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PREDGOVOR

FOREWORD

Sicer ne veliko, toda velezanimivo je gradisce
na Velikem Korenu ...
(Jernej Pecnik)

Arheoloska najdi$¢a imajo velikokrat nenavadno
usodo, a so redko zbujala tako spremenljivo pozornost,
kot jo je Korinjski hrib. Ze ob koncu 19. stoletja je bil pre-
poznan kot eno najpomembnejsih arheoloskih najdis¢ v
slovenskem prostoru, a je bil zaradi slabega slovesa naj-
ditelja, starinokopa Jerneja Pe¢nika, pozneje pozabljen
in spregledan. Sele v ¢asu velikopoteznega odkrivanja
poznoanti¢nih visinskih postojank v sedemdesetih in

Not really big, yet highly interesting is the hill fort
at Veliki Koren...
(Jernej Pecnik)

Archaeological sites are often the subject of an
unusual destiny, yet it is rarely that any of them have
aroused such changing attention as Korinjski hrib. No
later than at the end of the 19™ century it was recognised
as one of the most important archaeological sites in the
Slovenian territory, but was due to the bad reputation
of its discoverer, excavator Jernej Pe¢nik, later forgot-
ten and overlooked. It was only “rediscovered” and

Pogled s Korinjskega hriba na vas Mali Korinj med izkopavanji leta 1983.
View from Korinjski hrib to Mali Korinj village during excavations in 1983.



PREDGOVOR

FOREWORD

osemdesetih letih je bil znova “odkrit” in sondiran ter
zaradi (ne)sre¢nega naklju¢ja izpada izkopavanj drugod
v naglici takoj za tem uvr$éen v program sistemati¢nih
izkopov delno Ze na povrsju dobro vidne arhitekture.

Velik polet, ki ga je poznoanti¢na arheologija do-
zivela z izkopavanji na Rifniku, Ajdovskem gradcu nad
Vranjem in Hrusici v za¢etku sedemdesetih let 20. st., je
vplival tudi na mlado generacijo arheologov, ki je tedaj
$ele stopala na samostojno strokovno pot: med tistimi, ki
nas je to obdobje s svojo problematiko in hkrati popolno
neraziskanostjo navdusilo, sem bil tudi sam. Potem ko
mi je uspelo na osnovi starej$ega, prezrtega podatka v
literaturi prepoznati pomembno utrjeno poznoanti¢no
naselbino Gradec pri Prapretnem, sem domneval, da
so bili tudi nekateri drugi - sicer objavljeni podatki
- zaradi razli¢nih vzrokov podobno prezrti. Ker sem
imel - kljub tedaj ve¢inskemu nasprotnemu mnenju —
dobre izku$nje z rekognosciranjem najdi$¢ na osnovi
podatkov Jerneja Pe¢nika pri preu¢evanju rimske pode-
zelske naselitve v nizinskem svetu, sem kmalu zaslutil,
da slabe ocene, ki si jo je Pe¢nik prisluzil s svojimi na
zasluzek usmerjenimi izkopavanji grobi$¢, ni mogoce v
celoti aplicirati na njegove $tevilne topografske raziskave
naselbin: njegovi skopi terenski podatki so bili v veliki
meri to¢ni, vendar so zahtevali dalj$a preverjanja in
terenske izku$nje. Njegovo obsezno topografsko delo s
sicer zelo lapidarno objavljenimi izsledki tako omogoca
prepoznavanje Stevilnih naselbin iz najstarejsih obdobij
v velikem delu Slovenije.

Ker sem dobro poznal Pe¢nikov ¢lanek o gradis¢ih
na Kranjskem (J. Pe¢nik, Pogled na kranjska gradi$c¢a. —
Izvestja Muzejskega drustva za Kranjsko 4, 1894, 6-12),
sem seveda opazil pomembno mesto, ki ga je v tem
velikokrat po krivici spregledanem pregledu namenil
najdis¢u Korinjski hrib. Po opisu in predvsem glede na
lego visoko v hribovju sem domneval, da gre za pozno-
anti¢no postojanko, ki je bila — podobno kot Gradec pri
Prapretnem - v celoti prezrta, pravzaprav kar ignorirana,
prav zaradi ominoznega Pe¢nikovega slovesa. Sum na
poznoanti¢no starost najdisc¢a je krepil tudi patrocinij
tik pod utrdbo leze¢e opuséene cerkve sv. Jurija, kjer je
bil najden zanimiv rimski nagrobnik.

Ogled najdisca leta 1975 je potrdil moje domneve,
uvidel sem, da je najdi$¢e primerljivo z ostalimi takrat
poznanimi poznoanti¢nimi naselbinami in da je ze tudi
Pe¢nik prepoznal rimske ostaline na prazgodovinskem
gradi$¢u. Tudi drugod je pri identificiranju poznoan-
ti¢nih najdi$¢ na Dolenjskem velikokrat zadel v polno,
kar so potrdila rekognosciranja najdi$¢ Sv. Peter pri
Gorenjem Mokronogu, Zidani gaber nad Mihovim,
Jars¢ nad Homom, Kincelj nad Trbincem in Grac pri
Lisci, ki sem jih pozorneje pregledal kmalu za tem.
Raziskave na Korinjskem hribu so tako vsaj delno osve-
tlile ta aspekt Pe¢nikovega dela, ki je bil v primerjavi z
njegovim razvpitim kopanjem razli¢nih grobis¢ dolgo
prezrt. Njegovi lapidarni opisi naselbin in v¢asih le dvo-
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trenched at the time of the large-scale detection of late
antique hilltop settlements in the 1970s and 1980s and
due to an (un)fortunate coincidence when excavations
elsewhere fell through, was included immediately after
in a hurry in the programme of systematic excavations
of the architecture that was partly visible on the surface.

The great zest experienced by late antique archae-
ology with the excavations at Rifnik, Ajdovski gradec
above Vranje, and Hrusica in the beginning of the
1970s, influenced the young generation of archaeolo-
gists who at the time had only just begun treading their
independent professional path: I, too, was among those
who were completely enthusiastic by this period and its
issues as well as the complete unexploredness. After I
succeeded, on the basis of older, missed data in relevant
literature, in recognising the important fortified late
antique settlement of Gradec near Prapretno, I assumed
that some other - though published - data had been
similarly overlooked due to various reasons. Since I had
had, despite at the time mostly contrary opinion, good
experience with the recognising of sites based on data
by Jernej Pe¢nik in the research of Roman provincial
settlement in the lowlands, I soon sensed that the bad
opinion Pe¢nik had earned with his profit-oriented
excavations of burial grounds could not also be com-
pletely applied to his numerous topographic settlement
researches: his scarce field data were to a great extent
accurate, but still demanded lengthy verifications and
field experience. His extensive topographic work with
generally lapidary published findings thus enables the
recognition of numerous settlements from the earliest
periods in the great part of Slovenia.

