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LA FERROVIA DEL SUD COME OBIETTIVO DI OPERAZIONI MILITARI
DELLA RESISTENZA SLOVENA (1941–1945)

SINTESI
L'articolo si sofferma sulle azioni di lotta rivolte dal movimento resistenziale in

Slovenia, durante la seconda guerra mondiale, contro la Ferrovia del Sud. Il
movimento resistenziale fin dagli esordi cercò di contrastare le forze di occupazione
organizzando sabotaggi e la ferrovia figurò di fatto come uno degli obiettivi più
frequenti in seno a questo tipo di attività; vi parteciparono anche ferrovieri che
aderirono alla resistenza. Le prime unità armate resistenziali iniziarono a rivolgere
attacchi armati agli obiettivi della Ferrovia del Sud già nel 1941; in vari siti con
enorme successo, cagionando l'interruzione temporanea del traffico. L'esercito
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partigiano sloveno avrebbe tuttavia assaltato la Ferrovia del Sud in modo più
sistematico nel 1944. Nonostante la programmazione degli attacchi agli obiettivi
chiave, andati a buon fine anche grazie al sostegno delle forze aeree alleate,
l’esercito partigiano non riuscì a paralizzare del tutto il traffico transitante sulla
principale linea ferroviaria, di fatto nevralgica da un punto di vista militare, che
collegava la Germania ai fronti italiano e balcanico.

Parole chiave: seconda guerra mondiale, traffico, ferrovia, Slovenia, Ferrovia del
Sud, movimento resistenziale, sabotaggi, operazioni militari

UVOD
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��1 je bila zgrajena sredi 19. stoletja zaradi gospodarskih vzrokov,
predvsem za modernizacijo glavne avstrijske prometne smeri proti jugu, Dunaj–Trst
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1968, 294–295).
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Ljubljana–Trst in to tudi za obdobje druge svetovne vojne. Izraz ni pomenil njene upravne enotnosti.
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3 Leta 1938 je bil obseg tovornega prometa na obmejnih postajah Rakek, Šentilj in Jesenice dokaj
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Nemška okupacijska oblast je progo zasilno obnovila do konca maja 1941; pri
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šef vrhovnega poveljstva 6. avgusta zahteval od italijanske vojske zavarovanje prog,
ki vodijo v Italijo. Takoj po objavi italijanske vdaje pa je nemška oblast, ki je z oku-
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so vse osebje pustili na svojih mestih, le nekaj nemških uradnikov so namestili na
najpomembnejša mesta. Šele konec oktobra so poostrili nadzor nad osebjem.



���� �������	 
 �� 
 
��� 
 �

������� �	
��
� �	�
� �����
��� ��� ���� ����
��� �������� �� �� !�"�

329

42�1A62 0141=2417�< �:C7< C<%<078E< 
<3 42�72

����� ����	�
�� "� !�#
�� ��# ��"�)$� ����� ��� ���� !&��&�)$� ����� �� ��(
��	�
)$� ����	��� 	� 8&��
"� 
� 7���
"�� 6�& #��'� � ��"��� ��!� ����� �� ����	(
nice je bila posebej zavarovana. Tako sta okupacijski oblasti takoj po zasedbi progo
	��������
� 0��������"� "� !��!��� #� 
���� ��#��  ��" 
	������"��� � �
$�� &�#
 ��
��# ���
��� #�"!&��� #� "� ����	�
�� ��!&��� ��'�!& �
�" ��
��#�
$�� !�����!$�'�
odporniškega gibanja.

4 ��#	�� 
� 	��������"� ����	�
� !�  
�� ���&� &�$� ���
�
"!$� ,�����
"� $�& ��(
jaške enote. Konkretne oblike so bile odvisne od same okupacijske ureditve in stop-
�"� �'������!&
� B&���� � �
$� "�  
�� ���
�
"!$� 
� 
	��� ��!��"��
� $��"�� ��"�)$� 
�
policijsko patruljiranje ob progi. To je sprva imelo namen tudi nadzorovanja proge,
��&� �� ��#��  ��" �����������"� #�!&��� #� ���' 
� �#$�
���"� ��)$�# � �
� &��
#��'
� �$!���	
��
� ���#��&��� 7� 
&��
"��!$�� �$����
"!$�� � ���"� "� ����	�
��
�������� ��"!$�D  
�� "� "� �$��
 5?  �&��"���� 
�  �&��
"D ��"���"
 #�� ��# ��"� 
�
Štampetovim mostom nad Verdom je varoval mejni odsek XI. armadnega korpusa;
	'��" �� ����"���� �#!�$� "�  
�� �$��
 5��?? ��"�$��� 4�"�$
 !� ����' !&���
� !&���
��&���"
���
 � ���'
 #� ��"��� �� $
����&�� �# 
	��#
)��� $���� �� ��!&���"��
 &�#

