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I N T R O D U C T I O N . 

PU B L I C A T I O N S of Voyages are now fo 

frequent and numerous, that any addition 

to them appears intrufive, and might almoft be 

confidered as unnecelTary : but as the following 

Voyage was made through a track many de­

grees more to the eaftward than was purfued 

by any of the circumnavigators, on their return 

to Europe, by way of the Indian feas; as, 

during it, feveral iilands, hitherto unknown, 
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were fallen in with j and as it may become, 

in time, an eftabliftied paflage between our new 

fettlements in that part of the world, and the 

eaftern coaft of A f i a j I truft I {hall ftand 

excufed for thus laying the particulars of it 

before the public. Indeed, when the knowledge 

of any circumftances have been obtained that 

may tend to improve navigation, it becomes 

the duty of the difcoverer to make them known, 

for the general benefit. 

Neither emolument nor fame being my mo­

tive for engaging in the undertaking j and 

utility, rather than amufement, my view j I 

fhall do little more than give a plain, jour­

nalized narrative of the occurrences which hap­

pened during the paflage, without feeking for 

thofe 



thofe literary embellilhments which are ufually 

procured upon fuch occafions. M y attention 

has principally been confined to the tafk o f render­

ing it as ufeful as poffible to thofe who may here­

after make the fame voyage j and, in order to ac-

complifh this point, no remark that could be 

given, for the information o f the mariner, has 

been omitted j the latitude and longitude o f 

each day are regularly inferted j and the winds 

and the weather particularly fpecifled, that it 

might be judged how far the route I purfued is 

eligible for future navigators, or whether other 

feafons than that in which I happened to com­

mence my voyage, may be more favourable 

for it. T h e manoeuvres of the fails, and the 

damages, to avoid prol ix i ty , have not been men-
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tioned but upon particular occafions. It may 

be neceffary to obferve, that the extracts from 

the log-book are noted according to the nau-

tical day. 

W h e n it is confidered that the veffel I com­

manded was a merchant-fhip, not fitted out from 

any view of making difcoveries, and totally u n ­

a p p l i e d with requifites for that purpofe, I flat­

ter myfelf it will not be expected that my ob­

fervations fhould be as copious as i f I had been 

equipped for a voyage o f fuch a nature. T o 

this may be added the difficulties I had to 

encounter, in a paflage through a track never be­

fore explored; difficulties apparently the more i n -

furmountable, becaufe the fickly ftate o f the 

crew fcarcely permitted me to indulge the hope 

o f 



o f being able ever to gain the coaft o f C h i n a . 

T h u s cirumftanced, the mind could only have 

been flightly engaged upon any enquiries which 

did not immediately tend to the confummation 

of the grand obje£b, the prefervation of life, 

and the completion of the voyage. B u t during 

a fecond voyage, which I am about to make, 

in the fame employ, having been appointed to 

the command of the Neptune Eaft-Indiaman, 

fimilar embarraiTments may not arifej m y at­

tention w i l l , confequently, be lefs diverted 

from extending my obfervations, and my future 

communications, ihould the reception o f thefe 

encourage them, may prove more extenfively 

beneficial. 

Such remarks as I was able to make, are 
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given with all poffible perfpicuity and corre&-

nefs } in particular I can vouch for the exa£t-

nefs of the bearings and appearance of the 

iflands I had the happinefs to difcover 5 views 

of which, taken by myfelf, are annexed to the 

work, for the clearer elucidation of thofe de-

fcriptions. A n d I ihall efteem myfelf amply re­

paid for entering on an undertaking, to which 

the preceding circumftances have, in fome degree, 

rendered me inadequate, i f they prove fervice-

able to future navigators. 

It may be neceffary, for the information of 

fome of my readers, to mention, that the 

Charlotte, under my command, and the Scar­

borough, Captain Marfliall , before we left England, 

had been chartered by the Honourable the Eaft-

India 



India Company, to proceed from N e w South 

Wales (after having landed the convi&s and 

marines) to Canton, in order to bring home a 

cargo of T e a , on their account. In confequence 

of which we took our departure from Sydney 

Cove, in Port Jackfon, N e w South Wales , 

for that place, on the fixth of M a y , 1788, on 

which day the following Journal commences. 

T h e circumftances relative to the paflage of 

the fleet under Commodore Phil l ip, from E n ­

gland to N e w South Wales, being minutely 

detailed in M r . White 's Journal of a Voyage 

to that place, illuftrated with accurate engrav­

ings of the various natural productions of the 

new colony, a repetition of them here will be un-

neceffary. A l l * therefore, that I fhall have to ftate 

concerning 



t i i i I N T R O D U C T I O N , 

c o n c e r n i n g i t i s , t h a t w e t o u c h e d a t T e n e r i f f e , 

a t R i o d e J a n e i r o , a n d t h e C a p e o f G o o d 

H o p e , a n d p r o c e e d e d f r o m t h e l a f t m e n t i o n e d 

p l a c e d i r e £ H y t o B o t a n y B a y ; d u r i n g w h i c h 

w e h a d a s g o o d w e a t h e r a s c o u l d b e e x p e c t e d , 

e o n f i d e r i n g t h e i m m e n f e t r a £ t o f f e a w e h a d t o 

r u n o v e r , t i l l w e c a m e o f f t h e f o u t h c a p e o f 

N e w H o l l a n d , w h e n w e h a d h a r d g a l e s , w i t h 

f q u a l l y , u n f e t t l e d w e a t h e r . S o o n a f t e r w e h a d 

l e f t t h e C a p e o f G o o d H o p e , t h e c o m m o d o r e , 

i n o r d e r t o e x p e d i t e t h e u n d e r t a k i n g , p a r t e d 

f r o m t h e f l e e t , a n d p r o c e e d e d t o w a r d s t h e p l a c e 

o f h i s d e f t i n a t i o n , i n t h e S u p p l y , w h i c h w a s t h e 

f a f t e f t f a i l i n g v e f f e l i n t h e f q u a d r o n . H e w a s 

f o l l o w e d b y L i e u t e n a n t S h o r t l a n d , w i t h f u c h 

t r a n f p o r t s a n d v i c t u a l l e r s a s w e r e b e f t a b l e t o 

k e e p 



k e e p u p w i t h h i m , l e a v i n g h i s M a j e f t y ' s l h i p t h e 

S i r i u s t o t a k e c a r e o f t h e r e m a i n d e r ; b u t , n o t -

w i t h f t a n d i n g t h e d i f p r o p o r t i o n o f f a i l i n g b e t w e e n 

t h e t h r e e d i v i f i o n s , w e a r r i v e d a t B o t a n y B a y 

w i t h i n t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s o f e a c h o t h e r . I h a d 

o n b o a r d m y ( h i p u p w a r d s o f o n e h u n d r e d a n d 

t h i r t y c o n v i £ t s , m a l e a n d f e m a l e : m a n y o f t h e 

f o r m e r w e r e f e l l o w s o f a m o f t a b a n d o n e d a n d d e f p e -

r a t e c h a r a c t e r , a n d o n l y t o b e . 4 t e p t i n o r d e r b y 

t h e c o n f t a n t e x e r t i o n s o f t h e m a r i n e o f f i c e r s a n d 

m y f e l f . 

F o r t h e f o r e g o i n g r e a f o n I f h a l l n o t e n t e r u p o n 

a n y a c c o u n t o f t h e n e w f e t t l e m e n t , m y d e f i g n 

b e i n g t o c o n f i n e m y f e l f t o f u c h p a r t i c u l a r s , a s , 

f r o m t h e i r n o t h a v i n g b e e n m a d e k n o w n b y a n y 

o t h e r p e r f o n , h a v e novelty* a n d I h o p e u t i l i t y , t o 

b r e c o m m e n d 



r e c o m m e n d t h e m . I t m a y n o t , h o w e v e r , b e 

i m p r o p e r t o o b f e r v e , t h a t t h o u g h t h e c o u n t r y 

a b o u t B o t a n y B a y d i d n o t b y a n y m e a n s a n f w e r 

t h e f a n g u i n e e x p e c t a t i o n s w h i c h h a d b e e n f o r m e d 

o f i t , I a m f u l l y p e r f u a d e d , a s f o v e r y m a t e r i a l 

a n a l t e r a t i o n f o r t h e b e t t e r h a s b e e n f o u n d i n t h e 

f o i l a n d p r o d u c t i o n s a t P o r t J a c k f o n , w h i c h l i e s 

b u t a l i t t l e t o t h e n o r t h w a r d o f B o t a n y B a y , t h e 

i n t e n d e d p l a c e o f f e t t l e m e n t , t h a t f t i l l f a r t h e r 

n o r t h w a r d , o r n e a r e r t o t h e l i n e , e v e r y c o n v e n i ­

e n c e n e c e f f a r y f o r t h e c o l o n y m a y , w i t h d u e 

c u l t i v a t i o n , b e , i n t i m e , p r o c u r e d . 

LONDON, 

jsjov. 28, 1789 

T H O M A S G I L B E R T , 
C O M M A N D E R OF the C H A R L O T T E . 
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repairs as t h e fh ip r e q u i r e d , or at l e a d f u c h as c i r c u m - T u e f d a y , 

fiances a d m i t t e d of, I took leave o f G o v e r n o r P h i l l i p a n d his ^^jj 

officers, a n d went o n b o a r d to prepare for f a i l i n g . A n d here 

let m e embrace the o p p o r t u n i t y w h i c h n o w prefents i t f e l f o f 

a c k n o w l e d g i n g the juft fenfe I entertain o f the c iv i l i t ies I received 

f r o m thofe g e n t l e m e n ; a m o n g w h o m I w o u l d p a r t i c u l a r l y 

not ice that valuable officer C a p t a i n H u n t e r ; a n d at the 

fame t i m e thus p u b l i c l y exprefs the moft favourable fentiments 

o f the prudence , a t tent ion , a n d j u d g m e n t , w i t h w h i c h the 

c o m m o d o r e c o n d u c t e d a n e x p e d i t i o n o f f u c h a nature, to a 

B part 



part of the world fo little known. Every needful preparation 

being made, at eight o'clock A . M . we unmoored, and at a, 

eleven, weighing, ftood down the harbour with little wind, 

and that variable. During the day we had light breezes, with 

frequent fhowers of rain. According to aftronomical obferva­

tion taken by M r . Dawes of the Sirius, on the point the north, 

fide of Sydney Cove, Port Jackfon lies in latitude 3 3 0 52 ' 

longitude 151 0 16 E . the fouth head which forms the 

harbour's mouth 3 3 0 52 ' S. the north head 3 3 0 5 0 ' S. 

Wcdnefday^ 9th. Weather the fame, wind N . E . A t two 

in the afternoon came to, with the beft bower anchor, i n 

twelve fathoms water, within two cables length of a fmall 

ifland about five miles below his Majefty's {hip Sirius. A s 

foon as we had moored, Lieutenant Bradley of that fhip came 

on board, to enquire i f any men had taken the opportunity 

of our failing to defert. Before I left England I had entered 

into the ufual obligation, binding myfelf in the forfeiture 

of a very coniiderable fum, not to fuffer any of the convicts 

under my charge to efcape, nor to bring any away with me;. 

it cannot therefore be fuppofed that, with fuch a rifle, I 

fhould permit any of them to come on board \ and being, 

equally confeious of not having given any room for fuch a. 

fufpicion 



fufpicion with regard to the feamen, I immediately alTembled the 

officers of the fhip, who joined with me in declaring that we 

knew of none; and in order to remove all doubt, I requefted 

that a thorough fearch might be made. This was done ; 

and the lieutenant, not being able to find any, departed. 

A t eleven he returned, accompanied by three petty officers, 

and m a d e another fearch, but with no better fuccefs. In the 

morning I fent the yawl a riming with the feine; which came 

back without having taken any fifli. We then weighed, and 

made fail, with very little wind, and the weather thick 

and hazy. By the affiftance of the yawl, towing ahead, 

endeavoured to work down to the entrance of the harbour. 

\Thurfdayy 8th. Light breezes and hazy, w i n d variable, 

during the fore part of the day; the latter part moderate and 

clear, wind W . by S. A t half paft one in the afternoon came 

to an anchor in thirteen fathom water, about a mile and half 

from the north fhore. A t three in the afternoon I went in the 

yawl to examine the entrance of the harbour, and to found 

round the rock lying in the middle of the paflage up the har­

bour. The people employed in fifhing; the fmall boat fent 

on fhore for fand. A t fix in the morning hoifted in the 

boats, in confequence of a heavy fwell, and fecured them, 
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together with the anchors, &c. &c. for fea. About half 

an hour after weighed, and flood out of the harbour with 

a moderate breeze from the weftward. A t half paft feven, 

with fome difficulty cleared the north and fouth heads of 

the harbour. I now launched into the Pacific Ocean, with 

an extenfive fpace of fea before me, through which, as the 

track I was to purfue had never been explored, there was 

no chart to guide me, and with the dangers of which I was 

entirely unacquainted. Whether I fhould be able to procure 

any of thofe refrefhments fuch a paffage may render needful, 

or what obftructions might arife to impede my progrefs, was 

equally a matter of uncertainty. The attempt, in a fhip of 

fo fmall a fize, and with a crew not exceeding thirty in 

number, feveral of whom were boys, carried with it a 

difcouragement unknown to navigators whofe purpofe it is to 

explore new regions, and who are properly prepared for it . 

A t eight the north head of Port Jackfon bore W . by S. four 

or five miles. A t noon the north head bore W , S. W . feven 

or eight leagues; the weather moderate and fair. Stood to 

the north-eaft in fearch of an ifland named Lord Howe's 

Ifland, difcovered by Lieutenant Ball, commander of his 

Majefty's brig Supply, on his paffage from Norfolk Ifland, 

where 



where a fettlement had been made under the direction of ' j ^ g S . 

M r . K i n g , fecond officer of the Sirius. I had heard fo M a y . 

very flattering an account of this iiland and its produce, 

that I was determined to fearch ftridtly for it, although I 

had only received a hint of its fituation. Latitude at noon 

by obfervation 3 3 0 51' S. longitude 151° 52' E . 

Friday, 9 t h . The firft part of the day light airs and 

clear weather, wind W . S. W . the middle and latter parts 

cloudy with rain, wind the fame. The men were employed 

in fecuring every thing for fea. A t half paft five in the after­

noon, the extremes of the land bore from S. W . by S. to N , W . 

fifteen or fixteen leagues diftant; and foon after we loft 

fight of New Holland. Latitude obferved 3 3 9 18' S. longi­

tude 1 5 3 0 51' E . 

Saturday', i o t h . The firft part light airs and cloudy, 

wind S. W . by W . the latter part inclinable to calm, wind 

E . N . E . A t half paft eight in the morning we were taken 

aback. Latitude obferved 3 2 ° 42' longitude 1540 54' E . 

Sundaynth. Firft part light airs and cloudy, wind 

N . N . E . latter part very fqually and unfettled weather, wind N . 

by W . A t two in the afternoon we faw a ftrange fail in the 

fouth-weft quarter ftanding to the northward, which I took 

2 to 



to be his Majefty's brig Supply, that vefTel having failed from 

Port Jackfon about the time we did. Upon my mowing 

colours, they were anfwered, and, as I had conjectured, fhe 

proved to be the Supply. N o obfervation. Latitude by account 

320 16 S. longitude 1560 04/ E . 

Monday, 12th. Squally unfettled weather, with very heavy 

rain, wind N . by W . ; towards the latter part of the day 

moderate breezes and clear, wind S. by W . A t daylight we 

faw the Supply bearing S. W . } W . diftant about half a mile. 

A t five in the afternoon the brig was ftill in fight to the 

leeward. Apprehending from fome converfation I had with 

the governor, when I took leave of him, that Captain Ball 

had directions to prevent my landing on this newly-difcovered 

land of promife (for in that light was Lord Howe's Ifland 

confidered at Port Jackfon), as foon as it was dark I hauled to 

the northward, in order to avoid the br ig ; and at the fame 

time to get into the latitude in which I had reafon to fuppofe 

the ifland I was in fearch of lay. 

The fituation of my fhip's company rendering it neceffary 

that I fhould, if poflible, procure a fupply of frefh provifions 

and vegetables, as the fcurvy had began to make a 

rapid progrefs amongft them, I was determined to endeavour 

to 



to f u r m o u n t every d i f f i c u l t y , and to l a n d u p o n the i f l a n d , 

whatever obftrudtions m i g h t be t h r o w n i n m y w a y . D u r i n g 

our f lay at P o r t J a c k f o n , we hauled the feine for f i ft i as often 

as poff ible, but we f o u n d , that t h o u g h this k i n d o f f o o d 

m i g h t pal l iate, i n fome degree, the violence o f the fcurvy , i t 

d i d not prove an effectual r e m e d y ; and I believe that i t is n o w 

a d m i t t e d , beyond di fpute , that eating o f f i fh w i l l not al together 

eradicate that diforder. A t day-break I was not a l i t t le furpri fed 

to f i n d the b r i g clofe under m y weather quarter . A t feven fhe 

bore u p , a n d f l o o d E. N . E. F r o m thefe manoeuvres I c o n ­

j e c t u r e d that C a p t a i n B a l l d i d not chufe to keep us c o m p a n y , 

left i t f h o u l d be fuppofed that he c o n d u c t e d us to the i f l a n d ; 

I therefore kept o n m y courfe w i t h o u t r e g a r d i n g h i m . L a t i ­

tude obferved 3 1 0 33' S. longi tude 156 0 46 ' E. 

Tuefday, 1 3 t h . F i r f l part l i g h t airs a n d c l o u d y weather,, 

w i n d S. by E. afterwards clear a n d i n c l i n a b l e to c a l m , w i n d 

N . E. A t nine P . M , w o r e fhip to the eaftward. A t n o o n w e 

f o u n d by obfervation that a current h a d fet us m o r e t h a n t w e n t y 

miles to the n o r t h w a r d . L a t i t u d e obferved 3 1 ° 3' S. l o n g i t u d e 

1 5 7 0 16' E. 

Wednefday, 1 4 t h . F i r f t part l i g h t breezes a n d h a z y , w i n d 

variable. A t f i x wore fhip to the eaftward, a n d fhortened f a i l . 

Steady 



8 ' V O Y A G E T O C A N T O N . 

•1788. Steady breezes and clear, wind N . During the night lightning 

jMay. with rain. A t midnight reefed the top-fails and brought to, 

fuppofing ourfelves not far from the land. A t day break bore 

up and made fail. Moderate and cloudy. U p top-gallant-

yards. Latitude obferved 31 0 08' S. longitude 158° 05' E . 

'thurfday, 15th. The firft part of the day light airs and 

clear, wind N . N . W . the middle part hazy, wind W . S. W , 

the latter part fqually, with flying fhowers, wind S. by W . 

A t two in the afternoon we faw land bearing E . S. E . about 

feventeen or eighteen leagues diftant, which proved to be the 

ifland we were in fearch of, named Lord Howe's Ifland. A t 

four a very heavy fquall ; in top-gallant-fails, and lowered the 

top-fails. During the night fqually. A t fix the next morning 

faw the land bearing eaft twelve or thirteen leagues diftant, 

A t noon a very high pyramid appeared to rife gradually out 

of t h e water. The extremes of the iiland then bore from 

E . by N . to N . E . by E . the pyramid E . \ S. diftant feven 

or eight miles. Latitude obferved 31 0 39 S. longitude 159 0 

12 E . 

Friday, 16th. Frefh breezes and fqually, wind S. W . by 

S. middle and latter parts light airs and hazy, wind S. by 

W . Standing in for the iiland with a prefs of fail, at one 

P . M . 



P . M . faw t w o ftrange fai l clofe under the fhore. W e were 1788, 

n o w i n a large bay, but f o u n d i t i m p o f l i b l e to a n c h o r w i t h _f 

fafety, i n confequence o f a heavy fea r o l l i n g i n f r o m the S. S. W . 

