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tant than global economy or hi-tech complexes for creating
identity. This is the way for creating a link between the po-

wer cult and culture, the next step of developing the Euro-

pean urban civilisation.

Asist. Vesna Petresin, architect, Faculiy of architecture, Univer-
sity in Ljubljana
* e-mail: vesna.petresin@arh.uni-lj.si
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Maja SIMONETI

Children and adolescents in
the physical space!

From a playground for children to a
child friendly city or from measures to

networks

1. Defining the problem 2

Children playing is understood as a spatially defined func-
tion, which can be organised or designed according to stan-
dards, just as car parking for example. However today chil-
dren are being left without playgrounds, most of the planned
playing areas represent the dominant aesthetics of adulis on
the needs of children and on nature (Boching in dr. 1989) or,
as ironically put by Moore, existing children’s playgrounds
are attempts by adulis io control the behaviour of children
(Moore 1989).

Children’s playgrounds, the predecessors of contemporary
ones, appeared in the industrial society. Under conditions of
social differentiation and mass migration to cities, the home
and family, formerly relatively successful providers of space
for play and children, were affected. Streets, squares and ot-
her urban spaces became ever more cluttered with dangers.
Such changes, especially with increased traffic density,
brought about the formation of special spaces intended for
children.

The right of children to play is a basic human right, also
pointed out in the Convention of children’s rights (UNICEF,
UN, 1989). Without the right to vote or possibilities for deci-
sion making, children and adolescents are a dependent po-
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pulation group, that cannot represent their interests in deci-
sion making processes by themselves. Responsibilities for
the living conditions of children and adolescents is comple-
tely in the domain of adults.

Children and adolescents are population groups with needs
that correspond fo spatial organisation and adaptations. Typi-
cally, from the viewpoint of the individual, these needs are
transitory, while in conjunction with the needs of other popu-
lation groups, they are the starting points of spatial arrange-
ments. Today we are witness fo discussions on new types of
enforcement of these needs. The necessity for respecting
these needs everywhere, not only in designated spaces, as
was the case in the past. Generally spatial organisation that
takes into consideration the needs of children and adoles-
cents is friendly to other users as well.

Part of the population, during the transition to adulthood,
even because of inadequate spatial design, transgresses in-
to vandalism and other socially less acceptable types of be-
haviour. In this transition particular individuals are comple-
tely dependent on their parents while a larger part is capab-
le of articulating their spatial design wishes and directly par-
ticipating in spatial development. It seems that one of the
main problems of growing up in urban environments is the
programme void that emerges in the leisure time, beginning
in the senior years of primary school and above all, on com-
pletion of primary education (Ule, Rener, 1998). Classical
child’s play becomes uninteresting, as do school courtyards
and playgrounds. Dedicated concern by adults, monitoring a
child’s programme and socialisation, is usually given to
smaller children, while with older children, concern narrows
down to intervention when problems arise. New social roles
during transition to adulthood have to be learned by children,
and it is inadmissible to leave them alone during this time or
to their piers.

In the field of public children’s playgrounds there was notab-
le deterioration of conditions in the early nineties. The cir-
cumstances were tightly connected to the housing privatisa-
tion, whose consequence was the still ongoing debate on
functional spaces of privatised buildings. First the quantity of
publicly maintained surfaces shrunk. Several years of poor
maintenance, whatever the type of property, have been re-
placed by renewed public care, amongst other for children’s
playgrounds 2. The discussion on the meaning of maintenan-
ce will, in the final consequence, be redirected inio design
and functions of particular surfaces, whatever their owners-
hip. Within its competence in spatial management the local
authority will have to claim their stake, thus enforcing public
interest against the private. At that point the definition of spa-
tial needs of children and adolescenis will be necessary.
Thus this article presents the case of Ljubljana and the cor-
responding discussion.

