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Communicationsfor the next issueof publication

Do you have something SUA-related you would liketo sharewith
readers, like an event you want to let people know about or an
idea for an article? We would love to hear from you! Please e-
mail the editor at pohar4@aol.com. We reserve the right to edit
any article submitted. It ispreferable that you submit your ideafor
discussion prior to writing an article. Articles must be related to
SUA events or members. The deadline for articles is the 15" day
of the month, 2 months preceding the issue. For example, articles
for the March/April issue must be received by January 15". Thank
you.

Submission Guiddlines

Tell ushow to reach you: Include your name, daytime phone number,
e-mail address, and mailing addresswith each submission, including
e-mailed submissions.

Go Digital: We regret that we can no longer return submitted
materials. It isbest to email your photos. Use a 3.2-megapixal
(or better) camera set for the highest picture quality, and attach
your photos as jpeg files. If you have an old photo that is
irreplaceable, please make a good-quality copy to share with us.
(Scanned copies must be aresolution of 300 or higher.)

By submitting material for publication, you grant the Slovenian Union
of America (formerly the Slovenian Women’s Union of America)
the use of the material, including your name, hometown and state.
We may modify, reproduce, and distributeit in any SUA authorized
medium and in any manner or appropriate place.

Lettersto the Editor

What a treat to read the various articles in the November/
December 2012 Zarja magazine. | so appreciate the writers
gathering their genealogy (or in the case of George Plautz, other’s
genealogy) and stories to combine them into charming pieces of
history. The story of Abbie Smuk’s church by Mary Lou Deyak
Voelk, and ‘Holding On To the Hope Chest’ by David Sodac are
tender reminders that our beautiful Slovenian ancestors all had
stories. Most of their lives we will never know, but these tid bits
are precious because we love them.

It inspires me to write a story about some of my ancestors for
publication, but | may try to convince one of my “real writer”
siblingstodoitinstead.

Snow Simms, Basalt, CO, Branch 3

Dear Ms. Pohar,

Just received my
Zarja and noticed an
error that involvesmy
mother. At the bottom
of page 8 is a small
photo of her when till
in Ljubljana. My
mother is Jean
Kurilich and is no
relation to thewoman
in the photo near her.
| had sent this photo
earlier in relation to
scholarships in her
name. Canyou please
acknowledge this
error in your next
edition? Thanks very

much. | am her
daughter, Frances
Kurilich.

Jean Kurilich in Ljubljana

Dear Frances,
We apologize for the mistake in placing the above picture of
your mother, Jean Kurilich, in the article on Branch 2 -
Chicago in the November/December issue of Zarja.

Debbie Pohar, Editor

Front Cover:
“ Taste of Sovenia’
Gail Woodshank and Vicki Klein, both of Branch 24 - LaSdlle
demonstrate making paatinke;
Eileen Kochevar playing the button box, Branch 20 - Joliet.

Photos: by Mary Carmody



President’s M essage
Happy New Year to all our Zarja -

May 2013 be awonderful year filled with family, friends,
and laughter at each of your homes and for our 87-year-
old organization. Yes, that is correct; the Slovenian Union
of Americawill reach 87 yearsin 2013. Thisisunbelievable,
but moreimportantly, very encouraging.

We have worked very hard this past decade in keeping
the Slovenian spirit alive. We have done thisthrough events
across the United States; conventions, Zarja - The Dawn,
online newd etter, our website, heritage museum, programs,
scholarships, culinary classes, and so much more.

Every year we say, “We need more members,” but aswe
keep getting older it is more evident we need to keep

The Dawn readers

building. Recruiting and retaining members needs to be
our number one goal for 2013. Please consider purchasing
a membership for someone or encouraging someone to
join. Don't sit back and think someone elsewill doiit; take
the initiative now. Use the application in this issue or
download one from our website at
www.slovenianunion.org. Our future depends on this.
Without memberswe can’t reach 100 years. Canyou help?

Bonnie Pohar Prokup
National President
Slovenian Union of America

SUA Donations
Thank You!

$50 Donation
Dorchak, Olga, 47, +Jennie Gerk

$35 Donation
Huc, Ruth Ann, 43, Zarja

$25 Donation
Peterlin, Victoria, 50, +Frances Peterlin
Wallace, Katherine, 47, +Elsie M Spellacy

$20 Donation
Mulvey, Maureen, 20,
+AnnaMarie Sternisha and Alice Valek

$15 Donation
Kramer, Monica, 43, +Florence Champa Hunter

$5 Donation
Kulaga, Thomas, 2, Zarja

2015 National Convention
$50 Donation
Henkel, Nancy, 89, +Margie Walter

Triglav or Bust

$100 Donation
Family of Raymond Schultz, 99

$50 Donation
Anttila, Rosie, 35

$35 Donation
Herbst, Jean, 20

$25 Donation
Kolesari, Betty Ann, 43

Heritage Fund

$25 Donation
Klatt, Lois, 30, +Jacob and Louisa Loncarich

New Members

Mathis, Halcyon, 3
Turk, Linda, 5

Yazbec, Mary Ellen, 20
Zupancic, Sarah, 20
Skala Jr., Joseph, 33
Cebasek, Breda, 43
Sedora, Deborah, 71

Turk, Ronald, 5
Panian, Ronald, 13
Ancel, Joseph, 20
Carlson, Lori, 20
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Konchar, Natalie, 108
Konchar, Noelle, 108
Monson, Jamie, 109
Setnicker, Ben, 109
Setnicker, Sam, 109

Yuvan, Dianna, 71
Lukach, Emma Grace, 89
Lukach, William, 89
Makovec Petrik, Tanja, 93
Konchar, Katie, 108



Ryba's

Reminders

by Carol Ryba- National Treasurer

Invoices

Annual duesinvoiceswill bemailed viaU.S. mail during
thefirst couple of weeksin January. We remind you that
payment is due 30 days after receipt. We continue to send
too many reminders because many members do not pay
their dues until very late in the year. Last year we had to
send over 800 remindersin May, and in October we sent
over 300. It is requested that you pay your invoices by
April 1st asrequiredin our SUA bylaws. Sending so many
reminders greatly increases our mailing costs.

We will no longer send the annual invoicesviae-mail. In
the past we tried thisin order to save money on postage,
but unfortunately many members claim that they do not
receive e-mailed invoices because apparently some go into
spam mail. We may still occasionally send reminders and
other important news via e-mail so everyone still should
check their spam mail. Also, you do not need to receive an
invoice in the mail. You can always pay by using the
renewal portion of the application formwhichisprintedin
every issue.

Update on 501(c)3

The IRSisworking on our application because they have
gueried us on afew clarifications, and with the guidance
of our attorney we provided additional information.
Hopefully, by thetimeyou receivethisissue, wewill have
received non-profit status.

Burial Insurance

Per our attorney, the Department of Insurance will not
make a decision on how we proceed to get out of the
insurance business until the IRS has ruled on our
application.

What did Treasurer Carol Ryba
wish for when she rang the
church bell on Bled Island?

“Keeping the Spirit Alive”

and
Increasng Membership

Let’shelp fulfill thiswish by making a
New Year's Resolution

Recruitandsign up
new members

Holiday Gift Product Fundraiser

| wish to thank all members who participated in this
fundraiser. | also want to extend a specia hvalalepato
Cookie Maxin, Vice President of Branch 50, who proved
to be an excellent salesperson. Her boss, who is a non-
member, submitted alarge order because Cookie made
the effort to help us. If each Branch would just ask a

few non-members to purchase these lovely gifts, we
could double our profit next year. As| have said before,
wewill need torely on fundraisersfor additional income
because we want to keep our membership dues from
increasing. We need your help in the future.

Zarja The Dawn
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Once again the Slovenian Union of America had an
unforgettablejourney to beautiful Slovenia. Everyone
arrived homesafely with lasting memories. Wehad atotd
of 18travelersfrom Colorado, Florida, Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Texas, and Wisconsin. Onefamily group of eight
includedthreesgters, their hushands, cousins, and afriend.
Another family group of threeincluded mother, daughter,
and son-in-law. Somebecame* adopted” Sovenians, but
they soon learned thewords“Nazdravje” and “ dober
tek.” Additionally, everyone enjoyed the wonderful
Slovenian hospitdlity, culture, and heritage. ManjaLilek
againwasour Sloveniantour-guide, and asusua shedid
anexcellentjob.

Thiswasmy sixth trip to Sloveniaand three have been
with SUA/Zarja sponsored tours. | can say without
reservation that in addition to making every effort to
provide excellent educational information about our
cultureand heritage, wea so makenew friendsand have
agood time. If you arethinking about visiting Slovenia,
we hopeyouwill consider joining SUA onafuturetrip.
Wepromisethat wewill do our best to educate, celebrate,
and of courselaugh. - Carol Ryba
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Membership Application and Renewal
SovenianUnionof America

(Formerly known as Sovenian WWomen's Union of America)
slovenianunion.org swuhome@sbcglobal.net  815.727.1926

For RENEWALS use form at BOTTOM of this page

|:| Adult Dues $25.00 |:| Adult Dues (International Address) $35.00 |:| Junior Dues (Birth to 18) $5.00

If thisisagift and you agree to continue paying for this membership next year, please advise us of billing address:

Duesarefor January through December
If youjoinafter August 31 you will not bebilled in January of the next calendar year
Invoicesare sent annualy in January

Please print the requested information below and send this application form with a check payable to:
Slovenian Union of America, 431 North Chicago Street, Joliet, | L 60432-1703

Last Name First Name M__ F
Street Address City/State/Zip

Phone E-Mall

Dateof Birth Branch Affiliation Number (if known)/Location /

Maiden Name Do you speak Slovenian?

Please describe your Slovenian ancestry and provide SLOVENIAN SURNAMES

How did you hear about us? SUA Member_ Newspaper  Website  Other

I would liketo volunteer for the SUA. My areaof interest or expertiseis

Applicant’'s Signature Date

Tell a Friend! If you wish SUA to send information to afriend or relative, please provide us with their name and address:

Name

Address

I MEMBERSHIPRENEWAL

|

| Name Member ID No. (located on back cover)
! Address

| Phone E-mail Dues Amount Donation

I Mail to: SUA/SWUA, 431 N. Chicago Street, Joliet, IL 60432-1703

January/February 2013



SWU Scholarship Foundation

SWU SCHOLARSHIPS available for the 2013-2014 academic year

by Mary Turvey, SWU Scholar ship Director

CELEBRATING 64 YEARS OF FINANCIALLY ASSSTING STUDENTS

Mission: To generate funding to financially assist students
with hope that they will promote and preserve Slovenian culture.

JOSEF PRINC MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

$4,000
Graduate Sudent for 2013-2014 Academic Year

The Josef Princ Memorial Scholarship for a Graduate
Student will be available to a full-time graduate student
majoring exclusively in Science, Mathematics, or
Engineering during the 2013-2014 school year. The
Scholarshipwill beawarded in April 2013.