I therefore h a u l e d out , d e t e r m i n e d to ftand oft a n d o n t i l l 

the weather was more moderate . A t three wore fh ip t o the 

n o r t h - w e f t , i n order to j o i n the fhips we h a d feen. A t 

f o u r the extremes o f the i f l a n d were f r o m N . E . f E . to 

S. E . » E . ofT fhore four miles . A t five j o i n e d the t w o 

ftrange f a i l , w h i c h I f o u n d to be the S u p p l y , a n d the L a d y 

P e n r h y n , C a p t a i n Severs, the latter o f w h o m h a d left P o r t 

J a c k f o n fome days before us, b o u n d alfo to C h i n a , b u t b y 

a different t rack . C a p t a i n B a l l foon after fent for m e to 

c o m e o n b o a r d , w h e n he a c q u a i n t e d m e that he h a d 

anchored i n the bay, but h a d been o b l i g e d , the preceding 

e v e n i n g , to f l ip his cables, a n d w o r k o u t ; the fea r o l l i n g 

too heavi ly for h i m to r ide there. H e further i n f o r m e d m e , 

that the i f land afforded plenty o f fine turt le , fowls, f i f h , 

cocoa nuts, a n d cabbages. T h i s I heard w i t h great pleafure, 

as I ftood fo m u c h i n need o f fuch refrefhrnents for the recovery 

o f m y p e o p l e ; and refolving to l a n d the next day , i f pof l ib le , 

I returned o n board, a n d made fhort tacks of f a n d o n , d u r i n g 

the n i g h t . A t ten P . M . t a c k e d fh ip i n c o m p a n y w i t h the 

S u p p l y a n d L a d y P e n r h y n , a n d ftood i n fhore. 
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A t day-break, being clofe in with the land, hoifted out 

the yawl and jolly boat, and landed in a fine fandy bay. 

The paflage between the reefs which fhelter the beach, I 

found to be fomewhat intricate. On landing, a very agree­

able fcene prefented itfelf. A t the head of the bay grew a 

fine long grafs, and the whole ifland appeared to be covered 

with trees^ among which the mangrove, palm, and cocoa 

nut were confpicuous, befides many kinds I was wholly unac­

quainted with. There was a very thick underwood, con­

fiding chiefly of a vine refembling what is called rattan, which 

crept along the ground, and greatly impeded us when in 

purfuit of the birds. The furface of the centre of the ifland 

was compofed of fea fand intermixed with marine fhells , 

though all the exterior parts were covered with wood. 

From the cafuai view I had of the ifland, it feemed to be 

about fifteen or fixteen miles long. Great numbers of 

gannets, very large and fat, were walking with lefs fear and 

concern than geefe in a farm yard; and they were taken 

by hand, with much more eafe. We found their nefts in 

the long grafs at the head of the beach, in each of which 

there were a great number of eggs, very large, and well 

tafted when drefTed. On entering the woods I was fur-

prifed to fee large fat pigeons, of the fame plumage and 

3 make 



m a k e as thofe i n E u r o p e , f i t t i n g o n l o w bufhes, a n d fo 

in feni ib le to fear, as to be k n o c k e d d o w n w i t h l i t t le 

t r o u b l e . Partr idges l i k e w i f e , i n great p lenty , r a n a l o n g 

the g r o u n d , very fat, a n d exceedingly w e l l tafted. Several 

o f thofe I k n o c k e d d o w n , a n d their legs b e i n g b r o k e n , I 

p laced t h e m near m e as I fat under a tree. T h e p a i n they 

fuffered caufed t h e m to m a k e a d o l e f u l c r y , w h i c h b r o u g h t 

five or fix d o z e n o f the fame k i n d to t h e m , a n d b y that 

means I was able to take nearly the w h o l e o f t h e m . I 

m i g h t not otherwife have p r o c u r e d fo m a n y ; for, a l t h o u g h 

they were b y n o means m y , yet they r a n very faft w h e n 

chafed. N o traces whatever o f any h u m a n b e i n g were to 

be obferved i n this i f l a n d , except thofe m a d e b y the people 

o f the S u p p l y w h e n they were here before. T h e y h a d t h e n 

carr ied away a great n u m b e r o f birds o f dif ferent forts, 

a n d as m a n y turt le as they c o u l d f l o w ; moft of w h i c h were 

l a n d e d at P o r t J a c k f o n for the ufe o f t h e fettlement. 

A m o n g the different k i n d s o f birds w e met w i t h , there 

was one about the fize o f a large b a r n - d o o r f o w l , q u i t e 

w h i t e , w i t h l o n g y e l l o w legs, a n d a r e m a r k a b l y ftrong 

r e d beak. I caught fix o f t h e m , b y r u n n i n g t h e m d o w n 

a m o n g t h e l o w bufhes. T h e cocks were very beauti ful , 
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their w h i t e feathers b e i n g t i n g e d w i t h azure blue. I faw 

likev/ife feveral birds that were not u n l i k e peacocks, b u t 

caught none. A t n o o n I returned to the beach, to g o o n 

board , w h e n I f o u n d that the boat's c r e w h a d not been i d l e ; 

as they h a d c o l l e c t e d cocoa nuts, cabbages, b i r d s , & c . 

a n d h a d alfo caught a great q u a n t i t y o f fifh, b y h e a v i n g a 

h o o k and l ine o f f the beech, baited w i t h the flefh o f 

gannet. A t one I put of f a n d got o n b o a r d . A t n o o n the 

extremes o f the i i l a n d bore f r o m N . E . by N . to S. E . I S. 

L a t i t u d e obferved 31 0 32' S. three miles W . b y S. o f the 

a n c h o r i n g place. 

Saturday, 17th. L i g h t airs a n d c l o u d y firft part , w i n d S. 

b y E . afterwards moderate, w i t h r a i n , w i n d S. S. W . A t four 

i n the afternoon the y a w l came o n board loaded w i t h a variety 

o f fowls of different fpecies; a n d 1 fent her o f f again at f i x , 

i n order that the c h i e f mate a n d c r e w m i g h t r e m a i n o n fhore 

a l l n i g h t to t u r n turtles. A t feven the next m o r n i n g I made 

a f ignal for the boat to return. D u r i n g our ftay here we ftood 

of f a n d o n . A t ten w e faw a ftrange fa i l i n the S. W . quarter , 

ftanding i n for the l a n d . S u p p o f i n g i t to be the Scarborough, 

I made the private fignal that h a d been agreed u p o n between 

C a p t a i n M a r f h a l l and m y f e l f before w e left P o r t J a c k f o n , 

w h i c h 



which fhe anfwered. A t noon the extremes of the iiland bore 1788. 

from E. to S. E. by E. three miles off fhore. Latitude obferved 

Sunday, 18th. Firft part moderate breezes and cloudy, 
wind S. W . ; afterwards fqually, wind the fame. Standing off 
and on. A t two in the afternoon the yawl returned, but had 
not turned a fingle turtle during the n i g h t ; the roughnefs of 
the weather having, as we fuppofed, prevented them from 
going on fhore as u f u a l ; the boat, however, was deeply 
laden with birds, cocoa nuts, cabbages, eggs, Sec. which 
proved a feafonable fupply to us. A t three fent a boat to the 
Scarborough with fifh, fowls, cocoa nuts, & c . Soon after 
Captain Marfhall came on board. It had been agreeed between 
us, while we lay at Port Jackfon, to keep company during 
the paflage to C a n t o n ; but from fome miftake on his fide, 
he put to fea from the harbour's mouth, the day I hauled 
out of Sydney Cove. For a great part of the time fince, he 
had been driven about by contrary winds and currents, and had 
loft his fore-top-fail-yard. A t two A . M . fqually. A t half paft 
fix wore, and ftood in fhore. When day light broke we found 
the Lady Penihyn gone. T h e Scarborough ftill in company. 
The bad weather continuing, and there appearing no proba­

bility 



1788. bility of its getting better, I came to the refolution of leaving 

o V ^ j t n e hland ; and fignified my intention of fo doing to Captain 

Marfhall, who coincided with me. I therefore, at nine o'clock 

A . M . took leave of Captain Ball, who is a good and active 

officer, and made fail, the Scarborough accompanying me. 

A t noon the fouth-weft end of the iiland bore S. S. E . the 

northernmofl rock of ditto E . I S. diftant off fhore three or 

four miles. Latitude obferved 31 0 29' S. 

Monday, 19th. Firft part frefh breezes and cloudy, wind 

S. S. W . afterwards clear, wind S. W . by W . A t one P. M . 

the nothernmoft rock bore S. E . by S. diftant three miles. A t 

two, point K i n g bore S. W . ; the body of the ifland, from which 

I take my departure, S, S. W . diftant f ix or feven miles. I make, 

this ifland to lie in the latitude 31° 34' S, longitude 159 0 0 3 ' E . 

[See Plate N° 1.] I left his Majefty's brig the Supply lying-to off 

the ifland. A t ten in the morning M r . Caird, my chief mate, to 

my great furprife, informed me of there being two ftrange people 

in the fhip. I fent for them, and found them to be a man 

and a boy who had deferted from the Sirius. A s they 

came on board and were fecreted in the fhip, unknown to 

me and to my officers, and it being entirely out of my 

power to put back and deliver them up, I protefted againft 

their 
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their conduct, and the confequences that might refult from 1 7 8 8 . 

their defertion, and refolved to make an affidavit of the MUy-

truth of this affertion the firft opportunity that offered for 

fo doing. Latitude obferved 30 0 43' S. longitude 160 0 49' E . 

Tuefday, 20th. Firft part frefh breezes and clear weather, 

wind S. W . by S. The Scarborough in company. About 

nine P. M . it being fqually, with fhowers of rain, we carried 

away the larboard fore-top-fail fhset. Latitude obferved 

29 0 43 S. longitude 163 0 11' E . 

JVednefday^ 21ft. The firft and middle parts frefh breezes 

and clear, afterwards fqually, wind S. S. W . A t two P. M . made 

the fignal to alter the courfe, and to fpeak the Scarborough, 

Latitude obferved 29 0 1 3 S , longitude 1 6 5 0 44' E . 

\Thurfday^ 2 2 d . Frefh gales and heavy fqualls, with flying 

fhowers of rain, wind S. S. W . latter part frefh breezes and 

cloudy, with a very high fea, wind S. A t midnight fqually, 

fhortened fail ; at day-break made fail. A t eight in 

the morning we faw Norfolk Ifland bearing E . \ S. 

eight or nine leagues diftant I intended to have landed 

on this iiland if the weather had permitted, in order to 

cut fpars for malls and yards, that being an article for which 

I fhould have found a good market in China, Lieutenant K i n g , 

late 



late of his Majefty's fhip the Sirius, as already obferved, is 

endeavouring to eftablifh a fettlement on it, but the difficulty 

of landing wil l be a great abatement to the advantages expected 

from the difcovery and eftabliftiment of it. Captain Ball who 

carried him, and his people, chiefly convicts, from Port 

Jackfon, experienced great difficulty in going afhore, owing to 

the tremendous furf on all fides of the ifland, by the violence 

of which he had his boats ftoved : fortunately however he loft 

only one man. 

This ifland I judge to be about fourteen or fifteen miles 

in circumference. The appearance of it is very beautiful, 

and the fir trees upon it are remai thick and high. 

Thefe were all the obfervations I was able to mike relative 

to i t ; but while I was at New South Wales, I heard the 

productions of it fpoken highly of by the commander of the 

brig that returned; in particular, he faid there were fir trees 

on it fit formaftsfor the largeft fhip in his Majefty's navy. Being 

thus deterred by the difficulty of landing from attempting it, in 

fuch weather, we proceeded on our voyage; and at noon 

the body of the ifland bore E . by S. ~ S. fix or feven leagues 

diftant. Latitude obferved 29 0 2 S. longitude 16 70 50' E . 

Friday, 23d. Firft part frefh breezes and cloudy, wind 
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S. E , by E^ latter part moderate and clear, wind S. E . by S. 

A t one P. M . founded in twenty-five fathoms hard fand. 

About five or fix miles north-weft of Norfolk Ifland, fpoke 

the Scarborough, and propofed to Captain Marfhall to 

fteer N . E . by N . A t four o'clock Norfolk Iiland bore 

S. J E . five or fix leagues diftant. Latitude obferved 27 ° 37' 

longitude 169 0 20' E . 

Saturday, 24th. The firft part of the day frefh and cloudy, 

wind S. E . by E . the latter part moderate and clear, wind the 

fame. A t noon fawr a remarkable large white bird that foared 

to a considerable height. The Scarborough in company. 

Latitude obferved 2 6° 19' S. longitude 170 0 18 E . 

Sunday, 25th. The firft part moderate and clear, the 

latter, frefh breezes with flying fqualls, and cloudy, wind 

S. E . by E . The Scarborough making the fignal to fpeak 

us, we bore down to receive her boat on board ; and at half 

paft one P. M . made fail. A t five founded; no ground with 

feventy fathom line. We this day faw a gannet. Latitude 

obferved 24 0 41' S. longitude 1 7 1 0 02' E . 

Monday, 26th. Firft and latter parts frefh breezes, with 

occasional fqualls, and a heavy fea ; middle part moderate and 

clear, wind E . S. E . Spoke the Scarborough. Variation 
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per Azimuth, at four P. M. n° 23' E. Saw a gannet and 

feveral other birds; from which fuppofed we were not far from 

fome unknown land, therefore kept a good look-out during the 

night. Latitude obferved 2 2° 53' S. longitude 1710 56' E. 

Tuefday, 27th. Frefli breezes, with dark cloudy weather, 

wind E. S. E. ; middle part clear, wind E. At one P. M . 

after a fquall, the weather clearing up, we faw land bearing 

N . N . E. f E. nine or ten leagues diftant. At three it bore 

N . E. diftant three l e a g u e s ; when we could difcern that it 

was a fmall ifland or rock. At fix it bore E. and was four 

or five miles diftant. It appeared like a high rock rifing out 

of the water, as reprefented in the Vignette ; and feemed 

to be about five or fix miles in circumference. The top 

of it appeared to be fertile; and I thought I faw fomething 

on it which had the refemblance of an animal feeding. 

It was furrounded on all fides with a great variety of birds. 

At feven wore fhip to the fouthward, and made fhort tacks 

off and on, intending to land in the morning, in order to take 

pofleflion of it, and to procure refreshments, which we ftood 

much in need of: but finding at day-light that the current 

had fet us confiderably to leeward, and the fea running very 

high, I did not think it prudent to get a boat out. At eight 
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in the morning it bore S. E . J S. three or four miles diftant. XySS. 

The Scarborough being confiderably to the leeward, at nine M a y . 

I bore up to her, and made fail. As this rock has no place 

in any charts, and I have every reafon to fuppofe it had never 

been feen before, I named it Matthews's rock, after the owner 

of the Charlotte. It lies in latitude 22° 31' S. longitude 172° 

16' E . A t noon it bore S. by W . nine or ten leagues. 

Latitude obferved 22 0 5' S. longitude 17 2 0 i c E . 

Wednefday, 28th. Firft part frefli breezes, and clear; 

latter part, dark and gloomy, with rain and fqualls, wind 

E . S. E . A t feven in the evening carried away the fore-top-fail 

tye, and at ten the larboard main-top-fail fheet. A t eight the 

next morning the Scarborough was three miles to leeward. 

Many birds round the fhip. A t n o o n the Scarborough in 

company. Latitude obferved 2 0 0 36' S. longitude 1 7 2 0 

17' Eaft. 

"Thurfday, 29th. Moderate breezes and cloudy, with rain, 

wind E . during the firft part; afterwards frefh breezes and 

ftill cloudy, wind S. E . A t four in the afternoon the Scarbo­

rough made the fignal for feeing land. As we could not perceive 

it from the- maft head I bore up and fpoke her. Captain 

Marfliall was of opinion that what he faw was land, and wifhed to 
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1788. ftand ofF and on till the morning, if 1 had no objection* To 

M a y . this I aflented; and, fhortening fail, at half paft feven 

wore fhip ; but, at half paft f ix in the morning, not being 

able to difcover any appearance of land, we gave up the idea 

of looking for it, and made fail. Latitude obferved 190 43' S. 

longitude 1730 19' E. 

Friday, 30th. Frefh breezes and cloudy, with rain, wind 

E. by S. during the whole day. The Scarborough in 

company. No obfervation. Latitude by account 170 39' S* 

longitude 1740. 13' E. 

Saturday, 31ft. Frefh breezes and cloudy, with rain. 

At one P. M. fqually, with heavy rain, wind S. E. by E. 

Split the main-top-gallant fail. At a quarter paft one very 

heavy fqualls, clewed all up, reefed and handed the top-fails 

and main-fail; at five thick hazy weather, with heavy rain. 

A t half paft five, fired a gun as a fignal to the Scarborough. 

A t fix, more moderate and clear; fpoke the Scarborough, 

and mentioned to Captain Marfhall that I intended to fleer 

due north, and run under an eafy fail during the night. 

At half paft eight fet the fore-fail, and fhewed a l i g h t . 

From twelve to four A. M. frefh gales, with flying fqualls 

from the S. E. At day-light the Scarborough in company. 
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A t ten made the f i g n a l to fpeak her . A t n o o n frefli 

breezes a n d c l o u d y , w i n d S. E . L a t i t u d e obferved i 5 ° 3 o ' S . 

l o n g i t u d e 1 7 4 0 26' E . 

Sunday, J u n e l ft . F i r f l : part frefh breezes a n d c l o u d y , 

w i n d E . S, E . afterwards m o r e moderate , but very d a r k 

a n d g l o o m y , w i n d N . E . A t three i n the af ternoon fent 

the j o l l y boat o n board the Scarborough \ at five i n j o l l y 

boat, a n d made fa i l . Soon after, the S c a r b o r o u g h made the 

f igna l for feeing l a n d . W e anfwered his f i g n a l , but c o u l d fee 

n o t h i n g o f i t f r o m the maft head. N o obfervat ion. L a t i t u d e 

b y account 1 4 0 12' S. l o n g i t u d e 1 7 4 0 26' 

Mo?iday, 2 d . L i g h t airs, a n d t h i c k h a z y weather , w i t h 

r a i n , w i n d variable, f r o m N . E , to N . W . by N . I n t h e 

afternoon h a d a large f l o c k o f birds r o u n d the f h i p ; a n d 

flruck a porpoife , w h i c h w e got o n b o a r d . A t f ix paffed a large 

b a m b o o , upwards o f th ir ty feet l o n g . A t eight f h o w e d a l i g h t 

to the Scarborough, and went ahead. D u r i n g the n i g h t f q u a l l y , 

w i t h r a i n . L a t i t u d e obferved 1 3 0 3 0 ' S. l o n g i t u d e 1 7 4 0 3 2 ' E . 

Tuefday, 3 d . L i g h t breezes a n d c l o u d y , w i t h r a i n , w i n d 

f r o m N , W , to W . by N . Shifted the fore-fail a n d m i z e n - t o p - f a i l . . 

L a t i t u d e obferved 1 2 0 3 0 ' S. l o n g i t u d e 1 - 4 0 5 0 ' E . 

Wcdnefday, 4 t h . F i r f t part frequent fqual ls , w i t h heavy 

r a i n , 



rain, wind W . to S. S. W . latter part, light airs and clear. In 

the afternoon law a large flock of birds, and had feveral fhoals 

of fifh round us; from which I conjectured that we were not 

far from fome unknown land. A t noon, faw feveral gannets 

about the fhip. Kept a good look-out. Latitude obferved 

n ° 50' S. longitude 1 7 4 0 50 E , 

Thurfday, 5th. A t half paft noon, obferving the water 

to be difcoloured, I immediately founded, and to my very 

great furprife found but feventeen fathoms. Soon after, 

could fee the rocks under the fhip's bottom. I immediately 

hailed the Scarborough, to warn Captain Marfhall of his 

being in fhoal water. By heaving the lead brifkly, I found 

that we fhoaled our water from feventeen to fourteen fathom 

in about twenty minutes. I then wore, and ftood off. As 

we ran on, hoifted out the boat, and fent her ahead to 

found. Seeing the water break, as I fuppofed, in feveral 

places, I ordered the boat to found there ; they had no 

ground thirty fathoms. Running off, E . N . E . we gra­

dually deepened the water to twenty-nine fathom; then 

no ground at fixty fathom. I now concluded we were 

clear of the bank; upon which, after fending the jolly boat 

on board the Scarborough, I bore up, and ftood N , N . E . 

as 



As I have every reafon to believe we were the firft dif- 1788 
coverers of this bank, it not being to be found in J u n e -

any chart whatever, I have named it Charlotte's Bank, 

During the middle part of the day we had light breezes 

and hazy, wind N . E . by E . towards the latter part 

moderate and fair, wind N . E . About feven in the 

morning faw a gannet. Latitude obferved n ° j i f S„ 

longitude 175 0 22' E . 

