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A N 

A N S W E R 

T O 

M r . G E O R G E D I X O N , 

L A T E C O M M A N D E R OF T H E Q U E E N C H A R L O T T E , & * ; 

S i R , 

Y O U have t h o u g h t proper to p u b l i f h a L e t t e r to m e , conta ining remarks o n 

the Voyages w h i c h I have lately offered to m y c o u n t r y . It becomes m e , 

therefore, to return an anfwer to t h e m , that m y filence m a y not be interpreted 

as an acquiefcence i n the f o l l y o f y o u r obfervations, and the falfehood o f y o u r 

affert ions.—It is a duty I owe to the p u b l i c , — a n d I f u l f i l i t . 

I n a w o r k , ent i t led, A V o y a g e r o u n d the W o r l d , by C a p t a i n George D i x o n , — 

and w h i c h is dedicated to fuch a refpectable character as Sir J o f e p h B a n k s , b y 

the fame George D i x o n ; w h o , in the dedication o f the V o l u m e , reprefents h i m f e l f 

as the A u t h o r , — i n this p u b l i c a t i o n , i t is afferted, that the diforders w i t h w h i c h 

m y crew were afflicted i n P r i n c e W i l l i a m ' s S o u n d , arofe, i n a great meafure, f r o m 

an uncontrouled ufe of fpirituous l iquors ; I h a d , therefore, an undoubted r i g h t to 



prefume the falfehood was o f y o u r fabrication. T h e c a l u m n y w h i c h was propaga­

ted in p r i n t , w h e n I was engaged i n a dif lant and hazardous navigat ion, f r o m 

whence I m i g h t never have returned to contradict i t , {truck at m y character as a 

failor and as a m a n . It i m p l i e d that I was ignorant o f m y profef f ion,—inattent ive 

to the objects o f the voyage,—carelefs o f the lives o f m y c r e w , — a n d even 

regardlefs o f m y o w n . Y o u , however, feem tp be very g lad to fhift the charge 

f r o m yourfel f , and leave M r . Kercs ford, w h o was fupercargo o f the Queen C h a r ­

lot te , and w h o now appears as the author o f the book, to anfwer for the f a l f i -

hoods o f i t . T h e paflage is as f o l l o w s : 

Page 157 of Dixon \ Voyage. 

" It was C a p t a i n Mcares ' s intention to have completed his voyage in twelve 

" m o n t h s ; but the froft fett ing i n fooner than they expected, had unavoidably 

u detained t h e m i n the Sound d u r i n g the winter . T h e great lofs they fuftained 

" by ficknefs has already been related: unfortunate ly , w h e n the remaining part 

" of C a p t a i n Meares*s crew were weak and enfeebled to the laft degree, they 

** were greatly diftreffed for f u e l ; and, for fome t ime, it was w i t h the greateft 

" d i f f icul ty that they got w o o d on board for their dai ly ufe. 

" O n our e n q u i r y w h e t h e r the f c u r v y , unattended w i t h any other c o m p l a i n t , 

" had made fuch fatal havoc amongft the people belonging to the N o o t k a , w c 

" were i n f o r m e d , that a free, unreftrained ufe of fpirits had been i n d i f c r i m i n a t e l y 

** a l lowed t h e m d u r i n g the extreme cold weather, w h i c h they had drank to fuch 

" excefs about C h r i f t m a s , that numbers o f them kept their h a m m o c k s for a fort-

" n i g h t together: add to t h i s , their l i q u o r was of a very pernicious k i n d ; fo 

«' that there is reafon to fuppofe its effects, when drank to fuch an extreme, 

•« were not lefs fatal than the fcurvy itfelf. A d m i t t i n g this to be the cafe, i t 

*t* was furely i l l - judged i n C a p t a i n Meares to fuffer fuch h u r t t u l excedes amongft 

•« his people ; and I am afraid that a fcanty fupply o f the various antifcorbutics 

" abfolutely neceffary for thefe voyages, put it out o f their power to check this 

" cruel diforder, fo often fatal to fea-faring people." 

W i t h o u t 



W i t h o u t m a k i n g any obfervation upon the a r t f u l , infidious and indecifive 

manner in w h i c h m y name is here introduced, in order to fix a c r i m i n a l conducl: 

upon me, I (hall proceed to declare, that the ficknefs o f m y crew arofe, as I 

have defcribed in the account of m y voyage, f rom that extreme c o l d , w h i c h a l l 

the f i res we could make , and a l l the means o f protection we could e m p l o y , were 

not able to moderate, fo as to prevent the cruel effects it had, more or lefs, u p o n 

us a l l . I n P o l a n d , R i u f i a , and other northern countries, the fcurvy is k n o w n to 

prevail w i t h great fevcrity, where every aid o f medicine and regimen is to be 

ealily obtained. T h a t We, therefore, fhould fuffer the mof l diftref img afflictions 

o f this difeafe, w h o were deflitute o f frefli provif ions, vegetable productions, and 

every other means o f a l leviat ing appl icat ion, is fo natural a confequence o f our 

fituation, that the moft eager malevolence alone, could l i f len to and adopt any 

other. So far f r o m a l l o w i n g a promifcuous and indifcr imiuate ufe o f fpirits , I 

do af f irm, that no more than h a l f a p int a day per m a n was a l lowed, w h i c h was 

diftfibuted by the purfer, h a l f i n its raw irate, and the other h a l f in water ; and, 

as the people fel l f ick, this al lowance was inftantly d i icont inued. 1 am ready to 

acknowledge, that the fpirits on board the N o o t k a were o f B e n g a l manufacture, 

and very inferior to thofe of the W e f t Indies; but this circumftance relates to 

the imperfect nature of our equipment f rom an O r i e n t a l port , and has n o t h i n g to 

do w i t h the falfe and malignant charge that y o u made, or, w h i c h is the fame 

t i l i n g , permitted to be made againft mc. 

R E M A R K T H E S E C O N D . 

A N accidental inaccuracy o f cxprc f i ion , w h i c h arofe f r o m the hafle w i t h 

w h i c h m y Voyages were prepared to meet the circumftances o f the m o m e n t , 

has enabled y o u to make out a quibble that, to fuperficial readers, may wear 

the appearance of an argument . T h e note, page 2 0 1 , o f m y book, w h i c h 

B 2 f l ings 



ftiiigs y o u fo deeply, m o i l certa inly implies that y o u had already been to C h i n a ; 

b u t the error is o f no confequence to the charge I made, and ftill m a k e , againft 

y o u : for the queftion is not, whether y o u were g o i n g to C h i n a for the firft or the 

fecond t ime \ — b u t w h e t h e r y o u d id not poffefs fuch an abundance o f ftores, as 

to afford a m u c h more effectual affiftance than y o u gave to the diftreffed crew o f 

a fhip i n the fervice o f the fame owners w i t h y o u r f e l f ! — I have afferted y o u 

d i d not ; and I continue to affert i t . — I fhal l ftate the offenfive note i n the 

f o r m I am very w i l l i n g to a l l o w i t ought to have appeared, and i n w h i c h it f h a l l 

appear hereafter. 

" O n e n q u i r i n g o f C a p t a i n D u n c a n concerning his diftreffed condi t ion, he 

" to ld me that he had met C a p t a i n D i x o n i n the Queen C h a r l o t t e ; and 

'* t h o u g h that fhip was proceeding to China, and abundantly f locked w i t h every 

" t h i n g ; — a n d even though fhe belonged to the fame owners w i t h the Princefs 

" Royal, the provident commander t h o u g h t it m u c h better to carry alibis 

" fores to China, than to fpare any o f t h e m to the latter veflel , t h o u g h they 

** w o u l d have been fo great an a l lev iat ion to the hardfhips o f her voyage*.'* 

T h a t y o u fuppl ied the Captains D u n c a n and C o l n e t t , i n their diftrefs, w i t h 

one puncheon o f molafles, fome S a n d w i c h Ifland p o r k , articles o f trade, a 

c o p y o f y o u r charts , and part o f y o u r log-book, may be very t r u e . — B u t w i l l 

y o u take upon y o u to fay, that this fupply was equal to their diftreffed condi­

t i o n , or to y o u r power o f al leviat ing it ? — I f the latter, — f r o m w h a t idle v a n i t y 

d i d y o u make a boaft, on y o u r arr iva l at C a n t o n , that, a l though y o u had been 

out twenty-three m o n t h s , y o u had no occafion to purchafe any article o f ftores 

or provif ions for y o u r h o m e w a r d - b o u n d voyage to E n g l a n d . A t the t i m e , 

therefore, y o u met C a p t a i n D u n c a n , y o u muft , according to y o u r o w n account , 

have had near a t w e l v e m o n t h ' s ftores, & c . on board ; and were, befides, on y o u r 

voyage to C h i n a , where every k i n d o f f u p p l y was to be obtained ;—nevertheie fs , 

one 

* It may be proper to obferve, that the dittrefs of Captain Duncan arofe from accidental circum­

ftances, as boih his ihip and the Prince of Wales were originally equipped with the fame commercial 
fpirit as diftinguUhcd the outfits of the K i n g George and Queen Charlotte. 
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one puncheon o f molafles, and an hogfhead and harnefs calk o f S a n d w i c h I f land 

p o r k , was al l y o u r cautious f y m p a t h y and provident h u m a n i t y c o u l d fpare to 

relieve the diftreffes o f y o u r fellow-creatures and c o u n t r y m e n , e m p l o y e d i n the 

fervice -of y o u r c o m m o n o w n e r s . — T h e Captains D u n c a n and C o l n e t t both de­

clared to me, that, i n every part o f their fubfequent voyage, they fenfibly fe l t and 

lamented, to ufe no harfher expreffion, the unfee l ing parf imony o f y o u r conducts 