Since I was thoroughly familiar with Pe¢nik’s article
about hill forts in the Kranjska region (J. Pe¢nik, Pogled
na kranjska gradi$c¢a. - Izvestja Muzejskega drustva za
Kranjsko 4, 1894, 6—12), I could not have missed an
important place which was in this, frequently unfairly
missed overview, devoted to the site of Korinjski hrib.
Judging from the description and primarily considering
its position high in the hills, I assumed that it was a late
antique settlement, which was - similarly to Gradec
near Prapretno - completely overlooked, actually quite
ignored, for the sake of the ominous Pe¢nik’s reputa-
tion. The suspicion of the late antique age of the site was
also strengthened by the patronage of the abandoned
church of St George situated just below the fort, where
an interesting Roman tombstone was found.

The examination of the site in 1975 confirmed my
assumptions and I realised that the site was comparable
to other late antique settlements known at the time and
that even Pe¢nik before had recognised Roman remains
at the prehistoric hill fort. He was right on the money
with the identification of other late antique sites in the
Dolenjska region as well, which was confirmed by the
recognition of the sites Sv. Peter near Gorenji Mokronog,
Zidani gaber above Mihovo, Jar$¢ above Hom, Kincelj
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vrsti¢ni topografski podatki so generacijam arheologov
za njim omogo¢ili prepoznavo najdis¢, ki bi bila sicer
spregledana ali pa bila v sodobnem svetu, ki hlastno in
veckrat brez potrebe unicuje stevilna najdisca, prepozno
prepoznana.

Pri izkopavanjih in kabinetnem delu so nam ponu-
dili dragoceno pomoc¢ $tevilni sodelavci. Naj se najprej
spomnim §tirih pokojnih sodelavcev: geometra Boga
Zontarja, ki je z velikim entuziazmom sodeloval pri ve¢
nasih izkopavanjih, ter Pavla Kavska in Branka Defarja -
Stri¢ka, ki sta nosila levji delez pri izkopu in organizaciji
fizicnega dela ter ustvarjanju znosnih pogojev bivanja
v takrat tezko dostopnem kraju. Dragoceno tehni¢no
pomo¢ in vzdrzevanje nasega terenskega vozila je ves ¢as
zagotavljal moj nekdanji $tudijski kolega Damjan Vahen.

Breme risarske dokumentacije je nosila Andreja
Dolenc Vi¢i¢, veliko fotografij na terenu je poleg mene
napravila Carmen Narobe, fotografinja SAZU. Sondo za
razumevanje stratigrafije prazgodovinskih plasti in prvo
vrednotenje starejSega gradiva je opravil Janez Dular s
svojo ekipo, ki je poleg tega kot takratni predstojnik
Instituta za arheologijo v mnogo¢em pripomogel, da
smo zahtevno delo lahko uspe$no koncali. Pri delu sta
se s pridnostjo in predanostjo izkazali takratni $tudentki
arheologije Jana Horvat in Eva Kocuvan. Na koncu mo-
ram omeniti $e pokojnega Jozeta Bors$tnika, gostilnic¢arja
s Krke, ki je na razli¢ne na¢ine pomagal pri organiziranju
bivanja in dela, in pa seveda domacine iz Malega in
Velikega Korinja, ki so pridno izkopavali.

Vsem nastetim ter tudi drugim, ki so na razli¢ne
nacine omogo¢ili uspeh prve raziskovalne akcije na
Korinjskem hribu, gre moja zahvala pri izvedbi tega v
kratkem ¢asu opravljenega napornega dela!

Objava izkopavanj zamuja iz ve¢ razlogov. Kot prvo
je mogoce navesti dejstvo, da so nova odkritja poznoan-
ti¢nih visinskih naselbin doZivela velik razmah prav v
osemdesetih in devetdesetih letih prej$njega stoletja in
so zato sprotne raziskave $tevilnih prej neprepoznanih
naselbin upocasnile delo ob objavi (tu mislim predvsem
na obsezna raziskovanja Tonovcovega gradu pri Kobari-
du). Drugi in pomembnejsi razlog je dejstvo, da so bile
v ¢asu po izkopavanjih na Korinjskem hribu odkrite
mnoge podobne postojanke v SirSem obmo¢ju Ilirika
in $e posebej ob vzhodni jadranski obali. Ce sem hotel
zanesljiveje interpretirati specifi¢no postojanko Korinj-
ski hrib, ki je v vzhodnoalpskem obmo¢ju tipolosko
odstopala od do takrat poznanih naselbin, je bilo treba
bolje spoznati ali pa vsaj pregledati vse na novo odkrite
ali prepoznane postojanke, kar je zahtevalo veliko ¢asa
in napora. Bolj$e razumevanje znacaja in umesc¢enosti
utrdb, ki so v veliki meri odvisne od lokalnih terenskih
danosti, je mogoce dobiti le z avtopsijo, kar je pomenilo
$tevilne obhode mnogokrat tezko dostopnih tovrstnih
postojank v velikem delu Ilirika.

Dodatni impulz je priprava monografije o najdis¢u
dobila z zdruzitvijo mo¢i z Zvezdano Modrijan in Tino

11

above Trbinc, and Grac near Lisca, which I inspected
in detail shortly after. Thus, research at Korinjski hrib
at least partly revealed this aspect of Pe¢nik’s work
which was, in comparison to his notorious excavation
of various burial grounds, overlooked for a long time.
His short descriptions of settlements and occasionally
only two-line topographic data enabled generations of
archaeologists coming after him to recognise sites that
would otherwise be missed or would be, in the modern
world that greedily and often lacking any real need de-
stroys numerous sites, recognised too late.

During excavations and office work we were hon-
oured with the valuable help of many colleagues. Allow
me to first remember the four departed colleagues: the
surveyor Bogo Zontar, who participated at several of our
excavations with great enthusiasm, Pavel Kavsek and
Branko Defar-Stricek, who carried the lions share in the
excavation and organisation of manual labour as well as
the creation of tolerable living conditions at the location
that was at the time very hard to access. Throughout the
years valuable technical help and maintenance of our
vehicle was offered by my former university colleague
Damjan Vahen.

The burden of drawing documentation fell upon
the shoulders of Andreja Dolenc Vi¢i¢, in addition to
mine many photographs in the field were taken by Car-
men Narobe, the photographer from SAZU. The trench
for understanding the stratigraphy of the prehistoric lay-
ers and the first evaluation of earlier material was done
by Janez Dular with his team, who as the then head of the
Institute of Archaeology contributed in many ways that
we were able to successfully finish the demanding work.
The then students of archaeology Jana Horvat and Eva
Kocuvan distinguished themselves in their work through
diligence and commitment. Finally, I have to mention
the late JoZe Borstnik, an inn-keeper from Krka, who in
various ways helped the organisation of our dwelling and
work, as well as the locals from Mali and Veliki Korinj,
who diligently did the digging.

To all the above and others who in various ways
enabled the success of the first research project at Ko-
rinjski hrib my sincere thanks for the execution of this
hard work done in such a short time!