Soundings on Charlotte's Bank from half paft noon 

to five P. M . 

^ P . M . * I 7 3 P . M . * 17 

* i 6 
• 

"f" 20 

1 P. M . * 16 4 P. M . + 22 

* i 5 + 23 

* 14. t 24 

2 P. M . * 16 5 k M . f 26 

* 16 f 28 

3 P . M . 
* 17 + 29 

* 17 

* R o c k y bottom w i t h c o r a l . •f- B r o k e n fliells and fmall flones. 
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Friday, 6th. Light airs and clear, wind from N . E . to 

E . by S. A t day-light the Scarborough was not in fight; 

at fix faw her in the fouth-weft quarter, and bore down 

to her; at noon fpoke her. Latitude obferved n ° 03'S.-

longitude 1 7 5 0 18, E . 

Saturday, 7th. Firft part frefh breezes and cloudy, 

wind E . middle part moderate and clear; latter part fqually, 

with rain. A t three in the afternoon ftruck fome bonitoes. 

A t four variation per Az imuth i o ° 58' E a f t . A t ten 

fhortened fail for the Scarborough. Latitude obferved 9 0 13'S. 

longitude 175 0 41' E . 

Sunday, 8 th. Firft part moderate breezes and hazy, 

wind E . N . E . middle part fqually, with heavy rain, after­

wards light airs and fair, wind N . Variation per Azimuth, 

at feven A . M . i i ° 3 0 ' E . Several birds round the fhip. Lat i ­

tude by double altitudes 8° 26' S. longitude 175 0 36' E . 

Monday, 9th. Frefli breezes and fqually, with dark 

cloudy weather, and heavy rain, wind E , S. E, during the 

firft part; afterwards, light airs, but hot and fultry, wind 

S. S. E. A t two in the afternoon fplit the fore-top-gallant-fail. 

A t eleven A . M . founded one hundred and fixiy fathoms; 

no ground. Latitude obferved 8° 00' S. Latitude by double 

altitude 8° 0 2 ' { S. longitude 175 0 44' E . 

Tuefday, 



Tuefday, i o t h . Light airs and clear, wind S. S. W . 

afterwards W . A t feven A . M . variation per azimuth n ° 30 

Eaft. A t eleven we ftruck a porpoife, and got it on board, 

in order to make oil for the lamp. Latitude obferved y° 12' S. 

longitude by lunar obfervation 174° 2 5 E . 

Wednefday, n t h . Firft part moderate breezes, with rain, 

wind W . S. W . afterwards fair, wind N . W . A t five in 

the afternoon made the fignal to the Scarborough, to inform 

them that the longitude, by lunar obfervation the preceding 

noon, was 174 0 30' E . Latitude obferved 6° 08'S. longitude 

by lunar obfervation 174 0 56 E . 

Thar/day, 12th. Light breezes and clear weather, but 

fultry, wind N . W . A t four in the afternoon faw a man 

of war bird. Many porpoifes and bonitoes were round the 

fhip. A t twelve at night we were taken aback. Variation 

per azimuth at eight A . M . I I ° 0 4 ' E . In the forenoon light 

airs and inclinable to calm. Latitude obferved 5 0 44' S.; by 

double altitudes 5 0 43 S.; longitude by lunar obfervation 

I 7 5 ° 3 2 ' E . 

Friday, 13th. Hot and fultry, with calms, wind S. E . 

A t eight in the morning the Scarborough brought to, and 

Captain Marfhall fent his boat on board. Latitude obferved 

5 0 34'S. longitude by lunar obfervation 175 0 50' E . 

E Saturday^ 



Saturday, 14th. L i g h t airs and clear for the firft p a r t ; A . M . 

light breezes with r a i n , a n d after that fair ; w i n d E . N . E . 

Lati tude obferved 4 0 43' S, longitude by lunar obfervation 

Sunday, 15th. Firfl: and m i d d l e parts l ight breezes a n d 

fqually, w i t h r a i n ; afterwards clear, wind from E . to E . by N . 

L a t i t u d e obferved 3 0 28' S. longitude b y lunar obfervation 

Monday, 16th. C l o u d y , w i t h fqualls and rain, w i n d N . E. 

A t eleven P . M . a fudden fquall, attended w i t h l ightning a n d 

rain, fplit the fore-top-maft ftudding-fail to pieces. L a t i t u d e 

obferved 2* 38' S. ; by d o u b l e altitude 2 0 39'. longitude 

by lunar obfervation 1750 40' E . 

Tuefday, 17th. Firfl: part moderate a n d c l o u d y ; about 

four P . M . fqually, with rain, afterwards moderate a n d clear, 

w i t h fome flying fhowers, w i n d E . Saw feveral gannets, a n d 

other indications of land. K e p t a good l o o k - o u t . L a t i t u d e 

obferved i ° 13' S. longitude by lunar obfervation 1 7 5 0 54 E . 

Wednejday, 18th. W i n d a n d weather variable; at times 

moderate and fqually, with rain, w i n d f r o m E . by N , to 

N . E . by N . A t one A . M . it being fqually, with heavy 

r a i n , fliortened fail. T h e watch o n deck agreed w i t h m e 

that 



that we fmelt land. A t fix i n the m o r n i n g the Scarbo­

r o u g h made the fignal for feeing l a n d . W e at the fame 

time faw it, bearing N . £ W . A t h a l f paft fix m a d e the 

fignal for feeing land bearing N . N . W . ; and again at eight, 

for feeing it N . W . by N . Sounded w i t h forty f a t h o m s ; n o 

g r o u n d . A t ten were clofe u p with three low iflands, that 

appeared to be woody. T h e cocoa nut and p a l m trees were 

very confpicuous. A t n o o n the fouthernmoft of the three 

iflands bore f r o m N . 54 E . to N . 65 E . four or five leagues 

diftant. T h e m i d d l e one f r o m N . 21 E . to N . 3 8 E . diftant 

three or four leagues. T h e northernmofl:, from N . 16 W . to 

N . 34 W . diftant eight or nine miles. B e i n g then abreaft 

o f the m i d d l e if land, w h i c h appeared to be about four or 

five miles l o n g , I c o u l d plainly perceive a pretty large 

village. Several of the huts were lofty, and apparently wel l 

thatched. I faw m a n y canoes or proas o n the beach, a n d 

c o u l d obferve that a confiderable n u m b e r were m a k i n g 

towards the (hip. T h e three iflands extend, as far as I 

c a n judge, about fifteen or fixteen miles. T h e y feem to 

be narrow, and all o f them have fine white fandy beaches. 

I m a k e the latitude o f the middlemoft o f them to be o o * 0 2 ' N e 

longitude by lunar obfervation 175 0 54' E . 

E 2 Thurfday, 



Thurfday, 19th, Firfl: part light breezes and clear, after­

wards moderate and hazy, wind N . to N . E . A t three 

P . M . the wefternmoft of the three iflands bore from N . \ W . 

to N . E , by N . the north end of the third ifland N . N . W . 

two or three miles diftant. This ifland is rather longer than 

the firft and fecond, and has a reef from the north end 

ftretching N . W . about three quarters of a mile. I counted 

thirty proas making towards the (hip; and could plainly fee 

many more of the natives launching in a great hurry off 

the beach. A t four the headmoft proa, that feemed to 

conduct the whole, tacked in a very expeditious manner, by 

fhifting its lat teen fail (by which means the head became 

the ftern), and went off at a great rate. She had got within 

half a mile of the Scarborough, when Captain Marfliall 

fired a fhot at her, to my great regret and vexation, as 

I thought it commencing hoftilities with them too foon, even 

i f they had been hoftilely inclined; and would effectually 

prevent our having any intercourfe with them. In order 

to difpel their apprehenfions, and invite a nearer approach, 

I difplayed a white flag; 011 which two. of the proas, one 

much larger than the other, bore down; but the reft kept 

aloof. A t five one of them reached the Scarborough, and 

f o o n 



foon after c a m e along-f ide o f us. T h e y v iewed w i t h great 

at tent ion the fides o f the f h i p , w h i c h I h a d caufed to be 

p a i n t e d r e d , fome o f the voyages I h a d perufed p o i n t i n g 

o u t that c o l o u r as the moft p leat ing to the natives o f thefe 

c l i m a t e s ; b u t a l l I c o u l d d o w o u l d not prevai l u p o n t h e m 

to c o m e o n board. H a v i n g exprefled by figns that they 

f h o u l d be late before they reached the fhore, they went off. 

T h e r e were feven m e n i n the large boat, and three i n the 

fmal ler . T h e y appeared facetious, were i n height about 

five feet ten inches, r e m a r k a b l y w e l l m a d e , h a d fine l o n g 

h a i r , a n d were o f a b r i g h t copper c o l o u r . T h e i r boat was 

neatly m a d e , w i t h a well-conftruc't.ed out-r igger , fimilar 

to thofe o f the L a d r o n e I f l a n d s ; a n d their fa i l feemed 

t o be c o m p o f e d o f m a t t i n g made o f the hufks o f the c o c o a - n u t . 

A t f i x I fent the j o l l y boat o n b o a r d the Scarborough. T h e 

wefternmoft i f l a n d then bore f r o m N . 4 0 E . to N . 7 3 E . the 

b o d y o f i t N . 56 E . diftant twelve or thirteen miles. S o u n d e d ; 

n o g r o u n d 160 fathoms. L a t i t u d e obferved o o ° 3 1 ' N . 

longi tude by lunar obfervation 1 7 5 0 1 4 ' E . 

Friday, 20th. F i r f t part l i g h t breezes a n d h a z y ; 

m i d d l e part fqual ly , w i t h r a i n , w i n d variable f r o m N . E , to E . ; 

towards the latter part moderate a n d clear, w i n d E . A t 

m i d n i g h t fhortened f a i l , and at day-break difcovered l a n d ; 

m a d e 



made fignal to the Scarborough, and hauled up for it. 

Repeated the fignal for feeing more land at different times; 

viz. at five difcovered an iiland bearing E . £ N . ; at half paft 

five faw another bearing N . E . b y E . ; three quarters paft five 

perceived a third bearing N . N . E. ; and at eight a fourth, 

which was a fine large iiland, bearing N . E . feven or eight 

leagues diftant. A t ten the ifland marked A , in Plate N o . 2, 

bore E . S, E . feven or eipht leag-ues diftant; that marked B 

bore S. E . by E . five or fix leagues diftant ; and the fouth end of 

C bore E . S. E . Being abreaft of the fecond ifland, we faw many 

proas making towards the fhip. A t eleven, thirteen were in 

fight. A t that time the north end of C bore E . by N . diftant 

four or five leagues. I now brought to for fome of the neareft 

proas, and difplayed a white flag, endeavouring, by every 

method I could think of, to invite them on board ; but without 

efFecl:. Several large proas came within hail of the (hip, and 

then tacked. Their boats were of the fame fize and conftru&ion 

as thofe we paffed on the nineteenth inftant. A t noon the 

middle of the ifland C bore N . 4 0 E . diftant twelve or thirteen 

miles; and the fourth ifland bore from N . 10 E . to N . 84 E . 

diftant nine or ten miles. Being now abreaft of this ifland, the 

extremity ending in a beautiful clump of trees, I hauled up 

to look at the bay. It appeared to be fafe and commodious, 

fheltered 
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flickered by a long reef running parallel with the ifland, with 

two large inlets into the bay. The reef is about three quarters of 

a mile from the beach, and has feveral fmall iflands which appear 

like flower-pots. From the north end of this pleafant ifland 

runs a fmall reef, and five fmall woody iflands, two of which 

feemed to be high and woody. Probably the five are in one; 

but they appeared, in the fituation we were, to be in as many 

hummocks. T o thefe I gave the name of Markups Iflands. 

I brought to off the north end of the large ifland. Soon 

after I faw upwards of a hundred of the natives aflembled 

on the point, but whether to greet, or to obftruct our landing, 

I fhall not pretend to fay : notwithstanding they appeared fo 

friendly, I did not judge it prudent to put their intentions to 

the teft ; for, though the neceflity of procuring refrefhments 

prompted us to take every eligible ftep for that purpofe, the 

number and fituation of our crews did not warrant us to run 

any rifle of being cut off by the natives, whofe apparent friend­

fhip is not always to be depended upon. The profecution of our 

voyage, and not making difcoveries, being the object which alone 

ought to engage our attention, every appearance of temerity was 

to be avoided. Latitude obferved i° 4 2 ' N . longitude by lunar 

obfervation 175 0 0 1 ' E . 

Saturday, June 21ft. Firft part moderate breezes and 

I cloudy, 



17S8- Saturday^ June 2 1 ft. Firft part moderate breezes and 

l J " n e ^ cloudy, wind S. E . ; middle part light airs and hazy, wind 

E . N . E , ; and latter part moderate and clear, wind the fame. 

A t two P. M . the third ifland bore from N . W . J W . to E . 

diftant five or fix miles. A t three brought to, and fent the 

jolly boat to the Scarborough. A t a quarter paft four in boat, 

and made fail. The fouthernmoft ifland of the chain, I left 

firft for Captain Marfhall to name, which he thought proper to 

name Gilbert's Ifland ; the middle, I named Marfhall's Ifland ; 

and the nothernmoft, Knox's Ifland; [fee Plate 2.]—to the large 

ifland with the clufter, I gave the name of Mathews's Ifland, in 

honour of the owner of the Charlotte ; [fee Plate 1.]—the bay, 

I called Charlotte's Bay; the fouth point, which terminates the 

beautiful clufter of iflands, I have named Charlotte's Point; and 

the north point of the ifland, which forms the bay, Point Wil l iam. 

It is fomething Angular that I could get no founding with one 

hundred and twenty fathoms line, although at times I was 

within half a mile of the fhore. A t feven in the morning, 

being moderate and fair, the Scarborough fent her boat on 

board : and at half paft eleven fhe made the fignal for feeing 

land; which we likewife faw, bearing N . N . E . Latitude 

obferved 2 0 42' N . longitude by lunar obfervation 1740 26' E . 

Sunday, 22d. Firft part moderate and clear, wind N . E . 

3 B 7 



by E . ; middle and latter parts frefh breezes and clear, wind N . E . 1 7 8 8 . 

A t two P. M . being abreaft of an ifland, of a very pleafmg ap-

pearance, bore up, and made the fignal to fpeak the Scarborough. 

A t four the body of the ifland bore N . N . E . J E . diftant fix 

or feven miles. Being now abreaft of a low woody ifland, I 

brought to for fome proas that were ftanding towards us, but 

could not prevail on them to come on board. The firft proa 

that bore down to us had a white vane at the raaft head ; and 

the fecond a fmall clump refembling a bird's neft. The crews 

of the different proas appeared to be tall, ftout, and well made. 

A l l of them had long black hair, were of a bright copper 

colour, and clothed about the middle. The proas were of 

the fame conftruftion as thole already mentioned. In the 

evening, as I ran along the fhore, I faw feveral large fires; 

moft likely they were fignals for their boats that were out 

reconnoitring us. The water was very fmooth, and no ground 

one hundred and fifty fathoms. A t five the fmall ifland bore 

N . by W . four or five leagues diftant; the main ifland from 

N . E . J E , to E . \ N . four or five miles diftant. A t ten, 

the north-weft point of the fmall ifland bore E . four or five 

miles diftant. A t ten A . M . hove to, fent the jolly boat 

on board the Scarborough, and then made fail. Sounded, 

F no 



no ground one hundred and fixty fathoms Latitude obferved 

4° 0 9 ' N . longitude 174 0 0 0 ' E . 

Monday, 2 3 d . Firft part moderate and cloudy, wind E . N . E . ; 

middle part light fqualls, with lightning and rain, wind the 

fame; latter part light breezes and hazy, wind N . E. A t 

three P. M . hoifled in the jolly boat. About noon faw a 

gannet. Kept a good look-out. Latitude obferved 5 0 2 2 ' N . 

longitude by lunar obfervation 1 7 3 0 4 3 ' E . 

Tuefday, 24th. The firft part hazy weather, wind NT. E . ; 

middle part heavy rain, wind E . ; latter part fqually with heavy 

rain, wind N . E . Sounded, no ground forty fathoms. A t two 

P . M . a hidden fquall, with rain, fplit the fpanker; at fix fqually, 

and very dark and cloudy; in top-gallant fails and fhortened 

fail. A t half paft feven obferving the Scarborough to wear 

fuddenly, I inftantly put the helm a-weather, and hauled ofF, 

although the look-out man at the maft-head could fee nothing. 

Sounded, fifty fathoms, no ground. A t half paft nine bore 

up, and fpoke the Scarborough. Captain Marfhall informed 

me that he faw land bearing from N . to E . Concluding this 

to be the cafe, I propofed to ftand off and on ti l l day-break; 

to which he affented. During the night very heavy rain, 

with fuch vivid flafhes of lightning, all round the compafs, 

as 



as were never feen by the oldeft feaman on board the fhip; 

it was really awful. A t half paft feven A . M . made the 

fignal for feeing land bearing N . W . by N . about four leagues 

diftant [See Plate 2 . ] ; we then ftood in for it, and ran down 

pretty clofe. Some boats appearing, I difplayed a white 

flag, and made fuch figns as I thought would invite them 

on board. A t ten a fudden fquall fplit the fore-top-gallant 

fail, and middle ftay-fail. T i l l noon frequent fqualls, with 

heavy rain, which obliged us to fhorten fail occasionally. 

Found the jibb boom fprung. Latitude obferved 5 0 48 N . 

longitude by lunar obfervation 172° 55' E . 

TVednefday, 25th. The firft part moderate breezes, with 

dark cloudy weather, wind variable from N . E . to S. S. E . 

A t two P. M . the extremes of the land bore from W . by N . 

to E . by S. off fhore about feven or eight miles. A t five one 

of the proas, with about twenty-five perfons in it, came 

clofe to the fhip, and the men feemed inclined to venture 

on board. As I wifhed to eftabliih a friendly intercourfe 

with them, I immediately brought to, and, by fuch figns 

as we thought moft intelligible to them, endeavoured to 

prevail on them to leave their boat. Our endeavours were 

not ineffectual; they foon after hauled down their fail, and 



paddled pretty near. Among the people in the proa was 

an old man of an exceeding venerable appearance, with a 

remarkable long white beard, who, when they had got within 

hearing, chaunted a fong, in a tune, which, though confifting 

of little variation, was not altogether inharmonious. The 

whole of thofe in the boat joined him, making at the fame 

time ftrange gcftures. The old man then began a long 

oration, the tendency of which, as well as the fong previoufly 

chaunted, feemed to be to afTure us of their friendfhip, and 

to procure a favourable reception from us. As no part of 

our conduct appeared to contradict this expectation, they put 

out their paddles, and moved flowly towards the fhip. 

When they had approached near enough, I caufed a few 

trifles to be thrown to them, with which they feemed to be 

much pleafed. In order to accelerate their coming on board, 

I veered a board with a line to them, on which were fattened 

fome fpike nails. Thefe they feized, with every appearance 

of that wonderful attachment the inhabitants of the iflands 

of the Pacific Sea are known to have for iron implements of 

this nature. I then went over the taffrail, and fat in the ftern 

ladder. They feemed much pleafed with the confidence I 

placed in them 3 and immediately paddling up, came on board. 

A s 



A s a token of their friendfhip, they prefented me with a 

piece of matting, very neatly made, together with a few 

other things, fuch as fhells, Sec. and we were now upon 

the moft focial terms with each other, when an accident 

happened that was the occafion of their leaving us abruptly. 

