company :—** Soon after the commence-
" ment of the war, fome fhells wh ich had 
" been fent out, were about to be prepared 
*' for ufe by the acting engineer, who or-
" dered a N o v a Scotian w o r k i n g under h i m , 
*' to put them near the fire, i n order that 
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" they might be dried. T h e N o v a Scotian 
" having done as he was defired, proceeded 
" i n the abfencc of the furveyor (or engineer) 
" to load them, and a fpark having got into 
" one of them unperceived, the fhell burft as 
" he was fi l l ing it, ki l led h i m on the fpot, 
1 1 and alfo ki l led the fon o f a neighbouring 
" chief, left but a few days before for educa-
" tion. T h e father o f the boy was fent for, 
" w h o , though affe£ted, was perfectly re-
" figned. Some o f his words are faid to be 
*' nearly as follows : *' Gent lemen, he was m y 
*' only fon ; |I thought to have had h i m wi th 
" you for his good, but G o d hath thought 
" otherwife : I fee it was an accident; I do 
< c not blame y o u . Be not concerned about 
" its happening here, had G o d wifhcd h i m 
** to l ive , he would have l ived. I n order to 
" i l iew you that I feel no i l l w i l l on account 
" o f this misfortune, I fhall fend m y daughter 
" to be brought up i n your fettlement." 

A proof lhall now be added of the good 
understanding that fubfiffs between the natives 
and the Company , wh ich cannot fail to aiford 
peculiar fatisfaction to the proprietors. 

" T w o 11 range veffels having appeared in 
< c fight, wh ich were fufpected to be French, 
" the neighbouring k ing , or chief, (the fame 
" perfon who caufed the difperfion of the firft 
" colony, and alfo fet on foot the palaver 
" which impeded the former eftablifhment o f 
1 4 the prefent) fent a party o f men to the af-
" fiftance o f the Governor and Counc i l , w i th 



< c a meflage that he was himfelf about to fo l -
" l o w wi th a further force, and that i f it 
" fhould be necclfary, he would raife the 
" whole country i n the colony's defence. 
" W h e n it was found that the veffels were 
4 f friendly, being prizes recently taken from 

the French , the natives who had come to 
" Freetown went away faying, W e l l , your 
" friends are our friends, and your enemies 
" (hall be our enemies." T h e Directors have 
the fatisfacfion of adding, that the Company-
have hitherto been on very friendly terms 
wi th the furrounding natives i n general. 

T o the preceding information received from 
Sierra Leone, reflecting the general difpofi-
t ion of the natives, the Directors w i l l add 
fome obfervations on the character of an i n d i ­
vidual Afr ican , who was placed for eighteen 
months under their own care i n England. 

T h e late J . H . Naimbanna, fon of the 
former k i n g o f Sierra Leone, when at the 
fuppofed age of twenty-four, was induced, by 
the fuggeftions of a free black belonging to 
the firfl body of fettlers from L o n d o n , to de­
termine on going over to England , wi th the 
v iew o f acquiring an education ; intending 
to commit himfelf to the liberality o f an 
Engl i fh gentleman, to w h o m he had heard 
that the free black had been indebted for fome 
degree of fchooling. H e was on the point o f 
coming to an agreement wi th the mafter o f a 
flave-veflel, who was to receive three flaves 
as the price of his paffage through the W e l t 
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Indies hither, when a fhip fent out by the 
Sierra Leone Company to explore the coun­
t ry , arrived i n Sierra Leone river. L l a v i n g 
been brought by this veffel to Eng land , he 
was placed under the care of two clergymen 
fucceilively, who have furnifhed the chief part 
o f the information concerning h i m , wh ich 
w i l l now be communicated to the Cour t . 

A defue o f knowledge was the predominant 
feature i n his character. Ll i s instructors have 
mentioned that he wou ld continually urge 
them to prolong the time employed in reading 
together. H e was alfo forward i n declaring 
his obligations to every one who wou ld affill 
h i m i n the acquihtion of ufeful learning ; he 
wou ld exprefs regret i f he had been led into 
any company where the time had paffed away 
without improvement; and when it happened 
that he was left intirely to himfelf, he would 
employ not lefs than eight or ten hours of the 
day i n reading. T h o u g h the difadvantages 
ar i l ing from the long neglect of his mental 
faculties were apparent, he fhewed figns o f 
very good natural fenfe; he had alfo a faculty 
at diftinguifhing characters ; and his mind , as 
might naturally be expected, was ready to re^ 
ceive impreffions from thofe perfons of w h o m 
he had conceived a good opinion. H e had 
few advantages of perfon, but he was uncom­
monly plealing in his behaviour, fhewing 
much natural courtefy and even delicacy o f 
manners ; he was alfo of a k ind and affec­
tionate difpofition. H e was quick i n ail his 
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feelings, and his temper was occafionally 
warm, fome degree of jealoufy alfo entering 
into his character: in particular he was indif-
pofed to anfwer questions put to h i m by 
strangers concerning the ftate of his o w n 
country ; for he was apt to fufpect that they 
meant to draw comparifons between E n g ­
land and Sierra Leone, unfavourable to the 
character o f the latter, and he would there­
fore, on fuch o c c a s i o n s , often turn the con-
verfatlon, by remarking, that a country fo u n ­
favourably circumstanced as Sierra Leone had 
hitherto been, was not to be fuppofed capable 
of having made any attainments wor thy o f 
being the subject o f converfation in Great 
Br i ta in , 

T h e fol lowing anecdote w i l l mew still more 
strongly the extreme fenfibility wh ich he felt, 
when any circumstance arofe wh ich touched 
the honour o f his coun t ry ; and it w i l l alfo 
explain the grounds o f his peculiar jealousy 
on this fubject. 