In spatial planning of the recent past enforcement of spatial
needs of children was done in by negotiated-normative plan-
ning. Although urban planning norms and standards were
never formally adopted, they were used in practice on all le-
vels of planning. The consequence of such an approach is
the fairly large quantity of public children’s playgrounds in
Slovenian towns, now however largely endangered, under
pragmatic urban development conditions. Moreover, the
analysis of conditions in Ljubljana shows, that the specific
field is exceptionally disregarded, especially adolescenis —
older children. The lack of planning and statutory solutions



to problems of spatial needs of children and adolescents has
brought about conditions, whereby above standard residen-
tial conditions correspond only to the quality of interiors, whi-
le the quality of open spaces is measured by the quantity of
parking spaces. The latter means, that the inhabitants are
devoid of other possible uses or offer of open spaces. An in-
teresting development has however started in the field of
housing development where control mechanisms were set
up, with the adopted Ordinance on minimal technical condi-
tions in residential buildings and apartments 4. Thus the first
step in protecting the consumer was taken, but in the field
of open spaces and functional spaces of residential buil-
dings, a lot can siill be achieved. The occurence is siill a far
cry from the case of Stockholm, were a law from 1972 de-
crees the necessity of providing children’s playgrounds on
periaining properties where there are more than two family
apartments (Children’s playgrounds, 1973, pp. 21), a fact
well known to owners of above standard flats.

In present conditions basically representatives of the local
authorities and planning professionals are in trouble, since
they don’t have at their disposal any mechanisms or formu-
lated goals, that could be pursued thus providing proposals
(solutions) friendly to children and adolescents. The charac-
teristics of the population group, its importance as granted
by society, new knowledge on needs for comprehensive ma-
nagement of circumstances, demands for direct participation
of children and adults to meet the circumstances, the public
character of these matters and above all, spatial needs un-
der conditions of prevailing planning practice imply wider
professional involvement.

Physical development in space that meeis needs of chil-
dren and adolescents is inherently a public investment or
an investment in public property. In this sense the problem
in Slovenia is the undefined field of pubic property, the con-
sequence being steady diminishment of spatial potentials
for achieving periaining programmes. To avoid negative
consequences, we will have to gradually adopt an unde-
niable standpoint on public interest against private interest,
whatever the nature of property, a standpoint that is also
the subject of physical planning, as undersioed in the de-
veloped World.

2. The case of Ljubljana

A research on children’s playgrounds has already been com-
pleted (Simoneti 1998). The research was based on a review
of literature, as a wider comparative framework in assessing
conditions of the discussed issue, co-operation with repre-
sentatives of formal and informal parties active in the field of
children's playgrounds and field analyses. Resulis of the re-
search are multi-faceted: beginning with a uniform register
of children’s playgrounds in Ljubljana, followed by a discus-
sion on the concept of the network of surfaces for children
and adolescents in the city and questions on quality of pla-
ying surfaces, with a warning to the central government, that
is, under present planning conditions, obliged to cater to the
spatial needs of children and adolescents and ensure an
adequate level of security and quality.

Today the city has at its disposal a substantial number of chil-
dren's playgrounds 5. Their decay from the early 90s was fol-
lowed by an organised action of renewal and maintenance.
The warning about their dilapidation came from the munici-
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pal Society of friends of the youth, whose members conduc-
ted a detailed research on their state and thus established
conditions for the activities of the local authorities (MZPMS,
1996). Dangerous and dilapidated playground elements were
removed, the rest were renewed. On pariicular siies new ele-
menis were introduced. The present circumsiances show,
that compared to trends in developed environments public
playgrounds are conceptualised modestly, narrowed down fo
the viewpoint of playground elements, devoid of necessary
support in greenery and other landscape design. Even cer-
tain new playgrounds don't provide adequate conditions for
satisfying the needs of children, adolescents and their es-
corts. Places equipped with the newest elements don't provi-
de shadowed or comfortable places for resting or supervising
children at play, there are no public toilets and in certain as-
pects actually distance themselves from public use 8. Above
all the city lacks organised spaces for older children and ado-
lescents. Here the most critical problem is the acceptance of
this population in residential areas, where even playgrounds
for small children disturb the residents, while the idea of ha-
ving basketball courts or in-line skating polygons is practically
impossible, because of expected noise and other comple-
mentary effects of adolescents socialising 7. Older children
and their activities are somehow unwanted in playgrounds for
small children, because of possible disturbances and endan-
gering the latter, but at the same time there is no provision
of spaces for them.

