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HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN

MAY & JUNE
National Officer:

May I - Jean K orsm an, State President. M innesota, 
B iw abik, MN

May 10 - Mary T om sic, Hon. State President, PA, 
S trabane, PA

Presidents:

May 11 - C hristine K onte, Br. 66, Canon C ity, CO 
May 12 - Barbara Spritzer. Br. 92, G unnison, CO 
May 25 - Frances Y erm an, Br. 57, N iles, OH

June 24 - G enevieve Safran, Br. 27. Braddock, PA 
Secretaries:

May 3 - Anna A nderson, Br. 79, Enum claw , WA 
May 6 - G ladys B uck, Br. 16, So. C hicago, IL 
May 7 - Josephine A rgubright, Br. 89, O glesby, IL 
May 13 - Helen M cFarland, Br. 66. Canon C ity, CO 
May 13 - Mary M ejac, Br. 103, W ashington, D .C . 
May 14 - Mary Pabijan, Br. 15, C leveland, OH 
May 27 - Anka K regar, Br. 55, G irard, OH

Portrait o f M ary M ajercik Lax is the work o f M ary  
G rozdanik o f E spyville, PA who has a unique talent of 
transferring faces from  photographs onto settings, cos­
tum es, or environm ents o f choice. She especially enjoys 
doing them  with a Slovenian look.

She also paints other things, anim als, b irds, scen­
ery and uses different kinds o f m aterials such as slate, 
stone, w ood, paper, etc. She is a very gifted person.

W hen Evelyn M ajercik decided she wanted a p ic­
ture o f her late daughter, M ary, with a Slovenian na­
tional costum e, M ary produced this lovely one w hich  
is now a fam ily treasure.

A cquaintance with the G rozdanik (Vercek) Family 
goes back more years than I can rem em ber; how ever, my 
friendship with Mary G rozdanik is fairly new and vary 
m eaningful.

This young lady resides in Espyville. Penna. and she 
is a very talented artist. She paints on everything, and 
particularly enjoys doing faces. On a recent visit to her 
area while thum bing through a m agazine, I cam e across 
a photo o f a beautiful "ethnic" girl. M ary 's talent for copy­
ing is rem arkable. I asked her if she could paint this photo 
for m e, 1 just w anted a picture o f a traditional, ethnic-fea­
tured person. I always search for just such a painting at 
art/craft show s. Mary told me it would be no problem and 
added if I would send her a picture of m yself when I was 
20-25 years old. she would paint out my face into the 
painting. I could not come up with a photo, but subm itted 
to her photos o f my late daughter, Mary.

W hen the portrait was delivered to m e. to say 1 was 
stunned would be putting it m ildly. 1 not only had my 
ethnic-person picture. I had a beautiful portrait in memory 
o f my daughter.

I am grateful to Corinne forg iv ing  me this opportunity 
to share the talent o f  Mary G rozdanik. and the beauty of 
my daughter, with m em bers o f SW U.

E M .

May 28 - Linda Lam bright. Br. 6 , Barberton, OH 
May 17 - M argaret M ollica, Br. 57, N iles, OH

June 1 - Ann Pavelič, Br. 8, Steelton. PA
June 2 - Blanche Laurich. Br. 81. K eewatin. MN
June 3 - Jane Hudak, Br. 74. A m bridge, PA
June 11 - Betty S tack, Br. 24, LaSalle, IL
June 19 - Dorothy B rezonik, Br. 1, Sheboygan, WI 
June 29 - Elizabeth Spolar, Br. 56. H ibbing, MN

M ANY H APPY R ETU RN S OF TH E DAY!

NDEPENDENT 
SAVINGS
IS NOW
METROPOLITAN
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THE 
IMMIGRANT 

MOTHER

For all eternity, America is indebted to the immigrant mother, whether she is Italian, Jewish, Polish, 
Austrian, Hungarian, German, Russian, English, Slavic, Greek, Syrian, Bulgarian, Czech, Irish, Slovenian, 
Croatian or Ukrainian.

Born in the old country, she usually married at a young age, the young boy with whom she worked 
in the field . While still a young bride and sometimes with a child she remained and waited, while her man 
left fo r  America. That distant land filled  with promises o f  a better life.

The days, months, and sometimes years passed slowly, while she patiently waited fo r  word from  her 
husband. Finally, when the letter came with the passage fare fo r  the long boat ride to America, she 
gathered up her few  possessions and children, and boarded the ship to join her husband. She found him 
working in the steel mills, brick yards, coal mines, and on the railroad; and she found him living in a 
shack, shanty, railroad car, or even in a tent. But at least this was a start, a foundation fo r  a new life, 
and here in America, by his side, she prepared fo r  the years ahead.

Our country was young; it needed laborers; and she gave to America, five, six or more children o f  
her body, and o f  her soul. While her husband worked in the bitter cold o f  winter, or in the blistering heat 
o f summer, in ditches laying sewers, and deep in the ground mining coal or iron ore, she worked from  
early morning to late at night cooking at a coal stove, washing her clothes with a washboard, and heating 
the water in a big copper tub on that same coal stove. At the same time she took care o f the children, 
preparing breakfast, making lunches; and sending them to school.

When the freshness o f  young womanhood is gone; by the flickering oil lamp she sews and irons clothes 
late into the night. She scrimps and saves to dress her children decently, while she wears an old dress 
and stays at home. Her children must have an education, so that they may be respected and amount to 
something, someday.

She is the unsung heroine and pioneer o f America. No statue can be built high enough, with which 
to sculpture a fitting memorial to the immigrant mother.

—Author Unknown
R eprin t from  G lasilo  K .S.K .J. S ubm itted  by A nn N usich , Br. 38
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THESE ARE OUR CHOSEN MOTHERS-MEMBERS
of Slovenian Women’s Union who will be honored this month of May by their sisters in 

our branches -  to know them is to love them! They are our shining examples of Motherhood,
Womanhood and Sisterhood!

2, Sharon Nadziunas, 3, Mary Drobnick, 5, Frances Lambert, Anne Lekse and Frances Jovanovich, 
10, Theresa Ferraccioli, 12, Rose Luebke, 13, Ann Sustarich,

14, Diane Varney, 16, Fran Zupančič, 17, Kate Matzelle,
19, Frances Mohar, 20, Mary Josephine Lustik, 25, Frances Hočevar,

26, Mary Slaney, 28, Roberta Gasperich, 32, Christine Verch, 33, Beverly Menart,
34, Rose Planton, 35, Helen Zuponcic, 39, Jane Purkat,
40, Kathy Russ, 43, Jennie Janezic, 47, Mary Kociancic,

50, Angela Shine, 52, Dorothy Ban, 55, Maria Selak,
71, Rosemarie Germovsek, 73, Josephine Novak, 79, Antoinette Kitna,

100, Jan Eckert, 102, Rose Pekol, 103, Mary Mejac 
and 105, Evelyn Sunich.

GOD BLESS THEM AND ALL OUR MOTHERS OF S.W.U.!

Br. 2 , C hicago, IL

SH A R O N  N AU DZIU NA S

From  our holiday-them e monthly 
m eetings to our special functions, you 
can be sure our Sharon will be one of 
the first to volunteer to help make each 
occasion “ special” . O rganizing the 
children’s Christm as Party, hostessing 
the Adult Christm as Party, taking 
charge o f the "Penny Social” , working 
with the Z veza Day Picnic committee,, 
she is there. Sharon cam e to us 7-1/2 
years ago, and has participated in 
every function o f  Branch 2. Every 
branch should have such a dedicated 
mem ber.

Sharon was bom  N ovem ber 23, 
1951, and along with her brother John

Br. 3, P ueblo, CO

M A RY  (M ITZI) D RO BN IC K

M ary (M itzi) D robnick, M other o f 
the Y ear o f No. 3, Pueblo, C olorado, 
is a life-long resident o f Pueblo and 
com es from a fam ily o f 15 children, 
12 boys and 3 girls, all o f whom are 
still living, except four o f the boys. 
Mitzi has been a m em ber o f Slovenian 
W om en’s Union for 1 1/2 years. Her 
m other, Anna Pechek, and her 
m other-in-law , Louise D robnick, 
were Members; both o f them  are de­
ceased.

Mitzi is a high school graduate and 
w orked for the C olorado Fuel & Iron 
C orporation for 37 years in Data Pro­
cessing, Purchasing, Accounts Pay- 

Continued on page 12 r

B r. 12, M ilw aukee, WI 

RO SE LUEBKE

The 1992 M other o f the Y ear from 
Branch 12 in M ilw aukee, W isconsin 
is Rose L uebke, a mem ber o f the lodge 
for more than fifty years.

Rose was born in M ilw aukee, the 
daughter o f Joseph and Rose Pucel. 
Both o f R ose’s parents were Slove­
nian, and both cam e to the United 
States from Slovenia. She has two sis­
ters, Josephine and M ary, who also 
live in the M ilw aukee, and has con­
tinued learning on her own since that 
tim e. She ran a grocery store with her 
husband Roy for tw enty years, and 
worked part time in the tax division 
o f the W isconsin governm ent for a

2/ ZAR JA  -  the DAW N



Br. 13, San F rancisco, CA  

ANN SU STA RICH

Branch 13 o f San Francisco, 
C alifornia congratulates Ann Sus- 
tarich as W om an o f the Year! Ann is 
the daughter o f  Rudy and Virginia 
Sustarich and is a third generation 
m em ber o f the S .W .U .

Ann is a gentle, bright and hum or­
ous person. C urrently, she is em ­
ployed as a seafood inspector/broker. 
She attended San Francisco State U ni­
versity, University o f W ashington and 
University o f Rhode Island. Her de­
grees are in biology, fisheries and 
statfstics. She has worked on board 
research and com m ercial fishing ves­
sels. Ann is a avid sw im m er and scuba 
diver. She is also a biological illus­
trator; her main subjects are fish and 
C alifornia wild flowers.

K atie Judnich, A nn’s G randm other 
enrolled Ann in S .W .U . as a child. 
Ann attended S .W .U . activities since 
childhood and becam e an active 
m em ber as an adult. In fact, her 
m other, aunts and all o f her cousins 
are active m em bers. W hen we asked 
Ann what her greatest inspirations in 
her life were -  she quickly responded 
that her belief in G od, her family and 
life itself have been her greatest inspi­
rations.

Br. 14, E uclid , OH

DIANE VARNEY

W hen you read the life story of 
D iane V arney, the im pression is o f a 
w omen very loving, very much in tune 
with her fam ily and the world in which 
she lives, a giving person who is hap­
piest when she is caring for others, 
who is proud o f her children and 
grandchildren, who is a devoted 
daughter and family mem ber.

Diane is also the secretary o f Br. 
14, a position she has held for 2 years 
with a m em bership o f 36 years behind 
her. O ther mem bers are her m other, 
Jennie Fitzthum , (50 plus years) 
daughter, Laurie Trevino and sister- 
in-law M arilyn Fitzthum .

L et’s learn more about Diane. Her 
parents are Jennie and Jim  Fitzthum 
and older brother, Jim , com prise her 
fam ily o f origin. She was educated at 
Euclid High and as a medical assistant 
at M ilw aukee’s C areer A cadem y. She 
works at C hildren’s Hospital in 
A kron, O hio, where she lives, and is 
stationed in the Em ergency Room  as 
a secretary. H er daughter, Laurie, 
m arried now and a form er Army cook, 
also w orks there so M om sees her 
often. D iane loves collecting antiques 
and putters around the house, her fa­
vorite place to be. She is married to 
Larry V arney (second husband) since 
May 2, 1986.

Diane sees her role in life as a re­
warding one. She rem em bers how 
supportive and loving were her parents 
so that she could com plete her career 
plans and now , in her nursing world, 
she feels fulfilled. She says it is won- 
------------------------------ Continued

Br. 16, So. C hicago, IL

FRANCES ZUPANČIČ

Fran Zupančič who was our R epor­
ter for 10 years was chosen for the 
M other-of-the-Y ear honor for 1992. 
Fran was bom  on O ctober 10, 1916 
in Chicago. She worked for Great 
Lakes Supply Co. until her marriage 
and after her family was raised, she 
was em ployed as a secretary for C on­
tinental Can Co. until her retirem ent 
after 18 years o f service.

O n N ovem ber 23, 1940 Fran m ar­
ried John Zupančič at St. Francis De 
Sales Church. John was em ployed at 
A m oco in W hiting, Ind. John was ac­
tive in all sports and he was the Star 
C enter on the St. Florian Basketball 
Team  that won the K .S .K .J . National 
Cham pionship in 1934 and 1935. He 
also participated in many o f the sport­
ing events at Calum et Park. John pas­
sed away on January 1, 1992.

John and Fran were blessed with 
two children, John A. and Paul and 
three grandchildren, Jill, Noel and 
Christopher.

John and Fran celebrated their 50th 
W edding Anniversary in N ovem ber 
1990 with their im mediate family at 
the Grey Goose Bed & Breakfast in 
C hesterton, Indiana. They also at­
tended the M ass at Holy Name 
Cathedral where many couples from 
the Chicago area celebrating their 50th 
A nniversary were honored at a Mass 
celebrated by Cardinal Bernadine.

F ran’s leisure time is spent in knit­
ting, crocheting, cooking and baking. 
She enjoys gardening and music and 
also the many activities associated 
d page 12 -----------------------------
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B r. 19, E veleth, M N

Br. 17, W est A llis, WI 

CA TH ER IN E M A TZELLE

Catherine was named for her 
m other, Katherine H orvath, a long­
standing and beloved mem ber. O ur 
Catherine is also with Br. 17 for many 
years during which she has helped, in 
her m ild, quiet way, at all the branch 
functions. She is serving as our auditor 
for the past five years. She has a knack 
for figures, and has shown that talent 
inum erable tim es, mainly as secretary 
with the K nights and Ladies o f Baraga 
lodge o f KSKJ which she assum ed fol­
low ing the death o f her husband, Joe, 
in 1983.

Catherine is the m other o f three: 
R ichard, m arried with three children, 
M ichael, Lori and Elise; Jerry who 
has three children, Jerry, Jeffrey and 
A ngela; and Darlene also has three 
children, Rebecca, Joseph and Sara. 
Two o f C atherine’s sons graduated 
from college as did two o f her grand­
children.

Catherine never had the chance for 
advanced education; she com pleted as 
much as she could, including voca­
tional school, then went to work at 
age 16 in a grocery store. A fter that, 
she was em ployed for 26-1/2 years at 
General M otors, M ilwaukee and Oak 
Creek, retiring in 1976.

Catherine (Katie to us) married her 
husband in 1939. He was a printer and 
they met through the KSKJ lodge, 
which was one o f the best w ays young 
people met in those days. Tho she says 
she has no special interests, Katie does 
enjoy playing cards and bow ling. At 
the m eetings, she is alw ays calm  and 

Continued on page 13

FRA NC ES M OH AR

Frances was bom  in Eveleth in 
1914, the oldest o f four children to 
Frances and Louis N em gar. She 
graduated from high school in 1932 
and had one year o f jun io r college, 
taking up a business course. She 
worked in a photo shop, then at Lyn- 
dale Dairy as a bookkeeper and later 
at the A m algam ated Shirt Factory. In 
betw een this tim e, she married Frank 
M ohar from  M cK inley, MN (1943), 
but she lost him after only 2 years due 
to a drow ning accident when Frank 
and a friend ran across a frozen lake 
while hunting, and fell into the ice. 
She never married again, and has been 
a w idow for these last 45 years. Their 
one child , Judy, is now a medical tech­
nician and is m arried, w ith three chil­
dren herself. So, Frances devotes her 
tim e to her three grandchildren, Jeff, 
a student at the U niversity o f Duluth, 
R ick, a high school senior and Lisa, 
10th grader. They live only 60 miles 
apart, so she sees them  often and never 
misses a basketball game to watch her 
grandsons, both on varsity team s. Lisa 
is also a cross-country runner, and has 
grandm a cheering her on. Frances is 
the kind o f grandm other that supports 
and stays close to her fam ily.

She is a good m em ber, seldom 
misses a m eeting or event, and is on 
the audit com m ittee o f Br. 19 for about
4  years.

She lives quietly, enjoys knitting 
and sew ing for the family and every 
Christm as knits dozens o f m ittens to 
give to the Salvation Army for the 
poor.

A happy, loving M other o f the Year 
is Frances M ohar, our beloved 
mem ber.

Happy Mother’s 
Day

Br. 20, Joliet, IL 

M ARY JO SEPH IN E “JO ” 
LUSTIK

I was born on April 21, 1937 the 
only child o f Joseph and M ary V idm ar , 
(now deceased). I attended St. Mary 
Nativity Grade School and graduated 
from Joliet Tow nship High School. 
Prior to starting a fam ily, 1 worked as 
a secretary.

My parents were Slovenian and 
cam e from Slovenia in their early 
tw enties. Like so many other im m ig­
rants, they worked hard for what they 
had. My father worked at a local fac­
tory till he retired. My m other had a 
very big garden w hich she maintained, 
and also did beautiful crocheting. 
They were loyal American citizens, 
but never forgot their hom eland.

On O ctober 25, 1958, I married 
W alter Lustik of Joliet at St. Joseph’s 
Church with M sgr. M. J. Butala of­
ficiating. We spent our honeym oon in 
M exico. My husband is a machinist 
by trade. W e are the parents o f four 
grown children; M arla, Kevin, Darren 
and Jeffrey. They all attended St. 
Joseph’s Grade School in Joliet. At 
the tim e, I was very active with the 
PTO and the A tlantic Association. 
Being a “room m other” was a special

joy-
My daughter, M arla does secreta­

rial work which she enjoys, and Kevin 
graduated from Northern Illinois U ni­
versity; he now works and resides in 
Chicago. Darren spent alm ost three 
years in W est Germany while he was in 
the Army. He and Jeff now both work 
part time and go to Junior College.

C ontinued on page 13
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Št. 25, Cleveland, OH

FRANCES HOČEVAR

Skoraj v sa k d o ,  ki s e  u d e js tv u je  
s lov ensk ih  p rired itev  (kosila, igre) 
p rav  g o to v o  p o z n a  n a š o  ž e n o  leta, 
F ra n c k o - F ra n c e s  H očev ar .  
Pon ižno  in sk ro m n o ,  s e  ti približa  
s  “š o p o m ” kart z a  n a s le d n jo  
prireditev . Ni p rav  nič vsiljiva. L e p o  
te  v p ra š a ,  a  š e  l e p š e  p o g l e d a  in 
glej, ž e  p o te g u j e š  d e n a r n i c o  iz 
“v a rž e ta "  ali iz “t a š e l n a ”.

N a š a  F ra n c k a  je bila ro jen a  le ta  
1920. 3. d e c e m b r a ,  n a  d a n  sv. 
F ra n č i šk a  Ksaverija .  R o jen ice  s o  jo 
pust i le  pri Č am pljev ih ,  v Hinjah pri 
Ž u ž e m b e r k u  -  S u h a  Krajina. 
F ra n c k a  je bila n a jm la jša  o d  petih  
o trok  d r u g e  m a m e .  Deveti o trok v 
družini pri Č am pljev ih .  P rva  m a m a  
je im ela štiri o troke . Umrla je z e lo  
m la d a ,  z a to  s e  je o č e  š e  en k ra t  
poročil.

O č e  je bil “š u š t a r ”. T iste  č a s e  s o  
šuš tarj i  te žk o  delali in m a lo  p r is ­
lužili, p a  š e  s  tak o  veliko družino, 
je bilo s la b o .

Z em lje  je  bilo p a  tudi m alo , kar 
jo je bilo okoli h iše .  Otroci s o  morali 
iti z g o d a j  služit ',  tak o  je tudi 
F ra n c k a  o d š l a  z a  p e s t e r n o  p o  vasi 
kjer s o  imeli m a le  o troke  in v eč je  
g ru n te ,  d a  s o  jo lahko  plačali.

Nekaj otrok  p rv e  m a te re  je o d ­
rinilo v letih 1 9 0 7 ,1 0 ,2 0  č e ž  lužo, 
"s t r e b u h o m  z a  kruhom ". O dšli so  
ž e  p r e d  ro js tvom  F ra n c k e .  Otroci 
d r u g e  m a m e  s o  p a  ostali d o m a  in 
s e  izučili raznovrs tn ih  obrti, le 
F ra n c k a  je š la  služit’. Služila je v 
Hinjah in tam  o k ro g  in n a  Mateni, 
--------------------------  Continued

Br. 26, Pittsburgh, PA  

M ARY B. SLANEY

The m em bers o f Br. 26 have unani­
mously selected their Secretary, Mary 
B. Slaney, as M other and W om an of 
the Y ear for 1992.

M ary, one o f  the eight children (6 
boys and 2 girls) o f Joseph and Bar­
bara Bahorich was born on January 
24, 1912 in Pittsburgh. She continues 
to live in the same neighborhood, at­
tends the same church, and socializes 
with many o f  her childhood friends. 
Her parents were active in many 
Slovenian organizations and encour­
aged their children to follow in their 
footsteps. A m ong the fam ily’s various 
affiliations were her father’s many 
years o f service as an officer o f KSKJ 
Lodge #4 1  and her sister, A ngeline’s 
longtim e service as an officer o f KSKJ 
Lodge # 8 1 . H er m other was one oi 
the charter m em bers o f Br. 26, which 
was organized in D ecem ber 1928.

In 1970, M ary retired from her job 
at a neighborhood clothing store after 
38 years o f  service. Free o f a daily 
jo b , M ary was able to jo in , and, in 
many cases, serve as an officer in 
many organizations. She was an of­
ficer o f St. Mary Assumption 
C hurch’s Christian M others; a com ­
m entator at M ass at St. M ary A ssum p­
tion Church; and an auditor and volun­
teer o f KSKJ Lodge # 8 1 . M ary is 
also a m em ber o f the local A A RP, the 
Pensioners G roup and the Lawrence- 
ville Senior C itizen Center. A lso, dur­
ing the 1970s and early 1980s, Mary 
organized, planned and ran bus trips 
to places all over the country for vari- 

n page 13 -----------------------------

Br. 28, C alum et, MI

RO BER TA  GA SPER IC H

The mem bers of Br. 28 have 
selected a 24 year m em ber as their 
chosen M other. They know her to be 
a most devoted and thoughtful mother, 
grandm other and friend. She herself 
says that being with people is her 
greatest delight. As a waitress at 
Parkside restaurant, she surely has the 
opportunity to do this!

Roberta is o f English descent. Her 
father was a copper miner and she is 
a m em ber of a large family o f 11 chil­
dren. She was bom  in Laurium , MI 
in 1935, attended Sacred Heart C ath­
olic grade and high schools.

Roberta married Carl H. G asperich 
in 1952 and they have spent 40 years 
together; except for the tim e he was 
away serving in the Army.

They enjoy watching hockey games 
and partridge hunting together and 
rearing their four children and now, 
the five grandchildren that delight the 
family.

D uring the time the children were 
sm all, Roberta stayed home. She re­
mem bers those years as the best. She 
visits and calls them  often now that 
they are on their ow n, o f the four only 
one lives close by. A special happiness 
is the tw in arrivals her daughter was 
expecting in March.

At the m eetings o f  Br. 28, Roberta 
is one o f the m ainstays. She is very 
energetic and has a friendly smile. She 
shares her family events with her sister 
mem bers and loves to be in their com ­
pany.

Among her most treasuured 
nem ories is a trip they made to G er­
many to visit their son and his family; 
and the future includes a trip to the 
wedding o f her oldest granddaughter 
in Septem ber.

She thanks all the m em bers for the 
honor o f being chosen M other o f the 
Year by her lodge “sisters” ! A truly 
fine lady.
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Br. 33, D uluth, MN  

BEVERLY M ENART

Beverly (Bielen) M enart was bom  
Nov. 9 , 1938 in Farm ington, M N ., 
the first o f  3 children o f Sw edish/G er­
man descent. She lived in Ham pton, 
H erm antow n, Proctor, has 7 step­
brothers and sisters; but now lives at 
1111 98 Ave. W. in Gary.

She attended H erm antown High 
School and W anner Beauty School. 
She worked at Northw estern Bell for 
18 years and has worked at M agnolia 
Shoppe as bridal consultant and assis­
tant bookkeeper.

Beverly and Tony, on this photo 
together, were married N ov. 23, 1957 
at St. E lizabeth 's C hurch, where they 
are mem bers. Tony is retired now 
from the printing trades. They garden 
together and share cooking duties.

Three children —  M ark. Neal and 
Lisa, all live in the G ary, New Duluth 
area. A long with L isa’s husband, 
Scott, and grandson, A nthony, John, 
they get together often. “N ana" sees 
A nthony, 3, alm ost daily and he loves 
to "sleep over” .

Bev, a 13 year m em ber, has been 
Recording Secretary/Treasurer and is 
now President o f Br. 33. She was a 
delegate to the N ational Convention 
last May in C leveland, O H . Her 
daughter and grandson are also m em ­
bers.

She sings in church choir and with 
KSKJ Slovenian Singers, is an expert 
seam stress, knits, crochets, does 
counted cross-stitch. "N ow  she would 
like to learn bobbin-iace making! Bev 
is also an excellent cook, assisted with 
   Continued

Br. 34, Soudan, MN  

R O SE ANN PLA N TO N

The M other o f the Y ear for 1992 
from B ranch 34, Soudan, M N , is a 
m em ber who has been with the SWU 
since 1952. She is Rose Ann Mertel 
Planton.

Rose was bom  in Ely on M arch 10, 
1921, the daughter o f Joseph and 
Elizabeth (Zalokar) M ertel. H er father 
was bom  in Cerklje pri K ranju, and 
her m other in B led, Slovenia. They 
were m arried in Pittsburgh on O ctober
12, 1915 by Joseph 's brother, Father 
John M ertel, who was from St. John’s 
Sem inary inC ollegeville , MN. Joseph 
also had a brother, M ike, w ho lived 
in Ely. Joseph was the secretary for 
the A m erican Fraternal Lodges #  1 & 
20 for many years and Elizabeth took 
over the duties after his death. An in­
teresting note was that Father John 
also married Mr. & Mrs. John Brula, 
S r., o f Soudan and C alum et, M ichi­
gan.

A fter graduating from the Ely High 
School in 1939, Rose worked for the 
W ar Price & Rationing Board in Ely 
from 1943-1945. She, like so many 
others from Ely, met a Soudan man, 
Tony "R em er” Planton, and they were 
m arried at C am p C laiborne, Louisiana 

, on August 12, 1943. “Rem er” was the 
first draftee from Tow er-Soudan, and 
left for the service on April 7 , 1941, 
serving in the Army for 4-1/2 years 
as a Sergeant with the Field Artillery 
as a Scout and Tank D estroyer. He 
saw action in France, G erm any, 
C zechoslovakia, and Poland and was 
also stationed in England. He served 

on page 13 -----------------------------

Br. 35 , A urora, MN  

HELEN  E. ZUPO N C IC

Helen E. Z uponcic, a m em ber o f 
the Slovenian W om en’s U nion, 
Branch # 3 5 , A urora, M innesota,, 
was chosen “M other o f the Y ear” for 
1992 by her organization.

Helen was bom  in M eadow , a small 
m ining location in A urora, on April
27, 1915, o f Slovenian im m igrants. 
She was the eighth o f eleven children 
raised by John and Johanna Bradach. 
Six children survive o f this large fam ­
ily: John (a nonagenarian), Joseph, 
Henry, Alice (M rs. G eorge W ilson), 
and M argaret (M rs. Stanley Cina).

A fter graduating from the Aurora 
High School during the depression 
years, Helen was em ployed as a local 
telephone operator. Later, during 
W orld W ar 11, she accepted a position 
as secretary for the U .S. Forest Serv­
ice in A urora.

Helen married Herman M. Z upon­
cic, a lifelong Aurora resident, in 1944 
when he was on leave from his war 
duties in South Pacific. He was in the 
U .S. Navy Construction Battalion at 
that tim e. Herman retired a num ber 
o f years ago as a U tilities Superinten­
dent for the City o f Aurora.

The Zuponcics are the parents o f 
five children, including a set o f tw ins, 
and ten grandchildren. Veda, the o ld­
est, is a concert pianist and a professor 
o f music at G lassboro College in New 
Jersey. She and her husband. Dr. 
Leonid Roshal, and son, Gavriel 
H erine, reside in Cherry H ill, New 
Jersey. M artin is Senior C oordinator, 
System s, at Inland Steel M ining Corn- 

Continued on page 14
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Br. 39, B iw abik, MN 

JA NE PURKAT

Biw abik, M innesota m em bers are 
happy to extend best wishes to Jane 
Pukart!

Jane Eileen Spohn-Purkart was 
born in A noka County, M innesota o f 
French and Irish parents in 1927. She 
attended high school in A noka and 
Coon Rapids. A fter graduation she 
went to work for the F. C. H ayer Co 
in M inneapolis where she worked 
until her marriage to Don Purkart.

Their love story is a lovely one. 
Jane came up to the small town of 
M cKinley for her room m ate’s w ed­
ding, and there met Don, a life-long 
friend o f the groom . Jane and Don 
began to "date" via the long distance 
telephone and within a year, they m ar­
ried. That was 1952. The six boys in 
a row and finally, their seventh, a darl­
ing baby girl. Their youngest and last 
child was another boy. making a grand 
total o f eight!

Their 40th anniversary was celeb­
rated in January at the Holiday Inn in 
Eveleth hosted by their children and 
shared by fam ily m em bers. Sons, Jan, 
Dan, David, Jerad, D ennis, Michael 
and Joey and daughter JaNeen (who 
is now 24 and works in M inneapolis), 
hosted the party. Jane and Don have 
nine grandchildren, seven o f whom 
live close by and are lucky to be the 
recipients o f her warm and generous 
love. Jane often baby sits for them , 
too.

Jane becam e our m em ber through 
the encouragem ent o f her mother-in- 

Continued on page 14

Br. 43, M ilw aukee, WI 

JO SEPH IN E JANEZIC

The worth and value o f  a woman 
can be estim ated by what she loves 
and does, but most o f all by what she 
is to others.

There are many facets to Josephine 
Janezic 's personality. First o f all she 
is a deeply religious person whose 
confidence in God never wavers. Her 
strong religious beliefs and the resis­
tance to join Com m unism  forced her 
to (lee the country while still under 
age. Second, she follows her M other's 
philosophy o f life, "That in giving 
ourselves to others in love and under­
standing, and in getting to know the 
needs o f others, we bring joy to our 
hearts."

Her devotion to her parents, par­
ticularly, her aging widowed mother 
A ntonija, whom she and her husband 
brought from Slovenia twelve years 
ago, is most exem plary, because they 
spared nothing to make her m other’s 
rem aining years com fortable and 
happy.

This devotion extends lavishly to 
her family: Josephine and Stanley 
married in 1957 in A ustralia, their 
love and respect brought special close­
ness into lives o f  their daughter Pat­
ricia, and son-in-law  Paul, and par­
ticularly to their one and only trea­
sured grandchild, M ichelle.

Josephine’s skills are many and 
varied. She can cook a feast for any 
occasion, make a fashionable dress, 
put together stylized drapes, you name 
it, as a fashion coordinator she comes 
through with pleasing results for she 
----------------------------- Continued

Br. 47, Garfield H ts., OH  

MARY KO CIANCIC

Mary has been a m em ber o f Br. 47 
for 23 years and was also a junior 
m em ber and cadet as a young woman. 
She was born July 4. 1918 in her New- 
burg. East 81st S t.. home where her 
father had his first Barber Shop. She 
is the oldest o f three daughters born 
to Mary A dler and Frank Locniskar. 
At about the age o f four, her family 
moved to the Garfield Heights area 
where she and her husband. Tony cur­
rently reside in the home which was 
her paren ts '. Mary attended Garfield 
H ts., schools including high school 
where she particiapted in many ac­
tivities including band, orchestra, glee 
club, year book, and was class secret­
ary for four years. Received her cer­
tificate in Pianoforte in 1934. Her love 
o f m usic has carried through the years, 
as she once taught piano. She enjoys 
ballet, the C leveland O rchestra and, 
o f course, good old Slovenian polkas 
and waltzes. Her graduating class o f 
1936 still gets together yearly for pic­
nics and holds special reunions every 
five years.