This Scholarship isopen to full-time graduate studentswho
have one (1) parent, grandparent, or great- grandparent
of Slovenian ancestry, and will be offered on alternate
years. The applicant does not have to hold membershipin
the Slovenian Union of America. The next award will be
offered during the 2015-2016 academic year. April 2015
being the award date.

Josef Princ, anative of VelikaBukovica, IllirskaBistrica,
Slovenia, graduated with an Engineering Degree from the
University of Ljubljana and continued his studies in
Germany. After immigrating to the United Statesin 1957,
he continued his studies and worked for Nichols Home
Shield as their chief designer and acquired a number of
patents. He also was a designer for Anderson Window
Company. Josef and his wife, Rose Marie, were married
for 36 years before he died in 1999. Josef loved being an
American, although hewas also very proud of hisheritage.
Applicationsfor the Josef Princ Scholarship can befound
online at http://www.slovenianunion.org. All application
materials must be submitted before March 1, 2013. No e-
mailed application information will be accepted.

The Rose Marie Princ Scholarship of $4,000 for aGraduate
Student will be available in alternate years to a graduate
student majoring exclusively inthefield of Education. The
next award will be offered in April 2014 for the 2014-
2015 academic year.
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SWU SCHOLARSHIPS
$1,000 and $ 2,000
College Sudents for 2013-2014 Academic Year

The SWU Scholarship Foundation is offering $1,000 and
$2,000 scholarships for college students attending
accredited colleges or universities full time. Applicants
must hold membership in the Slovenian Union of America
organization for three (3) years prior to applying.
Application forms can be found on the website http://
www.d ovenianunion.org. All application materialsmust be
sent by land mail, postmarked no later than March 1, 2013.
E-mailed documents will not be accepted.

Please alert those students in your community who are
eligible for these SWU Scholarships. Applications for
Scholarships should be mailed to: Mary Turvey, SWU
Scholarship Foundation, 4 Lawrence Drive, Marquette,
Michigan, 49855.

For more information contact mturvey @aol .com.

Scholarship Donations

$500 Donation
Branch 2, Chicago, IL - Branch 2 Scholarship Fund

$41 Donation
SUA Home Office Visitor’'s Contributions

$30 Donation
lvanka Matic

$25 Donation
PatriciaBudzilek, +MonicaMikolic
Jean Koci, Branch 100

$20 Donation
Agnes D. Zabak, +Elsie Spellacy

Zarja The Dawn



Introducing SWU Scholarship Foundation
Branch Representatives

There are a number of students who are members of the
SUA who are not aware of our SWU Scholarship offerings.
A letter waswritten to each of 30 branch presidentsasking
for a representative who would contact and encourage
local, young people to apply. We are proud to announce
thefollowing education- oriented SUA memberswho have
kindly offered to serve. If you are interested in learning
more about the SWU Scholarship Program and itsfunction
pleasecdl one of them. They will have copiesof evauation,
student eval uation procedures, and will be of good help.

There are various categories used by SWU Scholarship
Committee members, grades being only one part of the
criteria. For those from branches not listed, if you would
liketo become a SWU Scholarship Representative please
send an e-mail to Mary Turvey at mturvey @aol.com and
wewill be happy to welcome you.

Branch 1: Marilyn Hendricks
3980 South 18" St., Sheboygan, W1 53081 920.457.1463

Branch 2: Jean Zeleznikar
121 75" St., Burr Ridge, IL 60521-5561 630.325.3965

Branch 3: Bernice Krasovec
4730 Roosevelt Ct., Pueblo, CO 81005-5555 719.564.6779

Branch 20: Annette Koncar
1055 Buell Ave., Joliet, IL 60435 815.726.5119

Branch 35: Marianne Nanti
8429 Mud Lake Rd., Mt. Iron, MN 55768 218.741.6299

Branch 42: Marge Church
1028 Skyland Dr., Macedonia, OH 44056 330.467.0696

Branch 43: Rita Majerle-Klug
6260 S. Lake Dr., #3809, Cudahy, WI 53110 414.333.5536

Branch 55: Maria Selak
1058 Susan Lane, Girard, OH 44420 330.539.5893

Branch 99: Margie Cepon
6137 Knollwood Rd., Unit 305, Willowbrook, | L 60527
773.520.2944

Branch 102: Candace Johnson
1718 Main St., Eau Claire, WI 54701 715.836.0146

Branch 109: Norman Setnicker
188 Wedgewood Dr., Mahtomedi, MN 55115 651.777.6106

Chicago’'s Branch 2 Activities

For many yearsin the past, Branch 2 - Chicago, IL, SUA
members have set goals to accomplish improvements in
thereligiouscommunity of Chicago. Back in 1989, it took
them three years to raise $6,500.00 to fund an Italian,
marble covering over aworn statue of &t. Francisof Assis,
which graces the grounds of St. Francis Seminary in
Lemont, IL. The statue was dedicated in honor of Father
Vendelin, abrilliant, much-loved musician of the Franciscan
Order. Since that time Branch 2 has done considerable
fund-raising to help restore and preserve the Slovenian
St. Stephens Church of Chicago.

In 2011, Branch 2 held a*“Woman of the Year” banquet in
honor of Frances Morison, who had served 30 years at
that time, and presented the SWU Scholarship Foundation
a check of $2,500 in honor of Francis Morison. During
April 2012, a $2,000 Frances Morison Scholarship was
awarded to Margaret Koncar, a student at Xavier
University. On September 22, 2012, during the BaragaDay
Celebration held in Marquette, Michigan, Genevieve Bual,
past SUA National Auditor for two terms, past Illinois —
Indiana Regional President for two terms, and long-time
member of Branch 2, presented SWU Scholarship Officers,
Marge Church and Mary Turvey, with a check of $500.
The $500 balance from the 2011 gift plus this new $500
contributionwill result in a$1,000 Branch 2 Scholarship to
be awarded to an outstanding student.

Asalways, the Officersand Trustees of SWU Scholarship

Foundation are grateful for your support and
encouragement. We thank you for your generosity.

Left to right: Mary Turvey, Marge Church, Gen Buol

A little note from the archival collection of Marie Prisland typed years ago:
“The mother is the fire, the children the light. By the brightness of the light, we know how great is the fire.
May the fire of God's love burn in each of us as we enter into the year 2013.”

For information, questions, and greatly needed contributions, please contact:
Mary Turvey, 4 Lawrence Drive, Marquette, Michigan, 49855 mturvey@aol.com
or Marge Church, 1028 Skyland Drive, Macedonia, Ohio, 44056 yemecl@windstream.net

January/February 2013




Death of a Surname

By George Plautz, Zarja Staff Writer
A Record of Immigration

Slovenian Pioneers to America 1840-1879

We continue with the pioneers who came to lowa and
Stearns County, Minnesota. The difference between these
pioneers and those who came after 1880 was that they
settled land to farm, and create businesses, while those
who arrived later in America came to work in the mines
and factories. Some descendants of the families listed in
this column still have farms in lowa and Minnesota.
Beginning inthe 1870’s, the church of St. Anthony of Padua
in St. Anthony and the church of St. Stephen’sintheWoods
in St. Stephen were built, both in Stearns County.

1865 - During this year Jacob Gollobitsch arrived in
America, settling in Clinton County, lowa, along with his
wife, AnnaAdam. Jacob was born May 1, 1839, in Trata,
Semic Parish, Slovenia, and his wife, Anna, was born
March 1, 1846, in Tanca Gora, Dragatus Parish, Slovenia.
Jacob and Annawere married January 12, 1872, in Sugar
Creek, lowa. Children are: Mary, born December 1872,
married Mathias Stukel, died abt. 1905 in Michigan; Jacab,
born August 1874, died May 26, 1932; John Henry, born
January 1877, died June 26, 1940; Joseph, born October
1879; Peter, born February 1885, died November 1, 1948;
Anna, born March 1887; and Helen A ., born 1890, married
Frank W. Wolever, died abt. 1959 in North Dakota. Jacob’s
brother, John, settledinlowa, arrivingin 1870 and islisted
below. According to a family tree, it appears that Jacob,
John, and Matt were brothers, and the sons of Stefan
Golubic and hiswife, Anna. While it appears this may be
truefor Matt, born abt. 1848, it could not betrue for Jacob
or John, as Stefan Golubic of Trata2, married Anna Rauch,
in 1842. Inthe Slovenian language, theword “ golob” means
pigeon, hence Golobic, is a keeper of pigeons. The
variationsonthissurnamein lowaaonearevery numerous.
I have found somefamily listed under Golobits, Gollovit,
Gollobith, Gollobitch, and Gollobitsch, making research of
thefamiliesvery complicated.

August 4, 1866 - John Cherne (Cerny) arrivesin Baltimore
and settles in Albany, Minnesota. John was born August
15, 1848, in Dobrava, Slovenia, to Simon Cerne and
AppolinaSupan. John married MinaSvolshak onApril 19,
1875. MinawasbornonAugust 5, 1855, inAltach, Austria,
and died on October 15, 1923, in St. Anthony, Minnesota.
John died on November 6, 1932, in St. Anthony, Minnesota.
The couple had thefollowing children: Mary (Sister Mary
Ann), born July 2, 1876, died October 22, 1909, in Rock
Island, Illinois; John, born abt. 1878, died abt. 1944 in
Virginia, Minnesota; Joseph, born January 10, 1880, married
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Gertrude AnnaOstendorf, died December 18, 1954; Anna,
born November 29, 1881, caretaker for cousin, James
Cerne, apriest in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, died abt. 1956,
in Sheboygan, Wisconsin; Anton, bornAugust 4, 1882, died
abt. 1890; Katharina, born August 7, 1885, died abt. 1888;
Frank, born December 28, 1885, married Elizabeth M.
Wenker, died abt. 1943; Andrew, born December 3, 1887,
married Mary Elizabeth Brednick, died October 14, 1982,
in Eveleth, Minnesota; Mike, born November 17, 1889,
married Frances Wenker, died September 26, 1931, in Ely,
Minnesota; Katie, born February 22, 1891, married Frank
John Hoeschen, died January 1, 1979, in Albany,
Minnesota; Frances, born April 7, 1893, married Frank
Malley, died January 8, 1982, in Buhl, Minnesotg; Tillie,
bornApril 29, 1896, married Anton Wolking, died October
21, 1947 in Stearns County, Minnesota; Rosy, born June
16, 1897, married William Schiller, died August 27, 2001, in
St. Cloud, Minnesota; and Bernard Albin, born March 25,
1902, died April 11, 1980, in Petoskey, Michigan. All 14
children were born in Albany, Minnesota. Many
descendants of John and Mina are maintaining a family
tree. Helena Cherne married Gregor Peternell; she was
the sister of John and is mentioned in the listing of 1866
for Gregor Peternell.

In 1868 Lovo Erlahisthefirst Slovenian settler in Omaha,
Nebraska. | was unable to find any reference to an Erlah
in Nebraska, not sure if he stayed in America or not.