stalne zasede na najugodnejših dostopih do proge. Na nemškem okupacijskem ob-
���"� "� ���'� ��#	
���� ����	�
)$� ���
�
"�� $
 "� ��!� �� !$� �� ��	
�� �� ���#���

� ��!&���� 7��)$
 �$���&�� "� ��&���"
���"� � #���� �!� #� $���� ��"��D ��&���"�
��# !�!�#�"
�
 ��!&�"��
 "� ������� �� �5 ��� 
� �"
���� ��&���"
���"� �� &�
���

��	��$ �2 ��$(;���
� ���?� 5���5��� 5�-D C�
#��
�� ���?� �?� �5?��

7�&� !� &��!� ���'� �$���&��"
 �	���
�
 $�& � ���"� ��!� ��'� ���
��� &�$� '��#�
dostopa kot glede ureditve. Do proge so imeli dostop praviloma le zaposleni. Ob-
���"� ���'� !� 	����
 �
!&
&
 ��!&"�� #�  
  
��  ��" ���'��#��� 2 
��"�� "�  
��

	$����
� �# �? #� ��? � 	���"
)�� � ���'
� B�����#
 ���5 "� ��"!$� ��
����
�� &�#

����&� 	� 
	!��
&�� ��� 
���!&�� � &�
$
����&�!$�� ��!� � ���'
� #�"��!$� �� !�
��'�!&� ���5 
	!��
�
 &�
 ��!
 ��# /�����
�� 
� *��!��"��
@ /��'� *�$� 
� +��
�
��
�2 ��$(;���
� ���?� 5�5� 5�?�5����

6����� !� 	����
 '��#
&
 � ���'
 �&�"��� &��$�� $"�� "�  
�� !&���� ��!�#$�� .� !�
!���� !&��� � ����� �
� � "�$&
�� ��&� �� !� 	����
 �&�"���&
 ����&�� &��!�� 8&�(
�
"��!$� ��"!$� !� "� � ���'
 	����� �&�"���&
 �� #���� �� ����� �� ����#� �� ����	(
�
)$
 ��!& ��
 *��!��"��� C� ��&� ���5 "�  
�� 	'��" �� �#!�$� �# ��"� #� A&��(
��&���'� ��!&� 5�  ��$��"�� 
� 5� 	��������
� ����"�
�� )&��
��  ��$��"�� 
� 
	(
popolnjenost obrambnega sistema pa je v letu 1943 še rasla. Razdalje med posa-
��	�
�
  ��$��"
 !� !$��
�
 �� �?? #� �?? �� 	� &� �� "�  
�� ����&����
� 
� �����
�

	'��"��
� �5�  ��$��"��� B�����#
 ���� !� 	����
 ��!&���"�&
 � ���'
 &�#
 �����(
&�'��� �
��� ������ ����� �
 � "�$&
 �� !�  
�
 �����
 �!��&�"��
 �2 ��$(;���
�
���?� 5��� 5��� 5���5�-�� *��'� �� �
 �������� �� ��� $�& ���?? 
&��
"��!$
� ��"�$���



���� �������	 
 �� 
 
��� 
 �

������� �	
��
� �	�
� �����
��� ��� ���� ����
��� �������� �� �� !�"�

330

C� $���� �� �!&����
&�
 ���& *��&
$����
!&
��� �
�
�� "� 	� � ��� � ���'� 	����
uporabljati tudi te enote, predvsem tiste, ki so nastale ob progi (Mlakar, 2003, 166,
��-� �-5�� *���&
 ���5 �� !� ���� !&�����!$�  ��$��"� 	����
 '��#
&
 &�#
 �� �#!�$� �#
Rakeka do Pivke (Kramar, 2001, 202).