A fter graduation, Mary worked at 
different jobs, W oolw orth’s, General 
Electric, Jack & Heintz. It was then 
that she met Antony K ociancic, while 
attending novena devotions at St. 
Lawrence Church. Fr. John J. Oman 
was very dear to both o f them.

Tony was a printer and worked for 
several comm ercial printing com ­
panies, then joined the Plain Dealer 
where he worked for 27 years, 14 of 
which as supervisor in the com posing 

on page 15 ---------------------------
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Br. 50, E uclid , OH

A NG ELA  SH INE

For 1992 Branch No. 50 has 
selected a "W om an o f the Y ear,” the 
ever popular A ngela Shine.

Angie was born in G rayslandy, Pa. 
Her parents were Julia and M ichael 
Shine. There were 4 girls and 2 boys 
in her family.

In 1936 A ngie cam e to C leveland 
to seek work and lived with her m ar­
ried sister, Stella Koporc on M arcella.

Later her m other cam e to Cleveland 
and they lived together on East 63rd 
St. A fter her m other passed aw ay, she 
purchased a double fam ily home on 
East 72nd S t., where she still resides.

Her first place o f work was at the 
Bishop and Babcock Co. A short time 
after she got a job  at the Eton H eater 
M anufacturing Co. where she worked 
for 33 yrs. At that time the w orkers’ 
unions were com ing in quite rapidly, 
and A ngie was a strong union woman 
and fought for the workers rights. She 
was the first organizer o f their union, 
their financial secretary; served on the 
By-Law Com m ittee; was an O fficer 
o f the Loan Com m ittee and Chairm an 
o f the Shop Com m ittee.

Angie was w ritten up in the C leve­
land Plain D ealer, a daily new spaper, 
in 1965 in an article titled: "L abor Day 
N ew s” , as the most active Shop C om ­
mittee lady in the State o f Ohio.

Angie is an avid bow ler and has 
bow led m ost o f her adult life. She 
holds an average o f 137 and still bowls 
tw ice a week.

Angie also belongs to Com rades 
Lodge o f SN PJ; Euclid Slovenian Pen- 

C ontinued on page 15
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Br. 52, K itzville, MN

DOROTHY BAN

Dorothy Ban, Br. # 5 2  M other-of- 
the-Y ear, was born to Italian-English 
parents. On April 25, 1942, she m ar­
ried her childhood sw eetheart, M artin 
B an, o f Slovenian ancestory and guess 
what? She not only raised four beau­
tiful children, M artin Jr ., G regory, 
Doreen, and Peter, but she learned to 
make delicious "sarm a" in addition to 
her fam ous "sugo” .

Dorothy, a very energetic, bubbly 
lady took great care o f her family and 
also managed som e part tim e jobs and 
extra fun activities. Her jobs consisted 
o f a sam ple-taker in the m ines, an as­
sem bly-line w orker at Precision In­
dustry, and a helper at Spies bakery. 
Because she enjoyed people, Dorothy 
becam e active in the VFW  Auxiliary 
and W omen o f the M oose. Her m em ­
bership in the Slovenian Lodge # 5 2  
has lasted 20 years where she has par­
ticipated in various activities and func­
tions. She also played volleyball for 
many years and has been an avid 
bow ler most o f her life laying claim  
to many first-place team trophies in 
both leagues.

During the cold w inter m onths, 
D orothy 's favorite pastim e is cooking. 
Her children are rarely disappointed 
when they stop to see mom and snoop 
around to see "w hats cookin’’.

Cheerful and delightful, this little 
lady is alw ays her fam ily’s M other-of- 
the-Y ear and w e’re proud and honored 
to share her with the Slovenian Lodge 
in this special honor.

(Written by her daugliter-in-law)

Br. 55 , G irard, OH

M ARIA F. SELAK

M aria is o f the new generation o f 
S lovenian-A m ericans, born in this 
country o f Slovenian im m igrant par­
ents who left their hom eland and came 
to the U .S . after W W  II. In spite o f 
hardships that cam e with lack o f 
m oney, security o f em ploym ent, lan­
guage barriers, these fam ilies brought 
their traditions, values and spiritual 
strengths with them and succeeded in 
m aking a new destiny for their 
fam ilies. So, M aria, now , is passing 
on to her own children, the things she 
was brought up to regard by her own 
parents.

She was bom  in 1950 in 
Y oungstow n, O hio, the daughter o f 
M ilka and Frank K regar who had just 
com e from Slovenia as refugees. 
Three younger sisters followed Maria: 
A nka, M artha and D ori, all mem bers 
o f  SW U , too.

She attended St. Rose Elem entary 
School, Ursuline High School and 
Youngstown State U niversity, receiv­
ing a degree in Elem entary Education 
and m inor in M ath. She began w ork­
ing as a page in the G irard Free Library 
during her senior year o f high school, 
and upon graduation from college in
1972, assum ed a position o f children’s 
librarian at the library where she 
worked until her first child was born 
in 1978. She is now a substitute 
teacher.

M aria likes to sew , em broider, cook 
and can , plays the piano and sings, 
especially Slovenian songs. This 
100% Slovenian family also speaks 

C ontinued on page 15



Br. 71, Strabane, PA

R O SEM AR IE G ER M O V SEK

Rose was born in C adiz, O hio to 
G eorge and M ary Prohart W rkich -  a 
Slovenian-Croatian fam ily, and is one 
o f eight children. The W rkiches were 
m arried 67 years before her fa ther’s 
death in 1988 —and now , m other M ary 
is 85 and living in Sm ithfield, Ohio.

Rose graduated from W intersville 
high school -  later was em ployed by 
the Federal Paper Board in Steuben­
ville and then transferred to 
W ashington, PA. After her first child 
was born, Rose stayed home to raise 
her family. She has two children, 
Mary Jo is 29, received her degree in 
Business Adm inistration from Slip­
pery Rock University and is married 
to Paul H artm an. They reside in 
Bethel Park, PA. Son, Joe is 27, and 
finishing his studies to get a degree in 
electrical engineering at Y oungstown 
University.

Rose and her husband, Joe, have 
lived in Strabane for 31 years; he is 
retired from C ooper Industries since
1991. They enjoy attending Slovenian 
dances and especially listening to their 
son, Joe play the button box accordion 
at these events. R ose’s family brags 
about her cooking, in fact, son-in-law , 
Paul claim s R ose’s strudel is one o f 
the reasons he married into the family!

Rose has been a m em ber o f br. 71 
for 10 years. She enjoys attending all 
the functions and rarely misses a m eet­
ing. Her m other-in-law  and sister-in- 
law, the late Josephine Germ ovsek- 
K otar and Josephine C argnoni, were 
both good m em bers o f Br. 71. Since 
1988. her daughter, Mary Jo is also a 
m em ber.

W hen we read about Rose, and 
m other's like her, we feel proud and 
happy that they are a part o f us, and 
wish them all the best in fulfilling their 
lives.

Br. 73, W arrensville H ts., OH

JO SEPH IN E NOVAK

I had a delightful time interviewing 
our M other o f the Year. A m em ber 
o f Branch 73 for over fifty years, 
Josephine Novak resides in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. She cam e to the 
state thirty-five years ago. She has 
since lived in California and O hio, but 
she returned to Florida fourteen years 
ago and settled in the "deep south .” I 
had met Josephine several years ago 
and by the tim e our phone conversa­
tion ended, we were again great 
friends.

Joseph (D olinski) was born in 
C leveland, Ohio on January 1, 1913. 
She attended St. Stanislaus Grade 
School and South High School. At the 
age o f tw enty she married John 
Novak. Tw o sons, M ichael and John, 
cam e from the m arriage. Her husband 
died in 1940.

Josephine told me that she had not 
worked prior to her husband’s death, 
but left with two sons to raise, she did 
take on a clerical job  at a local C leve­
land drug store.

She loves to travel but her jaunts 
are lim ited because o f health problems 
(we do hope your eyes are im proving, 
Jo). The Senior Apartm ent Complex 
where she resides affords her many 
activities; she particularly likes Bingo. 
Filling me in on how she keeps herself 
busy she made a remark that we should 
all rem em ber; “ I can 't do m uch, but
I always try to h e lp ..."  Isn’t that great!

Son M ichael has retired after 30 
years with the A ir Force and his (only) 
daughter, Julie, recently made 
Josephine a great grandm other. Son 

------------------------- Continued

Br. 79, Enum claw , WA

ANTO N ETTE KITNA

Antonette (Toni) K itna, a 20 year 
m em ber o f Br. # 7 9  has been chosen 
M other o f the Y ear for 1992. Toni 
was born in Seattle, W ashington on 
January 14. 1938. She is the youngest 
o f  four sisters. She received all o f  her 
formal education from Catholic nuns 
and graduated from Holy Rosary High 
School in Seattle, W ashington.

Toni has held several careers. Dur- - 
ing high school she worked in the 
fisheries industry. A fter graduation, 
Toni began a career as a grocery clerk 
for Thriftw ay Stores Inc. and stayed 
em ployed there for ten years. Pre­
sently, Toni works for H unter Douglas 
Inc. in the W indow Fashions D epart­
ment as a Quality Control Inspector 
in Kent. W ashington.

Toni has been married to Robert 
Kitna for tw enty-six years. They have 
twin sons Mark and Marty. Robert has 
worked for the City o f Auburn as a 
Senior Serviceman for many years. 
T heir son M arty is an Economics 
graduate o f the University o f 
W ashington. He is currently em ­
ployed as a System s A nalyst with the 
Boeing Com pany in Bellevue, 
W ashington. Marty is also planning 
to begin graduate studies in Business 
A dm inistration or Law in the Fall o f
1992. Their other son M ark is an In­
dustrial Psychology graduate o f C en­
tral W ashington U niversity. Mark is 
currently em ployed as a Sales A s­
sociate at Puget Sound Securities in 
Seattle. W ashington. Toni has always 
encouraged her boys to work smart 
n page 16 ---------------------------
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Br. 100, Fontana, CA

JA N  ECK ERT

O ur M other o f the Y ear is Jan Ec­
kert o f Fontana. C alifornia. Jan was 
horn in Ely, M innesota the eldest o f 
the three daughters o f  Angela Zobitz 
and Frank Steiner. She moved to 
California with her fam ily while still 
in school and graduating from Chaffey 
High School and C haffey College. 
A fter working for K aiser Steel as a 
secretary for a num ber o f years Jan 
attended a real estate school and is 
now a sales agent for Century 21 in 
A lta Lom a, California.

Ron Eckert is her husband of 34 
years and they have two lovely ch il­
dren, Rhonda Becker o f H awthorne, 
CA and M ichael o f Fontana and one 
grandson, Sam , grandm a’s pride and 
joy.

O ur M other o f the year is a bubbly, 
attractive woman and alw ays a g ra­
cious, generous person. Jan is our 
Sunshine Lady sending greetings to 
hospitalized and confined mem bers.

Angela S teiner, Jan ’s m other has 
been a m em ber o f our branch for many 
years, also. A ngela is now recovering 
from a bout with pneum onia. W e all 
hope she is fine by the tim e she reads 
this article.

Jan has a sincere zest for her 
Slovene heritage and culture. W e are 
pleased to honor Jan Eckert!

Reporter

a

Br. 102, W illard, W1

ROSE SIM O NELIC  PEK OL

Rose was born in C hicago on the 
southwest side in 1923, in a fam ily of 
10 children. The com m unity life was 
special during those years as all neigh­
boring fam ilies were ju s t newly ar­
rived in the U .S. and learned together 
how to assim ilate into the American 
way o f life. They belonged to St. 
S tephen’s Church. Like many men, 
her father was a skilled w orker and 
was em ployed as a plasterer.

Rose went to St. S tephen’s School 
for 8 years and then a year at Harrison 
high school. She had various jobs such 
as hospital work, factory w ork, house 
work and when she becam e o f age, 
she was em ployed at W estern Electric 
Com pany. She then made wedding 
plans with Edward J. Pekol, and the 
cerem ony was held in Chicago; she 
then had to wait for him until his m ilit­
ary service was up. A fter the w ar, they 
moved to his home tow n o f W illard, 
W isconsin to be near his parents dur­
ing their illness. In 1952 he went back 
to Illinois where he was em ployed in 
electronics and research work.

Rose raised their fam ily in W illard 
while Ed drove back and forth on 
w eekends -  a very difficult thing to 
do in the years w ithout expressw ays. 
Rose spent her entire 32 years caring 
for the fam ily, taking full responsibil­
ity and did a very nice job . E d’s type 
o f work did require him to be gone a 
lot o f the tim e. T heir four children are 
R osalie, born in 1946, M arlene, born 
in 1948, Edw ard, J r ., born in 1952 
and R obert, born in 1957. Three of 
them reside in W isconsin and Illinois 
and M arlene is in W illard. They have 
nine grandchildren, three of them  liv­
ing close by who come to grandm a's 
house often; the others live further 
away and visit on holidays and vaca­
tions. The eldest is Pam , 23, Connie 
was deceased at 18 years o f age, 
Brian, 17, M ike. 15, Janet, 10, David,
13, Danny, 10, A m y, 9 and Am anda 
is 5.

Baby sitting takes lots o f 
G randm a's tim e, so she has been un­
able to attend many m eetings, -  and 
also, she is a diligent and willing 
w orker at Holy Fam ily Catholic 
C hurch, located just across the street 
from R ose’s home.

She is such a pleasant lady, 
friendly, quiet and always has a smile 
for you. She 's small and has greying 
hair and one can tell her home is her

You can only have one mother, 
patient, kind and true;

No other fr ie n d  in all the world, 
will he the same to you!

When other friends fo rsake  you, 
to m other you will turn;

For all her loving kindness, 
she asks nothing in return!

A s we look upon our childhood, 
sweet m em ories we recall;

O f a fa ce  so fu l l  o f  sunshine, 
and a sm ile fo r  one and all.

Sw eet Jesus, take this message, 
to our dear m other up above;

Tell her how  we m iss her, 
and give her all our love.

M ay you rest in peace, dear m other, 
in that heavenly hom e above;

With Jesus, M ary and Joseph, 
in G od’s own eternal love.

In  memory o f  Gloria N usko, (Br.2)
m other o f  13 children who passed
away in September, 1991.

She is sadly missed.

favorite place to be. Social activities 
include playing cards and “ Bingo" 
with her lady friends.

Her husband retired in 1982 so they 
have a little more tim e to do things 
together. He is a Ham radio operator 
and likes to pursue his main enjoy­
m ent, talking to his long time as­
sociates all over the world on a daily 
basis. A nother thing that the Pekol's 
have been known to do is use his 
movie equipm ent to entertain others. 
They have an enorm ous am ount o f 
movies taken down through the years 
o f fam ily events, church and com m u­
nity parties, etc. Now Ed has time to 
transfer these onto video tape and he 
enjoys showing them to us. Hope he 
continues to video the great occasions 
that will be pleasure for generations 
to com e. It m akes a nice family and 
com m unity bonding.

Reporter o f this article is Avis Suda, 
a friend, and w e’d like to close with 
R ose’s own thoughts: " I t’s a good 
feeling to be honored by my friends 
as M other o f the Year!"
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Br. 103, W ashington, D .C .

M ARY (M IM I) M EJAČ

This year wc are priviledged to 
honor Mrs. Mary (M imi) Mejac as 
W oman o f the Y ear, for her outstand­
ing perform ance and dedication as our 
branch secretary since its inception 
tw enty-six years ago!

H er perseverance and continuous 
interest in our organization makes her 
a strong mainstay o f our group. Due 
to her integrity and ability, she m ain­
tains the financial status and assets o f 
our branch with good stability.

We see her as a strong Slovenian 
lady, em bracing these values which 
our parents gave us, faith, hope, and 
trust.

M imi's poise and stature give her a 
distinction as she grows older. She 
wears her greying hair pulled straight 
back in a bun which offsets her expres­
sive eyes and sometimes mischievous 
and infectious grin. Her glances tell you 
that she is aware of situations, and she 
keeps in touch with daily current events 
outside her sphere.

Her lovely home and family are her 
chief concerns. She is a devoted wife, 
mother and grandmother.

Mimi and Conrad Mejac host a social 
life in their home with traditional Slove­
nian warmth and hospitality. It is a cen­
tral meeting place for many Slovenian 
visitors when they are in Washington.

Dear Mimi. the wonderful ladies of 
Br. 103 express their sincere thanks for 
the tenacity and guidance which you 
have projected over these many years, 
with your many capabilities and such 
selfless giving o f your self.

We salute you! F.M.

Br. 105, Detroit, MI 

EVELYN SUNICH

Branch 105’s selection as our Mother 
of the Year is the lovely and charming 
Evelyn Sunich. She will be honored at 
a luncheon on May 16th at Jovan’s Steak 
House.

Evelyn was born on March 8. 1923 
to May me and J.W . Hancock in Depoy, 
Kentucky. She has two sisters, Georgia 
Latham and Esther Miller. Her only 
brother. Richard Hancock, lost his life 
in the Philippine Islands during World 
War II.

Evelyn who married Peter Sunich on 
April 18. 1963 has one son. Philip 
Tyrer. from a previous marriage. Phillip

and his wife. Agnes, have four 
daughters. Margaret. Beverly, Mary and 
Tammy. Evelyn and Pete enjoy their 
granddaughters and their many great 
grandchildren (9 at the latest count).

Philip and Agnes currently reside in 
St. Cloud, Florida and Evelyn and Pete 
visit them as often as possible.

Granddaughter Margaret and her hus­
band. Morris Van Assche have four chil­
dren -  Philip, Kristy, Jennifer and April. 
Beverly and her husband. Bill Owens 
have two daughters -  Ashley and 
Angela. Mary and Douglas Wells have 
one son. Douglas, Jr., and Tammy and 
her husband, Keith Mereel have two 
children, Christopher and Shelby. Both 
Evelyn and Pete enjoy many weekends 
with their great grandchildren and those 
of us who have met them enjoy these 
well-mannered children, too.

Pete's parents were born in Austria 
and his Mother.Theresa, joined the 
Slovenska Ženska Zveza on July 25. 
1929 in Calumet, Michigan, so Evelyn 
is carrying on a family tradition.

In 1956 Evelyn started working for 
Michigan National Bank as a teller. She 
retired in 1986 as a Collector and Inves­
tigator.

Both Evelyn and Pete love to travel 
and have seen other countries as well as 
many of the states in our own country.

The Sunich’s celebrated their 25th 
Wedding Anniversary in April 1988 
with a wonderful party for 200 of their 
good friends.

We are proud to have Evelyn as a 
member o f Branch 105 in Detroit and 
wish both of them many more years of 
good health and happiness.

Departed Members

1 - Mary Leon (69)
30-yr mem ber

2 - Mary K rapence (91)
60-yr m em ber

6 - Frances G radisher (82) 
54-yr m em ber

10 - Dorothy Zagar (67) 
48-yr m em ber

14 - Frances M ochnik (97) 
65-yr m em ber

20 - Mary M utz (91)
64-yr m em ber

Mary Rakowski (83)
51 -yr m em ber

25 - M ary Hribar (87)
61 -yr m em ber

35 - Julia Turk (70)
36-yr m em ber

38 - Mary Elizabeth Tegg (75) 
18-yr mem ber

50 - Sally Furlich (52) 
l-y r m em ber

52 - Josephine Politano (93) 
45-yr m em ber

G enevieve Zidarich (71)
43-yr mem ber

56 - Barbara Doshen (92)
44-yr mem ber

64 - Leona Palcher (79) 
36-yr mem ber

66 - Mary Chesnik (100) 
53-yr mem ber

95 - Ann Granich (79) 
39-yr m em ber

Lucille Sarich (91) 
43-yr m em ber

105 - Joan Sroka (39) ^
39-yr m em ber-
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Br. 2 , Sharon Naudziunas

and her parents, lived in the neighbor­
hood tor a long tim e. She graduated 
from Harrison High School w ho 's fa­
mous alumni included Benny G ood­
man and Irv K upcinet.

Boredom does not exist in Sharon 's 
life, for she is a very talented lady. 
She is the treasurer o f our Branch 2. 
she served on the St. S tephen 's Parish 
Council and was President o f Our 
L ady 's G uild; was active in the cub 
scouts and was very involved with St. 
S tephen 's School festivities. Sharon 
w orks for Bensley and Kiener. cer­
tified public accountants, and now 
lives in Berwyn with her son Paul 
(who has becom e a teenager this year) 
and her parents Dorothy & Verland 
"Fuzzy" Foral. But this move has not 
stopped Sharon from her continuous 
tim e and effort shown at each meeting.

We don 't know how we could ever 
thank her enough for all that she has 
done or show her how much we care, 
except to say we love you Sharon, and 
may God bless you with good health 
so that you will be the busy and viv­
acious lady that you are for m any, 
many years to com e.

C ongratulations! to our "W om an of 
the year” .

Br. 3, M ary Drobnick

able and the Print O ffice prior to her 
retirement.

She and her husband, A lbert, who 
also worked for the Colorado Fuel & 
Iron C orporation, have been married 
for 42 years and have three daughters. 
Diane W ilson does office work and is 
the m other o f two children. Lisa and 
Nick; Doreen M artinez works for the 
C olorado State Fair and is the m other 
o f three. Dylan and twins Skyla and 
Zandria; Dana just graduated from the 
University o f  Southern C olorado with 
a degree in Social W ork and will be 
getting m arried in June to Ray Eccher.

Mitzi speaks highly o f her parents 
and says they were an inspiration to 
their children by instilling faith and 
love in them .

She is a very outgoing person with 
hazel eyes, short in stature and d ish­
w ater blonde hair. She has added a 
lot to our m eetings and her suggestion 
o f a m ystery prize monthly has been 
quite a booster to our treasury. She is 
also very active in the Eagles' A u­
xiliary # 1 4 5  and is President o f the 
Retired E agles' A ssociation. She also 
loves to travel and. o f course, help 
babysit her grandchildren.

The m em bers o f No. 3 are proud 
to honor her as our M other o f the Year. 
O ur congratulations to you, Mitzi!

Br. 12, Rose Luebke

num ber o f years after that. She 
has alw ays believed in the im por­
tance o f education, and has modeled 
this belief for her children and grand­
children. Since retirem ent. Rose en ­
joys traveling, cooking, gardening 
and spending time with fam ily. Roy 
and Rose celebrated their forty-sixth 
wedding anniversary with Pat's  family 
in January, 1992.

R ose 's belief in education strongly 
influenced her two daughters. W hile 
Rose was not able to attend college 
for a num ber o f reasons, she instilled 
early on in her daughters the love of 
learning and the im portance o f doing 
one 's  best. W hile busy with the store 
while the girls were in elem entary 
school. Rose still found time to serve 
as president o f the school PTA.

Though it was difficult, both par­
ents sacrificed so that their children 
would be educated. It paid off. R ose's 
oldest daugther. Pat. has a m aster's 
degree in school adm inistration and 
works in a central office position in a 
suburban M ilwaukee school district. 
Her younger daughter. Linda, began 
her career as a nurse after receiving 
her bachelor's degree from M arquette 
U niversity, and later earned a m aster's 
degree in music. She is currently em ­
ployed as a music teacher in a subur­
ban Seattle. W ashington school d is­
trict. Rose has continued her strong 
belief in education with her six g rand­
children. They value the tim e that 
grandm a spends with them reading or 
playing games. Rose stays close to 
her fam ily, traveling at least twice a 
year to Seattle to visit L inda 's family 
and seeing P at's  family regularly. She 
is always present at the numerous 
plays, concerts and sporting events in 
which her grandchildren participate. 
R ose 's skill at cooking is always ap­
preciated by her fam ily, and when 
they get together for a m eal. her Slove­
nian sausage is always requested.

Rose is alw ays w illing to pitch in 
to help in the kitchen at lodge m eet­
ings. w hich she regularly attends with 
her sisters. She particularly likes play­
ing her favorite game at the m eetings. 
W hen asked about her feelings about 
receiving this honor, she responded 
that she is very pleased to have been 
chosen. As one o f her daughters, I 
would like to add that the honor is 
well deserved.

Reporter

Br. 14, D iane Varney

derful to feel needed and to see people 
being helped. She thanks all the m em ­
bers for the honor o f selecting her 
M other o f the Year and especially de­
dicates this honor to her aunt. A malia 
Legat, one of the most active mem bers 
o f Br. 14.

Br. 16, Frances Zupancich

with the Senior groups to w hich she 
belongs.

Fran and Edna W inters were sur­
prised with a pot-luck supper at the 
O ctober 1991 m eeting when they both 
celebrated their 75th B irthdays.

On D ecem ber 12, 1991, Fran had 
a hip replacem ent and has made an 
incredible recovery so that by January 
27th she was able to get around w ith­
out the aid o f a w alker or cane.

Fran was the R eporter for Branch 
No. 16 for 10 years and did an excel­
lent job . W e were very sorry that she 
had to resign due to health reasons. 
She attends m eetings faithfully and 
w illingly volunteers her service w her­
ever needed. She was also a delegate 
to the Regional Convention held in 
O glesby, Illinois in 1986. Her 
M other-in-Law , Agnes (Zupančič) 
Cherne was a C harter m em ber of 
Branch No. 16 and was the first Pres­
ident o f our Branch. Her Sister-in- 
Law, O lga Kowalkowski is also a 
m em ber o f Branch No. 16.

Fran is also a m em ber o f  the follow ­
ing organizations —  C onfraternity o f 
Christian M others o f St. George 
Church where she has held the Office 
o f V ice-President, Secretary and T re­
asurer, the East Side Seniors where 
she was the Sunshine Gal until she 
had to resign due to health reasons 
and the Golden Agers. W hile her ch il­
dren attended St. G eorge School, she 
was an active m em ber of the P .T .A . 
and the A lumni Club.

On T hursday, May 14th, Fran will 
be crow ned 1992 M other-of-the-Y ear 
by Marge Prebil, our 1991 M other-of- 
the-Y ear. There will also be a crow n­
ing o f the Blessed Virgin Mary fol­
lowed by a dinner and short program 
at the Golden Shell Restaurant.

W ith this honor as M other-of-the- 
Y ear, Fran, go our C ongratulations 
and best w ishes for good health so 
that you will enjoy your fam ily, your 
hobbies and all your Senior activities 
for many years to com e. We love you, 
Fran!

Gladys K. Buck
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Br. 17, C atherine M atzelle

positive -  we love her relaxed manner.
To her, the honor o f  being selected 

M other o f the Y ear is very special and 
she says her greatest achievem ent is 
having friends that care!

O ur heartiest w ishes to her on this 
occasion!

Br. 20, Jo Lustik

At the present tim e, I am treasurer 
o f Branch 20, and also served as au­
ditor a few years ago. Last M ay, I 
was elected 3rd national auditor at the 
convention in C leveland. My husband 
and daughter are m em bers o f Br. 20 
and 1 am proud to be a 50 year 
mem ber.

Some o f my activities with the 
branch include being in charge o f the 
ad book for the 20th N ational C onven­
tion when it was held in Joliet in 1987, 
and the 60th A nniversary Souvenir 
Book in 1988. I enjoy helping out with 
all o f the events o f Branch 20.

My favorite leisure tim e activity is 
going to the library to read. O ther 
things that interest me are cooking and 
baking, I ’m not an expert but do get 
some com plim ents. Traveling is fun, 
also.

The greatest inspiration in my life 
today is my fam ily on w hom I can 
always rely to be encouraging and sup­
portive.

It is an honor and pleasure for me 
to be the 1992 W om an o f  the Year 
for Branch 20!

Josephine Lustik
“We love Jo  and  extend heartfelt 

wishes!"

Št. 25, Frances Kočevar

kakor je rekla, d a  je pol u re  p e š  ali 
p e tn a j s t  minut s  k o le s a m  d o  Iga.

L e ta  1944. s o  jo part izan i o d p e l ­
jali z  d rug im i ljudmi iz v as i  Tisovci, 
n a  prisilno d e lo  v S ta v č o  v as .  T am  
s o  vsi tolkli k a m e n  n a  cesti .  
N e k e g a  d n e  s o  d o m o b r a n c i  
n a p a d l i  S ta v č o  v as ,  s o  p a  s  
pri jateljicami z b e ž a l e  proti g o z d u .  
B e ž a le  s o  proti Beli krajini, v s e  
skozi g o z d  in g rm ičev je .  Po  nekaj 
u rn e m u  b e ž a n ju  s o  s e  poču ti le  
v a rn e  in s o  jo m ah n i le  m im o sv. 
Pe tra ,  m im o  T o p le  Rebri proti Hin­
jam. F ra n c k a  s e  je ustav ila  d o m a  
z a  p a r  ur, d a  je v ze la  in sp rav i la  
neka j  stvari v c u lo  in ž e  jo je p o b ­
rala proti Z v irčam  in v Velike 
L a š č e .  Po t e d n u  b ivan ja  m e d  
d o m o b r a n c i  je o d š l a  n a  Ig, kjer je 
o s ta la  d o  r a z p a d a  vojne.

Š e s t e g a  m a ja  1945. s e  je p r id ­

ružila d ru g im  b e g u n c e m ,  ki s o  b e ­
žali p r e d  kom unis t ičn im  nasi l jem  
n a  Koroško. Im ela  je sm olo .  Prvi 
b e g u n c i ,  ki s o  prispeli n a  K oroško  
p re d  d e s e t im  m a je m  s o  bili zajeti 
o d  pa r t iz an o v  pri Borovljah, pri 
m os tu .  O d  ta m  s o  jih odpelja li ,  bilo 
jih je o d  6 0 0 -7 0 0  v n em šk i  “logar", 
z a  14 dni.  Po  14. d n e h  s o  šli d o  
P o d ro ž c e ,  kjer s o  jih natovorili v 
ž iv inske  v a g o n e ,  jih zaklenili in jih 
odpelja li  skozi tunel n a  J e s e n ic e ,  
p o te m  p a  š e  n a p re j  v Škofjo Loko 
in k o n č n o  s o  jih iztovorili v St. Vidu 
n a d  Ljubljano in odpelja li  v škofov e  
z a v o d e ,  kjer je o s ta la  n eka j  te d n o v .  
Š e  ni bilo k o n e c  trp lenja .  M orala  je 
š e  z a  e n  m e s e c  oditi n a  Mikloš- 
č e v o  c e s t o  v “g ro z n o  celico". 
Pravi: “Z a u p a n je  v B o g a  in Marijo 
m e  je rešilo, d a  n is e m  o b u p a l a . ”

Po  tej križevi poti s e  je  vrnila 
služit’ n a  M ateno ,  kjer je  o s t a la  š e  
12  let.

1957. le ta  jo je  stric  povabil  n a  
o b isk  v Ameriko. D e c e m b r a  je 
p riš la  v C le v e la n d ,  n a  W o o d la n d  
A ven ue .  Z njim je o s t a la  d e s e t  dni, 
n a to  p a  je š la  k ses tr i  Mary S tek- 
la sa .  Pri njej je  o s ta la  do k le r  ni s r e ­
č a l a  n e k o g a ,  ki ji je uk rad e l  s rc e .  
N jeg ov o  ime, T o n e  H o če v a r .  Nekaj 
č a s a  s t a  hod ila  s k u p a j  in k o n č n o  
s t a  s e  zm en i la ,  d a  s e  po roč i ta .  Dan 
p o ro k e  je bil 23. a v g u s t a  1958. 
Kmalu p o  poroki je z a č e l a  tudi 
F ra n c k a  delati,  d a  si m a lo  pri- '  
h ran i ta  s  T o n e to m  z a  b o d o č n o s t .  ,

N jeno  v e se l je  v d v o je  je trajalo 
le 4  leta, 4 m e s e c e  in 11 dni. Njen 
Toni je umrl 3. jan. 1963. leta.

Po  smrti je š e  d e la la  d o  svo je  
upokojitve, v januar ju  1982  leta.

Š e  n eka j  d ru g ih  stvari, ki jih 
F ra n c k a  oprav l ja  po leg ,  d a  n a m  
p o m a g a  pri žen sk i  zvezi p roda ja ti  
t ikece .  Zelo  r a d a  š t ika p r t ičke  in 
b la z in e  in v e s t e  kaj š e ?  S o s e d o m  
in prijateljem hodi p o m a g a t i  pleti, 
d a  vidite p rav  PLETI!