Y o u appear, M r . D i x o n , to infer , f r o m the account y o u give o f the fupplie9 

w h i c h the Captains D u n c a n and Colnet t received f r o m C a p t a i n B a r c l a y , that 

they fuperfeded the neceflity o f y o u r further affiftance ; but thofe g e n t l e m e n , 

w h i l e they acknowledged their obligations to C a p t a i n B a r c l a y , always reprefented 

h is fupplies as by no means fufficient to be o f any laft ing fervice. N o r do I 

fear to hazard an o p i n i o n , that the return o f the Princefs R o y a l to C h i n a was 

o w i n g to y o u r avarice. H a d fhe received f r o m y o u , S i r , what y o u could fo 

w e l l have fpared, and, fett ing afide the c o m m o n dictates o f h u m a n i t y , y o u o u g h t 

to have beftowed, for the intercft o f y o u r owners , that veffel m i g h t have re­

mained another feafon on the Coaft o f A m e r i c a . C a p t a i n D u n c a n is n o w i n 

L o n d o n , — a n d I a m moft w i l l i n g to reft m y credit w i t h the p u b l i c , on h i s 

teft imony refpedting a l l I have faid concerning the tranf ict ions between that 

w o r t h y m a n and yourfel f . 

I f y o u do not recollect the precife q u a n t i t y o f thofe fpir i ts , ftores, & c . w h i c h , 

after a three years voyage, y o u b r o u g h t back to the T h a m e s , the Meff . Etches , , 

perhaps, w i l l trouble themfelves t o r e - i n f o r m y o u . A s for the porter to w h i c h 

T alluded in pages 28, 29 and 3 0 , o f m y Introductory V o y a g e , that charge refts 

w h o l l y w i t h y o u r commander . H e , indeed, promifed to fel l me a certain port ion 

o f i t , at a t ime w h e n it w o u l d have proved a n u t r i t i o u s , cordial and heal ing me­

dicine to the afflicted crew o f the N o o t k a ; but, as may be feen in the pages to 

w h i c h I have juft referred, he thought proper to break his word on the fubject, 

and brought a q u a n t i t y o f it back w i t h h i m , in order to regale his Friends i n 

L o n d o n w i t h fuch a curious and l o n g travelled article o f c o n v i v i a l l u x u r y . 

R E M A R K 



R E M A R K T H E T H I R D . 

W I T H refpect to the equipment of the K i n g George and Queen Charlotte* 

I represented i t , as it was, o f a very fuperior k i n d , — f u c h as the port o f L o n d o n 

c o u l d alone afford, and fuitable to the commerc ia l fpirit and abi l i ty o f their owners. 

It m a y , indeed, be p r e f u m p t i o n i n me to appear to k n o w more of the objects 

o f y o u r o w n voyage than y o u r f e i f : but , notw'tthflanSffg your afertiott to the 
contrary, I am f t i l l o f opinion that one o f them was to form fettlemsnts and 

factories on the C o a i t o f A m e r i c a ; and that, for this very purpofe, M r . W i l -

by was put on board the K i n g G e o r g e , to undertake the direction o f an i n ­

fant c o l o n y , w i t h proportionable m e n and artificers. Befides, I have now before 

me a copy of the orders given to M r . P o r t l o c k , w h o had the honour o f c o m ­

m a n d i n g y o u , w h i c h were drawn up by the Meff. E t c h e s , & c . in the true fpirit o f 

commercia l understanding and h o n o u r . T h e f e inftructions p a r t i c u l a r l y r e c o m ­

m e n d their commanders to fix an eftablifhment in N o o t k a Sound ; and as it was 

not the incapaci ty , at leaft, o f your equipments , or a deficiency in y o u r i n ­

ftructions, w h i c h prevented y o u from p e r f o r m i n g that part o f y o u r d u t y , y o u 

w o u l d have done w e l l not to have mentioned the fubject at a l l , i f y o u had no 

better means o f j unification than evafion and falfehood. 

E X T R A C T from the INSTRUCTIONS of R I C H A R D C A D M A N E T C H E S , to 

C A P T A I N N A T H A N I E L PORTLOCK, Commander of the Ship K I N G 

G E O R G E , of which C A P T A I N D I X O N ' S Inf ructions are an exact Copy. 
Dated L o n d o n , September 3 , 1785. 

u * * * * 9 * * « a i l j f o r t i i e future fecuring the trade o f the continent 

4 4 and iflands adjacent, y o u are to eftablifh fuch factories as y o u fhall fee necef-

fary and confiftent w i t h the fafcty o f fuch fettlers and y o u r fhip's company. 

" K i n g 



«* K i n g George's S o u n d , w e m o u l d prcfume, not o n l y f r o m being centr ica l , but 

" i n every rcfpect confiftent w i t h the intent of f o r m i n g fuch eftablifhment 

4 4 but i n this refpect we muft leave y o u entirely difcretional. 

4 4 M r . W i l l i a m W i l b y w e have deemed perfectly qualif ied for f u c h an 

4 4 u n d e r t a k i n g , and he accompanies y o u entire ly w i t h that i n t e n t : — T h e r e f o r e , 

4 1 wherever it is neceffary to eftablifh a faclory, y o u are to purchafe of the 

4 1 natives fuch a track o f land as y o u m a l l t h i n k beft fuited for the purpofe o f 

4 4 t rading, and for fecuri ty , p a y i n g t h e m i n the m o f l f r iendly and l iberal 

4 4 manner for the f a m e . — Y o u are then to appoint as m a n y men as y o u fhal l 

M deem neceffary, and who fhall turn out as volunteers , to be companions to 

4 4 M r . W i l b y : y o u are to give them every poflible affiftance to erect a l o g -

4 4 houfe, or fuch other b u i l d i n g as fhall appear to be neceffary for their r c f i -

4 4 dencc, and for the c a r r y i n g on traffic w i t h the natives, & c . Y o u are to give 

4 4 t h e m every affiftance to make fuch place tenable againft the natives, and p r o -

4 4 vide them w i t h fuch arms, a m m u n i t i o n , & c . as y o u fhall deem neceffary for 

** their defence and protection. Y o u are to leave t h e m f u c h quantities o f p r o v i -

1 4 fions and other articles for convenience, and the purpofe o f t rade ," & c . & c . 

M o r e clear and expl ic i t inftructions were perhaps never g iven , than thofe 

delivered by your owner to Capta in P o r t l o c k and y o u r f e l f ; and never were or* 

ders more ftraugely perverted, or more fhamefuliy difobeyed. 

Y o u r deftination was K i n g George's S o u n d , where y o u were to eftablifh a 

factory ; and w h i c h , ftrange to t e l l , y o u never ventured to e n t e r . — T h e K i n g 

George and Queen Char lot te arrived off the Sound f rom O w h y h e e , one o f t h * 

S a n d w i c h Ifles, w i t h their crews i n f u l l health and h i g h fpirits ;—^here y o u re­

mained upwards o f a f o r t n i g h t , w i t h o u t pufhing into the Sound : by day, i n ­

deed, y o u neared the, l a n d , and fometimes even made the opening o f the 

Sound ; but no fanner did the favouring night approach t h a n y o u retreated, and 

took care to r u n further out to fea than y o u could make the f o l l o w i n g day — 

T h o u g h 



( U ) 

T h o u g h , i f I am not very m u c h m i f i n f o r m e d , y o u r fhip was often tacked, 

and her head pointed to the l a n d , w i t h o u t y o u r k n o w l e d g e , and w i t h o u t the 

defired fuccefs. 