T h e name o f a perfon having been men­
tioned in his prefenee, who was understood 
by h i m to have publicly afferted fomething 
very degrading to the general character o f the 
Africans, he broke out into fome violent and 
vindictive language againit this perfon. H e 
was immediately reminded o f the Christ ian 
duty of forgiving his enemies , upon wh ich 
he anfwered nearly i n the fol lowing words : 
u I f a man, faid he, fhould rob me of m y 
" money, I can forgive h i m ; i f a man fhould 
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fhoot at mc, or try to flab me, I can for* 
4 1 give h i m ; i f a man {hould fell me and all 
** m y family to a flave-fhip, fo that we fhould 
" pals all the reft o f our days in flavery in 
" the Weft Indies, I can forgive h im ; but 
" (added he, rifing from his feat w i th much 
u emotion) if a man takes away the charac-
" ter of the people o f m y country, I never 
" can forgive h i m . " Being afked why he 
would not extend his forgiveness to thofe who 
took away the character of his country, he 
anfwered, " I f a man fhould try to k i l l me, 
" or (hould fell me and my family for flaves, ' 
t c he would do an injury to as many as he 
" might k i l l or fell ; but i f any one takes 
i ( away the character o f black people, that 
" man injures black people all over the w o r l d ; 
" and when he has once taken away their 
" character, there is nothing which he may 
" not do to black people ever after. That 
M man, for inftance, w i l l beat black men, and 
" fay, O , it is only a black man, w h y ihould 
* c not I beat him? That man w i l l make flaves 
*' of black people ; for when he Has taken 
" away their character, he w i l l fay, O , they 
" are only black people, w h y ihould not I 
" make them flaves? That man w i l l take away 
" all the people of Africa, i f he can catch 
" them ; and i f you afk h i m , But w h y do 
*' you take away all thefe people, he w i l l fay, 
" O , they are only black people, they are not 
4 < like white people, w h y fhould not I take 
M them ? Tha t is the reafon w h y I cannot 
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" forgive the man who takes away the cha-
" ratter of the people of m y country." 

T h e improvement which he made dur ing 
his refidencc i n England , was i n every refpect 
confiderable ; though at the time when he ar­
rived he laboured under the difadvantage o f 
knowing but little of the Englifh language, he 
learnt, i n the fpace of the year and half wh ich 
he palled in England, to read very fluently, 
and to write a letter without much difficulty. 
T h e alteration w h i c h , during the fame t ime, 
took place gradually in his mind, was in the 
whole alfo very great. W h e n he firft landed 
he had moft of the fame peculiarities of cha­
racter wh ich have been afcribed to the A f r i ­
cans in general; he believed in witchcraft, and 
he had no idea of forgiving injuries; he had 
even endeavoured when he was in Afr ica to 
make himfelf, as he expreffed it, as proud as 
he could. Before his departure from E n g ­
land, his pride, as well as his revengeful fpirit, 
had evidently fublidcd, and were become 
wrong and odious in his eyes : his belief i n 
witchcraft had entirely left h im , and he ap­
peared to feel a confiderable degree of fear 
and diffidence, in refpect to his own future 
conduct. H i s morals were pure, he had care­
fully abftained from dr'unkennefs, even while 
he lived at Sierra Leone, and he fhewed, when 
he was in England, a very ftrong abhorrence 
both of profane convcrfation and every k ind 
of vice ; as appeared more particularly about 
the time of Ins departure, from the evidence 
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of fome striking and undeniable facts. Tha t 
his mind was impreffed w i th religious p r i n ­
ciples, might be presumed, in fome meafure, 
from feveral o f the preceding remarks: he 
paid great refpect to the teachers o f Chr i f -
t ianity, w h o m he wifhcd much to invite over 
to his country ; he had alfo the utmoft reve­
rence for the Scriptures, wi th wh ich he had 
become very conversant, and he would dif-
courfe on religious fubject s wi th much open-
nefs and f impl ic i ty ; he was at the fame time 
free from enthufiafm. Accord ing to the ac­
count of the instructor wi th w h o m he palfed 
the latter part of his time, he appeared to be 
improving in every refpect, when the news 
of his father k ing Naimbanna's death arrived, 
and called h i m away fuddenly to Sierra Leone . 
I f the deplorable situation o f his country, at 
the time when he left it , together w i th the 
change wh ich had now arifen i n his o w n 
difpofitions and view rs be contemplated, it 
muft be evident that many new duties and 
obligations would be l ikely to fuggeft them­
felves to his mind , and to excite a peculiar 
degree of anxiety when he was on the eve o f 
his return. A few days before his embarka­
t ion , he converted much wi th fome o f his 
friends in England , concerning the line o f 
conduct wh ich it wou ld be his duty to 
adopt after his arrival at Sierra Leone j and 
it appeared that there was no perfonal 
facrilice w h i c h , i f the principles of Chr i f -
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t ianity required i t , he was not prepared to 
make. 

T h e Directors w i l l here introduce an ex­
tract from the difpatches of their Governor 
and C o u n c i l , defcribing fome circumftances 
wh ich arofe dur ing his paffage, and g iv ing 
the account o f his death. 