��" !
!&���&
��� "�  
� ���)$
 �$���&��� .� "� !���� ��"�)$� ������� �� ��$�"
��" ��" 
	��!&���"��
� � "�$&��� ���� �$��
 0
#���'� 
�!&� "� �� ��&� ���� ��	����#
�
���&
��&��!$�  �&��
"� 	 �$��
 �?? ��"�$
� 2 ��!�� !� ���'� �������
 ������
� 2#
����� ���� �� "� !��" #�� ���'� ����� �&�"���� &�#
 �� A&�"��!$��� *�!&��
� "� ��(
"�)$� ��!&�"��$�� ��!&����� 	'��#
�  ��$��"� �  �
�
�
 ��!&�� 
� ���#����� � $�&���
"� ����!&
� ���#�!�� #������ !&����� 
� ��"�)$� #��'���	��#�� ���&�� 0'��" ��#
G��!&�
$�� 
� 0
#��
� 
�!&�� "�  
�� �� ��	�
��
�  ��$��"�� �C�
#��
�� ���?� �5?�
321, 353).

4�"�)$� 	��������"� ����	�
� "� ��"���" �����!&
� ��"�)$
� ��!�#$��D ��� �$(
&� �� ���� "� �����"�
$ �����
)&�� ��
 )�,� �
�
��� ������ � 
��
 ��� #����
�� #� !�
	� 	��������"� ���'� �#'������ &�#
 �����
)$� ��!�#$� � $��"
�� $"�� ��"!$� �
  
���
4 ���"!$�� 
� &� ����"!$�� �$��"� �� "� &�$��& 	� 	��������"� ����� ����	�
�� !$� ��
��� ���$ #�����
� !&������ ! &���
  �&��"��
D &� "� !��#�� � ���� #
�
	
"� 	� ��!� ��
������� 3�����
 !&����
 !�  
�
 ��"�)$� !
�� ���")� !��!� ��!&
� !�" !� "
� !�!&���"��

vojaki, starejši od 45 let. Za zavarovanje proge so skrbele tudi mejne enote, ki so bile
razporejene na višinah nad progo med Lazami in Zidanim Mostom, pa tudi tiste na
#�!���  ��'� B��� #� /���
� �C�
#��
�� ���?� �5?�� 7� � ���"� 2�����
"!$� ����
Jadransko primorje so za zavarovanje proge v prvem trenutku skrbele nemške enote
71. divizije (pet bataljonov), ki so progo tudi zasedle, in policijski bataljon. Vedno
���"
 "� ��!&�"�� #���� $��� ����&!$
� ���& ��
 � ��� 
 ����� ����	�
�� � � #� "�
2�����
"!$� ���� ��#���!$� ��
���"�� .� !��� � "� ������"��� ��	
�
 ����9�� ��
 �"�� !$��
�� ! - ��&��
� ��&� ���� �� B$��
�� 	� 	��������"� ����	�
)$� ���'� ! ��
��&��
� *�
&�'�
�
 !� &�#
 5�  �&��"�� B�����!$�'� #��� ���!&�� �
��$��� 5??�� ����
�-5� �-���-�D H������ ���-� ���D 7�#�'(:� ���
�� ����� ������� 2��!&
�
 !� ���$!�
�����'� �!��&�"����"� ���'�� !� �� �$���
�
 ��!�#$�D ��" ��" ��
 A&����&���� ��!&��
$"�� !� ��!&��
�
 &�#
 ���&
��&��!$� &����� �7�#�'(:� ���
�� ����� ���� 8	��#�� !�

	 ��")��
 !��� � 	� �������"��"� ���'D &� "�  
�� ��!���� �� ��!&� ��)$�# � &�$�" ��
prenehanju nevarnosti, ob zadostnem vojaškem zavarovanju. Po progi so patruljirali
�$����
 ���$
� $
 !� 
���
 #����" &��"�'� 
� ��&���&!$�'� ����"�� #� !� ���$� ��$����
odbili vsak partizanski napad.