Amongst other the research proved, that the existing play-
grounds aren't sensibly categorised, leading to additional
problems in spatial placements, as well as responsibilities in
their maintenance and care. Not only did the number of ca-
tegorised public children’s playgrounds increase in the last
few years, from the former meagre quantities, the problem is
in the meaning of categorisation as such. As soon as it is
tied to municipal management, it immediately becomes
clear, that public playgrounds have to sensibly spatially di-
stributed and that the number of such playgrounds is auto-
matically tied to available resources. The only understandab-
le fact is, that categorisation according to content or pro-
gramme have to be tied to allocated responsibilities. The in-
terest of the city is to provide an equal distribution of high
quality playing surfaces. Of course another question arises,
what happens to playgrounds not maintained by the city. The
present circumstances of uncontrollable changes to land
use, a result of poor interest by »new« owners of functional
areas and the lack of space in residential areas, is unaccep-
table. To establish a dialogue, clear expert guidelines sup-
ported by concordance from the local authority, have o be
devised and enforcement of public interest made the main-
stay of day-to-day spatial management.

One of the research goals was to establish the ties bet-
ween individuals and institutions, active in the specific field.
Because co-operation in working with children and above
all for children is in certain places a traditional activity (Na-
tional playground federation of England — NPFE, establis-
hed in 1926, International playground association — IPA,
1961), it was made clear, that this aspect should also be
attended to. Even in Slovenia ties between formal and in-
formal activity has a long tradition and was crucial in the
early 90s. However, connections beiween amateurism and
responsible bodies are becoming inadequate under circum-
stances when the city is discussing networks of design and
organisation for meeting spatial needs of children and ado-
lescents. Translation of research findings into urban design
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guidelines for long-term planning demands more political
support and resources, than the presently involved parties
can muster. Employees of the local authority and represen-
tatives of non-governmental organisations are incapable of
affecting changes in urban planning practice, although they
are systematically influencing the raise in level of quality of
playgrounds and providing conditions for life for children
and adolescents in the city.

Circumstances in the specified field compared to past en-
deavour and foreign practice are however unsatisfactory 8.
Declarative inclination towards the specified population
group doesn't provide conditions for building new play-
grounds nor any change or renewal in content of existing
ones. Moreover, under the given circumstances, not even
statutory protection of existing playgrounds was adopted or
adequate supply of these programmes throughout the city
provided, the same applies to considerations on safety of
playground elements or environments or even safety in the
city as such. On one hand we have the open issue of public
children’s playgrounds, corresponding to the issue of func-
tional surfaces and indirectly available resources for estab-
lishing a public stock of playground surfaces in the city. On
the other hand, the topic has been completely removed from
professional interest in the last ten years. This means, that
the needs of children and adolescents haven't been syste-
matically integrated in new plans and reconstructions, as
well as renewal. In view of urban planning standards and
norms events evade the formerly established practice, the
worst problems being the new distribution of power, priority
of interests. The consciousness of planners is under o much
strain from investors to make it an efficient transmitter of
such spatial interests. These conditions of social identifica-
tion of spatial interests or issues make the absence of the
municipal planning authorities interest understandable, but
not acceptable. The provision of sites for public playgrounds
and other conditicns for enforcing spatial needs of children
and adolescents in the city is the first condition needed to
systematically organise programmes of renewal, maintenan-
ce and new development. It has to become part of the long-
term spatial development strategy, that will pave the path of
the local authority in the desired direction of comprehensive
solutions.

3. New children’s playgrounds

Comparison of domestic circumstances with foreign cases
shows certain essential differences in dealing with the needs
of children and adolescents. They are evident in physical de-
sign and especially in connecting individuals concerning with
the children’s benefit. Differences in quality and quantity of
activity, involving representatives of various interests, profes-
sions and positions 9, are surprisingly vast and pose very se-
rious questions for future practice in Slovenia, what can we
achieve without such a mix of participants and when can we
expect such intense co-operation, based on unpayed work
and donations. The offer of playground elements, especially
comprehensive designs of playing surfaces, reach up to uni-
maginable [imits. On one hand this is conditioned by the fact,
that children are an important market niche, richly provided
for in the developed World 10. On the other hand the reason
can be found even in the identification of problems and res-
ponses to them or the possibilities for responsiveness in par-
ticular environments. The levels of dealing with the problem
have been lowered from general care for living conditions of
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children, o detailed aspects of safety, specific development
needs, development of playground equipment, animation in
play, co-operating with children in design and maintenance,
dividing and uniting children at play, up to problems, such as
vandalism or girls in the specific age group of transition to pu-
berty, when they almost completely remove themselves from
active playing in open spaces.

