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LETTER FROM GENERAL MATHEITS,
T0

THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY.

(REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOING LETTERS.)

‘Hoxourasre ‘Sirs,

I tave the honour of informing you of the fuccefs of your arms

«on the Malabar Coaft. You will have reccived advices of the outfet of the
Expedition from Bombay, and the general purport of it. On the 12th of De-
-«cember, I failed with a fmall party ; and thought proper, of my own accord,
:to land at Rajamundroog, in preference to any other place—becaufe, on this
part of the Coaft; T had the double advantage of being able to fecure myfelf
nntil reinforeed, and to procure provifions, which I could not have done at
Cundapore, or any place to the Southward, by reafon of the numerous gar-
sifons, and the vicinity of them to the capital.  “The meafures -and difpofitions
Az of
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wof the Gentlemen at Bombay were {uch, that I could not place any dependence:
upon being timely reinforced from thence, or of having any fupply of provifions.
Rajamundroog is on the top of a high hill, and commands the entrance of the
beft river on the Coaft.  We took it by ftorm. The moment we landed, a
fhort time was takenyup in preparing:to move towands Onere ; forswe had not-
a cooly, carriage, or bullock, to convey any ftores. The battering cannon,
ammunition, provifions, &c. were fent by fea; and the great additions that
Hyper had made to the fortifications of Onore and fortified Ifland, prevented
my entering the river with the {mall craft, and obliged me to land every thing
through a heavy furf on the beach, and then to crofs the river to the North-.
ward of the fort. Thefe impediments were got over ;.and a, pra&icable breach .
being effeted, the affault was made—and the garrifon, confifting of two thou-
fand five hundred men, were cither killed, drowned, or made prifoners.—
Shortly after -this-event, the troops from the Southward, under Licutenants
Colonel MacLeoD, were landed at Rajamundroog. To wait for a junéion,.
would take up much time : fo, that not a moment thould be loft; I embarked, .
and landed near Cundapore, under the fire of the Bombay Grab and the Intrepid,
- and immediately feized ‘a fmall fort that ferved to fecure our ftores. The enemy.
were in fight, and feemed numerous : fome prifoners that we took, reckoned.
them at twelve hundred Horfe, one thoufand Sepoys, and -five hundred Peons.
My party was compofed of three hundred and fifty Europeans, fix hundred
Sepoys, and. four fmall field-pieces—with which I marched, firft towards the
enemy, who drew back, and then I proceeded to Cundapore. They incoms
moded my rear very much; but being determined to attack the-fort, I only
a&ed on the defenfive, and at feven in the evening got pofleflion of 'the fort,
and the feveral redoubts that commanded the river. The grand objeét of the
Expedition, an attack upon Bidanore, remained to be undertaken ; and much
{erious refle€ion it required before the hazardous enterprize thould be deters
mined on.—Ycur Honours will now take a view of the ftate of my army: Noy
carriage-bullock, and the few draft not able to draw eight light fickl-pieces—
not
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not a .cooly to carry mufquet,’ ammunition or provifions—not a tent—and:
many Officers, His MajesTy’s in particular, had not a fingle {fervant—neither:
bullock.or fheep to be had, the enemy having drove them off. The army, at:
this time, confifted of about eleven hundred: effetive Europeans, and three.
thoufand Sepoys. The diftance from Cundapore to the foot of the Ghaut is!
thirty miles, through a woady country: the enemy’s army had been reinforced
and lay in the way. Thereports of the ftrength of the various works that de-
fended the pafs up the mountains, was fuch as gave me but very faint hope of
fuccefs ; and the difficnlty of fupplying my troops with rice, was almoft of itfelf.
fufficient to deter a perfon from the attempt. However, having pofitive orders.
to take pofleflion of Bidanore, I refolved to make a trial, and iffued dire€ions
for the march. ' We had not gone fix miles,. before the' enecmy.oppofed us in
force. We puthed forwards ; .and, by the effe& of well-ferved artillery, and
the fteadinefs of the men, the enemy retived as we advanced. The fkirmifh
continued about. three hours—after which we: were. left to purfue our route.
unmolefted ;. nor did the enemy make any ftand till we were on the fourth
day’s march, within three miles of the pafs—where, the ground being favour-~
able,.they attempted oppefition,. and. were. roughly treated, lofing, by the
bayonet and fhot, above thyeec hundred men. They were purfued to a finall
fort, which was immediately abandoned ; and then fled to the firft barrier or
entrance of the pafs. This was a.line. of mafonry that covered 4ll the open
ground, and was clofed by woods to the. right and left. Upon fix baftions:
were mounted fifteen picces<of cannon ;.and on the ]L‘f‘t was a work on a ﬂcep.‘
mouyntain, with two,twelve pounders. This altogether had too. formidable an
appearance. to atfack in front ;. but baving reconnoitred the, right, Limagined
that the flank might be turned by.afcending, the hill through the wood. Early
in the morning, two parties were. formed—one to attempt the flank, the other
to efcalade the wall ; but the enemy faved us that trouble by evacuating the
place. This was a happy moment to try the pafs ; for the enemy, by felling