" Acco rd ing to the information o f a fcr-
" vant o f the Company , who failed in the 
** fame fhip w i th h i m , he had left P lymouth 
" i n perfect health, but as foon as he reached 
" a warm climate he began to feel a flight 
** complaint in his throat, and occafiouai 
** pains i n his head ; his mind was at the 
" fame time anxious and uneafy, for he was 
" evidently difmayed at the profpect of thofe 
** difficulties w i t h w h i c h he expected that he 
" fhould have to combat after his return. 
1 1 Numberlefs were the plans wh ich he amu-
" fed himfelf w i th devifmg, for the purpofe 
" o f fpreading Chrif t iani ty, and opening the 
" eyes of his rude coun t rymen ; but he 
" feemed conftantly to be tortured by the 
" idea that fomcthing would obftruct his 
" defigns, and the dread of difappointnient 
" fCemed to prefs upon h i m more ftrongly in 
** proportion as he drew nigh to Ms native 
" fhores; the heat alfo began to affect h i m 
" very violently, and a fever enfued, which 
" was attended wi th a del ir ium. In one o f 
** his lucid intervals, he delircd the perfon 
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" who gave this account, to aftift h i m i n 
" making his w i l l , by wh ich he entrusted 
" his property to his brother, for the ufe o f 
" a young child his fon, and he introduced 
" into the w i l l an earned request that his 
" brother would exert every endeavour to 
" put an end to the Slave Trade. W h e n he 
" reached Sierra Leone he was infcnfible o f 

every thing that paffed, and his life was 
i { defpaired of. H i s mother, together w i th 
" fome younger branches of the family, came 
" down to the Governor 's houfe, where he 
" was laid, and, after a few hours attendance 
" on his dying bed, they faw h i m breathe 
" his laft. ' T h e Governor and Counc i l 
mention that nothing could exceed the agita­
tion and distress fhewn by his mother on the 
event o f his death. 

T h u s terminated the days o f this amiable 
and enlightened Afr ican, from whofe exer­
tions, i f he had l ived, the Company might 
have expected the moft important and exten-
five ferviccs. It may be remarked however, 
that, notwithftanding his untimely and much 
to be lamented death, he has rendered at 
leaft one important fervice to his country, by 
furnifhing a memorable inftance o f the effedf 
of education on the mind of Africans, and a 
moft encouraging and happy omen in favour 
of his benighted countrymen. 

T w o Africans, of w h o m the eldeft is about 
eighteen years o ld , are now in Eng land , 
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where they are receiving their education, 
under the directions of the C o m p a n y ; the 
one is the fon o f the prefent k ing of Sierra 
Leone ; the other o f a chief who lives very 
near to Freetown. T h e Directors w i l l only 
remark concerning thefe young perfons, that 
they advance regularly in their learning, and 
that although they are faid to be different 
from each other i n their tempers, they both 
appear to be fully equal to Europeans o f their 
o w n age, in point o f talents and natural u n ­
derstanding. 

T h e Directors have now laid before the 
Cour t the whole of the information wh ich 
they have to offer: they have ftated briefly 
the hiftory of the fettlement, together w i th 
the expenfes o f eftablifhing it , and the gene­
ral fituation of the funds of the Company. 
T h e y have alfo fpoken under didinct heads 
o f the climate of Sierra Leone, of the mea-
fures taken wi th a view to trade, and of the 
progress made in cultivation, and, finally, o f 
the opening profpects o f civil ization : they 
have had the fatisfaction o f fhewing, in the 
concluding part o f the l ad and principal 
head, that many chiefs on the African coad 
are difpofed to co-operate i n the general de-
figns of the Company j that a connection is 
alfo courted by the Foulah as wel l as other 
nations ; that fome of the paths into the i n ­
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tenor o f Af r i ca , w h i c h had been clofed 
through the wars, have been lately opened j 
that projects o f further difcovery have been 
fet on foo t ; and that whi le all thefe pro-
mif ing circumftances have been taking place, 
the Slave Trade has been materially decl in ing, 
feveral factories having been broken up, and 
many flaves, w h o have been returned, or 
wi thheld for want o f a market, having been 
added to the productive labourers o f the 
country. 

F r o m the advantages w h i c h have been 
reaped dur ing this temporary declenfion o f 
the Slave Trade, the Directors are naturally 
led to the contemplation o f the bleflings 
wh ich are to be looked for on the event o f 
its total abolit ion. Whenever that happy 
period fhall come, when the peace o f Af r i ca , 
inftead o f being fufpended as it is n o w on 
the event o f the war i n Europe , fhall be 
more permanently fecured and provided for 
through the final termination o f this traffic, 
confequences very Similar indeed to thofe 
wh ich have arifen dur ing the fufpenfion o f 
the Slave Trade , but far more important and 
extenfive, are obvioufly to be expected: a 
ftill greater fpring w i l l then no doubt be 
given to Afr ican induftry j the native chiefs, 
having no other means of fupplying their 
want o f European goods, w i l l refort to re­
gular trade and induftry, not partially and as 
a matter of preference as they do now, but 
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generally and of neceflity ; and the European 
flave-factories, w h i c h have been hitherto the 
greateft impediments to c iv i l iza t ion, and the 
principal fupport o f ail the more diflblute 
kings and chiefs, w i l l at the fame time alto­
gether ceafe. 