1868 - During thisyear, Mathias Schifler (Schiffler) arrives
inAlbany, Minnesota. Mathias married AnnaMariaNotch,
daughter of Laurent Notch and Appolina Pierz. Mathias
was born June 9, 1840, in Kranj, Slovenia, died June 14,
1924, in Albany, Minnesota. AnnawasbornAugust 7, 1841,
in Birkendorf, Austria, and died November 12, 1919, in
Albany, Minnesota. Mathias and Annahavethefollowing
children: Louis, died June 17, 1913, of tuberculosis; Frank,
unknown, Joseph, unknown, Mathias, born February 12,
1871, married to AnnaThovacer on January 17, 1898, died
October 23, 1944, in St. Paul, Minnesota; Anna, born
August 16, 1872, married Matt Schulte, died May 14, 1915,
inAllerston, Alberta, Canada; Anton, born April 24, 1878,
married Margaret Krakar, died September 4, 1964; John,
born December 25, 1875, married MariaFrye, died January
13, 1946, in Albany, Minnesota; Lawrence, born November
19, 1882, died June 15, 1948, in Albany, Minnesota; and,
Mary, born March 3, 1885, died September 23, 1943, in
Albany, Minnesota. All the children were bornin Albany;

Zarja The Dawn



the 1885 Minnesota state census shows the children born
inthisorder: Mathias, Joseph, Frank, John, Anton, Louis,
Anna, and Mary. Lawrence is not listed on the census,
however in that time period, he should have been. Lorenz
(Lawrence), born November 1881, and histhree brothers,
Joseph, born September 1872, John, born December 1876,
Anton, born April 1879, work on afarmin the 1900 U.S.
Censusfor Krain, Minnesota. Ann, their sister married to
Matt Schulte, lives next door to them, and her birthisgiven
asAugust 1872. So thereisalittlemystery asto the actual
dates of birth. All of the family farmed in Stearns County.

May 11, 1869, Joseph Gasperlin arrived in America and
settled in St. Anthony, Krain Township, Minnesota. Joseph,
born January 17, 1830, in Sloveniato Urban Gasperlin and
Marja Bucar, died October 25, 1913, in St. Anthony,
Minnesota. He married MariaBudner in Slovenia. Joseph
and Mariaappear to havelivedinVienna, Austria, for some
time. Their children were all bornin Sloveniaor Austria.
They are: John, born August 12, 1851, died September 12,
1931, in Minnesota, married TheresaMaschisnick; Mary,
born about 1856, died about 1939, married William Gerads;
Michael, born May 1857, died April 2, 1936, in Stearns
County, Minnesota; Johanna, born June 19, 1959, died
August 23, 1939, in Barnesville, Minnesota; Frank, born
May 1861, died May 14, 1947, in Koochiching, Minnesota;
Margaret, born July 1, 1863, died March 25, 1915, married
Frank Rass (Ross); Joseph, born March 6, 1866, died
March 23, 1960, in Koochiching, Minnesota; and Jacob,
born July 23, 1876, died March 28, 1955, in Waite Park,
Minnesota, married Clara Rakotz, born October 6, 1897,
to Frank Rakotz and Caroline Gerads, died on October 9,
1995, St. Cloud, Minnesota. Joseph Gasperlinismentioned
in the history of Stearns County as having served astown
clerk and aresident of Krain Township for 44 years. Heis
also mentioned in ahistory of St. Anthony of PaduaR.C.
Church asinstrumenta in building theorigina church. The
first school in Krain Township was conducted at Joseph
Gasperlin’shousein 1874.

1870 - During thisyear, Martin Teshak (Tezak) arrivedin
Waterford Township, Clinton County. Hewas born July 4,
1836, in Suhor, Slovenia. In 1881, he married Appolonia
Maurin Messrich, the widow of John Messerich. Martin
and Appolonia have three children: Martin, born July 6,
1882, married Wilhelmina Elsner, died August 15, 1966;
Anton, born January 11, 1886, married Frances Rose, died
November 1967; and, Anna, born June 29, 1888, married
Louis Boehmer, died January 17, 1910. The Messerich
children lived with the Teshaks but will be mentioned in
another listing. Son, Martin, and Wilhelmina had five
children: Rosalla, born July 7, 1909, married Cyril
Eckenberg, died November 9, 2005; Pauline Caroline, born
September 21, 1906, married Joseph Banowetz, died abt.
2002; Irene Genevieve, born May 24, 1913, married Joseph
John Rose, died January 24, 2008; Ella Cecelia, born June
6, 1919, married Leroy Ray, died August 29, 1999; and
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Cecelia Frances, born February 12, 1930, died February
12, 1930. Son, Anton, and Frances had four children; Della
C., born November 18, 1908, married L eo Banowetz, died
May 16, 2006; Clara Bernadette married Wilbert John
Weimerskirch, died December 17, 2010; Maria-no
information available; Vernard Vincent, married Mildred,
died May 1978. Daughter, Anna, and L ouis Boehmer had
three children: RitaElizabeth, born October 3, 1917, married
Walter Joseph Banowetz, died July 20, 2009; and sisters,
Dolores and Marie.

The Banowetz, Messarich, and Maurin families will be
listed separately in future issues of Zarja. Background
information on the Teshak family camefrom SUA member,
Arlene Rose Considine. Arlene provided information
concerning her Sugar Creek families to the website put
together by Marilu Thurman of Brown’s Township, lowa,
and also donated newspaper articles and genealogy data
toour library in Joliet, IL. Arlenewill assst meinidentifying
individuals of Slovenian descent in Clinton County, lowa.
If you followed the above geneal ogy you will find that the
Rose and Banowetz families are closely related to the
Teshak and Maurin family. This happened in the small
villages of Europe and America.

1870- Prior tothisyear, John Gollobitsch arrivedinAmerica
and settled in Clinton County, lowa. In the 1870 U.S.
Census, heisliving with his wife, children, and mother,
Anna. John’sbrother, Jacab, listed at the beginning of this
column, is aso living with the family. John was born
December 27, 1833, and died February 5, 1894. Hiswife,
Anna Maria“Rosa’ Nipp, was born September 4, 1833,
and died December 18, 1915. John and Anna had the
following children: Rosa M., born August 1863, married
Jacob Wilwerding, died 1921; Mary Elizabeth, born March
15, 1865, married John Charles Heese, died November
13, 1937; Catherine, born 1867, married Peter Joseph
Korth, died March 29, 1894; Mary, born 1869; Theresa,
born 1871; John, born March 14, 1872, died February 27,
1890; Anna, born 1874. John and his family moved to
Shelby County, lowa, and farmed. Thereisno mention of
John or his family in the U.S. Censuses after 1880.

1870 - During this year, Jakob Klemencic works at the
BavariaBrewery in California; hasone of thefirst children
born of Slovenian descent in California. Jacob, born about
1850, islisted as brewery driver in the 1880 U.S. Census
for San Francisco, California. Information about hishistory
isfrom the history by Don Kambic, titled “ The Slovenes
of Northern California.” There is no further mention of
him in the censuses.

To contact me by mail:
George Plautz
1307 Dragon Head Drive
Valrico, FL 33594
or by e-mail at doblice@gmail.com
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r<t, | would liketo introduce you to thisman who devoted

hislifetohismissionary work in India. Father Joze Cukale,
s.j. wasmy first cousin, the son of my father’s older brother.
He was born in what is now Sloveniain April of 1915. He
was ordained in 1940 and served in a neighboring parish to
hishome until theend of WWII. During that time, Communists
took over the government and the lives of the people of
Yugoslavia. Many Catholicswere murdered, or if lucky, were
able to flee; some stayed and lived under persecution,
especialy during the first years after the war. Although two
of Father Joze's brothers were killed, as were many of his
friends, his other family members stayed in the family home
in Vrhnika. Joze was able to escape in 1945 and went to
Italy, where he joined the Jesuits in Rome in 1950. He was
sent to Indiain the heat of the jungle. It was his dream to be
amissionary and especially to help unfortunate children.

Shortly after his arrival in Calcutta, Father Joze met a nun
who was hel ping the very poor and destitute people of Calcutta.
She had started her own order, called the Missionaries of
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Charity. Because she came from a background similar to his,
in Eastern Europe, they connected. This nun was Mother
Teresa.

Intheearly 1950's, | started communicating with Father Joze
by first including anotein with aletter that my father wroteto
him. | was a high school student at the time, and Father
encouraged meto be agood student and agood person. Father
Joze wrote beautiful letters, and | answered. He sent photos
of his meetings and work with Mother Teresa as early as
1956, and again in 1959, he sent photos of dispensariesand an
orphanage for abandoned children. At thispoint | hadn’'t heard
of Mother Teresa's work, except through my cousin. In one
letter he wrote, “| am pleased to being favored to work with
this God-sent woman. In fact, | hopeto be able to get ahouse
for her in our Parish of St. Ignatius, where there are about 12
slums and bustees and plenty of everything that goeswith this
kind of ‘stuff.” We are conducting a large-scale campaign to
convert mud hutsinto brick; thesmelly placesinto clean, sunny,
hygienic dwellings.”

Zarja The Dawn
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Through the years, of course, we heard more and more
about the deeds of the Missionaries of Charity as they
spread their work around the world. These two
missionaries and their associ ates became close friends and
consulted with one another. Their work was not so much
trying to convert anyone to Catholicism, asit wasto give
the poor a place to stay, away to learn how to grow food,
and raise chickens to feed their families. It would give
them dignity to do something for themselves, and when
necessary, to die in peace.

Father Joze was ableto build the Church of St. Anthony in
the early 1980's and stayed and served there throughout
most of that decade; it was a huge accomplishment.
Everyone was welcome. Because Mother Teresa had no
priests in her Mother House, she would visit there with
someof her sistersand lay missionaries. Father Jozewould
celebrate Mass for them. He performed the Sacrament of
Marriage, Baptism, and First Communion for many families
at St. Anthony’s. It was a busy life. Many of his friends,
however, were Hindus, and he had |earned their language,
although English was spoken quite readily throughout India.

In order to relax and for self expression, Father Joze was

an artist and a poet. Unlike Mother Teresa, he kept close
tieswith hisfamily in Europe. During adifficult period, he

Dhbyana 7%kran,
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would send lettersto me and | would forward them to his
sistersin Yugoslavia, because much of his mail had been
censored or destroyed. He could not visit until after the
1970's. On a few occasions he was able to get to the
Italian border and the family would meet himthere. Finally,
in the mid 1980’ s things became easier, and then after the
fall of the Iron Curtain and the Independence of Slovenia,
they felt free.

These were also the years where, more and more, Father
worked closely with Mother Teresa. They seemed to rely
on one another as spiritual advisors and could confide in
one another concerning their own problems and the needs
of the people. Mother Teresa requested that Father Joze
accompany her to Russiaand Armeniain 1991; therethey
found a population that was wildly curious about these
religiousvisitors. Religion had been banned in the Soviet
Union through those many years. They were approached
on the streets and at the airport and anywhere that people
gathered.