twees, &c. would have thrown fo many obftacles in the way, that the want of,
provifion.
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-provifion would have conipélled me to relinquifh the defign. A party was in-
Atantly ordered to follow the enemy up the hill, which, with little lofs, gained
the fecond barricr, ont which were mounted eleven guns.  Fifty of the enemy
were killed of taken at this work. Having this fuccefs, I relieved the exhaufted
by freih detachments, which excited emulation, and encouraged the ardour of
the Sepoys ; for, to the unremitting exertions of this branch of your troops i¢
due the honour of this day. Battery after battery was taken; and the pofleffion
of the fort on the top of the Ghaut, about five in the afternoon, called Hyder-
ghur, erowned the whole. At this fort we found mounted thirty pieces of
cannon, from twenty-four to four pounders ; and at the different works in the
pafs; forty others, from four to twelve.

When we contemplated the numerous redoubts and the height of the Ghaut,
and were told by prifoners that we had drove off feventeen thoufand men, in-
<luding difmounted Cavalry, regular Sepoys, and match-lock Peons, we could
not confider the vitory we had gained as due to us—our weak efforts would
have beenin vain. The progrefs of your arms is to be afcribed to the Divine
Will. In the courfe of this war, Providence has been peculiarly bountiful—
When we were in want of rice, we were fure to find a fupply left for our ufe
by the enemy—when our mufquet-ammunition was expended, the enemy’s
magazines furnifhed us abundantly—cannon we found in every fort, and fuch
quantities of warlike ftores, that we are apt to fuppofe that HypER fupplied all
his garrifons from this Coaft and from Bidanore. Hyderghur is about fourteen
miles from Hydernagur, alias Bidanore, the capital of the Province.

In the night of the day that we gained the Ghaut, I was vifited by Captain
"Dowarp CameseLy, the fon of Colonel Cuarres CampeELL.  He had been
wrecked off the Coaft, was feized, and kept in irons, until the approach of this
army caufed the Jemadar to releafe him, to employ him as an Ambaffador. His
meflage was, that the Jemadar having loft his Mafter (HypEr), and being upon
bad terms with Trproo Sants, would willingly put himfelf under the prote&ion
wf the Company, provided that the management of the Country was continued
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to-him, ‘The idea of getting poffeffion of the capital and the forts of thie King-
dom towards Seringapatam, as well as the very great advantage I might expe@
from his experience, abilities and influence, with the weak ftate of my army,
induced me to clofe with the propofal ;. and I fent him a cowl, fignifying that
his power and influence fhould hot be leflened. This, tho’ not drawn with a pew
of a Lawyer, was equal in value to the capital of Bidanore. Captain CAMPBELL
returned with it, and was to tell the Jemadar that I thould march in the morning.
Not expe@ing the great fuccefs that we had met with by forcing the pafs on
the main road, I had detached Licutenant-Colonel MacLeoD to the left, to
afcend the Ghaut through a narvow path, in order to attack Hyderghur in the
rear. The abfeljce of this detachment, and the fatigue of the former day, re-
duced my party to about four hundred Europeans and feven hundred Sepoys;
and all my guns were at the bottom of the Ghaut, With this detachment
I moved towards Bidanore, and was within a mile of the walls before any
meffage came from Captain CAMpegLL or the Jemaday : but having nething to
apprehend in the field from the panic-ftruck enemy, we continued our march
until the welcome approach of Captain CampseLL affured me the place was our
own. On entering it, I was pleafed to fee about four hundred of your Sepoys
that had been taken' in the Carnatic, who' offered me their ferviee.. - Upon
y_iﬁ.t,in_é the ]émadar, I repeated my affurances, that while he behaved faithfully
to the Qompgpy, the management of the Country fhould be continued to him ;
aud,vakthopgh.;he fward muft be in your hands, that he fhould h.ave as much
power and influence as his ftation required, and that yoy. wouldinot’ refufe
fettling upon him very ample allowances. The enemy being in force, and my
army much weakened, with other difagrecable matters that occurred, prevented
my further advance than to take poflefiion of two forts to thp-Ea&ward ; for,
bcing apprebenfive that the Killidar of Mangalore would not deliver up that
place to the order of HyaT Samis, and confidering that famous fea-port of
more confequence to your affairs than acquiring territory bcyon-)d the mountaing,.
1 held myfelf ip readinefs to march that way, and was forced to lay ficge to ity
A
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A praflicible breach being made, the Killidar thought proper to furren-
der it 'Upon this happy event give me leave to congratulate you; for it
Jpartly fecures.our conquefls from Carwar to Cananore. There are two ot three
splaces that | have not been able to fummons; but as thefe garrifons cannot