The publication of the excavations is late for several
reasons. First, new discoveries of late antique hilltop
settlements boomed in the 1980s and 1990s and thus
regular research of numerous, previously unrecognised
settlements slowed down the work on publication
(hereby I have in mind primarily the extensive research
at Tonovcov grad near Kobarid). The second and more
important reason is the fact that in the time after the
excavations at Korinjski hrib numerous similar posts
were discovered in the wider area of Illyricum, especially
at the eastern Adriatic coast. If I wanted to interpret
in detail the specific outpost of Korinjski hrib, which
typologically deviates from settlements known until



PREDGOVOR

FOREWORD

Milavec, skupaj smo objavili Ze kompleksno sistema-
ti¢no izkopavanje na Tonovcovem gradu pri Kobaridu.
Sodelavki sta se s poglobljenim znanjem in stalnim
izpopolnjevanjem lotili podrobnejse obdelave drobnega
gradiva, kar daje delu dodatno vrednost in je pripomoglo
k razresitvi $tevilnih vprasanj. Poznoanti¢no drobno gra-
divo se je prav zaradi razmaha poznoanti¢nih raziskav
v zadnjih desetletjih izredno pomnozilo, zato njegovo
obvladovanje zahteva odli¢en pregled starih ter tudi
$tevilnih novih najdis¢ in dokaj specifi¢na znanja. Hkrati
je Zvezdana Modrijan skupaj z Dragutinom Valohom
in Matejo Belak prevzela nase breme priprave tehni¢ne
dokumentacije, kar je omogoc¢ilo kvalitetno predstavi-
tev najdisca. Risanje gradiva so opravile Dragica Knific
Lunder, Larisa Skaleri¢ in Tamara Korosec. Tako je
lahko monografija, sicer s precej$njim zamikom, ki pa
je razumevanju in interpretaciji utrdbe na Korinjskem
hribu zelo koristil, vendarle predstavljena strokovni
javnosti in bo - tako upam - pomenila izhodisce za
boljse poznavanje specifi¢nega tipa visinskih postojank
v zadnjem obdobju anti¢ne civilizacije.

Ljubljana, spomladi 2019 Slavko Ciglenecki
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then in the eastern-Alpine region, it was necessary to
acquaint myself better or at least to review all the newly
discovered or recognised posts which demanded a lot of
time and effort. A better understanding of the character
and placement of forts, which are greatly dependent on
thelocal field conditions, can be acquired solely through
autopsy, which meant numerous rounds of frequently
difficult-to-access posts in the great part of Illyricum.

An additional impulse was given to the preparation
of the monograph when we joined forces with Zvezdana
Modrijan and Tina Milavec, with whom we had already
published complex systematic excavations of Tonovcov
grad near Kobarid. The two colleagues, armed with in-
depth knowledge and continuous training, ventured to
discuss in detail the small finds, which provides the work
with added value and has contributed to the resolving
of numerous problems. Due to the boom in late antique
research in recent decades, late antique small finds have
multiplied severely and thus its mastering demands an
excellent overview of old and numerous new sites as
well as quite specific knowledge. Together with Dragutin
Valoh and Mateja Belak, Zvezdana Modrijan took over
the burden of preparing technical documentation which
enabled a quality presentation of the site. The drawing
was done by Dragica Knific Lunder, Larisa Skaleri¢ and
Tamara Korosec.

Hence, the monograph, albeit with considerable
delay but which brought several benefits for the under-
standing and interpretation of the fort at Korinjski hrib,
is now presented to the expert public and will - T hope -
present a starting point for the better understanding
of the specific type of hilltop posts in the last period of

Roman civilisation.

Ljubljana, spring 2019 Slavko Ciglenecki
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GEOGRAFSKI ORIS / GEOGRAPHICAL OUTLINE

Tina MILAVEC

Vzpetina Korinjski hrib (728 metrov n. m.) lezi
severno od vasi Mali in Veliki Korinj v ob¢ini Ivanéna
Gorica v zahodnem delu Suhe krajine (sl 1.1). To je
moc¢no kraska pokrajina na obeh straneh doline zgornje
Krke z malo povr$inskimi vodami. Izraziti kraski svet se
razteza na zahodu do Dobrepolja in Male gore, na severu
do izvira Krke ter na vzhodu do Temenigke doline. Na
jugu se zakljuci pri Soteski oziroma pri vznozju Kocev-
skega roga. Podnebje je zmerno celinsko, podlaga pa
je sestavljena ve¢inoma iz apnencev in nekaj dolomita.
Glavno rastje v Suhi krajini so gabrovi, brezovi in bukovi
gozdovi. Dolina reke Krke predstavlja glavno prometno
povezavo tega prostora (Gabrovec 1998; Dular et al.
1995, 91).

Reka Krka na mestih mesanja s pritoki ali izviri
iz dolomitnih predelov tvori lehnjakove pragove. Ob
zgornji Krki najdemo lehnjak na $tirih predelih med
Marinc¢o vasjo in Zagradcem (Gabrovec 1998, 476).

The hill of Korinjski hrib (728m asl) is situated
north of the villages Mali and Veliki Korinj, in the
municipality of Ivan¢na Gorica, in the western part of
Suha Krajina (Fig. 1.1). This region has a strong karst
character on both sides of the Upper Krka Valley with
little surface water. The distinctly karstic world stretches
to Dobrepolje and Mala gora in the west, to the spring
of the Krka in the north, and to the Temenica Valley in
the east. In the south, it ends at Soteska or at the foot
of Kocevski Rog. The climate is moderate continental,
while the ground is mostly composed of limestones and
some dolomite. The main vegetation in Suha krajina is
represented by hornbeam, birch, and beech forests. The
valley of the Krka River is the main traffic connection of
this area (Gabrovec 1998; Dular et al. 1995, 91).

In places where it mixes with its affluents or springs
from dolomite parts, the Krka River forms tufa thresh-
olds. Along the upper Krka tufa is found in four areas,

SI. 1.1: Karta obravnavanega obmodja.
Fig. 1.1: Map of the area under consideration.
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Od tod lahko izvirajo kosi lehnjaka, najdeni v cerkvi in
grobnici na Korinjskem hribu (glej pogl. 2).

Nahajalis¢a pesc¢enjaka najdemo 10 km jugo-
zahodno od Korinjskega hriba med Velikimi Las¢ami
in Zlebi¢em. Na njem nastajajo tudi povrsinski vodotoki
(Topole 1998, 462; Osnovna geoloska karta). Ti skladi
bi lahko bili izvor pes$¢enjaka za izdelavo brusov na
Korinjskem hribu (glej pogl. 3).

Korinjski hrib nima bliznjega izvira ali povrs$inske
vode, naselbina je bila verjetno odvisna od vodnih zbi-
ralnikov. Reka Krka te¢e priblizno 9 km zra¢ne razdalje
proti vzhodu, potok Visnjica pa 8 km proti severovzho-
du. Proti zahodu sta Rasica in Bistrica oddaljeni ve¢
kot 10 km.
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between Marinca vas and Zagradec (Gabrovec 1998,
476). Pieces of tufa, found in the church and tomb at Ko-
rinjski hrib, could originate from here (see Chapter 2).

Deposits of sandstone can be found 10km south-
west of Korinjski hrib, from Velike Lasce to Zlebi¢, on
which surface watercourses also appear (Topole 1998,
462; Osnovna geoloska karta). These layers could be the
origin of sandstone for the manufacturing of whetstones
at Korinjski hrib (see Chapter 3).