Y o u real ly w r i t e , S i r , i n fo defultory a manner, that , o n the fubject. o f y o u r 

great geographical difcoveries, w h i c h are fo proud a boaft to y o u , or m y p l a -

g i a r i f m s f r o m t h e m , w h i c h y o u w i f h to infer I have f i lent ly c o m m i t t e d , I muft 

either fkip f rom page to page of y o u r remarks , or comprefs the whole o f t h e m 

into one article o f refutation. It w i l l , I believe, be for the eafe o f m y readers, 

as w e l l as m y o w n , to perform the latter. Indeed, I a m m u c h obl iged to M r . 

D i x o n for g i v i n g me an o p p o r t u n i t y to ftate a few circumftances to the p u b l i c , 

i n addit ion to thofe already c o m m u n i c a t e d by me, on the fubject o f the N o r t h 

W e f t Coaft , & c . 

I moft f r a n k l y confefs that , w h e n I failed on m y fecond voyage, I furnifhed 

m y f e l f w i t h y o u r chart , and every chart that promifed to be o f the leaft fervice 

to me. A n d I proteft, S i r , that it w o u l d not have been an intent ional neglect, 

i f , i n d i f c r i m i n a t i n g w h a t each navigator had done to complete the furvey o f 

the A m e r i c a n Coaft , w h i c h is comprized i n the chart prefixed to m y p u b l i c a ­

t i o n , I had omitted w h a t I am indebted to y o u . T h e additions y o u made to 

the geography o f that part o f the coaft are recorded i n m y chart . I have at­

tr ibuted to y o u the di fcovery o f the H i p p a h I f land, and almoft a l l the C h a r l o t t e 

Ifles, w i t h m a n y an intereft ing nook and corner , w h i c h y o u r penetrating 

genius and nautical fagacity have added to the m a p o f the w o r l d . I n fhort, 

S i r , y o u are c r a m m e d w i t h difcoveries w h i c h y o u cannot d i g c f t , — a n d are, 

neverthelefs, voracioufly gaping for more. 

I f C a p t a i n C o o k had l ived to finifh his w o r k , y o u , S i r , w o u l d probably have 

been fpared the trouble o f y o u r d i f c o v e r i e s , — a n d the p u b l i c w o u l d not have 

fuffered any attempt to intrude on its patience f r o m fuch inconfiderable people 

as ourfelves. Y e t , to feveral o f the officers o f that great m a n , the nation con­

tinues 



tinues to-be indebted. T o C a p t a i n R o b e r t s , in part icular , the navigation o f th is 

country has very confiderable o b l i g a t i o n s : it is his general chart o f the w o r l d 

w h i c h ought to f o r m the g r o u n d - w o r k o f us a l l ; as our beft difcoveries confift 

o f l i t t le more than the f i l l i n g up its chafms on the A m e r i c a n C o a f t . — I made it 

the foundation o f m y chart , as muft be evident to every one acquainted w i t h 

the late difcoveries, w i t h o u t any in format ion f r o m m e . — T o the abil it ies o f 

M r . A r r o w f m i t h I owe m u c h , ' and I ' never differed f r o m h i m but w h e n I 

was convinced that I had better author i ty before me. N o r do I even b lufh to 

acknowledge, that I adopted fome parts o f Capta in P o r t l o c k ' s and C a p t a i n 

D i x o n ' s charts, w h i l e I rejected others. I alfo called i n the aid o f the C a p ­

tains D u n c a n , B a r c l a y and C o l n e t t : a l l w h i c h various affiftance, added to the 

obfervations and furveys made by C a p t a i n D o u g l a s and myfe l f , has enabled 

me to offer to the publ ic thofe .charts w h i c h accompany the Voyages I have 

publi fhed. T h e y are, I truft , as accurate as the nature o f mercant i le furveys 

w i l l admit , and have received the fanction o f thofe opinions , againft w h i c h , 

any petty objections f rom y o u w o u l d w e i g h but as fo m a n y grains o f duft i n the 

balance. — I very fincerely lament that C a p t a i n C o l n e t t ' s charts were feized by 

the Spaniards. In point o f accuracy, they are, I believe, fuperior to any o f the 

preceding ones ; and w h e n they are delivered up, w i l l , I doubt not , t h r o w n e w 

l i g h t on the geography o f the A m e r i c a n Coaft. 

T h e f o l l o w i n g nautical remarks w i l l not be very intereft ing to the generality 

of readers; — b u t it is neceffary for me to prove the fut i l i ty o f M r . D i x o n ' s 

reafonings, and to correct, by the ftatements o f t r u t h , the falfehoods o f his 

publ icat ion . 

Y o u obferve, S i r , i n fomething l i k e a tone o f t r i u m p h , that I was i n pofFjfliort 

o f M r . Barclay 's chart , w h i c h , y o u f r y , includes the utmoft extent o f m y p r o ­

grefs to the f o u t h w a r d . T h e former part of the affcrtion is t r u e ; — b u t the lat ter 

i s f a l f e : — N a y , fortunately f o r m e , I have M r . Barc lay 's chart i n m y pofleffio;:, 
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w h i c h proves that he did nut go further to the fouthvvard than 47°, or thereabouts ; 

and 4 5 0 30 ' is the point where m y courfe was completed. Between M a u r e l l e ' s 

chart and mine there is no f i m i l i t u d e ; — a n d for any in format ion I received f r o m 

the Captains H a n n a h , L o w i i e and G u i f e , — t h e t w o latter G e n t l e m e n , for the 

former is dead, w i l l not come forward to ca lumniate or accufe m e . 

I n anfwer to y o u r remark w h i c h alludes to a l o n g i t u d i n a l m i Hake on m y part , 

In page 38 o f m y Introductory V o y a g e , — I m o i l readily acknowledge, that w h e n 

I was on that part of the coafl: there defcribed to be i n lat. 5 6 0 38' , and l o n g . 

2 2 3 0 0 0 ' 2 5 " , I had m y doubts as to the perfect accuracy o f the latter obferva­

t i o n . A c c o r d i n g l y , i n conf lrudting m y general chart , I adopted the c o n c u r r i n g , 

t h o u g h dif t inct , obfervations o f M r . A r r o w f m i t h and C a p t a i n D o u g l a s , and flated 

the longi tude at 2 2 4 0 30' , inftead o f 2 2 3 ° o o / 25" . 

Y o u defire me to i n f o r m the p u b l i c , on w h a t authori ty I have introduced the 

track o f the W a f h i n g t o n i n m y c h a r t ; — a n d , f rom that refpect w h i c h is due to 

the p u b l i c , I fhall condefccnd to c o m p l y w i t h y o u r requefl . M r . N e v i l l e , a 

gent leman o f the m o f l refpectablc character, w h o came h o m e i n the Chcf ter f i c ld , 

a fhip i n the fervice o f the E a f l India C o m p a n y , made that c o m m u n i c a t i o n to 

m e ; w h i c h , on his a u t h o r i t y , I have communicated to the p u b l i c . M r . K e n ­

d r i c k , w h o commanded the W a f h i n g t o n , arrived at C h i n a , w i t h a very valuable 

cargo o f furs , fome t ime previous to the departure o f the C h c f t e r n e l d ; and M r . 

N e v i l l e , w h o was c o n t i n u a l l y w i t h h i m d u r i n g that i n t e r v a l , and received the 

particulars o f the track f r o m h i m , was fo o b l i g i n g as to ftate it to me. 

Y o u r farcafm, S i r , on the manner i n w h i c h I fpeak o f Captain C o o k in m y 

Obfervat ions on the N o r t h W e f t Paffage, proceeds f r o m the habi tual l iberal i ty o f 

y o u r m i n d . I wrote the fentiment w h i c h I f e l t ; nor do I fear to repeat i t . — • 

• s T h o u g h the F e l i c e and Iphigenia d id explore the latitudes f r o m 3 6° to 4 7 0 

Jf N o r t h , there is every reafon to lament , that C a p t a i n C o o k was prevented f r o m 
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" m a k i n g fuch an examinat ion as w o u l d have proceeded f r o m h i m . " N o r have I 

the leaft apprchenfion, that the moft enthufiaftic admirers o f C a p t a i n C o o k , w i l l 

confider the foregoing fentence as containing an attempt to degrade h i m beneath, 

or elevate m y f e l f above, the very diftant ftations w e refpectively h o l d i n the 

fcale o f profeflional m e r i t . 

I have endeavoured, to the utmoft o f m y i n f o r m a t i o n , to part icular ize the 

merits o f every G e n t l e m a n employed on the coaft o f A m e r i c a . Capta in D u n ­

can did explore a confiderable part o f the coaft between 5 0 0 and 52 0 . I perfonal ly 

cfteem h i m , and t h i n k his merit too w e l l eftablifhed to need fuch a c h a m p i o n 

as yourfel f . N o r have I neglected that attention w h i c h is due to Capta in B a r ­

c l a y ; his name is continued by me to the Sound to the S o u t h w a r d of N o o t k a : — 

B u t though his boat was i n the Straits of J o h n de F u c a , he never was, as appears 

f r o m his o w n chart-

B u t now comes the caufe o f a l l this bi t ter feverity againft m e , for depr iv ing 

great navigators o f their juf t honours, and f i n k i n g their fuperior meri t i n fllence. 