B.=1.<A68 *2
<7 �:C7< C<%<078E< 
<3 42�72

.
!&�� 	���#
 ��!�� "�  
�� ����
 ����	�
�
 ��!������ ��!� �� !$� � "�  
�� �����!&
����� � ����"��� ����	�
�� 	� ��"�)$� &���!���&� 
� �����	� !&��&�)$
� ��&��
�����
����� ����	�
�� "�  
�� �� ��!��
��
� �#!�$
� ��"���" 	��� ����� �� 	� 
&��
"��!$




���� �������	 
 �� 
 
��� 
 �

������� �	
��
� �	�
� �����
��� ��� ���� ����
��� �������� �� �� !�"�

331

#���	 ��,&� 	 �����!$
� ��,&�
� ���"D #�  
 �������
 ���&����!&� !� ����� �"��
 &�#

stranski progi Sevnica–Trebnje–Ljubljana in Zagreb–Karlovac–Ljubljana. Za ita-
�
"��!$� ��"!$� "�  
�� ����� ����	�
�� ��� '����
� �����&�
� !���
 	� &���!���&
armade v Sovjetsko zvezo in za njeno oskrbovanje do konca leta 1942, ko je bila
�����
�
 ��
���� � ���&
�,��	
�
 =#��� ����#� ��
 6������ 0� ���)$�'� �$���&��"�
"�  
�� ����� ����	�
�� ����� �� ���#�!�� 	���#
 	��	� 0
#��
 
�!&�0�'�� �
Beograd, ki je pomenila eno od dveh zvez za oskrbovanje vojske na Balkanu. Ta je
 
�� 	��" &�$� ����� ��� #� !� "� �����
� ������&
 �"��� �����!&��!& ! ���#����� �
#��&
��� �� �#!�$� ��# 0
#��
� 
�!&�� 
� 3� ���� $
 "�  
�� $������ "��
"� ����
�C�
#��
�� ���?� �5��� 0 	���	�
)$
� 
	$����"�� �� B
�
�
"
 
� ��&� � "���
 8&��
"
 !� "�
!&��&�)$
 ����� ����� ����	�
�� 	� 7���
"� )� �������� !�" "�  
�� ��� �# ��&
�
����	�
�� �� $�&��
� "� ��
��"��� ���)$� ��"!$� 
� ��&� �"��� �!$� � 
	 7���
"�� 0
���"
�
  �"
 �� 
&��
"��!$
 
�  ��$��!$
 ,���&
 "� ����� ����	�
�� ��!&�"��� �!� ��(
membnejša za vojaške transporte, namenjene na obe fronti. Dnevno je leta 1944 po
���'
 � 0�!��"� ���"��� ��� $�& �?? ���$��D ��# �����
�� "
� "�  
�� ��"�)$
� &���!(
���&�� �C�
#��
�� ���?� �5���

3�$��� "� �#����
)$� '
 ��"� ��#
�� ��$���
  �"� "�  
� ����� ����	�
�� 	��" ��"(
���� !�" "� !���
�� ���#�!�� 	� #��"
�!$
 &���!���& 
� �� $�& �����&�
�� �  �"� 	����
�#����
)$� '
 ��"�� C���	�
��� &�#
 ����� ����	�
��� !� !&��&�'
 �#����
)$�'� '
 ��"�
ocenjevali predvsem po pomenu za nasprotnika, vendar pa tudi kot prispevek k
�!��)��")
 � ��� 
 B��"�&!$� 	��	�� *���' &�'� �� "� "�  
�� ����'��� ���������
	�������&
 �� �!�" #���
�
� &�$� #� "�  
�� ��'��� !���
��
	
���
� ���&�� ��#��

	��)
&
 #
���	
"�� 0��� ��#$� �� "�  
�� ���$
�"��"� �����&� �� ����	�
��� � ����	��

	 ������
"��
 ���&
	��!$� ��"!$�� *�� �� !� ��
�����"� $����
$��
" �
#��
 $�& ��"��(
��� ��")� #�"����!& �#����
)$
� '
 ��"  �
&��!$
 ����&�����
  �"� 	���� 7���
"��
B�����!$� �#����
)$� '
 ��"� "� �� �$�"��
&�
 � 	���	�
)$� $���
�
"� ��&� ���� ���(
krat sodelovalo v napadih na komunikacije, ki so bili usklajeni na širšem prostoru,
��" ��" ����!��#�� "��
"� 
� !��&�� �� ����� ����#� �� ����	�
�� � 	� ���)$�
vojsko najpomembnejše komunikacije – pa je uporabljalo kot argument za pridobi-
���"� 	���	�
)$� ��"�)$� �����
�

*��# $����� ��"�� "� ��!&��� ��
���"� ����	�
� !&��&�)$
 �
�" "�'�!�����!$�'�
�#����
)$�'� '
 ��"�� #�  
 �
�  ��" �&��$��
�� ��
$ ���)$� ��"!$� 
	 "�'��	��#��
*��#�
#����� ���$�� #� "�  
�� �� ����� �� � #���&
 #�� ���)$� ��"!$� � �"�&(
�
)&��� )� ����� ��")� �� 	�#���&
 �"
���� #����� $��� ����&�� IB &��� #� "
� ��(
��)
�� �
� �
&��"� 
� &����"
&�"� �!� $����
$��
"��  ��� �����'��
�
 ��
$�
���)$
� !
� ���$� A&�"��!$�� 4����")� $�$�� 	��	����"� ��!&�"��$ !� ����� ��)��"�
$����
$��
"� J���K 0 ��)��"�� $����
$��
"  ��� &�#
 �������
�
 #���	 ����&����
�
!������
� ��	��� �� ��)� �	���"� 
� ���$� ��)�'� �	���"��I "� ��	���
� +����
 )&� 
svoj pogled na operacije slovenske partizanske vojske (Zbornik NOVJN, 1981, dok.
64).



���� �������	 
 �� 
 
��� 
 �

������� �	
��
� �	�
� �����
��� ��� ���� ����
��� �������� �� �� !�"�

332

�:C71 C<%<078E1 � 2/�<6. B1/2.1C 23*2=78A6<+1 +8/17�1
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cerjeve brigade na odseku med Borovnico in Rakekom. Prav tako jeseni 1942 je štab
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Litije. Poleti 1943 jo je prevzela Šlandrova brigada in jo razvila v minerski vod, ki je
bil osnovni dejavnik napadov na progo v jeseni in zimi 1943–1944 v Zasavju (Oblak-
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odseku med rapalsko mejo in Trstom. Prva sploh je bila akcija Stjenkove minerske
skupine pri Dolenji Gabrovici 25. maja 1942. Ta skupina je bila tudi edina, ki je še
vsaj štirikrat minirala prav glavno progo Trst–Postojna (Kramar, 2001, 201–205).

2/32/�< B.1%78G 87 4<%868G 71*1324 71 �:C72 C<%<078E2 �B<*(
TEMBER 1943 – FEBRUAR 1945)

*� $��
&����
"
 8&��
"� !� ���&
	��!$� ���&� ����� ����!��� �"
���� �����&
���
!��!� ��!&
 �� !� !� ��������� 0�����"��� ��"�)$� 	���'� 
� ��&� 	���	�
)$� �����
!� ���'��
�� &�#
 !���
��
	��
"� #������"�� 0� ����#� �� ����	�
)$� ���'� "�  
� �#(
���
��� ���#�!�� �$!���	
�� .�'� !� #� 
���
 ��"���" 
	 	�����"��
� 
&��
"��!$
� 	�(
��'� ��&� �� 	 	���	�
)$� ��"�)$� �����"�� $�� "� ���'��
�� $��&
��
���� #������"�
�� ���'
� $
 "�  
�� #�����"��� )� 	 � ��!�
�
 !&��&�)$
�
 ��'��
���"
 ���
$
� ���& �
������
"��� �!���"��
� ���&
 ����	�
)$
� $����
$��
"��� I.�$&
$�  ��#
&�� !&���

	� &��� #� 	 ����
�
 !
���
 
!&���!�� ����#�"� ����
)�� � ���'
 
� ! &�� �������
"�
����	��� ��!���	�
� ����
)� 
� ��)
�"��"� �$���
&��� 
�# ����#�� �� #
���	��&

minirajo progo. Nujno bi bilo potrebno, da se na odseku, ki ga varuje polk, anga-
�
��"� ��"���" &�
"� �$����
 ���$
I �0 ���
$ 724�7� ���?� #�$� �-��� .�$� "� &�$&
$�
���&
	��!$
� ���& $�& &�#
 ����� ���&
�$���� !��#
 ��&� ���� �	���
� )&� ��� ���$�
#�����
� !&������� $
 "� ������� ���'� �� A&�"��!$���

7���#
 �� ����� ����	�
�� !� !� ��#��"����
 &�#
 �� �������� 
&��
"��!$�� ��
$�
iz Ljubljanske pokrajine. Nadomestitev italijanskih okupacijskih sil z manjšimi nem-
)$
�
 