axpedt any fuecour, they will fall of courfe. '
Thus have 1 given your Honours a fhort recital, from the firlt landing of
your arms on the 12th of December, to the reduction of Mangalore on the
oth of March 5 in which fhort time a feries of fuccefs has attended us that can
diardly be paralleled.  All the enemy’s marine has fallen in our hands, among
which are eight fhips of the line, cither built or on the ftocks; and five of
them might be fent to fea in a fhort time, After informing you of the happy
and glorious fuccefs of your arms, it is painful for me to tell you, that diffens
tion in the army, on accoeuntof plunder and booty, has arifen to fuch a height
.as to threaten open mutiny. [ have informed your Honours of the terms that
the Jemadar required, and that [in your mame granted; and you know in
how peaceable a manner this capital was refigned to you. Lam forry to fay,
that His MajesTy’s Officers have been foremoft in the clamours ; and that the
agents appointed by them have occafioned me much trouble and anxiety, and
a great deal of difcontent throughout the army. I fhall fend you copics of
the feveral letters that have paffed, for your determination. They may fup-
pofe that I have appropriated treafure to my own ufe, or bargained to reftore
the private property of the Jemadar to him; or that I thould agree that he
thould call all treafure and jewels his private property, to the exclufion of
what of right fhould belong to the Honourable Company or the captors, 1
have only to affure your Honours, that I have made no bargain whatever,
cither public or private, but what was exprefled in the cowl feat from Hyder-
ghur, to which Captain CAMPSELL was witnefs ; and as I have frequently
mentioned to my friends, that I would not reccive a prefent of confequence
without the confent of the Honourable Company, I fhall inform you, that on
aay fieft vifit the Jemadar infifted on making me a prefent of a lack of
- THpeCs ;
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rupees ; and when he pleafed to give a donation to the army of two lacks and
thirty thoufand of rupees, which fum waits your pleafure, he requefted I would
accept of another lack of rupees. To both of thefe requefts refpecting myfelf,
I replied, that provided your Honours would give me leave, 1 thould certainly
embrace that fortunate moment to gain an independence, and fhall wait your or-
ders as to the difpofal of two lacks of rupees. How far my former and the prefeit
{ervices may entitle me to your good opinion, and to your acquicicence in thus
rewarding me, is left to the generofity of your Honours; but I'beg that you will
believe, that, during the courfe of my fervices, every thing of a fimilar nature
fhall be laid before you.

If it were poflible to fatisfy the avidity of a body of men, this little army
would have a fufficiency of honowr and profit to fill the moft greedy ; but the im-
firmities of nature are notto be controuled by reafon. Avarice of the moft perni-
cious tendency has pervaded the limits of fenfe, and ftepped beyond the bounds of
duty. The army, not content with acquiring, at the different places that has
been taken on the coaft in thips of war, naval ftores, merchandize, &c. &c. and
tn goods of various kinds at Bidanore, which altogether the Jemadar fays may
be valued at thirty lacks of pagodas ; they feck to deprive the Jemadar of his
private property, under pretence of the lawful rights of war; and aflume =
{tyle and manner intheir clamours and united addreflts, that appears intended
to force from me what I think ought to be preferved for the public fervice, and
for the benefit of the Honourable Company. The manner that the fort and city
was delivered to the Company, does not authorize me to touch private property;
and the cowl implies a perfe€t fecwity for all fuch. Would your Honours be
pleafed, that by any rapacious aftion of your Commander in Chief,that he or the
troops fhould forfeit the good opinion that may be entertained of them from
their rapid {uccefs, or thatthe public fervice thould be confidered as « fecondary
obje@?  Our name has fallen almoft to contempt ; but, as far as lays inmy
power, it fhall be recovered, if not raifed to its former eminence.

Mangalore, Aarch 16, 1783

FINIS.
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