I n gibbing the fpanker, fix or feven of them, who were fitting 

o n the fpanker-guy, which lay along the tafTrail, were thrown 

overboard. Such an incident, I own, was enough to make 

them doubt our intentions, and it had that effect; for no 

fooner did thofe who were on the quarter-deck perceive the 

fituation of their companions, than they immediately leaped 

into the water, and getting into their boats, hoifted their 

fail, and went off with all fpeed. They, however, foon 

joined us again, accompanied by two other large proas. A s 

there was fome reafon to fuppofe, from their precipitate depar­

ture, that they might be offended at what had happened, I 

was prepared to receive them in a hoftile manner, fhould it 

be neceffary. But, as I took care they fhould not fee in us 

any difpofition to a breach of that amity which had fo 

lately taken place between us, they endeavoured to convince us 

of their returning confidence, by holding up fome fruit, as i f 

they wifhed us to accept of it. Perceiving this, I brought to, and 

3 went 



1788. went over the fide of the fhip, in order to renew the commu-

^"J]^ nication with them ; upon which they hauled down their fail, 

and, taking the painters of the boats in their hands, fwam with 

them to the fhip, and having made them faft, came once 

more on!board. They now prefented me with another piece of 

matting, and fome fruit of a fpecies I was unacquainted with ; 

and in return I gave them fome fifh-hooks, nails, &c. which 

they feemed to think a fuflicient compenfation. As it now 

began to grow dark, and their flay on board would not only 

have been inconvenient, but might have proved dangerous, 

their number being increafed to upwards of thirty, I haflened 

their departure, and got them into their boats. As they were 

going off I caught one of them taking away the head pump 

handle* The man, on being detected, appeared quite uncon­

cerned, and feemed to think it no crime to carry off whatever 

he could find : an idea that feems to prevail throughout 

all the newly-difcovered iflands in this quarter of the globe. 

Thefe people were of the fame complexion as thofe before 

defcribed, and, like them, were covered only about the middle. 

They were remarkably well made, and I found them not 

only of a focial difpofition, but, as far as I could judge from 

their behaviour, difpofed to be friendly. By the figns they 

made 



made I could readily perceive that they wiilied me to go on 

fhore ; and they further gave me to underftand that they would 

leave hoftages for my fafety ; but as I did not think it prudent 

to run any rife of that kind, I declined the offer, and proceeded 

on my voyage. A t fix P . M . the northernmofl extremity of 

the fecond iiland bore N . W . by W . diftant feven or eight miles. 

During the night it was fqually, with heavy ra in; and not 

thinking it prudent to run all night, I fpoke the Scarborough, 

and brought to. A t half paft three A . M . bore up to join the 

Scarborough ; at half paft four again brought t o ; and at half 

paft five bore up and made fail. A t day-light faw the land 

bearing from N . by E . to N . E . by E . off fhore about nine or 

ten miles. Still fqually with rain. A t ten the north-weft end 

of the third ifland bore S. E . diftant five or fix leagues. The 

heavy fqualls, with rain, continued, which obliged us to fhorten 

fail occasionally ; and the weather was ftill dark and cloudy. 

N o obfervation. Latitude by account 6° 10' N . longitude by 

lunar obfervation 172° 35' E . 

Thurfday, 26th. A t one P. M . fqually, with rain, wind 

E . N . E . ; at midnight fhortened fail; at two fplit the jibb. 

Continual rain ti l l near midnight, then fair and more mo­

derate, wind the fame. A t day-break we difcovered low 

land, bearing from N . E . to S. E . off fhore about two or three 

leagues,, 



leagues, and made the fignal to the Scarborough. This land 

coniifted of iilands, which I named Daniel's, Pedder s, and 

Arrowfmith's Iilands; between the two latter we were drifted 

by the current in the night, and which I named Fordyce's 

Paffage. [See Plate, N o . 3 . ] A t a quarter paft five A . M . 

the low land bore from S. by W . to S. W . by W . diftant three 

or four leagues. A t eight the extremes of the land bore from 

E . N . E . to S. E . by S . ; the weather calm and cloudy. A t 

noon the land bore from E . by N . to S. S. W . off fhore four 

or five leagues. Sounded 150 fathoms, no ground. This day 

we caught three fharks, and got them on board, in order to 

procure oi l for the lamp from their livers. Latitude obferved 

7 0 19 N . longitude by lunar obfervation 172 0 30' E . 

Friday, 27th. Firft part thick hazy weather, and calm, 

with a fwell from the north-eaft ; middle part light airs, i n ­

clinable to calm, wind N . E . by E . ; afterwards frefli breezes 

and thick haze, with rain, wind E . N . E . A t a quarter paft 

eleven A . M . we faw land bearing north, feven or eight miles 

diftant. Made the fignal to the Scarborough. A t three quar­

ters paft eleven we faw more land, bearing N . N . W . nine or ten 

miles diftant. N o obfervation. Latitude by account 7 0 5 7 ' N . 

longitude by lunar obfervation 172 0 05' E . 

Saturday, 20th. Firft part frefli breezes and hazy, with 

rain, 







rain, wind E . by N . ; middle part light breezes and hazy, 1 7 8 8 , 

wind E . N . E . ; latter part moderate and fair, wind N . E . June. 
A t four P. M . the extremes of the land bore from N . to E . S. E . 

This land is a clufter of iflands of a very pleating appearance* 

I ran down among them within two or three miles, and as I 

proceeded could perceive fome proas on the different beaches, 

but I could fee no inhabitants. I gave them the name of 

Ibbetfon's Iflands. [See Plate, N o . 3.] Our people counted 

upwards of twenty of them ; but I do not think that there 

are fo many. I could only difcern twelve or thirteen, with a 

good glafs, from the main-top-gallant yard. A t four P. M . 

the northernmofl ifland in fight bore N . by W . diftant three 

or four leagues; the fecond or middle ifland N . E . diftant four 

or five leagues; and the m i d d l e o f the i h i r d or fouthernmoft 

ifland E . N . E . diftant five or fix leagues. A t fix P. M . the 

northernmofl , ifland in fight bore N . E . by N . four or five 

leagues diftant. A t feven fpoke the Scarborough, when I 

propofed to Captain Marfhall to ftand on under an eafy fail 

during the night; to which he affented. A t a quarter paft 

four A , M . made fail, and at five difcovered land bearing from 

N . N . E . to E . N . E . off fhore two or three leagues; upon 

which I made the fignal to the Scarborough. A t noon the 

/ G northernmofl 



I 7 8 8 . northernmofl: ifland in fight bore E . by S. \ S. diftant fix or 

June. feven leagues. I counted about fifteen of thefe iflands, and 

they extend nearly as many leagues. Thefe I named Calvert's 

Iflands, and the extremities of which I called Point Camden 

and Point K i n g . [See Plate, N o . 3.] Sounded, no ground 

160 fathoms. Latitude obferved 8° 58' N . longitude by lunar 

obfervation 171 0 4 1 ' E . 

Sunday, 29th. Firft part frefh breezes and cloudy, after­

wards hazy; at noon frefh breezes and clear, wind N . E . 

A t five P. M . we difcovered land bearing from W . to N . five 

or fix leagues diftant. A t fix wore fhip, and ftood off. 

Spoke the Scarborough. The northernmofl: of thefe iflands 

at dark bore N . N . W . three or four leagues diftant. A t two 

A . M . m a d e the fignal, and wore fhip. At daylight faw 

the land bearing from N . E . to W . off fhore three or four 

leagues; made the fignal to the Scarborough, and made fail. 

A t eight we faw a fmall ifland and reef, bearing N . N . W . 

diftant one mile *, and another ifland S. by E . diftant five or 

fix leagues. A t half paft eight we were abreaft of a clufter of 

iflands on each fide. From the extent of thefe iflands, and 

the tremendous reef running from them, I was doubtful of 

finding a paflage. Our fituation, however, from the ftrength 

of 



of the wind and current, admitting of no retraction, I pufhed 

on with a prefs of fail, in order, mould we be able to effect 

a paffage, to make our way through as foon as poffible, for 

fear of calms. We could get no foundings, although I ran 

along the reef within half a mile of it. I faw a few inhabi­

tants, and one large proa, which pufhed hard to get up with 

us, but without effect; for, as there was no time for loitering, 

I did not bring to. From the fouthernmoft of thefe iilands, 

t i l l noon, I ran by the log upwards of fourteen leagues, and 

did not fee the extent of the reef till two o'clock. A t half paft 

two (thank GOD) we happily cleared all. I have named thefe 

iilands Chatham's Iilands. [See Plate, N o . 4.] They lie in the 

lat. of 9 0 25' N . long. 171° 11 'E . A t noon the north end 

of the reef bore E , N . E . diftant five or fix miles. Lat. obferved 

9 0 29 N . long, by lunar obfervation 1710 n ' E . 

Monday, 30th. Firft part frefh breezes and clear, wind 

N . E . b y E . ; middle part moderate and cloudy, wind N . E . ; 

latter part frefh breezes and clear weather, wind the fame. 

A t three P . M . difcovered an iiland bearing N . N . W . diftant 

four or five leagues; and at half paft three faw a clufter of iflands 

bearing from S.S. W . to W . diftant about five leagues, which 

I fuppofe to be thofe named by different navigators the Pifcadore 

G 2 Iflands. 



3 ^ g 8 , Iilands. A t three quarters pall three faw a fand-fpit, dry 

J u n e . about half a mile, bearing W . by N . diftant one mile. [See 

Plate i . J Hauled up in order to clear it. A t fix we difco­

vered a fmall iiland bearing N . E . by N . diftant four or five 

leagues. The northernmofl: extreme of the clufter of iflands 

bore W . by N . four leagues diftant; and at fun-fet the middle 

of the clufter bore W . S. W . A t eight we fhortened fail, and 

fpoke the Scarborough ; when I propofed to wear at ten, and 

ftand to the eaftward ; to which Captain Marfhall affented* 

A t day-break, out all reefs, and made fail. Ever fince we firft 

fell in with thefe iflands, we have been in continual danger ; 

and our fituation admitted of no remedy whatever. Anchors 

were not of the leaft fervice, as we could get no foundings* 

even within half a mile of the fhore, though we never omitted 

to found conftantly throughout the twenty-four hours; and in 

bearing up for one clufter, we fell in with another^ We, 

however, at length happily made our way through them; but 

without being able, from different circumftances, to procure 

at any one of them the refrelhments we ftood in need of. 

From the number of the iflands we have lately fallen in with, 

it is not improbable that there are many others lying nearly in 

the fame degrees of latitude and longitude, and perhaps ex­

tending 
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tending to the eaft and north-eaft : and as there is a profpecT: 

of an intercourfe being in time eftablifhed between New South 

Wales and China, fome of them pofllbly may prove to have 

fafe and convenient harbours, and to abound with fuch necef-

faries as fhall render the paffage much more agreeable than we 

found it. Latitude obferved i o ° 39' N . longitude by lunar 

obfervation 170 0 58 E . 

Tuefday, July ift. Frefh breezes and clear weather, wind 

N . E . by E . during the day. A t eight P. M . in top-gallant 

fails, and fhortened fail, in order to fpeak with the Scarbo­

rough. A t daylight we made fail. Latitude obferved n ^ i ' N . 

longitude by lunar obfervation 170 0 21' E . 

Wednefday, 2d. A t one P . M . frefh breezes and cloudy; 

at two a ligbt fquall with fome rain ; at four moderate and 

clear, wind N . E . which continued during the remainder of 

the day. A t eight P . M . we /poke the Scarborough, and 

at day-break made fail. A t half paft eight A . M . made the 

fignal to the Scarborough to fet up the rigging. We accord­

ingly fhortened fail, and fhifted the top-fails; flayed the lower 

mafts, and fet up the r i g g i n g . A t noon the Scarborough 

fent her boat on board. Latitude obferved 13 0 21' N . longi­

tude by lunar obfervation 1670 2 6 ' E . 

Thurfday, 



Thurfday, 3d. A t one P. M . frefli breezes and cloudy, 

wind N . by E . Stayed the top-mafts and top-gallant mails, 

and fet the rigging up. A t four we faw fome tropic birds and 

fheer waters. A t eight A . M . removed the fliifting ballaft aft. 

We now found that the fhip failed infinitely better fince I let 

the mafts in the partners aft. Latitude obferved 140 54' N . 

longitude by lunar obfervation 165 0 50' E . 

Friday^ 4th. Moderate breezes, and fine, clear, pleafant 

weather, w i n d N . E . A t f o u i i n the afternoon we again faw 

fome flieer waters. Latitude obferved 160 12' JN. l o n g i t u d e by 

lunar obfervation 164 0 46' E . 

Saturday, 5 th. Firfl: part light breezes and clear ; middle 

part hazy; latter part moderate and cloudy; wind N . E . 

Nothing particular happened during the courfe o f this day.-

Latitude obferved 170 07' N . longitude by lunar obfervation 

163° S 1 ' E-

Sunday, 6th. Firft part light breezes and hazy, with a 

fmooth fea ; wind N . E . Latitude obferved 170 36' N . lon­

gitude by lunar obfervation 162 0 57' E , 

Monday, 7th. Firft part moderate breezes, with light 

fqualls, and cloudy ; middle part moderate and cloudy ; lat­

ter part moderate and fair; wind E , N . E . during the day. 

A t 



A t two P. M . founded, no ground fixty fathoms. A t five we 1788. 

fpoke the Scarborough ; when Captain Marfhall informed Ju!y-

me that ten of his men were down with the fcurvy. Having 

been fo long without procuring any refrefhments from on fhore, 

that diforder, fo fatal to feamen, now began to grow alarming 

in both fhips. Latitude obferved 18 0 16' N . longitude by l u ­

nar obfervation 1 6 1 0 47' E . 

Tuefday, 8 t h . Firft part light airs and cloudy, with fhowers 

of rain, wind E , S. E . ; middle part the fame, with fmall rain, 

wind variable; latter part calm and cloudy, wind S. E . In 

the forenoon we faw feveral tropic birds and Qieer waters. A t 

noon founded, no ground 160 fathoms. Latitude obferved 

1 8 ° 52' N . longitude by lunar obfervation 1 6 1 0 0 7 ' E . 

TFednefday, 9 t h . Firft part light airs and clear, wind E . S. E . ; 

at fix P. M . light fqualls wTith rain, wind variable \ during the 

night light breezes and clear, wind E . S. E . fucceeded by fqualls 

with heavy rain; latter part hazy, and very unfettled weather, 

wind variable. Latitude obferved 1 9 0 2 8 ' N . longitude by 

lunar obfervation 1 6 0 0 11' E . 

Thurfday, i o t h . Firft part light airs, and dark cloudy 

weather, wind variable ; middle part moderate and cloudy, 

wind E . ; latter part dark unfettled weather, wind the fame. 

« A t 



A t eight P. M . we fpoke the Scarborough, and informed Cap­

tain Marfliall that the longitude by lunar obfervation the pre­

ceding noon was 1 5 9 0 1 0 ' E . A t feven A . M . variation per 

azimuth 9 0 30' E . N o obfervation. Latitude by account 

2 2° 2 N . longitude by lunar obfervation 1 5 9 0 38' E ; 

Friday, n t h . Firft part light breezes and cloudy; after* 

wards moderate and clear ; wind during the day variable. A t 

ten P. M . the Scarborough fpoke us. In the forenoon we faw 

feveral tropic birds and fheer waters. This day the carpenter 

became indifpofed, and his illnefs inctca (M the fick lift to nine 

out of twenty-eight; a number that, confidering the diftance 

we were at from any place where there was a probability of 

procuring neceffaries for their relief, as well as for preventing a 

further addition to the lift, carried no little degree of alarm 

with it. Latitude obferved 20° 42, N . longitude by lunar 

obfervation 15 8 0 16' E . 

Saturday, 12th. Firft part moderate breezes and hazy, 

wind N . E . ; middle part cloudy unfettled weather with fqualls, 

wind variable ; latter part thick, hazy, and fqually, with rain, 

wind E* S. E . The fcurvy now began to make rapid ftrides, 

and the number of fick on board was this day increafed to ten, 

with a profped of feveral more being foon down, the fymptoms 

3 gaining 



gaining ground upon them, notwithstanding we had plenty of 

good beer of our own brewing, wine, and other antifcorbutics. 

Latitude by account 2i° 35' N . longitude by lunar obfervation 

156 0 45' E . 

Sunday, 13th. Firft part moderate breezes and cloudy, 

wind S. E . ; middle part fqually and cloudy; latter part heavy 

fqualls, with rain, wind the fame. A t feven P. M . we fpoke 

the Scarborough. A t five A . M . fhifted the main-top-gallant 

maft. A t eight we faw a gannet, and kept a good look-out. 

Latitude obferved 2 2° 23' N . longitude by lunar obfervation 

152 0 51' E . 

Monday, 14th. Firft part heavy fqualls, with rain, wind 

S. S. E . ; middle part frefh breezes and cloudy, wind variable ; 

latter part fqually, with heavy rain, wind S. by W . A t three 

P . M . we faw a gannet, and at feven A . M . feveral more were 

in fight. When I fpoke the Scarborough, the preceding day, 

I propofed to Captain Marfhall to wear immediately, in order 

to get to the fouthward as foon as poflible; being convinced 

that the fouth-weft monfoon had reached us, and that it would 

be neceffary for fecuring our paffage to China to round the 

Bafhee Iilands as clofe as we might have it in our power to do. 

Here it muft be very apparent to every nautical man, that from 

H the 



1788. the latitude we were then in , and the fouth-weft monfoon 

Ju]y- blowing, we fhould not be able to fetch the Ifland of Formofa; 

and getting to leeward of it would effectually prevent our 

reaching China til l the north-eaft monfoon fhould fet i n ; and, 

from the fickly ftate of the crew, I was apprehenfive we fhould 

be equally retarded on the coaft of Japan, where the current is 

rapid and uncertain. From the little plan I had laid down for 

the government of our voyage, previous to our failing, it wi l l 

appear that I never intended to have gone fo far to the north* 

ward. There, however, was no alternative, but t W of returning 

again to the fouthward, while we had it in our power to do fo, 

by being well to the eaftward, and confequently not too much 

influenced by the monfoon. We accordingly wore and ftood to 

the fouthward. N o obfervation. Latitude by account 2 2 ° 3 5 ' N . 

longitude by lunar obfervation 150 0 48' E . 

lite/day, 15th. Firft part moderate breezes and cloudy, with 

rain, wind S. S, W . ; middle part heavy fqualls, with rain, wind 

S.; latter part dark and gloomy, with flying fhowers, wind the 

fam? A t four P. M . we had a large fwell from the S. W„ 

and a vaft number and variety of birds were about the fhip; 

This day I conceived myfelf not far from the iflands called the 

Gardens, laid down in feveral charts nearly in this latitude. 

N o 



N o obfervation. Latitude by account 22° 30' N . longitude 

by lunar obfervation 151 0 44' E . 

Wednefday, 16th, Firft part moderate breezes, with thick 

gloomy weather, and light fhowers at times, wind S. by W . ; 

middle part fqually, with rain, and much lightning from the 

fouth, wind S. S. W . ; latter part cloudy, wind the fame. A t 

five P. M . we had a heavy fwell from the S. S. W . and a great 

number of birds were ftill round the fhip. A t ten A . M . fent 

the jolly boat on board the Scarborough, which returned at 

noon. N o obfervation. Latitude by account 22 05' N . longitude 

by lunar obfervation 15 2° 36 E . 

Thurfday, 17th. Firft part light breezes and cloudy, unfettled 

weather, with heavy rains, wind S. W . ; middle part light 

airs and hazy, with rain, wind variable; latter part moderate 

breezes and cloudy, wind S. A t four P. M . wore fhip ; and 

likewife at half paft feven, when in top-fails. A t three A . M . 

wore fhip to the weftward, and at four to the eaftward 5 at 

feven we were taken aback; and at half paft feven again wore 

fhip. Latitude obferved 21 0 55 N . longitude by lunar 

obfervation 15 2° 2 8' E . 