After Russia, Father Joze was able to celebrate his 50
Jubilee at hishome parishin thetown of Vrhnika, Slovenia,
in 1991, just afew months after the actual anniversary. It
was abeautiful and meaningful celebration.

Zarja The Dawn
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About 1993-1994, Mother Teresawanted Father to return
again to Russia, but his superior had another job for him.
He was sent to Bangladesh to open a Jesuit High School
that had been closed for 100 years. At that time Indians

were not alowed to go to Bangladesh, but Joze was a
Slovene, so he was given permission. He successfully
opened that school and it has been in operation ever since.
After that, Father Joze opened a school in Calcutta for
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students who could not afford the regular schools. He
refurbished an old building and made it suitable for
classrooms so that 300 students could come on a daily
basis.

Thethrill of my life happened in 1998 when my husband,
Arnie, and | were planning a trip to Slovenia. We found
that my dear cousin, Father Joze, would be visiting his
family at the same time that we would be there. So, after
corresponding with this holy man for over 40 years, we
would finally meet. We had about four glorious days
together. The family was so excited to have him there!
Traveling with himwas Bishop Salvadore L obo of Calcutta,
aswell asthe Jesuit Provincial, with whom he was avery

#&WM&/&MM it along Do 7dsi:

close friend and colleague. Arnie and | were fortunate to
be able to travel and tour severa churches, pilgrimage
places, and view pointsin the beautiful country, and since
it was the weekend of Mission Sunday, we were able to
attend several Masses where Father Joze Cukale was the
celebrant and where he is loved. He and his colleagues
were warmly received.

Recently, | found out that Bishop Salvadore Lobo wasthe
head of the Tribunal for the Beatification of Mother Teresa.
Father Joze Cukale also took part in some of those
interviews. In August, 2010, Bishop Lobo led a
concel ebrated Eucharist marking the 100" year of Mother
Teresa's birth. The Cathedral of Immaculate Heart of
Mary and Blessed Teresa was inaugurated on November
13, 2009, astheworld'sfirst cathedral named after Mother
Teresa. Bishop Lobo took part in that celebration aswell.

v.in 7998 when 7%omic and P met Fo Toge and
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A large painting of Mother Teresa, that Father Joze
completed at the time of her death in 1997, was given to
usasagift aong with several other watercolorsthat Father
had painted for our children. He also gave usahbook of his
poetry with the personal message, “ To my dear Arnie and

Jean who brightened my visit in Slovenia, on the days of
our long-desired meeting - from Joze Cukale, s.j. 19-10-
98.” | shall alwaystreasure our timetogether. Father Joze
Cukale passed away in October, 1999, just a year after
our only meeting.

Itisinteresting to note that many of Father Joze' spaintingshave been displayedin gdleriesinIndiaand Sovenia
Hisbook of poetry waspublishedin 1994 in Celje, Slovenia. Thetitleis: Naj sete spesmijo dotikam.

January/February 2013
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BredalLoncar

Tributeto Long Time Members

When a Slovenian woman
encounters adversity,
she never gives up,
but seesthe roadblock asa
stepping stone to future success.

The Slovenian Language Manual written by Breda
Loncar and her sister, Milena, isused around the world by
students of the Slovenian language. The newest Slovenian
newspaper, the “ Jovenian American Times’, is edited
by Breda L oncar; a Slovenian woman who overcame many
roadbl ocks and became the mother of a beautiful family,
raising 5 successful children and 12 grandchildren, a
prominent educator, and an advocate for her Slovenian
heritage.

Breda L oncar isaremarkable Slovenian woman who was
born in Cerklje pri Kranju to Stanko and Albina Osenar.
Her father was a Domaobranec, who was imprisoned by
both the Germans and the Communists and then executed
inan openfield in the middl e of the night. Her unclefound
hisbody and her father was given aproper burial. Fearing
for their lives, three year old Breda, her mother, sister,
brother, two aunts, and a cousin attempted to escape the
country inthe night, in alarge hay wagon, when the horses
were being shot at by the Communist Partisans. Thewagon
overturned and they were saved when they found shelter
in a basement. From there they traveled on foot across
the Ljubel Pass to Vetrinje, and some weeks later to the
Spittal, Austria, refugee camp where they spent nearly five
years. With hundreds of othersthey stood in linewith large
cansto get their meals, and on Sundays the children were
served athick slice of white bread with butter, areal treat
which Bredadivided into thirds so it would last longer.

Breda’'s mother had chancesto havethefamily immigrate
to Canada, Argentina, and Australia, but her heart was set
on the United States, and with help from friends, Anton
Grdina sponsored the family. Mom Osenar insisted on
America because she knew (when she became a citizen)
she could petition to bring her youngest son, Stanley, to
join the family. When they fled, Stanley (not even ayear

old), wasin a hospital in Ljubljana with an acute case of
pneumonia; he could not have made thetrip. They came
on an Army ship (General Sturgis) which had stopped for
threedaysin the middle of the ocean dueto stormy, winter
weather. Thefirst day on the ship the children saw alarge
amount of hard-boiled eggs and understood that they could
eat as many as they wanted. Breda ate many- too many-
and got quiteill, and for years after woul d not touch another
hard-boiled egg! They landed at Ellis|sland where Breda,
now eight years old, had to prove that she was mentally
competent by passing a multiplication test. She got the
right answer, but used the European method of computation
which was not understood by the test giver; he could not
understand how she got the right answer. She passed.

Thefamily arrived in Cleveland on aSunday evening, and
on Monday morning the children were already enrolled
and attending St. Vitus School. Breda, at age eight, knew
little English, but she studied at least five hours every
evening, using a dictionary to learn the language. Even
though she was only a child, she worked delivering the
“ American Home” newspaper, spending her first earnings



onapair of “American” tennisshoes. The Osenar children
always knew that they were expected to attend college,
and all have college degrees.

Mrs. Osenar supported her family by doing piece work,
sewing cuffs on uniforms, at the Work Wear Corporation,
but she had to hold back her work as she was producing
so much more than the other employees. When she needed
an operation, which would prevent her from working for
six weeks, she was offered disability payments; she
refused, as she said she put aside money for when she
could not work. One of her happiest moments was when
Stanley, then age 12, joined the family. All the children
helped with the family finances by holding jobs; Breda,
when she was 10 years old, assisted her mother as she
cleaned houses, and later worked for a dry cleaner, a
caterer, and as a sales lady.

In 1964, Breda married Matt Loncar, whom she
affectionately refersto asa*“ saint” for hisconstant support
of al she does. Sheisthe mother of 5 children; Matthew,
Tanya, Frank, Martin, and Peter, and the grandmother of
12. Her family is her life and she is very proud of her
children, all of whom have university degrees and well-
established careers, as well as a strong work ethic. They,
like her, have a commitment to help and be of service to
others.

Bredatook 17 years off from being afull-time educator to
raise her family. During that time, Breda taught adult
education for the Cleveland School system and the
Mayfield School System; shetaught Advanced Englishto
foreigners and many, many Slovenian classes. Her sister,
Milena, also taught Slovenian classes, and it was at this
time the two wrote the Sovenian Language Manuals
which many people have used in their Slovenian language
classes. The books have gone through 10 printings and
are still being used around the world.

A prominent educator, who retired after being the assistant
principal (8 years), then principal (5 years) of North High
School in Eastlake, Curriculum Director of theWilloughby-
Eastlake Schools (5 years) in Ohio, Breda had received
her B.A. in the teaching of English, French, and German
from Notre Dame Collegein Cleveland, Ohio, an M.Ed. in
Education from John Carroll University and at Cleveland
State University, a Permanent High School Administrative
Certificate (Principal), and a Superintendent’s License.

As an educator, Breda wants to see that every student is
successful and has started a program for “ students at risk”
(BTS - Bridge to Success) for which, although retired,
shestill directs. This program has had a93% successrate.
North High School achieved an “Excellent” status on the
state report card, and were state champions in the

“ Academic Decathlon Competition” for eight consecutive
years during her tenure as vice-principal and principal.

A few yearsago, the amost 100 year old, American Home
(Ameriska Domovina) a Slovenian newspaper, ceased
publication, leaving a void in the Cleveland community
which needed to be filled. A committee was formed by
Breda and fellow classmate from St. Vitus, Tony
Petkovsek, to look into forming a new paper, which they
calledthe“ Jovenian American Times,” amonthly tabloid.
They had no list of past subscribers so they sent free copies
of the first issue to addresses they were given of people
who may be interested, and the paper was on its way to
becoming a success. There was a need for an English
editor and thejob fell to Breda, who said she would takeit
for ayear. It is now four years later and she is still the
editor. She considersthework a“Labor of Love,” agiftto
her Dad of whom, sadly, she has not asingle recollection.

Breda and her sister saw their homeland of Slovenia for
thefirst time since fleeing when they were attending summer
school, studying Advanced French at the University of
Sorbonne in Paris. The Yugoslav Consulate in Pittsburgh
twice refused their application for a visa because their
father had been a Domobranec, an enemy of Communism.
Eventually the Consulatein Paris granted them avisaand
Breda, then 19 years old, was finally able to experience
the country of her birth, an emotional experience which
brings tears to her eyes even today. She has been active
in many Slovenian organizations; as ateacher at St. Vitus
Slovenian School, choreographer for many decades for
the Kres Folklore Dance Group, Slovenska Pristava, and
more recently, the Sovenian American Times.

Bredais a member of SUA’s Branch 50 in Euclid, Ohio,
and at the last SUA - Ohio State Convention was the
featured speaker who spoke about the “Slovenian
Woman.” Sheistruly the “Slovenian Woman!”

TributetoLong TimeMembers

Note: Please notify me if you would
liketo suggest aSUA/SWUA member
to be profiled in this feature.
Remember - they must have been
activefor many years, and are probably
intheir 80s.

My e-mail is pbudzilek@oh.rr.com.
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The Slovenian Union of America's

Branch 24 - LaSalle, Illinais, re-

introduced an age-old European

and Slovenian “All Saints Day”

processional custom of placing lit

candles at the graves of loved

ones. The Nationa President of

the SUA, Bonnie Pohar Prokup,

had been emotionally moved by the

sights of the cemetery customs

whilevisiting Sloveniaand wanted

to inaugurate a similar tradition

back in her hometown. Thanksto

Debbie Pohar’'s (SUA Vice

President of  Outreach)

imaginativeness, she, along with

Bonnieand Donny Baldin, created,

planned, and organized the event.