Pri v s e h  n a š ih  s e ja h  je v e d n o  
videti n jen n a sm e ja n i  o b ra z ,  ki n a s  
vedri. Eno  s tv a r  p a  sovraž i in tudi 
s e n č i c a  prekrije  n jeno  č e lo  -  to ž e  
v s e  v e m o  kaj jo sp rav i  v s l a b o  voljo

p rep ih .  S k u š a m o  ji u s t reč i  in 
p o z a p r e m o  o k n a  in v ra ta .  P re p ih a  
je im ela dovolj v ‘f a b rk ’!” Kjer je 
d e la la  12 let, pri C o le  P ro d u c ts .

Č e s t i ta m o  Vam, F ra n c k a ,  in 
že lim o v s e  d o b r o  n a  Vaši nadaljn i 
življenski poti. Bog  V as  živi!

P o č a s t i le  jo b o m o  pri S terletu , 
12 m a ja  o b  1:15 p.m.

Cirila Kermavner

Br. 26, M ary Slaney

ours church and senior citizen groups.
Mary has been a m em ber o f Br. 26 

since 1929; how ever, her active in­
volvem ent cam e about in the early 
1970s, when our then president and 
friend, Anna Trontel, encouraged 
Mary to run for an office. She ac­
cepted and has since served as an au­
ditor, recording secretary and, since
1973, as Secretary. M ary and Anna 
were also responsible, with help from 
others too num erous to m ention, for 
scheduling, planning and hosting the 
S .W .U . N ational Convention 1976 in 
Pittsburgh. To this day, Mary con­
tinues to receives com plim ents on this 
affair from other branches.

It is in recognition o f M ary 's hard 
w ork, dedication and leadership to Br.
26 for many years, and as their way 
of saying “thank you ,” that mem bers 
have chosen her as their W oman of 
the Y ear for 1992.

M ary is the m other o f four 
daughters —  V irginia, Mary Ann, and 
Barbara —  who live in Pittsburgh, and 
Sister Barbara M ary, a School Sister 
o f Notre Dame. Sister Barbara Mary 
currently is a second grade teacher at 
St. Pius X School in Baltim ore. Mary 
also is grandm other o f 12 (7 boys and
5 girls). Most o f her family lives in 
the Pittsburgh area and continues the 
tradition of gathering at her home for 
every holiday. R ecently, 25 of her 
family gathered at her home to cele­
brate her 80th birthday, all attending 
in spite o f a snow storm.

Speaking for her fam ily, Mary has 
always been a guiding force in their 
lives and a very special m other, grand­
m other and great grandm other. To 
them she is the "M other, G randm other 
and Great G randm other o f the Y ear” 
every year!
See photo  pg . 35 Barbara Slaney 

Br. 33, Beverly M enart

St. E lizabeth 's Caterers.
B ev 's personality traits o f sw eet­

ness, talkativness, generosity, hos- 
pitability, and leadership all com bine 
to make her the very special person 
she is.

Lois Pelander,
Reporter

Br. 34, Rose Planton

overseas for 2-1/2 years. Along with 
his Captain and Lieutenant, they were 
the first to cross the Rhine River. 
W hen he returned from the service, 
he worked at the Soudan Mine until 
it closed, went to the Pioneer Mine in
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Ely and then worked at K ainz Lum ber 
Com pany in Ely for six years. He died 
o f lung cancer in 1974.

Rose and Tony lived in Soudan all 
their m arried life, and lived in the 
form er Yapel fam ily hom e on Fourth 
Street for ten years before they built 
a new  home on Fifth Street, where 
Rose lives now. They had tw o chil­
dren, Jam es, w ho graduated from  Be- 
m idji State College and was a teacher 
nine years, worked for U .S . Steel, 
then was a m anager o f concessions at 
Fortune Bay Casino in Tow er, and 
now w orks for Erie M ining Company 
in A urora. He is m arried to the form er 
R ebecca Suihkonen, w ho also hap­
pens to be a granddaughter o f our 
m em ber, Ann Frazee. T heir daughter, 
Jane, graduated from  Vermilion 
Junior College and Eveleth Technical 
College and is em ployed at St. L uke’s 
Hospital in D uluth as an L .P .N . Rose 
has a brother, Joe M ertel, who lives 
in W inton, and had a sister, Elizabeth 
Sm oley o f E ly , who died on A ugust
28, 1991.

Rose has been a seam stress for 
m any years, sew ing for many people, 
including our priests, Father Kryspin 
and Father A nselm . She made her 
daughter’s clothes, from coats to for- 
mals. She alw ays had a garden and 
canned her own vegetables; she has 
crocheted, em broidered and made 
many braided rugs. She likes to cook 
and bake and her neighbors will agree 
that she is good at both. Playing 500 
in cards is another enjoym ent o f hers.

Caring for other people is som e­
thing else Rose has done in the past— 
am ong them  are her neighbors on Fifth 
Street—Anton Poderzay, M ary
Pahula, Theresa Pahula, and also 
Jam es “D oc” Brula and his wife, 
Annie. She traveled to Ely to care for 
her m other and her home every week 
for many years and visited her m other 
in the Ely Nursing Home for six 
years.

Rose served as the chairm an o f the 
sewing circle, St. M onica’s, o f St. 
M artin’s Parish for 23 years, a 
m em ber o f the Soudan A ltar Society, 
and N orthw oods Senior Citizens. Per­
nicious anem ia and severe arthritis has 
slowed Rose down but she still is able 
to be up and around. She has lovely 
greying naturally curly hair, which 
falls in w av es-lu ck y  you, Rose! She 
has traveled to Slovenia to visit rela­
tives at Č rnom elj, B led, and Cerklje 
with her husband’s relative from 
C loquet. She has visited her husband’s 
relatives—Ed Planton’s in Florida; 
Stan Planton’s in M assachusetts;

Leonard P lanton’s in Illinois and a 
cousin in Arizona.

Rose com es from  a fam ily with re­
ligious vocations; her m other’s 
brother and uncle were priests and a 
sister was a nun. R ose’s second 
cousin, Sr. Theresa K ocjencic, is at 
St. Scholastic Priory in Duluth and 
visits Rose on occasion. Cousins to 
Rose are A nn M ertel Saari o f Ely and 
M ike M ertel Saari o f Ely and Mike 
M ertel, o f Ely w ho now lives in New 
Jersey. Rose reads, understands and 
speaks Slovenian, and if you sit near 
her in church, she has a lovely singing 
voice—she said it was because o f M ary 
H utar’s encouragem ent at St. A n­
thony’s in Ely!

She also wanted me to add that her 
dear friends while grow ing up in Ely 
w ere three w om en w ho live in Tower- 
Soudan, w ho also m arried Soudan 
m en—M ary Frances D eyak Jam nick 
(their m others cam e from the same 
place in Slovenia); A ngela K oprivnik 
Jam nick (her parents were godparents 
to Rose); and Ann Jerich Spollar. It 
was at the Sweet Shop in Ely that these 
“girls” m et their husbands from 
Soudan!

A nother interesting life for our 
M other o f the Year. W e wish you well 
in the com ing years, R ose, and we are 
happy to have you honored as our 
M other o f  the Y e a r - 1992!

Adeline M ustonen

Br. 35 , Helen Zuponcic

pany in V irginia, M innesota. He and 
his w ife, Rhonda live in B iw abik, 
M innesota, and are the parents o f four 
children: D eja, E rin, John and Anton. 
C arl, the tw in o f C ora, lives with his 
wife Sally in H urst, Texas, and is em ­
ployed as an advisory program m er and 
serves as the m anager o f professional 
services at C om puter Associates in 
East Irving, Texas. C ora is a piano 
instructor and a com poser o f chil­
d ren’s music. She and her husband, 
Kelton Barr, reside in M inneapolis, 
M innesota with their two children, 
Anitsa and A lexei. K athy, the 
youngest, is a church organist, a p ro­
fessional photographer, and a travel 
agent. She and her husband, Jerry 
Schaefer, live in G hent, M innesota 
with their three sons; Jason, Jordan 
and Jacob.

T hroughout the years, while raising 
her fam ily, H elen continued her 
studies in advanced piano, peddagogy 
and m usic theory. A fter the children 
left hom e, her learning resum ed at a 
nearby college where she enjoyed sub­

jects that had a special interest to her: 
art, literature, music and foreign lan­
guages. Even now , she and her 
daughters attend m usic clinics and 
sem inars together. H elen has been 
teaching young children in piano for 
over forty years and continues to do 
so. H er young students perform  regu­
larly for the residents o f the local nurs­
ing hom e. In years past, H elen di­
rected the children’s choir at the Holy 
Rosary Church in A urora where she 
and her husband have been lifelong 
mem bers.

H elen enjoys cooking and baking 
for her children and grandchildren 
when they visit. She has been, and 
still is, an ethnic cook and has passed 
her love of Slavic foods on to her prog­
en y . She is an avid reader, a crossword 
puzzle enthusiast, and an ardent movie 
buff.

The Zuponcics have traveled exten­
sively during their m arried life. Their 
travels always included the children 
w hen they w ere young. They have vi­
sited all states o f the U .S ., Canada 
and her Provences, M exico, Central 
and South A m erica, Europe, A frica, 
and the N ear and Far East. The Zupon­
cics have traveled throughout the 
Jugoslavian Republics and have found 
great joy  in visiting Slovenia, the 
hom eland o f their forebears. Both the 
Zuponcics and the Bradachs have 
num erous relatives living there.

Last sum m er was especially excit­
ing for them  as they were guests o f 
the form er Soviet U nion’s M ozart Fes­
tival, where they follow ed their 
daughter V eda’s piano concerts in St. 
Petersburg, M oscow , Kiev and 
K ishiniv near the Black Sea.

H elen’s m other, Johanna Bradach, 
was a m em ber o f Branch # 3 5  as was 
her sister M ary (M rs. Donald Easter, 
deceased). A nother sister, A lice, is 
the current secretary o f the organiza­
tion. Recently, two daughters, a 
daughter-in-law , and a num ber o f 
grandchildren have enrolled —  four 
generations.
Submitted by Cora Zuponcic Barr

Br. 39 , Jane Purkart

law , A nnie Purkart (our mom is now 
90 years young!), who thought Jane 
should “get out” on a Sunday after­
noon and enjoy time away from the 
grow ing fam ily. For 17 years she 
w ould ride along with “G randm a” and 
now , Jane drives G randm a to the 
m eetings.

A nother o f Jane’s talents lies in her
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know ledge o f Slovenian baking. She 
learned to make walnut potica and 
apple strudel from  G randm a and now 
shares her skill with her own daughter- 
in-law.

Jane is a petite and sweet person 
with a heart full o f love for all. Many 
an hour she has spent sitting with siek 
or troubled friends and relatives, giv­
ing com fort in her quiet way. She al­
ways has kind rem arks for all and you 
can trust her with any confidences. 
She has beautiful, naturally curley 
brown hair and is always perfectly 
groom ed. She enjoys w alking several 
miles a day and finds tim e to go to 
aerobics classes where she doesn 't 
give a hint as to her 65 years. Don 
retired after 30 years at the Erie M in­
ing Co. Jane has worked for the last 
three years at a local bakery. She 
learned to drive a car five years ago 
at her sister’s insistance, and now 
drives o ff to work while her husband 
stays home! She also enjoys the free­
dom o f  driving to M inneapolis to visit 
her brother and sister and daughter, 
occasionally.

In spite o f the fact that Jane is not 
S lovenian, she is such a thoughtful 
m em ber, generous contributor and 
hard w orker, that the m em bers o f Br.
39 truly honor her as our “M other of 
the Y ear” !

Jean Korsman,
President 

<and sister-in-law .')

Br. 43, Josephine Janezic

believes that clothing is an integral 
part o f  w om an 's personality.

Often Josephine 's concern for 
others is manifested by her volunteer 
work in various capacities. She is al­
ways ready and w illing to do the best 
she can w hether it is in school, organi­
zations, or church activities.

For many years. Josephine had a 
grow ing urge to put together in writing 
the many crisis-filled experiences of 
her past life in Slovenia, Italy and A u­
stralia. A fter many hurdles and frus­
trating obstacles she has produced a 
delightful, very inform ational book 
PE PC A 'S  STRU G G LE, in which she 
describes not only her personal strug­
gles but struggles o f thousands of 
others in sim ilar situations. She gives 
the readers a good insight into the 
many crucial problem s of that period 
o f life. Her book has been well ac­
cepted and highly recognized by vari­
ous critics as a good expose o f struggl­
ing hum anity particularly before, dur­
ing and after W orld W ar II.

"The SW U will always have a spec­

ial place in my heart. My gratitude to 
the mem bers o f Br. 43 for bestowing 
such honor on m e," Josephine said.

C ongratulations, and G od 's bles­
sings, Mother! You so richly deserve 
the M other o f the Year Honor.

Br. 47, Mary Kociancic

room . He retired in 1983.
They have tw o children, A nthony, 

the oldest, graduate o f Holy Name 
High School; he attended John Carroll 
University and has a business degree 
from Dyke College. He is currently 
em ployed as Financial Systems 
Analyst at A m erican G reetings. He is 
married to Gail (K astelic) and they 
have three children. Beth. 18. Todd.
15 and Joe, 12. Beth has been a 
m em ber o f Br. 47 since 1984.

Their daughter, Mary K athryn, at­
tended Beaumont School for G irls, 
graduated from W heeling Jesuit C ol­
lege, 1974, and the University o f 
C hicago H ospitals and Clinics, 1975. 
She currently is a registered respirat­
ory therapist at ClevelancfrClinic as an 
A sthm a Clinical Specialist. She is 
married to Donald Bossard and resides 
in H ighland H ts.. with their daughter, 
Laura, who is also a m em ber of Br. 
47. She also has three stepsons. 
D onald, Robert and, Kevin (deceased) 
and is step grandm other to Maria, 
which m akes Mary a step great grand­
mother!

M other o f the Year. Mary stayed 
at home with her children until her 
son was a senior in high school at 
which tim e she began working as a 
bank teller to supplem ent the family 
incom e. She worked alm ost fifteen 
years, retiring in 1981, enjoying this 
time with co-w orkers and custom ers 
She alw ays went the extra step for her 
custom ers and they appreciated it. Her 
last year o f em ploym ent was done for 

a special surprise: she was able to pre­
sent her son and daughter with new 
pianos at Christm as tim e. This is just 
one exam ple o f her giving, loving na­
ture.

M ary 's hobbies include cooking, 
baking, sew ing and som e crocheting, 
as well as m usic, as m entioned before. 
She plays the organ for enjoym ent, too.

Every Easter and C hristm as, she 
bakes poticas for the family and in­
cludes the priest and nuns o f  St. 
Therese Parish, a tradition which she 
has continued to do for over 30 years. 
She has unselfishly helped with her 
grandchildren, being available usually 
at a m om ent’s notice to baby sit and 
she loves to sew clothing for them .

too. even doll clothes for her little 
granddaughter.

M ary 's m other, Mary Adler Loc- 
niskar. was also one o f the first m em ­
bers o f Br. 47. until her death in 1969. 
Many o f the mem bers cam e to pray 
at her wake and M ary, so impressed 
with this show o f sisterhood, rejoined 
the lodge herself, taking her m other's 
place. Mrs. Pugelj was the secretary 
then, and was happy to welcome Mary 
into Br. 47. This honor, as M other o f 
the Year, com es to Mary now with 
lots of love and appreciation. God 
bless her and her family. And. 
Slovenska Zenska Zveza!

Br. 50, Angie Shine

sioners; St. C lair Pensioners; Club 
Ljubljana of Euclid. She was a 
m em ber o f SWU Br. 25 for 31 years 
before transferring to Br. 50, o f which 
she is now a m em ber for 19 years.

Her sister, Stella Koporc and niece, 
Arlene Lo Conti are also mem bers o f 
our branch. The late Vicky Koporc 
Filetic and Mrs. O toničar were instru­
mental in getting them  into our SW U. 
Angie never misses a meeting and is 
very interested in w hat's going on. 
She officiates at our Election of O ffic­
ers at our m eeting in N ovem ber, for 
many years. She is such a "pro" at 
this, that other organizations have 
called upon her to do this for them.

Angie will be honored with a dinner 
at S terle 's Country House on T hurs­
day, May 14th. at 1 p .m . The restau­
rant is located on East 55th. Ladies -  
please mark your calendars so that we 
can have a nice turn out.

G od 's blessings on you, Angie for 
many years. "G ood health, peace and
happiness too ." A nn J . Tercek

Br. 55, M aria Selak

the language fluently.
M aria and August J. Selak were 

married in 1975; they are childhood 
sw eetherts. He is the son o f Stanley 
and Jennie Selak (also a member) and 
were married by the bride 's uncle. 
Rev. V ladim ir Kozina, who had also 
married her parents 26 years before.

Maria and August have three chil­
dren, Andrea M aria, born May 17, 
1978, Mark A ugust, born O ct. 7. 1982 
and M onica A nn, born Oct. 12, 1984. 
They are all m em bers, and oftentim es 
subm it their artwork to ZARJA for the 
Junior Page. (We proudly include tlieir 
own words about their mom with this 
tribute!)

The m eetings o f Br. 55 are attended 
by this family who all participate in
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1 MARIA’S THREE CHILDREN HAVE WRITTEN SOMETHING ABOUT THEIR MOM

Monica, age 7
My mother is special to me because she takes me to 

dance class and to gymnastics. She takes me shopping, 
and she bought me a jacket yesterday. Mom makes the best 
food  in the world. My favorite food  that she makes is beef 
stroganof. She reads me a story every night. Mom sews 
very well. She made me a dress and shorts. Thank you 
mom, fo r  everything.

Mark, age 9
My mother is very special to me because she does all 

the work in our home. M y mother is also a den mother. 
(A den mother is someone who is in charge o f  a den.) My 
mother is a good supporter when it comes to gymnastics. 
My mother helps me with my homework and with how I 
eat. I think my mother is the best person in the world.

M O TH ER S

M others are very kind,
T hat’s som ething to keep in m ind,
I think m others are very nice.

Andrea, age 13
/  truly don’t know what 1 would do without my mother. 

As I  now reflect on everything that she does fo r  me, I  am 
beginning to realize that she is part o f  everything I  do.

Mom is constantly taking me places, like basketball 
games, piano and gymnastics lessons, and the mall. A l­
though we all joke about “M om’s Taxi Service”, I  really 
do appreciate it.

I can always depend on Mom to be there when /  need 
her. No matter what she is doing, she will not hesitate to 
put everything down and listen to the trials and tribulations 
o f her teenager.

Mom, what I  would like to tell you is, in my opinion, 
best put into words in Bette M idler’s song. “The Wind 
Beneath My W ings.”

“Did you ever know that you’re my hero?
You're everything I would like to be.
I  can f ly  higher than an eagle,
But you are the wind beneath my wings...
ThankG odforyou, the wind beneath my wings."

in i im imnumttnn inn in i inmitHimmmntmminiim

various offices. They like to Keep the 
meetings simple, short and fun, to 
keep it enjoyable.

They include some sim ple sayings 
in Slovenian, praying and singing, 
too. Just recently, they had a success­
ful fund raiser at the city festival, a 
Pie-o-rama!

In M aria’s ow n words: The greatest 
inspiration in my life has been my 
m other, M ilka K regar, who made a 
very warm and loving home for us 4 
girls and "O čka” , my father. In spite 
o f many hardships, financial difficul­
ties, she sacrificed much so that we 
all attended 12 grades o f Catholic 
school. Having very few possessions, 
not know ing the English language, nor 
the custom s o f this country, M am a 
and Očka built a fine hom e, w ith flow ­
ers and a nice garden. They both pas­
sed on many Slovenian traditions, 
songs and language, which I have tried 
to pass on to my children. My fondest 
m em ories are o f the sim ple life, the 
singing and dancing, w hich we en ­
joyed at home and at various Slove­
nian events.

“This is a very special honor; my 
m other experienced the same in 1990 
and my m other-in-law  in 1983. Each 
one o f our m em bers w ould make a 
very w orthy candidate, and I thank 
them for allow ing me the opportunity 
of carrying on the tradition this year. 
H vala lepa!

W ith these w ords, we can only add: 
Vse najboljše za m aterinski dan -

Br. 73, Josephine Novak

John also has a daughter. M any years 
ago John was the recipient o f  a $100 
scholarship from SW U , to which 
Josephine rem arked, “A t that tim e, 
that was a lot o f money.

Besides being our M other o f the 
Y ear, Josephine was also chosen as 
the 1992 Q ueen o f  her senior center. 
W e congratulate you, Jo , on both hon­
ors! Though many miles separate us, 
you are truly loved by m em bers of 
Branch No. 73. God bless you and 
keep you in good health!

E.M ., Reporter

Br. 79, A ntonette Kitna

and educate them selves well.
Som e o f T on i’s hobbies include 

spending tim e with her fam ily. She 
especially enjoys making Klobase 
sausage, in keeping with fam ily trad­
ition. The Klobase sausage recipe (al­
beit adapted to taste) has been handed 
down from  T on i’s husband R obert’s 
m aternal great-grandfather. Robert 
even sm okes the sausage h im self in 
his own small sm oke-house. Toni and 
Bob also m ake a mean H orseradish, 
Sauerkraut and Salam i. Believe me 
when I tell you, the stu ff you buy in 
the stores pales in com parison.

T oni is an avid U niversity o f 
W ashington Husky Football fan. She 
and her husband regularly attend 
Husky hom e gam es and som e road 
gam es. Toni also enjoys bow ling and 
dancing. Toni and Bob are m em bers

o f the E lk ’s and the K nights o f  C olum ­
bus.

In A ugust o f 1990, Toni and Bob 
celebrated their S ilver W edding A n­
niversary. To celebrate the occasion, 
their sons threw  them  an anniversary 
party in Seattle, com plete with dinner, 
cocktails, dancing and a m usical skit 
perform ed by fam ily and friends. This 
skit creatively portrayed their early 
years together to the present. As part 
o f the festivities, Toni and Bob were 
treated to a traditional Slovenian ac­
cordion ensem ble. I should note that 
the Slovenian W om en’s U nion N a­
tional President was in attendance at 
this celebration.

Toni and her fam ily are m em bers 
o f St. B arbara 's Catholic Church in 
Black D iam ond, W ashington. Toni is 
well known for her generosity. She is 
a tireless contributor to many charita­
ble organizations in W ashington. Toni 
annually seeks donations in her neigh­
borhood for the M arch o f D imes and 
the A m erican Heart Association.

Toni is a 21 year m em ber o f Br. 79 
and when she was first notified o f the 
honor to be bestowed on her she was 
surprised. I assure you, the authors o f 
this letter were not the least bit sur­
prised! W henever we need her, she is 
alw ays there. W ay to go Mom!!

The members say it is always a p le­
asure to have her and her husband 
attend their social functions — they 
are beautiful dancers!

(Submitted by
Mark and Martin Kitna)
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“My favorite time of the year is May! . .. ”

W hen one returns home after attending our annual 
S .W .U . Board o f D irectors M eeting, many thoughts run 
through one’s mind. The cooperation and effectiveness a 
“team ” working together for the preservation o f the S .W .U . 
o f A m erica was most gratifying. O ur Board mem bers take 
their w ork seriously; each putting forth their effort and 
ability beyond all expectations.

W e are all aware that most businesses and organiza­
tions, as well as our own personal finances have been 
dw indling; therefore our financial outlook was a topic dis­
cussed at length. The Board decided to have branches pay 
Board m em bers’ travel expenses when they speak at Reg­
ional Conventions. N on-m em bers w ishing to subscribe to 
ZARJA will be billed $15.00 per year. We were appalled 
to hear o f the great num ber o f changes in address that 
ZARJA receives m onthly. To save on costs, please inform 
your branch secretary im mediately o f a change in address. 
BE SURE TO GIV E YOUR OLD ADDRESS AND YOUR 
NEW  A DD RESS. Each m agazine returned costs additional 
postage, a needless expense to our organization.

C an’t believe our N ational Convention guidelines are 
prepared three years in advance, thanks to Irene O dorizzi. 
You are to be com m ended for the terrific job  done in 
com piling the Convention Suggestions. W e will also write 
some additions to the Job Descriptions w hich need clarifi­
cation.

W om en’s A ctivities D irector, Fran M orison has some 
exciting projects planned. W e’re hoping to have a S .W .U . 
gathering (m ini-convention) in Las Vegas scheduled for 
February 1993. Y ou’ll be hearing from Fran via the ZARJA 
magazine as plans progress. W ouldn’t this be a great break 
during the w inter months? Start planning now!

Touring the C roatian Franciscan Press, publisher o f 
ZARJA and other publications was most informative and 
enjoyable. Fr. Paul M aslach, Custos o f the C roatian Fran­
ciscans treated us royally along with our beloved Editor, 
Corinne and the m anager, Prince M anjooran, em ployees 
at the printers. A delicious luncheon was served with an 
endless variety o f desserts to please everyone. Fr. Paul 
recently celebrated his 30th A nniversary o f the priesthood 
and we were fortunate to enjoy a beautifully decorated and 
delicious cake in his honor. May God continue to grant 
you many blessings, Fr. Paul. W e were honored to meet 
Fr. Anthony Petrusic, President o f the Croatian Catholic 
Union from H obart, Indiana who stopped by to greet us.

W e discussed our financial concerns with Fr. Paul 
and a decision to cut back on the num ber o f pages o f each

ZARJA to 32 was m ade, exceptions being the M other/ 
W oman o f the Y ear issue in M ay and the N ational C onven­
tion issue. O ur m eeting closed with prayer in the beautiful 
chapel.

C ongratulations to all o f o u rS .W .U . M others/W om en 
o f the Y ear who will be honored by our branch members 
during the month o f M ay. Let us continue this tradition 
by selecting an individual worthy o f this honor. W hen 
writing the story o f the M other/W om an o f the Y ear, it 
would be interesting to report how many mem bers o f their 
family are S . W . U . m em bers. Are they active or passive?

My favorite month o f the year is M ay, the re-aw aken­
ing o f our M other the earth. I can hardly wait to dig and 
delve into some nice clean dirt! This beautiful month of 
May is dedicated to our Blessed M other and a special time 
to honor all o f our m others, both living and deceased on 
M other’s Day. M ake an effort to spend some quality time 
with our m others who are still with us. It is these precious 
moments o f giving o f ourselves that really matters.

W e’re anxiously awaiting the new "Pots and Pans” 
cookbooks to arrive. M any inquiries abound; please be 
patient.

To our First Holy C om m unicants, may God continue 
to bless you on your special day and may you rejoice in 
the Lord alw ays. To our Confirm ands, may the Holy Spirit 
guide and protect you in your Christian journey in faith. 
And to our G raduates, rem em ber God is there beside you; 
he will help you along the rough and som etimes harsh 
realities o f life. M ay God Love You!

Victoria “Tory” Bobence
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Irene M. Odorizzi,
Heritage Director:

HISTORY OF S.W.U. BRANCHES

Looking Back

to the Future
In the preface to the next branch history let me describe briefly how this project began and the people 

involved in this very dem anding project.
One o f the historical trends in the latter part o f this century has been to em phasize the contribution 

o f the im m igrants to the U .S. and to record for posterity their significance in the building o f our nation. 
There are many aspects o f im m igrant life in A m erica and one of the m ost im portant was the significance 
o f the fraternal organization in the life o f the im migrants.

Fratem alism  was a necessary and im portant aspect o f the im m igrant’s early life in A m erica. It was 
a support system  that assisted the im m igrant in gaining citizenship, learning the language, adjusting to the 
A m erican culture, helping him in unforeseen difficulties such as sickness and death and lastly, the fraternal 
organization was a social instrum ent for im m igrants with a com m on background and interests. It also 
becam e a vital link with the hom eland through the ethnic new spaper o r magazine.

D uring these early years, history was being made within the ethnic circles and the Slovenian W om en’s 
Union was no exception. O ver one hundred SW U branches are proof o f this fact and after their formation 
they acheived the goals o f a fraternal society.

Presently, fraternal organizations are being studied by researchers from many points o f view and we 
cannot underestim ate the value and im portance o f their future studies. That is one of the reasons why it 
is necessary to docum ent our history before the sources o f inform ation are no longer available. Some 
branches in the SWU have no record at all o f the early years and have no one in the branch that can recall 
any o f the circum stances surrounding those formative years. T heir history is probably restricted to the last 
20 -30  years although the SWU was organized 65 years ago. Branches that can still record the early years 
must do so without hesitation.

M any years ago, I conceived the idea o f recording the history o f the Slovenian W om en’s Union and 
this idea was supported by the efforts o f m em bers who researched the past and subm itted information and 
photos, usually belonging to the historians, that were available. This was a big project and undertaken by 
only a few historians o f each branch. They are to be com m ended for their dedication.

A fter receiving the inform ation from the branch historians, I began the process o f editing, branch by 
branch, all material subm itted. The inform ation was then prepared, typed and along with the photos, the 
article was subm itted to the ZA RJA . It was anticipated that every month another branch would be featured, 
how ever, at the recent 1992 SW U Board M eeting it was decided to reduce the num ber o f ZARJA pages 
per issue making the future feasibility o f this aim , unrealistic.

W hen C orinne, the ZARJA Editor, receives the article, she begins the ultim ate job  of researching in 
her many early volum es o f ZA R JA , additional old photos, and relevant information that can be used to 
com plete the form ative years o f the branch. In her forty years as editor o f the ZA RJA , Corinne has also 
collected a wealth of personal inform ation about people and events and draw s upon this know ledge for 
each branch article. She agrees with me that in some cases, the early pioneers have been om itted from 
the inform ation sent by the historians and that is why she has graciously accepted the challenge to elaborate 
on the past.

As you read these histories, keep in mind that many people have cooperated to achieve the final 
product. If your branch has not been featured so far and the inform ation sent can be elaborated upon, 
please send additional inform ation. Any ZARJA  reader that wishes to participate in this project and has 
a photo or personal story about an event or a relative’s place in the organization from 1928-50, please do 
not hesitate to send the information to the Heritage Director.
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Br. #16, South Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Agnes M ahovlich organized Branch # 1 6  in 

South C hicago, Illinois in 1928, at the home o f Mrs. Agnes 
Zupančič C herne. It was one o f the earliest branches of 
the Slovenska Zenska Zveza or the Slovenian W om en's 
U nion, the American translation o f  the organization 's 
name.

The charter mem bers were:
Agnes Cherne 
Angela Gorenc 
Hannah Kocka 
Mary M iklaucic 
Mary Novak 
Anna Rodish 
Josephine Sam otorchen 
Barbara Simcich 
A ngela Sintich 
A nna M akovec 
Katie Triller 
Helen Vuksinich 
A ntonia Yake 
A melia Zee 

The first officers were recorded as:
President. Agnes Zupančič Cherne 
Secretary. Josephine Sam otorchen 

The m eetings were held in the afternoon at the m em bers' 
homes but later the location was changed to St. George 
Hall and the m eetings were held in the evening.

Agnes M ahovlich, 
Convention Queen in 1939

Katie Triller, 
one o f our earliest National Officers

A M E R IŠ K E
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S.W.U. HISTORY
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N ATIO NA L BOARD M EM BERS
The following m em bers were elected through the 

years to serve on the National Board:

Anna M otz, Treasurer
M iss Katie T riller, A uditor
G ladys K. Buck. Educational Com m ittee

Authored the FASHION article in ZARJA 
Zora Y urkas, Youth & Recreation Board 
Anne Lustig. Illinois-Indiana State President

C U R R E N T  O FFIC ER S
President. Edna W inters 
Vice President. Mary Rago 
Secretary. G ladys K. Buck 
Treasurer. Edna W inters 
Recording Secretary. Vida Kumse 
A uditors. Sylvia Spretnjak

A nna M otz, 
National Treasurer in 1932
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S.W.U. HISTORY

The Cadets in front o f St. George Church in the uniforms (formerly from Br. 20) which they wore until they
were able to buy new ones.