Public children’s playgrounds are and will remain important
spatial arrangements for children. Both the spatial and pro-
gramme aspect are important, meaning the distribution of
playing surfaces in the city and meeting the needs of diffe-
rent age groups. Especially important is the public nature of
these surfaces, meaning unhindered access for all users, not
excluding closing them at night or controlled use, but prohi-
biting commercialisation of these surfaces or segregation for
specific user groups. Simultaneously the contemporary pre-
vailing planning practice enforces the needs of children as a
measure for designing all urban spaces (Stadt fur Kinder,
1992; Grosse-Bachle, 1993). Programme projects, such as
»city to children«, are mastering developed urban environ-
ments and are based on two mutual findings: children live
everywhere and, design that is friendly to children, is also
friendly to other population groups.

New methods of dealing with the issue follows the recogni-
tion, that children spend much more time in cther cpen spa-
ces, rather than playgrounds, that their day-to-day rhythm is
very much intertwined with other urban life and that while
growing up their independence increases, quite the opposite
of their need for contacts with adults.

On the level of harmonising spatial development of cities and
especially the distribution of public programmes, it is therefo-
re necessary to provide conditions for the enforcement of
spatial needs of children and adolescents, be it in special pla-
ces such as playgrounds or in various proposals for desig-
ning public open spaces from the viewpoint of the specific
population, as well as connections to other population groups
and their spatial interests. The former method that drove the
Slovenian practice, when viriual presentations of needed sur-
faces and narrowed down solutions to specific needs or
adapted cases, such as children’s playgrounds, playgrounds
in schools or kindergartens, has been made obsolete. If the
former initiatives for spatial planning stressing the necessity
of environments to be adapted to the needs of children went
unheard, today we have to take a step forward: »/n the urban
design of open residential environments, our goal has io be,
that the open space must be adequately designed even for
children« (children's playgrounds, 1973, pp.15). This appeal
from the 70s is in complete harmony with contemporary fin-
dings. In the last ten years very few new playgrounds were
built in Slovenia, but the circumstances are ripe to recognise
the fact, that the bare provision of children’s playgrounds can-
not provide the wanted quality of the living environment for
one of the special population groups.

In solving problems of spatial needs of children special ai-
tention has io be given to children on the verge of adult-
hood, i.e. between the age of ten and sixteen. The needs of
adolescents with their characteristics differ from basic
needs, that can be provided within the circle of a classical
playground. They have no sympathy for regimented spaces
provided for the play of small children. Their needs are ruled
by the unexpected, places that cannot be totally surveilled
by adults, where they can test their capabilities and sociali-



se with their piers. They are children that are completing
their compulsory education, meaning a serious turning point
in their lives, since it is a stop in systematic social care for
the child’s development or living conditions. Therefore it is
not unusual that so much effort is given to organising condi-
tions for their needs in developed environments. After all,
this is also the population group that is most often involved
in the destruction of playground equipment and park furnitu-
re and also suffers the consequences of the programme void
leading from exclusion from social systems. Experience
shows that small children are socially acceptable, their
needs are generally recognised, while older children, becau-
se of the noisiness and dynamics of their play, are excluded
from residential areas, they are blamed for perpetrating da-
mage to property and a much lower level of their social ac-
ceptance can be recognised.

Examples of involving older children in the design of playing
surfaces and conducting games, together with special arran-

. gements for their needs, prove to be the obviously best way
of solving the problem. The experienced warn, that in the de-
sign of street furniture in open spaces, resilience to destruc-
tion has to be incorporated, thus even playground elements
have to be adapted to the weight and strength of adult users
(Phillips, 1995; Stadigartenamt Wien, 1997). So called »van-
dal proof« equipment is the only good solution for designing
open spaces, it diminishes the costs of maintenance and
above all by diminishing problems in finding the culprits for
damaged equipment also prevents ideas about removing
these pieces, before their destroyed remains would visually
spoil a place. The mentioned relation to vandalism enables
the search for solutions for the active children’s population
and is a responsive adapiation to different needs.