W h e n this sera lhall arrive, an sera w h i c h 
the Directors can by no means allow them­
felves to confider as diftant, it feems pro­
bable that the inftitution o f the Sierra Leone 
C o m p a n y may acquire much additional i m ­
portance, and that the advantages o f having 
already planted a Brit ifh colony on the A f ­
rican coaft, may prove to be extremely great. 
It w i l l undoubtedly be then the duty o f the 
Directors in all refpects to avail themfelves o f 
the opportunities wh ich w i l l arife, both by 
extending their own commerce, by fuggeftmg 
plans o f cultivation to the chiefs, and by 
endeavouring alfo to eftablifh fchools, to fup-
p l y inftrudors, and to promote the intro­
duction o f Chrift ianity into Afr ica , fo far as 
the influence of the Sierra Leone Company 
may reach. 

T h e Directors w i l l now clofe this Report , 
and they truft that all the circumftances ftated 
i n the courfc of it being duly weighed, they 
fhall not be thought to have either failed 
eftentially in the requifite exertions, or to 
have made an improper ufe of the confidence 
repofed in them by the Proprietors. T h e 
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anxiety o f the Directors, and indeed their 
labour alfo, have been occasionally confider­
able ; but thefe have been amply compcn-
fated by reflections on the magnitude of that 
caufe i n wh ich they have found themfelves 
engaged, and by the continually improving 
profpect o f being able, by the blefling o f 
Providence, to lay fome foundation for the 
future happinefs of a Continent, w h i c h has 
hitherto derived nothing but mifery from its 
intercourfe wi th Great Br i ta in . 

A P P E N D I X . 
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A P P E N D I X , 

T H E Directors think proper to i n ­
troduce the fo l lowing account o f the Natura l 
Productions o f Sierra Leone , by way of A p ­
pendix, being the fubftance o f two Reports 
made to them by M r . Afzel ius , their B o ­
tanift. 

A N I M A L S . 

Q U A D R U P E D S . — - T h o f e wh ich are tame 
and are ufed for food, are Cattle, Sheep, 
Goats, H o g s , Ducks , Turk ies , and Fowls . 

Cattle thrive we l l , and even grow fat, but 
not fo commonly as i n Europe. There are 
a number of Bul ls , O x e n , and Cows grazing 
in the Savannahs. 

Sheep aflume a very ftrange appearance, 
changing their fine woollen coat into rough 
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hairs, refembling that of goats: they feem to 
fuffer from the heat, are commonly lean, and 
do not increafe much. Goats and Hogs , on 
the contrary, are very prolific, and grow as 
fine and as large as in any other countries. 
T h e fettlement is fuppofed to be fufficiently 
flocked wi th thefe animals. 

Fowls mult iply to an amazing number; 
and Ducks , particularly fVlufcovy Ducks , 
thr ive; but common Gcefe and Turk ies have 
not anfwered the Company's expectations, 
probably for want of proper management. 

Porcupines, W i l d Hogs , Squirrels, and A n ­
telopes, may alfo be claffed among the ani­
mals found at Sierra Leone fit for food. 
T h e fk in of the latter appears to be proper 
for gloves. 

Some few Affes, wh ich have been fent to 
the colony, are made ufeful for the purpofes 
o f labour, and do not fuffer by the climate ; 
though they arc not equal to M u l e s . 

T h e Beads of prey are L i o n s , Leopards, 
Hyaenas, M u f k Cats, and many kinds o f 
Weazcls , wh ich lalt are very destructive o f 
poul try. T h e fkins of fome of thefe might 
be o f ufe in a commercial v iew. There are 
two fpecics o f M u l k Cats at Sierra Leone, 
the Civet and the Zibeth Cat, from which an 
inferior fort o f M u l k may be obtained ; the 
latter produces the better mufk of the two. 

T o the article of Quadrupeds mould be 
added the Japanzee, or Chimpanzee, common 

i n 



in the mountains, an animal more nearly re­
lated to the human race than even the O u -
rang Outang. O f two that were brought 
alive into the colony, one died foon, the 
other being older lived fome months. H e 
was nearly two feet h igh , but thofe wh ich are 
full g rown are nearly five feet i n height : he 
was covered wi th black hair, long and thick 
on the back, but fhort and thin on the bread 
and bel ly: his face was bare; his hands and 
his head refembled thofe of an old black man, 
except that the hairs on his head were ftraight: 
he ate, drank, and flcpt, and fate at table, after 
the fame manner as a human being: at firft: 
he crawled on all fours, always walk ing on 
the outiide of his hands ; but when g rown 
larger, he endeavoured to go erect, fupporting 
himfelf by a ftick, wh ich he carried i n his 
hand. H e feemed to be of a melancholy 
difpofition, but was always goodnatured, 
doing no perfon an) injury. T h i s fpecies 
o f A p e , although not entirely unknown i n 
Europe, has ufually been confounded wi th 
that o f other Apes. 

B I R D S . — O f thefe the Directors have as 
yet received no perfect account. It is men­
tioned that there is a Crane of an extraordi­
nary appearance, wh ich becomes very tame, 
and is reckoned very good food. 