Korinjski hrib does not have a nearby spring or
surface water, thus the settlement had to be dependent
on water reservoirs. The River Krka runs approximately
9km of air distance towards the east, and the Vi$njica
8km towards the north-east. Towards the west are the
Rasica and Bistrica more than 10km away.
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Slavko CIGLENECKI

Najdis¢a z obmocja okoli Velikega Korinja so se v
arheoloski literaturi pojavila dokaj zgodaj. Sre¢no na-
klju¢je je naneslo, da je bil v gozdu pod vrhom hriba Ze
okoli leta 1871 najden depo bronastih predmetov (Sasel
1975, 235). Kmalu zatem je bil v rusevinah cerkvice sv.
Jurija odkrit vzidan rimski nagrobnik veterana Blanda
(Blandus) (AI] 227 = CILTII1 10791; Sagel 1975; Lovenjak
1998, 139-141; glej pogl. 14).

Utrjeno visinsko naselbino, ki je predmet te mo-
nografije, je leta 1886 izsledil sloviti starinokop Jernej
Pe¢nik. Prvi¢ jo omenja ze leta 1890, ko ugotavlja, da je
bilo pri Velikem Korenu zelo imenitno gradi$¢e (Pe¢nik
1890, 381). Nekaj kasneje, leta 1894, jo je podrobneje in
slikovito predstavil in ji med vsemi najdis¢i na Kranj-
skem, ki jih je dobro poznal, odmeril najpomembnejse
mesto (Pe¢nik 1894, 11). Med drugim pravi: “Sicer ne
veliko, toda velezanimivo je gradisce na Velikem Korenu
v krski fari v Suhi krajini. Nasipa ni nobenega; pa ga tudi
zaradi strmega sveta ni bilo treba. Na vrhu je Se precej
velik prostor in na njem so v zemlji izkopane luknje, ki so
bile na okroglo obzidane najbrz v rimskem casu, a ne od
Rimljanov. To so bila bivali$éa ljudstev, katera so Rimljani
podjarmili.” (Pe¢nik 1894, 11) Neugnani starinoslovec
je na hribu pravilno zaslutil staroselce, kar je podkrepil
z omembo v rokopisu, da so “Kelti prebivali v jamah,
ki so jih izkopali. Ko so Rimljani Kelte podjarmili, so
ti jame zazidali. Take zazidane jame so $e sedaj vidne”.
(Pe¢nik 1894, 11 in 14)

V rokopisnem pregledu arheoloskih najdi$¢ Visnje
Gore in Loza je ponovno poudaril, da je bila na nekem
gri¢u poleg vasi Veliki Koren mo¢na utrjena keltska
naselbina. Kelti naj bi prebivali v jamah, ki so jih potem,
ko so jih podjarmili Rimljani, pozidali (Pe¢nik 1889, 41).

Cez deset let je Pe¢nik ponovno nekoliko obsirneje
pisal o najdis¢u. To pot govori le o “prirodno utrjenem
prazgodovinskem stanovanju”. Ponovno omenja rimski
nagrobnik, ki ga je leta 1885 poslal DeZelnemu muzeju,
in prav tako depo bronastih predmetov, ki so ga odkrili
kmetje v bliznjem gozdu. Pri najdi$¢u na hribu sedaj
omenja ve¢ okroglih trdnjavic, zidov pa naj ne bi bilo
ve¢ (Pe¢nik 1904, 140).

Najdi$¢e omenja tudi Josip Ciperle, vendar povze-
ma na kratko zgolj Pe¢nikov tekst, kjer poudarja, da na
najdis¢u ni opaziti nasipov (Ciperle 1899, 76).

Simon Rutar omenja najdis¢e kot Mackovi vrh nad
Korenom (710 metrov n. m.), kjer naj bi stalo moéno
utrjeno gradi$¢e (Rutar 1899, 47). Ugotavlja $tevilne
¢repinje in okrogle zidove in sprasuje, ali ne gre pri tem

Sites from the area around Veliki Korinj appear fairly
early in archaeological sources. It was a lucky coincidence
that a hoard of bronze objects was found in the forest un-
der the hilltop around 1871 (Sasel 1975, 235). Soon after,
an immured Roman tombstone of the veteran Blandus
was discovered in the ruins of the church of St George
(Sv. Jurij) (AI] 227 = CIL I11 10791; Sagel 1975; Lovenjak
1998, 139-141; see Chapter 14).

In 1886, the fortified hilltop settlement discussed by
this monograph was located by the famous self-learned
excavator Jernej Pe¢nik. He first mentions it in 1890,
when he finds that there was a very prominent hill fort
near Veliki Koren (Pe¢nik 1890, 381). Somewhat later,
in 1894, he presents it in detail and very colourfully and
declares it the most important place among all the sites
in the Kranjska region which he knew very well (Pe¢nik
1894, 11). He states: “Although not big, but highly interest-
ing is the fort at Veliki Koren, in the parish of Krka in Suha
krajina. There is no rampart; there was no need for one due
to the steep terrain. At the top, there is a fairly large space
and holes are dug into it which were circularly walled in
probably in Roman times, but not by the Romans. These
were the dwellings of people the Romans subdued” (Pe¢nik
1894, 11). The irrepressible explorer correctly suspected
autochthonous people at the hill which he supported with
a note in his manuscript saying that “the Celts dwelt in
pits they dug out. When the Romans subdued the Celts,
the latter walled down their pits. Such pits can be seen
even today” (Pe¢nik 1894, 11 and 14).

In a manuscript overview of the archaeological sites
of Visnja gora and Loz he again emphasised that at a hill
near the village of Veliki Koren there was a strongly forti-
fied Celtic settlement. The Celts supposedly lived in pits
which, after being subdued by the Romans, they walled
in (Pe¢nik 1889, 41).

Ten years later, Pe¢nik again wrote about this site
somewhat more extensively. This time he only spoke about
“the naturally fortified prehistoric dwelling”. Once more
he mentioned the Roman tombstone, which in 1885 he
sent to the Regional museum (DeZelni muzej), and the
hoard of bronze items which was discovered by peasants
in a nearby forest. For the site on the hill, he wrote at this
point about several circular small fortresses, while the
walls were supposedly gone (Pe¢nik 1904, 140).

The site is also mentioned by Josip Ciperle, al-
though he only briefly summarises Pe¢nik’s text where
he emphasises that the site has no ramparts (Ciperle
1899, 76).
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morda za hi$ne temelje. Nedvomno si najdi$¢a sam ni
ogledal, sicer ne bi lociral gradi$¢a na sosednji hrib,
prav tako bi kot izku$en arheolog v okroglih zidovih
zlahka prepoznal obrambne stolpe. Zdi se, da se mu je
hrib z arheolosko zanimivim toponimom zdel prava
lokacija, saj je Ze prej ugotavljal, da kraji, kjer raste
rastlina mackovec,! kazejo na potencialna arheoloska
najdisca. Nas ogled Mackovega vrha v ¢asu izkopavanj
na Korinjskem hribu je nedvomno potrdil, da na hribu
ni sledov arheoloskega najdisc¢a, vsi pri Pe¢niku nave-
deni podatki se v celoti nanasajo zgolj na Korinjski hrib.
Rutarjevo lociranje najdi$¢a je zmotno in ga je mogoce
razloziti le z njegovim (pre)velikim nezaupanjem do
Pe¢nikovih podatkov.

Najdis¢e v svojem pregledu arheoloskih najdis¢
znova skopo omenja Fran Orozen (Orozen 1902).