Mike Kasap was extremely

helpful inlocating themany grave

sites that were organized into a

processional route throughout the

cemetery. The event began at dusk as 30-40 enthusiastic

members assembled with Brother Luke McLachlan (of

St. Bede Abbey & Academy, Peru, Illinois) to begin the

activitieswithin the ethnic cemetery of St. Vincent’sinLa

Sale, lllinois. Thosethat could walk the distance, followed

Brother Luke on aroute, pre-marked with red flags, to the

gravesitesof SUA members’ loved ones. Those members

that would find thewalk somewhat challenging, remained
in their cars and followed
the procession along the
route within the cemetery.
Family members lit clear,
glass-encased candles, as
Br. Luke blessed each
designated gravesite with
the sprinkling of holy water.
A brief memorial prayer
was said by the gathered
crowd, and the procession
continued winding alongits
route, led by one of the
event's organizers carrying
ared, electric flashlight. As
we processed, | became
distracted by a soft,
background sound that was
repetitive and somewhat
mechanical sounding. It
sounded similar to an
industrial, water sprinkler
operatinginthedistance. As
welooked up, you could see
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thousands of sparrowssilently flying and filling the skies.
You could only hear the flapping of wings in unison as
they flew. Somebody must have been tacitly giving their
approval of the night’s activities or else we were scaring
away the evil spirits? At the completion of our candle-
setting procession, we gathered at a small altar set up for
Br. Luke. He said aclosing litany of those who were buried
elsewhere, but in the hearts of their loved ones present at
St. Vincent's. As we turned to leave, you could see the
twinkling candles on the graves throughout the cemetery,
it was a pastoral, panoramic view of peace. In keeping
with the Slovene tradition, we continued on to the local
Four Star Family Restaurant for supper and camaraderie.

For generations, the Slavic cultures, which includes the
Slovenes, practiced age-old traditions of visiting the graves
of loved oneson the eve of All Saints Day (November 1%)
through the All Souls Day (November 2). In many of the
Slavic countries, this day of remembrance is even a
legislated national holiday. The activitiesbegin at dusk as
the darkening shadows of nightfall begin to cloak and
embrace the cemetery. Grave markers are washed off
and cleaned of dirt and debris, then adorned with real and
artificial silk flowers. Brightly colored, glasscandlehholders-
many already in place around the marker- are given new
candleinsertsand arelighted. Fresh, white gravel isplaced
around thetombstone area, hel ping the grave marker stand
out in stark contrast. The overall effect emanates an eerie
glow throughout the area. The celebrating of family at a
meal, both in the memory of thosethat have died and with
thoseliving, typicaly followsthe cemetery visit.
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| compared noteson our inaugural All Saints Eve activities
with my Slovenian cousin, David Smukovi¢, who resides
in the village of Ra¢je vas. He writes that since the 14"
century, there have been local and general customs
surrounding what is today referred to as “Vsi sveti” (All
Saints). There once was a fast on what was called
“bedenje’ or “bedenji dan” (Stay Awake) day, which
was practiced since the 14" Century and was very strict.
Intheareaaround Celje, people said that those who didn’t
fast on All Saints Day would have to fast before every
saint’sfeast day. Inthe areasaround Ljubljanaand in other
sections of Slovenia, peoplewore black clotheswhen they
visited the cemetery. In the late afternoon of All Saints
Day, the people gathered first in their local church. After
the litany was said and the sermon was given, the priest
would lead aprocession to the cemetery. Bellswould ring
for one hour in the evening of All Saints Day and then
again for one hour on the following morning of All Souls
Day. During theringing of the bells, the priest would pray
all the parts of the rosary. People were expected to kneel
in their own homes and also pray the rosary and then the
Litany for the Dead. It was forbidden to visit the local
taverns and bars. The older people believe that when the
evening bells are ringing, the souls from purgatory come
back to the housesin which they used to live. They would
remain there until the next morning and when they would
hear the morning church bells ringing, they were saved
from suffering and ascended into heaven. During thetime
that the souls were in their former homes, people were
not allowed to laugh, but just pray. They wouldfill the house
with the scent from the burning smoke of the “brin” (a
branch of a juniper bush). In some areas, people would
place blessed water, bread, aglass of wine, and lighted ail
lamp. The soulswould cool down from the blessed water;
put oil on their wounds. The light from the lamp would
“lighten” their darkened eyes, and with the bread they
would become invigorated. In some locales, they would
also place horseradish on the table so the soulswoul d feel
morealive.

It wasn’t until the second half of the 19" century that the
cemetery customs became so commercialized with floral
arrangements, elaborate headstones, and lighted candles
placed inside glass lanterns. There was a period of time
that people didn’t always decorate graves and carry out
all the customs and traditionsthat we practicetoday. Ina
2008 mojvideo interview, Slovenian Ethnologist, Janez
Bogatgj, discussed that in the olden days people viewed
the cemeteries in Slovenia as “holy fields.” Before the
19" century, cemeteries were simple and immaculate.
Family memberswould decorate the graves of their loved
ones with just a simple, wooden cross. The traditional
church and religious ceremonies surrounding the
recognition and reverence given to deceased family
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members has always been present, it's just that later the
cemetery decoration customs became more el aborate and
prevalent.

Some of the modern day customs are based on traditions
that go back as far as the ancient Celtic festival of
“Samhein” that marked the end of harvest and the
beginning of winter. The Slovene people evolved from
the eventual settling of the fleeing Celtic and Germanic
tribes, who migrated to their present day geographical
areas. In the Samhein festival rituals, the presence of the
dead spirits were essential in the celebration activities.
They were invoked to participate and honored through a
communal feast and entertainment. Today, many of the
families gather after visiting and the decorating of the
cemeteriesto celebratefamily; this seemspartially rooted
in the ancient Samhein festival rite.

Bonfireswere set aflame and used as a part of acleansing
ceremony and a means of inviting the souls to return to
our world in many of the ancient, cultural traditions.
Barbara Swiech, in an article posted on a Polish Culture
site, wrote about the ancient Slavic feast of Dziady. Dziady
was a feast that commemorated the deceased and would
help lost soulsfind forgiveness and achieve eternal peace.
Theancient Slavic and Baltic tribeswould prepare afestive
family meal for the souls of loved ones, with the deceased
souls invited to participate. Paths and roads would be lit
with lanterns and fires to make it easier for the souls to
make their way to the feast. Again, today’s customs on
theuse of mealsand lit candles seemsto have been derived
from ancient rites and traditions.

It wasn't until the 7" Century that the Catholic Pope,
Boniface |V, designated November 1% as an “All Saints
Day.” The church had always honored select saints on
their feast days throughout the year, but, there are over
10,000 saintsand just not enough daysin the calendar year
to name afeast day after each one of them! By designating
one day to honor “All” of the saints, we wouldn't leave
anyone out or show favor to only afew.

For hundreds of years, burning candles have been astaple
at cemeteries, chapels of rest, funerals and crematoriums.
Funeral candles are a common presence near or behind
the displayed coffin during visitations or wakes, often
placed intall, lantern-type stands. They are consequently
used at the funeral Mass as well. The candles that are
used in cemeteries and placed at graves go by many
names. remembrance candles, grave candles, cemetery
candles, or memorial candles. Typically, the candles are
encased in bright, colored-glass shellsand have an aerated
metal cap that protects the flame from the wind, rain, or
snow. These glass candle holders also come in a variety
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of shapes and sizes. Some
candles are intended to
burn for up to four days.
Some of the glass holders
are designed to enable
replacement candle inserts
each year. They can get as
elaborate or simple as one
would like, as well as
expensive.

Thelit candlessymbolizea

variety of purposes and

meanings. In some

cultures, lit candles help

provide a means of focus

and concentration on the

memory of a deceased

person; alonging for them.

Lit candles are thought to

light up the road for the

dead, to help them find their

way totheir final destination

and reward. They symbolizean everlasting life. Throughout
much of Europe, thetradition of placing lighted candles at
the gravesitesis a popular means of keeping avigil and a
memory of the deceased loved one.

The varied traditions and ethnic customsthat center around
All Saints Day areindeed beautiful and thought-provoking.
Their respectful activities guide your thoughts to the
memories of your deceased loved ones. | couldn’t help
but envision the delight and pride of my own grandparents
and parents to see me reverently placing and lighting a
candle, in an age-old Slovenian tradition, at their eternal
resting places. After the SUA members of the La Salle
and Oglesby branches concluded their post All Saints Eve
dinner, | was compelled to go back and look at the candles
in the cemetery before | trekked back home on Interstate
80. | pulled into the cemetery drive and just sat theretaking
in the waning moon night and reflecting on the flickering
lights. It was so quiet; so peaceful. | recalled the thoughts
expressed by Fr. Francis Weiser in his book on Christian
Feasts and Customs, “It is impressive, an unforgettable
sight to look upon hundreds and often thousands of lights
quietly burning in the darkness and dreary solitude of a
cemetery.” People call the burning candles the lights of
theholy souls. In German, it'sreferredto as” Seelenlicht,”
the soul’s light. Our first All Saint’s Eve candle-lighting
endeavor maybe wasn't quite on the grand scale as
traditionally experienced in cemeteriesthroughout Slovenia
...but next year, you just wait and see! Until we celebrate
again, “Eternal rest grant unto our beloved loved ones, O
Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.”
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. George Cemetery in Catez ob Savi, near Brezice, Sovenia
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Slovenian

Union of America

Branch Reports

BRANCH 1 - Sheboygan, Wisconsin

Here's a short update on Branch 1 events: In June we
held our 3rd annua Slovenian potluck dinner. Themembers
attending enjoyed awonderful selection of food including
smoked fish “caught by a Slovenian fisherman” and a
special treat suggested by Dr. Bogatgj at the 2011 National
Convention in Milwaukee. For a unique taste do give
“Bucno olje” atry - it's vanilla ice cream with a small
drizzle of Slovenian pumpkin oil on top. Our members
enjoyed our September breakfast meeting held at the
Bourbon Street Bar & Grill. In October weheld our election
for officersto serve in 2013. We thank the following for
their willingness to serve our Branch - Mary Ann
Schellinger, President; Denise Schueffner, Vice President;
Betty Repenshek, Secretary; and Marilyn Hendricks,
Treasurer.

I'd like to share my experience of a special Slovenian
opportunity and quite an honor for me, one that | was so
proud to be a part of. On my first trip to Sloveniain 1996
I met Sonja Jamnikar. She was a friend of my father’'s
sister, Mara, and became our interpreter aswevisited with
family and friends. Over theyearsof visits, telephonecalls,
and e-mailswe became “sestras” (sisters) rather than just
friends. We shared many interestsincluding crafting inthe
areas of sewing, knitting, crocheting, and cross-stitching.
When staying at her home, it was not uncommon for both
of usto besitting on her bal cony, enjoying acup of coffee,
working onacross-stitch project and looking in the distance
at the Velenje castle. A couple of monthsago | received a
call from Sonjaasking if | would like to send her some of
my handiwork to be displayed at a booth at the Second
International Embroidery Festival to be held in Velenje,
Slovenia, in November. What an honor! | contacted our
son, David, also aBranch 1 member, and got an item from
him that he had done when hewasin eighth grade. So, the
items were boxed up and sent on their way to Slovenia.

Hereismy communication from SonjaJamnikar, Velenje,
Sovenia

January/February 2013

The 2nd International Festival of Embroidery was held
from November 9 — 11 in Velenje. More than 50 teams,
each with two to ten members, came from Sovenia,
Italy, Croatia, France, Serbia, Hungary, Austria, and
the United Sates of America.