A M P H I B I O U S A N I M A L S . — O f this k ind 
there are Green Turtles, and thofe called 
H a w k ' s B i l l , or Loggerheads, wh ich are both 
very common, and lometimes of an immenfe 
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fize, weighing feveral hundred pounds. Frefh-
water Tur t les , and L a n d Turt les , are to be 
found at Sierra L e o n e ; the latter i n great 
abundance ; and it is thought that they might 
be imported into Eng land to good profit. 
Crocodiles, or Al l igators , of a non-defcript 
fpecies, ten or twelve feet i n length, have 
been found ; and Lizards of fix Ipecies, among 
which are the G u a v a and the Cameleon. 
Snakes are almoft innumerable ; they haunt 
the houfes during the night i n fearch o f poul ­
t ry , o f wh ich they are very fond ; the largeft 
yet difcovered meafured eighteen feet, w h i c h 
did not prove venemous, but was of that 
k ind w h i c h fwallow their prey entire. 

I N S E C T S are very numerous; the greater 
part o f them are exceedingly beautiful, and 
are non-defcriprs. T h e moft remarkable are 
the Termites, wh ich deftroy wooden houfes 
and fences ; An t s , wh ich deftroy provifions ; 
Cockroaches and Crickets, wh ich deftroy 
clothes, l inen, and more efpecially leather; 
Mufqui tos , Sandflies, Scorpions, Tarantulas, 
and Centipedes ; alfo w i l d Bees, which furnifh 
plenty o f wax and honey. T h e Vermes are 
little k n o w n ; the Barnacles are very large, 
and injurious to veffels not copper-bottomed, 

FISHF. s are in great variety, both i n the 
fea and the river. T h e Spermaceti W h a l e 
has been occafionally found at Sierra Leone , 
but it is met w i th more frequently down the 
coaft. Befides the Wha le , as we l l as the 
Shark, St inging-Ray, aula Porpoife, there are 
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Eels , Horfe-Mackare l , Tarpoons, Gavil los, 
Mul le t s , Snappers, Yel lowtai ls , Oldmaids , 
T e n pounders, and fome other fifties, all o f 
w h i c h , except the Eels and Tenpounders, are 
eftecmcd line eating, Oyfters are found in 
great abundance. There is alfo another fhell 
fifh, w h i c h the natives ufe for food. A m o n g 
the Zoophites none is more worthy o f notice 
than the common Spunge, wh ich covers all 
the fandy beaches o f the Sierra Leone river, 
particularly thofe on the Bu lam ihore. T h i s 
Spunge would fetch a h igh price i n Great 
Bri ta in . 

V E G E T A B L E S . 

O F efculent vegetables Rice occupies the 
firft place, as it is the chief o f the plants cu l t i ­
vated at Sierra Leone , and the ftaple commo­
dity of the country, forming, when boiled 
and feafoned wi th pepper, the principal food 
o f the inhabitants, the lower clafs o f w h o m 
fubfift almoft entirely upon it. A l though this 
plant profpers beft in low and inundated places, 
it w i l l thrive alfo On elevated land, though in 
common wi th other plants o f the aquatic k ind , 
it w i l l i n that cafe g row fmaller and thinner, 
producing at the fame time better and more 
nutritious grain. O f this quality is the rice 
now found on the eminences o f Sierra Leone , 
whi le on the plains of the Bulam fhore, and 
other fuch tracts, it grows as luxuriant ly as 
in Caro l ina , and i f a proper apparatus were 
employed, it might by equal care, be ren-



dered equally white ; but at prefent, through 
the negligence of the natives, both the rice 
intended for their o w n confurnption, and that 
for trade, retains part o f the browni lh bran, 
or r ind. T h e Rice fields are prepared during 
the dry feafon, and receive the feed i n the 
tornado feafon, w h i c h is antecedent to the 
rains ; but the feafons varying i n different 
years, the time for lowing is irregular. I n 
the year 1 7 9 2 , Rice was fown in June, and 
reaped in October. 

2 . Caffava, or Caffada. T h i s conftitutes, 
after R i c e , the chief food o f the inhabitants, 
and the culture o f it requires time and care. 
It fucceeds beft i n fandy and open places. 
I n the courfe of three or four months after 
it has been planted the roots grow fit for ufe, 
and are often eaten in their raw ftate. T h e 
natives do not reap the whole harvefl at once, 
but dig up a few roots as they want them j 
but after the approach of the lucceeding rainy 
feafon they clear the whole field, never ex ­
tending their plantations beyond the fuppofed 
exigencies of a fingle year. T h e natives 
fometimes make cakes of Caffada, wh ich 
though dry, are wel l tafled and extremely 
white : they alfo boil or roaft this article, A 
k ind o f ale might pol l ibly be prepared from 
it, as is done by the Arawafks of Surinam. 

3. Yams. Thefe refemble potatoes, and 
are a good fubftitutc for them, being dry, 
farinaceous, and nutritious. T h o u g h elfe-
where there are many fpecies of Yams , there 
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is but one i n Sierra L e o n e ; the iargeit root 
in the Company's gardens weighed only about 
four pounds, the foil being probably too hard 
for it . T h e natives do not bellow fo much 
pains on the culture o f Yams as on that o f 
Caffada. T h e only way i n wh ich they, as 
wel l as the fettlers, prepare them for eating, 
is by boi l ing and fometimes roaffing them ; 
but Yams might be made either into flour or 
ltarch ; perhaps even a good fpirituous l iquor 
might be dilHlled from them. 

4. Sweet Potatoes. Thefe are good and 
ufeful roots, in no particular, however, re-
fembling the true potatoes. T h e natives boi l 
them, but in the colony they are roafled, and 
they are alfo made into a k ind of bread, wh ich 
is nutritious, and of a t o l e r a b l y good tafle. 
Sweet Potatoes thrive heft in a loofe fo i l , 
but the natives are as inattentive to the manner 
of cultivating them as to that o f Y a m s . T h e 
leaves boiled make a good d im on the table, 
and afford an excellent nourifhment for fheep, 
goats, or pigs. 