Kljub Pe¢nikovemu navdusujo¢emu zapisu in
veckratnim omembam v strokovni literaturi je najdi-
$¢e kmalu padlo v pozabo in ni zbujalo ve¢ nikakréne
pozornosti. Tako je Jaro Sasel, ki je zbral podatke za to
najdisce pri urejanju temeljne topografske knjige slo-
venske arheologije Arheoloska najdiséa Slovenije, o¢itno
bolj zaupal Rutarjevemu kot Pe¢nikovemu lociranju in
so podatki, ki se nanasajo na Korinjski hrib, uvr$¢eni
pod Mackov vrh (Sasel 1975).

Pe¢nikova navedba pa je napeljala k ogledu najdi-
$¢a mene — prve izkusnje o poznoanti¢ni poselitvi sem
nabiral v ¢asu prvih slovenskih sistemati¢nih izkopavan;
poznoanti¢nih najdis¢ Rifnik (Bolta 1981) in Ajdovski
gradec nad Vranjem (Petru, Ulbert 1975), hkrati pa Ze
prepoznal tudi pomembno poznoanti¢no naselbino
Gradec pri Prapretnem (Ciglenecki 1976). Ob obisku
Korinjskega hriba 10. aprila 1975 sem nabral na povr-
$ini §tevilne Crepinje, v katerih sem ob prazgodovinskih
prepoznal takrat Se zelo slabo poznano grobo kuhinjsko
poznoanti¢no keramiko (Ciglenecki 1977). Ob robu
naselbine sem opazil tudi pri Pe¢niku omenjene “na
okroglo obzidane jame” oziroma “utrdbice” (sl. 1.2),
v katerih je bilo mogoce prepoznati obrambne stolpe,
grajene v podobni zidarski tehniki, ki sem jo poznal Ze
s prej omenjenih poznoanti¢nih najdi$¢. Prvega maja
istega leta sem napravil prvo skico na povrsini dobro
vidnih ostankov stolpov in velike osrednje stavbe, v
kateri pa sem v zacetku domneval zgradbo poveljnika
utrdbe. Kmalu zatem (14.-16. oktobra 1977) sem or-
ganiziral ob finan¢ni podpori Instituta za arheologijo
SAZU izdelavo prvega geodetskega posnetka utrdbe
(hrani ZRC SAZU, Indtitut za arheologijo), kjer smo

! Ni povsem jasno, za katero rastlino gre. Po Freyerjevem
Seznamu slovanskih rastlinskih imen (Freyer 1836; Praprotnik
2007) se to ime uporablja za vrsto Ononis spinosa (navadni
gladez), ki pogosto raste na son¢nih, suhih mestih, pa tudi za
vrsto vrbe iva (Salix caprea), ki raste v svetlih gozdovih, med
grmovjem in na posekah in je tudi pogosta. Za pomo¢ pri
identifikaciji se zahvaljujem Igorju Dakskoblerju (ZRC SAZU,
Bioloski institut Jovana HadZija) in Nadi Praprotnik.

Simon Rutar discusses the site under the name of
Mackovi vrh above Koren (710m asl), where there was
supposed to be a strongly fortified fort (Rutar 1899, 47).
He determines numerous shards and circular walls and
wonders whether these could be foundations of houses.
Undoubtedly, he never actually visited the site himself,
since otherwise he would not have located the fort to
the neighbouring hill; furthermore, as an experienced
archaeologist he would have recognised defence towers in
circular walls. It seems that for him the hill with archaeo-
logically interesting toponym (Mackov vrh from the plant
“mackovec”), was the right location since he discussed in
his prior writings that places which are overgrown with
the plant called “mackovec” indicate potential archaeo-
logical sites'. Our examination of Mackovi vrh in the
time of excavations at Korinjski hrib confirmed without
a doubt that there are no traces of an archaeological site
at the hill, and that at the very least data written by Pe¢nik
completely refer solely to Korinjski hrib. Rutar’s location
of the site is erroneous and can be explained only by his
(too) big distrust of Pe¢niK’s data.

The site is briefly mentioned again in Fran Orozen’s
overview of archaeological sites (Orozen 1902).

Despite Pe¢nik’s enthusiastic records and several
mentions in expert literature, the site soon sank into
oblivion and no longer raised any attention at all. Thus,
Jaro Sasel, who collected data for this site while editing
the fundamental topographic book of Slovenian archae-
ology Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije, obviously trusted
Rutar’s more than Pe¢nik’s location and therefore data
pertaining to Korinjski hrib are assigned under Mackov
vrh (Sasel 1975).

On the other hand, Pe¢niK’s record led me to inspect
the site. I was getting my first experience regarding the
late antique settlement at the time of the first Slovenian
systematic excavations of late antique sites of Rifnik (Bolta
1981) and Ajdovski gradec above Vranje (Petru, Ulbert
1975), and at the same time managed to recognise the im-
portant late antique settlement of Gradec near Prapretno,
too (Ciglenecki 1976). Upon my visit to Korinjski hrib on
10 April 1975 I collected numerous sherds on the surface
in which, along with the prehistoric ones, I also managed
to discern the then very poorly known late antique coarse
pottery (Ciglenecki 1977). At the edge of the settlement, I
also noticed “circularly walled-in pits” or “small fortresses”
mentioned by Pe¢nik (Fig. 1.2), in which defence towers

1t is not completely clear which plant this is. According
to Freyers Seznam slovanskih rastlinskih imen (Freyer
1836), this name is used for the species Ononis spinosa (spiny
restharrow), which frequently grows in sunny, dry places, but
also the species of goat willow (Salix caprea), which grows in
bright forests, among the bushes, and in clearings and is also
very common. For the help with the identification I would
like to thank Igor Dakskobler (ZRC SAZU, Bioloski institut
Jovana Hadzija / Jovan Hadzi Institute of Biology) and Nada
Praprotnik.
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S 1.2: Obmoéje cerkve pred izkopavanjem.
Fig. 1.2: The area of the church prior to the excavations.

za izvedbo meritev morali temeljito o¢istiti podrastje,
hkrati pa opravil sistemati¢ne povrsinske oglede najdisc¢a
in najblizje okolice.?

V prvem poskusu tipoloske raz¢lenitve poznoantic-
nih utrdb v Sloveniji sem Korinjski hrib zgolj na osnovi
povrsinskih opazanj in pridobljene keramike uvrstil med
vedje poznoanti¢ne vojaske postojanke, predvsem zara-
di enostavne, zgolj na obrambo osredotocene tlorisne
zasnove, strateske lege in blizine poznorimskih zapor
pri Robu (Ciglenecki 1979, 460). Pomembno mesto, ki
sem ga postojanki pripisal, je razvidno tudi iz dejstva,
da sem zanj lahko prilozil Ze prvi geodetski posnetek
najdis¢a z vrisanimi ostanki na povr$ini vidnih pozno-
anti¢nih rusevin. Najdis¢e sem vkljucil v srednjero¢ni
nacrt raziskovanj pri Arheoloskem drustvu Slovenije, v
okviru katerega so se takrat delila sredstva za znanstveno
raziskovanje, kar je omogocilo prva sondiranja v letu
1982. Raziskave v obliki sond in izkop najvisje lezecega
in delno z izkopi ze poskodovanega stolpa (Pe¢nikov
izkop?; danes stolp 1) so bili opravljeni v ¢asu od 20. do
22.junija in od 18. oktobra do 7. novembra 1982.