Friday^ 18th. Firft part light breezes and cloudy, wind S.; 

middle part moderate and clear, Wind S, S. E . ; latter part hazy, 

H 2 wind 



1788. wind S. by E. A t one P. M . we wore fhip, and alfo at half 

^ J u ^ paft twelve A . M . A t four the Scarborough fpoke us. A t feven 

variation per azimuth 8° 10 E . A t half paft feven Captain 

Marfhall fent his boat, to inform me that his brother was taken 

dangeroufly i l l , and requefted that I would come on board. 

I went immediately, carrying with me fuch medicines and other 

things as, from the account given me, I thought he ftood in 

need of; but, to my great concern, before I could reach 

the fhip, he e x p i r e d . Though neither Captain Marfhall nor 

myfelf had a furgeon on board, yet having a g o o d medicine 

cheft, with directions, together with Buchan's Domeftic 

Medicine, I did tolerably well, and I flatter myfelf prevented 

the fcurvy from proving fo fatal as it otherwife might have 

done. M r . Marshall's cafe was, however, very obftinate; he 

had languished for fome time under that diforder ; and, as we 

were not able to make any land, where the fole effectual remedy 

againft it could only have been obtained, from the benefit of the 

air on fhore, and from the ufe of fruits and vegetables, it had 

now arrived to fuch a height as to deprive him of life; and that, 

at laft, in a manner fomewhat hidden. Latitude obferved 

2i°44- 'N. longitude by lunar obfervation 15 20 17' E . 

Saturday, 19th. Firft part light breezes and cloudy, wind 

S. S. E . ; 



S. S, E . ; middle part moderate and clear, wind S. E . ; latter 

part the fame, wind S. E . by S. In the afternoon a great 

many birds, of various forts, were about the fhip. The number 

of fick on board ftill amounted to ten. Latitude obferved 

2i° 07' N . longitude by lunar obfervation 1510 27' E . 

Sunday, 20th. Light airs and clear throughout the day, 

wind from S. E . to S. S. E . A t feven A . M . the Scarborough 

fpoke us. Latitude obferved 20 0 38' N . longitude by lunar 

obfervation 1500 51' E , 

Monday, 21ft. Firft part light airs and clear, wind S.; 

middle part clear and calm ; latter part light airs and cloudy, 

wind W . A t one P. M . fent the jolly boat on board the. 

Scarborough. The fick lift this day decreafed to nine. Latitude 

obferved 20 0 24' N . longitude by lunar obfervation 150 0 45' E . . 

Tuefday, 2 2d. Firft part light airs and cloudy, with rain, 

w i n d W . ; middle part variable; latter part moderate and fair, 

wind N . A t ten A . M . feveral birds were round the fhip.', 

The ftate of the fick as yefterday. Latitude obferved i 9 ° 4 4 ' N . 

longitude by lunar obfervation 1500 26' E . 

Wednesday, 23d. Firft part light breezes and clear, wind 

N . N . E . ; middle part light airs, inclinable to calm ; latter 

part calm; at noon hot and fultry, wind S. S. W. . The wales 

and 



and bottom of the fhip being now become exceedingly foul, we 

got the boat out and fcrubbed the ftarboard fide. The ftate 

of the fick as before. Latitude obferved 190 2 8 ' N , longitude 

by lunar obfervation 150012' E . 

Thurfday, 24th. Firft part light airs and cloudy, wind S. W . ; 

middle part inclinable to calm ; latter part moderate and 

cloudy, wind S. W . by S. A t two P. M . fent the boat on 

board the Scarborough. This afternoon fcrubbed the larboard 

fide of the fhip. Prom o n e t o fonr her head was all round the 

compafs. Many birds were this day about the fhip. The (late 

of the fick as before. Latitude obferved 190 01' N . longitude 

by lunar obfervation 150 0 00' E . 

Friday, 25th. Firft part light breezes and hazy, wind S . W . ; 

middle part lightning in the S. W . quarter, wind the fame; latter 

part dark, gloomy weather, with fqualls, wind W . ; and at 

noon N . W . by W . In the afternoon many birds were about 

the fhip ; and the next morning a great number were ftill ob-

fervable. The ftate of the fick as before. Latitude obferved 

i 8 ° 0 5 ' N . longitude by lunar obfervation i 5 0 ° o o ' E . 

Saturday, 26th. Firft part dark, gloomy weather, wind W . ; 

middle part thick, hazy, and unfettled, wind S. S. W . ; latter 

part moderate and hazy, with rain, wind variable. A great 

number 



number of birds around the fhip during the whole day. A t 1788. 

.fix P . M . lightning in the fouth-weft quarter. The ftate of the . J d y * 

fick as before. N o obfervation. Latitude by account 1 7 ° 2 2 N . 

longitude by lunar obfervation 149 0 47 ' E . 

Sunday, 27th. Firft part calm, with heavy r a i n ; middle 

part moderate and cloudy, wind S. by W , ; latter part frefh 

breezes and cloudy, wind S. A great number of birds, of 

various kinds, about the fhip. The ftate of the fick as 

before. Latitude obferved T6° 57' N . longitude by lunar 

obfervation 149 0 47 E . 

Monday, 28 th. Firft part moderate breezes and cloudy, 

wind S. by E . ; middle part cloudy, with fqualls, wind the 

fame; latter part moderate and fair, wind ftill S . by E . A t 

three P. M . the Scarborough fpoke us. A t two A . M . a 

hidden fquall, with rain, fplit the fore-top-gallant fail. A t eleven 

the Scarborough again fpoke us, when Captain Marfhall ac­

quainted me that he had loft another of his fhip's company by 

the fcurvy. Our lift of fick was this day increafed to ten. 

Latitude obferved 16 0 35' N . ; longitude by lunar obfervation 

148 0 27' E . 

Tuefday, 29th. Firft part moderate breezes and cloudy, 

windS. by E . ; middle part the fame, wind S. E . ; latter part 

3 moderate 



5 6 V O Y A G E T O C A N T O N . 

J788. moderate and fair, wind E . Nothing material occurred through 

J u l y . this day. The ftate of the fick remained - as before. L a -

titude obferved 16 0 04' N . longitude by lunar obfervation 

*45o 47' E - '; v; : v ^ ' v e H ^Yj^k wu^y^b^id 

Wednefday, 30th. Light airs and clear during the whole day, 

wind from E . N . E . to S. E . In the afternoon we faw feveral 

gannets. The fick lift was now increafed to twelve. L a ­

titude obferved 15° 26' N . longitude by lunar obfervation 

146 0 47' E . 

Thurfday, 31ft. Light airs and clear, wind f r o m s. E . to 

S. S, W . A t two P. M . we faw feveral gannets. A t midnight 

fhortened fail. A t day-break made fail. A t four A . M . I fpoke 

the Scarborough, and informed Captain Marfhall that the 

ifland of Tinian, according to Commodore Wallis's account, 

bore from us S. 6i° W . diftant 20 leagues. A n d here I muft 

pay the tribute due to the nautical knowledge of this good 

officer, by obferving, that wherever his track and mine 

coincided, I not only found his voyages ufeful, but remarkably 

correct. A t fix A . M . faw land bearing W . \ S. nine or ten 

leagues diftant. A t noon the fouthernmoft extreme of the land 

bore W . S. W. f W . ; the northernmofl W . ; the body of the 

iflands W . by S. diftant feven or eight leagues. The ftate of 

the 



the fick as before. Latitude obferved 15 0 1 4 ' N . longitude by I 788. 

lunar obfervation 146 0 22' E . A u g u f t . 

Friday, Auguft i f t . Firft part light breezes and hazy, wind 

S, by W . ; middle part light airs, inclinable to calm, wind 

S. S. W . ; latter part light breezes, with flying fhowers of rain, 

wind S. W . by S. A t four P. M . the extremes of the land, which 

I took to be the ifland of Saypan, bore from S. W . by S. to W . $ S. 

diftant three or four leagues. A t feven the fouthernmoft point 

bore S. W . ^ W . ; the northernmofl: ditto W . J S. A t eight 

A . M . the extremes of the'land bore from N . W . by W . to S. W . 

The ftate of the fhip's company rendered the fight of land 

moft grateful to our eyes; and excited the warmeft hopes 

that we fhould be able to procure the refreshments we fo much 

flood in need of. The fcurvy had now arrived to fuch a 

height among the crew that eleven were unable to move; 

and the remaining part were fo exceedingly feeble, from the 

effects of it, as fcarcely to be able to navigate the fhip: fo 

that our fituation was become extremely critical, which in­

duced me to make the beft of my way to the ifland of T i n i a n ; 

and this I fignified to Captain Marfhall. N o obfervation. 

Saturday, 2d. Firft part light airs and cloudy, with rain, 

wind S. S. E . ; middle and latter parts the fame, wind variable, 

i from 



1 7 8 8 . from S. S.W. to W . by S. A t three P. M . we bore down 

A u g u f t . and fpoke the Scarborough, and at five her boat came on 

board. A t feven the extremes of the land bore from N . E . to 

S. W . J W . diftant two or three leagues. Latitude obferved 

15° 5 N . 

Sunday, 3d. Firft part light breezes, with fhowers of rain, 

wind S. W . by S.; middle part light airs and hazy, wind 

S. S. W . ; latter part the fame, wind S. W . A t one in 

the afternoon tacked, and, being near the ifland of Saypan, 

fent the jolly boat on fhore, in o i J e r to procure refrefh-

ments for the fick, which returned at fix, when we again 

made fail. A t feven the extremes of the land bore from 

S. W . by W . to N . W . by N . off fhore four miles. A t 

eight A . M . the fouthernmoft point of Tinian bore 

VV. S. W . \ S. diftant four or five leagues. Latitude obferved 

14° 57' N . . ' 

Monday, 4th. Firft part light airs and clear, wind S. W . by S.; 

middle part light airs, hazy, and fqually with rain, wind S. by W . 

latter part cloudy, with rain, wind the fame. A t four P. 

the fouthernmoft point of Tinian bore W , by S. A t eight 

Tinian bore W . \ S. diftant four leagues. A t daylight the 

fouth point of Tinian bore W . N . W . diftant five or fix 

miles \ 



miles; and at nine it bore E . two miles diftant* I now fent 

the jolly boat to found the bay, and to come to a grappling, 

when a convenient birth was found for the fhip to lie. In 

order to do this, I directed the mate to bring the fame 

bearings on which Commodore Wallis had taken, when he 

anchored his Majefty's fhip the Dolphin ; and, to facilitate 

the bufinefs, I copied the bearings from the commodore's 

voyage, which I had by me, and delivered them to the 

mate. I further directed him to hoift an union jack, i f 

the ground was good. The boat returned at noon, having 

found a convenient birth, and left a buoy there, as a mark 

for the fhip's anchorage. A t n o o n the fouth point bore 

S. by E . diftant a mile and a half. Standing into the bay of 

Tinian. 

tuefday, 5th. Firft part light airs and fair, wind W . ; 

middle part moderate breezes, wind S. by W . 5 latter part 

moderate, with rain, wind S. S. W . A t one P. M . we 

were taken aback. A t two came to, with the beft bower, i n 

twenty-five fathoms, hard fand, with coral rocks; the South 

Point bearing S. E . by S.; Cocoa-Nut Point N , N . W . ; the 

North Point N . W . ; about a mile and half from the fhore, and 

one mile from the reef, nearly in the fpot where Captain Wallis 
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1788. lay, in his Majefty's fhip the Dolphin. A t three I fent the 

Aug^ftj jolly boat on fhore; and at fix fhe returned, with oranges, 

cocoa-nuts, fome cabbages, 6cc. &c. and alfo a wild hog. 

Encouraged by this fupply, at four A . M . I fent the yawl on 

fhore, in order to procure more refrefhments; and at eight 

A . M , I fent twelve of the fick on fhore, that they might 

receive the benefit of the land air as early as poflible. A n d , 

as we found the well, mentioned in Anfon's Voyages, to be 

dry, and no water to be met with, that we could difcover, 

within three miles of t h e l a d i n g - p U C e s , I likewife fent fome 

cafks on fhore, together with one of the lower ftudding-

fails, in order to catch water from the rain that fell. 

During the remaining part of the day the boats were 

employed in bringing aboard fruit, 8cc. &c. for fea-

ftores. 

Wednefday, 6th. Firft part frefh breezes, with rain, 

wind S. W . ; middle and latter parts the fame, wind S. The 

fick not being in a ftate to come off, at three P. M . I 

ordered their bedding to be fent on fhore, together with a 

fail and fome tarpaulins, for the purpofe of making them 

a tent for the night. About nine in the morning a fmall 

party, confifting of thofe whofe health would bear the 

fatigue. 



fatigue, made an e x c u r f i o n into the country, to k i l l cattle, hogs, 

fowls, 8cc. 

Thurfday, 7th. Firft part frefli gales, with a heavy fwell 

from the weftward, wind W . S. W . ; middle part fqually, with 

rain, wind S. W . ; latter part the fame, wind S. S. W . and 

variable. At one P. M . finding the beft bower to come home 

at times, let go the fmall bower, bent the flieet cable, and got 

the anchor over the fide. The boat employed in bringing on 

board fruit, Sec. &c. A t five the hunters returned, with two 

wild hogs and a fmall pig. A t midnight, in founding, loft a 

deep fea lead, the line being cut by the coral rocks. A t five 

A . M . hove up the fmall bower, and found one of the bends 

cut off; upon which we proceeded immediately to fecure the 

clinch. A t nine a fquall coming on, we again let go the fmall 

bower, and veered away on both cables a Jong fcope. Hoifted 

in the yaul. Down top-gallant yards. Our fituation being 

now neither pleafant nor fafe, I fent afliore for all the fick. In 

the mean time we employed ourfelves in getting ready for fea, 

in cafe the wind fhould admit of laying out of the bay, fo as 

to clear the north point of the breakers. 

Friday, 8 th. Heavy fqualls, with rain, during the whole 

day, wind variable from S. to W . S. W . A very heavy fea 

r o l l i n g 



rolling in from the weftward, at one P. M . we got, with great 

difficulty, all the fick on board, which afforded fome abatement 

to the anxiety of my mind on their account. We loft to-day 

another deep fea lead, cut, as before, by the coral rocks. A t 

day-break we found ourfelves within two cable's length of the 

reef, and a very heavy fea ftill rolling in from the weftward; 

at the fame time the fhip's company were fo extremely weak 

and feeble, as not to be able to purchafe either of the anchors. 

Indeed there appeared to be no poflibility of heaving, from the 

heavy pitching of the . 0, that the people could not ftand 

to the bars of the windlafs: and the weather growing, if pofiibk, 

worfe, I determined, rather than run the rifk of riding it out, to 

cut and put to fea. The danger was new fo imminent, that it 

became abfolutely neceffary I fhould carry this determination into 

execution without further delay. I accordingly got a fpring on 

the ftarboard cable, to eaft the fhip, and at half paft fix A . M . 

cut both cables at the windlafs, and ftood out of the bay. A t 

three-quarters paft fix, a very heavy fquall, with rain, fplit 

the jibb, and main top-maft ftay-fail. Had the (hip remained a 

quarter of an hour longer in the bay, I am fully perfuaded, and 

my officers and the whole fhip's company are of the fame 

opinion, that fhe muft inevitably have driven afliore upon the 
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reef. W e , however, by half paft feven, cleared the north point 

of the breakers. Clofe reefed the top-fails, and ftruck the top­

gallant mails. A t eight handed the top-fails. Split the fore and 

main courfes; brought a new fore-fail to the yard immediately. 

A t ten the body of Tinian boreE. by N . diftant fix or feven 

leagues. The iiland of Aguian bore S. E . by E . diftant eight or 

nine leagues; and Saypan N . E . ~ N . diftant ten or eleven 

leagues. Thus did I find myfelf obliged to forego all the 

benefits I hoped to have received from touching at this ifland. 

The Scarborough, whofe fituation was nearly fimilar to ours, cut 

out at the fame time. The latitude of the body of the ifland of 

Tinian I make to be 15 ° 0 0 ' NT. and its longitude 146 0 E . 

In Anfon's Voyage, Tinian is defcribed as being nearly a 

tcrreftrial paradife. T h e a ir is faid to be uncommonly healthy, 

and the foil dry and fertile ; the land to rife in gentle flopes, 

from the beach to the middle of the ifland, often interrupted by 

vallies of an eafy defcent, many of which wind irregularly 

through the country, and the whole beautifully diverflfied by 

woods and lawns: the woods confiding of tall and well-fpread 

trees, free from underwood or bufhes, and moft of them 

celebrated either for their afpect or their fruit; the lawns exten­

s i v e , and compofed of fine tuif, covered with trefoil and various 
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1788. kinds of flivvers ; altogether affording the moft enchanting 

^uft . profpe&s. Nor are the allurements of Tinian, in the account 

there given, confined to the beautiful appearance of the country. 

It was at that time fo well flocked with cattle, that it was not 

uncommon to fee herds of fome thoufands feeding together in a 

large meadow, all of them milk white, and fo far from being 

wild, that they were fhot, or run down, with eafe. The iiland 

abounded likewife with wild hogs, poultry, and all kinds of 

tropical fruits and vegetables. It had, belides, a great number of 

fprings and wells of good water; fo t W it was one of the 

moft delightful and commodious places a fhip could touch at. 

Such is the ifland of Tinian defcribed in Anfon's Voyage to 

be in September 1742. 

When vifited by Commodore Byron, in July 1765, the 

ftate of it appears to have been very different. Inftead of the 

beautiful lawns and meadows before defcribed, a party that 

were fent out to k i l l cattle found the trees fo thick, and the 

ground fo overgrown with underwood, that they could 

fcarcely fee three yards before them. A n d after having, 

with incredible labour and difficulty, penetrated through this 

brake, to their great furprife and difappointment, they found, 

the lands entirely overgrown with a ftubborn kind of a 
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reed or brum, in many places as high as their heads, which 17™m 

greatly impeded their progrefs. During their excurfion, they tlT^ 

were covered with flies from head to foot. The cattle 

which are before defcribed to have been fo numerous and 

tame, were now fo fhy that the hunters could fcarcely get 

a fhot at them; and none were to be met with within three 

or four miles of the landing-place. As to the climate, M r . 

Byron gives it as his opinion that it is one of the moft 

unhealthy fpots in the world ; at leaft, he fays, it was fo 

during the feafon he was there, the rain being violent 

and incefTant, and the heat fo exceflive as to threaten them 

with fuffocation. They further found it to fwarm with centi­

pedes and fcorpions, and likewife with a large black ant, 

fcarcely inferior to either in the malignity of its bite; befides 

which, there were many other venomous infects. The water 

of the well from which the Centurion had been fupplied, was 

the worft they had met with during their whole voyage, it 

being not only brackifh, but full of worms. 

According to the account given of it by Captain Wallis, 

who was there in September 1767, the weather was then 

fo very fultry and hot, that their flefti meat would fcarcely 

keep a day. He tells us that not a fingle cocoa-nut was 
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V O Y A G E T O C A N T O N . 

to be procured within three miles of the landing-place; 

and that the people he fent out to ki l l cattle, not only endured 

incredible fatigue, from being frequently obliged to go ten 

or twelve miles, through one continued thicket, but found 

the cattle fo fcarce, and fo wild, as to occafion them very 

great trouble in the purfuit. 

From the obfervations I was able to make, during my fhort 

flay at this iiland, the defcription given by Captain Wallis 

feems to correfpond the neareft with the prefent ftate of it. 

The ground was much overgrown with underwood, and the 

cattle did not appear to be by far fo plenty as defcribed 

in Anfon's Voyage, nor fo eafily gotten at. 1 have al­

ready faid that the well, at which Lord Anfon watered, 

was dry ; and as for the numerous fprings there fpoken 

of, few of them fell in my way. The neareft water to 

the landing-place lay too far off for me to receive any 

benefit from it, in the prefent debilitated ftate of the fhip's 

company. Among the trees I obferved great numbers of 

the cotton-tree, in full bloom; and fell in with a village, 

the huts of which appeared to have been for fome time 

deferted. However, the little time I was there, I got great 

abundance of cocoa-nuts, cabbages, bread-fruit, wild hogs, 
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fowls, & c . £cc. I faw feveral large herds of white cattle, but 

was not able to manage any of them, except a few of 

their calves. Knowing the badnefs of the road in which 

the fhip lay, and the critical fituation I was in, from the 

fickly ftate of my people, I had not time to make thofe 

obfervations I otherwife might have done, as fuch different 

accounts had been given of this iiland. 