CAD ETS
The Cadets were organized by Miss Katie T riller in 

1942 and were active till 1945. The instructor was Miss 
G aspodaric. Cadet m em bers were:

Mary Therese Bayuk Rose Kure
Jennie Bakse Josephine Pasdertz
Josephine Bakse M ary Jayne Petrie
Jean Bencsics G race Slobodnik
M argaret Bencsics Therese Slobodnik
M athilda Dom inikovich G loria T riller
Pauline Kete Pauline Spretnjak
Dolores K osich Phyllis V idovich
M arge Ogrinc O lga Yaki
Dorothy Porento

The Cadets participateu in a variety o f activities in­
cluding the 1943 SW U Convention in Pittsburgh, Zveza 
Day in Lem ont, N eighborhood Flag Dedications, M em o­
rial Services during W W  11 and Cadet weddings.

Their first uniform s were white and given to the 
Cadets by Branch # 2 0  after their Cadets had purchased 
new green and gold uniform s. They wore these until they 
were able to purchase their own new uniforms in a beautiful 
royal blue.

On Jan. 24, 1943, the Cadets sponsored a Dedication 
Banquet in St. George Church Hall. It was a celebration 
which included the blessing o f flag and uniforms. Presen­
tation o f the Chevrons to the Cadets was made by Albina 
Novak, National O fficer and Editor o f the Zarja.

CADET C H O RAL GROUP
The Cadet Choral G roup was in existence from 1943- 

45 and was directed by Lom e Brezovec Richtar. About 
20 m em bers participated in this Choral group. They re­
hearsed at the Calum et Park Field house in the evening. 
The selections chosen were in Slovenian and in English. 
The girls also perform ed at Neighborhood Flag Dedications 
and The M em orials during W W  II.

Cadets in their lovely new uniforms for their Flag Dedication, 1944.
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S.W.U. H ISTORY
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Three Br. 16 Cadets pose in front of the Roosevelt Hotel 
in Pittsburgh for the SWU Convention in May, 1943, left 
to right: Mary Kralj Rago, Gladys K. Buck and Pauline 
Spretnjak Druga (now deceased).

In 1944, an operetta entitled, “Love Pirates, o f 
H aw aii,” was perform ed by the cadets at the C alum et Park 
Fieldhouse under the direction o f Miss G aspodaric.

KITC H EN  BAND
The K itchen Band was organized specifically to per­

form at the 50th A nniversary o f Branch # 1 6  on Sunday, 
April 30, 1978. The Instructor was T ina M artin, the pianist, 
Jean Franko and the accordionist was Joe Franko. There

were about 16 m em bers, aged 50s and 60s, who partici­
pated in the activity. Rehearsals were held at St. George 
Church Hall and the Calum et Park Fieldhouse in the even­
ing. The group was attired in Slovenian costum es and the 
instrum ents were kitchen w are, used creatively, to produce 
the sound needed for this unusual band. It was surely a hit!

BOW LING
In the early 1940s, Zora Y urkas organized several 

bow ling team s and entered them in the M idwest Bowling 
Tournam ents. One of these team s, the South C hicago Aces, 
won the cham pionship in 1943 in M ilw aukee, W isconsin.

In the 1980s, the Krai Fam ily Bowlers, namely 
Andrea K rai, M ary Krai Rago, D olores Krai Franko, C hris­
tine Krai Tom asic and Beki Krai participated in the M id­
west Bowling Tournam ents.

One o f the most enjoyable groups organized by Br. 16 was their Kitchen Band that performed for many 
occasions in and around So. Chicago. 1st row, from  left: Stephie Golob, Gladys Buck, Marge Prebil, Anne Lustig; 2nd 
row: Mary Stone, Tina Martin, Frances Konar, Jean Franko, Mary Brebrick and Phyllis Perko; 3rd row: Edna Triller 
Winter, Elsie Starcevich, Emma Kralj, Violet Somin, Anne Ksiazek, Helen Pastirik, and Joe Franko, Accordionist.
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This Christmas Party was held on Dec. 1, 1957 and arranged by Elsie Starcevich. Santa Claus sits in the middle 
of the Junior members.

CH R ISTM AS PARTIES
During the 1950s and 1960s, beautiful Christm as par­

ties were planned and arranged for the Juvenile mem bers 
by Elsie Starcevich and Anne Lustig. Due to the declining 
attendance at the parties, they are no longer held, but the 
branch choses to rem em ber each jun ior m em ber up to the 
age of 12 with a gift each Christm as.

Adult Christm as parties, how ever, are held annually 
with many mem bers in attendance.

A NN IVER SAR Y  C ELEBR A TIO N S
Branch # 1 6  took the occasion to celebrate many an­

niversaries with a banquet and program . The first three 
were held at St. George Church Hall and the last three at 
the Rupcich R estaurant, the Villa Cosenza and the Crow 
Bar Restaurant. We rem em ber the 20th on Jan. 25, 1948, 
the 25th on Feb. 15, 1953, the 30th on Feb. 16, 1958,

the 45th on Feb. 25, 1973, the 50th on Apr. 30, 1978 and 
the 60th on Dec. 15, 1988.

All the Anniversary celebrations were preceded by a 
High Mass at St. George Church with the exception of the 
60th celebration which was held in conjunction with the 
Christm as Party.

M OTH ER OF THE YEAR
The M other o f the Y ear event is always a well-at- 

tended affair com m encing with the crow ning of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary at St. G eorge 's Church followed by the pre­
vious M other o f the Y ear crow ning the current M other. A 
dinner is served followed by a short program. This affair 
is alw ays held at St. G eorge Church Hall.

History of Br. 16 will be continued in the next issue.

45th Anniversary was celebrated on Feb. 25, 1973 at an auspicious banquet attended by many members and 
these officers, seated at the head table: left to right: Fr. Thadeus Trpin (deceased), Anne Lustig, State President; 
Gladys Buck, Secretary-Treasurer; Alvina Sreboth; Fr. Jerome Sellak (deceased); Jean Triller Bukvich President, 
(deceased), Mrs. Katie Triller, Charter Member (deceased).
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V IC E  P R E S I D E N T S  M E S S A G E Beverly Jackson

I just returned home from the Board of Directors 
M eeting in Joliet, IL and to say I had an exciting, challeng­
ing and “fun” tim e is an understatem ent. Exciting was 
seeing all the snow and the beautiful city o f  C hicago for
3 days (tem p. 32°). Challenging was the three day m eeting 
at the Home O ffice in Joliet and fun was going to the 
Bowling Alley to cheer on our “ team ” o f Br. 20 bowlers 
and going to the m arvelous Pot Luck dinner sponsored by 
the branch at St. Joseph’s hall. To say this job  o f Vice 
president is diversified is so true! One m inute I ’m arriving 
by limo to make m ajor decisions for the betterm ent o f 
SW U and the next m inute I ’m making gravy in O lga’s 
kitchen for about 30 dinner guests! Such responsibility! 
And, I love it all!

1 believe the m osi interesting and enjoyable day o f 
all was our trip to the C roatian Franciscan Press in Chicago 
to see our ow n ZA R JA  com ing o ff the press! It was excit­
ing! ... the w onderful lunch we shared together w ith our 
hosts, Fr. Paul M aslach, and his delightful staff and of 
course, C orinne, for giving us all this unforgettable day. 
It was an extra treat to m eet Fr. A nthony Petrusic, president 
o f the C roatian Catholic Union there. My prayers and 
thanks to all the Board m em bers for your encouragem ent 
and the additional enthusiasm  you provided me.

God bless! and am looking forward to our next m eet­
ing and hoping to apply new ideas from this m eeting. 
Positive thoughts result in positive results!

I : „

MEMBERSHIP DSlVE
I T N “FAMILIES”

W e just com pleted Phase I o f the current M em bership 
Drive! It means that now , as o f April 1st, we begin another, 
second phase. W e finished with 140 new m em bers. Suc­
cess? Yes!

But now , for Phase II, w e’ll change the motto a little
-  instead of SU CCESS W ITH U N IT Y ! W e are thinking:

SLO V EN IA NS! W E ’RE UNITED!

The Board o f  D irectors met in March to set goals and 
directions for this cam paign. W hat better tim e than now 
to show your pride in your heritage, a tim e when Slovenia 
is very much in the minds o f everyone!

O ur future depends on new m em bers and you can do 
this. There are many o f you whose family m em bers do n ’t 
belong to SW U. If you enjoy m eeting with o‘her m em bers, 
celebrating events, learning more about your culture, re­
ceiving an interesting and inform ative m agazine like 
ZA RJA , and being part o f the SW U fam ily, then bring in 
your family!

Your branch can be the one with the most new m em ­
bers. You can be the person who brings in the most new 
mem bers. W e all win with this success but one m em ber, 
the top w orker, will be the one w ho will receive a special 
top prize for this phase II only:

A handm ade doll 
in the Slovenian C ostum e 
made by Beverly Jackson!

FROM THE HOME OFFICE:

The M ay 1991 National convention decree o f Special 
A ssessm ent was observed by the follow ing branches 
during M arch:

2, C hicago, IL $317.00
6, Barberton, OH 31.00

10, C leveland, OH 195.00
26, P ittsburgh, PA 50.00
39, Biw abik, MN (prev $44.00) 3.00
59, Burgettstow n, PA (prev $20) 7 .00
64, Kansas C ity, KS 13.00
66, Canon C ity, CO 35.00
71, Strabane, PA 74.00
83, C rosby, MN 4.00
92, Crested Butte, CO 20.00

100, Fontana, CA 18.00
101, Bedford H eights, OH 21.00
105, D etroit, MI 52.00

Total $840.00

N O TE: Ten branches still owe the Special A ssessm ent as 
o f  A pril I . Said  assessm ent was due the 1st o f  January.

Share this pride and enjoym ent. Prove it’s true th a t ... SLO V EN IA NS! W E ’RE UNITED!
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N O . 1, SH E B O Y G A N , WI

O ur next m eeting will be our 
M other’s Day M ass and Breakfast. 
The M ass is Sunday, M ay 18th at 8:30 
a .m . and breakfast will follow in the 
church hall. Hope to see all o f you 
there.

O ur church, Sts. Cyril and 
M ethodius, will have the parish picnic 
in July. The Slovenian W om en’s 
U nion, Br. 1, will chair the Slovenian 
booth. W e will need the cooperation 
o f everyone to make this a success.

M ary U dovich is back in 
Sheboygan after surgery in M il­
waukee. She is at G reendale Nursing 
Home. Speedy recovery to Louise 
Ribich.

Now the w eather is w arm er and 
sunny -  spring! L e t’s make a special 
effort to go and visit with our mem bers 
in the nursing hom es around the area.

Happy • M other’s Day -  Happy 
Spring!

DOROTHY BREZONIK

N O . 2, C H IC A G O , IL

W e celebrated our M arch meeting 
with our annual “St.Joseph T able” -  
the chairpersons: Kay Turner and Fran 
M orison with the help o f their com m it­
tee did an excellent job , Ray decorat­
ing, Josie and Helen with their beau­
tiful placem ats and favors. A lso, the 
Josephines and Josephs received beau­
tiful red carnations, and many of our 
mem bers were dressed in red. Fran 
read a story regarding St. Joseph. We 
had a short m eeting. Points o f interest:

1. Picnic -  Lem ont -  July 19. -  
We need raffle prizes. L et's all get 
together and have a good tim e, re­
m em ber, lots o f good food, great 
m usic, dancing, gam es and many sur­
prises...

2. C heer Basket -  Please try to 
help the needy.

3. June 6 -  S t. Stephen’s 1st A n­
nual Sum m erfest -  Lots o f goodies. 
Keep the date open and join your 
friends.

4. W e wish our scholarship appli­
cants good luck.

O ur social part o f the m eeting -  
Father Kalist blessed the food and 
what food we had; the tables were

loaded with all those delicious hom e­
m ade item s, our menu was endless. 
Thanks to everyone. W e all had a nice 
time.

W e were glad to hear that Anna 
G aber is out o f  the hospital, back 
home and doing well. It will be great 
to have her at the m eetings again. 
M arie O vnik spent a week in Slovenija 
visiting relatives. She said that things 
are getting better, she had a very good 
tim e. M illie Paisoli will also be vaca­
tioning in Slovenija. Lucky ladies. It 
is such a beautiful little country, hope 
you all will be able to go som eday 
soon.

Please say a special prayer for 
Father Fortunat, he is very ill.

C ongratulations to the Sisters o f St. 
S tephen’s on another successful 
school year, and good luck to the 
graduates.

The A ltar Society wishes to than! 
everyone w ho attended their B u n a  
Party, it was a success and reall; 
helped St. S tephen’s.

W e lost another long standing 
m em ber, Sophie Petrovič; our condo 
lence to her daughters Frances ani 
M argaret. A lso, condolences to the 
Frank (Lefty) Zibert fam ily, to his 
w ife, G erry, m other, Frances Zibert 
and sisters D orothy, Frances, Theresa 
and brother, Edward. Please re­
m em ber them  in your prayers.

BARAGA Days will be celebrated 
over the Labor Day w eek-end Sept. 
5-6-7 M arquette, M ichigan. If in­
terested please contact Irene Kalina. 
A lso keep in m ind, Baraga M ass at 
Lem ont last Saturday o f the month 
5:30 p.m .

Happy M other’s Day to all our 
mem bers and special day for our Sha­
ron N adziunas who we are honoring 
this year. She is also a very special 
lady. Tony and Josie Squok spent 6 
weeks in Florida -  V isited with M ar­
gie K ochevar who is very ill, a friend 
o f many of our m em bers o f Br. 2.

Hope that many o f the members 
were able to  see Mary Foys’ doll col­
lection which was on display at the 
Heritage museum in Joliet. Proceeds 
were to benefit S .W .U . Heritage.

The Holy Trinity Croatian Church 
will be having a picnic in Lemont on 
June 7. Lam b roast, music and fun.

A great big “Happy Father’s D ay” 
to all the D ad’s in June! You men

really deserve a special day -  hope it 
is w hat you waited for.

Dates to rem em ber in June:
11th -  S .W .U . M ass for the ailing 

M em bers; M eeting 7:00 p.m .
14th -  Flag Day 
21st -  Father/Son Breakfast 
Keep in touch w ith one another by 

phone or m ail. And rem em ber, “A 
warm smile is universal in any lan­
guage.”

Have a great sum m er.
Love,

DAISY

N O . 3, PU E B LO , CO

Prior to our m eeting February 5, 
refreshm ents were served to twenty 
m em bers. H ostesses were Rose 
Zupančič, Agnes C var and Mary 
Hochevar.

New officers were installed by 
M ary D robnick, outgoing vice-presi- 
dent. As reported before, newly 
elected officers for 1992 are as fol­
lows: Mary T ekavac, President,
Josephine Poder, V ice-President, Fr­
ances Sim onich, Secretary-Treasurer, 
and A ngela M eglen, Recording Sec­
retary .

Mary Tekavec, President, called 
the m eeting to order. Reports were 
given and approved.

Josephine Poder will make calls to 
mem bers when they are to bring the 
m ystery gift. It was felt that all m em ­
bers should be involved in this as it 
helps to bring money into our treasury .

A deline K ochevar was reported to 
be on our sick list. A lso Jennie 
Lukanic and Frances Raspet are still 
ill. Frances Kolbezen is recuperating 
at home as is Frank Prijatel, husband 
o f A nn, who faithfully attended m eet­
ings until she was no longer able to. 
We extend get well wishes to all of 
the above as well as any others who 
might be ill.

Prayers were said for our deceased 
m em ber, Catherine Patrick.

The m ystery gift for the month was 
donated by Jennie M ishm ash and was 
won by M ary Yanks.

W hen Jeffrey Alan A lire, son o f 
Scott and Bonnie A lire, was born he 
made many people beam with joy . He 
is the grandson o f Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Zupančič J r ., great grandson of Mr.
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and M rs. Louis Zupančič S r., and 
great, great grandson o f Mary 
Kochevar, our 96 year old mem ber. 
C ongratulations to all!

C ongratulations are in order for 
Andrea and Bob D eGarbo on the birth 
o f daughter, Francesca. Francesca is 
the graddaughter o f M arie M utz and 
great graddaughter o f Katherine 
Ruper, who will be 94 in Septem ber.

As som e o f our mem bers are active 
in the V isitation M inistry at St. M ary’s 
C hurch, it is only fitting to bring out 
what a wonderful job  our M inistry is 
doing by keeping in touch with those 
who are hom ebound and in nursing 
hom es. There will be an article in the 
Chronicle about us. W e ask that 
people keep us inform ed about those 
who are ill.

W e have been blessed with such 
good w eather in March whille our 
neighbors to the north were digging 
out from a blizzard that stranded hun­
dreds o f people and our airport bulged 
with storm -blocked travelers.

O ur m eeting was held after we all 
indulged in the delicious soup that is 
being served by the ladies o f the Parish 
after the 12 o ’clock mass every 
W ednesday during lent.

Prior to the m eeting, refreshm ents 
were served to tw enty-tw o ladies by 
Mary (M itzi) D robnick with the help 
o f Jennie M ishm ash.

Mary Tekavec, President, opened 
the m eeting with prayers. Reports 
were given and approved. G uests, 
Johnna M argison and Elsie A nzlovar 
were introduced. D elores Klun and Fr­
ances were reported to be on the sick 
list. The m ystery prize, donated by 
Rose Zupančič, was won by Jennie 
M ishmash. A fter the m eeting, "B " 
was played.

Among those w ho have been ill is 
Lorraine Pechnik. She is doing real 
well now and has retired. HAPPY R E­
TIR EM EN T, Lorraine! Stanley Jer­
šin, husband o f our m em ber. R ose, is 
recuperating from surgery he had re­
cently. Anne Spelich, form er presi­
dent, hasn’t been feeling well and is 
now in V irginia visiting with her son 
and family.

On a happy note, congratulations 
are in order for Diane and Donald 
Pritekel on the birth of daughter, Julie 
Ann, w ho is the granddaughter o f 
Nadine and Henry Pritekel.

Valerie and Charles M arvel were 
out here visiting with the fam ily. V al­
erie is sister o f Henry and Joe Pritekel 
and Mary Y anks. The visit was very

timely for they did get to see the new 
arrival, Julie Ann.

O ur sym pathy goes out to the family 
o f M arie W illiam s who passed away 
March 19.

Bingo gam es are held in St. M ary’s 
Hall tw ice m onthly. This is a pleasant 
way to spend Sunday afternoon and 
all are w elcom e. Dates o f gam es are 
published in the Bells.

D on’t forget, our m eetings are held 
the first W ednesday of every month 
at 1 p .m . in the Parish hall.

Happy M other’s Day!
PA ULIN E PAUCHICK

N o. 5 , IN D IA N A PO L IS, IN

MAY IS HERE 
AND IN INDIANAPOLIS 
THAT MEANS THE 500!

O ur M ay m eeting is scheduled for 
TH U R SD A Y , M AY 14th at 11:00
a.m . at the Slovenian N ational Home. 
W e are having a social/business m eet­
ing, so please plan to attend and bring 
a covered dish. You might even con­
sider bringing a new m em ber. A ppli­
cations will be available.

In com m em oration o f M other’s 
Day, we will be honoring our M others 
o f the Y ear, FRANCES LA M BER T, 
ANNE LEKSE and FRANCES YO- 
V AN OV ICH. They have helped to 
build our Branch through their con­
tinued involvem ent, dedication and 
support. They have carried and passed 
on their Slovenian Heritage instilling 
it in others. W e are proud to be hon­
oring them not only as M others, but 
as exam ples for us all.

W e have four m em bers w ho have 
reached a m ilestone within the Slove­
nian W om en’s U nion. They are our 
50 year m em bers. This is an achieve­
ment that cannot go unrecognized. 
Therefore, we will also be honoring 
these women at our M ay meeting.

Do not forget that Sophie Turk is 
in charge o f sales for the new cook­
books. Contact her for details.

W e look forward to seeing you all 
the m eeting on May 14th.

Respectfully subm itted,
BARBARA MOHR

N O . 10, C LE V EL A N D , OH

First o f all, a sad note! O ur presi­
dent, Dorothy Zagar, has died. She 
was buried April 1st. W e are very 
sorry and will m iss her. O ur deepest 
sym pathy to the family.

T r ib u te  to  D o ro th y  Z a g a r

The Slovenian W om en’s Union 
Branch 10 would like to send condo­
lences to the fam ily o f Dorothy Zagar, 
our late president and to her dear 
friend, Lucille Romik.

Dorothy was our president for over 
a year, and she kept our group to ­
gether. She will be missed.

She died on M arch 28th at 
Richm ond H ts., Hospital. Fr. John 
K um se, pastor o f St. M ary’s had the 
mass o f Christian burial on April 1st. 
W e thank all our ladies and friends 
who visited the funeral hom e, at­
tended mass and accom panied her to 
her final resting place, Calvary 
Cem etery. M ay she rest in peace.

A.S. for the Members 
of Branch 10

On M arch 18th, the m eeting was 
called to order by D orothy, her last 
tim e am ong us. She led the prayers 
for our sick and deceased m em bers. 
18 m em bers were present. We have 
over 200 m em bers in the branch and 
it was a pleasure to have selected from 
them , our 1992 M other o f the Y ear, 
Theresa Ferraccioli. On M ay 20th we 
will have a dinner to honor her. R eser­
vations m ust be made in advance and 
guests are w elcom e. Call 531-7635 . 
It will be at the Slovenian Hom e on 
H olm es Ave. at 1 p .m ., first floor. 
Please try to attend.

On M arch 24th we went to visit our 
m em ber, M ary K om idar w ho celeb­
rated her 104th birthday. She is our 
oldest m em ber. Faye M orro and Joyce 
LeNassi baked a cake and several o f 
her friends at the Slovenian Home for 
the Aged on N eff Rd. helped to cele­
brate with us. It was a very enjoyable 
afternoon.

On the sick list is V ickie Pianecki, 
who had surgery.

O ur condolences to the fam ilies o f 
M arian Rolf, Frances Leskovec, 
Josephine Jackos. To Elsie Zeletel, we 
send our deepest sym pathy on the loss 
o f her m other, Jennie Batich, who was 
a long-tim e m em ber. She will be 
missed.

Please let us know if you have a 
change of address o f beneficiary. 
A lso, keep a list o f  all the lodges and 
organizations you belong to with 
names and telephones as to who to 
notify. W e d o n ’t get to pay our re­
spects to our m em bers if we are not 
notified in time.

Dues for 1992 is past due. Please 
pay as soon as possible if you are iri
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arrears. A lso, an extra dollar per year 
is to be collected for increased SWU 
expenses and sent in to the Home O f­
fice.

O ur new secretary is Theresa Dagg, 
15611 Saranac R d., C leveland, OH 
44110. Happy M other’s Day to all.

ANN STEFANČIČ

NO . 12, M ILW A U K EE, WI

After a nice lunch we sang Happy 
Birthday to Kathy and she was our 
only celebrant this month. We had our 
meeting and it was nice to see Tillie 
Russ with us as she spent time in the 
hospital. She said she feels fine and 
she looks great. O ur Sunshine Girl fell 
over a telephone cord and guess what, 
she broke her shoulder! Mary 
Evanish, we m issed you at our m eet­
ing. Kate Zalesnik is still not up to 
par but hope to see her at the m eeting 
soon. M olly N acht was feeling bad so 
her trips were only as outpatient to the 
hospital. O ur w ishes are to all o f you
-  for good health. M aybe now that 
spring is around, w e’ll all be feeling 
better.

Ann Gram bow  and Julia Pesec 
along with som e friends and relatives 
took a C aribbean cruise. I ’m sure they 
enjoyed it. Evelyn Laurich spent 10 
days in A rizona visiting her grand­
daughter.

W e planned a Sausage D em onstra­
tion Luncheon for April 16th. For 
som ething put together the last m i­
nute, you m em bers were very 
cooperative!

Just heard that Tootsie is in the hos­
pital. Hope your stay will be short.

Being it was K athy’s birthday, she 
was lucky playing our fam ous game.

In May we will honor our M other 
o f the Y ear, Rose Luebke.

As I am w riting this, I hear that our 
charter m em ber, Mary Bucovnik is 
having problem s and her sister, Ann 
Paulin had an allergy reaction. Hope 
you both will be fine very soon.

Pray for the good health o f all our 
ailing mem bers.

M ARY KIEL

NO. 13, SAN FR A N C ISC O , CA

O ur March m eeting was an excep­
tionally lovely occasion. Joanne Man- 
iscalco brought her m om , Ann Ver- 
celli, to jo in  us and celebrate her 82nd 
birthday. Ann (the cookie lady) has

C onfirm ants Kevin and K enneth Spencer 
with the Bishop o f San Francisco

Stephanie Nagel

been unable to attend m eetings for a 
w hile, but she’s never been out o f our 
thoughts. It was a joy  to see Ann again 
and thank you, Joanne, who took a 
day o ff work to carry out such a lovely 
idea. W e also sang Happy Birthday 
to M arion Lucchesi.

A few months ago, we had the 
honor o f giving 50 year pins to our 
mem bers o f long-standing, Anna Fa­
bian, A lbina G rim sich and Sophia Os- 
troka. G od bless you, ladies, and con­
gratulations!

Vica C ukrow , our dear and oldest 
m em ber, is 102 years old. We wish 
her more o f G od 's blessings. She has 
been a m em ber 54 years.

Very Happy Anniversary wishes to 
Jackie and Jerry Lowe -  they will ce l­
ebrate 3 1 years in A ugust. Jackie was 
reporter for a while and we would love 
to have this busy gal back at our m eet­
ings.

M em bers, Patricia Shusterich and 
daughters, Holly Ann Shusterich and 
Marilu Duarte live in the Ventura area

o f Southern California. W e hope they 
d idn’t have any problem s with all the 
floods. A lso, hope June Patrick is on 
the mend at her daughter’s, Karen 
Pera. June had back surgery and broke 
her wrist. And, good wishes to Mary 
W raa who had corneal surgery.

O ur secretary, M oreen Spencer re­
ceived a lovely note from Evelyn Kin- 
near. She wrote from Saratoga, Calif, 
to say how much she enjoys ZARJA 
and keeping in touch with us. Even 
Bill reads it, not bad for an Irishm an, 
she says! This reporter would like to 
send regards to Bill and Evelyn. They 
lived a few houses down from my fam ­
ily when I was a young girl. Goes 
back a few years!

Parents. M oreen and Don Spencer 
and aunty, Doreen Sustarich, are very 
proud o f Kevin and Kenneth Spencer 
who were Confirm ed recently. These 
young men attend Sacred Heart 
Cathedral High in S .F .

G randm other and Br. 13 Vice Pres­
ident, Louise Petrusich is also very 
proud o f granddaughter, Stephanie 
Nagel, a graduate o f St. Francis High 
School in Sacram ento and planning to 
attend Serra College in Rocklin to 
study nursing. Stephanie has a great 
talent in acrylic painting and was very 
active in soccer and track during high 
school. She is transferring from a 
junior to an adult m em ber in our 
branch. We are proud to have this 
lovely young lady.

Congratulations to our W oman o f 
the Year, Ann Sustarich. This is a very 
deserving young lady and a beautiful 
brunch is planned at the Marriot on 
May 17th, 1992 in her honor.

W ishing all our sister mem bers a 
beautiful M other's Day.

BEVERLY JACKSON

A M U LTITU DE OF BLESSING S TO OUR M OTHERS!
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cJizzitacjz čzNzvcri, and O /izivi Irene Planinšek Odorizzi

DOLL ART DISPLAY A T THE HERITAGE M USEUM

Mary Foys Lauretig, member 
of br. 2, Chicago, is the 
originator and designer of 
beautiful dolls, dressed in many 
costumes representing different 
countries, places, events, 
movies and all special and at­
tractive! The Doll Exhibit of 
M ary’s dolls was held at the 
Heritage Museum in March. 
Jean Govednik (seen with the 
guest book) is on the Museum  
committee and welcomed vis­
itors.

On Saturday, M arch, 14 and Sunday, M arch 15, follow ing M asses at St. Joseph’s 
Church, M ary Foys Lauretig displayed her m arvelous collection o f 85 dolls at the 
Slovenian H eritage M useum  in Joliet.

W hen asked about her collection, M ary stated, “I ’ve been making dolls for 
about 10 years. Depending on the kind o f doll and the am ount o f work it takes, I 
can make a doll in one to two w eeks.”

One doll was lovelier than the next and M ary stated that there is usually a story 
behind each doll. She cited the Las Vegas group o f about a dozen dolls w hich were 
made as table decorations for a special m eeting o f Branch # 2 ,  Chicago. M ary 
continued, “ I saw that kind o f doll in Las Vegas and I said, I can make that do ll.” 
She did and there are tw elve lovely girls attired in feather headdresses, costum es 
and lots o f sparkle.

H er very first doll, about 18 inches high, was a lovely porcelain figure dressed 
in a burgundy gow n with dark hair and m ovable eyes. She said, “ I had to put those 
eyes in m yself.” M ary also m entioned that she made som e of the bodies; others were 
purchased.

H er collection was arranged at the M useum  very attractively on three long tables 
by Terry M orison in groups of: storybook dolls, “Gone 
W ith The W ind" dolls, Slovenian dolls, Croatian dolls and 
the largest group was an assortm ent o f ethnic dolls from 
all over the world.

Besides the num erous dolls, M ary also displayed a 
num ber o f plates reflecting colorful doll-like figures. Mary 
was asked what type of plates and paint were used and 
she replied, “I use corelle plates. 1 coat the plate with 
G esso so the paint will adhere to the plate and then I apply 
my own design and acrylic pain t.” The result is lovely.

The Doll Show was hosted by the Slovenian M useum 
volunteers from Branch # 2 0 . A donation o f $1 .00 was 
requested o f view ers with proceeds benefiting the Heritage 
Fund. Refreshm ents were available to those who attended 
and consisted o f coffee, potica and cookies.

W e send our appreciation to M ary for bringing her 
beautiful dolls to Joliet for people to enjoy and for helping 
to enlarge the coffers o f the Heritage Fund. If any other 
branch is interested in sponsoring M ary Foys Lauretig and 
her Doll Show please contact her through Branch # 2 .

Donation to Heritage M useum
M ary Taucher o f Branch # 4 7 , G arfield Heights, 

O hio, sent a lovely letter and check for $25.00 from  the 
mem bers o f the branch. W e thank the group for its con­
tinued support o f the H eritage M useum through the years.

If you have a desire to help our Heritage w ork, please 
send a donation which will be gratefully accepted.

Slovenian G enealogical Society Forms
If you are interested in genealogy and wish more 

inform ation on the Slovenian G enealogical Society which 
is form ing send your name and address along with a self-ad­
dressed, stam ped envelope to:

Slovenian Genealogical Society.
6625 Jeffrey Lane, Lafayette, IN 47905
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N ot ou rs, but another!

SLOVENIAN WOMEN’S UNION
In Ljubljana on March 14th, 1992, a new organization 

was formed for Slovenian w om en, by the name of 
Slovenska ženska zveza (our own name in Slovenian is 
the same) or, Slovenian W om en’s O rganization. 70 found­
ing members adopted the aims and programs o f the C hris­
tian Democratic party which is the sponsoring organization 
o f the S .Ž .Z .

It will work for the further instruction and uplift o f 
Slovenian women o f all Slovenia, to bring them into the 
political m ainstream , teach them the workings o f the new 
system they have adopted and gain from them support and 
popularity.

The w om en, on the other hand, will be given oppor­
tunities that will take them out o f the home and into public 
life.

The first president is M ilica Sturm , an attorney-at- 
law , from Ljubljana. In her acceptance speech, she em ­
phasized her wish to not only bring unity to Slovenian 
women at hom e, but to join them to other organizations 
abroad.

The political ideology to which they will subscribe 
is based on Christian values upon which they will try to 
bring together people o f opposite views and beliefs in the 
effort o f gaining greater understanding and solidarity 
among them selves.

The women received messages o f support from m em ­
bers o f the governm ent, some o f whom were present and 
by telegram from others including the Archbishop o f Ljubl­
jana.

They have pledged to work for all that will improve 
family life including the environm ent, education, health 
issues, econom ic and political program s, and whatever 
will help them grow in their new-found political freedom.