1 have certainly dared to rob the C h a n n e l o f the C h a r l o t t e Ifles o f the title of 

Dixon; for no better reafon, than becaufe the enterpr iz ing , inte l l igent and h u ­

mane navigator, w h o thought fo proudly to di f t inguifh i t w i t h his o w n name, 

never faw that C h a n n e l , — a c c o r d i n g to the evidence of the track on his o w n 

chart . I have, therefore, ventured to give it the name o f the man w h o b o l d l y 

pufhed t h r o u g h i t : — I have ftripped the filly J a y o f his borrowed p l u m a g e . 

I fhal l here take the o p p o r t u n i t y o f obferving, that there is a port w h i c h u n ­

fortunately bears m y name. I d id not m y f e l f , however , affume this di f t inc-

t i o n , — b u t owe i t to the partial remembrance o f C a p t a i n D o u g l a s , w h e n w e 

were m a n y hundred miles diftant f r o m each other. 

A s to the exiftence o f the Straits o f J o h n de F u c a , — C a p t a i n D u n c a n faw 

t l i e m as w e l l as m y f e l f ; and the or ig ina l fallies o f C a p t a i n D i x o n ' s pleafantry, 
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w i l l not prevent me f r o m repenting my o p i n i o n , — that feme further r e c o u n t 

w o u l d have already been g i v e n o f thefe Strai ts , i f C a p t a i n C o l n e t t had not been 

prevented by the fhips of his C a t h o l i c Majef ty f r o m f u l f i l l i n g the objects o f 

his voyage. 

I n o w come to that part o f y o u r publ ica t ion w h i c h mentions C o o k ' s R i v e r , 

and its probable c o m m u n i c a t i o n s w i t h the fouthernmoft part o f Baffin's B a y , 

or the northernmoft part o f H u d f o n ' s B a y . I find no data i n C a p t a i n C o o k ' s 

V o y a g e to determine the non-exiftence o f a paffage. T h e r e is no declaration 

f r o m h i m that mil itates againft the navigation of a fhip beyond the N a r r o w s , — 

w h e r e we k n o w there is fufficient depth for a whale . B u t this is not abfolutely 

the point . T h e place i n w h i c h the Iphigenia anchored, was i n lat. 5 9 0 58' and 

her boat went as far as lat. 6o° 42 ' , w h i c h , indeed, was not fo h i g h by m a n y mi les 

as the furvcy o f M r . B l i g h : t h o u g h , i f I miftake not , there were feveral perfons 

o n b o a r d the D i f c o v e r y , w h o retained their opinions i n favour o f a paflage, inde­

pendent o f the furveys made by the boats of both fhips. Y o u , however, w i t h 

y o u r ufual eagernefs and ignorance, take poffeflion o f the fhoal placed above the 

N a r r o w s , i n order to f o r m a barrier againft a l l further navigat ion up the r i v e r : 

but to difpoffefs y o u at once o f y o u r important f i tuat ion, I muft i n f o r m y o u , that 

fhips can navigate on each fide this formidable fhoal.' N o one confulers the c h a ­

racter and abil it ies o f C a p t a i n C o o k w i t h more veneration than m y f e l f ; never-

thelefs, I am free to obferve, that there are thofe ivho have iahn the liberty o f 

correcting the furveys o f the very parts w h i c h were explored by h i m . T h e 

Ruff ians , indeed, w h o i n their gal l iots have navigated C o o k ' s R i v e r m u c h h i g h e r 

t h a n any E u r o p e a n veflel, confidcr i t , i n real i ty , to be a bay, f i l led w i t h frag­

m e n t s o f if lands, whofe channels have been erroneoufly taken for r i v e r s ; — n o r 

does it appear that a fingle r iver has been difcovered by any o f the navigators on 

the A m e r i c a n coaft. It i s , i n m y o p i n i o n , by no means improbable , that the fea 

feen behind N o o t k a , w i l l be hereafter found to extend to t l ic N o r t h w a r d as 

far as C o o k ' s R i v e r . B u t this is mere conjecture; and, In m y Obfervations on 

the N o r t h W e f t Paffage, I argue o n l y on the probabi l i ty o f its ex i f tence ,— and 
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leave m y reafonings, fuch as they are, on the fubject, to the candid invef l igat io i i 

o f inqui f i t ive and di fcerning m e n . 

W h a l e s were moft cer ta in ly feen b y C a p t a i n D o u g l a s at the a n c h o r i n g place 

o f the Iphigenia i n C o o k ' s R i v e r ; and I m y f e l f faw t h e m off C a p e D o u g l a s 

t a k i n g their courfe up i t : — B u t the Pacif ic O c e a n and the channels o f the 

C h a r l o t t e Ifles are fo abundant i n thefe animals , that it w o u l d be an idle excur* 

fion indeed to f o l l o w t h e m elfewherc in thofe latitudes. 

In fhort, S i r , i f y o u w i l l perufe the Voyages o f Capta in C o o k w i t h a l i t t l e 

more attention than y o u appear to have be l lowed upon t h e m , y o u w i l l add 

another difcovery to thofe you have already m a d e , — t h a t the great N a v i g a t o r 

d id not give over his furvey of the r iver , called after his name, f r o m i m p e d i ­

ments , but o p i n i o n ; and I defy y o u to produce, or even name any one w h o na­

vigated C o o k ' s R i v e r t i l l he could navigate it no further. But, , after a l l , t h o u g h 

Capta in C o o k found the rife and fa l l o f its tides to be very confiderable, I a m 

difpofed to believe, that i f a paflage fhould hereafter be difcovered, it w i l l prove 

to be i n a more fouther ly direct ion. 

T h e probabi l i ty o f a N o r t h W e f l Paflage, for w h i c h I c o n t e n d , appears to be a 

t u m b l i n g block o f great offence to y o u ; and, i n a dictatorial tone o f i n ­

quifit ive importance , y o u afk me, w h y I produced the voyage o f the Tphigenia 

to aid m y obfervations on the fubjecl:; w h e n , as y o u are pleafed to fay, i t was i n 

m y power to have brought forward that o f Capta in D u n c a n ; w h i c h , in y o u r 

u n e r r i n g o p i n i o n , is of fuperior authority . I anfwer,—becaufe, w i t h o u t retract­

i n g f rom the acknowledged merit of C a p t a i n D u n c a n , 1 prefer the j o u r n a l o f the 

Iphigenia to every o t h e r . — I confidcr Capta in D u n c a n as the belt authori ty for 

the navigation between the Char lot te Ifles and the M a i n , — o r , at leaft, what w e 

take to be fo. T h i s c ircumftance, w i t h his travcrfes f rom fliore to fliore, j u f l i -

fes the appl icat ion I have made o f his voyage to m y chart. H e undoubtedly 
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vif i ted the great N o r t h e r n A r c h i p e l a g o prior to C a p t a i n D o u g l a s ; — h u t , f rom his 

diftreffed f i tuat ion, he quit ted thofe parts w i t h o u t k n o w i n g there was fuch a 

channel as that t h r o u g h w h i c h C a p t a i n D o u g l a s made his w a y . Y o u had no 

fuch excufe ; — a n d w h e n I ment ion C a p t a i n B a r c l a y as in f in i te ly y o u r fuperior 

both i n navigat ion and c o m m e r c e , I affert that w h i c h he h i m f e l f has proved.—• 

H e performed the voyage f r o m E u r o p e to A m e r i c a , and f r o m thence to C h i n a , 

i n twelve m o n t h s ; and I m a i n t a i n , that inftead o f e m p l o y i n g t w o years to reach 

C a n t o n , y o u and y o u r confort o u g h t to have manifested the fame expedition as 

that gent leman. 

Y o u r charge againft me that , i n the o n l y place where I acknowledge M Y . 

A r r o w f m i t h ' s affiftance, I have made f u c h an extraordinary deviation f r o m h i m 

as 19 0 45 ' , w o u l d be o f a very ferious nature indeed, i f it were true ; — but the 

accufat ion, f r o m its flagrant falfehood, proves n o t h i n g more than' the mad 

mal ice o f the m a n w h o makes i t . 