Saturday, 9th. Firft part frefh gales and fqually, wind 

S. S. W . ; middle part frefli gales and cloudy, wind S . ; 

latter part fqually, with rain, wind the fame. A t one P. M . 

the Scarborough, which had fortunately got out of the 

bay at the fame time we did, was in company. A t 

two we had very hard fqualls, which carried away the 

fore-tack and fhcet, and fplit the new fore-fail and main-fail, 

and blew away the fore-top-maft ftay-fail. A t fix a heavy fvvell 

from the weftward. A t eight A . M . the Scarborough 

making the fignal to fpeak to us, we bore down, 

and received her boat on board, when the chief mate i n ­

formed me that Captain Marfliall was dangerouily i l l . 

The many difficulties that had attended the voyage, par­

ticularly the difappointment we had juft experienced, when 

we thought the recovery of our men was on the point o( 
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1 7 8 8 . being effected; together with the gloomy profpedt that 

ftill prefented itfelf, from the fickly ftate of the imps' 

companies, was more than his fpints were able to bear up 

againft, though a good and active feaman, and his health 

became affected by it. Having myfelf thirteen unable to 

do any duty, and the remaining part being exceedingly weak 

and feeble, from the fatigue during the late gale, I came 

to the refolution of making the beft of my way to 

Macao ; more EFPECIALLY AS the illnefs of the crew effectu­

ally deprived me of the power of putting BACK, in order 

to recover the cables and anchors, which had unavoidably 

been cut and left in Tinian Bay. The ftate of the water on 

board proved an additional obftruction to doing this; as it now 

ran fo fhort as not to admit of the leaft delay in the 

profecution of our voyage. H a d I been obliged to leave 

the fick behind, of which, at one time, I was very ap~ 

prehenfive, the bringing them away would have been an 

object that required every exertion; but the welfare of the 

whole {hip's company was not to be put in competition 

with the lofs of two cables and anchors. N o obfervation. 

Latitude by account 1 5 0 25' N . longitude by lunar obfervation 

144* 36' E . 
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Sunday, i o t h . Firft part frefh gales and cloudy, wind 1 7 8 8 . 

S. S. W . ; middle part moderate breezes and cloudy, wind S.; 

latter part moderate and fair, wind the fame. A t four P. M . 

a heavy fvvell from the fouthward, which continued during the 

night. A l l the fick that had been landed at Tinian, not-

withftanding the time they were on fhore was fo fhort, 

and the refrefhments we were able to procure there, 

fo few, had recovered furprifingly of the fcurvy; but 

were ftill very weak and emaciated. The fick lift con­

tinued at thirteen. Latitude obferved 15 0 4 5 ' N . longitude 

by lunar obfervation 1 4 3 0 29 E . 

Monday, n t h . Firft part moderate breezes and hazy, 

wind S. ; middle part light airs and hazy, wind S. S. E . ; 

latter part ditto and clear, wind the fame. A t three P. M . 

fent the jolly boat on board the Scarborough. Sick lift 

twelve; among whom were the carpenter and boatfwain. 

Latitude obferved 15 0 27' N . longitude by lunar obfervation 

Tuefday, 12th. Firft part fqually, with fmall rain, wind S. E . 

by E , ; middle part moderate breezes and cloudy, wind N . E . ; 

latter part the fame, wind E . N . E . In the forenoon we brought 

to for the Scarborough's boat, then filled and made fail again. 
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Sick lift this day decreafed one. Latitude obferved 1 4 0 57' N . 

longitude by lunar obfervation 1 4 1 0 06' E . 

JVednefday, 13th. Fiift part moderate breezes and hazy, 

wind E . ; middle part light breezes and clear, wind S. S. E . ; 

latter part moderate and fair, wind the fame. A t fix P. M . the 

Scarborough fpoke us. A t fix A . M . variation per azimuth 

3 0 54' E . Sick lift twelve. Latitude obferved 1 4 0 2 8 ' N . 

longitude by lunar obfervation 1 3 9 0 41' E . 

Thurfday, 1 4 t h . F i r f l part moderate breezes and fair, wind 

E . ; middle part fqually, wind S . E . ; latter part frefh, breezes 

and clear, wind E . S, E . This day, our water growing fhort, 

I put every one on board to an allowance. A t four P. M . faw a 

gannet, and confequently kept a good-look out ; but, though 

we faw no land, I ftrongly fufpect there are iflands unexplored 

hereabouts. As it was not my bufinefs to fearch for danger, as 

before obferved, but to avoid it, I did not feek after them. 

Sick lift increafed to thirteen. Latitude obferved 140 1 5 ' N . 

longitude by lunar obfervation 1 3 7 ° 37' E . 

Friday, 15th. Firft part moderate and cloudy, with now and 

then flying fqualls, and light fhowers, wind W . ; middle part 

frefh breezes and cloudy, wind the fame; latter part moderate 

and cloudy, with light fhowers of rain, wind the fame. A t 

eleven 



eleven A . M . the Scarborough fpoke us. The fick lift I 7 8 8 * 

this day increafed to fifteen. N o obfervation. Latitude by % 

account 140 27' N . longitude by lunar obfervation 1 3 5 ° 39' E , 

Saturday, 16th. Firfl: part moderate breezes and cloudy, 

wind S. by E . ; middle part frefh breezes and cloudy, wind 

the fame; latter part clear, wind ftill S. by E . Our fick lift 

was now increafed to fifteen, fo that more than one half of the 

fhip's company were totally incapacitated from attending their 

duty, and many of the remainder very ill-prepared to encounter 

a gale of wind. Latitude obferved 1 $Q o f N . longitude by 

lunar obfervation 133 0 3 2' E . 

Sunday, 17th. Firft part moderate breezes and clear, wind 

S. W . by S. ; middle part light airs and cloudy, wind S. W . ; 

latter part light airs, and hazy, wind S. S. W . In the 

afternoon we faw a large flock of birds. Kept a good 

look-out. Sick lift thirteen. Latitude obferved 1 5 0 1 7 ' N . 

longitude by account 132° 05' E . 

Monday, 18th. Firft part light airs, inclinable to calm, wind 

S. S. W . ; middle part calm and cloudy ; latter part light airs 

and cloudy, wind variable. Sick lift fourteen. Latitude ob­

ferved 150 18' N . longitude 1 3 2 0 51' E . 

Tuefday, 19th. Firft part light airs and hazy, wind E . ; 

middle 



middle part wind and weather the fame ; latter part thick 

and hazy. Sick lift as before. N o obfervation. Latitude by 

account 1 5 0 1 6 ' N . longitude by account 1 3 2 0 30 E . 

Wednefday, 20th. Firft part light airs and hazy, wind 

E . S. E . ; middle part light fqualls, with rain, wind W . S. W . ; 

latter part moderate and clear, wind S. W . I had the pleafure 

to find the fick decreafed this day to feven. Latitude obferved 

I S ° 3 5 ' N . longitude by account 1 3 1 0 55' E . 

Thurfday, 21 ft. Moderate breezes and cloudy, with light 

fhowers of rain, wind S. W . ; m i d d l e p a r t fqually, with rain, 

wind the fame; latter part fqually unfettled weather, w i n d W . 

During the night fplit the fore-top-gallant fail, and carried 

away the jibb-flay; and the r a i n was fo heavy that we 

filled a ton of rain water. State of the fick as yeflerday. 

N o obfervation. Latitude by account 160 19' N . longi­

tude by account 129 0 47' E . 

Friday, 2 2d. Firf l part frefh breezes and fqually, with 

rain, wind S. W . by W . ; middle part fqually, unfettled, 

weather, wind variable; latter part the fame, wind W . by S. 

A t two P . M . filled two tons and a half of rain water. 

A t fix a fquall fplit the main-top-maft flay-fail. Early in 

the morning a heavy fea from the S, W . A t noon we 

faw 



faw a gannet. Sick lift as before. Latitude obferved 170 27' N . 1 7 8 8 . 

longitude by account 129 0 00' E . t^^L 

Saturday, 23d. Firft part frefb breezes and fqually, wind 

W . S. S.; middle part the fame, wind S. W . ; latter part ftill 

fqually and unfettled, wind W . by S. A t one P. M . fplit the 

main ftay-fail. Sick lift eight. N o obfervation. Latitude 

by account 170 57' N . longitude by ditto 128 0 0 9 ' E . 

Sunday, 24th. Firft part frefh gales and fqually, with 

rain, wind S. W . by S. ; middle part heavy fqualls, with rain, 

wind S. W . ; latter part fqually and unfettled, wind S. S, W . 

A t three A . M . lowered the top-fails. A t eleven the Scar­

borough fpoke us. The ftate of the fick as yefter-

day. Latitude obferved 180 21' N . longitude by account 

127 0 o o ' E . 

Monday, 25th. Firft part frefh breezes and hazy, wind 

S. S. W . middle part the fame; latter part fqually, with 

rain, wind S. W . A t two P. M . a heavy fwell from the 

weftward. A t four A . M . lowered the top-fails. Sick lift 

as before. N o obfervation. Latitude by account 180 52' N . 

longitude by ditto 125 0 4 5 ' E . 

Tuefday, 26th. Firft part frefh breezes and cloudy, 
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wind S, W . by S. ; middle part moderate breezes, with rain, 

wind S. by W . ; latter part freih breezes and hazy, wind 

the fame. The fick lift, to my great fatisfaction, this day 

reduced to five. A n attention to the medical directions be­

fore mentioned, and the ufe of fuch other antifcorbutics as 

we had on board, were productive of effects more falutary 

than could have been expected, confidering that I had no 

furgeon on board. Latitude obferved 19 0 15' N . longitude 

by account 1 2 4 0 22' E . 

Wednefday, 27th. Firft part frefh breezes and fqually, 

with rain, wind S. by W . ; middle part frefh breezes and 

cloudy, wind variable; latter part moderate and clear 

weather, wind S. by W . Sick lift four. Latitude ob­

ferved 1 9 0 15'. N . longitude by account 122° 59' E . 

Thursday, 28th. Firft part moderate breezes and hazy, 

wind S. by E ; middle part the fame, wind S. S. E . ; latter 

part light breezes and hazy, wind S. W . The ftate of 

the fick as yefterday. Latitude obferved 18 0 4 4 N . 

Friday, 29th. Firft part light breezes and cloudy, 

wind N . W . ; middle part unfettled weather, with light­

ning in all quarters of the horizon, wind N . N . W . 
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latter part frefh breezes and clear, wind variable. A t one 1 7 8 8 . 

P . M . paffed a great quantity of fea-weed ; as we likewife Avgafa 

did about ten the next morning. A t three P. M . made 

the fignal to the Scarborough for feeing land. The ftate 

of the fick as before. Latitude obferved 18 0 4 8 ' NT. 

Saturday, 30th . Firft part fteady breezes and clear, wind 

N . by W . ; middle part the fame, wind N . by E . ; latter 

part frefh breezes and fair, wind N . N . E . A t a quarter 

paft noon faw the ifland of Luconia bearing W . by S. 

diftant eleven or twelve leagues. A t ten at night fhewed 

a light to the Scarborough. A t fix A . M . faw the land, 

bearing W . by S. ten or eleven leagues diftant. A t ten 

perceived three high rocks, out of the water, which bore 

W . N . W . diftant three or four leagues. A heavy fwell 

from the N . E . at eleven. A t twelve the Scarborough 

fpoke us. The fick lift remained in the fame ftate as be­

fore. Latitude obferved 19 0 17' N . longitude by account 

1 2 2 ° 08 ' E . 

Sunday, 3 1 f t . Firft part moderate and fair, wind N . N . E . ; 

middle part light airs, inclinable to calm, wind N . ; in the 

forenoon fqually, with ra in; at noon moderate and fair, wind the 
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fame. A t three P. M . the three high rocks, feen in the forenoon 

of yefterday, now bore S. W . by W . diflant fix or feven leagues. 

A t four a very heavy fwell from the N . E . A t eleven 

A . M. the Scarborough fpoke us. The fick lift was now 

happily reduced to four. Latitude obferved 190 3 2 ' N , longi­

tude by account 122° I I E , 

Monday, September i f t . Firft part moderate breezes and 

clear, wind N . ; middle part moderate and cloudy, wind 

N . N . W . ; in the forenoon fqually, with rain, wind N . N . E . ; 

at noon clear weather, wind N . W . by W . At three A. M. 

it being fqually, we were taken aback; and the fame at five.-

Sick lift as before. Latitude obferved 19° 32' N . 

Tuefday, 2d. Firft part moderate breezes and clear, wind 

W . N , W . ; middle part the fame, wind W . ; latter part frefh 

breezes and hazy, wind S. W . A t two P. M . feveral pieces 

of pumice ftone paffed us. A t eleven A . M . made the 

fignal to the Scarborough for feeing land bearing W . 

by S. A t noon the land bore W . by N . diftant eight 

or nine leagues. Sick lift as before. Latitude obferved 

20° 23' N . 

Wednefday, 3d. Firft part light breezes and clear, wind 
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S. W . ; middle part moderate and clear, wind S. W . by W . 

From fix A . M . to eleven ca lm; at noon light airs and 

hazy, wind E . A t two P. M . three iflands were in fight. 

A t three the Scarborough fpoke us. A t fix the northernmofl: 

ifland in fight bore W . by N . feven or eight leagues diftant. 

A t eight the fouthernmoft ifland bore S. W . try W . diftant 

eight or nine leagues; and the northernmofl: W . by N . 

diftant feven or eight leagues. During the night we ran 

along the iflands, with very little wind. A t eight in the 

morning we lay becalmed; when the extremes of the iflands 

bore from S. W . by S. to W . g N . A t the fame time 

the fouthernmoft of the Bafhee Iilands bore S. 35 0 W . dif­

tant fix or feven leagues; N o . 2, S. 46 0 W . five or fix 

leagues; N o . 3, S. 55° W . fix or feven leagues; N o . 4,. 

S. 64 0 W . five or fix leagues; N o . 5, S. 86° W . four or five 

leagues; No. 6, N . 84 0 W . three or four leagues. A t noon 

the fouthernmoft of the iflands, or N o . 1, bore S. 20 0 W* 

diftant nine leagues; No. 4, S. 33 0 W . feven or eight 

leagues; N o . 5, S. 42 W . twelve or thirteen miles; N o . 6> 

S. 46 0 W . eleven or twelve miles. The extremes of the 

iflands bore from S. S. W . to S. W . { W . diftant five or 

fix leagues. Latitude obferved 21 0 24' N . 

* Thurfday, 



1 7 8 8 . Thurfday, 4th. Firft part light breezes and cloudy, 

September, wind E . ; middle part fteady breezes and clear, wind the 

feme; latter part moderate and fair, wind the fame. A t one 

P . M . the Scarborough lay clofe in with the land, becalmed; 

but at two, making way towards us, I bore up, and made 

fail. A t three the northernmofl of the Bafhees, or Grafton's 

Ifland, bore S. 8° W . diftant five or fix leagues. A t 

four it bore S. five or fix leagues. In the year 1779, 

Captains Gore and K i n g , i n the Refolution and Difcovery, 

on their return to England, by way of Canton, endeavoured 

to make thefe iflands. For this purpofe they referred to 

the bearings laid down by Commodore Byron and Captain 

W a l l i s ; the former of whom makes Grafton's Ifland to lie 

in latitude 21 0 08' N . longitude 118 0 14' E. ; the latter in la­

titude 2 i ° 0 4 ' N . longitude 121 0 E . ; but though they got 

into the latitude there mentioned, and ran down their 

longitude ti l l they muft have got to the weftward of them, 

they could not fall in with them. A t fix we faw land, 

bearing N . N . W . \ W . thirteen or fourteen leagues diftant. 

A t fix A . M . the northernmofl of the Bafhees bore E . S. E . \ E . 

diftant ten or eleven leagues ; the land bearing N . W . by N . 

thirteen or fourteen leagues. A t ten the Scarborough made 
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the fignal to fpeak us. The ftate of the fick as before. 1788. 

Latitude observed 21° 17' N . longitude 1190 51' E . September. 

'i 11 ~ m— • v 

Friday, 5th. Firft part frcfti breezes and cloudy, wind 

S. E . ; middle part fqually, with rain, and lightning from 

the S. W . wind S. E . by E . ; latter part frefh gales and 

cloudy, wind E . A t ten P. M . during a fquall, with 

rain, accompanied with lightning, carried away the lower 

ftudding-fail boom, and fplit the ftudding-fail. A t five A . M . 

in another heavy fquall, with rain, fplit the fore-top-gallant fail. 

A t feven made the fignal to alter the courfe. State of the 

fick as before. Latitude obferved 19 0 59' N . longitude 

1170 51' E . 

Saturday, 6th. Firft part frefh gales and cloudy, wind 

S. E . by E . ; middle and latter parts the fame, with fqualls 

at times, and a heavy fea, wind E . N . E . Nothing ma­

terial during the day. Sick as before. Latitude obferved, 

but not to be depended on, 19 0 43' N . longitude 

115° 32' E . 

Sunday, 7th. Firft part frefh gales and fqually, wind 

E . N . E . ; middle part the fame, wind N . E . by E , ; latter 

part frefli gales, with dark, hazy, unfettled weather, wind 

the 



the fame. At five P, M . fpoke the Scarborough. Sick 

lift as before. Latitude by double altitude 21° 56' 

Monday, 8 th. Firft part frefh gales and cloudy, wind 

E . by N . ; middle part fqually, with rain, wind E . ; latter 

part very hard fqualls, with heavy rain, wind E . by N . 

A t half paft two P. M . we faw land bearing W . by N . 

diftant three or four leagues; upon which we made the 

fignal to the Scarborough, and brought to. A t five the 

extremes of the land bore from W . by N . to N . W . off 

fhore four or five leagues. A t t e a P. M . fhewed a light 

to the Scarborough. A t half paft five A . M . faw the 

L i m a Iflands, bearing N . W . by W . diftant five or fix 

leagues. A t eight the extremes of the Grand Limas bore 

from E . by N . to W . by N . A t ten the extremes of 

the land bore from E . N . E . to W . by N . off fhore fix or 

feven miles. A t eleven brought to, and founded, twenty-

one fathoms, foft mud. N o obfervation. * 

Tuefday; 9th. Firft part frefh gales and fqually, with 

heavy rain, wind E . by N . ; middle part moderate and 

cloudy, wind the fame. A t two P. M . the Grand Ladrone, 

txi ifland lying off Macao, bore W . N . W . diftant four or 

five 



five leagues. I now fhortened fail, and brought to for a 

pilot. The weather being exceedingly hazy and tempef-

tuous, I agreed to give forty dollars to one, to conduct 

the fhip to Macao. A t three bore up, and made fail. A t 

four the Scarborough fpoke us. A t five paffed the Grand 

Ladrone; and at half paft feven came to with the beft 

bower, in five fathoms and a quarter, in Macao-road; the 

town bearing E . N . E . feven or eight miles; the Typa 

N . E . We found a country fhip of the Eaft-India C o m ­

pany's riding here. The city of Macao, which is fituated 

on an ifland, at the entrance of the river of Canton, be­

longs to the Portuguefe. It was formerly richer, and more 

populous than it is at prefent, and totally independent of 

the Chinefe; but it has loft much of its ancient confequence; 

for though inhabited chiefly by the Portuguefe, under a go­

vernor appointed by the K i n g of Portugal, it is entirely 

in the power of the Chinefe, who can ftarve or difpoffefs 

the inhabitants whenever they pleafe. The harbour of the 

Typa, which is formed by a number of iflands, is about 

fix miles diftant from Macao. 

JVednefday, i o t h . Firft part moderate and hazy ; 

middle and latter parts frefh gales and fqually, with rain, 

M wind 



wind E . N . E . In the afternoon, finding that the fuper-

cargoes belonging to the Honourable the Eaft-India C o m ­

pany were at Macao, I went on fhore, and delivered the 

packet I had brought for them, containing the Company's 

directions relative to the cargo of tea I was to take on 

board. A large Danifh Eaft-Indiaman came this day to 

an anchor in the road. 