Within the search for different and domestically unknown
ideals, we have to mention at least two more important con-
tents, that should gain in emphasis or care when facilitating
the spatial needs of children and adolescents. In reality the
first is care for children with special needs 11, that remain
within the framework of spatial needs or children’s needs.
Since the 70s there has been a worldwide quest for adap-
ling open spaces for users with special needs. After all, gar-
dens designed or adapted for the use of the blind or with
poor sight, have been known from the times between the
two wars, while environmenis adapted for the functionally di-
sabled are a day-io-day affair of their families. Denying the
needs of small groups of people is therefore a stance, high-
ly unacceptable for a developed society. Moreover, examples
show that adaptations to spaces for the use of different
users enrich open spaces and increase their attraction, thus
creating a bridge for co-existence of various population
groups. The second somewhat special user group, as estab-
lished by European researchers are young girls around the
age of ten, that largely stop actively using open playing sur-
faces (Madchengerechte Spielplatze, 1995). The reasons for
such behaviour can-be found in their development, increa-
sed concern of their parents for their safety and above all
inadequate design of these spaces for their emerging or dif-
ferent needs (Kinder sind Méadchen und Jungen, 1996). The
issue is diminished need for dynamics and increased need
for socialising, quiet games and observing others. For these
uses in open spaces the quality of seating surfaces and
hygiene of open spaces should be increased and quiet pla-
ces with tables provided. All of these features again imply
the growth of quality of open spaces and increased attrac-
tion even for other users.
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Another important topic, driving the efforts for actions in pro-
viding children friendly environments is security. Security is
seen as safe playground equipment, maintained environ-
ment, non-poisonous plants growing next to playgrounds,
conscientious drivers and dog owners and lastly diverse
measures. Whatever the reason for particular accidents whi-
le playing, one can establish, that the best protective mea-
sure diminishing the number of accidents in playgrounds, is
the presence of adulis and children taking care of their own
safety and the safety of others. How do fences, playground
wardens, locking up at night, night lighting and standards for
building and assembling playground equipment promote se-
curity in practice? Simply as important complementary ac-
tions for diminishing danger, but never as a 100 % guaran-
tee for security relieving one of worry.

. What should one pay attention to when designing play-

grounds? The guiding idea should be, that children remem-
ber scary, mysterious, sensitive, special places and events.
Children must have the time and possibility to play. Adults
have to help children, take part in their play. Where is the
great opportunity for children’s playgrounds, promoted loudly
by experts and wanted by children? Together with adults,
children create playing processes even when participating in
the building of a playground. These are rare events of »plea-
sant« interaction between children and adults also giving
children a feeling of usefulness. The basic principle should
be, that playgrounds should offer various possibilities for
children with different capabilities and desires, including the
physically or mentally handicapped. New playgrounds are vi-
sually less attractive and less designed, but demand much
more effort from all involved, to get them started and alive.
The idea is to provide children with a playing, living space,
under the sky. It has been established, that in playgrounds
in nature, children of different sex, age or social background
mix easily, they are more relaxed and inventive, achieving
»difference« is easier as is adapting activities to their capa-
bilities, thus they are in control of the situation and feel good.
Games between children of different ages and role playing
are important. Children do things that they desire, they be-
have as they usually shouldn’t, since they are well aware
that certain things in life are prohibited. Children need equal
beings, even animals and elementary material: water, dirt,
soil, trees, forests. But above all they need the attention of
adults, not necessarily their parents. During play, building
and designing a playground, interesting ties can be achie-
ved. Children can get attached to a gardener, warden, game
animator, mothers that come to playgrounds with prams and
can tell fascinating stories, whatever they choose. Even wit-
hout all these things, children will survive, but we shouldn’t
be surprised, if they never learn certain social lectures, spa-
tial identification and initiative (Guli¢, 1989).