5 . G r o u n d Nuts . Thefe are eaten by the 
natives, either raw or roafled. 

6> Eddoes. T h o u g h abundant they are 
not fo much ufed as they deferve to be ; the 
leaves, i f they are young , are as good as 
fpinnach ; and the roots, when boiled, re-
femble chefnuts. T h e y are fit for ufe when 
three months o ld , but are bell after four or 
five months growth, 

7 and 8. Count ry Potatoes of two different 
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forts; namely, firft, A juck , a round root, 
fomewhat nigger than a hazel nut, found i n 
abundance i n l o w places, w i th a long Item, 
w h i c h creeps round it on the g round ; its 
tafte is better than that of fweet potatoes, and 
it is lefs fol id. A n d fecondly, A b u n c k , wh ich 
grows on the branches o f the tree in a ftrange 
manner, and is a l ingular excrefcence of an 
irregular, angular, and tuberous fhape. It 
taftes fomewhat like Sweet Potatoes. 

9. O i l P a l m . A common, handfome, and 
ufeful tree, indicating a good foi l . It sup­
plies the inhabitants wi th o i l , wine , and food. 
T h e wine i n appearance perfectly refembles 
whey , has a good tafte when frefh, but is 
apt to ferment and grow four, and to change 
i n three or four days to the itrongeft vinegar, 
o f a difagreeable fmell. It is collected by 
tapping the tree. T h e oi l is obtained from 
the fruit, wh ich is o f the fize o f a hazel nut, 
confiding o f a hard kernel, enclofed i n a 
thick, fat, and oleaginous matter, covered 
w i t h a th in fk in , w h i c h diffolves and yields 
the o i l , wh ich is ufed by the natives by way 
o f butter to their rice. T h i s o i l , though 
l iqu id at firft, in a fhort time hardens, and 
turns rancid : a fuperior oi l is made, though 
i n fmall quantities, by bruifing and boi l ing 
the kernels in water. T h e interior and me­
dullary fubftance of the top of young Palm 
trees being boiled in water, forms a d i lh 
refembling Cabbage : the leaves lerve the 
natives lo r bafkets. 
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io and i i . Plantains and Bananas. Thefe 
grow very commonly , and are two ufeful 
trees, nearly related to the Palm. T h e fruit, 
of the Plantains is larger than that of the 
Bananas, more regular, bent at the bale, and 
fewer in each clutter, harder, and lefs lufcious; 
it is eaten raw, boiled, or roaftcd. Banana:, 
are among the fuperior fruits of this country, 
loft and fweet, and generally eaten r a w : 
above one hundred grow in a du l le r . 1 he 
leaves are employed for various economical 
purpofes ; and the fibres of them are ufed i n 
fome places for thread. 

12. Papaw. A line fruit of a deep green, 
but when ripe of a yel low colour. T h i s is 
eaten raw, but makes a good difh when boi led; 
the leaves are ufed for walhing in Head of foap, 
the hol low flalks for pipes, and ropes may be 
made of the bark. 

1$, Guavas. Some green fruit o f this k ind 
has been diicovcred in a neighbouring bay. 

14 and 15. Orange and L i m e Trees. Thefe 
are very common i n their w i l d Hate, bearing 
ripe fruit throughout the year, though not in 
equal abundance at all feafons,. T h e O ran •;;<.> 
are excellent, and better, at leaf! larger, than 
jhofe brought to Europe. Some Lemons, 
planted a long time ago by the Portuguese in 
the neighbourhood of the fettlement, have 
degenerated fo much as almoft, to refemblc 
Limes . 

16. Pumpions or Pumpkins . Thefe arc 
to be found w i l d wherever the ground is 
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loofe ; fome o f them grow to the length o f 
fifty feet, but the fruit, on art average, do 
not attain to the fame iize as i n Europe , 
though they are more foiid. T h e y are ufed 
for pies and puddings, and may be had 
throughout the year. 

17, 18 , 19, 2 0 . Squafh, Water M e l o n , 
Cucumber, and M u f k M e l o n . Thefe four 
fpecies arrive at the greateft perfection, and 
by proper care might be made to iurpafs 
thofe of European growth . T h e firft fettlers 
found on their arrival no Water Melons , but 
took the feeds wi th them. 

2 1 . Pine Apples. Thefe are far better 
flavoured than thofe of Europe, but tougher 
in the middle. T h e y are to be found all the 
year growing w i l d in the woods, and on 
declivities i n the neighbourhood of water ; 
they are alfo planted by the natives near their 
towns. 

2 2 . Pigeon Pea. T h i s is a good whole-
fome pulfe, and is drelfed in the tame man­
ner as Engl i fh peas or beans. Thefe peas 
grow w i l d in the fkirts of woods, and in old 
Rice and Caffada fields, and may be had 
throughout the year. 

2 3 . M a i z e or Indian C o m . T h i s is Culti­
vated more on the Bulam lhore than near 
Freetown j it requires but three months to 
ripen it, fo that feveral harvefts are afforded 
in one year. T h e grain is boiled in fait 
water, or roafted i n the ear and eaten wi th 
butter, but fometiines it is eaten raw7. T h e 
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natives o f the G o l d Coaft bruife it and 
make puddings of it . Goats and cattle eat 
the leaves with avidi ty . 