Thurfday, n t h ; Frefh gales and fqually, with rain, 

wind from E . N . E . to E . A t ten the Barwell Eaft-India­

man, from Bencoolen, anchored h e r e . 

Friday, 12 th. The weather moderate and cloudy, the 

wind from E. N . E . to E . and E . S. E . A t ten A . M . the 

pilot came on board, to take the fhip to Whampoa. 

A t half paft eleven weighed and made fail, and at half 

paft nine P . M . came to an anchor in five fathoms and a 

half water. 

Saturday, 13th. The firft part fqually; the middle 

and latter parts light breezes and clear weather, wind 

E . N . E . and N . E . A t fix A . M . weighed and made 

fail, the yawl ahead, towing; and at half paft eleven 

brought to in fix fathoms and a half. 

Sunday, 14th. Light breezes and clear weather, wind 

1 E . N . E . 
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E . N . E . to N . E . A t half paft five P. M . weighed and 1 7 8 8 . 

made fail, working up the river, and at half paft two September. 

A . M . came to an anchor in five fathoms, on the eaftern 

fhore. A t eight weighed again and made fail. 

Monday, 15 th. Light breezes, clear and fultry weather, 

wind, during the firft part of the day, E . ; the middle 

part N . E . ; and latter part W . N . W . A t half paft noon 

came to an anchor in fix fathoms, about fix or feven 

miles below the Bocha Tigris. A t eight weighed again 

and made fai l ; and at half paft midnight came to in fix 

fathoms and a half, one mile below the Bocha Tigris. A t 

a quarter paft nine weighed again, and made fail, both boats 

ahead, towing. The Bocha Tigris is a narrow paffage at 

the mouth of the river of Canton, fomewhat more than a 

mufquet-fhot over. It is formed by two points of land, 

on each of which there is a fort; that on the right hand 

fide confifts of a battery, with eighteen embrafures, reach­

ing to the water's edge; that on the oppofite fide is a large 

caftle, refembling thofe in England, fituated on a high rock ; 

and, being furrounded by a grove of trees, has an agreeable and 

romantic appearance. Thefe forts arc thirteen leagues dif­

tant from Macao. 

M 2 Tuefday, 



Tu&fday, 16th. Light airs and fultry, wind variable. A t 

half paft noon the boat of the Ardefor, a country fhip, 

came to affift us up, and, at a quarter paft two, we an­

chored in feven fathoms water, abreaft of the lowermoft {hip­

ping, at Whampoa. In the morning we again worked up 

the river, and at nine came to in fix fathoms and a half, 

abreaft of French Ifland. Whampoa is a fmall Chinefe 

town, nine leagues above the Bocha Tigris, at which the 

fhips of the different nations who trade here lie, in order 

to take in their lading. Oppofite to the town are feveral 

fmall iflands, which are allotted to the different factories, 

who have warehoufes on them, containing ftores for fuch 

fhips as have occafion to difmantle and refit here. As you 

fail up the river of Canton, the country exhibits an agreeable 

profpect. For the firft part, the ground on each fide is level, 

and laid out in rice-fields; but, as you advance, it rifes 

gradually into hills, the fides of which are cut into 

terraces, and planted with fugar-canes, yams, plantains, and 

the cotton-tree. The view is enlivened by many lofty 

pagodas, and a number of confiderable towns within the 

reach of the eye. 

From this time the men were employed in over-hauling 

3 the 



the rigging, 8cc. and making fuch repairs as the fhip re- 1 7 8 8 . 

quired. O n the 29th the boatfwain died, and the body S e p t r a ^ 

was carried on fhore the fame day, to be interred on 

Dean's Ifland, This was the only perfon, belonging to the 

fhip's company, whom I loft by death, from the time I 

left England ti l l my return; and his deceafe was more to 

be attributed to intemperance, while on fhore, than to any 

diforder incident to fo long a voyage. 

N o occurrences worthy of infertion happening during 

my ftay in China, I fhall only add, by way of conclu­

sion, that I was difpatched with the fame regularity and 

expedition as the eftablifhed Indiamen ufually are, and 

proceeded to England with a valuable cargo of teas and 

china-ware. A n d here I muft not omit to mention, with 

grateful remembrance, the repeated civilities and attention I 

received from the fupercargoes of the Eaft-India Company, 

refident there. 

F I N I S 
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Extracts of a Letter from Governor P H I L L I P to the Right Honourable Lord 
S Y D N E Y , dated Sydney Cove, \%th February 1790. 

'WHEN the Supply left Norfolk Ii land, the people were a l l 

very healthy, and they had vegetables i n the greateft abund­

ance \ they get fifh when the weather permits to the boat to 

go without the reef, and, at times, in fuch quantities, that fifli 

is ferved to the people i n lieu of fait provifions. They make 

their lines from the flax plant, but unfortunately we have not 

any perfon who understands how to drefs i t . 

H a l f a pod of cotton being found on the ifland, fuppofed to 

be brought there by a bird, and a cocoa-nut which was perfectly 

found, and appeared to have been but a fhort time in the water, 



being thrown upon the beach, have given fome reafon to fup-

pofe that both thefe articles w i l l be found in fome iiland at no 

great diftance. 

L o r d Howe Iiland has been examined, but no frefh water, or 

good anchorage, being found, it can be of no other advantage 

to this Settlement, than occaiionally fupplying a few turtle. 

I had the honour of informing your Lordfl i ip, that a Settle­

ment was intended to be made at a place I named Rofe H i l l . — 

A t the head of this harbour there is a creek, which at half 

flood has water for large b o a t s t o go three miles up ; and one 

mile higher the water is frefli, and the foil good. A very i n -

duftrious man, who I brought from England, is employed there 

at prefent, and has under his direction one hundred convicts, 

who are employed in clearing and cultivating the ground. A 

barn, granary, and other neceflary buildings, are erected, and 

twenty-feven acres i n corn promife a good crop. The foil is 

good, and the country for twenty miles to the weftward, which 

is as far as I have examined, lays well for cultivation ; but 

even there the labour of clearing the ground is very great ; and 

I have feen none that can be cultivated without cutting down 

the timber, except fome few particular fpots, which from their 

fituation (laying at a diftance from either of the harbours) can 

be of no advantage to us at prefent; and I prefume the meadows 

mentioned in Captain Cook's voyage were feen from the high 

grounds about Botany Bay, and from whence they appear well 

to 



to the eye, but when examined are found to be marflies, the 

draining of which would be a work of time, and not to be at­

tempted by the firft fettlers. 

T h e captain's guard, which until lately did duty at Rofe 

H i l l , is now reduced to a lieutenant and twelve privates, and 

intended merely as a guard to the ftore which contains the 

provifions, and which is in the redoubt, for I am now fenfible 

there is nothing to be apprehended from the natives ; and the 

l itt le attention which had been defired of the officers, more 

than what was immediately garrifon duty, when at Rofe H i l l , 

is now no longer required. 

At Sydney C o v e al l the officers are in good huts, and the 

men in barracks; and although many unforefeen difficulties 

have been met with, I believe there is not an individual, from 

the governor to the private foldier, whofe fituation is not more 

eligible at this time than he had any reafon to expect: it could 

be in the courfe of the three years ftation. A n d it is the fame 

with the convicts; and thofe who have been any ways induf-

trious have vegetables in plenty. T h e buildings now carrying 

on are of brick and ftone. T h e houfe intended for myfelf was 

to conf i f t of only three rooms, but having a good foundation 

has been enlarged, contains fix rooms, and is fo well built that 

I prefume it w i l l ftand for a great number of years. 

The ftores have been lately over-run with rats, and they 

are equally numerous in the gardens, where they do confiderable 

B 2 damage; 



damage; and as the lofs in the ftores could only be known by 

removing all the provifions, that was ordered to be done, and 

many calks of flour and rice were found to be damaged or to­

tally deftroyed. T h e lofs in thofe two articles by the rats, 

fince landing, has been more than twelve thoufand weight. 

Vegetables and provifions having been frequently ftolen i n 

the night from convicts and others, twelve convicts were chofen 

as anight w a t c h ; and they have actually anfwered the end pro­

pofed, no robbery having been committed for feveral months, 

and the convicts in g e n e r a l h a v e lately behaved better than I 

ever expected. Only two convicts have fuffered death i n the 

laft year .—Four were executed the firft year. 

As near two years have now paffed fince we firft landed in 

this country, fome judgment may be formed of the climate, 

and I believe a finer or more healthy climate is not to be found 

in any part of the world. O f one thoufand and thirty people 

who were landed, many of whom were worn out by old age, 

the fcurvy, and various diforders, only feventy-two have died 

in oneand-twenty months; and by the Surgeon's returns it 

appears that twenty-fix of thofe died from diforders of long 

{landing, and which it is more than probable would have carried 

them off much fooner i n England. Fifty-nine children have 

been born in the above time. 

In December the corn at Rofe H i l l was got in : the corn 

was exceeding good; about two hundred bufliels of wheat, and 

fixty 



fixty o f barley, with a fmall quantity of flax, Indian corn, and 

oats, al l which is prefervcd for feed.—Here I beg leave to ob-

ferve to your Lordfhip, that i f fettlers are fent out, and the 

convicts divided amongft them> this Settlement w i l l very fhortly 

maintain itfelf, but without which this country cannot be c u l ­

tivated to any advantage : at prefent I have only one perfon 

(who has about a hundred convicts under his direction) who is 

employed in cultivating the ground for the public benefit, and 

he has returned the quantity of corn above mentioned into the 

public flore ; the officers have not raifed fuflicient to fupport 

the little flock they have. Some ground I have had in c u l t i ­

vation wi l l r e t u r n about forty bufliels of wheat into flore ; fo 

that the produce of the labour of the convicts employed in c u l ­

tivation has been very fhort of what might have been expected, 

and which I take the liberty of pointing out to your Lordfhip i n 

this place, to fhew as fully as poffible the flate of this colony, 

and the neceffity of the convicts being employed by thofe who 

have an intereit in their labour. T h e giving convicts to the 

officers ''has been hitherto neceffary, but it is attended with 

many inconveniences, for which the advantages arifing to the 

officers do not make amends. It w i l l not, therefore, be con­

tinued after this detachment is relieved, unlefs particularly 

directed. The numbers employed in cultivation w i l l of courfe 

be encreafed, as the neceffary buildings are finifhed, but which 

w i l l be a work of t i m e ; for the numbers i n this Settlement 

who 



who do nothing towards their own fupport exceed thofe em­

ployed for the public. 

In November the Supply failed for Norfo lk Ii land with fome 

convicts, and returned after being abfent fix weeks. A l l the 

people i n that i i land were wel l , and their crops, after al l they 

had fuffered from rats, birds, and a worm which had done 

them confiderable damage, fo good that they had grain fufli­

cient for fix months bread for every one upon the ifland, re-

ferving fuflicient for their next year's crops. 

Early i n J a n u a r y 1 7 9 0 t h e S u p p l y again failed for Norfolk 

Ii land with more convicts; and i n her paflage l e f t a f m a l l 

party on L o r d Howe Ii land, to turn t u r t l e ; but in fifteen days 

only three were taken; fo that no great advantages wi l l at pre­

fent accrue from thence. T h e i i land has frefh water, but no 

good anchoring ground. 

Since the deaths mentioned i n a former part of this letter, 

one woman has fuffered for a robbery, five children have died, 

and twenty-eight children have been b o r n ; making in all 

feventy-feven deaths, and eighty-feven births. 

Extract of a Letter from Governor P H I L L I P to the Right Honourable Lord 
S Y D N E Y ; dated Sydney Cove, \^th of February 1790. 

I N order to get a knowledge of the country round this Settle­

ment, frequent excurfions have been made fince the fhips failed 

i n November 1 7 8 8 ; foon after which I went to Botany Bay, 

and 



and the five days fpent in that harbour confirmed me in the o p i ­

nion I had firft formed of i t — t h a t it afforded no eligible fitua­

tion for fixing the Settlement, and was a bad harbour, not 

affording good fecurity for fhips againft the eafterly winds, 

which frequently blow very hard in the winter, and which has 

been further proved by Captain Hunter, and the firft lieute­

nant of the Sirius, when there to furvey the Bay. 

After having been feveral times wi th the boats to Broken 

Bay, i n order to examine the different branches in that harbour, 

a r i v e r was found ; but the want of provifions obliged us to 

return without being able to trace it to its fource, which has 

fince b e e n done ; and i n the fixteen days we were then out, a l l 

thofe branches which had any depth of water were traced as far 

as the boats could proceed. 

T h e breadth of this river (named the Hawkefbury) is from 

3 0 0 to 8 0 0 feet; and it appears from the foundings we had 

to be navigable for the largeft merchant fhips to the foot of 

R i c h m o n d H i l l ; but as the water near the head of the river 

fometimes rifes after very heavy rains thirty feet above its c o m ­

mon level, i t would not be fafe for fhips to go fo far up ; but 

fifteen or twenty miles below Richmond H i l l they would lay 

i n frefh water, and perfectly fafe. I fpeak of Richmond H i l l 

as being the head of the river, it there growing very fhallow, 

and dividing into two branches. 

T h e high rocky country which forms Broken Bay is loft as 

you 



you proceed up the Hawkefbury, and the banks of the river 

are there covered with timber, the foil a r ich light mould ; 

and, judging from the little we faw of the country, 1 fhould 

fuppofe it good land to a very confiderable extent; the other 

branches of f ref l i water are flioal, but probably run many miles 

further into the country than we could trace them with our 

boats. O n thefe rivers we faw great numbers of wild ducks, 

and fome black fwans ; and on the banks of the Hawkefbury 

ievcral decoys made by the natives for to catch the quail . 

R i c h m o n d H i l l ( n e a r t h e f o o t of w h i c h a fall of water pre­

vented our proceeding further with the boats) is the fouthern 

extremity of a range of hills, which, running to the northward, 

moft probably join the mountains which lay nearly parallel to 

the coaft, from fifty to fixty miles inland. The foil of R i c h ­

mond H i l l is g o o d , and it lays well for cultivation. Our pro-

fpect from the h i l l was very extenfive to the fouthward and 

eaftward ; the country appearing, from the height at which we 

were, to be a level covered with timber : there is a flat of fix 

or feven miles between Richmond H i l l and a break i n the 

mountains, which feparates Lanclfdowne and Carmarthen H i l l s ; 

and in this flat, I fuppofe, the Hawkefbury continues its courfe, 

but which could not be feen for the timber, that, with very 

few exceptions, covers the country wherever the foil is good. 

T h e great advantages of fo noble a river, when a Settlement 

can be made on its banks, w i l l be obvious to your Lordfl i ip. 

T h e 



T h e Settlement made at Port Jackfon, near the head of the 

harbour (Rofe H i l l ) very fully anfvvers my expectations—the 

foil is exceeding good, lays well for cultivation, and is wel l 

watered. Six miles to the fouthward there is a fmall frefli 

water river, and twenty miles to the weftward there is a more 

confiderable river, the fource of w h i c h I fuppofe to be at the 

foot of the mountains. The banks of this river, which moft 

probably empties itfelf into the Hawkefbury, are high ; the 

foil a good light mould, and covered with trees; the wood of 

fome of thofe trees is very l i g h t ; they are about the fize of 

large walnut trees, which they refemble; they flied their leaves, 

and bear a fmall fruit, which is faid to be very wholefome. 

This river likewife frequently rifes thirty feet above its com­

mon leve l ; it is, as far as I have feen it , from 300 to 400 

feet in breadth, I named it the Nepean, and its fource w i l l be 

traced in the courfe of the winter, and from its banks I hope 

to reach the mountains, which has been attempted by a party 

who croffed the river, but after the firft day's journey they met 

wi th fuch a conftant fucceffion of deep ravines, the fides of 

which were frequently inacccffible, that they returned, not 

having been able to proceed above fifteen miles i n five days; 

when they turned back they fuppofed thcmfelves to be twelve 

mile sfrom the foot of the mountains. 

As the land for feveral miles to the fouthward, and twenty 

miles to the weftward of Rofe H i l l , that is, to the banks of 

C the 



the Nepean, is as fine land for tillage as m o d in England (fome 

few particular fpots excepted, the foil of which is poor, but 

bears a very fmall proportion to the good land), I propofe that 

t r a d of land for thofe fettlers which may be fent o u t ; and 

though they w i l l be placed at fome diftance from each other, 

for the conveniency of water (from one to three or four miles), 

they w i l l have nothing to apprehend from the natives, who 

avoid thofe parts we moft frequent, and always retire at the 

fight of two or three people who are armed. 

As the labour of clearing the ground of timber w i l l be great, 

I think each fettler fhould not have lefs than twenty men on 
his farm, which I fuppofe to be from five hundred to one 

thoufand acres; It w i l l be necefiary to give that number of 

convicts to thofe fettlers who come out, and to fupport them 

for two years from the public ftores; in that time, i f they are 

any ways induftrious, they w i l l be in a fituation to fupport 

thcmfelves, and I do not think they wil l be able to do it in left 

time. A t the expiration of the two years they may return half 

the convicts they have been allowed, and would want no fur­

ther afliftance from government. 

It may be neceffary to grant lands to officers and foldiers, 

who becoming fettlers w i l l of courfe be entitled to every i n ­

dulgence ; but few of the officers now here have reaped any 

great advantage from being allowed convicts; and it is attended 

with unavoidable inconvenience from thofe convicts being left 

fo 



fo much to themfelves, and from their mix ing with the foldiers. 

It may be found more to the advantage of the Crown and the 

officers likewife, i f officers on duty in this Settlement were 

allowed a certain quantity of grain to fupport their live flock, 

until they have a market to go to, and I make no doubt but 

that in the third year from the time fettlers arrive there w i l l 

be a market well fupplied with grain, poultry, hogs, and goats, 

of al l which there has been a great increafe, but k i l l ed , from 

wanting corn to fupport them ; and the natives fo frequently 

fetting fire to the country, which they do to catch the opofTum, 

flying fquirrel, and other animals, has prevented fwine from 

being turned out, as was intended. 

I f this plan, of diflributing amongfl the fettlers thofe con­

victs who are not immediately neceffary for carrying on the 

public works, is approved of, and which I propofe, as appear­

ing to me the moft l ikely to render this Settlement independent 

for the neceffaries of life i n the fhorteft time poflible, there are 

many regulations which w i l l of courfe take place. 

Extracts of a Letter from Governor P H I L L I P to Lord S Y D N E Y ; dated 
Government Houfe, Sydney Cove, April nth, 1 7 9 0 . 

A H E quantity of flour brought from the Cape of Good Hope 

by the Sirius was lefs than I expected—Four months flour 

only for the Settlement, and a year's provifions for the fhip's 

company ; and i t was neceffary to give the fhip a very con-
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fiderable repair before me could be fent to fea again, which 

wras not completed before the middle of January, when I had 

reafon to expect fhips from England i n the courfe of a few 

weeks. The fending to the iflands would have anfwered as far 

as procuring live flock to breed from, but which was not i m ­

mediately wanted; and what the Sirius could have brought for 

the confumption of fuch a number of people, would have been 

but a very fmall relief. Howe Ifland has been tried feveral 

times, and only a few turtle procured. 

T h e goodnefs of the foil on N o r f o l k Ifland, and the induftry 

of thofe employed there, rendered that i i l a n d a refource, and 

the only one that offered, when, from the time which had 

paffed fince my letters might be fuppofed to have been received 

in England, there was reafon to fuppofe fome accident had 

happened to the flore fhips fent out. 

I therefore ordered two companies of marines to be ready to 

embark with a number of convicts, by the 5th of March, i f no 

fhip arrived before that time ; and a proportion of what pro­

vifions and ftores remained i n this Settlement being put on 

board the S i r ius and Supply, fixty-five officers and men, wi th 

five women and children from the detachment and civil depart­

ment, one hundred and fixteen male and fixty-feven female 

convicts, with twenty-feven children, embarked and failed the 

6 t h of March. 
The advantage I expected by fending away fuch a number 

of 



of people*was from the little garden ground they would leave, 

and which would alfo affift thofe who remained, and the fifh 

which might be caught in the winter would go the further; at 

the fame time thofe fent to Norfold Iiland would have refources 

i n the great abundance of vegetables raifed there, and i n fifh 

and birds, which this Settlement could not afford them ; and 

it was my intention to have fent more convicts to that if land, 

i f there had not been this neceffity. 