OD sondiranjih leta 1982 je najdisc¢e obiskala ko-
misija Slovenskega arheoloskega drustva (predsednik
Peter Petru, pristojni konservator Marijan Slabe in

2 Cis¢enje zelo poraicene notranjosti najdis¢a in meritve
sva opravila z geodetom Igorjem Habjanom.

could be recognised constructed in a building technique
similar to that I had seen in other above-mentioned late
antique sites. On 1 May of the same year, I drew the first
sketch of tower remains, well visible on the surface, and of
a big central building, which I initially assumed to be the
building of a fort commander. Soon after (14-16/10/1977)
I organised, with the financial support of the Institute of
Archaeology, the production of the first land survey plan
of the fort (kept by ZRC SAZU, Intitut za arheologijo /
Institute of Archaeology). For the needs of the measure-
ment, we had to thoroughly clear away the shrubs and I
carried out systematic surface examinations of the site
and its nearest surroundings at the same time.?

In the first attempt to typologically analyse late an-
tique settlements in Slovenia, I assigned Korinjski hrib
solely on the basis of surface observations and pottery
collected among the bigger late antique military posts,
primarily due to the simple—only on the defence—fo-
cused ground plan, strategic position, and the vicinity of
late antique barrier at Rob (Ciglenecki 1979, 460). The
important place [ ascribed to the post is also clear from the
fact that I was able to append the first ground plan of the
site with the drawn remains of late antique ruins visible

2 I carried out the cleaning of the very overgrown interior
of the site and measurements together with the surveyor Igor
Habjan.
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SL 1.3: Del arheoloske ekipe pri risanju stolpa 1.
Fig. 1.3: Part of the archeology team in drawing Tower 1.

Ljudmila Plesnic¢ar Gec), ki so se jim zdeli s sondami
pridobljeni rezultati tako spodbudni, da so predlagali
nadaljevanje akcije v letu 1983, s katero naj bi raz-
iskali vso na povrsini vidno zidano arhitekturo (torej
$tiri stolpe in osrednji objekt, v katerem smo takrat Se
domnevali poveljnisko zgradbo). Izkopavanja v letu
1983 so bila zato usmerjena v izkop na povrs$ini dobro
vidnih ostankov stolpov, pri katerih so bili ponekod
zidovi izpostavljeni vremenskim neprilikam. Raziskave
so bile vklju¢ene v raziskovalni projekt Poznoanticne
zapore Slovenije, ki ga je vodil Narodni muzej Slovenije.
Delo je bilo treba opraviti v eni sezoni, saj so bila na
voljo le sredstva, ki so bila sicer namenjena raziskavam
Ajdovskega gradca nad Vranjem, kjer pa v tistem letu
ni bilo mogoce izkopavati. Glavnina izkopavanj na
Korinjskem hribu je bila zato opravljena med 25. ma-
jem in 28. junijem 1983 (sl 1.3; 1.4), septembra istega
leta pa dokonc¢ana dokumentacija vecine izkopanih
objektov - risanje tlorisov izkopanih struktur in foto-
grafiranje objektov (Ciglenecki 1984; 1985).

V sklopu izkopavanj je sondo na terasi med stol-
poma 1 in 2 opravil Janez Dular (ZRC SAZU, Institut za
arheologijo), da bi pridobil podatke o prazgodovinski
poselitvi hriba (Dular et al. 1995, 91-96; pregledno
Dular, Tecco Hvala 2007, 278, §t. 112).
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on the surface. I included the site in the medium-term
research plan at the Archaeological Society of Slovenia
(Slovensko arheolosko drustvo), within which funds for
scientific research were being distributed at the time,
and which enabled the first trenching in 1982. Research
in the form of trenches and the excavation of the highest
positioned tower partly damaged by excavations (Pe¢niK’s
excavation?; present Tower 1) were carried out between
the 20 and 22 June and again between the 18 October and
7 November 1982.

Upon trenching in 1982, the site was visited by the
commission of the Slovenian Archaeological Society
(president Peter Petru, conservator in charge Marijan
Slabe, and Ljudmila Plesni¢ar Gec) which considered the
results acquired through trenching so encouraging that
they suggested the continuation in 1983, which would
research the entire built architecture visible on the surface
(meaning 4 towers and the central building which at the
time we still assumed to be the commanding headquar-
ters). Excavations in 1983 were thus focused on the exca-
vation of the remains of towers well visible on the surface,
the walls of which were in places exposed to the weather.
The research was included into the Late antique barriers in
Slovenia (Poznoanti¢ne zapore Slovenije) research project,
headed by the National Museum of Slovenia (Narodni
muzej Slovenije). The work had to be done within one
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SI. 1.4: Del arheologke ekipe in domacinov iz Velikega Korinja na vrhu Korinjskega hriba leta 1983.
Fig. 1.4: Part of the archeological team and locals from Veliki Korinj at the top of Korinjski hrib in 1983.

Manjsa sondiranja previsa na juzni strani hriba
kmalu pod vrhom je opravil Mitja Brodar (ZRC SAZU,
Institut za arheologijo). Odkril je nekaj prazgodovin-
skih ¢repinj, zelenih ostankov paleolitskega obdobja
pa ne.

Po opravljenem izkopavanju smo se ob popolnem
pomanjkanju sredstev za konservacijo izkopanih zidanih
objektov skupaj z odgovornim konservatorjem M. Slabe-
tom iz Zavoda za varstvo naravne in kulturne dedis¢ine
Ljubljana odlo¢ili, da najdis¢e zavarujemo tako, da dobro
ohranjene zidove prekrijemo z izolacijskim materialom
in zasujemo z zemljo. Strinjali smo se, da je najdisce
preve¢ oddaljeno od turisti¢nih poti, slabo dostopno in
bi bilo zato vzdrzevanje izkopanih arhitekturnih ostan-
kov mo¢no otezeno, prav tako pa ni bilo mogoce najti
skrbnika eventualno prezentiranih arheologkih ostalin.
Zas¢ita izkopanih objektov je bila opravljena v ¢asu med
20. aprilom in 1. majem 1984.

Po izkopavanjih so se ob¢asno pojavile posamezne
kovinske najdbe, ki so jih izkopali nekateri nepoobla-
$¢eni iskalci z detektorji kovin in najdbe prinesli na
Institut za arheologijo, precej pa jih je uspelo pridobiti
tudi Narodnemu muzeju Slovenije. Te najdbe dopolnju-
jejo podobo materialne kulture na najdi$c¢u, ¢eprav so
nekatere brez natan¢nej$ih najdi$¢nih podatkov (prim.
pri Ciglenecki 1994, t. 9: 5,23; Pflaum 2002, 272).

season, since the only available funds were those intended
for research at Ajdovski gradec above Vranje, but where
it was not possible to excavate that year. Thus, the major-
ity of the excavations at Korinjski hrib was carried out
between 25 May and 28 June, 1983 (Figs. 1.3; 1.4), and in
September of the same year the documentation of most
of the excavated buildings was completed (the drawing of
ground plans of excavated structures and photographing
the objects) (Ciglenecki 1984; 1985).