24. Mi l l e t of twTo kinds. T h i s is found 
w i l d and ufed for poultry ; the ftalks of the 
larger fort contain a fweet and refrefhing 
juice. 

25. Cocoa Trees grow in Sherbro, where 
they have been planted. T h e fruit is either 
eaten raw or made into pies. 

2 6 . Caftiew Nuts , according to Lieutenant 
Mat thews, were introduced by the Europeans, 
but none have been feen at Sierra Leone, ex­
cept thofe brought over from the iSulam fhore. 

27. Okras. T h e fruit o f a little tree re-
fembling the Engl i fh ^eaaee M a l l o w s , very 
common at Sierra Leone . T h e pods put 
into foup render it gelatinous and h igh ly 
nourifhing ; the leaves boil like Spinnach. 

2 8 . Sugar Canes. Thefe have been found, 
though not in great quantities, in the neigh­
bourhood of Sierra Leone ; they are fuppofed 
to be of a good quality, and probably w i l l 
thrive exceedingly, as foon as the land in 
wh ich they have been planted fliall have been 
fome time in cultivation. 

29. Butter and T a l l o w Tree . T h i s is 
common i n low lands about Freetown ; it 
abounds w i th a juice refembling Gamboge 
in taint and durabili ty, wh ich exudes after 
the leaft laceration, and becomes more coagu­
lated, vifcous, and of a darker colour. T h e 
•Aood of this tree is firm, and feems adapted 
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to various economical purpofes. T h e fruit is 
nearly oval , about twice the fize o f a man's 
rift ; the r ind is thick, pulpy, and of a plea-
fant acid ; i n the infide are found from five 
to nine feeds, o f the fize o f a Walnu t , con­
taining an oleaginous matter, extracted by 
the natives, and ufed wi th their rice or other 
food. 

3 0 . Tamarinds. O f thefe there is a great 
variety. T h e Velvet Tamar ind and com­
mon Tamar ind grow plentifully on the iftand 
of Bananas. Belides thefe there are W h i t e 
Tamarinds, wh ich being of an indifferent 
tafte are much neglected, but the tree is 
valuable for many purpofes. There are alfo 
B r o w n Tamarinds, wh ich are fwcet and 
h igh ly cfteemed. There is alfo a hard and 
in i ip id fruit refembling a Tamar ind , eaten by 
the natives, which they call Maf l ino . 

3 1 . Figtree. T h e fruit of this tree, w h i c h 
fcarcely exceeds a hazel nut i n fize, is agree­
able like other figs, but it can hardly be 
eaten, owing to the number of fmall infects 
wi th which it is commonly filled. 

3 2 . Country Figs. Thefe in no refpect 
referable the true Figs, except in the number 
of their gritty feeds. T h i s fruit is o f the 
lize of an apple, nearly round, and agreeable 
to the tafte ; when fufficiently ripe refembling 
the European Strawberry. T h e tree is new 
and non-defcript ; it is found growing in the 
bett foil in the woods. 

33- H o S 



33« H o g Plums. Thefe are rather fmall cr 
than European Plums, o f a yel low colour, 
and not unpleafant flavour, though fome­
what infipid : the natives are very fond o f 
them. T h e tree on w h i c h they grow has, 
i n fome refpect, the appearance o f the A f h . 

3 4 . Coun t ry Plums. O f thefe there are 
many kinds, befides thofe juft mentioned. 
T h e y contain generally one or more kernels ; 
they are commonly of the fize o f an hazel 
nut. A s the difference i n the feveral forts is 
inconfiderable, it may be fuflicient to men­
tion the names o f feven fpecies, which are, 
i f f , Befabis—2d, D r a p — 3 d , A b o o k e — 4 t h , 
M a c h a i , or M a c k a n t e r — 5 t h , M a g i u t — 6 t h , 
M a l i n t a — 7 t h , Wanibe . There are certainly 
many more not yet particularly k n o w n . 

3 5 . Count ry Grapes. Thefe are round 
and black, of an acid and acrid tafte ; they 
might certainly be improved, but never fo as 
to refemble grapes, for they belong to a 
genus totally different. 

3 6 . Sorrel. T h i s contains an acid fimilar 
to that of real Sorrel, but refembles it i n 
no other refpect. T h e plant is common 
enough. 

3 7 . Calceloo. A plant which affords the 
heft fubftitute for Spinnach, i f properly 
dreffed ; it grows in cleared grounds, and an 
abundance o f it indicates a good foil : natives, 
Europeans, and fettlers agree in commend­
ing it. 

3 8 . Purflain. 



3 8 . Puri lain. A very common plant ofl 
hills near the fhore. It appears above ground 
three days after having been fovvn. It is 
faid, when bruifed, to have been applied to 
frefh wounds wi th fuccefs. 

3 9 . Maunnce Apple . There is a wel l 
k n o w n and much efteemed fruit of this fort 
i n the W e l t Indies ; but that o f Sierra Leone 
is of a different fpecies, though no way 
inferior in fize or flavour to the Weft Indian 
App le o f the fame name. 

4 0 . 4 1 , 4 2 . Cain i to , Bumelia , and Icaco 
or Pigeon Plums. Three Weft Indian fruits. 
T h e laft is rather inf ip id , but improves 
greatly by cultivation. 

4 3 , 4 4 . Ant idefma, of the fame tafte wi th 
R e d Currants, and Mantanka , being alfo 
tolerably good. 