(Taken from  the Slovenian original 
in “D ružina", M arch 22, 1992.)

We, of the S.Ž.Z. o f America, wish them well!

Slovenia, the new REPU B­
LIC O F SLOV ENIA , has now 
reached its primary goal, to be­
come recognized as an independent, 
free nation among other free nations of 
the world!

With the recognition o f the Republic 
o f Slovenia by the United States, that followed 
recognition by over 50 world entities, Slovenia has 
come to full nation-hood! U ltim ately, we will see 
United Nations acceptance o f the new country and it will 
cap a year o f im measureable achievement!

This is truly a jubilant moment for us -  an unforgett­
able time in the lives o f Slovenians at home and throughout 
the world! O ur only hope is that Slovenia, with her courage­
ous, determined people, will reap the harvest o f blessings 
that true freedom can bring! We will pray to this end!

C. Leskovar

Irene M. Odorizzi H eritage Director:

Slovenian Costum es
It’s alw ays interesting to see a branch “come alive” 

with a special project and such is the case o f Branch # 1 3  
in San Francisco. National Vice President, Beverly Jackson 
was relating an experience that Branch # 1 3  enjoyed in 
conjunction with the Harvest Festival held at Nativity 
Church in San Francisco.

Beverly and Olga Kambic decided to make Slovenian 
costumes for the event and together these two gals sewed 
tw enty-two skirts, aprons and simple headpieces for their 
interested group. Each lady provided her own white blouse. 
The group added much color and interest to the Harvest 
Festival because the Slovenian costume had not been used 
prior to this event.

W inter Olympics
Athletes from the newly recognized Republic o f 

Slovenia entered the Albertville Stadium, walking proudly, 
under their new flag. Many o f them wore patches on their 
coats sim ilar to the crest which appears on the Slovene flag.

The European Comm unity recognized Slovenia just 
a short time prior to the games. The Slovenes were among 
nine nations who participated in the W inter O lym pics for 
the first time.

Television view ers were surprised to see Charles 
Kuralt o f CBS speak one night o f “his people, the 
S lovenes.” The viewers were treated to scenes o f Slovenia, 
native costum es, gaily dressed "K urenti” , and button boxes 
performers. It was an event o f which to be proud even 
though the Slovene athletes did not win any medals. There 
will be many more O lym pics and we will watch once again 
as the Slovene athletes proudly walk under their flag.

UNITED STATES RECOGNITION OF SLOVENIA ON APRIL 7,1992 
BRINGS FULL INDEPENDENT STATUS TO OUR HOMELAND!

SLOVENIJA M AGAZINE

There are many magazines printed each year but none 
like “Slovenija.” This quarterly magazine is chock-full o f 
wide-ranging articles and lovely pictures to increase your 
pride in your Slovenian Heritage and acauaint you more

intimately with Slovenia. It is written com pletely in the 
English language.

You can order SLOVENIJA by sending a check for 
$20.00, the price o f the yearly subscription to:

Slovenia M agazine, c/o SIM , Cankarjeva 1, pp. 169 
61000 Ljubljana, Slovenia
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MY FIRST IMPRESSION

by
3rd A uditor, Josephine Lustik

O ur national board m eetings w hich were held on 
M arch 16, 17 and 18 are now history, but the com - 
raderies and friendship o f  the officers w ill rem ain with  
me for a long tim e to com e. Since this w as my first 
m eeting, 1 felt I had a lot to learn. T here w as a definite 
spirit o f co-operation and openness am ong the board  
m em bers, w hich is what im pressed me the m ost.

Upon arriving at the Hom e O ffice on M onday  
m orning the anticipation o f the next three days was 
upperm ost in m y m ind. A fter a few m inutes o f exchang­
ing friendly greetings, we sat dow n and the m eeting  
was called to order. Our president, V ictoria B obence, 
kept the m eetings running sm oothly, and w ith the well-

planned agenda we w ere able to accom plish m uch. I 
would just like to m ention that the highlight o f the 
session cam e on the third day when we went to Chicago  
to visit the C roatian Franciscan Press. Here we got a 
chance to see first hand what it takes to bring the Zarja  
to life. Father Paul, C ustos o f the C roatian Franciscans 
in U .S . & C anada, E ditor, C orinne, Press M anager, 
Prince M anjooran and everyone there treated us like 
fam ily. A fter a delicious lunch, we were taken on a 
guide tour o f the press room s. W e now have a better 
understanding o f  the w ork that goes into the publication  
o f the Z arja. Our visit there was very interesting and  
inform ative.

T hree days o f  intense discussions were concluded, 
and all o f us headed hom e with a renew ed sense of 
determ ination and pride in our organization. The dedi­
cation o f the officers is evident, and I look forw ard to 
future neetings and our convention in 1995.

N O . 16, SO . C H IC A G O , IL

At the M arch 12th m eeting we were 
all Irish! Sylvia Spretnjak made green 
sham rock nam e tags for all o f us with 
Irish nam es, so each m em ber had to 
call out her Irish nam e. Thanks to all 
the ladies w ho brought such beautiful 
prizes for the “B ” party. W e are all 
looking forward to a successful day.

W e were happy to hear from 
Rom aine O ’B rien, Regional President 
o f the Illinois-Indiana branches. W e 
are looking forward to going to 
LaSalle this fall.

M ary Ann D andurand had knee 
surgery and is recuperating at home.

M rs. Agnes Krillich was hos­
pitalized with pneum onia and is now 
residing with her daughter in W hiting, 
Ind.

Elsie Starcevich is vacationing with 
son and daughter-in-law  in Florida.

O ur condolences to Elaine Strubel 
on the death of her brother.

Several Br. 16 m em bers are m em ­
bers o f Calum et Park Seniors and on 
St. Patrick’s Day we w ere celebrating 
International D ay. Each lady was sup­
posed to bring an item from her native 
country and tell the story about it. 
Edna W inters brought a colorful glass 
sipper, used to sip Slivovica -  it was 
her m other’s and originated in 
C zechoslovakia. C lara Soviano 
brought a 50 year old Tam bourine 
from Italy that is used in their dances. 
M arge Prebil brought some plates 
from Sovenia that were 100 years old. 
She also brought a plaque that says 
“D obrodošli” that she keeps at the en ­
trance to her hom e. That m eans “w el­
com e” !

G ladys Buck brought a Slovenian 
“kozolec” m iniature, that is a hay 
rack; also hand carved kitchen utensils 
m ade by the Slovenian Ribničans who 
went from village to village selling 
their w ares. The sign she held said 
SLOV ENIA  w ith LOV E in it. 
“Č ipke” (lace) making tool -  for bob­
bin lace from Idrija, was also brought. 
“M etrga” is a table used for making 
dough for bread. The well at the top 
is used for m ixing the dough and the 
draw er below holds the flour. The 
table top is used for rolling the dough. 
This is from  and old Slovenian 
kitchen. (I hope these old items will 
find their way into our SW U Heritage 
Vluseum som e day! Editor).

Later on, C lara Saviano told us the 
itory o f how , as a child, she cam e to 
he U nited States from Italy and what 
i sight to behold when they saw the 
ita tu e  o f Liberty in New York. How 
happy they all were. They sang Italian 
songs and danced the tarentella and 
C lara described their colorful red, 
white and green costum es.

M arge Prebil, M ary Rago, Sylvia 
Spretnjak, Jo H ester, G ladys Buck, 
M anda M aggis and Edna W inters sang 
Slovenia and C roatian songs accom ­
panied by John N ovak on his accor- 
dian. The songs were: “Ko študent na 
rajžo gre, O j, M arička peglaj, Suze 
lije plave oči, M oja droga je  cie 
kocham .” O thers who took part in the 
program  were M arie V idovich, Fran 
Z upančič, M ary Brozovich and Elaine 
Strubel. W e ended the program  with 
everyone singing “Just Because” , 
Frankie Y ankovic, the Polka K ing’s 
song. G ladys and Edna danced to the 
music in their colorful Slovenian cos­
tum es -  “narodna nošas” . W e also de­

scribed our costum es to everyone pre­
sent. W e all enjoyed this ethnic affair.

M other o f the Y ear party is going 
to be held at the Golden Shell restau­
rant on M ay 14th at 6 p .m . Call Gladys 
or Edna for reservations.

H elen G om ick, M argaret Liptak, 
Draga Pavlovich and G loria Serapin 
are 50 year m em bers and they will be 
honored at the M other’s Day dinner 
M ay 14th.

E .W .

N O . 17, W EST A LL IS, WI

W ith the arrival o f spring, it’s a 
wonderful tim e o f year, as we honor 
all m others, grandm others and great 
grandm others on their special day.

This brings a rem inder that our 
special M other, Katie M atzelle will 
be honored at a noon day luncheon on 
W ed. M ay 6th at K egel’s Inn on 59th 
and N ational. Please notify our Sec’y 
Robin M arolt at 327-1444  or Presi­
dent, M arion M arolt at 327-3871 if 
you plan to attend so reservations can 
be m ade. M ake this a mem orable day 
for K atie, a day she will long re­
mem ber. W e will hold a short business 
m eeting before the festivities begin.

M em bers, please note. There will 
be no m eetings in June, July or A u­
gust, a tim e for a bit o f vacation. W e 
resume the regular schedule o f 
monthly m eetings on Sun. Sept. 20th 
at 2 p .m . at St. M ary’s Baraga Hall.

A nother rem inder: O ur fund-raiser 
event will be held on Sun. O ct. 18th 
in conjunction with our meeting. 
Prizes will be greatly appreciated.

A speedy recovery to C oletta Imperl
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and a return to good health to all our 
mem bers and friends who are not feel­
ing up to par.

Happy M other’s Day.
FRAN PIW ONI

N O . 20, JO L IE T , IL

As the saying goes, “A pril showers 
bring M ay flow ers.” The flowers are 
bursting all around us. This is my fa­
vorite tim e o f the year. The trees are 
turning green, the sun stays longer in 
the sky, and it gets darker later. This 
tim e o f year puts a spring to your life
-  no pun intended!

M ay is the month we are very busy 
preparing for our annual “W om an of 
the Y ear” dinner. W e will be honoring 
Josephine Lustik, and her fam ily this 
year.

The scholarship awards will be pre­
sented to the recipients at the dinner; 
we will also be paying tribute to Our 
Lady o f Brezje.

Congratulations to:
Edward and O lga Ancel. They were 

recognized by St. Francis de Sales, 
N o. 29, for their long years o f service 
to the lodge and K .S .K .J.

A tea was held by the Cantigny 
Ladies A uxiliary No. 367, VFW  to 
honor M ary M ihelich, the 18th D is­
trict President.

Fred and Dorothy Jursinic are 
celebrating their 50th w edding an­
niversary on M ay 23.

Richard and M ary Kay D em ick will 
celebrate their 50th wedding anniver­
sary on May 2.

R ichard and Debra Teece -  their 
m arriage is M ay 2.

John and M aureen K onopek were 
recently married.

Jim  and Diane Ryzer, w elcom e the 
brith o f baby daughter, M artha K ath­
leen, M arch 19.

Get well wishes for a speedy recov­
ery to Alous M isic.

Condolences to: Patricia
F igurow ski, on the loss o f her brother,

Raym ond V. K ambic; and to the fam 
ily o f M ary Rakowski o f Y oungstow n, 
A rizona. Y ou have our deepest sym ­
pathy.

“Carousel o f Fashions,” in the 
Herald News featured our President, 
Deanie Gudac in a lovely outfit from 
Fehrenbackers, Inc ., Joliet.

W anted:
M en, w om en and Juniors who 

would like to join a Slovenian Choir. 
You do n 't have to be S lovenian, you 
don’t have to speak Slovenian. You 
must enjoy singing. You are needed 
for the choir for the “Annual Grape 
Dance. Join in M ay and you will need 
to practice, M ay, June, July, August 
for the Septem ber Grape Dance. It 
should be a lot o f fun. You can be 
any age to jo in . Interested pesons call 
Fr. D avid Stalzer 726-4031 , or the 
SWU Home O ffice, 727-1926 .

D ates to Remember:
M ay 19 -  “W om an o f the Y ear” 

Dinner, 6:30 p .m . St. Joseph Park; 
m em bers free and guests pay $5.00.

M ay 24, St. Joseph’s A ltar and R os­
ary Society w ill have their annual card 
party, 1:30 p .m .- S t .  Joseph’s Park.

June 7 -  Sunday, 64th A nniversary 
mass, 8:30 a.m . St. Joseph’s Church 
with Open House at Hom e Office/ 
M useum.

ANN M . DR AGO VAN

N O . 22, B R A D L E Y , IL

No m eeting evoked a feeling o f nos­
talgia within me like the February get- 
together when G abrielle Lustig and 
her sister Toni Legris co-hosted in the 
old hom estead in Bradley for the first 
time in many years. To m e, for a m o­
m ent, it rem inded me o f the days dec­
ades ago, when our m other welcomed 
the SW U. All the chatter was in Slove­
nian then; this day, our feeble attempts 
to speak Slovenian only end up in 
laughter. M any thanks, G abriella and 
Toni, for an enjoyable afternoon

BRANCH 20 CHORUS

Would you like to join a new chorus 
of Br. 20 members in Joliet? The plans 
are well under way for a new singing 
group and if you are interested, please 
call Fr. David Stalzer, (815) 726- 
4031. It will be fun and educational!

February was extra-special for Leo 
and M ary R ittm anic, who celebrated 
their 65th wedding anniversary on the 
26th, starting it o ff right at the 7 a.m . 
M ass with blessings from the Church 
and Pat Skelly’s singing o f M ary’s fa­
vorites, like Panis Angelicus and 
“Češčena si, M arija” , the latter in En­
glish, o f course, but we sorta chim ed 
in, in Slovenian. It was a first for Fr. 
Butters in his 27 years as priest that 
he participated in an anniversary 
celebration of 65 years. N orm ally, 
Leo at 87, still serves the early M ass 
during the week. Then off to breakfast 
we went! On Saturday, the 29th, the 
happy couple received the congratula­
tions o f relatives and many friends at 
an open house in the parish hall, 
hosted by their children: Barbara o f 
B radley, Helena H offm ann o f A pple­
ton, W I and Kathryn O chwat o f H ous­
ton, TX. Except for one loaf, Helena 
baked all the poticas, and delicious 
they were! Leo and M ary have 11 
grandchildren and 15 great grandchil­
dren. M ay G od’s goodness follow 
you, dear friends, all the rem aining 
years o f your lives!

M aym e D rassler said bye-bye to 
Bradley for an indefinite stay in Sun 
City, A rizona, with her sister 
M athilde. Have a good tim e, Mayme!

The sick am ong us need our con­
tinued prayers. Please include Joe 
Sebastiani, husband o f H elen, our 
branch secretary.

Since we are still in the Easter Sea­
son I can wish you three blessings: 
Happy Easter, Happy Springtim e, 
Happy May! God love you all!

EM M A LUSTIG , 
Reporter

AMERICAN
SLOVENIAN
CATHOLIC

UNION
m

LIFE 
INSURANCE 

FOR THE 
FAMILY

HOME OFFICE: 243) GLENWOOD AVENUE • JOLIET, IL 60435 (815) 741-2001



ANNUAL VISIT TO BR. 20 BOWLERS AT RIVAL’S LANES

On March 16th, National Officers o f SWU in Joliet 
for the annual m eeting, visited R ival’s Bowling Lanes to  
cheer on the four Br. 20 Ladies Bowling Teams!

On this picture are Nat’l Auditor, Marion Marolt of 
West Allis, WI with the league secretary, Sharon J. Home- 
rdin, president Sharon R. Homerdin and treasurer Carol 
Doszak; in front is N at’l Vice President Beverly Jackson 
of San Francisco and Br. 17 Secretary Robin Marolt of 
West Allis.

This league was organized in 1936 by Josephine Er­
javec and Emma Planinšek and is still bowling!

Vickie Bernikas, Ardin Gregorash, Beverly Jackson 
(Nat’l Vice Pres.), Darlene Marquardt and Mary 
Michelich.

NO . 23, E L Y , MN

Vice President, Rosemarie Buckner 
opened the m eeting with a prayer in 
the absence o f  Pres. M arcy Zupec.

A ngie G odec did the reading, 
“H ereafter” w hich was awesom e.

On the sick list were M ary Repp, 
who had hip surgery and Julia Russ 
w ho has a broken leg.

A brief discussion was held about 
the M other's Day D inner and it was 
decided to honor all the 50-year m em ­
bers at this tim e and also present each 
one with a carnation. The following 
com m ittee w as appointed to take care 
o f the arrangem ents: Frances Strukel, 
M ary Folio, M ary M cN eal, Frances 
Z avodnik, M ary M avetz, Helen 
Theno, A m elia G rahek, Dorothy 
Popesh, Ann Stupnik and Marge 
Skubec.

There were 38 m em bers present and 
Frances Zavodnik won the door p rize .

A special “thanks” to Bill Slogar, 
who donated a beautiful, large box of 
chocolates to all the m em bers, and that 
really “saved the day” as the lunch 
com m ittee for M arch had a problem .

Rose Costelli and Doris Papesh

They were then on the April lunch 
com m ittee. W e all enjoyed “The 
C hocolates and C offee after the m eet­
ing and we all got som e additional 
energy to “socialize” a little bit longer. 
Y es, A fun time was had by all. 
Thanks again -  Bill!!

JA NE Y A D LO SK Y , 
R eporter

Dawn Club

Pres. Angie M obilia opened the 
m eeting w ith a reading, “ Seeds of 
H ope” w hich was very inspiring.

The m em bers gave a special "Thank

ou” to Angie M obilia for lining up 
the V alentine D inner, which was so 
delicious -  cabbage roll, mashed 
potato/gravy, buttered carrots, dinner 
roll and dessert -  all for $4.50. It was 
delicious!

R osem arie Buckner gave special 
recognition to m em ber, Rose N ovak, 
whose son, R onald, a teacher in T hief 
R iver Falls, M N , got a special Award 
from the C ham ber o f Com m erce for 
being “The O utstanding Citizen o f the 
Y ear” for all his hard work and volun­
teering his time to prom ote hockey for 
all the youth in that area. Y es, Rose, 
like m other like son, -  Rose is also 
one who is alw ays busy donating her 
tim e helping others, especially, the e l­
derly in the nursing hom e, now , but 
she also was active in youth activities, 
such as scouting -  Keep up the good 
w ork. Rose! A na 1 know she is very 
proud of her son also -  what an honor!

Julie Russ was on the sick list.
A nother reading “M easure your 

years in blessings” was read —  How 
true!

There were 30 mem bers present -  
A ngie Godec won the door prize.

Pat Harrison, Gen Klainsek, Michalene Ferguson, 
Jan Adair and Polly Bick.
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April lunch com m ittee was: Ann 
Saari, Ann Stupnik, M argaret Deyak, 
M argaret Tom ljanovich and Julie 
Zgonc.

C offee, and ' were served -  then the 
'‘socializing" began!

Wow!
J Y

N O . 24, LA SA LL E , IL

W e had a poor attendance at our 
M arch m eeting, partly due to the large 
num ber o f m em bers w ho are ill and 
also because our local High School 
Chorus had their annual Spring M us­
ical Show that night. The m em bers in 
attendance are looking forward to O c­
tober and the State Convention which 
we will host this year — but, we will 
need help from m ore o f you.

O ur Treasurer, Anne Serri, is re­
cuperating from her knee surgery and 
undergoing therapy. W e m issed her 
at the m eeting and hope she will soon 
be up and around. Fannie K obilsek is 
a resident at Heritage M anor Nursing 
Hom e in M endota and Barbara Cass 
is a resident at Heritage M anor N urs­
ing Home in Peru. W e rem em ber all 
o f our sick and shut-in m em bers with 
prayer at our m eetings.

O ur sym pathy is extended to A n­
tonia H oefferle whose husband, John, 
passed away on M arch 2. He is also 
survived by four brothers in Slovenia 
and a sister in G erm any; and to Evelyn 
K astigar w hose husband, A nthony, 
passed away on M arch 23. Anthony 
is also survived by a daughter, Joanne 
H aupt o f W aukesha, W I, three grand­
children and four great-grandchildren, 
four brothers and three sisters, includ­
ing our m em bers Dorothy Parola o f 
Oglesby and Anne Dresen o f O cala, 
FL. We pray that G od will reward 
John and Tony with H eavenly Peace.

There will be no special "M other 
o f the Y ear" in 1992. W e will honor 
all m em bers at our M ay Dinner. Plans 
will be com pleted at the April m eeting 
and will be printed in the church bul­
letin and local new spaper. W atch for 
the date, tim e and place and make your 
reservations accordingly. A short bus­
iness m eeting will follow the dinner.

The next regular m eeting will be 
held on T hursday, June 18 at 7:00 
p .m . in La Salle Catholic School-Re- 
surrection Bldg. W e should have re­
ports on our convention plans at that 
tim e. Please jo in  us and help make 
the 1992 Illinois-Indiana State C on­
vention a great success.

A Happy M other's Day to all o f our

M others and a wish that G od will grant 
them good health and much happi­
ness.

ANNE M. W A NG LER, 
R eporter

N O . 26, PIT TSB U R G H , PA

Happy Springtim e -  Br. 26 had the 
first m eeting o f the year 1992 on the 
16th o f  M arch. Prayers opened the 
m eeting and special prayers w ere said 
for our sick and deceased mem bers.

O ur president, A gnes W idina was 
in Shadyside H ospital, therefore, 
m eeting was conducted by our Vice 
President, Josephine Rolik who did a 
very good job . 23 m em bers were in 
attendance.

W e have a couple o f active m em ­
bers on our sick list: A m elia Zunic, 
who is one o f our auditors, Sophie 
Yonavich and V eronica Senfner.

Kay H udak Feffner a California re­
sident and m em ber o f long-standing, 
passed away on February 6th. God 
rest her soul. W e will all rem em ber 
her in our prayers.

No m inutes were read by the Re­
cording secretary as our D ecem ber 
m eeting was the Christm as Party. F i­
nancial Statem ent for the year was 
read by our very active m em ber, Mary 
Slaney.

A donation from each m em ber was 
asked and all mem bers approve o f the 
dollar yearly contribution for the 
SW U.

W e d idn’t have too much business 
at this m eeting. D oor prizes were d is­
tributed to the lucky ladies and deli­
cious home made cakes were served.

JA N E LYNCH

N O . 32, EU C L ID , OH

O ur M arch m eeting had a lot o f 
m em bers absent as there was a lot o f 
illness about. W e hope that our m em ­
bers will soon be on the mend and 
able to attend the springtim e m eetings. 
Ceal Znidar had eye surgery and is 
recuperating nicely at hom e. C eal's 
three year old grandson, Frankie had 
a heart operation. He also is recuperat­
ing at hom e. He is the son o f Pam and 
Tim Znidar. O ther m em bers still on 
the sick list are: M ary D robnick, Faye 
Starman and Rose Brancely. Get well 
w ishes to all our sick m em bers. Hope 
to see you soon at the m eetings.

Pres. Dorothy Lamm did a very fine 
job  representing the Slovene Society

Home as W om an o f the Y ear on 
M arch 15th. It was a very beautiful 
affair. The meal was delicious and this 
event brought out a lot o f people in­
cluding Josephine Com enshek, 
Josephine G ornik, Ann C ooke, Esther 
G arbincus and husband, Herm ine 
Strainer and friend, Ann Adam s and 
husband, M olly Sodja and friend, 
Fran Ogoreuc and husband. All o f 
D orothy’s fam ily were there which in­
cluded her husband, Bob, daughter 
D enise w ith husband and their three 
children, daughter, Robin and hus­
band and their two children. Dorothy 
and Bob Lam m  are very proud o f the 
fam ily and grandchildren and have 
every right to be! Dorothy hopes that her 
five grandchildren will not forget their 
roots and their Slovenian H eritage.

O ur M other o f the Y ear celebration 
will be on May 20th to honor our 
m em ber, Christine Verch. Hope to see 
a lot o f our m em bers attend the dinner 
and bring a friend. A full course dinner 
will be served. It is a BYOB affair; 
w ash will be furnished. Call our trea­
surer, Ann Cooke for tickets.

Secretary, Charlotte Perdan made a 
Lenten version o f a pretzel called Lit­
tle Arms. She gave one to each 
m em ber at the m eeting . T hanks, C har­
lotte for your thoughtfulness. W e had 
a blind auction at the M arch m eeting
-  it was very successful. Thanks to 
all who brought in items as prizes -  
it’s nice to see you get involved in 
raising money for our treasury.

Polly Pike just cam e back from a 
m onth’s vacation visiting her daughter 
in Florida. Polly will be going back 
there to help her adopted grandchild, 
C hina Allen celebrate her 2nd birth­
day. Polly will be there another 
m onth.

C harlotte Perdan and husband, 
Rudy are travelling to Chicago for a 
w eekend to be in the Peterson Bowling 
Tournam ent. G ood luck, Rudy.

H ostess Ceal M cLean and helper, 
Josephie G ornik, had the refreshm ent 
table all decorated to celebrate St. Pat­
rick ’s day. It looked lovely. Birthday 
girls, Dorothy Lam m , M ary Tushar 
and Mary Stark brought cakes. 
T hanks, ladies for the delicious de­
sserts. Happy Birthday again to all 
m em bers with wishes for good health 
and happiness.

Happy M other’s Day to all m em ­
bers. M ay you have a wonderful day. 
Com e jo in  us to celebrate and honor 
our M other o f the Y ear, Christine 
Verch on M ay 20th. Hope to see more 
m em bers attend our m eetings.

FRANCES O GOREUC
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TRIO OF OUR MEMBERS HONORED 
AS WOMEN OF THE YEAR 

OF THE SLOVENIAN NATIONAL HOMES 
IN CLEVELAND, OHIO

Three o f our outstanding m em bers, Jean K rižm an, Br. 50, D orothy  
L am m , Br. 32 and H elen U rbas, Br. 103, w ere honored M arch 15th, 1992 
at a gala banquet in their honor in C leveland, Ohio. They were selected by 
three o f the nine Slovenian N ational H om es o f that area, to be recognized for 
their great contributions to the H om es. Our sincere congratulations!

Slovenian N ational H om e on St. C lair president Ed­
ward K enik made the presentation to Jean K rižm an; Joseph 
Petrie, president o f  the Slovenian Society Hom e on R echer 
Ave. in Euclid presented a plaque to D orothy Lamm ; and 
the M aple H gts. Slovenian N ational Hom e president, John 
Schrenk did the honors for H elen Urbas.

Jean is not only active w ith the SN D , and is an excel­
lent fund raiser for them but also participates in many and 
varied charities, especially the Slovene Hom e for the Aged 
and the A m erican Red C ross. She is on the Board of 
D irectors o f business, professional and city-w ide organiza­
tions. The m em bers o f Br. 50 are proud o f Jean and salute 
her!

D orothy is the president o f Br. 32 in Euclid and active 
with other societies in her area as well. As is usually the 
case, Dorothy has insisted on accom panying her children 
along in their many activities and guiding them  into Slove­
nian lodges and related groups. She and her husband, Bob, 
are the parents o f D enise and R obin and have four grand­
children. Dorothy was a delegate to our last N ational C on­
vention. Hats o ff to her!

H elen is a native o f L orain, but lived for many years 
in W ashington, D .C . where she was a governm ent em ploy­
ee, nam ely, the W ar M anpow er C om m ission from 1942, 
rem aining there until 1973. She is a m em ber o f Br. 103 
w hich she jo ined  during those years. She is a com petent 
organizer and leader in activities o f Lorain, particularly as 
they concern the Slovenian com m unity there. Not only do 
Br. 103 m em bers extend congratulations but Br. 40 m em ­
bers as w ell, for they are her daily co-w orkers!

N O. 33, D U L U T H , MN

Alice Cacich will be new Secretary/ 
T reasurer for the rest o f  1992.

Prayers o f  sym pathy on the death 
o f M argaret V ichich, 10 year social 
m em ber, in H oughton, MI. Elizabeth 
Sm olnikar is her cousin.

Prayers for sick m em bers including 
Lorraine M lodozyniec and Betty Pic- 
connatto

Have a pleasant sum mer.
LOIS PELANDER 

Reporter

N O . 34, SO U D A N , MN

One o f the sm allest groups o f our 
m em bers gathered on W ednesday, 
March 18, for our regular m eeting and 
m oney-m aking project. In spite o f 
this, we took in a good am ount o f 
m oney, thanks to the m em bers who 
donated when they could not attend! 
There are so many in our branch who 
have been out-of-tow n, have been ill, 
etc. M oney that we made will be used 
to pay our over 80-year-old m em bers' 
dues.

W e w elcom e another new m em ber,

D orothy Erchul D om beck, o f Vir- 
g in ia -a  form er “girl” from Soudan, 
and w hose grandm other, M ary Erchul 
(5th Street) was a m em ber o f  our 
branch years ago! W elcom e, D orothy, 
and we hope you can attend som e o f 
our m eetings and special occasions.

W e received a letter from our R eg­
ional President, Jean K orsm an, and 
our V ice President, A ngeline M orin, 
will represent our branch at the reg­
ional m eeting planned for A pril 22, 
as I will not be able to attend.

A donation was made to the Bishop 
B araga Foundation, w hich we have 
continued to support for many years.

Two o f our m em bers, Ann “ Inky” 
S tefanich, who had leg surgery, and 
M arge Skala, who had heart surgery, 
are convalescing and we wish both of 
them  a speedy and com plete recovery .

Prelim inary plans were made for 
our M other o f  the Y ear celebration 
honoring Rose Planton. W e will have 
a dinner at the T ow er Cafe and then 
m eet at the parish hall for a little 
socializing.

At our March m eeting the door 
prize was brought by Em m a Betourne 
and won by Sophie Spollar. For the 
April m eeting, M argaret M esojedec 
and A gnes M attson will serve as hos­
tesses and the door prize will be 
brought by Tory Bobence.

All o f  us are waiting for w arm er 
w eather and hoped we can have a 
good turnout for our celebration on 
M arch 20.

A D ELINE M U STO N EN , 
Reporter

N O . 35, A U R O R A , MN

W e d idn ’t have a m eeting in M arch, 
out I have to recognize our busy Junior 
mem bers.

K atherine H anka’s granddaughter, 
Stephanie H anka took part in Stacie’s 
Studio o f Dance Education-A ll M in­
nesota Dance Com petition in M in­
neapolis. She placed second and won 
a ribbon and trophy. Stephanie and 
her fam ily spent Easter at Dis- 
neyw orld in Florida.

H eather O razem  took part in the 
Speech C ontest and won 1st place and 
a trophy. She also attended a dinner 
in St. C loud honoring Students o f Ex­
cellence, their teachers and parents. 
These students w ere aw arded a plaque 
and certificate by G overnor Aurie 
Carlson.

Robert O razam  is a m em ber o f the 
High School Band and they perform ed 
at Disney world during his 7 day Easter
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PROUD OF HER FAMILY!

BR. 38, CHISHOLM, MN OFFICERS OF 1974-75 
This photo was printed in the Br. 38 History, March, 

Mary Slaney and her four daughters: seated, right: 1992 issues of ZARJA without the caption as follows:
Sr. Barbara Mary S .S .N .D .; standing: Mary Ann Standing, left to right: Auditor Lucille Palcich, Vice Pres-
Grgurich, Barbara Slaney and Jean Ford. Lovely Mary ident, Jennie Samsa, Secretary, Frances Bizal: «'«?«/: Tre-
is also Mother of the Year for 1992. asurer Anna Trdan and president Frances Hren.

V acation. H eather and Robert attend 
the Sandstone East Central High 
School. They are Betty O razem ’s 
grandchildren. It is good to have you 
home again, and doing so w ell, Betty!

Joseph O razem ’s isle Basketball 
team won 2nd place in the 7th grade 
State Basketball Tournam ent in M in­
neapolis. They played C rosby-Ironton 
for the cham pionship. Each team 
m em ber w on a medal and trophy for 
their school. They were also invited 
to attend the T im berw olves BB game 
on March 29th at Target C enter and 
play an exhibition gam e afterw ard. An 
exciting experience for these young 
athletes! N eedless to say, we were 
proud grandparents am ong the fans 
w ho attended the games!

