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NOVE POTI ZA SLOVENSKO OBROCKANJE

New paths for Slovenian bird ringing

V porocilu o obrockovalni dejavnosti (VREZEC er al. 2014) avtorji poleg
obicajnih podatkov o $tevilu obrockanih ptic in pregleda najdb iz tujine podajajo
dve novosti, ki si zasluzita podrobnejso predstavitev. S pregledom in oceno
delujocih obroc¢kovalnih lovis¢ v Sloveniji so postavili temelje za vzpostavitev
mreze lovi$¢ s stalnim naporom (CES — Constant Effort Sites), ki so drugod
po Evropi Ze dalj ¢asa mocno orodje za monitoring populacij pogostih vrst. Z
objavo najzanimivej$ih lokalnih najdb, ki so prvi¢ tako podrobno predstavljene
v tovrstnem porocilu, pa so napravili korak proti ve¢jemu zanimanju za te
podatke, ki dajejo vpogled v klju¢ne elemente Zivljenja ptic.

Zamisel o obroc¢kanju s stalnim naporom je vzniknila v 60. letih 20. stoletja v
Veliki Britaniji in na Irskem, kjer so obroc¢kovalci-prostovoljci razmisljali, kako
bi s svojimi podatki lahko prispevali k monitoringu populacij pogostih vrst
ptic, ki se je tedaj ravno zacenjal. Poskusi na lokalni ravni so se mnozili, podatki
zdruzevali, poskusna shema obrockanja s stalnim naporom je bila uvedena leta
1981, od leta 1986 pa je sestavni del obrockovalne dejavnosti na Britanskem
oto¢ju (ROBINSON ¢t al. 20098). Odtlej se je praksa razsirila v ve¢ evropskih
drzav in celo ¢ez Atlantski ocean v Severno Ameriko (DESANTE 1995). Ta nacdin
obroc¢kanja temelji na strogi standardizaciji: lov poteka na stalnih lokacijah, v
predpisanem obdobju s predpisanim $tevilom lovnih dni in z vselej enakim
Stevilom mrez (BALMER er al. 2004). Ptic ni dovoljeno privabljati s posnetki
oglasanja ali hrano, v blizini lovi$¢a naj se tudi ne bi postavljalo gnezdilnic. Vsi
ti ukrepi zagotavljajo primerljivost znotraj istega leta in med let, kar je klju¢no
za kasnej$o analizo.

Obrockanje s stalnim naporom je usmerjeno predvsem v preucevanje gnezdilk
in rabi trem medsebojno povezanim ciljem: monitoringu, raziskovanju in
upravljanju. Podatki, pridobljeni z obro¢kanjem, so dobro dopolnilo drugim
popisom, predvsem za ptice trsti$¢, ki jih je s transekenimi popisi tezje zajeti.
Korelacija med trendi, ugotovljenimi z obrockanjem, ter trendi drugih popisov
ni bila dokazana le na drzavni (PeacH 1998), temvel celo na celinski ravni
(Saracco 2008). Podatki, zbrani na CES-lovi§¢ih, omogocajo tudi izra¢un
osnovnih demografskih indeksov, ki so temelj za razlago populacijske dinamike.
V Veliki Britaniji so okrog leta 1990 zabelezili obéuten upad populacije
severnega kovacka Phylloscopus trochilus, predvsem na jugu drzave. Gnezditveni
uspeh je bil v vsej drzavi enak dolgoletnemu povpredju, preZivetje odraslih
osebkov, izracunano iz obro¢kovalnih podatkov, pa je s 45 upadlo na 24 %,
kar je bil najverjetneje tudi neposredni vzrok za upad (PEacH er al. 1995). Z
letom 1993 se je prezivetje odraslih osebkov vrnilo na nekdanjo raven, upad se
je ustavil, vzrok za spremembo v preZivetju pa je ostal nepojasnjen.