Y o u here al lude, I prefume, to the fea feen by M r . H e a r n e . — N o w , S i r , to 

prove the captious ignorance o f y o u r object ion, I muft i n f o r m y o u , that i n 

C a p t a i n C o o k ' s chart we find this fea i n lat i tude 7 2 0 N o r t h , and longi tude 

24o° Eaft o f G r e e n w i c h . — I n that o f M r . A r r o v v f m i t h , i t appears i n latitude 

68° 15' N o r t h , and longitude 2 4 8 0 30 ' E a f t , agreeable to M r . T u r n e r , as I 

have fince been i n f o r m e d , m a k i n g the difference o f 3 0 45 ' in lat i tude, and 

8° 30 ' i n longitude ; nevertheless I have adhered to the pofit ion o f C a p t a i n 

C o o k . O n the chart o f the latter, we find no fea laid d o w n i n latitude o f 

68° 15', and longitude 2 2 8 0 E a f t ; but i n that o f A r r o w f m i t h a fea is placed 

precifely i n thofe degrees, agreeable - to the account o f the C a n a d i a n traders, 

g i v e n to h i m . — A n d fo m u c h for y o u r idle and i l l - f o u n d e d queftions c o n ­

c e r n i n g y o u r fuppofed difference o f io° 45 ' o f longitude between M r . A r r o w -

l m i t h and m e . — B u t to proceed i n fe t t l ing the reft of t h e m , fuch as they 

a r e : — I muft i n f o r m y o u , that the reafon w h y I differ f r o m the laft named 
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gent leman, or rather f r o m C a p t a i n D u n c a n , w h o was his a u t h o r i t y , i n the 

pofition of the land to E a f t w a r d , at Nepean's S o u n d , Pr incefs R o y a l If land, & c . 

proceeds f r o m a preference I have given to the corrections o f C a p t a i n D o u g l a s , 

w h o has fixed thefe parts o f the coaft b y numerous lunar obfervations. H e 

has placed t h e m i° 3 0 ' to the Eaft o f C a p t a i n D u n c a n ; and I believe m y f e l f 

to be juftif led i n f o l l o w i n g his e x a m p l e . — I am not confcious o f any i m p r o p e r 

bias i n fe lec l ing the authorities w h i c h have governed me, 

Y o u are at a lofs, it feems, to account for m y motives i n m e n t i o n i n g t h e 

Capes Mendocino and de Mendozino, in m y delineation o f the A m e r i c a n Coaft 

becaufe, i n y o u r o p i n i o n , there is o n l y one Cape Mendocino ; the other , y o u fay,, 

is Cape Blanco, w h i c h y o u accufe me, i n y o u r u f u a l w a y , o f r e m o v i n g i ° 3a" 

to the N o r t h w a r d of its real f i tuation. 1 a n f w e r , — C a p t a i n C o o k does n o t 

m e n t i o n any Cape M e n d o c i n o i n lat i tude 4 0 0 , w h i c h M r . A r r o w f m i t h d o e s : — . 

1 have therefore, as I conceive, very juf t i f iably ment ioned both the Cape M e n * 

docino o f M r . A r r o w f m i t h , in latitude 4 0 0 , and the Cape de M e n d o z i n o o f Captain-

C o o k , i n latitude 42* 30 ' , or thereabouts, w h i c h he places i n his chart 4 2 0 3 0 ' . — 

A s for Cape B l a n c o , I have placed it i n lat i tude 4 3 0 30 ' , agreeable to C a p t a i n 

C o o k , by whofe chart I have arranged a l l that part o f the coaft. 

Y o u ftate m y pofit ion of P o r t S ir F r a n c i s D r a k e , as an example o f the h a p p y 

method I poflefs o f r e m o v i n g land at pleafure. C a p t a i n C o o k places it in l a t i ­

tude 3 8 0 45 ' , or t h e r e a b o u t s , — M r . A r r o w f m i t h i n latitude 3 7 0 30' , and I h a v e 

adopted the pofition of the former, latitude 3 8 0 4 5 ' ; whi le y o u infift upon its being 

i n 4 7 0 30'; f o r m i n g a difference o f ten degrees f r o m M r . A r r o w f m i t h , and o f e i g h t 

degrees fifteen minutes f r o m C a p t a i n C o o k . T h i s , M r . D i x o n , is r e m o v i n g 

land w i t h a vengeance .—The inter ior parts o f A m e r i c a , as laid down i n m y c h a r t , 

come i n alfo for their fhare o f difapprobation. 1 fhall only add, w i t h refpect. to> 

t h e m , that they were arranged from the beft authorities. 
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H a v i n g , I truft , very complete ly fixed the latitude and longitude of your 

character as a navigator, I fhall proceed to lay d o w n , as I hope w i t h tolerable 

accuracy, the exact, pofition o f y o u r c o m m e r c i a l excellence. In m a k i n g m y 

obfervations on this fubjecl:, I muft prcviouf ly remark, that y o u r m a l i g n i t y is 

fo predominant , as to annihi late i n y o u the leading, and, as 1 fhould t h i n k , the 

inherent principles o f a man o f trade. Y o u feem to rejoice that y o u r voyage round 

the w o r l d , as y o u c a l l i t , for the purpofes o f commerce, was not attended w i t h the 

advantage expected to be derived f rom i t . — Y o u appear to be proud o f the inade­

quate and difproportioned fale o f y o u r cargo at C h i n a ; and are, I doubt n o t , 

grateful to the H o u a n g merchants o f C a n t o n , for having purchafed all your skins 
at lefs than half their value, i n order that y o u m i g h t be furnifhed w i t h aplauf ib le , 

but fallacious argument, againft a new branch o f commerce ; i n w h i c h , h a v i n g 

fai led yourfel f , y o u w o u l d be g l a d , as far as y o u r wretched teft imony w o u l d go, 

to prevent former adventurers f r o m obtaining the remunerat ion o f their r isks 

and labours ; or to difcourage the enterprizes o f others, whofe knowledge, act i ­

v i t y and perfeverance, by enfur ing fuccefs, w o u l d fling added difgrace on thofe 

w h o have failed f r o m the want o f fuch effential qualif ications. 

Y o u ftate, w i t h an infatuated k i n d o f t r i u m p h , that y o u r 2552 fea-otter sk ins , 

& c . fetched 110 more than 5 4 , 8 5 7 Spanifh dollars at the C h i n e f e m a r k e t ; and 

y o u r ftatemcnt is made i n fuch a manner , as to infer that it was the common 
market price o f that valuable c o m m o d i t y ; and that, o f courfe, what has been faid 

by m y f e l f and others on the advantages o f that commerce , is a deception 

o n the p u b l i c . A t the moment y o u were w r i t i n g that curious piece of infor­

m a t i o n , or i n f t r u c t i n g others to wri te i t , y o u k n e w that it was founded i n 

falfehood. N o r dare y o u deny that the l o w prices g iven for the articles i n 

queft ion, arofe f rom the contract o f y o u r owners w i t h the Eaft India C o m p a n y , 

to leave the difpofit ion o f y o u r A m e r i c a n cargo to the difpofal o f their fervants 

at C a n t o n , w h i c h neceffarily gave an addit ional power to the H o u a n g merchants, 

thofe 



( « ) 

thofe privi leged opprefTors of European c o m m e r c e * . I repeat, thofe ckins did 

hot find any t h i n g l ike h a l f the price for w h i c h otter skins have been fold in 

C h i n a , both at the t i m e , and fince the period o f their fale. 

Y o u are pleafcd to add, i f I wi fh to be informed w h y thefe skins fold for fo 

f m a l l a f u m , I may enquire o f M r . R i c h a r d C a d m a n E t c h e s , w h o , y o u doubt 

not , can give me every latisfacVion on that fubjecl. I perfectly agree w i t h 

y o u , that the gent leman to w h o m y o u refer me, is f u l l y qualif ied to anfwer 

me upon the matter immediate ly before us ; — a n d I defire no better judge than 

h i m , between y o u and m e . — N o r have T the leaft doubt but he w i l l be ready 

to conf i rm the explanations I am about to g ive , to ufe your o w n phrafe, o f 

the ill fuccefs of your commerce ; w h i c h arofe, among other caufes, f rom the 

mifconflruc~lion y o u r commander and y o u r f e l f thought proper to put on the 

licence granted to y o u r owners by the H o n o u r a b l e the E a f l India C o m p a n y , for 

the difpofal o f y o u r A m e r i c a n cargoes, and the confequent c o n t r o u l affumed 

by the fupcrcargocs over the fale o f t h e m , 

I have alfo good reafon to t h i n k , M r . D i x o n , that a confiderable part o f y o u r 

furs were o f a very , i f not the m o l t , inferior nature, conf i f t ing of w o r n out 

garments of the Indians , pieces bedaubed w i t h paint , and fewed together, fo 

as greatly to leffen the fuppofed aggregate value o f y o u r cargo. 

R u t let me ask y o u , S i r , w h e t h e r y o u did not encourage, as far as y o u 

had any power to do i t , the firft opportuni ty o f fe l l ing the furs , however 

difadvantageous to y o u r owners, in order to fecure, f rom a l l future r i sk , a 

certain l i t t le advantage y o u were to receive upon the fale ? 