O ur sym pathy and prayers are with 
the fam ily of Julia Turk. She was a 
dedicated m em ber o f our branch and 
will be sadly m issed by everyone. 
May she and all our faithful departed 
rest in peace.

Special thanks to  Max L. Shuster 
for his generous contribution to the 
SWU Scholarship Fund.

W ishing all our m others a special 
happy M other’s Day.

ANNE M. ORAZEM

NO. 40, L O R A IN , OH

As I am writing today the calendar 
shows that it is the first day o f Spring, 
but looking out my w indow , it looks 
more like the first day o f winter! W e 
have had another snow storm! We

haven 't been able to enjoy any o f the 
early flowers. One day they bloom 
and the next day they are covered with 
snow . O , w ell, th a t's  March foryou!

Fifteen m em bers cam e to our m eet­
ing and enjoyed a delicious lunch pre­
pared by our birthday girls: Joyce Ar- 
rendondo, A gnes M roski, Angie Voy- 
tko and Angie Zgonc. Thanks and 
thanks to all who brought prizes, too.

O ur president brought the meeting 
to order. A fter reports were read, we 
made plans for various activities. We 
signed up for our M other o f the Year 
dinner, hoping for a good attendance 
in April so we can finalize our plans 
to honor our Kathy Russ.

Sorry to report that we lost another 
mem ber; Frances Ivancic passed away 
recently. She was 97 years old. We 
offer our sym pathy to the family.

C ongratulations to Elise H offm an, 
who graduated from Auburn College 
recently. She lives in A labama and is 
the granddaughter o f our secretary, 
Agatha Donges.

Joyce A rrendondo won the atten­
dance prize.

O ur Lodge will be hosting the Ohio- 
M ichigan State Convention on Oct. 
11th, 1992 and hope more o f our 
m em bers will be com ing to our m eet­
ings which are held on the second 
W ednesday o f the month at 12:30 
p .m . in the school hall. W e need all 
the help we can get to make it a suc­
cess.

Hope you have a Happy M other’s 
Day.

Love, M ARY MATOS

NO. 42, MAPLE HEIGHTS, OH

Our regular meeting was held on 
Tuesday March 10th at the Slovenian 
Home and was well attended. As usual, 
the desserts donated by the birthday 
members were many and delicious. A 
report was given by Marge Church on 
the bakeless sale and it was very success­
ful.

All plans have been made for the 
M other's Day Mass on May 12. 1992 
at 7:30 p.m. at St. Wenceslas Church 
which will be followed w'ith a dinner at 
the Slovenian National Home. We are 
hoping for a large turnout as all our 
mothers are being honored. Ann Zupan­
čič and her committee have an excellent 
menu planned. This is alw'ays such a 
nice affair.

Mrs. Anna Draganie wishes to thank 
the members for all the cards they have 
sent. She can be sure they will continue 
to do so.

June 27th will be the 50th wedding 
anniversary for Frances and Frank 
Stavec. Congratulations! Incidentally. 
Frances has been a member and a strong 
supporter of Lodge 42 since 1932.

Plans are almost complete for our an­
nual bus trip to the cottage of Ann and 
Marge Zupančič at Pymatuming Lake. 
The date for this is W ednesday, July 
15th. Please mark your calendar for this 
fun day.

The membership extends their 
deepest sympathy to Louise Toth on the 
loss o f her husband A1 on March 29. 
1992 in Fountain Valley. Calif.
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ANNA HODNIK/ANITA VOVK: FOR MOTHER’S DAY!

Learn Slovenian
aav"  ..... »?■■■■»!!■.........     m s

Aloha! is a new word I learned on my recent trip to 
Hawaii. It means —  hello, goodbye and I love you. I 
d idn’t go to H awaii to get away from  w inter, because 1 
happen to prefer w inter to sum m er. I love to travel to 
different places and see the beautiful world that God has 
created and to experience the cultures o f the people. 
H aw aiians are a people w ho are very fam ily oriented. The 
elders respect the young and the young respect their elders. 
This was very evident in the church services that I attend. 
They also have deep respect for their land and environm ent. 
They waste nothing and feel an obligation to protect and 
preserve their land for future generations.

I attended a H awaiian m ass along w ith about 30 m em ­
bers o f  our group. The gospel reading was about “Jesus 
in the D esert” and the priest gave a pow erful hom ily on 
the desert we are all living in today. He said w ith the 
shortage o f priests and many near retirem ent, we have to 
take a serious look at where we are headed. He said the 
day is com ing w hen we may not be able to attend mass 
at our church. Priests cannot be expected to do everything. 
There are m ore and m ore problem s they have to deal with 
in our society tyoday. All o f us have to get involved by 
volunteering our tim e and talents. W e cannot rely on just 
a  few parishioners to do it all. L et’s give this som e thought 
and attention.

A nita and I w ant to extend our best w ishes to all 
m others and let us rem em ber prayers for our deceased 
mothers.

Aloha!

Vocabulary 

Im am ...I  have 
D olin o ...V alley 
Z elen o ...Green 
P tičk e...B irds 
T a m ...There
L ep o ...N icely , beautifully 
P o jo ...They sing 
K ra tek ...Short, good 
Č a s...T im e 
M i...M e
D elajo ...T hey  make

I n ...A nd 
M e...M e
V ese lo ...H appy, Entertains 
V ...In
D olin i...V alleys 
H išico ...H ouse 
O četovo ... Father’s 
N je j ...It
P a . ..A nd , flavoring particle 
L ju b o ...L ov ing , dear 
M am ico ...M other 
M o jo ...M y, mine

“1 HAVE A GREEN VALLEY"
1 nave a green valley,
The little birds there sing nicely,
They make a good tim e for me 
And entertains me.

I have in the valley a little house,
It is fa ther’s house,
In it is a dear, little m other,
M y M other.

IMAM DOLINO ZELENO
Im am  dolino zeleno, 
Ptičke tam  lepo pojo, 
Kratek čas m i delajo  
In m e veselo.

Im am  v dolini h išico, 
Hišico očetovo
V njej pa ljubo m am ico  
M am ico m ojo.

Tomaž Habe:

MOTHER
MOTHER,
Your heart is the most which the world has. 
MOTHER,
Goodness and worries, they two are without limits. 
Your smile is everything to me 
And your gentle hand,
Which caresses me.
MOTHER,
The word, which comes to me from the heart.

MAMICA

MAMICA,
Tvoj srček je  največ kar svet ima. 
MAMICA.
dobrota in skrb sta brez meja.
Tvoj nasmeh mi je  vse 
in nežna roka, 
ki boža me.
MAMICA,
beseda ki pride mi iz srca.

Our May birthday members are Clara 
Hrovat, Dorothy M ehosky, Vida Shega, 
Samantha Thompson and Shawn 
Thompson, Dorothy Ponikvar, Mitzi 
Champa, Donna Wilk, Gretchen Wilk. 
Melinda Prhne, and Angie Zupanc.

Our June birthday members are: Mary 
Ann Filips, Dolores Lipnos, Robert 
Kastelic, Jennie Intihar, Betty Ann Kas­
telic, Sally Prhne and Kathy Gruden. 
Happy Birthday to all of you!!

Our prayers and best wishes are being 
sent to our members who are ill or who 
are a shut-in. Please remember them 
with a phone call or a card.

DOROTHY MEHOSKY.

N O . 43 , M IL W A U K EE , WI

Looks like Spring! Com e to the 
m eetings, they are fun! W e had a nice 
group o f mem bers at our M arch m eet­
ing. There were a couple o f new faces 
and also back with us was Arline Fritz, 
looking w ell, after a serious illness. 
A rline, take it easy. To all our ailing, 
in a hospital, home or nursing hom e, 
a get well wish.

On W ednesday M ay 13 we are hon­
oring our M other o f the Y ear, nam ely, 
Josephine Janezic, at E leanor’s lo­

cated at 5601 Broad Street in Green- 
dale at 12:15 Sharp! A separate room 
will be available for our group.

From now on the m eetings will start 
at noon, starting w ith a lunch, meeting 
and finish with our favorite gam e. The 
June birthday gals can bring their 
treats in M ay, and the July and A ugust 
birthday gals in Sept.

G et well wishes for M ary K om es’ 
grandson, who is 9 years old. He was 
hit by a car while riding his bike which 
he received on his birthday, March
18. He was hospitalized, cam e home 
and then back to the hospital. Just re­
ceived w ord that Pauline Plesko is at
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Evelyn A. Majercik 
31 Eldred Avenue 

Bedford, Ohio 44146

A Crafty Idea
I do try to keep myself occupied during the winter months, whether 

they be spent in Ohio or in Florida. In February, I decided to try 
something different. I walked into a craft store and noticed a very nice 
skirt. I was told that the “project” was part o f a class. You know I 
signed up.

The “European Patchwork Skirt” pattern comes from Switzerland. 
It is not your standard tissue paper pattern, but one that you design 
yourself. I am not a seamstress, but I did make the skirt and I love it. 
It is different. It is a challenge, believe me. If you would like to give it 
a try, please send $2.00 and a self-addressed-stamped envelope.

QUICK IDEA: Because I have made more doilies than I have need 
for. I have been placing/sitching them onto brass rings and hanging 
them on my windows. Different and beautiful.

Thank you to all the nice ladies who have written notes and asked 
for patterns. If any of you have a pattern to share, please send it on to 
the above address. Any craft idea is most welcome. Let’s keep those 
fingers busy.

St. C am ilius N ursing Hom e on Blue 
M ound Road; also Ann W ieselm an is 
in a Nursing H om e at the present. 
More details on her will be available.

Jennifer Jo Spende was m arried to 
Brian Leckm an on Feb. 28, 1992 at 
W elsh G erber G ast Haus. Following 
the w edding a reception was held. Jen ­
nifer is the daughter o f Bruce and Pat 
Spende o f D elafield and the grand­
daughter o f Katie Spende o f M il­
waukee. Congratulations and best 
w ishes to Jennifer and Brian.

No m eetings June, July and A ugust. 
Have a happy and safe vacation and 
happy M other’s Day.

R .K .

NO. 50, EU C L ID , OH

A beautiful, sun-shiny day, but 
snow was predicted for tonight’s 
m eeting, on this last day o f M arch. 
Easter Sunday is fast approaching and 
we are getting our branch mem bers 
ready for M other’s Day. M arch m eet­
ing -  G reen & Green! G uess they read 
my colum n, so the m em bers wore 
green for St. Patrick’s Day. Green 
frosting on cookies, too, as now we 
only serve cookies to elim inate 
crum bs on the carpeting and it will be 
easier on our W om en o f the Y ear com ­
m ittee, right Angie?

H er day will be at S terle’s on May 
14th at 1:00 p.m . Come and have a 
good meal and a good time.

Had a speaker from G atew ay R e­
tiree’s Home where quite a few o f our 
mem bers reside and love it as they get 
their cleaning done, and transportation 
for appointm ents furnished.

C ongratulations to Frances Som- 
rack, married for 65 years, and 
Pauline Seifert, my sister-in-law , m ar­
ried for 67 years on M ay 5th. She 
misses the m eetings since she moved 
to Parm a, OH and we miss her, too.

In a letter to m e, Rose Ziherl from 
Florida says hello to all our mem bers 
and thanks the ladies who helped her 
sister, M ary C hesnik, w ho is now at 
W ickliffe Country Place. Quite a few 
ladies still ailing, nam ely, M olly 
Strunge, Honey V egal, M olly M auer, 
Fannie K altenback, G ertrude Laurich, 
our charter m em ber Sophie Posch and 
Jean M iller. Prayers!!

SWU is proud to have Jean K riž­
m an, our m em ber, and Dorothy 
Lamm , president o f br. 32, as W omen 
o f the Y ear honorees from the C leve­
land N ational H om es. They are hard 
working m em bers in com m unity af­
fairs and deserving o f this honor.

Sally Furlich, 51 years old, a short 
tim e m em ber and daughter o f 
Josephine T runk, our pioneer 
m em ber, died from  pancreas cancer. 
She was the popular secretary in the 
business office o f VASJ high school. 
O ur Cadets officiated at her wake and 
the w ell-attended funeral mass at St. 
Vitus Church. Prayers for her and the 
president o f Br. 32, Dorothy Zagar, 
who died yesterday. Sympathy to their 
fam ilies.

I had the best time at Junction City 
Jackpot Casino with Josie A rko, Jus­
tine Piem an, my good room m ate. 
Rose Zelniratis, Julie and Frank 
Sadar, A ggie Flanders and Dorothy 
and Bob Lam m . If you like a little 
gam bling, this is the place to go on 
tour, as tours are less expensive and 
with give-aw ay “perks” and d is­
counts. W e enjoyed good service, ex­
cellent meals and new , clean hotel 
room s, adobe-style architecture ad­
jo in ing Souix Indian Reservation. A 
new , grow ing, casino and we thank 
Rose Lewis o f  Euclid Pensioners Club 
for her hard w ork in planning this tour.

Stan and Jennie (my brother and 
wife) spent a couple o f weeks in 
Florida visiting their daughter and 
fam ily. Stella and Frank K ostick are 
home from Florida and ready to go 
som ewhere else. G oing on a cruise to 
London on the Queen Elizabeth are 
Ann and Charles T ercek, Stella Rupe, 
A lbina M rsnik and Rosem ary T oth , a 
first London Trip from K ollander’s. 
Grandson of Ann Tercek and son of

N ancy, Robert M ram or, a floral cul- 
turist, is going to D enm ark, H olland 
and G erm any with his superior (boss) 
o f a greenhouse to inquire and 
exam ine and learn European floral 
procedures o f seedlings. A nice oppor­
tunity to see Europe, too.

M ay all our m em bers and their 
friends enjoy their trips and come back 
to tell us about them . Take them be­
fore yo get too old to enjoy. We 
traveled 46 states. W e can still go to 
Colorado to visit with son, R oger and 
fam ily, as our granddaughters will be 
home from college and help make and 
bake poticas and strudels and eat 
hom e-grow n horseradish and C leve­
land klobase. Looking forward to our 
visit.

W e heartily w elcom e our new 
m em bers, nam ely, Tillie N osse, M itz 
M atko, Alice Signorelli, Charlotte 
C arlton, Florence Ross and Ann M arie 
Ryavec. Com e and see us som etim e 
so w e’ll know you. Have a Happy 
M em orial Day and enjoy the large 
Euclid Parade.

VERA ŠEBENIK

NO. 52, K ITZV ILLE, MN

First m eeting of the year was called 
to order by President, Rose Trom bly. 
A fter prayer, the M inutes o f the previ­
ous m eeting were approved. No com ­
munications were read. Since our last 
report in ZA R JA , Jessie Bunetto, 
A ngeline H rovat, G enevieve Zidarich

M A Y -JU N E , 1992 /37



and Josephine Politano joined their 
fam ilies in the “H eavenly K ingdom ” . 
M em bers o f the lodge, jo in tly , with 
the church groups, said the rosary. 
O ur sincere thanks to Dores M arino 
who led the rosary for G enevieve 
Zidarich and Ann Voiovich for saying 
the rosary for Josephine Politano. 
M em bers o f Br. 52 served the M em o­
rial Lunch for Gen Zidarich and 
Josephine Politano in clubroom s o f the 
Im m aculate Conception Church.

A m om ent o f  silence for all our re­
cent departed m em bers was held. 
They will be missed. To the fam ilies, 
our sincere sym pathy in the loss o f 
one so dear to you. M ay their souls 
and the souls o f all the faithful de­
parted, through the mercy o f G od, rest 
in peace.

To all our m em bers who have been 
ill or hospitalized that we were not 
aw are of, speedy recovery.

M eeting closed w ith prayer. H ope­
fully, with the w inter “blahs” over, 
we will have m ore in attendance at 
the m eetings to com e. On April 1st, 
we celebrated April Fools Day! We 
invited m em bers to  call our b luff and 
show up!

A fter gam es w ere played, door 
prize was won by A lice Baratto. All 
those present received a prize.

To those who have not paid their 
dues for 1992 and the $1 assessm ent, 
please mail them to Jennie Domenic 
Crea.

Hostesses were M ary T echar, F lor­
ence T echar, Frances Rapovich and 
Shirley Spinelli.

M ILD RED  BARBATO

N O . 54, W A R R EN , OH

O ur annual M other-D aughter Lunc­
heon will be on May 20th at 1 p .m . 
at the Elks, on Rt. 422. W e are hoping 
to have a good attendance. You will 
all be contacted for reservations. If 
you d o n ’t get a call, please get in touch 
with Jo K assan, 856-4539 . O ur Pres­
ident, Jo , has been ailing with a bad 
virus and hopefully she’ll be on the 
mend soon. W hen she misses all her 
social activities, you know that she’s 
not feeling well. G et well also to Frank 
and A ngela Kaferle w ho are ailing. 
Prayers are with you.

Vic Zuga had cataract surgery and 
is doing well. Congratulations to 
Helen G orsick, whose granddaughter, 
Laura is the top girl athlete at John F. 
Kennedy H .S. Looking forward to 
having our son, Phil, come home from

Taiw an, R .O .C . after being there on 
business for 8 m onths. He has cer­
tainly seen the world!

Happy Springtim e and M other’s 
D ay to all.

JO A N N E PO NIK VA R

N O . 57, N IL ES, OH

In the m onth o f M arch we opened 
the m eeting with a prayer -  16 m em ­
bers being present. A  lovely lunch was 
served to us by Frances Y erm an and 
Phyllis M uccio. It is nice to see such 
a good turnout at the m eetings and we 
really do enjoy an afternoon o f good 
food and good com pany. The m eeting 
was carried on as usual. All reports 
m ade. President read a letter from  the 
H om e O ffice. A gain we have to thank 
M imi Shirkm an for making crocheted 
sham rocks for all our m em bers and 
although she was unable to attend the 
m eeting, we all had her gift. W e com ­
pleted our plans our M other’s D ay, a 
party to  be held at Pau l’s in M cK inley 
H eights at 1 p .m . on M ay 12th. W e 
also have som e good news as M ary 
A nn Leonard becam e a grandm other 
for the first tim e and V iola L ogar be­
cam e a great grandm other. M ary 
A nn’s daughter, M ary Jo C alhoun had 
a beautiful baby girl on Jan. 7th and 
M ary A nn and her m other, V iola are 
both long tim e m em bers. C ongratula­
tions to all. I am sure she w ill be 
spoiled just a little ...!

In our M arch issue, we were sur­
prised to see a picture o f Frances M ol­
lis, one of our m em bers. She was the 
youngest attending a convention back 
in 1939. W e feel very honored and 
congratulate Frances on this rem em br­
ance.

O n the sick list we have M ary De 
C apua who had knee surgery and also 
V iola Logar was in the hospital after 
our m eeting. They are both at home 
recuperating and we wish them  speedy 
recoveries.

Spring is ju s t around the corner as 
I write but with all the snow we are 
having in M arch, we w onder...so , all 
you sick m em bers, hurry and get well 
and jo in  us when Spring finally does 
get here, for an afternoon o f good fun.

Birthdays celebrated in M arch were 
Carol A bdalla, Patricia Blair Rusk and 
N ancy Lam bart. O ur April lunch com ­
mittee: M arge M ollica and Julia Sher­
lock. Take care and stay healthy.

FRANCES STAN EC

N O . 71, ST R A B A N E, PA

W inter is a m em ory and spring is 
here. Hope it brings our mem bers 
good health.

On Feb. 12th, the Valentine M eet­
ing and social was held at St. Jerom e’s 
H om e in Strabane. A lthough it was a 
cold and snowy night the m em bers 
turned out to attend our organizational 
m eeting for the year. The m em bers 
voted to have m eetings and activities 
on the follow ing dates: M ay 14th, 
M other’s D ay, covered Dish Dinner; 
Septem ber 10th, Fall M eeting, Candy 
Sale and $1 W rapped G rab-bag; O c­
tober 8th, H allow een M eeting and 
G rocery G am e; D ecem ber 10th, 
C hristm as M eeting with the place to 
be announced. Please try to get in­
volved in the fun of these occasions.

W e were sorry to hear the past sec­
retary o f our branch for m any years 
is not feeling well. Lucy Sm ith is in 
our thoughts and prayers and would 
enjoy hearing from  her sisters in the 
lodge. A lso, Lucy K oklich is on our 
sick list and was m issed at the last 
meeting. G et w ell, to both Lucies!

C ongratulations to Rose Germov- 
sek, selected as M om o f the Y ear, 
1992. She certainly deserves this 
honor for being a loving M other and 
long-tim e m em ber o f our branch.

H appy birthday wishes to Patty, 
Peggy, M ary, M ary Jo and all m em ­
bers celebrating in M arch and April.

M ary Jo H artm an is now accepting 
dues for 1992 at the m eetings or at 
her hom e, 112 G raeser A ve., 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241. Please re­
m em ber the dollar dues increase per 
year when you write your check.

I hope I ’ll see you at the next m eet­
ing!

PEG GRICAR

NO . 73, W A R R EN SV ILL E , OH

Happy M other’s Day to the M om ’s, 
G randm a’s, m om s-to-be, and a very 
special rem em brance to all our M om ’s 
who are no longer with us. W e hope 
that those o f you who are fortunate 
enough to still have “M om ” (your 
ow n, or your in-law) with you, that 
you will take the time to visit, call, 
send a card. All m others deserve the 
honor that is given to them  for this 
one day. Just like C hristm as, everyday 
should be M other’s Day.

As the mailm an delivers your 
ZA R JA , we are probably headed in
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your direction, providing you live 
north o f Florida, and also providing 
that I have not made a wrong turn! 
W e wind down our stay here with a 
visit from our son over Easter. It has 
been a nice vacation even though the 
w eather has been far from what was 
expected. A real break in the routine 
was a recent visit 1 took to Tam pa 
when seventy-one o f  the alumni from 
our (northern) high school got together 
for a reunion. A very happy tim e, so 
glad to see so many fam iliar faces.

Get well wishes: To Rosemary 
Prazek who had to have surgery for a 
shoulder problem . W e know you have 
other health problem s, Rosem ary, and 
our prayers are for good health to re­
turn to you soon.

My Ohio informant tells me that 
Jennie Flisek (Regional President, 
P enna.) paid a visit to our area, staying 
at the D ay 's Inn where our convention 
was held. Sorry I could not have been 
there to enjoy the Polka w eekend. U n­
derstand that seven buses brought the 
groups in—terrific. Hope you enjoyed 
your stay.

A special congratulations to 
Josephine N ovak, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida who was chosen as our M other 
o f the Year. A few years ago Branch 
No. 73 initiated the program  of, start­
ing with the oldest m em ber, reserving 
this honor to those m em bers who in 
the past had not been recognized. 
Perhaps other branches would like to 
adopt the same policy. You will be 
amazed at the num ber o f years these 
ladies have been loyal, supportive 
members o f SWU and you will see 
how much joy this simple little act 
brings into their "golden years." Try 
it.

To all o f you who have celebrated 
birthdays and anniversaries, we send 
our best w ishes. If you would let us 
know about any special celebrations, 
we would be happy to include them 
in our report. All it takes is a phone 
call o r a short note. Please keep in 
touch.

Looking forward to "seeing” you 
soon.

Respectfully subm itted,
EVELYN A. M AJERCIK

NO. 79, E N U M C L A W , WA

Branch No. 79 held a m eeting on 
March 29th at the home o f A nnette 
Johnson. W e had a good turn-out and, 
as is usual for A nnette, the food was 
outstanding. W ere glad to have our 
new mem bers Teresa Erickson and

Steffie Van W ieringen attending and 
involved in our function.

O ur annual M other o f the Year 
plans are under way honoring Toni 
Kitna this year and is planned for May 
3rd at Johnn V ’s, 17051 SE 272nd, 
Kent. D etailed flyers will be mailed 
to all m em bers and since this is a major 
event o f the year, le t’s all try to attend.

O ur branch handled the food at the 
SNPJ No. 738 dance recently held at 
the VFW Hall in Enum claw  on a Sun­
day afternoon. W hat cooperation we 
had! Fran and Frances Potočnik both 
made delicious strudels, M onica 
Podolak was in charge o f the kitchen 
with Mary K ell, Anna M ae A nderson, 
Dorothy K ovacevich, Steffie Van 
W ierignen and Fran Potočnik helping 
for long hours. Kathy Vogel and her 
husband Kurt were in charge of the 
food tickets. Many thanks to all, our 
project was successful. All mem bers 
present helped in many ways.

So happy that our charter m em ber, 
A nna Faulk, is recovering from her 
surgery.

See you in M ay -  and hope the other 
branches throughout the country are 
enjoying as beautiful w eather as we 
have been.

MARY BRATOVICH

N O . 81, K E E W A T IN , MN

W eather for our M arch 25th m eet­
ing day was a bit sunny, plenty w indy, 
cool, and show ed wonderful signs of 
spring. Tulips and daffodils are peek­
ing further out o f the ground in my 
flow er bed.

Pres. Josie K apla opened the m eet­
ing w ith a prayer. M inutes were read. 
A discussion for M other’s Day Break­
fast was open for ideas. The gals de­
cided w e’d have the breakfast after 
the 8 o ’clock mass at the Keg and 
K ettle Restaurant on T hursday, April 
30th, to honor all our m em bers, Father 
W alter O ’C onnell, celebrant.

O ur own M ary Zevnick recently vi­
sited one o f our charter m em bers, Ann 
G eneral Prebeck at the Heritage N urs­
ing Hom e in Chisholm . Reports o f 
these visits rem ind us how much our 
friends look forward to seeing us.

Pres. K apla read a letter from our 
Regional pres. Jean Korsm an. The let­
ter was an invitation to all SW U m em ­
bers to m eet at the Rustic Rock Res­
taurant on W ed. April 22 at 1 p .m . 
Lunch and a short m eeting to discuss 
our “Four Y ear Plan” and a direction 
they w ould like M innesota to go, and 
lead m em bers on goals o f our founder,

M arie Prisland. W e hope to send a 
few m em bers to the m eeting.

Pres. K apla and husband, Louis re­
turned from  a month long vacation 
from O ahu, Hawaii on M arch 3. They 
stayed w ith the M inn, delegation at 
the Pogoda Terrace and enjoyed their 
fourth year vacationing there.

W hile the K apla’s were on vaca­
tion, Jo sie’s nam e was draw n by our 
local radio station W K KQ  and she 
w ould have a coffee Social at her 
hom e for 10 guests. Josie chose 11 
o ’clock, the morning o f our SWU 
m eeting to have the Social. A lso pre­
sent were tw o staff m em bers o f 
W K KQ . C offee, cookies, and some 
delicious Bran and Blueberry m uffins, 
made by Josie were served. Each guest 
could keep their own coffee mug as a 
g ift to take hom e. Tw o prizes were 
given; trivets made from sea shells 
from Hawaii. The two lucky winners 
were Verna Bardine and M innie De- 
Jarlais. Josie also received some gifts 
from the Station. W hat a pleasant time 
for a get-together that morning. 
T hanks, Josie.

One o f our dear m em bers, Josie 
Churack celebrated her 80th birthday 
M arch 14. H er children gave her a 
beautiful reception and luncheon for 
all her friends and relatives at the 
Senior Citizens C enter. Children, 
N iece’s, and nephews cam e back 
home and m et school mates from 20 
years back, and more! They all looked 
great -  especially Josie. She relishes 
every day o f life.

M ay you all enjoy blessed and 
healthful Spring Days.

M ARY M AROLT

N O . 85, D EPU E, IL

May brings mem ories o f May bas­
kets and M ay Pole dances. It is the 
beautiful month o f the Blessed Virgin. 
It doesn’t seem possible that one third 
o f the year is gone already.

O ur congratulations to Linda W id- 
m ar who was on the D ean’s List at 
the University o f Illinois. She is the 
daughter o f Caroline and John W id- 
mar.

W e would also like to congratulate 
Kathleen Lavrin, Help Desk Super­
visor at Loyola University Chicago 
M edical C enter who was selected as 
a national finalist for the 1992 Interna­
tional H elp Desk Excellence Award. 
This aw ard, given by the Help Desk 
Institute, honors individuals acting as 
resource personnel who have most en ­
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hanced the image o f  the Help Desk 
profession by setting and achieving 
the highest standard o f excellence in 
custom er support. The presentation 
was held in N ew  O rleans. Kathleen 
has been em ployed in the com puter 
service departm ent at Loyola for 31 
years and has been in the m anagerial 
field for 12 years. She is the daughter 
o f our auditor M ildred and John Lav­
rin.

W e recently had a Day o f Recollec­
tion at our church and the speaker was 
Fr. Bernard H orzen. W hat a w onder­
ful, gifted speaker he is. He holds the 
interest o f his audience and makes two 
hours seem  like two m inutes. How 
very fortunate and thankful we are to 
have him in our midst!

O ur m em ber, Josephine Slatner was 
recently a patient at the hospital, but 
is feeling better and back in Heritage 
Nursing Home in Peru. It would be 
nice to send her a card. M rs. S latner 
was 96 years old on M arch 16th.

W e extend our deepest sym pathy to 
M ary M aloney, one o f our m em bers 
who recently lost her brother, John 
Zugich, also to his w ife, M arjorie, 
daughters, Nancy and M arjorie. John 
was a very dear friend to all o f  us and 
we will miss him , too. He was always 
so interested in the Slovenian heritage 
and the DePue com m unity and kept 
abreast o f everything that was going 
on. John received his degree from the 
University o f Illinois school o f  Phar­
macy and his M aster’s in Public 
Health from  Yale U niversity. He was 
the Associate D irector o f  the 
sity o f M ichigan Hospital until 1975 
when he becam e D irector o f the 
N orthville State H ospital, retiring in 
1978. He was past president o f the 
A m erican Society of Hospital Phar­
macists and participated in numerous 
other activities. Eternal rest grant unto 
him , O Lord, and let the perpetual 
light shine upon him , and also, on our 
dear departed mem bers.

Happy Summer!
God bless!

M ARY JERM ENC

NO. 89, O G L E SB Y , IL

Here it is, M arch, and it w on 't be 
long until Easter will be here. Tim e 
really flies by so fast that you really 
wonder where it’s gone. “You never 
lose what you love, if you love what 
you lose"!

O ur March m eeting was well-at- 
tended. A short business m eeting was 
held. Barbara Sitar and Ange Nico are

'  scheduled for knee surgeries in the 
near future. O ur prayers are with them  
and we all hope their recoveries will 
be fast ones.

Em m a C asserly was hospitalized 
and is on the road to recovery. Elsa 
Zabavnek and her husband, Frank, 
celebrated their 54th W edding A n­
niversary on M arch 6th. H er daughter, 
A lice, and her husband, Joe Kernz 
were here from  Ohio to help them  cel­
ebrate. E lsa w ill be 92 years young in 
Sept. and Frank is 69.

An H eirloom  set o f Encyclopedia 
Britanica was presented to the O g­
lesby Public School System in m em ­
ory o f  Lyle M orrison ( 1906-1991), the 
late husband o f our m em ber, 
Josephine.

He was a Lab Technician at Lehigh 
Portland Cem ent Co. for 36 years. His 
strong belief in a good education was 
forem ost in his mind. It is with this 
thought that the fam ily, his w ife, 
Josephine, sons R obert, D ennis, 
D ouglas, and Lyle, dedicated the 
books to our local schools.

The sales o f  Pots and Pans C ook­
book is really doing well. A report 
was to be given at the April 13th m eet­
ing.

M ay you all have a happy 
springtime!

EUN ICE KOM ATER

N O . 95 , SO . C H IC A G O , IL

“ Happy Easter to you and your 
fam ilies!” were the closing w ords at 
our A pril m eeting. President, M illie 
Jam es also led our group in prayer for 
the souls o f  deceased m em bers, Marge 
Innis and Lucille Sarich. O ur sym ­
pathy to their fam ilies.

Secretary, Frances Benkovich read 
the letter from  new ly-elected Regional 
President o f  Illinois-Indiana, Romain 
O ’Brien, extending her cooperation to 
our branch.

G reetings were sent to the mem bers 
by M ary Barcevac from Texas and 
suburbanite Tillie M artin. M ary re­
cently had cataract surgery. A lso on 
the s ic k J ia t is M ary C. Perkovich, 
w ho is still limping follow ing foot 
surgery.