Within the excavations, the trench on the terrace
between towers 1 and 2 was done by Janez Dular (ZRC
SAZU, Inétitut za arheologijo / Institute of Archaeology)
with the intention to acquire data about the prehistoric
settlement on the hill (Dular et al. 1995, 91-96; an over-
view in Dular, Tecco Hvala 2007, 278, No. 112).

Smaller trenching of an overhang cave at the south
side of the hill, just below the top, was performed by Mitja
Brodar (ZRC SAZU, Inétitut za arheologijo / Institute of
Archaeology). He found a few prehistoric sherds but not
the wanted Palaeolithic period remains.

After the excavation was done and we had absolutely
no funds for the conservation of the dug-out built struc-
tures, we decided with the conservator in charge M. Slabe
from the Institute for the Protection of Cultural Herit-
age of Slovenia to protect the site by covering the well-
preserved walls with the insulation material and burying
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Leta 2014 so $tudentje Oddelka za arheologijo Filo-
zofske fakultete Univerze v Ljubljani pod vodstvom Tine
Milavec in Darje Grosman dokumentirali rusevinske
ostanke cerkve sv. Jurija tik pod utrdbo (glej pogl. 14).

Najdisce se je po preliminarni objavi (Ciglenecki
1977; Ciglenecki 1984) v literaturi hitro uveljavilo,
saj je predstavljalo drugacen koncept poznoanti¢ne
postojanke, kot smo ga spoznali do takrat pri izkopa-
vanjih Rifnika, Ajdovskega gradca nad Vranjem, Ajdne
in Kucarja. V temeljnem pregledu visinskih utrjenih
postojank v vzhodnoalpskem prostoru sem ga datiral v
6. st. in tipolosko opredelil kot znacilno vojasko utrdbo
(Ciglenecki 1987, 112; Ciglenecki 1999, 306; Ciglenecki
2008, 500-501; Ciglenecki 2009, 217). Najdisce je prite-
gnilo veliko pozornost tako v tuji kot domaci literaturi
(prim. pri Bierbrauer 1987, 216, op. 16; Knific 1991,
25-27; Glaser 1997, 81-82; Curta 2001, 168; Pflaum
2002, 273; Bratoz 2015, 46; idr.).

20

them under soil. We agreed that the site was located too
far away from the tourist paths, was poorly accessible,
and thus the maintenance of excavated architectural
remains would be very difficult. It was also not possible
to find a keeper of potentially presented archaeological
remains. The protection of the excavated structures was
done between 20 April and 1 May 1984.

After the excavations, occasionally individual metal
finds would appear dug out by unauthorised seekers with
metal detectors who brought them to the Institute of
Archaeology, while many such finds were also acquired
by the National Museum of Slovenia. These finds supple-
ment the image of material culture at the site, even though
some lack precise findspot data (cf. Ciglenecki 1994, Pl
9: 5, 23; Pflaum 2002, 272).

In 2014, students of the University of Ljubljana, De-
partment of Archaeology (Univerza v Ljubljani, Oddelek
za arheologijo), led by Tina Milavec and Darja Grosman
documented the ruins of the church of St George (Sv.
Jurij) just below the fort (see Chapter 14).

After its preliminary publication (Ciglenecki 1977;
1984) the site was soon well established in archaeological
publications since it presented a different concept of late
antique posts than was known until then from the excava-
tions of Rifnik, Ajdovski gradec above Vranje, Ajdna, and
Kucar. In the fundamental overview of hilltop fortified set-
tlements in the eastern-Alpine territory I dated it to the 6
century and typologically defined it as a characteristic fort
of military character (Ciglenecki 1987, 112; Ciglenecki
1999, 293; Ciglenecki 2008, 500-501; Ciglenecki 2009,
217). The site attracted much attention both in Slovenian
and foreign archaeological literature (cf. Bierbrauer 1987,
216, footnote 16; Knific 1991, 25-27; Glaser 1997, 81-82;
Curta 2001, 168; Pflaum 2002, 273; Bratoz 2015, 46; etc.).
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2. TERENSKI IZVID

2. FIELD REPORT

Zvezdana MODRIJAN, Slavko CIGLENECKI

Korinjski hrib (na zemljevidih oznacen tudi kot
Ciganski hrib) se dviga severno nad vasjo Veliki Korinj
(sl 2.1). Hrib s skalno ravnico na vrhu je visok 728 m,
nad dana$njo vasjo se dviga pribl. 120 m. Na vzhodni
in severovzhodni strani ga omejujejo prepadne skalne
stene. Lazje prehodna so pobo¢ja na severni, zahodni
in juzni strani in tu je bilo v poznoanti¢nem obdobju
postavljenih pet obrambnih stolpov. S stolpi in stenami
zavarovano obmodje je veliko pribl. 180 x 100 m, v
njegovem osrednjem delu pa so lezali ostanki zgodnje-
kr§¢anske cerkve. Za vhod v naselje je bil uporabljen
naravni prehod na severovzhodnem delu, ki poteka med
nekaj metrov visoko naravno skalno steno na severni in
strmino na juzni strani (sl 2.2).

Korinjski hrib (also marked on maps as Ciganski
hrib) slopes north above the village of Veliki Korinj (Fig.
2.1). The hill with the rocky plateau at the top is 728m
high, reaching a height of approximately 120m above the
present-day village. On the eastern and north-eastern
sides, it is bounded by precipitous rock walls. Slopes on
the northern, western, and southern sides are more easily
passable and this is where 5 defence towers were built in
the late antique period. The area protected by towers and
walls measures 180 x 100m, with the remains of an Early
Christian church in its central part. A natural passage in
the north-eastern part was used for the entrance to the
settlement, running between a natural rock wall of a few

SI. 2.1: Pogled na Korinjski hrib z jugozahoda.
Fig. 2.1: View of Korinjski hrib from the south-west.
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sonda / trench
poznoanti¢na cerkev / late antique church
cerkev Sv. Jurija/ Church of St George

grobisce / cemetery

SI. 2.2: Korinjski hrib. Nacrt najdis¢a z vrisanimi objekti in sondami.
Fig. 2.2: Korinjski hrib. Plan of the site with structures and trial trenches.

Raziskave v letih 1982 in 1983 so obsegale izko-
pavanja petih obrambnih stolpov in zgodnjekrs¢anske
cerkve ter sondiranja na razli¢nih mestih v naselbini in
zunaj nje (glej pogl. 1).

Povrsje na vrhu Korinjskega hriba je kragko in izra-
zito neravno, polno $krapelj in vrta¢. Poleg skal geolosko
osnovo sestavlja $e ilovnata plast, ki zapolnjuje prostore
med skalami. Obmo¢je preras¢a gozd. Humusna plast je

metres in height on the northern and a steep slope on the
southern side (Fig. 2.2).

Research in 1982 and 1983 included the excavation
of five defence towers, the Early Christian church, and
trial trenching in various places within and outside the
settlement (see Chapter 1).

The surface at the top of Korinjski hrib is karstic
and extremely uneven, full of limestone pavements and
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izredno tanka, tako da so bili ostanki vecine raziskanih
objektov vidni Ze pred izkopavanji. Najbolje viden je
bil Ze prej delno izkopan stolp 1 (izkopavanja Jerneja
Pe¢nika, glej pogl. 1). Izkopavanja so bila po navodilih
komisije (glej pogl. 1) zato najprej usmerjena v izkop
ze na povrsini vidne arhitekture, to je stolpov 1-4 in
osrednjega objekta na ravnici pod vrhom, ki se je kasneje
izkazal za ostanek zgodnjekr§¢anske cerkve (sl 2.2).