4. The concept of a child friendly
environment network

The proposal for solving existing conditions in Ljubljana and
also within the country is based on findings from literature,
foreign examples and comparisons with the present spatial
circumstances. The proposal is based on the idea of organi-
sing a children friendly environments network, operating as
an organisational and spatial network connecting two impor-
tant factors: human and spatial potentials. The network is
built from connections of different levels of activity whose
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construction can begin immediately, whatever the actual le-
gal constraints, and gradually developed in desired direc-
tions or places. The method of building the network is close
to the nature of the problem itself and to the method recog-

nised as active in more developed environments. [i allows .

activity within the framework of providing public interest, that
is not clearly defined in legal documents or laws on planning
and design, while certain segments are simulianeously dealt
with in system solutions of organised education, health care
and social security. In short, we can establish that wherever
the life and welfare of children and adolescents are concer-
ned, there are numerous and different formally defined acti-
vities, that are also correspondingly vary in distribution of the
share of the population group reached. The goal of the net-
work would be to ensure, that as many contents as possible
would reach all children and adolescents in Slovenia and
their spatial needs. Thus harmonising the field of providing
public playgrounds and spatial facilities for children and ado-
lescents should be transferred to the national level, the net-
work of public schools and kindergartens connected into a
network catering to the spatial needs of children and adoles-
cents, the connections to the Slovenian Society of friends of
the youth strengthened, and as many adults as possible
from different environments involved, also teachers and tu-
tors, who could actively participate with children in the main-
tenance and design of playgrounds.

At first the responsibilities of the government for statutory
solutions for the spatial needs of children have to be stres-
sed. Only the central government can, through the planning
imperative, delegate responsibilities to governing bodies and
establish a control system for securing the provision of this
public spatial activity. Statutory solutions for meeting the
spatial needs of children and adolescents ensure the speci-
fic spatial use achieved in open public spaces. The question,
whether solutions are achieved by norms and urban design
standards or compulsory suggestions needs more discus-
sion, -although globally normative planning of playgrounds is
being replaced by responsive planning, meeting needs and
interests. Nevertheless, the government is not relieved from
the responsibility of providing conditions for planning new
playgrounds, in the existing urban tissue as in new develop-
ment. In this context, the question of safety of suriaces, de-
sign and above all playground equipment, has o be solved
as well. The government has to ensure conditions for the im-
port of equipment, production of domestic equipment, mee-
ting the highest possible standards of safety.

Within these conditions, a spatial and organisation network
can gradually evolve, based on wide recognizability of prob-
lems and raised level of consciousness of responsible
adults. Such a campaign should probably be run by the go-
vernment. Concerning safety and »belonging«, a lot can be
achieved by an informed public, treating children and ado-
lescents as their own. This position demands responsible ac-
tions by adults reaching inio the very sensitive areas of in-
tervening in another person, it is not easy, but in a civilised
environment it is the only possible one. Care for other peo-
ple begins, when we help an unknown child from a swing,
continues with a warning to another, not to throw papers on
the ground and help an elderly person cross the street.

The mentioned umbrella condition will simplify actions in
particular environments and above all ensure even distribu-
tion of spatial use, also preventing the common practice of
neglecting the spatial needs of children and adolescents. In
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particular environments, depending on the inherited organi-
sation structure, different resulis can be expecied.

Based on the research work in Ljubljana will take place in a
number of steps. The first is the creation of a uniform regi-
ster of public children’s playgrounds, following two goals: to
present spatial coverage with public children’s playgrounds
and in conjunction, to define issues of maintenance and de-
sign. The brunt of the problem is hidden in the relationship
between property rights and public functions. Ideals show,
that property and land use don't necessarily coincide, be-
cause regulating land use is a public matter in the domain
of the community and not the individual, owner. In Slovenian
planning practice, the latier as been forgotten, while local
authorities and professionals aren't trying very hard io over-
turn such understanding. However, the activity of providing
public children’s playgrounds is one of the pubic matiers,
that the municipality should be obliged to attend to, even on
privately owned property, thus ensuring even distribution of
specific offer. Changes in land use are the subject of local
government decisions and not land owners.