O ur sadest news was that Marge 
O ’C onnor lost part o f her leg due to 
diabetes. She is undergoing physical 
'therapy at Ingals Hospital now. We 
are all pulling for you, M arge! God 
bless you.

Bernice Bubel won the free dues 
for the year. Split the Pot w inners were 
Marge N iksich and Eleanor Bandera.

O ther lucky ones w ere Charlotte 
Fryza, M anda D osen, M arcie K ress, 
M ary A. Perkovich, Lottie Brkljacic, 
Evelyn D riscoll and H elen Alb.

M any thanks to our hostesses, 
M anda D osen, M arge K rm potic, Janet 
V ersich, M ary Brozynski and Marge 
N iksich.

M ARIE M ARAS

N O . 102, W IL L A R D , WI

G reetings from  N orthern W iscon­
sin!

M arch w eather has been quite typ­
ical, teasingly w arm , sunny days, then 
a surprise soft and fluffy 10 inch snow ­
fall, and again, robins in full force!

The vacationers are back from 
Texas. The change from w inter to im ­
m ediate sum m er was rather sudden 
and vice versa. O ur drive from  Ft. 
W orth to San A ntonio was interesting. 
Old M issions, the A lam o, the San A n­
tonio R iver W alk, and boat rides thru 
the city , was very im pressive. 
Everyone was preparing for Mardi 
G ras at that tim e. The Frank G oveks 
should be back soon after w intering 
in the south. The Frank Pakizes made 
a fast w eekend trip to Florida.

Confirm ation was celebrated in our 
parish on M arch 23rd. Bishop John 
Paul o f LaCrosse presided along with 
5 area priests. There were 19 young 
high school students confirm ed.

O ur com m unity lost its pillar o f the 
pioneering era with the death o f John 
Snedic, a w ell-know n, kindly man 
who instigated many projects for re­
taining our Slovenian heritage, lan­
guage and traditions in these parts. He 
was president o f  our “Slovenska 
Družba” since its beginning in 1975. 
He was a self-educated artist, botK in 
painting and wood carving, leaving 
many m em entos with fam ily and 
friends. A lso, the neighboring town 
o f G reenw ood w on’t forget him  as he 
once serve there as A lderm an and 
M ayor. He and his w ife, Ann retired 
to a small farm with their son, Bill. 
It was a quiet valley betw een the few 
hills we have here in W illard and he 
named it “M irna dolina” . It was just 
that. He died peacefully at age 81 on 
March 23rd, in the area he loved. He 
was buried at Holy Fam ily Cem etery 
where many o f  the original, hard­
working Slovenian pioneers rest. O ur 
sincerest condolences to all his family.

A nother parishioner is gone. Doris 
C esarec went to her eternal rew ard on 
March 14th. John Rakovec, a form er
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DATES TO REMEMBER

May 2 - MOTHER’S DAY LUNCHEON, Br. 47, Garfield Hts., OH at 
Quinn’s Restaurant, Solon, 1 p.m.

May 3 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR DINNER, Br. 19, Eveleth, MN, at 
Amanda’s Restaurant.

May 3 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR PARTY, Br. 79, Enumclaw, WA at 
John V’s, Kent.

May 3 - PLANT SALE, Br. 102, Willard, WI, 1 p.m.
May 5 - MOTHERS DAY DINNER, Br. 14, Euclid, OH, 6 p.m. Call 

Vera Bajec 481-7473.
May 6 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR DINNER, Br. 17, West Allis, WI 

at Kegel’s Inn at noon.
May 6 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR PENNY SOCIAL, Br. 33, Duluth, 

MN
May 11 - MOTHER’S DAY BANQUET, Br. 89, Oglesby, IL
May 12 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR PARTY, Br. 42, Maple Hts., OH
May 12 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR PARTY. Br. 57, Niles, OH at Paul's 

in McKinley Hts., 1 p.m.
May 13 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR LUNCHEON, Br. 43, Milwaukee, 

WI at Eleanor’s, Greendale, 12:15.
May 14 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR PARTY, Br. 2, Chicago, IL
May 14 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR PARTY, Br. 5, Indianapolis, IN
May 14 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR DINNER, Br. 16, So. Chicago, IL 

at Golden Shell Restaurant, 6 p.m. Call Gladys or Edna for 
reservations.

May 14 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR DINNER, Br. 50, Euclid, OH at 
Sterle’s Slovenian Restaurant, 1 p.m.

May 14 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR COVERED DISH DINNER, Br. 71, 
Strabane, PA

May 15 - MOTHER-DAUGHTER LUNCHEON, Br. 54, Warren, OH at 
the Elks, Rt. 422, 1 p.m.

May 16 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR PARTY, Br. 105, Detroit, MI
May 17 - MOTHER’S DAY MASS & BREAKFAST, Br. 1, Sheboygan, 

WI, 8:30 a.m.
May 17 - MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH, Br. 13, San Francisco, CA at the 

Marriot.
May 18 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR PARTY, Br. 1, Sheboygan, WI
May 20 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR PARTY, Br. 10, Cleveland, OH
May 20 - MOTHER-WOMAN OF THE YEAR DINNER, Br. 20, Joliet, 

IL at St. Joseph’s Park, 6:30 p.m.
May 20 - MOTHER OF THE YEAR DINNER, Br. 32, Euclid, OH
May 20 - MOTHER-DAUGHTER LUNCHEON, Br. 54, Warren, OH at

Elks Club, Rt. 422.

W illard resident, died M arch 24th in 
the nearby town o f Loyal. M ay they 
all rest in peace.

O ur prayers and good wishes to all 
our many shut-ins and to those who 
care for them ; also, for Bill Boh, hus­
band of our V ice-President, Ann.

Sincerest birthday wishes to our 
long-tim e m em ber, Donnell W olf, 
who celebrated her 80th birthday on 
St. Patrick’s Day. H er daughter, Judy, 
cam e from Ithaca, NY, in between 
snow storm s, to help her celebrate 
along with the Slovenian Singers and 
her friends at our fam ous North 
M ound establishm ent. W e wish her | 
many more years, she’s a great gal! | 

May brings us M other’s Day and 1 
plans to be m ade for our M other o f 
the Y ear dinner and also, many gradu­
ations. Best w ishes to all.

M A RY  STAUT

NO. 103, W A SH IN G T O N , D .C .

O ur m eeting convened on M arch 8. 
Since we did not have a m eeting in 
February, there were many things to 
be discussed regarding plans for the 
com ing m onths. This was a very pro­
ductive m eeting in making plans for 
our anticipated activities. D etails, o f 
course, will be reported as they be­
com e final.

As spring is alm ost here, many of 
us are thinking about vacations; how ­
ever, in the case o f  this report, I en ­
joyed mine in February. O ur m em ber, 
Irene O dorizzi, planned a super vaca­
tion in the H awaiian Islands for her­
self, her husband K en, K en 's  father, 
and me. W e flew to the Island o f 
O ahu, arriving in H onolulu where we 
spent a couple days visiting places o f  
interest, including the Dole Pineapple 
factory, Bishop M useum , Polynesian 
Cultural C enter, and Pearl Harbor. 
This was very touching for me as my 
brother, T ony, was a Naval O fficer 
on the USS California during the at­
tack. He was in charge of evacuation 
o f the ship. A fter the last rescue boat 
left for shore, he and a seam an were 
the only ones left on board. W ith the 
burning oil in the w ater beginning to 
surround the ship, there was no alter­
native but to dive into the w ater and 
swim to shore. M iraculously, they 
survived. W e visited the USS A rizona 
M em orial which is built directly over 
the sunken ship, and the rusted re­
mains could be seen. W e then boarded 
the Cruise Ship Independence, which 
was to be our home for the entire 
Cruise and would take us to the vari­

ous islands. In addition to O A H U , we 
visited K auai, Hawaii (the largest o f 
the islands), and M aui. W e took tours 
on all these islands which are too 
numerous to describe here; how ever, 
I m ust m ention the Subm arine trip 
which took us down 105 feet where 
we viewed the schools o f tropical fish 
which were following the subm arine; 
the divers feeding the fish, and coral 
all over the bottom  o f the ocean. We 
landed on the sandy sea bed before 
rising back to the top. The next day 
we had a H elicopter tour which was 
very exciting. W e had a perfect view 
o f the vast area o f dark lava from vol­
canic activity over the past few years.

We flew over the crater o f the volcano 
and gazed into the pit where lava was 
still burning, then to the other side 
where molten burning lava was spew ­
ing from a large fissure.

O f course, if one chose to stay on 
the ship, there were many activities 
to keep one busy the entire day. Irene 
did an outstanding job  o f scheduling 
this entire trip. In July 1900, she also 
planned the Cruise we all took to 
A laska —  that, also, was a memorable 
trip which took us to G lacier Bay, a 
helicopter trip to the top o f the glaciers 
where we stepped out and walked —  
quite a frightening experience; and 
many more exciting experiences. Both
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Slovenian Women’s Union Branch 103 
P I C N I C

D ear Friends and Families:
You are cordially invited to jo in  us for our annual M other/W om an o f the 

year celebration on Sunday, M ay 31, 1992. This year we will move the party 
outdoors to beautiful, scenic Lake N eedwood at Rock Creek Regional Park in 
Rockville, M d.

M other’s Day Program  -  Sunday, M ay 31, 1992

12:00 -  1:30 — Picnic Brunch  
1:00 -  2:00 —  Slovenians Artists Display 
1:30 -  2:00 — Gam es 
2:00 -  2:30 —  N ature Hike
2:30 -  3:30 — Needwood Queen Boat C ruise/Boat Rental 
4:00 — O utdoor Folk M ass

O ur central m eeting area for the day will be Picnic Area # 1 .  Once you 
enter Rock Creek Regional Park, look for the SW U signs pointing to Picnic 
Area 1. A m ple free parking is available about 200 yards from this picnic area. 
Artists, Estelle Zorm an-M cG ucken and M arie K ačič-Robinson will display 
their work in the early afternoon. There will be prizes and games with a 
“Slovenian them e” , and a Slovenian language nature hike for the children. We 
will take a cruise on the N eedwood Q ueen, an outboard powered pontoon boat 
with the flair o f a M ississippi sternw heeler. For those more am bitious, row 
boats, pedal boats and canoes may be rented. As our day draws to a close, 
we will celebrate mass together and sing Slovenian hym ns. This year the 
M other o f the Y ear chosen to be honored is M rs. Mimi M ejač.

As in previous years, m em bers o f Branch 103 will provide a variety o f 
hom em ade Slovenian style food. You are encouraged to bring your own cooler 
and soft drinks, as they will not be provided. Alcoholic beverages are not 
allowed in the park. There is a snack bar in the Boat Shop near Picnic Area 
1 that serves fast food, ice cream  and soft drinks. If you w ish, you may bring 
m eat to cook on the grill; the picnic area provides grills.

Please call or inform Freda M ichelitch, 7 0 3 -759 -2430  or Bernadette 
Kovačič, 301-989-4643  by M ay 28 if you plan to attend the M other's Day 
celebration. Thank you! Any further questions may be directed to Freda or 
Bernadette.

Sincerely,
Bernadette J. Kovačič,

Program  Chairperson

of these cruises were outstanding —  
and im possible to com pare because 
they were so different —  but both 
cruises were excellent, leaving me 
with many fond m em ories. Thanks 
again, Irene.

Happy vacation to all!
M A TILDA  AUSICH

SWU Membership Campaign

S LOVENIANS 
W e ’re 
U nited!

Campaign Phase II is now on!

REMEMBER JOE ANCEL’S 
ADMONITIONS TO US 

LAST MONTH?
Our delicate earth is under great 

stress and Joe has rem inded us of 
the need to do our part to save its 
resources. In his last article he 
stated that we should consider the 
w orld's depleting oil supply. He 
wishes to correct two statistics as 
follows: The lifestyle under which  
we A m ericans live consum es 25%  
(not one-third) o f the w orld’s re­
sources although we are only 5%  
(not one-sixth) o f the w orld's popu­
lation. W e hope Joe will favor us 
with m ore inform ation in the fu­
ture. Ed.

ATTENTION SENIORS...
OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU 

IN WYOMING

at Yellowstone National Park

Do you enjoy seeing new places and 
meeting new people? Are you interested 
in a summer adventure o f exploration 
and of meeting new faces, making new 
friends... or are you retired and looking 
for a change in the everyday routine...or 
would you just like to earn a little salary 
as you fulfill these wishes?

If you answered “yes” to any of these 
questions, you might wish to consider 
spending a summer in Yellowstone Na­
tional Park as an employee of Hamilton 
Stores.

Hamilton Stores Inc. founded in 
1915, operates the general stores and 
photo shops in Yellowstone within a 
grand loop of 215 miles.

Age Requirement: Usually the re­
tirees are in their later fifties or sixties. 
Some are older.

Working Season: April I to the end 
of October although the majority of the 
employees are needed from May thru 
mid-Sept. Applicants who can stay 
longer receive first consideration.

Work Week: There is a seven or eight 
hour day, five days a week with two 
consecutive days off which allows en­
joyment o f Yellowstone and surround­
ing areas. Married couples are given the 
same working schedule including lunch 
hour and days off.

Starting Salary. The pay scale begins 
at S4.25 per hour. The starting pay for 
specialized positions as cooks, auditors 
etc. are determined by the responsibility 
involved.

Living accommodations: Most em­
ployees room & board. There is a $8.25 
per day charge ($5.75) meals and $2.50 
room) which is deducted from the 
paycheck. For those who have travel 
trailers (married couples only) travel 
sites are allowed.

Positions available: Sales clerks. 
Roving Clerks, grocery stock clerks, 
checkers, food service clerks, fountain 
grill cooks, custodians, auditors, 
cashiers, first and assistance cooks, 
photo processors, dining room assis­
tants, kitchen or fountain maintenance, 
dormitory managers, security guards, 
maintenance workers, store setup crew 
and distribution center workers.

Write to: (April 1 to Nov. 1 ) - Hamil­
ton Stores, Inc., Personnel Dept., P.O. 
Box 250, West. Yellowstone, MT 
59758, (406) 646-7325. (Nov. I to 
April 1 ) -  1800 W. Koch # 6 . Bozeman, 
MT 59715. (406) 587-2208.

1 had occasion to speak with many 
retired employees who spoke highly of 
this opportunity and have come back 
yearly. I decided to share this adventure 
with the ZARJA readers so this year you 
could be one of the happy faces at Yel­
lowstone. Happy Summertime!

Irene M. Odorizzi, 
Heritage Director
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HERMINE PRISLAND DICKE 
3717 COUNCIL CREST 
MADISON, Wl 53711

PotS and
Pans

For this May issue, it is heartw arm ­
ing to offer a m other’s potica recipe 
subm itted by her son. M ary (Rosič) 
Rojic, deceased and form er mem ber 
o f Br. No. 20, lived in Elm hurst, IL. 
She im migrated from O sek, Slovenia 
where potica is called "habanca". Her 
son. Leo W . Rojic o f Bloom ingdale, 
IL com piled the M ARY R O S IČ S  
W A LN UT AND RAISIN 
HABANCA (PO TICA) recipe, for all 
o f us to enjoy.

Carita G irm an, our Scholarship D i­
rector, would like to have you try her 
BUSTER BAR DESSERT.

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY 
Affectionately,

Hermine

&
1

BUSTER BAR DESSERT

42 ore« cookies 
l;4 cup melted margarine 

gallon vanilla ice cream, 
softened

1 ja r  chocolate fudge topping
1 cup Spanish peanuts
1 carton (8 ounces)

whipped topping

Crush cookies and mix with melted mar­
garine. Spread evenly in bottom of 9" x 13" 
pan, reserving S  cup of crumb mixture. 
Spread softened ice cream over crumbs. 
Place in freezer until firm. Spread fudge top­
ping, peanuts, whipped topping, then re­
maining mixture. Freeze until firm.

MARY ROSIC’S WALNUT & 
RAISIN HABANCA (POTICA)

2 15-ounce boxes of white or dark raisins (or 1 of each) soaked 4 or more 
hours in liqueur, wine, brandy, sherry or rum. (Soak preferably over­
night).

8 cups Hour 2/.< cup water (110o-120oF)
1 ounce dry yeast ! / 2 pound butter (2 sticks)

(4pk ts.-1/4 0unce) l ; 2 cup sugar (granulated)
1 tablespoon sugar l ! / 2 cups sour cream

(granulated) 1 tablespoon vanilla
2 l l i teaspoon salt 4 eggs, unbeaten

1. Sift flour into bowl and make a well in the center.
2. Add yeast, sugar, salt and warm water. Stir water/yeast mixture with a fork, 

do no mix into flour. Let stand until yeast foams.
3. Combine melted butter, sugar, sour cream, vanilla and eggs. Mix until 

blended and add to foamed yeast mixture.
4. Stir flour and yeast mixture until thoroughly blended, (do not knead at this 

point).
Cover and let rise in a warm place ( l .- hour or more).

5. Time to drain the raisins and begin preparing the fdling.

Filling
pound butter (2 sticks) 2 pounds w alnuts (minced)

3 cups bread crumbs ■'4 cup dark brown sugar
2 tablespoons lemon peel 1 cup sugar (granulated)

(bottled) I 1': cups sour cream
’'4 teaspoon allspice 1 tablespoon vanilla

teaspoon nutmeg 6 egg yolks, unbeaten
2 tablespoons cinnamon 6 egg whites (beaten stiff)

Note: Pecans, almonds or nut mixtures of your choice may be substituted for 
the walnuts.

6. In a 6 to 8-quart pot, saute the bread crumbs in 11 pound butter, for about 
10 minutes, stir frequently. Add the lemon peel, allspice, nutmeg, cinnamon and 
walnuts, stirring often for 10 more minutes. Remove from heat and mix in the drained 
raisins.

7. On a floured board knead dough 8 to 10 minutes or until smooth and plastic.
8. Grease a bowl, add the dough and turn dough to grease the top. Cover, let 

rise at least 1: hour until dough doubles in size.
9. In a 3-quart bowl combine the brown and granulated sugars. Stir in the sour 

cream, vanilla, egg yolks and mix until blended. Fold in beaten egg whites.
10. On a large lightly floured surface, roll out dough to about a 26" x 48" size.
11. Spread the sour cream/egg mixture evenly over the entire surface.
12. Spread the crumb/walnut/raisin mixture evenly over entire surface.
13. On wider side, tightly roll the dough as for a jelly roll.
14. Seal edges by moistening with water or preferably brush on some beaten 

egg mixture.
15. Place the entire roll around the outer edge of a large greased cookie sheet, 

or with the edge of a plate cut to lengths of baking pans. If cut, seal ends and place 
in greased pans.

16. Cover and let rise for 30 to 45 minutes. Preheat oven to 350°.
17. Before placing in the oven, prick all the way through with a long tined 

fork every 4 to 6 inches and brush entire top with a beaten egg just before placing 
in the oven.

18. Bake at 350° for 45 to 60 minutes or until; light to medium brown in color.
19. Remove from oven and let set in the pans placed over wire racks for about 

15 minutes.
20. Remove from pans and place on wire racks to cool. DELICIOUS!
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D O P I S I  I
ŠT. 10, CLEVELAND, OH

P o  n o v e m  letu, 18 m a r c a  s m o  
imeli d r u g o  s e jo  pri n aš i  p o d r u ž ­
nici. Š e  ka r  p r e c e j  č la n ic  je  prišlo  
n a  s e jo  -  p o  številu  22. veliko 
d ru g ih  s e m  š e  p o g r e š a l a .  S e ja  s e  
je  vršila z raz l ično  o b ra v n a v o ,  o b ­
raču n i  in p ro ra č u n i  š e  o d  p r e ­
te k l e g a  in s e d a n j e g a  leta. Kot s e m  
v id e la  n a š o  p r e d s e d n i c o ,  s e  je 
p o ču t i la  p r e c e j  s l a b o .  V s e e n o  
im a m o  v s a k o  toliko m a lo  r a z v e d ­
rila, ko s e  s n i d e m o  sk u p a j ,  m a lo  
p o k le p e t a m o ,  m a lo  s e  n a s m e je m o  
in č a s  g r e  hitro n ap re j .  O d b o r  s o  
m a lo  sp rem e n il i ,  p o d p r e d s e d n i c a  
je g o s p a  Štefi Koncilja  Sfiligoj, č e  
s e  n is e m  zm otila  in n je n a  h č e r k a  
je ta jn ic a  in b la g a jn ič a r k a  pri n aš i  
p o d ružn ic i .

V se m  sk u p a j ,  novim  o d b o r ­
n ic a m  č e s t i t a m o ,  že l im o  d a  bi 
z v e s to  in le p o  vod ile  sv o je  d e lo  š e  
v n ap re j .  Im a m o  p a  tudi v e č  bolnih 
č lan ic ,  ki s o  bile ž e  s e d a j  p o  n o v e m  
letu v b o ln icah .  P a rk ra t  je  bila 
g o s p a  Rozi Mikulič, Meri K ra n c a r  
je s e d a j  ž e  n eka j č a s a  v 
s t a r o s t n e m  d o m u  n a  2 0 0  št. G o s p a  
Mili N ov ak  je bila tudi p a r  dni v 
bolnišnici.  Ima l e p a  leta, v m aju  bo  
spo ln i la  91. rojstni d a n  in š e  v e d n o  
r a d a  d e l a  d o m a č e  n u d e lc e .  Bolni 
č lanic i s t a  tudi G o s p a  V eronika  
G e r ič  in g o s p a  T ro b en ta r .

D a n e s  ko to  p i š e m  s e  s p o m in ­
jam  n a  v s e  b o ln e  č l a n i c e  in k a te r e  
s o  n a s  z a p u s t i l e .  Ko je p ra zn ik  sv. 
J o ž e f a  želim  v s e  s k u p a j  š e  l ju b e g a  
zd rav ja ,  p o s e b n o  p a  tistim, ki 
im ajo  ro js tn e  d n e v e  in tistim, ki 
p r a z n u je te  v a š  lepi g o d o v n i  d a n ,  
želim š e  veliko zd ra v ja ,  veliko 
zado vo ljn ih  let m e d  nam i in svojimi 
d rag im i .

H vala  č la n ic a m ,  d a  s o  s e  po t-  
| rudile z a  p r ig r ize k  in kek. G o s p e j  
, F ay  Moro in s e s t r a  L e n a s i  s t a  8. 

m a r c a  p r a z n o v a l e  ro js tne  d n e v e .  
P rav  l e p e  i s k re n e  č e s t i tk e  in l e p a  
h v a la  z a  njihovo d o b r o  voljo, trud  
in p o s t r e ž b o .

Imeli s m o  tudi ž r e b a n je ,  z a d e l a  
s e m  tudi jaz  m a jh n o  škatlico , 
z a d e l a  s e m  č o k o la d o ,  m e  je š k a t ­
lica z a d e l a ,  n e  jaz  njo. N a z a d n je  
s o  s e  p a  š e  to  sp o m n ile ,  d a  s o  m e  
v taknile  z a  M ate r  leta, č e p r a v  s e m  
s e  o te p a l a ,  p a  s o  le trdile, d a

m o r a m  sp re je t i .  No p a  v s e e n o  le p a  
h v a la  v s e m  z a  v se .

P rib ližala  s e  je  ž e  p o m la d ,  20. 
m a r c a ,  n ev e r je tn o ,  s inoč i je  p a  
s n e g  p a d a l ,  d a  s e  ni e n  č a s  nič  
videlo . O k ro g  h iš e  s o  p a  ž e  p o m ­
la d a n s k e  ro ž ice  c v e te le  in mali beli 
zvon čk i  s o  ž e  naznan ja l i ,  d a  s e  
b liža  p o m la d .  Im a m o  p a  š e  e n  
m e s e c  dn i d o  V elikonočnih  p r a z ­
nikov in že lim  v a m  z a r e s  s r e č n e ,  
v e s e l e  in do s t i  p irhov  te r  d o b r ih  
po tic  d a  bi im'ele.

Naj v a m  š e  s p o ro č im ,  d a  je 
g o s p a  Meri K om idar ,  ki živi ž e  v e č  
let v s t a r o s t n e m  d o m u ,  p r a z n o v a la  
104. le ta  -  s ta ro s tn i  d o m  Neff Rd. 
L e p o  s o  proslavili n jen  rojstni d a n .  
P rišla  je  s k u p i n a  m u z ik an to v  njej 
igrat,  n im a m  p a  točn ih  p o d a tk o v  
k d o  s o  bili.

B om  k o n č a la  z a  d a n e s ,  p a  p u s ­
tila m a lo  š e  z a  d ru g ič .  B od ite  le p o  
p o z d ra v l j e n e  d o  d r u g e  se je .  n e  
s m e m  p oza b i t i  ka r  m e  je p ros i la  
p r e d s e d n i c a ,  d a  k a te r e  n is te  
p la č a le  č la n a r in e ,  d a  to  p o r a v n a t e  
takoj, ke r  p o  treh  m e s e c i h  n a s  iz­
b r i š e  v en  iz d ru š tv a ,  tak o  mi je 
n a ro č e n o .  Torej pohitite, d a  n e  
z a m u d i te ,  ke r  je  š k o d a ,  d a  s te  
d o lg o  let p l a č e v a l e  in d a  bi s e d a j  
izgubile .

Ko je n a s to p i l a  p o m la d ,  s m o  s e  
je razveseli li.  P a  n a m  je č e z  p a r  
dni ob rn i la  h rb e t  in z o p e t  p o s l a la  
belih  s n e ž in k  n a  zem ljo . 27. m a r c a  
je tak o  sn e ž i lo  kot d a  bi s a m e  c u n je  
trgali g o r  in jih metali  dol. P a  s e  je 
s o n c e  p r ism e ja lo ,  s n e g  je izginil, 
s a m o  m a lo  m rzlo  je š e  p o s ta lo .  P a  
naj s u š e č  o p rav i  sv o je  s e d a j ,  ko je 
č a s  z a  to.

Naj v a m  n a z n a n im  tudi e n o  
ž a lo s tn o  novico ,  z o p e t  n a s  je 
z a p u s t i l a  e n a  n a š a  d o lg o le tn a  
č la n ic a ,  s t a r a  8 8  let -  J a n i  Batič. 
P o g r e b  je bil v s o b o t o  28. m a r c a .  
Tudi n jen  m o ž  je d o č a k a l  lepo  
s ta ro s t ,  p r e k o  9 0  let. N a  s t a r a  leta 
s o  m u  o d reza l i  o b e  nogi,  ke r  je imel 
s la d k o rn o  b o le z e n .  G o s p a  J a n i  g a  
je lep o  s t r e g la  in im ela  v s e  n e v e r ­
je tno  č is to  pri njeni visoki s tarost i .  
O b a  s t a  bila u s tano v ite l ja  p e v s ­
k e g a  d r u š tv a  “Lilija". Njen m o ž  
Henrik je d e la l  v C o linw oodsk i  
O p e k a rn i  (ceg la rn i ) .

K akor s e m  s l iša la  o d  d ru g ih  in

s a m e  g o s p e  Jan i ,  d a  s t a  veliko 
p o m a g a l a  pri g rad n j i  S lo v e n s k e g a  
D o m a  n a  H o lm e s  in m o ž  d a  je bil 
p o so d i l  š e  n ek a j  d e n a r j a  z a  
g ra d n jo .  Tudi o n a  d v a  s t a  im ela  
z id a n o  h išo  n e  d a l e č  o d  S lo v e n s ­
k e g a  D o m a .  D a  s t a  bila d o b r o  o b a  
z n a n a  in p o z n a n a  m e d  s o s e d i  in 
prijatelji je  p o k a z a l  n jen  p o g r e b .  
U de lež i lo  s e  g a  je ka r  p r e c e j  ljudi. 
Š e  p r e d n o  s o  jo pripeljali v c e rk e v  
je bilo 7 0  ljudi pri molitvi r o ž n e g a  
v e n c a .  Tudi v p o g r e b n e m  z a v o d u  
je bilo veliko prijateljev, ki s o  s e  
poslovili o d  nje. Bila je  p a r k a r a t  v 
bolnišnici,  š e  p o  N o v e m  letu, n a  
d a n  25 .  m a r c a  -  Marijino O z n a n ­
jen je ,  o b  11. uri d o p o l d n e  p a  je 
m irno  in z a  v e d n o  z a s p a l a  v 
n a ro č ju  sv o je  ljubljene h č e rk e .  Naj 
jima b o  la h k a  zem l ja  v tukajšnji 
dom ovin i,  njej in n je n e m u  m ožu .  
B og  naj jim a ob ilo  p o p l a č a  z a  v e s  
t rud  in po ž rtv o v a ln o s t ,  k a r  s t a  
s torila  z a  sv o je  prijatelje in svoj 
n a ro d .  O b a  s t a  bila d o b r a  p e v c a ,  
s e d a j  jim a p a  b o d o  ptički p rep ev a l i  
n a  božji njivici m elod ije .  Njeni 
hče rk i  in v se j  ostali  družin i p a  v 
im en u  n a š e  p o d ru ž n ic e ,  n a š e  
g lo b o k o  so ž a l je  o b  izgubi d r a g e  
m a m e  in o č e ta .

T. FERRACCIOLI

ŠT. 68, FAIRPORT HRB., OH

Bili s m o  v u p a n ju  v teh  so lčn ih  
d n e h ,  s e v e d e  p r e z g o d a j ,  d a  bi bilo 
z im e  k o n e c .  D a n e s ,  ko to  p i š e m  v 
z g o d n e m  jutru s e  je p re g rn i la  b e la  
o d e ja ,  ž e  p o  oze ljen ih  vrtovih in 
n a m  p re p r e č i l a  n a š e  v e se l je .  V 
za tiš ju  o k ro g  hiš, s o  ž e  p r ikukale  
s p o m l a d a n s k e  č e b u ln i c e ,  tulipani, 
h a jac in te ,  narc is i  z  d rob n im i belimi 
cvetk i n a m  b o d o  km alu  z a  zvonili 
zvon čk i  in oznazn ja l i  v e s e lo  p o m ­
lad.

P tice  se l ivke  s o  s e  ž e  vrnile iz 
južnih  kra jev  in n a m  p r in e s le  p o z ­
d r a v e  iz d a ln e  Californije o d  n a š ih  
pri jateljev. Skozi o k n o  o p a z u je m ,  
k ak o  si iz p o d  s n e g a  iš če jo  h ran o ,  
in tudi ž e  p ro s to r  z a  g n e z d a .  In kot 
v s a k o  leto, tudi le to s  p r e d  n a š o  
hišo, s p r e d a j  v p o d s t r e š k u ,  s e  ta m  
zvali kakih p e t  m lad ičev ,  kateri 
n a m  v pole t ju  žvrgolijo, kod  
C elovšk i Jodlarji .

To leto s o  f e d e r a ln e  volitve, s m o  
v u p a n ju ,  d a  s e  b o  A m erika, p r e d  
volitvami usmilila S lovenije  in 
H rv ašk e ,  in ju p r izn a la  kot s a m o s ­
tojni n eo d v isn i  d ržav i  v EVROPSKI 
skup in i n a ro d o v .
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Slovenska ženska z veza... malo drugače
Njena politika tem elji na krščanskem  

razum evanju človeka

V soboto, 14. m arca, je  bil v dvorani občine Ljubl- 
jana-V lč ustanovni zbor slovenske ženske zveze. U deležilo 
se ga je  okoli 70 delegatk iz različnih krajev Slovenije in 
v celoti podprlo pobude iniciativnega odbora, ki je  nastal 
v okviru SKD. U stanovnega zbora so se udeležile tudi 
gostje -  predstavnica podobne ženske zveze iz A vstrije in 
H rvaške, precej pa je  bilo tudi gostov -  podpredsednik 
SKD Franc M iklavčič, m inister Izidor Rejc, predstavniki 
ljubljanskega D em osa in še kdo.