� ��!&� 
��� ��'��
	
����!& � ��� � ����	�
�� �� �#!�$� ��# %"� �"��� 
�
*�!&�"�� "� ���'��
��  ��")� ������
"!$� �����!&
 ���&
	��!$� ��"!$�� A�����"���
 �
'�#� "� �� $���� !��&�� �� ���� ����)
�� ����	�
)$
 ��!& ��
 *��!&���$� 
� &�#��
��	��"� #�� ���'� ��# *
�$� 
� 3
���� �6������ 5??�� 5���5���� 2#���
&��
+�����'� )&� � 724 
� *2B � ��
���"� $�"����'� � "�$&� �� "���
 ����	�
�
 "�  
��
"�!��
 ���� ����	��� 	 	���	�
)$
� ��
	�#����"�� �� ��
���"� ����� �
� ���(
��&�
� ����	��� ������ �� ����!��#��� 8	 ��� "�  
� � "�$&� $
 �� "�  
�� ��"����
#�!&��
&
 � �
�#�$& A&����&�� ��!& ��# 4��#�� ��
 4���
$
� $
 "� �����)��� #��
��
na razdalji 300 m, sam objekt pa je bi dolg 100 m. Za napad 14. oktobra 1943 je bila
��'��
���� ����&�� ��� #
�
	
"� ! &���
  �
'�#��
D '��#� �� 	��&����!& 	��������"� 
�
)
�
��  �"
)�� "� ����!��#�� ����#��� &��&"
�� !
�� 7���# "�  
� �!��)�� 
� ��&�&� ���



���� �������	 
 �� 
 
��� 
 �

������� �	
��
� �	�
� �����
��� ��� ���� ����
��� �������� �� �� !�"�

335

napada so minerji lahko minirali dva stebra viadukta ter ju z eksplozivom porušili.
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Višek pa so napadi na progo dosegli poleti in jeseni 1944. 4. junija 1944 je Glavni
štab zahteval od korpusov in IV. operativne cone, da izvedejo operacije širokih raz-
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(Zbornik NOVJN, 1972, dok. 20). Štab 7. korpusa je napad na Štampetov most izve-
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omrtvile transporte med Avstrijo in Italijo.

Poleti 1944 je napadalnost diverzantskih enot nekoliko popustila. V Ljubljanski
pokrajini so tako 	� ����
�
 v dveh poletnih mesecih 18 uspelih miniranj proge (Ne-
#�'(:� ���
�� 1996, 127). Toda v septembru je bila partizanska vojska spet ����&��
napotena v napad na komunikacije, saj je 15. septembra Glavni štab ugotovil, da je
!������
$��� vojska v fazi umika in je zato potrebno ��
�
&
 komunikacije, da se umik
���	 slovensko ozemlje) �����'��
� V okviru tedna akcij na komunikacijah Ratweek
je bil ����&���� napad na dva velika objekta na ����
 ����	�
�
 – most ��	 Savo in
ponovno Štampetov most. Po daljših pripravah so 20. septembra 1944 napadli most pri
Pogoniku z obeh bregov Save (15. divizija in IV. operativna cona). Napad je bil toliko
uspešen, da je ���'��
� minerjem ����� miniranje mostu, ki je zrušilo enega od treh
mostnih delov. Teden kasneje je 18. divizija napadla še viadukt Štampetov most, spet
odrinila njegovo obrambo in ���'��
�� uspešno miniranje. Hkrati je bila spet na
mnogih mestih ��
���� razdrta proga med Verdom in Logatcem �7�#�'(:� ���
��
1996, 149–151). Onkraj rapalske meje sta dva �
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Jeseni 1944 je tako partizanska vojska dosegla vrh uspešnosti v svojem cilju
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ljen 9. oktobra vsaj enotirno, preko mostu pri Pogoniku pa je ponovno stekel šele 26.
februarja 1945. Ob vseh miniranjih proge je bil promet med Zidanim Mostom in
Litijo ustavljen, deloma je tekel le podnevi. Med ustavitvijo prometa so partizanski
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1945 je po šestih mesecih odsek med Litijo in Zidanim Mostom prevozil prvi vlak
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Devinom; z malo manjšo intenzivnostjo pa so se te vrste napadi nadaljevali tudi v
prvih mesecih leta 1945 (Kramar, 2001, 232–234).
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Balkana proti Šentilju. Tu je napadal predvsem minerski vod Kozjanskega odreda.
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Na odseku med Celjem in Mariborom je bil partizanski vojski najbolj dostopen
del proge severovzhodno od Celja, kjer je deloval minerski vod Zidanškove brigade.
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junijskim valom napadov na tem odseku, niso dali pomembnejših dolgotrajnih rezul-
tatov. Ko je bila avgusta 1944 ustanovljena še minerska skupina Pohorskega odreda,
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macije o premikih oklopnih vlakov, o utrdbah in bunkerjih o progi, o vojaških trans-
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ORGANIZACIJA ZA ODPRAVO POSLEDIC PARTIZANSKIH NAPADOV NA
C<%<078A6< *=2+<
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akcijami. Gotovo pa je bila tovrstna partizanska dejavnost ena od tistih, ki so
okupatorja neposredno bolj prizadevale kot samo delovanje partizanskih enot v
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dala rezultate šele leta 1944, ko so partizanske enote, tudi ob delovanju zavezniškega
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1968, 487–503). Zasilni mostovi in improvizirani nadomestni objekti, kot je bil ob-
voz borovniškega viadukta, ter pomanjkanje voznega parka so ovirali vzpostavitev
normalnega prometa s predvojno hitrostjo in propustnostjo še dolga leta po vojni, ko
"� ����	�
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darstva.