Kljub usmerjenosti v zbiranje podatkov na nacionalni in mednarodni ravni je
obroc¢kanje s stalnim naporom lahko u¢inkovito orodje tudi na lokalni ravni.
Analiza podatkov s CES-lovisca, kjer so v nekaj letih odstranili velik del okoliskih
vrbovih (Salix sp.) sestojev, je pokazala, da je bila velika ve¢ina sprememb v
$tevilénosti med leti v skladu s trendi na drZavni ravni, dve vrsti pa sta bili
izjemi (HARRISON ez al. 2000). Stevilo bi¢jih trstnic Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
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in srpi¢nih trstnic A. scirpaceus je upadlo, cetudi je bil v celotni drzavi trend
izrazito pozitiven. Kasnejsi podrobnejsi popisi so pokazali, da $tevilo trstnic ni
upadlo, temve¢ so se iz vrbovja, kjer so gnezdile prej, prerazporedile v trsticje.
Metoda je dobro sledila lokalnim spremembam, kar je pomembno za lokalne
varstvene ukrepe in upravljanje, hkrati pa ta primer opozarja tudi na pomen
zadostnega $tevila lovi$¢ na nacionalni ravni.

Eno prvih lovis¢ s stalnim naporom za monitoring selivk je bilo odprto leta
1974 v lllmitzu ob Neziderskem jezeru. Podatki od tod in $e z dveh podobnih
lovis¢ v Nemciji so bili eno prvih opozoril o populacijskem upadu $tevilnih
evropskih selivk (BERTHOLD 1986). Podatki o vse manjsem $tevilu vracajocih se
bi¢jih trstnic na britanska gnezdisc¢a pa so pokazali povezavo med vremenskimi
razmerami v Sahelu in velikostjo gnezdecih populacij v Evropi (PEAcH 1991).
Tovrstne raziskave so $e toliko bolj aktualne v lu¢i podnebnih sprememb, saj je
pricakovati, da bo njihov vpliv na selivke $e posebno velik (ROBINSON 20094).

Domala vsa dela, ki povzemajo in predstavljajo obrotkovalno dejavnost, v
naslovu nosijo besedi “atlas” in “selitev”. Ce prvi zaradi obstoja zemljevidov
ne moremo oporekati, bi drugi lahko o¢itali, da, vsaj v oZjem pomenu besede,
zanemarja pomemben del premikov ptic. Nekatere varstveno pomembne
gozdne vrste vsako leto delajo le kratke premike, ki niso za njihovo ekologijo
ni¢ manj pomembni, kot je “prava’ selitev za kmecko lastovko Hirundo
rustica, vendar ostajajo v na videz manj zanimivi kategoriji “lokalnih najdb”.
Nenazadnje je tudi najdba bele storklje Ciconia ciconia, obro¢kane leta 2002 v
Beli krajini, ki v vmesnem ¢asu ni bila ujeta zunaj Slovenije, lokalna: v posmeh
nekaj deset tiso¢ preletenim kilometrom. K sre¢i administrativna kategorija ne
more biti ovira za radovednost. Obrockanje v Sloveniji se bliza zatetku nove in
razburljive poti!

*kk

In the latest bid ringing report (VREZEC et al. 2014), its authors present
two novelties — apart from usual data on the numbers of ringed birds and
an overview of finds of foreign-ringed birds — that deserve a more detailed
presentation. With an overview and assessment of the active ringing sites in
Slovenia, they laid the foundation for establishing a CES (Constant Effort
Sites) network, which has long been a powerful tool for monitoring common
species populations elsewhere in Europe. By publishing the most interesting
local finds, presented in this report in such detail for the first time, they made
a step towards greater interest in these data, which offer an insight into the key
elements of the life of birds.