* T h e hiftory of the Houang merchants, and die manner in which they arc allowed by the C h i ­
nefe government to opprefs the commerce of the Europeans, is ftatcd at large in the Account of the 
Trade between the North Weft Coaft of America and China, prefixed to my Voyages. 

D I n 



In page 13, your pamphlet ftatcs an account o f furs brought by the feveral 

fhips you m e n t i o n , amounting to 5,033 fkins : — t h e y fo ld , i t feems, for 

146,842 Spanifh dollars in C h i n a ; w h i c h , at a m e d i u m , makes no more than 

about 2 9 ; dollars per fkin : — b u t of thefe furs which were brought to C a n t o n i n 

the years 17S6, 1787, and 1788, I am authorifed to fay, that fcarce three t h o u ­

fand o f t h e m were faleable articles. A n d 1 do affert, that i n thofe very years, 

the p r i m e i k i n s fold i n C h i n a f rom ninety, to one hundred and twenty do/Ian 

per fk in . 

In the firft voyages to the N o r t h W e f l Coaf l o f A m e r i c a , the adventurers 

purchafed whatever fkins the natives brought t h e m ; and the latter fold o n l y 

fuch as they had procured for t h e m f e l v e s , — m a n y o f w h i c h muft have neceffarily 

been o l d , w o r n out and r o t t e n , — h a v i n g been employed as c l o a t h i n g , and for 

other purpofes o f perfonal or domefl ic convenience. B u t as the inhabitants 

o f the coafl are become more informed as to the nature and advantages o f c o m ­

merce, their attention is proport ionably encreafed to the due preparation o f the 

objects o f i t . — T h e y no longer dye or paint , or even wear the otter fkins w h i c h 

they take, but confider t h e m merely as articles o f trade, for w h i c h they can get 

commodities more fuited to their neceflities and comforts . T h e N o o t k a n people 

have already given a very decided preference to the wool lens o f E n g l a n d . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g Statement w i l l , I believe, fettle at once the prefent difference, 

M r . D i x o n , between y o u and me. 

Y o u r 2,552 fk ins , fold for 54*877 dol lars , w h i c h is fomewhat more than 

twenty-one dollars per f k i n . 

M y cargo, (carried to C a n t o n w h e n y o u were there, conf i f l ing o f 370 fk ins , 

J2o o f w h i c h were o f the r iver otter, w o r t h o n l y f r o m eight to nine dollars 

1 e a c h ) — 
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e a c h ) — w a s fold for 14,000 d o l l a r s ; and the merchant w h o bought them, hot 

being able to make good his purchafe, forfeited his depofit o f 1000 d o l l a r s . — 

M a n y o f thefe i k i n s were o f an indifferent q u a l i t y , hut the pr ime parchment 

fkins fold f r o m i c o to 120 dollars per f k i n . 

In the year 1788, w h i c h is the period w h e n y o u r extraordinary fale took 

place, I beg leave to b r i n g to y o u r remembrance, and M r . Etches w i l l conf i rm 

the affertion, that the pr ime fea-otter skins fold at C a n t o n , at an average pr ice , 

f r o m ninety to one hundred Mexican dollars per s k i n . 

I n page 13 o f your letter, y o u addrefs me i n the f o l l o w i n g manner : " I 

** fhould have been happy to have included i n the above Statement, the furs 

" brought to the C h i n a market by yourfelf , your fecond voyage ; and alfo thofe 

" belonging to the P r i n c e o f W a l e s and Princefs R o y a l : — T h e f e accounts y o u 

" had it in y o u r power to have la id before the P u b l i c ; but, for reafons beft 

" k n o w n to yourfel f , y o u have thought proper to keep them fecret." 

T o the P u b l i c I moft readily give the account both o f the one and the other; 

and m y character fhall fraud pledged for the accuracy of t h e m . — Y o u are c o n t i ­

n u a l l y g i v i n g me opportunit ies , M r . D i x o n , o f c lear ing away any and every i m -

preffion that may be made by y o u r infidious, m a l i g n a n t , and falfe depreciation 

o f the N o r t h W e f l A m e r i c a n commerce . 

I arrived at C a n t o n , i n the F e l i c e , in the m o n t h of December , 1788 ; m y 

cargo confifted o f about 750 f k i n s . — 1 had not to encounter the controul of the 

H o n o u r a b l e Eaft India C o m p a n y ' s fupercargces, but pone fled a free, independent 

power over m y cargo, w h i c h I fold for 38,000 dol lars , being fomething better 

than 50 dollars per f k i n . 

It 
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It m a y not alfo be improper to obferve, that the C h i n e f e furriers forted thefe 

i k i n s into the f o l l o w i n g claffes : 

O f the firft q u a l i t y I O O 

the fecond 200 

the t h i r d 200 

the fourth • 90 

the fifth 120 

the f ix th 40 

T o t a l 750 

T h e tails o f the fea-otter, w h i c h were promifcuouf ly attached to thefe fkins , 

averaged about fix dollars per t a i l * . 

I fhall alfo add another circumftance relative to this cargo, as it is i n point to 

the general queftion. 

T h e Chinefe furr ier , w h o had bought the whole o f i t for 3 8 , 0 0 0 dol lars , 

being apprchenfive that the H o p p o , or C o m p t r o l l e r of the C u f t o m s , w o u l d ex­

ercife his arbitrary power, i n t a k i n g fuch o f the fkins as he m i g h t chufe, at his 

o w n price, i f he k n e w of the fale, requefted that it m i g h t not be immediate ly 

d i v u l g e d ; i n confequence o f w h i c h the H o p p o came on board the F e l i c e , and 

felecled eight o f the beft fk ins , and twenty of the fnef t tails : for the former 

he paid me 250 dollars each, and for the latter 15 dollars e a c h ; w h i c h I, o f 

courfe, a l lowed the Chinefe merchant , on c o m p l e t i n g the contract between us. 

T h e P r i n c e of W a l e s and Princefs R o y a l arrived off M a c a o the fame m o n t h , 

w i t h a cargo, w h i c h was acknowledged by the Chinefe merchants to be i n the 

beft condit ion of any brought to the C a n t o n m a r k e t ; and m a n y applications 

* The reafon of the fmall comparative number of tails arifes from their being confidered as the 
exclufive right of the American women, who employ them in their drefs, 

were 



were made to M r . J . E t c h e s , the fupercargo o f thofe m i p s , for the difpofal o f 

his cargo, before he went up to C a n t o n . H e expofed, however, o n l y thofe ik ins 

w h i c h were o f the fecond qual i ty to fale, for w h i c h he was offered feventyfive 
dollars per fkin ; and he and Capta in C o l n e t t wrote an account o f the offer to their 

owners, and acquainted t h e m that i f they c o u l d not procure an higher price, they 

fhould clofe w i t h the offer, and pay the proceeds into the C o m p a n y ' s treafury at 

C a n t o n . H e was offered fo h i g h a price as one hundred and fifty dollars for fome o f 

the beft f k i n s . — A few days after this offer, they received a peremptory order f r o m 

the Eaft India C o m p a n y ' s C o u n c i l , for the P r i n c e of W a l e s to proceed to C a n t o n 

w i t h the j o i n t cargoes, w h i c h was accompanied w i t h a prohibi t ion to difpofe o f 

any part o f their furs . O n their arr ival they found the fatal precedent, cftablifhed 

by C a p t a i n D i x o n V c o m m a n d e r , o f leaving the f i l e of his cargo to the controul o f 

the C o m p a n y ' s Supercargoes, in f u l l force againft t h e m . So that, exclufive o f a 

large q u a n t i t y o f pieces of fea-otter fkins and other furs, w h i c h were left at their 

1 o w n difpofal , they delivered to the Supercargoes 1959 whole fea-otter skins, and 
fxty-five cloaks made up of the furs of the fame animal, for w h i c h they granted M r . 

E t c h e s b i l l s on the Eaft India C o m p a n y for fifty fix thotfand dollars, a m o u n t i n g ; 

to no more than about twenty'-feven dollars and an half per skin.—The difference 

between the price offered by the Chinefe merchant , and that w h i c h was paid by 

the C o m p a n y ' s fupercargoes, renders al l further obfervation f u p e r l l u o u s . — A n d 

n o w , M r . D i x o n , I have laid thefe accounts before the P u b l i c , w h i c h , w i t h 

y o u r ufual l iberal i ty , y o u fuggeft that I w i t h h e l d f rom fome finifter and dif-

honourable m o t i v e . — Y o u r ignorance, to fay no worfe, has called forth thefe 

incontrovert ib le proofs o f the falfhood w h i c h pervades y o u r Statement o f the 

N o r t h W e f t A m e r i c a n fur trade. 