This festival was part of a large project. The city of
Maribor is the European Capital of Culture in the year
2012 and Velenje is one of the partner cities in this
project. The University of the Third Age - Velenje (This
is not related to a specific age, but refers to a period
in one’s life - after the 2nd age of full-time employment),
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Velenje municipality, and Velenje Museum organized
the festival.

We invited many colleagues in the field of culture,
singers, accordion and zther performers, and other
musicians who are members of our University. They
also had the folklore dancers group, Koleda. Saleska
Society Gambate artists were presented with beautiful
curtains made of ceramic. | invited my friend, Mary
Ann Schellinger, to participate and on the pictures you
can see her exhibition at the Festival in Velenje. It was
a very nice embroidery festival, which was seen by
many visitors.

MARY ANN SCHELLINGER

BRANCH 2 - Chicago, Illinois

Since | missed a couple of reports, | will try to update
you on some of our activities. There were eight members
who madethetrip to Marquette, MI, for the Bishop Baraga
Pilgrimage Days. In 2013, Duluth, MN, will host on
October 2-3. You can plan for agreat Slovenian weekend.
Asaways, the bus will leave from Lemont.

On February 17 at 1:00 p.m. - Valentine's Day Party,
bring a dessert to share. On March 17 at 1:00 p.m. - St.
Joseph’s Table, bring a side dish and a dessert to pass.

Many of our members attended the 17" Anniversary
celebration of our Slovenian Catholic Center in Lemont
on November 11. Many veterans were in attendance.

L ouis Pasdertz attended adinner honoring all WWII vets
at Applebee’s Restaurant. His daughter, Patsy,
accompanied him.

Our prayers go out to Christine Podder who is battling
cancer. Please keep her in your prayers.

We are very sorry to report we lost another member -
our former Recording Secretary, Geneva Cerjak. We
remember Geneva and her daughters (Connie and Karen
- both members and deceased) who werein charge of the
Penny Social Sweet Table. Each year they would come
up with some very different and unique ideas and they
were dressed for the theme. It brought many people to
buy and see what the girlswould be up to. Wereally miss
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them. Condolencesto Geneva's sons, Joe and David, and
their families. Please remember them in your prayers.

A heartfelt thank you and tribute to all past and present
membership of Branch 2 should be given for a specia
accomplishment. Through our hard work, countless hours,
and many, many, many decades we were able to grant an
endowment of $10,000 to the Slovenian Woman’s Union
Scholarship Foundationin 2012.

Hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas. Welcome
2013, Happy New Year to all!
DAISY

BRANCH 3 - Pueblo, Colorado
Contact Information:
amtcharron@yahoo.com 719.696.8583

On October 2, Branch 3 began regular monthly meetings
after having a break over the summer months. Norma
Becco hosted the meeting and served various delicious
breads, juices, coffee, and tea. Greg Perse of Perse
Construction cameto the meeting to discussthe new ramp
at St. Mary’s Church. Since Branch 3 meetings are held
in the church basement, the ramp will make the meetings
more accessible to Slovenian Union members. The annual
St. Mary’s Church Slovenian dinner was held on October
6. Several members of Branch 3 participated in the dinner
planning. Asusual, potato salad, sarma, apple and cheese
strudels, and avariety of sausageswere served. The dinner
served acapacity crowd of 300inthechurch hall. Strolling
accordion players provided music during the event.

The November meeting was held on November 6 with
Marie Mutz hosting. Marie served homemade oatmeal and
chocolate chip cookies, popcorn, ice cream, and applecider
to the attendees. Marilyn Kristan won the door prize. The
meeting included a memorial to longtime member,
Katherine Kochevar, who passed away on October 4.
President Marge Cullen talked about the Branch 3
membership. Since the meeting was held on Election Day,
Vice President Eileen Kaplan entertained the group with
some election trivia. She stressed how important it is to
vote and how one vote can change the whole election as
in the Harry S. Truman/Thomas Dewey election in 1948.

Branch members passed amotion to ask for acontribution
of $10 to the Scholarship Fund from members who are
able to donate at the Christmas Party.

ANNETTE SABO
CHARRON & BARBARA KARLINGER

BRANCH 5 - Indianapalis, Indiana
Happy New Year to all Branch 5 members! Hopeyou all
havewonderful Christmasmemories! Aswe start the New
Year, let us reflect on the past year for a moment.
Branch 5 has a very diverse age group. We have 31
members born before 1950, 22 members from 1951-1980,
and 19 membersfrom 1981-2012. Our oldest member was
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bornin 1914, and our youngest member wasbornin 2012.
We have 16 male members, and 7 junior members.

We were saddened by the loss of three members this
year. Branch 5 welcomed seven new members to join us
at our meetings, or to stay in touch “long-distance” by
means of e-mail and Zarja.

Thisyear, Mary, Karen, and |, your wonderful Branch 5
officers, would likeyoutoinviteafamily friend or relative
tojoin Slovenian Union of America. Itisreally easy if you
talk to people who have an interest in our Slovenian
heritage. It may be someone you see often, but never think
to ask. Show them an issue of the Zarja, send them the
on-line application, or just invitethem to one of our pitch-
ins! A “gift” membership is always anice surprise!

We would aso like to thank all who attended our annual
“Koffee and Krofe’ at Holy Trinity! What a wonderful
way to remember our past members, and have such fun
eating krofe and socializing on aSunday morning! Twenty-
four members, who ate their way through mountains of
fried chicken, attended our Holiday Dinner at Iron Skillet!

Try to support the upcoming events at Holy Trinity...
“SAUSAGEFEST” isafavorite evening with your choice
of regular, smoked, or blood sausage dinners with polka
music and dancing! Holy Trinity Reverse Raffle and dinner
is one of the biggest fundraisers for the church, and is
always a great evening with good food, silent auctions,
and of course, big raffle prizes! Evenif you cannot attend,
buy aticket or makeadonation - it all goesto Holy Trinity!

Asaways, remember al our membersand their families
in your thoughts and prayers, especially our military
families. Have awonderful and blessed New Year!

KAREN, MARY & PHYLLIS

BRANCH 13 - San Francisco, California

Wishing all of our Branch 13 members a healthy and
prosperous 2013. Our officers have been nominated and
elected for 2013, and they are Doreen Sustarich, President;
Agnes Leach, VP, Moreen Spencer, Secretary; Michele
Twers, Treasurer; Virginia Sustarich and Ann Sustarich,
Auditors. Our officersare al lovely ladies and dedicated
to keeping the Slovenian Heritage alive.

Please keep in mind - the Member of the Year 2013
Luncheon will be on Sunday, May 5, 2013, at Val's
Restaurant, Daly City, CA. We are so proud of our
Shannon Devlin, a fourth generation member, who
graduated in Junefrom Mercy High School, San Francisco,
and will be attending Blake Austin Cosmetology School in
December. Shannon joined SUA as a baby, as did her
mother, Krista Devlin. Her grandmother, Marjorie
Schleiger, is a longtime member as was her great-
grandmother, Agnes Lovrin. It is nice to see traditions
passed on from generation to generation, such as helping
her mother and grandmother make potica.

BARBARA CHIODO

January/February 2013

BRANCH 16 - South Chicago, Illinois

Our November meeting was a success with 15 members
attending, including new member Judy Machek. Welcome!
It was an enjoyabl e afternoon, sampling homemade strudel
fresh from Rose Petrick’s oven, plus other goodies, while
being entertained with Bob and Frank Kuhel’s slide
presentation of Slovenian Carniolan honey bees and a
travelogue of Slovenia.

Get well wishes are sent to Dotsi Rossi for a speedy
recovery following surgery.

DOLORES KRAL FRANKO

BRANCH 20 - Joliet, Illinois
Contact Information: patricia.schager @att.net

Busy, busy days in November and December. Our slate
of officersfor the new year will be the same as last year
and theyear beforethat: Charlene Kabe, President; Jeanne
Warsaw, VP; Jean Herbst, Treasurer; Robyn Coyne,
Correspondence Secretary; Diane Hohenwater, Recording
Secretary; Jo Lustik, Bernice Nemanich, and Pat
Butterbach, Auditors; Nancy Horwath and SandraK ehring,
Sergeants at Arms; Pat Schager, Reporter. They are a
dedicated group who always give of their time to the
Branch endeavors.
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Installation of officerstakes place at the January meeting
with our spiritual director, Father Tom Paul, leading uswith
prayers for a successful year. And of course there is a
buffet dinner, this time provided by the newly-installed
officers.

Many thanks to the membership for a very successful
Grape Harvest Fest in September. Raffle ticket winners
were all members of the Branch. Mike Vidmar won first
prize of $300; $200 was taken home by Ellen Tezak; and
the $100 third prize was won by Bea Nemanich. Mildred
(Millie) Pucel was the lucky member who won free dues
for ayear.

If you missed this Fest, comejoin us next September for
thetruly Slovenian party. Thanksto all who so graciously
volunteered their time to make this afun and memorable
evening.

The SUA “Taste of Slovenia’ at the Heritage Museum
in Joliet was ahuge success. Music and Slovenian culinary
demonstrations (that means tasting) brought out many
different Branch members from the surrounding areas.
Let's make thisatradition!

PATRICIA SCHAGER

BRANCH 24 - LaSalle, Illinois

To many in attendance, our visit to &. Vincent's Cemetery
on November 1% was perhaps the greatest event held in
the recent history of Branch 24. Both young and old were
touched by the hard work of member, Debbie Pohar, who
created this event and made it happen. Please read the
full report from David Sodec in thisissue. This was the
first of many years to come with this new tradition. Best
wishesto all for a happy and healthy New Year!

BRANCH 35 - Aurora, Minnesota

Our November meeting was on Sunday, November 4th,
with 13 membersin attendance. Some Branch 39 members
have joined our branch and we are very happy to have
them!

Member RoseAnttilashowed adlide show of her family’s
trip to Slovenia this summer. They had a family reunion
with 75 from the U.S., 4 from Argentina, and around 125
from Sloveniaattending thefestivities. It wasawonderful
presentation of abeautiful country. Many of uswereready
to sign up for atrip as soon as possible. What a special
timethey all had!

Our condolencesto Josie Trast and family on the loss of
Stanley. May his soul rest in peace.

Branch 35 will be hosting the Minnesota State Convention
in 2013. Some preparations have been started.

We hope you had aMerry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to all from Branch 35, Aurora, MN, and many
blessingsin the New Year!

MARLY RABB
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BRANCH 40 - Lorain, Ohio

We have lost yet another faithful and true member.
Angeline Grayson died on Sept 15" at age 91, after along
illness brought on by afall about ayear ago. Her husband,
threesisters, and five brothers preceded her in death. Sons,
William of Columbus, OH, and Robert of Los Alamitos,
CA, and one grandson, Jim, of Stanford, CA, survive her.
Many nieces and nephewsalso survive her. Our sympathies
to her whole family. Our members prayed at her wake.
Rest in peace, dear friend. We shall hold you close in
memory and remember you in our prayers.