T h e provifions fent, with what was on the Ifland, and the 

wheat and Indian corn raifed there, more than would be necef­

fary for feed, was calculated to laft fui l as long as the provifions 

i n this p h c e ; and at Norfolk Ifland, from the richnefs of the 

foil , a man may fupport himfelf with little afliftance from the 

ftore after the timber is cleared away. 

A s I wifhed to fend an officer to England who could give 

fuch information as cannot be conveyed by letters, and the 

detachment was now divided, I replaced the officer who was 

fuperintendant and commandant at Norfolk I i land, by Major 

R o f s ; the officer I have recalled having been two years on the 

i i land, is very capable of pointing out the advantages which 

may be expected from it , and I think it promifes to anfwer 

very fully the end propofed by making the Settlement; it w i l l 

be a place of fecurity for the convids, where they wi l l foon 

fupport themfelves, and where they may be advantageouily em­

ployed in cultivating the flax plant. 

Extracts 



Extracts from InJlruSlhns given by Governor P H I L L I P to the Lieutenant Gover­
nor, during his Command at Norfolk Ifland; dated id March, 1790. 

1 O U w i l l caufe the c o n v i c t s t o be e m p l o y e d i n t h e c u l t i v a ­

t i o n o f the l a n d , i n f u c h m a n n e r as f h a l l a p p e a r t o y o u the beft 

c a l c u l a t e d t o r e n d e r t h a t S e t t l e m e n t i n d e p e n d e n t , as far as 

refpects t h e necefTaries o f l i f e , p a y i n g f u c h a t t e n t i o n t o the c u l ­

t i v a t i o n o f t h e f lax p l a n t as y o u r f i t u a t i o n w i l l a d m i t o f , a n d 

w h i c h is t o be t h e p r i n c i p a l object , w h e n t h e necefTaries o f l i f e 

are f e c u r e d to the fe t t lers . 

< c A s f r o m t h e great i n c r e a f e o l c o m a n d o t h e r vegetab le 

f o o d , w h i c h m a y be expected f r o m a c o m m o n i n d u f t r y a n d i n fo 

f e r t i l e a f o i l , after a c e r t a i n q u a n t i t y o f g r o u n d is c l e a r e d a n d 

i n c u l t i v a t i o n , as w e l l as f r o m the n a t u r a l i n c r e a f e o f f w i n e a n d 

o t h e r a n i m a l s , i t c a n n o t be e x p e d i e n t t h a t a l l t h e c o n v i c t s 

f h o u l d be e m p l o y e d i n a t t e n d i n g o n l y t o the object o f p r o v i ­

f i o n s , y o u are t o caufe t h e greateft po iTib le n u m b e r o f thefe 

p e o p l e t o be e m p l o y e d i n c u l t i v a t i n g a n d d r e f l i n g the f lax 

p l a n t , as a m e a n s o f a c q u i r i n g c l o a t h i n g f o r t h e m f e l v e s a n d 

others per fons , w h o m a y b e c o m e fe t t lers , as w e l l as for a 

v a r i e t y o f m a r i t i m e p u r p o f e s , a n d for w h i c h i ts f u p e r i o r e x c e l ­

l e n c e renders i t a deferable object i n E u r o p e . 

" Y o u w i l l at every o p p o r t u n i t y t r a n f m i t to m e a l l f u c h r e ­

m a r k s or o b f e r v a t i o n s as y o u m a y m a k e re fpect ing the n a t u r e 

o f the f o i l o n t h e i f l a n d , a n d p o i n t o u t f u c h means as m a y 
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appear to you the moft l ikely to anfwer the views of govern­

ment in the cultivation of the flax plant, and in rendering that 

ifland independent for the necefTaries of life, and for the order 

and government of the fettlers thereon, that fuch information 

may from me be tranfmitted to his Majefty's Minifters." 

D E S C R I P T I O N O F N O R F O L K I S L A N D . 

N o R F O L K Ifland is fituated in the latitude 29/ oo', and i n 

the longitude of 168 0 00 ' eaft: its form is nearly an oblong, 

and contains from twelve to fourteen thoufand acres. 

The face of the country is hi l ly , and fome of the vallies are 

tolerably large for the fize of the i f land; many of the hills are 

very fteep, and fome few fo very perpendicular that they can­

not be cultivated ; but where fuch fituations are, they w i l l do 

very well for f u e l ; on the tops of the h i l l are fome extenfive 

flats. 

Mount Pitt is the only remarkable high h i l l in the ifland, 

and is about one hundred and fifty fathoms high. T h e clifts 

which furround the ifland are about forty fathoms high, and 

perpendicular; the bafis of the ifland is a hard firm clay. The 

whole ifland is covered with a thick wood, choaked up with 

underwood. 

T h e ifland is well fupplied with many ftreams of very fine 

water; 



water; many of which are fufficiently large to turn any number 

o f mil ls . Thefe fprings are ful l of very large eels. 

F r o m the coaft to the fummit of Mount Pitt is a continua­

tion of the richeft and deepeft foil in the world, which varies 

from a rich black mould to a fat red earth; we have dug down 

forty feet, and found the fame f o i l ; the air is very wholefome, 

and the climate may be called a very healthy one; there has 

been no ficknefs fince I firft landed on the i i land. 

There are five kinds of trees on the ifland, which are good 

timber, v iz . the p i n e , l i v e o a k , a yellow wood, a hard black 

wood, and a wood not unlike the Englifh beech. T h e pine 

trees are of a great fize, many of which are from 180 to 220 

feet in height, and from fix to nine feet i n diameter. Thofe 

trees, which are from 100 to 180 feet in height, are in general 

found ; from the root to the lower branches there is from 80 

to 50 feet of found timber, the reft is too hard and knotty for 

ufe ; it fometimes happens, that after cutting off twenty feet 

from the butt, it becomes rotten or fhakey, for which reafon 

no dependance can be put in it for large mails or yards. The 

timber of the pine is very ufeful in buildings, and is plentiful 

along the coaft ; its difperfed fituation i n the interior parts of 

the ifland is well calculated for erecting fuch buildings as may 

be neceffary. F r o m what I have feen of this wood, I think it 

is very durable. T w o boats have been built of it , and have 

anfwered the purpofe fully. 

The 



T h e live oak, yellow wood, black wood, and beech, are 

al l of a clofe grain, and are a durable wood. 

T h e flax plant of N e w Zealand grows fpontaneoufly in many 

parts of the ifland, but moftly abounds on the fea coaft, where 

there is a very great quantity of i t ; the leaves of which the 

flax is made is, when full grown, fix feet long and fix inches 

wide; each plant contains feven of thofe leaves; a ftrong woody 

ftalk rifes from the centre, which bears the flowers; it feeds 

annually, and the old leaves are forced out by young ones every 

year. Every method has been tried to wTork it , but I much fear 

that unti l a natiye of N e w Zealand can be carried to Norfolk 

Ifland, that t h e method of dreffing that valuable commodity 

w i l l not be known ; and, could that be obtained, I have no 

doubt but Norfolk Ifland would very foon cloath the inhabitants 

of N e w South Wales. 

There are a great quantity of pigeons, parrots, hawks, and 

other fmaller birds, which are now in a wild ftate. 

T h e ground is much infefted with different kinds of the grub 

worm, which are very deftrudtive to the growth of vegetables; 

they are moftly troublefome about the fpring. It is to be hoped 

that'when more ground is cleared away, that this evil w i l l ceafe, 

There i s no quadrupede on the ii land except the rat, which 

is much fmaller than the Norway rat: thefe vermin were very 

troublefome when firft we landed, but at prefent there are but 

very few. 
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T h e coafts of the i i land abound with very fine fifh. N o op­

portunities were ever loft offending the boat out, which enabled 

us to make a faving of two pounds of meat, each man, a week. 

T h e coafts of the i i land are i n general fteep too, and except­

ing at Sydney, Anfon, B a l l , and Cafcade Bays, they are inac-

ceffible, being furrounded by fteep perpendicular clifts rifing 

from the fea. Some rocks are fcattered about clofe to the 

fhore. 

Sydney Bay, on the fouth fide of the ifland, is where the 

Settlement is made: landing at this place entirely depends on 

the w i n d and the weather; I have feen as good landing as i n 

the Thames, for a fortnight or three weeks together, and I have 

often feen it impracticable to land for ten or twelve days fuc-

ceflively, but it is much oftener good landing than bad. 

Anfon Bay is a fmall bay with a fandy beach, where landing 

is in general good, with an ofT-fliore wind and moderate weather; 

but as the interior parts of the iiland are fo difficult of accefs 

from thence, no fhip's boats have ever landed there* 

Bal l Bay is on the fouth-eaft fide of the ifland, the beach is 

a large loofe ftone : when landing is bad in Sydney Bay, it is 

very good here, as it alfo is in Cafcade Bay, on the north fide 

of the ifland. 

D u r i n g the winter months, viz . from A p r i l to Auguft, the 

general winds are the fouth and fouth-weft, with heavy gales at 

times. In the fummer the fouth-eaft wind blows almoft conftant. 

The 



T h e fpring is vifible in Auguft, but the native trees, and 

many plants i n the ifland, are i n a conftant ftate of flowering : 

the fummer is warm, and fometimes the droughts are very 

great; al l the. grain and European plants feeded in December; 

from February to Auguft may be called the rainy reafon, not 

that I think there is any ftated times for rains in thefe months, 

as it is fometimes very fine weather for a fortnight together, but 

when the rain does fal l , it is i n torrents; I do not remember 

above three claps of thunder during the time I was on the ifland. 

T h e winter is very pleafant, and i t never freezes. 

T h e proper time for fowing wheat and barley is from M a y to 

A u g u f t , a n d is got in i n December; that which has been fowed 

has produced twenty-five fold, and I think the increafe may be 

greater. T w o bufhels of barley fowed in 1789 produced twenty-

four bufhels of a found ful l grain. 

The Indian corn produces well , and is, i n my opinion, the 

beft grain to cultivate in any quantity, on account of the little 

trouble attending its growth, and manufacturing for eating. 

T h e R i o Janeiro fugar cane grows very well , and is thriving. 

Vines and oranges are very thriving; of the former there w i l l 

be a great quantity i n a few years. 

Potatoes thrive remarkably well , and yield a very great i n ­

creafe ; I think two crops a year of that article may be got with > 

great eafe. 
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Every kind of garden vegetable thrives wel l , and comes to 

great perfection. 

T h e quantity of ground cleared, and i n cultivation, belong­

ing to the public, was, on the 13th March 1790, from twenty-

eight to thirty-two acres, and about eighteen cleared by free 

people and convicts for their gardens. 

P H I L I P G I D L E Y K I N G . 
London, 

January ioth, 1791. 

An 



A N A C C O U N T 

O F 

The Number of Convicts which have been fhipped from England for New South Wales, 

and of the Number intended to be fent in the Ships now under Orders for that Ser­

vice : Made out purfuant to an Order of the Honourable Houfe of Commons, dated 

9th February 1791. 

Convicts fhipped — — — 

Convicts i n t e n d e d to be fent i n the Ships now under Orders 

Numbers. 

2,029 

1,830 

Treafury Chambers, 
18th March, 1791. 

C H A R L E S L O N G . 
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A N A C C O U N T 

Of the Expence incurred in tranfporting Convicts to New South Wales, as far as 

the fame can be made up : Purfuant to an Order of the Honourable Houfe of Com­

mons, dated the 9th of February 1791. 

N A T U R E O F T H E E X P E N C E S . 

Freight of the Tranfport Ships, with the Expence of fitting thmwx f™ 
the Service — — — — 

Clothing, Slops, and Bedding — — — 

Victualling and providing for the Convicts and the Marine 
Guard, prior to failing, as alfo on the Paffage, and for a 
Store there; viz. 

I 

in 
2 

Prior to failing — 
On the Paffage — 
For a Store at New South Wales 
Wine, Effence of M a l t , &c. 

4 , 3 2 4 1 

7,310 12 

1 6 , 2 0 5 3 

3 8 1 J 5 

Handcuffs and Irons for fecuring the Convicts —• •— 
Stationary for the Commiffary o f Stores and Prov i f ions , and for the 

C o m m a n d i n g Officer of Marines — — — 
T o o l s , Implements o f H u f b a n d r y , & c . — — — 
Marquees and C a m p Equipage for M a r i n e Officers — — 
Portable H o u f e for the Governor — — — 
M e d i c i n e s , D r u g s , Surgeons Instruments, and Neceffaries — 
Seed G r a i n — — — — 
O l d Canvas fupplied from Portfmouth D o c k Y a r d , for T e n t s , & C 

for the Convic ts , unt i l H u t s could be erected — 
H e a r t h s , Coppers, & c . for the U f e of the Settlement — 
Pay and Di iburfemems o f the A g e n t to the Tranfports employed on 

this Service — •— — — 

T h i s E x p e n c e has been incurred upon the Fir f t E x p e d i t i o n , and is 

al l paid — — ' — — 

A M O U N T . 

42,271 — 4 
4 . 9 3 9 1 6 8 

20,221 12 2 

42 I 

63 19 4 

2,056 tf 7 
389 4 * 
i 3 o _ — 

1 , 4 2 9 »5 5 
2 3 6 17 4 

6 9 — 9 
118 10 3 

8 8 1 6 6 

8 1 , 3 9 9 11 6 



N A T U R E O F T H E E X P E N C E S . 

Brought over — 
Charge of clothing, victualling, and tranfporting Female Convicts 

in the Lady Juliana, hired in December 1 7 8 8 ; viz. 

Paid already upon Account — -— 
Eftimate of what more may be due, upon the Sup-

pofition that the Ship may have been difcharged at 
Port Jackfon from the Pay of this Board, at the 

4 , 2 6 9 J . d. 

End of Auguft laft — — 3»454 3 2 j 

Charge of the Juftinian, hired in November 1789, for a Store Ship 
to Port Jackfon, and from thence to proceed to China to bring 
home Teas for the Eaft India Company; viz. 

Freight for Two Years, the Time calculated for the 
Performance of thofe Services out and home — 

Deduct what may be expected to be received from the 
C o m p a n y for Freight of the Teas flie may bring 
Home — — — — 

.5-. d. 
7,389 

5 , 0 0 0 

There remains the Sum of — 

Note.—£.623. 2 , Part of the Sum o f ^ . 2 , 3 8 9 , being the Amount 
of the Expence incurred on Account of this Ship, according to 
the above Eftimate, has been already paid, which leaves a Ba­
lance due of £. 1 , 7 6 5 . 1 8 . 

Pay and Difburfements of the Two Agents who went out in the Lady 
Juliana and Juftinian -—• — — — 

Charge of victualling, clothing, and tranfporting Convicts, ac­
cording to Agreements with Mr. Whitlock, in Auguft 1 7 8 9 , 
and with Meifrs, Camden, Calvert, and King, in November 
1 7 9 0 ; viz. 

Paid upon Account to Mr. Whitlock — —. 
D° — to MefTrs. Camden, Calvert, 

and King **• •— — 

The Total Expence cannot be known until the 
Service is over, and the Accounts are fettled; 
but it is eftimated that what will remain due 
upon the above two Agreements will not pro­
bably be lefs than — — 

I-
* 7 > 4 6 3 

s, d. 
3 9^ 

3 0 , 1 0 0 — — 

4 7 > 5 6 3 3 9 

—• 2 0 , 0 0 0 

I 

A M O U N T . 

8 1 , 8 9 9 1 1 6 

7 > 7 2 4 1 u 

2 , 3 8 9 

1 , 5 0 0 

6 7 > 5 6 3 3 9 

160 > ° 7 5 * 7 2 



The Expence incurred on his Majefty's Ships fent on Service to New 
South Wales, is eftimated to be as under; viz, 

£. s, d. 
On the Sirius — 45,183 — 
Supply Tender — —1 179*83 — — 
Guardian — — 22,924 
Gorgon — — 10*211 — — 

95,601 

Whitehall, Treafury Chambers, 
18th March, 1791, C H A R L E S L O N G . 

N. B.—In the preceding Account, the Charges incurred for the Tranfport of 
200 Convicts from Ireland are included. 



A n A C C O U N T of the Quantity and Cofl: of the Provifions and Stores which have 
been fent to New South Wales for the Maintenance and Support of the Settlements 
there, as far as the fame Account can be made up: Purfuant to an Order of the Ho­
nourable Houfe of Commons, dated 9 t h February 1 7 9 1 . 

6 0 0 Tons of Provifions (hipped in June and July 1 7 8 9 
s. 
8 

d. 
6 

£• d. 

3 0 0 Tons of Provifions /hipped in December — 1789 6,178 4 — 

4 5 0 Tons D° — D° — February 1791 9>5i4 10 2 
0 

Clothing, comprehending Leather, Shoes, Stockings, 
Hats, Cloth, Ozenburgs, Blankets, Rugs, Tape, 
Thread, &c. — — — — 16,865 2 

2 b 

Implements, &c. comprehending Implements of Huf-
bandry, Iron, Steel, Blackfmith, Armourer, Car­
ter, Bricklayer, a n d Mafons Tools, Nails, Hoes, 
Axes, Glafs, Iron Pots, Tin Plates, Fifhing Tackle, 
Hooks, Twine, Thread, Rope, Hawfers, Pig, and 
Sheet Lead, Shot, Ball, Gunpowder, Bowls, Paints, 
Oil , Canvas, Bibles, Prayer and other Books, 
Weights, Scales, Meafures, Waggons, &c. — n,772 10 31 

Medicines, Hofpital Stores, comprehending a moveable 
Hofpital, Sheets, Blankets, Rugs, PalliafTes, Chirur-
gical Instruments and NecefTaries, Pewter, Tin, and 
Copper Ware, Kettles, Wine, Vinegar, Groceries, 
Flannel, Salt, Hammocks, Soup, Oatmeal, Barley, 
Rice, Sago, &c. — — — — 23,1^9 8 

Off Difcounts — 2,011 2 1 

49,755 

7,070 

18 

3 

61-

6 

Amount of Bills drawn by Governor Phillip and Com-
miffary Miller on the Lords of the Treafury for fun-
dry Provifions, Stores, and Neceffaries for the Ufe of 

49,755 

7,070 

18 

3 

61-

6 

84 .553 4 SI-

In the aforegoing Account is included the Cofl: of Twelve Months Provifions, 
Clothing, Stores, &c. for 2 0 0 Convicts from Ireland, after their Arrival. 

Treafury Chambers, 
18 th March 1791. C H A R L E S L O N G . 



An A C C O U N T of the Charge and Expence of the Civil and Military Eflablifo­

ments in the Settlements of New South Wales: Purfuant to an Order of the 

Honourable Houfe of Commons, dated the 9th of February 1791. 

Civil Eftabllhment to ioth of October 1790 — 
£. s. d. 

I 3 r ' 9 0 

s. d. 
17 8 

Military Eftablifhment. 

Pay of Marines to 1 ft January 1791, about — 18,784 — 

Charge of the New South Wales Corps, from 5th 
June to 24th December 1789, including Levy 
Money, the A l l o w a r i L t f u i doming, Accou­
trements, and Contingencies — — 

The Charge of the faid Corps for the Year 1790, 
according to the Eftablifhment — — 

Charge of the New South Wales Corps, from 5th 
June to 24th December 1789, including Levy 
Money, the A l l o w a r i L t f u i doming, Accou­
trements, and Contingencies — — 

The Charge of the faid Corps for the Year 1790, 
according to the Eftablifhment — — 7 3 

16 2 16 2 

Total Expence of the Civil and Military Eftablifhment, 
from the Commencement thereof in 1787 to the pre­
fent Period — — — — - I- 42,860 13 10 

Future Annual Expence of the Civil Eftablifhment <— 
s. d. 

Future Annual Charge of the Military Eftablifhment 6,134 7 3 

9,990 7 3 

Treafury Chambers, 
18th March, 1791. C H A R L E S L O N G . 
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