I have one more i t e m for y o u r fatisfaclion on this fubject. T h e Spanifh 

commanders , i n their tender kindnefs , thought proper to return 96 skins be­

l o n g i n g to the cargo o f the N o r t h W e f t A m e r i c a , w h i c h they had feized, as 

ftated i n the m e m o r i a l prefented to the H o u f e o f C o m m o n s . T h e f e , w i t h the 

m after. 



m a i l e r and crew o f that l i t t l e vef le l , were taken to C a n t o n on board the A m e ­

r ican (hip C o l u m b i a , w h o took 24 o f the 96 skins for freight. T h e account o f 

their fale, f rom C a n t o n , is thus flated i n a letter to me, by the C Infer fie Id Eafl: 

J n d i a m a n , dated C a n t o n , F e b r u a r y 12, 1790. 

" I have received f r o m the A m e r i c a n s 72 sk ins , (of the middling, fecond, and 
" third quality) ; they deduct 25 per cent, for the freight ; and thefe 72 1 have 

*' fo ld for 4000 dol lars . ' ' 

T h u s , at fo late a period as i n the commencement o f the laft year, fea-

otter ft ins, w h i c h arc Hated to be of the middling, fecond, and third qualities, 
averaged at the C a n t o n market at fifty-five dollars and an half per s k i n . 

H a v i n g employed fuch reafons as m y o w n experience and informat ion fug-

gefled, to detect the fal lacy o f the ftatement in y o u r p a m p h l e t , w h i c h is c a l c u ­

lated to give the m o f l erroneous ideas concerning the fur trade between the 

N o r t h W e f t Coaft o f A m e r i c a and C h i n a , — I fhall proceed to flate a few corro­

borating arguments i n favour of m y opinions concerning that t r a d e : — A n d the 

firfl: w i l l be taken, C a p t a i n D i x o n , f rom y o u r o w n voyage, p. 3 0 0 , 3 0 1 . — T h e 

account there g i v e n , differs fo m u c h from y o u r opinions i n y o u r letter to me, that 

as y o u acknowledge y o u did not write i t , I am difpofed to t h i n k alfo that y o u 

have never read it . T h e paflage I allude to proves, as I have already afferted, that 

the l o w fale o f y o u r furs arofe f rom accidental circumftances, and by no means 

f r o m the flate of the market for that article when y o u arrived at C a n t o n . T h e 

paffage is as f o l l o w s : 

" In regard to the fale o f our furs I fhould obfervc, that there is at C a n t o n a 

J* company o f weal thy merchants, called the H o u n g M e r c h a n t s , w i t h w h o m our 

*' Eaft India C o m p a n y tranfact a l l their bufinefs, and purchafe f r o m t h e m the 

" whole o f the tea and C h i n a - w a r e fent to Great B r i t a i n . T o thefe people our 

" furs 
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" furs were offered, w i t h an expectation of their immediate ly t a k i n g them off 

" our hands at an advantageous p r i c e : hut here wc were w o e f u l l y diiappointee ; 

M and we found, to our coft, the fad miftake o f our owners, in appoint ing the 

" fupercargoes to have the fole difpofal o f their property; for the m o m e n t 

" thefe H o u n g M e r c h a n t s had looked the skins over, and fixed a value on 

" t h e m , no other merchant dares interfere in the purchafe. Indeed, as the 

" q u a n t i t y above-mentioned was not fuffered to be divided, there were not 

" m a n y people, except thefe H o u n g merchants, w h o had it in their, power to 

" buy fo large a parcel and advance the money immediate ly . A d d to th is , the 

** the duty on merchandize in the port o f C a n t o n , feems not to be regulated by 

" any fixed r u l e , but re i t s , in a great meafure, i n the breads o f thofe appointed 

M by the PIoppo to lay it o n , and w h o fix it higher or lower at pleafure. W i t h 

" thefe people the H o u n g merchants have a great i n f l u e n c e ; — f o that had any 

** indifferent perfon been at l iberty to purchafe our s k i n s , and difpofed to give us 

" an advantageous price for t h e m , the fear o f h a v i n g an enormous d u t y to pay, 

" w o u l d at once deter h i m f r o m any attempt o f the k i n d : In this poor fit nation 

'* were w e w i t h refpect to the fale o f our cargo, d u r i n g the m o n t h o f December 

" and the greatcfl part o f J a n u a r y : c i ther we muff clofe w i t h the paltry offers 

" w h i c h the H o u n g merchants had made to the fupercargoes, or be under the 

" neceflity o f leaving our furs in their hands undifpofed of. T h i s both parties 

'* k n e w wTe wifhed to avoid , i f poflible ; meanwhi le fome of ihercfufe, tvhich they 

u had left for us to difpofe of, fold for confiderable advantaged* 

A n o t h e r argument in favour o f the fur trade, and w h i c h corroborates C a p t a i n 

D i x o n ' s foregoing refutation o f his o w n fallacious ftatement and infmuations to 

the prejudice o f that trade, as g iven in his l e t t e r , — i s taken f r o m the voyage o f 

C a p t a i n P o r t l o c k , his affociate and commander. T h e latter gentleman c o n ­

cludes the account o f his voyages i n the f o l l o w i n g m a n n e r : 

* Whether they were confidered as among the refufe, I know not, but a fmall lot of thofe fkins 
were fold by your commander to a China merchant at 100 dollars per fkin. 

" T h e 
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6 T h e g r a n d object o f the voyage, o f w h i c h an account is g iven i n the pre-

1 1 ceding meets, being to trade for furs, w i t h an expectation, no doubt, o f g a i n -

'* i n g more than c o m m o n profits, by an undertaking w h i c h , at once, was n e w , 

4 4 hazardous and uncertain, the w o r l d w i l l natural ly enquire whether fuch ex-

'* pectation has been anfwered; a n d , m o r e p a r t i c u l a r l y , as reports have been in-
44 duflrioufiy propagated to the contrary" 

4 4 T h a t the K i n g George's Sound C o m p a n y (the proprietors o f the fhips 

'* commanded by Meffrs . P o r t l o c k and D i x o n ) have not accumulated immenfe 

" fortunes, m a y , perhaps, be t r u e ; but it is no lefs certa in, that they are gainers 
4 4 to an amount of feveral thoufand pounds ; and that the voyage did not anfwer 

4 4 to the u t m o i t extent o f their wifhes, undoubtedly was owing to their own hex-

pcrience;—for w h e n the K i n g George and Queen C h a r l o t t e arrived at C a n t o n , 

4 4 and even a m o n t h after that per iod, p r i m e fea-otter skins fold from eighty to 
44 ninety dollars each. O f this q u a l i t y t l ic fhips had at leaft t w o thoufand o n 

4 4 board, befides a large q u a n t i t y of furs o f inferior v a l u e ; bat t h o u g h we c o u l d 

4 4 have fold our cargo w i t h eafe, we were not at l iber ty to difpofe o f one mate-

4 4 r ial article,—-the fole management o f it being vefled i n the hands o f the Eaf f 

4 4 India C o m p a n y ' s fupercargoes; and, at l e n g t h , the skins juft mentioned fold 

4 4 for lefs than t w e n t y dollars e a c h , " 

4 4 F r o m this plain ftatement o f f i d s , the publ ic may at once perceive, that 

44 ibis branch of Commerce, f far from being a lofing one, is, perhaps, the mofi pro* 
44 fit able and lucrative that the enterprifing merchant canpojjibly engage in." 

I have only one addit ional obfervation to make u p o n the fubject. In page n 

o f y o u r pamphlet , y o u are pleafed very facetioufly to r e m a r k , that t h o u g h , ac­

cording to my probable arithmetic, y o u r cargo ought to have fold for 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 d o l ­

lars, it fetched no more than 5 4 , 8 5 7 . T o this I have o n l y to anfwer, that the 

probable arithmetic o f y o u r commander , C a p t a i n P o r t l o c k , goes to the fame cal­

culation. 
H a v i n g 



H a v i n g , S i r , as I truft , f u l l y , i n c o n t r o v c r t i b l y , and from the bejl authorities, 
eftablifhed the fal lacy of the ftatement in y o u r l e t t e r , — a n d thereby , as 1 hope, 

baffled the malice w h i c h excited y o u to make i t , I (ha l l , for the prefent, quit the 

caufe o f the N o r t h W e f t A m e r i c a n c o m m e r c e , and take up m y o w n . 

Y o u fuggeft that 1 divided part o f the skins I carried to C h i n a , on board the* 

N o o t k a , among m y o w n people, and fold t h e m on m y o w n account ;—and* 

w i t h the moft entire fatisfaction I i n f o r m y o u , that I did both the one and the-

other. I fincerely thank y o u , S i r , for forc ing mc to relate circumftances w h i c h 

I feel to be fo honourable to m y f e l f , and to ftate m y conducl: i n t h e m , o f w h i c h 

no l iberal or humane m i n d w i l l t h i n k I have any reafon to be afhamed. 