4 5 . Coun t ry Cherries. Thefe furpafs all 
the fruits of Sierra Leone ; a fine Nectarine 
is the fruit to wh ich a Country Cherry can 
belt be compared. 

4 6 . T h e Bread F ru i t Tree . T h i s has, at 
a diftance, the appearance of an old Apple-
tree, A fpecies of it grows plentifully on 
the Bu lam fhore, and in low and landy 
places. T h e fruit is about the fize o f an 
A p p l e , and when freih. is exceedingly good 
and nutritious, having almoft the fame tafte 
as gingerbread, but it lofes much of its flavour 
when old, 

4 7 . T h e Cream Fruit . T h i s is ftill larger 
and quite round : there are always two o f 
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the fruits united together and hanging d o w n 
at the end of a fmall branch ; when wounded 
they yield a quantity o f line white ju ice , 
refembling fugar, or the belt m i l k ; the na­
tives are very fond of it, and ufe it to quench 
their thirft. T h e tree is very lofty, and 
grows in abundance, particularly on the Iflands 
o f Plantains. 

There is a fet of plants called by the 
Botanifts A m o m u m , which all partake of a 
fpicy nature, i n a different degree, and are 
of three divifions. T o the firft belongs that 
fpecies, the virtue o f which is contained in 
the roots, and generally called Gingers. T o 
the fecond, that of which the virtue lies in 
the fmall feeds, fuch as Grains o f Paradile, 
or Malaguetta Pepper. T h e third is that 
fpecies wh ich has an aromatic flavour i n its 
feeds, and called Cardamoms. T h e true 
Ginger grows in the Sufee country, though 
not yet found in Sierra Leone. Malaguetta 
Pepper is found of four different forts; l i t , 
Maboobo, the feeds of which are pretty large, 
oblong, and of an agreeable but weak fla­
vour. 2d, Maffaaba, fmaller than the pre-
ceeding, but otherwife much like i t ; the 
pulp i n the pod, when frefh, is of a fine 
acid. 3d, Maf i a A m q u e n a , the feeds of 
wh ich are of the fame nature as thofe laft 
mentioned, but rather more angular and 
pungent ; the leaves and Items are endowed 
wi th the fincft aroma, both i n refpecT: to 
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fcent and tafte. 4 t h , Toffan, which is the 
native and true Malaguetta Pepper of Africa* 
and Gra ins of Paradife o f the fhops. It 
excels all other kinds i n pungency. 

A new fpecies o f Nu tmeg , different from 
all others, has been difcovcred ; but whether 
it is as good as the common fort, it is at this 
time difficult to afcertain. 

Coffee trees are found of two different 
fpecies, both non-defcript ; but whether o f 
any tile is not yet afcertained. 

Piper E th iop icum. A wel l -known fpice, 
grows on lofty trees, i n great abundance on 
the mountains. It is ufed both by fettlers 
and natives inftead o f Black Pepper. 

JVIabeck. A fine fpice, though not very 
pungent, the virtue o f wh ich is principally 
i n the hu lk , is ufed by the natives for many 
medicinal purpofes. T h e tree is h igh and 
valuable. 

Barreliera. A fmall plant w i t h the fame 
fcent as T h y m e , and might be ufed for the 
fame purpofes. 

Tomatos, w i th wh ich the natives feafon 
their rice, are angular and red. It is thought 
that Caplicums grow w i l d , and that from the 
great demand for them i n England , they 
might be worth cultivation. 

Medic ina l Plants. C o l a is a famous 
fruit, h ighly efteemed by the natives, to 
which they attribute the fame virtues as to 
Peruvian Bark, It is ufed for the fame pur­
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pofcs by the Portuguefe, who fend out fmall 
veflels along the coaft to collect all the C o l a 
they can get. 

Peruvian Bark. O f this a new fort has 
been difcovered, which may perhaps prove 
as ufeful as the other: the natives ufe it for 
the fame purpofes. 

Caftor O i l . T h e bufh wh ich produces the 
nuts from wh ich this o i l is expreffed, grows 
every where i n Sierra Leone. 

Caflia o f the Cane. T h e Afr ican fpecies 
is nearly related to that of the Weft Indies, 
and w i l l not, it is thought, be found lefs 
ufeful. 

W i t h refpect to Dyes , Y e l l o w may be ex­
tracted from the Butter fruit tree, and Blue 
from Indigo. Black and R e d may alfo be 
obtained from other plants. G u m Copa l and 
G u m Senega, ufually fold i n the fhops for 
G u m Arabic , are among the chief gums on 
the coaft. 

T h e T r u e Cotton grows plentifully i n 
Sierra Leone, as does the Si lk Cot ton among 
other Cot ton fruits. 

T h e natives ufe the back of the Mahant 
for ropes and whips, and the roots o f the 
famous Mangrove for has i n making mats. 

C o m m o n Tobacco grows at Sierra Leone , 
but the natives do not cultivate i t . 

N o report having been made by the C o m ­
pany's Mineralogift , the Directors are not 
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prepared to offer any particular fpecification 
of the Minerals found at Sierra Leone . 

After reading the R E P O R T , theGENERAL COURT 

" RE S O L V E D , 
" That this Court doth approve 

" of the Proceedings of the Chairman and Court of 

" Directors; and return its Thanks to them for the 

" great Zeal, Jjjiduity, and Ability with which they 

" have conduced the affairs of the Company :—and 

" that the Report [as the Directors may think proper 

" to revife the fame~\ be printed for the ufe of the 

l i Proprietors.'" 