THE SOUTHERN RAILWAY LINE AS THE OBJECT OF MILITARY
OPERATIONS BY THE SLOVENE RESISTANCE (1941–1945)

Damijan GUŠTIN
Institute of Contemporary History, SI-1000 Ljubljana, Kongresni trg 1

e-mail: damijan.gustin@inz.si

SUMMARY
The southern railway line, one of the most important infrastructural segments on

Slovene territory, was seized by the German and Italian occupation forces. As such it
was a notable as well as accessible object of sabotage, diversions and eventually
military attacks by the Slovene resistance. The occupation forces retained the
majority of Slovene employees for the management and operation of railway traffic.
On one hand this facilitated the execution of sabotage and combat operations by the
resistance and made them more effective, yet it created a dilemma: how to prevent
the Slovene staff from getting hurt during the attacks.

During the time of predominantly guerrilla warfare (1941–1943) the attacks on
the southern railway line were sporadic and improvisational. They depended on the
possession of explosives and technical knowledge. During this period along some
sections of the route frequent small-scale attacks, targeting vehicles and railway
infrastructure (telephone and telegraph connections), occurred as well as some
attempts to derail trains by staff that had joined the resistance.

In the following period the attacks on the railway lines were already planned and
were executed by specialized units. By that time, however, access to the tracks was
obstructed by security measures such as deploying military units along the track,
clearing forest up to 200 meters either side of the tracks, building bunkers, etc. The
Italian occupation authorities devoted the most attention to these measures in the
senses of time and scale. The attacks on trains and sabotage of the track were
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important aspects of the partisan struggle. This was especially the case in respect to
the most protected railway line – the southern. This is why the German army oc-
cupied the line between Ljubljana and Opicina before proceeding with the occu-
pation of Italy.

During the third phase of the struggle (1944–1945) the southern railway line was
a subject of systematic intelligence activities on the part of the partisan army and of
subsequent coordinated and controlled actions by miners. Intelligence information
was also referred to allied commands for the planning of air strikes. Occasionally
partisan troops executed elaborate large-scale operations along the southern
railway line, as well as others, targeting key objects like bridges and viaducts. In
June and September of 1944 Slovene partisan units performed several operations of
this sort that were planned in association with allies and executed with the support of
allied air forces.

During the war, the southern railway line was heavily guarded due to its great
strategic significance. It was never abandoned and was constantly renovated and
reconstructed. At the same time it represented a target of frequent partisan attacks,
which limited its use and transport abilities such as its capacity for military transport
to the fronts in Italy and the Balkans. Simultaneously with the destruction of the
railway line the plans for its reconstruction after the war were being prepared by
expert boards of the resistance movement.

Key words: World War II, traffic, railway lines, Slovenia, southern railway line,
resistance, sabotages, military operations
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