T h e c o m m e r c i a l expedit ion to the N o r t h W e f t Coaft of A m e r i c a , f r o m B e n ­

g a l , i n 1786, and w h i c h was fitted out by m a n y o f the moft refpectable characters' 

i n that fett lement, proceeded not f r o m a view o f private g a i n , but the fpirit o f 

p u b l i c advantage: it was a patriotic experiment in favour of Briti/Jj commerce; 
and the proprietors configned it to m y u n l i m i t e d and independent c o m m a n d ; — 

their part ial and a n i m a t i n g friendfhip fhackled it w i t h no c o n d i t i o n s , — b u t m a d e 

me as m u c h mafter o f the whole equipment , as i f I had prepared it at m y o w n 

coft and expence. T h e misfortunes o f the voyage I have related to the 

w o r l d ; but they have not been heightened by a fingle reproach f rom thofe who-

enabled me to make i t : on the contrary, m y difappointments have almoft been-

done away by the continuance o f their friendfhip and protection. 

T h e fufferings o f m y f e l f and people i n this voyage, afford a very pa infu l ex--

ample of thofe hardfhips to w h i c h m a r i t i m e life is fubject. W h e n , therefore, I 

returned to C h i n a , I felt it to be m y firft duty to remunerate, i n the beft manner 

I was able, thofe o f m y crew w h i c h the winter o f P r i n c e W i l l i a m ' s Sound had 

fpared me. I d i d , accordingly , divide a certain quant i ty o f skins a m o n g t h e m ; 

I was invefted w i t h the power o f doing i t : — A n d this act o f juft ice, w h i c h was 

E m y 



m y c h i e f confolation at the t ime w h e n I performed i t , is a fource of honeft pride 

to me at this m o m e n t , when I am compel led to record i t . 

I have n o w , as I flatter myfe l f , fettled the opin ion w h i c h every i m p a r t i a l 

reader w i l l entertain of y o u r pamphlet , in the pr inc ipa l objects of i t . A s 1 feel 

a w i f l i , however, that the confutation fhould be complete , I fhall condefcend 

to remark upon the petty obfervations and fubordinate charges w h i c h f o r m the 

r e m a i n i n g part of that publ icat ion . 

I mentioned, but w i t h o u t any aggravating expreflions, the c ircumftance o f 

y o u r h a v i n g fupplied T a h e o , the K i n g o f A t o o i , one o f the S a n d w i c h Iflands, 

w i t h arms, a m m u n i t i o n , & c . on very improper c o n d i t i o n s , f rom the autho­

r i t y o f Capta in D o u g l a s . — I t is the language of his j o u r n a l , and I am difpofed 

to believe i t . — N o r can y o u , w i t h any ju f l i ce , exercife y o u r feverity on me, for 

h a v i n g given credit to fuch an a u t h o r i t y ; w h e n y o u reflect, w i t h what readinefs 

y o u admitted an invidious as w e l l as falfe account into y o u r book, o f the caufes 

t h a t augmented the ficknefs o f m y crew i n P r i n c e W i l l i a m ' s S o u n d , on an e v i ­

dence of very inferior c r e d i b i l i t y . 

B u t it was not the matter o f trading away mufquets, p i f lo ls , or other wea­

p o n s , — w h i c h , indeed, was confiftent enough w i t h y o u r former o c c u p a t i o n — 

but the manner or motive of y o u r conduct i n fo d o i n g . — I am w i l l i n g to acknow­

ledge that I alfo furnifhed certain o f the chiefs o f the S a n d w i c h Iflands w i t h 

arms and a m m u n i t i o n , in order to defend themfelves againft their enemies, and 

thereby to fecure their friendfhip to the future interefts o f B r i t i f h commerce. 

T h e recollection o f m y conduct at the different vifits I made to the S a n d w i c h 

Ifles, does not prefent to m y m i n d a Angle caufe o f reproach. O n m y re turn 

to C h i n a f rom P r i n c e W i l l i a m ' s S o u n d , we remained there a m o n t h ; and, i n 

confequence of frequent attempts, d u r i n g the n i g h t , upon the anchor o f the 

N o o t k a , 



N o o t k a , by fome of the natives, I d id difcharge a four-pound fhot on fhore, 

though not a m o n g the people, as y o u falfely aflert, but over an h i l l , where it 

could have no other but its intended effect, to terrify the inhabitants f r o m their 

defigns on the moft material implement o f the fhip : this definable effect was 

produced wi thout the leafl interruption to that harmony w h i c h fubfifted between 

us and the natives, f r o m the t ime o f our arr iva l , t i l l we quitted t h e m to proceed 

on our voyage to C h i n a . 

I agree w i t h y o u that a time-piece is not o f the leafl u t i l i t y at fea, unlefs a 

f ight can be obtained both of the h o r i z o n and the f u n — N o r do I retract the 

declaration, w h i c h feems to a larm y o u r naut ical experience, <k that d u r i n g a fea-

" fon o f cont inual fog, m y time-piece had proved o f real fervice to m e . " F o r , 

I believe it is k n o w n to every feaman, that , i n weather w h i c h may be properly 

cal led a cont inual fog, thofe momentary gleams o f the fun appear, and tranfient 

views o f the h o r i z o n are obtained, to w h i c h the i n f t r u m e u t i n queftion m a y be 

applied w i t h the greateft u t i l i t y . 

A s to y o u r h a v i n g anchored i n K a r a k a k o a B a y , in the Ifland o f O w h y h e e , 

previous to the Iphigenia , i f I had recollected that circumftance to have been 

related i n y o u r voyage, I fhould have acknowledged it in mine. I really do 

not w i f h to deprive y o u o f any mer i t , however t r i f l ing , that y o u or y o u r voyages 

m a y poffefs. 

W h e t h e r s k i n or wooden canoes are i n ufe from the ftraits o f the t w o c o n ­

tinents a long the coaft, as far as Cape E d g e c u m b e , is a matter o f too l i t t le con­

fequence to W r i t an in veftigation. W h e n I am convinced, f r o m fome better 

authori ty than y o u r ' s , that I am m i i t a k e n in m y account, i n favour o f the 

former, I w i l l correct the error. 

W h e t h e r y o u or I , or, according to y o u r op in ion , the Spaniards, firft faw 

the extraordinary people w i t h the disf iguring cut i n their under- l ips , in the 

latitude 
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latitude o f 5 6 0 3 8 ' N o r t h , and longitude o f 223° o' 2 5 " , fhal l not be made a 

fubjecl o f contention by me, I fhall o n l y repeat the o p i n i o n o f m y Intro­

ductory V o y a g e , p. 38, where fome account o f thefe people m a y b e f o u n d , — 

that, from the circumftances o f their conduct and behaviour, there was every 

reafon to believe that w c were the o n l y navigators they had ever beheld. 

O n e w o r d more , M». D i x o n , and I have d o n e . — . 

Y o u are pleafed, S i r , to declare, that it was f r o m a fenfe o f the d u t y y o u owe 

to the publ ic and yourfelf , that y o u have undertaken, w i t h what fuccefs that p u b ­

l ic w i l l determine, to point out fome o f the numerous abfurdities, & c . w h i c h , i n 

y o u r o p i n i o n , f i l l m y vo lume : but, leaving yourfe l f out o f the queftion, i t real ly 

became y o u r boafted zeal for the r ight information of the p u b l i c , to have added 

a few more o f m y inconfiftencies, and y o u r o w n obfervations on t h e m , i n order 

to have narrowed the enormous margins of y o u r p a m p h l e t , as w e l l as to have 

occupied the four laft pages o f i t , w h i c h y o u have n o w left to inftruct the 

reader \ v i t h an intereftLng catalogue of y o u r bookfeller's publ icat ions. 

J A N . ; , I 7 9 , . . J O H N M E A R E S . . 

P. S. It is w i t h part icular fatisfaction that I poffefs this o p p o r t u n i t y o f 

contradict ing the mi f in format ion o f M r . D u f f m , relative to C a p t a i n C o l n e t t ' s 

i l l n e f s , i n his letter to me, f rom N o o t k a S o u n d , publi fhed i n m y M e m o r i a l to 

the H o u f e of C o m m o n s , N ° 9 ; — a n d , i n the A p p e n d i x to m y V o y a g e s , N ° 13. 

M r . D u f f i n there ment ions , but I am fure very i n n o c e n t l y , that M r . Co lnet t ' s 

infani ty is fuppofed to be a f a m i l y diforder.-—It, therefore, becomes m y d u t y 

to declare, f r o m the beft author i ty , that fuch a report is deftitute o f any 

foundation whatever. 
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