The idea of constant effort (CE) ringing emerged in the 1960s in Great Britain
and Ireland, where volunteer ringers were pondering how to contribute, with
their data, to the monitoring of populations of common bird species, which
had just been launched there. Attempts at the local level were multiplying, data
was compiled and in 1981 a trial CE ringing scheme was was launched. Since
1986 it has been an integral part of bird ringing on the British Isles (RoBinson
et al. 2009B). Since then, this practice has spread to several European countries
and even across the Atlantic to North America (DESANTE 1995). This mode
of ringing is based on strict standardization: trapping takes place at permanent
sites, within a prescribed period of time, with a prescribed number of trapping
days and always with the same number of nets (BALMER et @/ 2004). Birds
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are not allowed to be attracted with the use of playback or food, and there
should be no nest boxes placed in the vicinity of trapping grounds. All these
measures enable comparability within the same year and between years, which
is of course crucial for eventual analyses.

CE ringing is aimed mainly at studying breeding birds and serves the following
three interrelated objectives: monitoring, research and management. The data
acquired through ringing complement other surveys, particularly for reed
bed species, which may be poorly covered with transect surveys. Correlation
between trends, ascertained with ringing, and trends of other surveys has not
only been proven at a national level (PEACH 1998), but even at continental
level (Saracco 2008). The data gathered at CE sites also enable calculation of
basic demographic indices, which are crucial for the explanation of the birds’
population dynamics. Around 1990, a major decline of the Willow Warbler
Phylloscopus trochilus was noted in Great Britain, especially in its southern part.
In the entire country, the breeding success equalled the long-term average,
while the survival of adult individuals, calculated from ringing data, fell from
45% to 24%, which was most probably the direct cause of their decline (Peacr
et al. 1995). With the year 1993, the survival of adult individuals returned to
the former level; the decline stopped, while the cause of the change in their
survival remained unexplained.

Despite focusing on data gathering at the national and international levels, the
constant effort ringing can be an effective tool at the local level as well. The
analysis of data from a CE site, where most of the surrounding Willow (Sa/ix
sp.) stands were removed in a few years, has shown that the great majority of
changes in abundance of birds between years were in accordance with trends at
the national level, while two species were an exception (HARRISON ez a/. 2000).
The number of Sedge Warblers Acrocephalus schoenobaenus and Reed Warblers
A. scirpaceus fell, even though the trend was unequivocally positive in the entire
country. Eventual detailed surveys showed that the number of these two species
was not reduced, but that they moved from willow stands where they had
bred earlier to the reed beds. The method detected local changes well, which is
significant for local conservation measures and management. At the same time,
this example calls our attention to the importance of a sufficient number of
trapping grounds at the national level.

One of the first CE sites for the monitoring of migratory birds was opened
in 1974 at lllmitz along Neusiedl Lake. The data from here and two similar
sites in Germany were one of the first warnings about the population decline
of numerous European migratory birds (BErtHOLD 1986). The data on the
increasingly low number of returning Sedge Warblers to their British breeding
grounds indicated a correlation between weather conditions in the Sahel
region and the size of breeding populations in Europe (PeacH 1991). This
kind of research is even more topical in the light of climate change, for it can
be expected that its impact on migratory birds will be particularly significant
(ROBINSON 20094).

Virtually all works that summarize and present ringing activities carry in their
titles the words “Atlas” and “Migration”. If the first cannot be disputed due to
the presence of maps, the other word could be “reproached” on the grounds
that it neglects, in the strict sense of the word at least, a significant part of the
birds’ movements. Some of the conservationally important forest species make
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only short movements each year which, however, are no less significant for
their ecology than the “true” migration for the Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica,
but remain in the seemingly less interesting category of “local finds”. After all,
the recovery of a White Stork Ciconia ciconia, which was ringed in 2002 in Bela
krajina, but was not caught outside Slovenia in the meantime, is local: in the
derision of the tens of thousands of kilometres covered flying back and forth.
Luckily, the administrative category cannot be an obstacle to curiosity. Ringing
in Slovenia is nearing the beginning of a new and exciting path!

Juriy HANZEL
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