In the second phase an analysis of the urban condition is
anticipated. Based on statistical data and coverage with pla-
ying surfaces, as well as recognised, identified needs, provi-
de the background for a concept of the spatial network. The
concept should include semi-public surfaces adjacent to
schools and kindergartens, possible generators of quality
and professional guidance. The main goal however is to en-
sure even distribution throughout the city with designs of dif-
ferent quality. The text following the spatial concept of the
system of public surfaces for children and adelescents, des-
cribes the concept and presents possible ways of enforcing
spatial regimes set out in the municipal spatial plan for cate-
ring to spatial needs of children and adolescents. The pur-
pose of the concept is to enforce a kind of system, that has
a spatial and a programme part, including spatial and formal
frameworks for consistent ensuring of needs being met for
specific population groups in the city. In ideal conditions the
text would include methods of financing, tax benefits, res-
ponsibilities of owners, individuals and managers of residen-
tial buildings and stimulation measures. It would provide the
rights and obligations of the municipality, invesiors and users
of city space. :

Of course we suggested to the local authority the organisa-
tion of a working group for children’s playgrounds, where
municipal employees and interested citizens could meet and
co-ordinate activities. Such a working group already exists
in Ljubljana so it will not be difficult to widen the circle of in-
terested individuals, according to professional inclination or
beliefs. The first who should join are the presently comple-
tely absent urban designers. The issue of legitimisation of
the problem of children’s playgrounds and general conditions
for the welfare of children and adolescents in the city has al-
ready been addressed by the working group. The creation of
a register of playgrounds, a working tool for their maintenan-
ce and design, including responsible bodies of the local aut-
hority and owners, with a data base for planning, renewal
and redesign, is an ongoing project.

By paying respect to certain general principles of activity
and in connection with other domestic and foreign environ-
ments in Slovenia and Ljubljana, we could in a very short
time, achieve visible and above all useful results. The neces-
sary condition and development trend are inter-connecied



levels: particular professional agencies, the interested pub-
lic, playgrounds tied into a network of playing surfaces, con-
necting institutional playgrounds (schoolyards and kindergar-
tens) into the network, tying programmes for children into ot-
her recreational and leisure activities for the inhabitants, all
of which are qualitative and quantitative supplements of the
network.

Maja Simoneti, M.Sc., landscape architect, Ljubljanski urbani-
sti¢ni zavod d.d.

Notes

1

The expressions children and adolescents used in the text
emphasise the fact that the subject is the whole dependent,
growing-up population. Research has shown that the needs
of older children (approx. between ten and sixteen) are often
completely and unjustifiably neglected.

The article is the result of research and informal endeavours
(Simoneti, 1999; éuklje, Simoneti, Vahtar, 1998) in enforce-
ment of the needs of children and adolescents in Slovenian
space and society.

In Ljubljana for example the number of public children’s play-
grounds managed by the Municipal department of pre-school
education is annually increasing.

Henceforth even non-owners will be able to build. Kriznik, B.,
Delo 24. 5, 2000,

In the list, collected from various registers for the research
project, 200 sites were selected.

Such an example is the steam engine train in the Tivoli play-
ground. The acceptability of a programme, that demands
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payment is questionable in a public playground, because it
leads to unnecessary differentiation between children; since
it happens in such a high quality and rich place, makes it
even worse.

The article Questionable playgrounds (Delo, May 2000) infor-
med us about the first examples of issued decrees by natio-
nal planning inspectors, for the removal of particular ele-
ments of playgrounds standing in front of residential buildings
in Ljubljana.

The research showed that the field is losing in presence, not
only in the execution sense of planning and design proper,
but also in research. Expert attention is regulated by events
in development practice.

The network of civil initiative of non-government organisa-
tions in the developed World is growing in density and is ob-
viously the only method of connecting this public interest with
activity in practice. Problem oriented, narrowed down organi-
sations are appearing, that are connected on municipal, na-
tional and international levels.

Last, but not least is the fact, that in many countries various
consumer protection organisations have, within the frame-
work of their activities, dealt with different aspecis of impro-
ving conditions in children's playgrounds or play.

When using the phrase »special needs« | explicitly expres-
sed, that they are the needs, that are a part of general
needs and shouldn’t imply the exclusion of parts of the po-
pulation. The main intention of dealing with these needs is
to emphasise their necessary inclusion in everyday needs of
everyday life.

For literalure and sources turn fo page 60
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