Our president, Agnes Serazin, is still in Amherst Manor,
slowly recovering from the stroke she suffered in February.
Weall wishyouwell, Aggie!

I havefound anew outlet that keeps me busy. I’ vejoined
agroup of like-minded seniors- inthat we all liketo sing.
We are called “The Senior Singers,” (at 93, | am the most
senior) and we go to area nursing homes and put on an
hour-long program. We do thistwice aweek and visit each
nursing home once a month. The programs reflect the
seasons, and we have a different theme every month. We
are looking forward to our Christmas theme. Needless to
say, the residents enjoy our performances, but | think we
get more joy and satisfaction from doing this, than they
do.

With the holidays behind us - | hope you had a bountiful
Thanksgiving and aMerry and Blessed Christmas. | want
to wish you all aHappy and Healthy New Year!

STEPHANIE POLUTNIK

BRANCH 43 - Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Contact | nformation: Jan Gehm
414.321.1413 twogames@wi.rr.com

| hope everyone had awonderful holiday. May 2013, be
aHappy, Healthy, and Blessed Year for al! Congratulations
are extended to member, Krisiti Luzar, niece of Branch
President Jan Gehm, and Jonathan Engelken who became
husband and wifeon August 8, 2012. May you enjoy many
happy years together and we extend our best wishes.

Mici Bregant gave atalk about her Slovenian heritage at
our October meeting and it waswell received by members
in attendance. We would like to continue this practice at
future meetings. Please contact President Jan Gehm if
you are willing to share your family history. Election of
officersto servein 2013 was held and the following were
elected: President, Jan Gehm; Vice President, BettyAnn
Kolesari; Recording Secretary, Mary Bregant;
Corresponding Secretary, Tillie Skusek; Treasurer, Helen
Frohna; Auditors, Jack Kolesari and Stanley Vidmar;
Sergeant-of-Arms, Linda Absteter; and USPEH
Representative, Mary Bregant. January 12, 2013, wasthe
date chosen for our PobozicnaZabava. Our 2013 Officers
will beinstalled at thisgathering.
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Our bake sale on election day, November 6, 2012, wasa
very successful event and all due to the cooperation of
our members. MANY THANKS TO ALL who baked or
made monetary donations and many thanks to all who
helped on the day of the sale. Please know that your help
was appreciated! A beechwood chair made in Slovenia,
and previously donated to our branch by Mr. Yul Yost of
Branch 109, was taken to the Heritage Museum in Joliet
by members Bob and Denise Bartlett and Jack and Betty
Ann Kolesari. Our Branch members thought it should be
displayed where many more Slovenians could appreciate
its fine craftsmanship. Many thanks to Dave Absteter for
assuming the responsibility of getting a plague made for
the chair. While in Joliet, the Bartlett’s and Kolesari’'s
attended the “Taste of Slovenia’ St. Martin’s Day
celebration at the Heritage Museum and gave it rave
reviews.

Our November meeting waswell attended and, asusual,
adelicious lunch was prepared and served by volunteers.
THANK Y OU! There was no meeting held in December
because of the Christmas Holiday, but your officers met
and prepared a calendar for the year 2013. | hope you did
not discard it and will useit asareference for our Branch
43 meetings and events.

May you all enjoy God's Blessingsin 2013. Remember
to pray for our sick and deceased members. Sadly, our
dear member, Toni Needham, passed away unexpectedly
on November 26. She was a Member of the Year in 2011.
Besides her Slovenian enthusiasm and generosity, she will
be especially missed and remembered for her volunteerism
with the Red Cross, singing in the USPEH Chorus, and
her baking skills. Our prayers are for her and her family.

MICI BREGANT

BRANCH 50 - Euclid, Ohio
Contact Information:
440.655.6735 ricktomsick@gmail.com

Greetings from the “5-0" on America’'s North Coast,
Cleveland, Ohio. Our fond best wishes for a happy and
blessed new year to everyone. Srecno novo leto! Let'sall
hope and pray that 2013 will bring health and happiness.
And may the new year find us each to be a better person!

Have you thought about your New Year’s resolutions
yet? One of mine is to become more active in our local
Branch activities (Rose Mary Toth, our president, hasheard
that before!) and to research some of my Slovenian
historical roots (aswell asthe usua stuff, like “eat less,”
“eat better,” and “exercise more”’). One new good habit
you can developisto check inon SUA’s activitiesby going
often to the website at www.slovenianunion.org. Bonnie
Prokup reminds me that SUA is always looking for
volunteers who like to write, do research, or submit
photographs (you can let her know at wprokup@aol.com).

January/February 2013

Remember that Easter is early thisyear, on March 31st.
My family hopes to make our annual retreat to Saint
Meinrad Arch Abbey in southern Indianafor the holy days
surrounding Easter. We should have some additional Easter
news in the March issue of Zarja as we prepare for that
holiest of days. Slovenians certainly have some unique
customs, such asthe blessing of food. | would loveto hear
from you about some of your own memories and current
religious customsfor Easter, and invite you to write me at
thee-mail addressaboveto sharestoriesthat | caninclude
in the next article (please let me know by January 10th, if
possible).

Spring is not far ahead. Our first meeting this year will
be at Euclid Public Library on April 17, 2013. Also, asa
reminder, please let me know about any news or
accomplishments that you have so | can include them in
our next article.

Hvalalepal - asawaysto the hard-working ladiesin our
Branch, including Maureen Podlegar, who hel ped organize
the Christmas party, and our recording secretary, Jo
Wautchiett.

RICK TOMSICK

BRANCH 89 - Oglesby, Illinois
Contact Information: 815.883.3268

Our branch mournsthelossof our Vice President, Margie
Walter, who passed away November 5. A draped chair
was in place at our November meeting as prayers by our
members were prayed in her memory. Margie's
granddaughter, Josie Walter, presented ared carnation and
aholy card to al who were present. Our October meeting
included lit candles and praying the rosary in memory of
all deceased Branch 89 members. Members of our Branch
were invited to join Branch 24 at St. Vincent's Cemetery
onAll Saint’s Day asthey revived the Slovenian tradition
of lighting candles and praying at the graves of loved ones.
Our members reported it was a very moving experience
and look forward to, hopefully, participating next year.

Our committee is planning another “Slovenian Fest” at
Claudette’s, in Oglesby, on Saturday, March 9, from 4:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Looking forward to our traditional
Slovenian smoked sausage, potica, apple strudel, raffles,
polkamusic, beverages, and agreat time. Watch for details
as we get closer to this date. After taking a break from
meetings in January and February, we will be looking
forward to our March meeting when Barb Beer will be
hosting a demonstration of making crepes.

And to the future of SUA: Congratul ations to our Junior
Members making the Honor Roll! Watch your mailboxes
for avisit from St. Nicholas! Welcome, Will and Emma
Lukach, new Jr. Membersto our Branch! To our members
andtheir families, especially to those out-of -town, and out-
of-state, our warmest Holiday Greetings!

JM EBNER
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BRANCH 93 - New York, New York
Contact Information: |gross@tstnyc.org

Hurricane Sandy blew away our plans for St Martin's
Day - coats set aside to be donated in memory of the
saint’s sharing his cloak with the shivering road - side
beggar - wereturned in at local collection pointsto assist
the storm’s victims, who were |eft homel ess and without
warm clothes.

Our plans for the election of new leaders of our Branch
were pushed up to the December 2 meeting, where we
officially elected and inaugurated Tanja M akovec Petrik,
Esqg. as President; Tanya Vak as VP, and Erika Bruno as
Secretary-Treasurer. Lynn Zalokar continues to assist as
Past-President, as planning for events began immediately.
Later that afternoon, Father Krizolog held a special Mass
followed by areception to greet LjudmilaNovak, Slovenian
Minister for Slovenes Abroad. The next day, another
opportunity for SUA membersand other Sloveniansto meet
and speak with Ministrica Novak and enjoy coffee, tea,
and poticawas held at St. Cyril’s church.

Once again our Branch enjoyed the music of Vlado
Kreslin - this time at Café Marlene in Sunnyside - a
charming bistro created and run by Anaand Kandi Kiti¢,
Maribor natives, serving tasty Slovenian palacinke
(crepes). Mr. Kredin adsointroduced the English trand ation
of hisbook of poetry, “Instead of Whom Doesthe Flower
Bloom?’

Members al so attended Slovenian photojournalist Manca
Juvan’s exhibition, “Afghanistan: Unordinary Lives’ at
Gallery MC. At the panel discussion held at the opening,
Mancahighlighted the plight of women and childreninthis
conflict.

At thisyear’'sWhite Light Festival at Lincoln Center we
heard world-renowned mezzo-soprano Bernarda Fink
performing lieder of Schumann, Mahler, and Dvorak. Ms.
Fink wasbornin Argentinaof Slovenian parents, and what
brought the crowd to their feet was her final song,
Benjamin Ipavec’s"“V spominsko knjigo (Into the Book of
Memories).” Thanksto Ivan Kamin for organizing thisas
a group event and Drs. Ciril and Suzanne Godec for the
reception at their residence after the concert.

ELIZABETH GROSS

BRANCH 99 - Lemont, Illinois
Contact Information: jmhlade@hotmail.com

Happy New Year! Many blessings to our Branch
members for awonderful 2013!

Last September we held a soup culinary class at the
Slovenian Catholic Center. Thank you to Fani Fritz for
showing us how to make barley soup and dumpling soup!

In October, our branch held our annual Bunco fundrai ser.
Our branch raised nearly $1,200 and will use the proceeds
for the member appreciation celebration, contributions,
upcoming events, and expenses. Congratulationsto raffle
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grand prizeswinners: Jen Kovacic - liquor basket and gift
basket; Lorranie Ovnik - GPSunit; PaulaMavec - kitchen
basket; Branch 89 - $100; and Corinne Leskovar - $100.
A great big thank you to everyone who came out to play,
volunteered their time, and donated raffle prizes, door
prizes, and bakery. We couldn’t do thiswithout you! Next
year will be our 10" annual Bunco event and we have
some fun ideas to celebrate it. You won't want to missit!

Thank you to Megan Hlade and Melanie Morrissette for
helping decorate the front windows for Christmas at the
Slovenian Union of America office. The windows look
great!

At our meeting in November, we had the election of
officers and planned the calendar for 2013. The new
schedule of eventswill be coming out very soon.

Thank you to all who supported our annual cookiesalein
December. Whether you donated bakery or purchased a
cookietin, your helpismuch appreciated. Thanksto Paula
and Mary Mavec for their timein organizing this event.

Wishing you awonderful and prosperous New Year!

JANA HLADE
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BRANCH 100 - Southern California

Thefirst thing my daughter, Carol, did when she opened
up her latest issue of Zarja was to look at the recipes.
The Slovenian fried potatoes presented a pleasant memory
of Grandma Mici who often made those along with a
roasted chicken dinner - so tasty! We wish we could have
lived closer so that we could attend the“ Taste of Slovenia”
on St. Martin’sDay in Joliet.