Izkopavanja so potekala na nestratigrafski na¢in z
odstranjevanjem reznjev arbitrarno dolo¢ene debeline,
dokumentirana so bila fotografsko in grafi¢no. Od najdb
so se zbirali vsi makroostanki (keramika, drobne najdbe,
zivalske kosti ...), sejanje ali spiranje se ni izvajalo. Pri
izkopavanjih se je nadzorovano uporabljal tudi detektor
kovin.

Okolica objektov je bila raziskana v $irini pribl.
1 m (odvisno od konfiguracije terena) okrog zidov.
Stolpi in cerkev so bili v notranjosti raziskani do nivoja
hodne povrsine, ¢e ta ni bila ohranjena, pa do geoloske
osnove. Nekateri zidovi stolpov zaradi lege na robu str-
mine in posledi¢no nevarnosti, da se zrusijo, niso bili
popolnoma oci$c¢eni.

Poleg izkopavanj Ze prej na povrsju vidnih stolpov
(stolpi 1-4) in cerkve so potekala tudi sondiranja, ka-
terih namen je bil ugotoviti lokacije morebitnih drugih
obrambnih stolpov, obrambnega obzidja in naselbinskih
struktur med stolpi. S sondiranji je bil odkrit in nato
raziskan $e en stolp (stolp 5), sonde pa so pokazale tudi,
da med stolpi ni bilo obzidja niti zidanih stavb. Prav
tako niti topografski pregled niti sonde niso odkrili
obrambnih struktur na jugovzhodni strani naselbine.

Na najdisc¢u je bilo izkopanih 10 sond (sl. 2.2). Tiste
(sonda 4 in sonda 5), s katerimi so bili locirani obrambni
stolpi, so presle v izkopavanje stolpov.

Ve¢ sond je bilo izkopanih tudi zunaj obmod¢ja na-
selja, da bi ugotovili lokacijo grobisca. To je bilo odkrito
na strmem pobocju na severovzhodni strani hriba (sl.
2.2; pogl. 11).

Dokumentacijo izkopavanj hrani ZRC SAZU, In-
§titut za arheologijo, najdbe pa Narodni muzej Slovenije.

STOLPI

Odkritih in raziskanih je bilo pet stolpov (sl. 2.2).
Nanizani so bili na severnem, zahodnem in juznem
pobo¢ju hriba, v medsebojni razdalji od pribl. 25 (med
stolpoma 4 in 5) do 60 m (med stolpoma 1 in 2). Stolpa
1 in 2 sta bila postavljena na rob strme (do 10 m visoke)
skalne police, stolpi 3 do 5 pa na sicer strmo, vendar
manj nagnjeno pobodje.

Sonde med stolpi so pokazale, da med njimi ni bilo
obzidja, za obrambo je verjetno zadoséal Ze strm teren.

25

sinkholes. In addition to rocks, a natural deposit of loam
fills the space between the rocks. The area is overgrown
by forest. The humus layer is extremely thin, which made
the remains of the majority of researched structures vis-
ible even prior to the excavations. The most clearly seen
was tower 1 that was partly excavated on a prior occasion
(excavations done by Pe¢nik and the trenching in 1982).
Thus, according to the instructions from the Commis-
sion (see Chapter 1), excavations were first directed into
the architecture seen on the surface, i.e. towers 1-4 and
the central structure on the plain below the top, which
later turned out to be the remains of an Early Christian
church (Fig. 2.2).

Excavations were done in a non-stratigraphic man-
ner, with the removal of layers of arbitrarily assigned
thickness, they were documented by photos and draw-
ings. For the finds, all macro remains were collected
(pottery, small finds, animal bones, etc.), while sieving or
wet-sieving was not done. During excavations, the metal
detector was used in a controlled manner.

The surroundings of the structures were researched
in a width of approximately 1m (depending on the terrain
configuration) around the walls. The interior of the towers
and the church were researched to the level of the walk-
ing surface, and if it was not preserved, to the geological
foundation. Some of the tower walls were not completely
cleaned due to their position at the edge of the slope and
consequently the danger of them falling in.

In addition to excavations of towers visible on the
surface (towers 1-4) and the church, trial trenching was
also carried out, the purpose of which was to determine
locations of potential other defence towers, defence walls,
and settlement structures among the towers. Trenching
revealed another tower (tower 5) which was later also
researched, while trial trenches also revealed that there
was no defence wall or built structures between towers.
Furthermore, neither the topographic inspection or trial
trenches discovered any defence structures at the south-
eastern side of the settlement.

A total of 10 trial trenches were excavated at the
site (Fig. 2.2). Those (trenches 4 and 5) which located
the defence towers were transferred to tower excavations.

Several trial trenches were also dug outside the
area of the settlement, in order to find the location of the
cemetery. Finally, it was discovered at the steep hillside
at the north-eastern side of the hill (Fig. 2.2; Chapter 11).

The excavation documentation is kept by the ZRC
SAZU, Institut za arheologijo / Institute of Archaeology,
while the finds are in the National Museum of Slovenia.

TOWERS

5 towers were discovered and researched (Fig. 2.2).
They are strung over the northern, western and southern
slopes of the hill, approximately 25m (between towers 4
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STOLP 1

Stolp 1 je lezal na skalni terasi tako, da je bila ena
njegova stranica (zid 2) postavljena na njen rob, nasproti
lezeca (zid 4) pa naslonjena na pobo¢je (s 2.3; 2.4). Ob
zidu 4 je bil Ze pred izkopavanji narejen vkop, tako da
je bil zid dokaj dobro viden.!

Stolp je zgrajen iz dveh vencev zidov - notranjega
in nanj prizidanega zunanjega (sl. 2.4; 2.5). Venca sta
vedinoma tesno naslonjena drug na drugega, na neka-
terih mestih pa je (verjetno zaradi posedanja terena)
med njima vedja reza. Oba venca sta bila grajena z malto,

! Verjetno gre za ostanek Pe¢nikovega kopanja, glej
pogl. 1.

and 5) to 60m apart (between towers 1 and 2). Towers 1
and 2 were built on the edge of a steep (up to 10m high)
rock shelf, while towers 3 to 5 were erected on a steep but
less inclined slope.

Trial trenches between the towers revealed that there
were no walls between them; the nature of the terrain was
probably enough to defend the settlement.

TOWER 1

Tower 1 was built on a rocky terrace in such a way
that one of its sides (wall 2) was set on its edge, while the
opposite one (wall 4) leaned on the slope (Figs. 2.3; 2.4).

Fig. 2.3: Stolp 1, pogled proti severovzhodu.
Fig. 2.3: Tower 1, view towards the north-east.
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vendar je koli¢ina malte pri notranjem vencu bistveno
vedja kot pri zunanjem. Malta na ve¢ mestih povezuje
venca med sabo.

Notranje mere stolpa so pribl. 3,5 x 2,5 m. V vi$ino
so bili zidovi najbolje ohranj