Here in Southern Californiamany of our SUA members
took advantage of the California SNPJ Vinska Trgatev
Celebration at the Slovene Hall in Fontana. Most of our
members are also members of SNPJ, or at least friends
who take part in both societies. Mlakar family members
were an important part of the pageant this year with some
coming as far as the Sacramento area to take part. Fred
Mlakar is the director of the event each year and it is
really alot of fun! Of course, the Mlakar Orchestraplayed
all thetraditional music for this celebration.

We continue to send our thoughts and prayers to our
members and friends who are missed because of age or
illness. Pauline Buzan had her 92nd birthday in October
and she rose to the occasion by having a very good day -
even dancing a bit to the music of Chuck Blasick, one of
her favorite accordionists and son of dear friend and
member, Elvie Blasick.

We hope that you had a Blessed Holiday and that the
New Year will bring health and happinessto you and yours.

JEAN KOCI

BRANCH 108 - Olney, Maryland
Contact Information: Bettekfitz@verizon.net

For our 9" anniversary in November, members met to
share their handmade lace and crocheted treasures from
Slovenia. Resourceswere provided about the famoustown
of Idrija, where bobbin lace festivals are held, museums
arefilled with the history of lace, and there are opportunities
to purchase lace in the form of gloves, decorative pins,
tablecloths, napkins, doilies, and more. Helen Sisto brought
abeautiful, complex, lace pattern madein Crnomelj: Nika
Kov&ii¢ and Bernadette brought samples of lace doilies
and a tablecloth with napkins from Idrija. It was very
touching that Helen and John Klansek were proud to show
and tell crocheted blankets made by their mothers over 50
years ago. To learn more about the origins of the lace
making craft in ldrija, Slovenia, go to http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fws51j CEgxY.

Weviewed ashort slideshow/video created by Bernadette
of our potica-making day last spring when Tereza Bevec
and Nika Kovati¢ demonstrated their culinary expertise.
Thanks to Anne Stratton, we also have a typed copy of
the recipe, instructions, and tipsfor making our very own
potica.

Our next meeting will be on January 20 when we will
meet for our Branch’s installation of officers. Pleasejoin

January/February 2013

usaswe are planning our 10-year anniversary celebration

in fall, 2013. All are welcome to join us at meetings and

eventsto enjoy sharing our Slovenian traditions.
BERNADETTE FITZSIMMONS

BRANCH 109 - Twin Cities of Minnesota

Zivijo! “Srecno Novo Leto” 2013. The TC Slovenians
will celebrate our 8" anniversary asamember of the SUA
family on Sunday, January 20, at the Venetian Inn with a
dinner and a video produced by Rick Pisa, which
highlighted his recent trip to Slovenia. Rick, along with
Bob Grahek and John Skubitz, will chair thispopul ar event.
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We facetiously call them the
“three amigos’ or some say
the“trijepijanci” - not really!

In October, our Branch 109
was honored with the naming
of Miro Medved as an
honorary consul for Minnesota
and parts of western
Wisconsin. Miro and hisfamily
came to the United States in
the early 1950's and were
educated in Biwabik on the
Mesabi Iron Range of
Minnesota. After graduating
from the UM, Miro and his
family settled in Roseville,
MN, where they currently
reside. Miro has been a
member of Branch 109 since
itsinception and has hosted a
number of Slovenian cultural
events. Hispassion isto lead
Slovenska narodna pesem
(Slovenian folk songs).
Cestitke Miro!

Through the efforts of
Charles Podominick, our TC
genealogy expert, Peter Hawlina, President of
the Slovenian Geneal ogy Society, paid ashort visit
to the Twin Cities. A luncheon meeting was
hastily assembled at the Minnesota Historical
Society. In attendance were Charles Podominick,
Miro Medved, Norm Setnicker, and Branch
President John Zakel. Mr. Hawlina responded
to questions about the genealogical resources
available in Slovenia and how to access these
facilities. In March 2013 the TC Slovenianswill
be hosting a “genealogy workshop” for our
membership.

Plans for the 2013 Festival of Nations to be
held in St. Paul - May 2-5 are underway. The
themethisyear is: “Children, Our Past, Present
and Future.” Sue Rademacher and Michael
Koski are again chairing thisevent. Thislooksto
be the most challenging theme that the TC
Slovenians have encountered, but are looking
forward to the challenge of another award -
winning exhibit. An item most people do not
realize is that there is no audio allowed, so the
exhibit has to focus on the visual aspects of the
theme.

Also continuing into the new year, our TC
Slovensko language group of 20 meets every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. at St. Francis Cabrini
Church. Frank Medved is our lead teacher
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Miro M edved Named as Honor ary Consul for
Minnesota and Parts of Western Wisconsin

Miro Medved, former Minnesota Congressman, James Oberstar,
and Ambassador Roman Kirn

“ucitelj”, Joe Kuznik, our grammarian aong with John Zakelj, and
Mici Kochevar, our well-organized coordinator. There seemsto be
arenewed interest in the Slovenian language as evidenced by classes
being held in Milwaukee and San Francisco.

February, Slovenian culture month, promisesto be busy. Dr. Seth
Hawkins will present a program entitled, “In the Footsteps of Dr.
Preseren” on February 16, and our regular membership meeting at
the Venetian Inn will be on February 23, featuring avideo of travels
to Slovenia.

On a sad note, Karl Grahek, our membership chairperson for the
past five years, is suffering from cancer; our prayers and good
wishes go out to Karl and hisfamily.

NORMAN SETNICKER

Zarja The Dawn



$10.00PER TICKET

You areeligiblefor all daily drawingsin the month of March, 2013. Sellers of thewinning entrieswill receive $10
as an award for their selling efforts. The daily drawing amount and the seller’s $10 prize will be mailed to the
winners of record the next business day. Winners will be sent an e-mail and names posted on the website.

For information on how the Fund-Raiser works - see next page.

The following entry form should be printed clearly and accompany your $10 donation.
Detach at perforation

Spring Fling Entry Form
Entrant’sInformation:

Name: Address:

City: State: ZipCode:
Phone: E-mail:

Sdler’sInformation:

Name: Address:

City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: E-mail:

Branch Location and Number:

Please send completed form (Print) and $10 check payableto SUA/SWUA to:

DeniseP,. Bartlett
SUA Director of Special Projects
7902 West Howard Avenue
Milwaukee, W1 53220-1612
Phone: 414.327.4990 or deni sepbartl ett@wi.rr.com

January/February 2013 31
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Sovenian Union of America
27th National Convention - 2015 - Lemont, Illinois

March 2013 Fund-Raiser

WWW.Slovenianunion.org

Need additional entries?
Copiesaccepted or contact Denise P. Bartlett at:
Phone: 414.327.4990 or denisepbartl ett@wvi.rr.com

Zarja The Dawn



SUA Welcomes Slovenian Delegation to the Midwest

SUA welcomed Minister for SloveniansAbroad,
Minister LjudmilaNovak (Ministricaza Slovence
po Svetu), Dr. Zvone Zigon, Secretary in the
Officefor SloveniansAbroad, and Roman Novak,
the Minister’'s spouse, in late November. For
Minister Novak, it wasthefirst trip to the United
States. Their first stop was in Minnesota where
Miro Medved, Honorary Consul for Minnesota
and parts of Western Wisconsin, along with his
wife, Karen Medved, and three members of the
Twin Cities (TC) Slovenians: Branch President
John Zakelj, Norm Setnicker, and Silvester Vicic,
greeted them.

Minister Novak praised the Twin Citiesdelegation

for itsinvolvement in preserving the Slovenian culture through the
efforts of the Twin Cities Slovenians- Branch 109 of the Slovenian
Union of America. TC Slovenians' President, John Zakelj, then
presented 2013 calendars to the Slovenian delegation. The
calendars contained picturesof Sloveniathat weretaken by various
members who visited Slovenia over the past two years. Minister
Novak then proceeded to present a congratulatory proclamation
from the Republic of Slovenia honoring Miro for his“invaluable
contribution toward preserving and invigorating Slovenian National
Identity in Minnesota and the USA.” Before the distinguished
guests embarked on their flight, Karen Medved served gourmet
sandwiches and freshly baked potica - true Slovenian-style.

Minister Novak's group with

Martin Hozjan, from Lemont

astheir guide, then visited the

SUA headquarters in Joliet.

They were warmly welcomed

by President, Bonnie Prokup;

Vice President of Outreach,

Debbie Pohar; Vice-President

of Marketing and Fundraising,

Mary Carmody; 2015

Convention Chair, Paula

Mavec; and Home Office

Manager, Jonita Ruth. Fresh Bonnie Prokup shows Minister
apple strudel, prepared by Novak an old SUA document
Paula Mavec, was served along with refreshments.

Whiletimewaslimited, apresentation summarizing our organization
was sgueezed in, along with afairly lengthy tour whichincluded all
threelevels of the building. The delegation seemed to be amazed
at the number of historical documents SUA possesses, the roomy
and clean “living quarters,” and the work that is going on. There
was much talk about collaboration with other organi zationsworld-
wideand of coursewith Slovenia. Our president waskind, generous,
knowledgeabl e, friendly, and exuberant with Slovenian pride. She
is confident that in the short time that we had, we succeeded in
forming a meaningful and long-lasting personal and professional
relationship with the Minister and her office.

Debbie Pohar, Minister Novak, Bonnie Prokup, and Mary Carmody

Inthe end, Minister Novak thanked us sincerely for the work that
we do, and she meant it! SUA presented Minister Novak with a
beautiful basketful of SUA giftsand goodies.

Thethree Slovenian guests had another busy day inthe Milwaukee
area. Membersof several Slovenian organizations, including SUA,
were eager to show them how they keep their Slovenian heritage
inhighregard. At the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee's Golda
Meir Library they viewed thelargest collection of Slovenian music
outside Ljubljana. From there they were greeted by alarge group
of eager members of the Slovenian Cultural Society Triglav at the
beautiful 15 acre Triglav Park in Wind Lake, Wisconsin. It is a
beautiful area settled by Sloveniansin the 1960°'s. More Slovenian
hospitality with delicious treats before they reached their final
destination of the day - areception in the City Hall chambers of
West Allis - a suburb of Milwaukee - a community of many
Slovenians. There, more gifts were exchanged after entertainment
by SUA member, Ed Vidmar, on his piano accordion, and the
beautiful singing of well-known Slovenian songs by the Slovenian
USPEH Chorus, which had 10 SUA members among the singers.
More potica, strudel, and refreshments to close out another
Slovenian heritage day for the special guests. Minister Novak, Mr.
Novak, and Dr. Zigon made the day one not to forget by the many
Milwaukee area Slovenians. It was avery special opportunity for
them to be commended by the three for what we all do to keep our
Slovenian spirit alivel
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Minister Ljudmila Novak

Republic of Slovenia's Minister for Slovenians Abroad