Slovenska ženska zveza združuje ženske iz vseh druž­
benih slojev, ki sprejem ajo program  Slovenskih krščanskih 
dem okratov, čeprav niso nujno članice stranke, in želijo 
prispevati k oblikovanju politike, ki temelji na krščansko 
dem okratičnih načelih. Zveza bo slovenske ženske 
politično ozaveščala in izobraževala. Z njeno pom očjo 
bodo ženske laže dosegle enakovredno vlogo v javnosti, 
partnersko sodelovanje in imele večje možnosti za njihovo 
uresničitev zunaj dom a. S pom očjo zveze bodo laže vpl­
ivale na družbene sprem em be. Preveč ljudi je  danes pasiv­
nih, med njimi vladata črnoglednost in malodušje. Naloga 
zveze bo širiti optim izem , upanje in voljo do dela tudi na 
družbenem  in političnem področju. V novem slovenskem 
parlam entu m ora biti veliko več žensk. Slišali smo tudi, 
da bi se tudi Cerkvi na Slovenskem  slabo pisalo, če bi jo  
ženska zapustile.

Zveza se bo zavezem ala tudi za to, da bi nekatere 
ženske dobile priznanje za veliko delo, ki so ga ves čas 
odgovorno opravljale, pa tega družba ni znala ceniti. 
Posebej so bile om enjene redovnice, ki tudi na socialnem

področju naredijo toliko dobrega, pa za to družba niti ne 
ve, kaj da bi se jim  prim erno zahvalila. V preteklosti so 
jim  celo prepovedali opravljati njihovo človekoljubno delo. 
Tudi te krivice bo potrebno popraviti.

Na zboru so zbrane ženske po obširnem  pogovoru 
sprejele program in statut Slovenske ženske zveze in iz­
volile njeno vodstvo. Prva predsednica zveze je  Milica 
Sturm , diplom irana pravnica iz L jubljane. Na tiskovni kon­
ferenci po ustanovnem  zboru je  predstavila delo zveze 
dom a in njeno povezanost s podobnim i ženskimi or­
ganizacijam i v tujini.

Politika zveze bo tem eljila na duhovnem  izročilu 
krščanstva in na krščanskem  razum evanju človeka. 
K rščansko pojm ovanje človeka bo tista podlaga, na kateri 
bodo vzpostavile sodelovanje med verujočim i in 
neverujočim i. Zavzem ale se bodo za svobodo posam eznika 
v okviru krščanskih načel, za solidarnost in pravičnost kot 
tem eljne vrednote civilizirane družbe in pravne države. 
Zavzem ale se bodo za človeka in za njegove neodtujljive 
pravice, zavračale pa vse nauke, oblike in načine, ki iz­
krivljajo svobodo in zanikajo človekovo dostojanstvo. Pre­
pričane so, da je partnerstvo med m oškim in žensko 
neločljivo, zato se bodo zavzem ale, da se to uresniči na 
vseh področjih: v družini, vzgoji in izobraževanju, ohran­
janju zdravega okolja, skrbi za pravilno uporabljeni prosti 
čas, sociali, zdravstvu, gospodarstvu in v političnem 
udejstvovanju nasploh.

Po ustanovnem  zboru je  vodstvo Slovenske ženske 
zveze poslalo nekaterim  naslovljencem pozdravne 
brzojavke, med drugim tudi ljubljanskem u nadškofu in 
metropolitu dr. A lojziju Šuštarju.

“Družina”, 22. marca, 1992

R esn ič n o ,  S lovensk i in Hrvaški 
n a ro d  s t a  v e č  p r i s p e v a la  z a  d o b ­
robit A m erike  kot kateri drugi,  večji 
narodi ,  naj bi o m en i la  le n a š e g a  
m isijonarja  šk o fa  B a ra g a ,  ter 
H rv a š k e g a  iznajditelja v elektriki 
Nikola T esla .

Lepi s o  spo m in i  n a  te  l e p e  v e č ­
e r e  v majniku, v s e  je bilo v e se lo  z 
na rav o ,  ko s e  je ta  v cve tju  vese l i la  
pom ladi.

V m e s e c u  Majniku s e  s p o m in ­
jam o, in š e  ču t im o  d o lž n e  zahvaliti, 
n a š im  d o b r im  m a m ic a m ,  p a  naj 
b o d o  š e  žive ali poko jne ,  z a  v s e  
kar  s o  z a  n a s  nared i le .

V zadnji  Zarji s e m  o m en i la  in 
p r ipo roč ila  v  molitev, č la n ic o  
S lo v e n s k e  Ž e n s k e  Z v e z e  s e s t ro  
Antonijo in n j e n e g a  m o ž a  J o h n a ,  
ki p a  s e  je m e d  te m  č a s o m  ž e  p r e ­
selil v v e č n o s t .  Naj m u b o  dobri  
Bog  d o b e r  p lačnik . Pokojnikovi 
žen i Antoniji p a  n a š e  isk reno  
so ža l je  o d  n a š e  podružn ic i .  A n­
tonija je ž e  d o lg a  le ta  č la n i c a  S.Ž. 
z v e z e  v Peru , III.

N a te žko  o p e ra c i jo  s e  je  m o ra la  
p o d a t i  Mrs. A deline  Kutie, in ž e  kar 
d o b r o  okreva .  V se  č la n ic e  n a š e  
p o d ru ž n ic e  št. 68  ji že lim o najbolj­
š e g a  zd av ja .

N a š a  ta jn ica  Fan y  Ulle je š la  ta  
m e s e c  n a  o b isk  k svoji hčerki v

C h ic a g o ,  z a to  s m o  m a r č n o  se jo  
opustile .

Z da j p a  pre jm ite  š e  m n o g o  p o z ­
d ravov ,  in v e s e l e  v e l iko no čne  
p ra zn ik e  in d obr ih  s lovensk ih  
potic, krofov in tudi pirhov.

JULKA KLAMMER

T. Ferraccioli

Majska
Devica ti premila ne zavrni rožic teh, 
ki v venček jih zložila, ljubezen nas je  vseh.
O čuj srce goreče, Te kliče koprneče.
Marija varuj nas, Marija varuj nas.

Tam gori na rajski trati, prelepi maj cvete, 
in nam Presveta Mati, pokaži nam usmiljenje. 
Da z venci tega maja, zapojemo sredi raja. 
Marija varuj nas, Marija varuj nas.

V s e  se raduje, polje in gaj.
Na čast Devici Mariji ta mesec maj.
Ptičice ljube tam žvrgole, pesmice svoje 
prek dolin odmevajo tam v gore.
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Začetki Katoliške Cerkve v Ameriki
FRANC JAKLIČ

— Nadaljevanje —

V. BARAGA PRI VELIKI REKI
ZAČETNO DELO 

(O d  21 . s e p t e m b r a  1833)

BARAGOVO TRPLJENJE.
ZAOBLJUBA ZDRŽNOSTI 

OD OPOJNIH PIJAČ

C a m p e a u  bi bil rajši videl, d a  bi B a r a g o v a  c e rk e v  
in s t a n o v a n je  stali n a  levem  b r e g u  reke ,  kjer je  s a m  
imel hišo. U pal je, d a  b o  to dvignilo  v re d n o s t  
n j e g o v e g a  p o s e s t v a  in b o  tudi v korist n jegovi trgovini 
z Indijanci. Ko n e k o č  B a r a g e  ni bilo d o m a ,  je skrivaj 
da l  razdirati  s t a n o v n ja s k o  h iš ico  in n a  pol d o d e l a n o  
c e rk e v  in ju p o  zamrzli reki p re n e s t i  n a  svo jo  zemljo. 
B a r a g a  g a  je m oral s  t o ž b o  prisiliti, d a  je da l  s t a v b o  
n a z a j  p ren es t i .  C a m p e a u u  s o  z a ra d i  n j e g o v e g a  
s e b i č n e g a  in z v i t e g a  z n a č a j a  Indijanci n ade l i  ime 
"Lisjak". Ž e  kot ž g a n je t r ž e c  s e  je n e h o te  uvrstil m e d  
B a r a g o v e  n a sp ro tn ik e .  Umrl je v p r e c e j š n j e m  
ub oš tvu .

V e n d a r  ni bilo B arag i  nikoli žal, d a  je z a m e n ja l  
v zo rn o  urejeni misijon v Krivem d r e v e s u  z a  t e g a  
n a d v s e  t e ž a v n e g a  o b  Veliki reki. V to la ž b o  s o  m u  bili 
v e d n o  bolj številni krsti in z g le d n o  življenje 
s p r e o b r n je n c e v .  T ako  je bil n. pr. o nduka jšn j i  
n a js ta re jš i  p o g la v a r  pre j  tak o  h u d  p i ja n e c ,  d a  n je g o v a  
ž e n a  in o troci š e  življenja n iso  bili varni. B a r a g a  g a  
je p a  dobil z a  krst in m o ž  p o te m  ni v e č  pokusil a l­
kohola .  V družini je p o s ta l  kro tak  k akor jagn je .  Svojim 
s o v a š č a n o m  je prigovarja l,  d a  naj s p re jm e jo

k r š č a n s tv o  ki jih b o  p re rod ilo  v d o b re m .
V veliko to la ž b o  s o  bili B arag i  tudi verniki iz 

K rivega d r e v e s a .  V mili zimi t i s t e g a  le ta  je s n e g  z g o d a j  
sk o p n e l ;  z a  lov in z a  p r e s t r e z a n je  s l a d k o r n e g a  s o k a  
je bilo v s e  ze lo  u g o d n o ;  z a to  s e  jih je m n o g o  odprav i lo  
proti jugu .  D an  h o d a  o d  s e l i š č a  pri Veliki reki s o  si 
postavili z a č a s n e  v ig v a m e .  T ako  d o lg o  s o  hodili pros it  
B a ra g o ,  naj jih o b i š č e ,  d a  je r e s  šel. V p ism u  n a  D unaj 
z d n e  7. m a r c a  le ta  1 8 3 4  je o p is a l , .k a k o  je hodil . "Ni 
si lahko  preds tav lja ti ,  k ak o  t e ž a v n a  je p o t  skozi s e v e r ­
n o a m e r iš k e  p r a g o z d e .  Z d a j  je  t r e b a  iti skozi g o š č a v e  
in deva t i  z  o b e m a  ro k a m a  v e je  v s a k s e b i ,  kakor bi 
č lo vek  plaval; zd a j  je  t r e b a  iti p o  pol u re  do lg ih  m o č ­
virjih, v kater ih  bi s e  č lo v ek  skora j  pogrezn il ;  zd a j  s p e t  
drži p o t  č e z  š iroke  p o to k e  p o  e d in e m  š ib k e m  d rv e s u ,  
ki g a  Indijanci p o s e k a jo  n a  b re g u ,  d a  p a d e  p rek o  
p o to k a .  N a  te m  p o to v an ju  mi je bilo t r e b a  iti p o  t a k e m  
o zk em , z ib a jo č e m  s e  m o s tu  č e z  reko, ši roko  v e č  ko 
30  čev ljev  (9 m) in ze lo  d e r o č o  in g lo bo ko .  Divjake 
je z a s t r a n  m e n e  ze lo  z a sk rb e lo ,  ko s m o  prišli d o  reke. 
J a z  s e m  v b o ž je m  im en u  ka r  krenil n a  ta  n evarn i  m os t.  
P a  kom aj s e m  prišel d o  s r e d e ,  s e m  z a č e l  o m ah o v a t i  
in bi bil km alu  p a d e l  v vo do .  Dobri divjaki s o  zavpili 
o d  žalosti ,  jaz  s e m  p a  le s r e č n o  prišel č e z .  Divjaki 
t e č e jo  p o  takih d eb l ih  k akor v eve r ice ,  v č a s ih  tudi s 
težkimi tovori n a  ram ah ."

Njegovi bivši verniki s o  g a  v sv o je m  z a č a s n e m  
b iva l išču  p r i s rč n o  sprejeli .  Z o. S a n d e r lo m  s e  š e  n iso  
mogli dos t i  zbližati , ker š e  ni nič zna l n j ih o v e g a  jezika. 
Tudi tukaj s o  z v e s to  opravljali svo je  v e r s k e  vaje .  ‘Z e lo  
pr ije tno  s e m  bil p r e s e n č e n , ” p i š e  B a ra g a ,  "ko s e m  
s red i  pokra j ine , kjer d o b iv a jo  s ladkor ,  n a š e l  m a jh n o  
k ap e lo ,  ki s o  jo ti dobr i  Indijanci postavili,  d a  m ore jo  
v njej opravlja ti  svo je  molitve." S ta la  je n a  slikoviti
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višini, o d k o d e r  s e  je od p ira l  lep  ra z g le d  p o  reki in 
jezeru .

Tri dni je os ta l  pri njih. M aše v a l  jim je, vsi s o  s e  
tudi s p o v e d a l i  in prejeli v e lik o n o čn o  sv. obhaji lo; 15 
jih je  ta m  s re d i  g o z d o v  p re je lo  prvo  sv. o bh a ja lo .  Drug 
z a  d ru g im  s o  prihajali k n jem u  in g a  prosili: “O č e ,  
izp ra ša j  m e ,  m o r d a  ž e  z n a m  z a  sv. o b h a ji lo .” Tri o d ­
ras le  je  krstil.

O d  njih je še l  v v a s  M aš k ig o n o g  p rev id e t  d v a  
Ind ijanca .  T am kašn j ih  21 ka to l ičan ov  m u je obljubilo 
zgraditi  ce rkv ico ,  ker  s o  s e  tudi p o g a n s k i  v a š č a n i  
zače l i  zan im ati  z a  c e rk v ic o  in p ov e rd a l ,  d a  jo b o  
blagoslovil n a  č a s t  sv. Jo že fu .

Pri Veliki reki s o  tesarji  pohitili z izd eva lo  ce rkv e .  
B a r a g a  je določil 20. april z a  n jeno  p o s v e č e n je .  D ne  
24. m a ja  je o p is a l  v p is m u  to s lo v e s tn o s t .  Kaj t a k e g a  
v a š č a n i  š e  n iso  videli. Bil je  ja s e n ,  s o n č e n  p o m ­
lad an sk i  d an ;  v e d r a  n e b e s n a  m o d r in a  je lep o  s o g ­
la š a la  z r a d o s t jo  vernikov. Tudi z e lo  m n o g o  
p o g a n s k ih  Ind i jancev  in d o  te d a j  v e rs k o  b rezbr ižn ih  
b e lo k o ž c e v  s e  je uvrstilo v p ro ces i jo .  N a  če lu  p ro ­
ce s i je  je p o s t a v e n  Ind ijanec ,  s l a v n o s tn o  o b l e č e n  in 
o k ra š e n ,  s  p o n o s o m  n e se l  križ in g a  p re d  cerkvijo  
za sa d i l  v tla. C e rk v e n e  p o t r e b š č in e  s o  kot d a r  prišle  
iz E vrope,  v e č in o m a  iz Ljubljane, ki m u jih je  bila v 
Krivo d re v o  p o s la la  Amalija, m e d  njimi tudi ž e  o m e n ­
jenih š e s t  L a n g u so v ih  slik.

L jubljansko škofijstvo hrani v izvirniku B a ra g o v o  
p ism o , ki g a  je 13. junija 183 4  pisal F ra n c u  Pircu, 
žu p n iku  v P o d b re z ju .  Pirc s e  je n a  B a ra g o v o  b e s e d o  
kljub svojim 49-im  letom odločil, d a  bo  še l  v 
s e v e r o a m e r i š k e  misijone, o d k o d e r  je  B a r a g a  pisal 
tako  s p o d b u d n a  p is m a .  T a  izredni m o ž  s e  je rodil 
le ta  178 5  v G o d ič u  pri Kamniku. T e d a n je  s t ro g e  
s r e d n je  šo le  je dovršil z  odliko. V f rancosk i do b i  s e  
je d o b r o  naučil  tudi f r a n c o š č in e .  L e ta  181 3  je bil 
p o s v e č e n  z a  m a š n ik a .  Kot ž u pn ik  v P e č a h  pri M orav­
č a h  in v P o d b re z ju  je hotel s  s a d ja r s tv o m  p o m a g a t i  
k m e to m  iz rev šč in e ,  z a to  je z a sa d i l  v zo rn e  
s a d o v n ja k e  in sp is a l  knjigo “Krajinski vrtnar." Rotil je 
p a  k m ete ,  naj iz ž l a h t n e g a  s a d n e g a  s o k a  v e n d a r  n e  
d e la jo  ž g a n ja ,  ki te l e su  in d u š i  p r in a š a  s a m o  šk o d o .  
Pirc je bil p lem en it  in n e s e b i č e n ,  p a  s tv a re n  in p r a k ­
tičen  m ož .  Indijanci s o  mu nade li  ime G a n iu n o  d e e ,  
p o  n a š e  D o b ro  s r c e .  To B a ra g o v o  p is m o  d o  P irca  s e  
z a č e n ja :  “V a š e  p ism o , v k a te r e m  mi sp o r o č i te  svo jo  
željo, priti v n a š e  misijone, m e  je n e iz r e č e n o  r a z ­
veselilo , ker p r ič a  o  veliki vnemi, ki jo ču ti te  v sv o jem  
s r c u  z a  s p r e o b r a č a n j e  n aš ih  so b ra to v .  Pisal s e m  
g l e d e  t e g a  n a š e m u  škofu, p re č a s t i t e m u  g. Frideriku 
R ese ju ,  in u p a m ,  d a  V as  b o  b re z  p o m is leko v  sp r e je l . ” 
D aje  mu n a t a n č a n a  navodila ,  kak o  naj potuje .  Naj n e  
jemlje veliko pr t l jage  s  seb o j ,  tudi knjig ne, ker s e  v s e  
lahko ta m  kupi. P r in e se  naj p a  m a š n ih  p o tr e b šč in ,  
k le š č e  z a  p e k o  hostij, s v e t o p i s m e n s k o  k o n k o rd a n c o  
(zbirko so ro d n ih  m e s t  iz sv. p ism a) ,  m n o g o  p o d o b ic ,  
rožnih v en čk o v ,  križčkov in p a  p la tn a  z a  c e rk v e n o  
ob leko ,  ki je  v Ameriki z e lo  d r a g o .  Kliče mu: “B og 
V as  sp rem lja j  n a  Vaši poti! Z ade li  b o s t e  n a  velike 
te ž a v e ,  p a  č a k a  V as  tudi le p a  k ro n a  v n e b e s ih ,  č e  
b o s t e  te  t e ž a v e  iz ljubezni d o  B o g a  in d o  b l ižn jega  
voljno p ren a ša l i ."

T e g a  p i s m a  p a  B a r a g a  ni o d d a l  pri Veliki reki, 
a m p a k  nekoliko p o z n e je  v Detroitu. Tja je še l  o s e b n o  
priporočit  P irca  in m u zag o tov i t  s p r e je m  v škofijo. 
Škof R e s e  je p o  la t insko l a s tn o re č n o  pripisal: “Č a s ­

t i teg a  g. P irca  b o m  rad  sp re je l  v svo jo  škofijo." Ko je 
p a  p is m o  prišlo v P o d b re z je ,  P irca  ž e  ni v e č  dobilo; 
o d še l  je bil proti Ameriki.

V s e p t e m b r u  s e  je B a r a g a  odprav i l  n a  d v a  dni 
d o lg o  po t  d o  še s t ih  koč, s to ječ ih  o b  g o rn je m  toku 
Velike reke, ž e  n a  ozem lju  Z d ru ž en ih  d ržav .  Ž e  p o p re j  
jih je  neki kristjan od  Velike rek e  pripravljal z a  krst. 
Štiri d ru ž in e  s o  s e  sp reo b rn i le ,  ostali s o  p a  B a ra g o  
zavrnili, č e š  d a  h o č e jo  osta ti  v veri svojih o če to v .  Tudi 
d r u g a m  je še l  s p r e o b r a č a t  p o g a n e .  Po  c e le  d n e v e  
s e  je trudil skozi g o z d o v e  in u d ir a jo č a  s e  močvirja. 
Pirc s e  je  v svojih p ism ih v eč k ra t  pri toževal,  kako  so  
g a  komarji n eu sm il jen o  mučili n a  potovanjih; B a r a g a  
p a  te  n a d lo g e  nikjer n e  om en i .  Molči tudi o  zve reh ,  
zlasti volkovih, ki jih je bilo m n o g o  tam kaj in s o  p o p o t ­
nike plašili in spravljali v nev a rn o s t .

P red  z im o  je š e  en k ra t  hotel videti M ašk igo ng .  
Vidi se ,  d a  m u je bil p o s e b n o  pri s rcu .  D ne  3. 
n o v e m b r a  p iše ,  d a  s o  mu s p e t  pripravili veliko 
d u h o v n o  vese l je .  V eč ina  družin  je bila štiri d o  š e s t  
dni d a l e č  p ro č  n a  lovu. Ko jim je B a r a g a  sporočil ,  
kateri d a n  b o  prišel,  s o  s e  vsi zbrali  v ž e  do g ra jen i  
cerkvici sv. J o ž e fa .  M ed p r ig la šen c i  z a  sv. krst je  bilo 
tudi 17-le tno  ind i jansko  dek le .  Njen o č e  je bil t rd o v ra ­
ten  p o g a n  in k r š č a n s tv u  h u d o  n a s p r o te n .  Ko je d ek le  
z v ad e lo ,  kdaj b o  prišel misijonar, je prosilo  o č e ta ,  d a  
s m e  iz lov išča  iti v M ašk ig on g .  Mož je slutil, kaj 
n a m e r a v a ,  v e n d a r  ji je k o n č n o  le dovolil; z a ž u g a l  ji 
je p a ,  d a  ji b o  u š e s a  p o reza l ,  č e  p o s t a n e  krs tjana. 
B a r a g a  jo je v p ra š a l ,  ali pri v s e h  oče to v ih  g ro žn jah  
š e  vz tra ja  pri sv o jem  sk lep u .  Ko je videl, d a j e  p r ipravl­
j e n a  n a  v s e  žrtve, jo je poučil in krstil.

Č e z  z im o  je os ta l  v sv o jem  misijonu pri Veliki reki. 
O b o ž ič u  je bil ze lo  v e se l  svojih vernikov, ker s o  iz 
o d ad l jen ih  g o z d o v ,  s  težkimi krpljami n a  n o g a h ,  
m n o g i  tudi n e z a d o s t n o  o b leče n i ,  prišli do m o v ,  d a  v 
cerkvi molijo b o ž je  D e te  in pojo  b o ž ič n e  p esm i.  Na 
krpljah s o  prišli tudi stari in bo lehni ljudje in d ečk i  in 
d ek l ic e  v s ta ros t i  10 d o  12 let. T a  m a ld in a  je B a ra g o  
živo sp o m in ja la  n a  1 2 - le tn e g a  J e z u s a ,  ki je z Marijo 
in sv. J o ž e f o m  tudi o d  d a l e č  po tova l v tem pelj .  —  
B a r a g a  je torej iz svojih s p r e o b n je n c e v  dela l  n e  s a m o  
d o b r e  kristjane, a m p a k  tudi junake .

Do tak ra t  je pri Velili reki imel p re k o  200  
s p r e o b rn je n c e v .  Z a  t iste  b o ž ič n e  p raz n ik a  s o  vsi šli 
k sv. z a k ra m e n to m .

Indijanci o b  ogn ju  in pri kajenju
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S a m o ta ,  ki jo je n e k d a n ja  s e s t r a  A n as taz i ja  
p r in e s la  iz Ljubljane, s e  je n a  J e s e n i c a h  s a m o  p o g ­
lobila. Ni s e  m o g la  pritožiti zavoljo  s ta n o v a n ja ,  s o b i c a  
je bila lepa ,  d a  s e  je  z a č u d i la .  Nič o d  se s te r s k ih  
sp o m in o v  ni bilo tukaj, v s e  je  bilo no vo  in tuje. T o d a  
ž e  p o  d o b r e m  t e d n u  s e  ji je  zd e lo ,  d a  ni okolje, kar 
jo m uči,  d a  v s e  h u d o  p riha ja  iz s rc a .

P riče la  jo je mučiti z a v e s t ,  d a  je o d r e z a n a  o d  
novic  svojih s o s e s t e r .  Dokler je  bila v Ljubljani, je  o d  
dok to r ja  P o lc a  m ars ika j  z v e d e la .  S liša la  je  d r o b n e  
n o v ice  o  m ate r i  Doroteji,  o  se s tr i  J e d  rti, o  ses tr i  Marjeti
-  z a d n jo  novico , d a  s e  je s e s t r a  Virginia poroč i la .  To 
n ov ico  ji je p r in e se l  do k to r  s a m ,  ko je prišel n a  p o s ­
v e to v an je  zavoljo  n e k e  te ž k e  o p e ra c i je .

V e n d a r  jo je ta  n o v ica  nekoliko sp rav i la  iz tira. 
Kaj je rekla mati D oro te ja  -  kak o  je p r e n e s l a  ta  
u d a r e c ?  Torej je ni r a z o č a r a la  s a m o  o n a ,  ker je 
izstopila  iz s e s t e r s k e g a  re d a .  O n a  je  p a č  ta k o  mislila, 
d a  je. N ekaj iz n je n e  notranjosti  je  izginilo, n a s t a la  je 
velika p ra z n in a .  Tisto, kar je pre j  vršila iz ljubezni d o  
B o g a  in re d a ,  je s e d a j  p l a č a n o  z  d e n a r je m .  Torej 
d e n a r ?  T e žk o  ji je bilo, ko je s ta la  o b  um ira jočih  kakor 
u r a d e n  č lovek ,  ki č a k a  n a  k o n e c  d ihan ja .  G lo b o k o  jo 
je p re t re s la  sm rt s t a r e  d n in a r ice .  Z an jo  ni bilo v e č  
pom oč i ;  bila je  v e s e l a  n j e n e g a  o b isk a .  S e d la  je n a  
stol o b  njej.

“Ali bi v a m  lahko  v č e m  p o m a g a l a " ?  jo je  v p r ­
aša la .

“V veliki stvari,  p ros im . V čas ih  je d u h o vn ik  hodil 
k bolnikom. S tr e ž n ic e  s e  p rav  nič  n e  zm en i jo  z a  mojo 
prošn jo .  P osk rb i te  mi z a  g o s p o d a . ”

“P r in es la  v a m  b o m  p a p i r  in g a  b o s t e  po dp isa li ,  
d a  z a h te v a te  d uh o v n ik a .  G le d a la  b om , d a  g a  b o s t e  
dobil i .” S ta rk a  je b la ž e n o  sk lenila  roke.

P o s k r b e la  je  b r e z  p o s e b n e  p ro šn je ,  prišel je 
d rug i d a n  z v e č e r .  K akor d a  je b o ln ica  slutila svo jo  
smrt. Umrla je š e  p r e d  p o ln o č jo  p o  s r č n e m  n a p a d u .  
D an  p o  p o g r e b u  je š la  n a  p o k o p a l i š č e .  N e s la  je tja 
š o p e k  rož.

Z v eče r ,  ko je ž e  v nočn i  halji s e d e l a  n a  postelji,  
s e  je sp o m n i la  n a  s e s t r s k e  molitve. P o iska la  je  d ro b n o  
v u sn je  v e z a n o  knjižico, ki je ni z av rg la .  Bil je  mali 
oficij, ki s o  g a  s e s t r e  v s a k  d a n  molile. T rdo  g a  je 
d rž a la  v rokah: nas lo n i la  je g la v o  n a  zid in z a p r l a  oči.

Z a d n jo  n e d e l jo  v n o v e m b ru  je im ela  n e k d a n ja  
s e s t r a  A n a s taz i ja  -  s e d a j  P av la  -  v bolnici p ro s t  d an .  
S p o m in o v  s e  tudi t e g a  d n e  ni m o g la  otresti .  Ta d a n  
je bil redovn i p razn ik  -  K ata r ina  L ab o u re .  Ta d a n  je 
v s a k o  leto im ela  mati D oro te ja  p o s e b e n  govor,  njen 
najboljš i govor.  Z g o d a j  je š la  v c e rk e v  in s e d e l a  v 
klopi skora j  c e lo  uro. Z unaj je n a ra h lo  snežilo .

S o b ic a  je bila p r i je tno topla .  Zleknila s e  je n a  
p os te l jo  in v z e la  knjigo v roko. Brati p a  ni m og la .  
Kmalu jo je sp la š i lo  trkanje.

“O b isk  im ate ,  g o s p o d i č n a  Pavla '.”
“P o s t r e ž n ic a  R e z a  je rekla: “N e k a  s t a r a  ž e n ic a  

je tukaj. R ekla  s e m  ji, naj p o č a k a ,  d a  p o g le d a m ,  č e  
s t e  d o m a .  Ali naj p r i d e ? ”

V rata  s o  s e  n a  s t e ž a j  o dp r la ,  s t a r a  ž e n a  v črni

ruti je s ta la  m e d  po d b o ji  in z  o b e m a  ro k a m a  je d rž a la  
veliko s ta ro  torbico.

“Ave, s e s t r a  A nastaz i ja !  Mati je  prišla, ker  ji je 
bilo d o l g č a s  p o  hčeri .  S t r a š n o  g r d o  bi bilo, č e  n e  bi 
v a m  vrnila o b i s k a . ”

“Noro je s t rm e la  vanjo . Z e n o  roko n a s lo n je n o  na  
ok en sk i  polici, z  d r u g o  p a  v zraku .  S k u š a l a  je  nekaj 
reči, p a  ni m o g la . ”

Mati D o ro te ja  je  z a p r l a  v ra ta ,  s e  č u d n o  z ra v n a la  
in p r ič e la  s to p a t i  proti oknu. S e s t r a  A n as ta z i ja  s e  ni 
zgan ila ,  le o b r a z  je bil bel. R oka  s e s t r e  A nas taz i je ,  ki 
je  v ise la  v zraku ,  je č u d n o  p a d la  v roko m a te r e  
D oroteje .  S ta r a  ž e n ic a  v črni ruti je  sp u s t i la  to rb ico  
n a  tla in u je la  v roke  tan k o  telo, ki s e  je  nagn ilo  n apre j .

“R edo vn i  p razn ik  je d a n e s ,  d r a g a  s e s t r a .  Prišla 
s e m  v a s  pros it  o d p u š č a n j a .  V s r c u  s t e  bili v s a k  d a n  
pri m eni.  Vsi s m o  trpeli."

S lab o s t ,  ki jo je o b š la ,  je o b r i s a la  notranji s t rah . 
Mati D oro te ja  je p r in e s la  k o z a re c  v o d e  in o d  s labo s t i  
je os ta l  s a m o  t r e p e t  rok in t ru d no s t .  H o te la  s e  je d v ig ­
niti. Š e le  z d a j  s o  s e  se s tr i  Anastaziji  u su le  so lze .  Ni 
jokala  n a  g la s ,  joka la  je  tiho k akor utr jen otrok, ki s e  
je zgubil .

G la s  m a te re  D oro te je  je  bil č u d o v i to  m e h a k .
V njenih o č e h  s o  s e  le s k e ta le  so lze ,  o b r a z  p a  

tudi p o s ta ra n .

Mati D oro te ja  je pri o b isk u  s e s t r e  A n as taz i je  n a  
J e s e n i c a h  im ela  š e  v a ž e n  o p ra v e k .  Sklonila s e  je  k 
svoji s tarinski torbici in v ze la  iz nje  d v e  pismi. N a ta k ­
nila si je  o ča la ,  p o p rav l ja  si la s e  in mirno govorila:

“To p is m o  je iz B e o g r a d a .  M o rd a  n e  v e s te ,  d a  
im am o  ta m  n eka j s e s te r ,  ki s o  si nap ra v i le  p rav  
pri jazno  g n e z d e c e .  Življenje tam  je p r e c e j  d r u g a č n o  
o d  n a š e g a  tukaj. Mati Klavdija n a m  p i š e  tole: S p e t  
im am o  d v e  m es t i  ke r  s e  n a š e  d e la v n o  polje  čud ov ito  
širi. P ros im  vas ,  d a  p o  svoji so d b i  iz b e re te  d v e  sestri ,  
ki s t a  voljni priti. Sprejeli  ju b o m o  z velikim v ese l jem . 
Z elo  bi n a s  dvignilo, ko bi e n a  o d  s e s t r a  bila in- 
s t ru m en ta lk a .  Tu h o d im o  v s e  v redovni obleki in ljudje 
n a s  sp oš tu je jo ."

“Tole p is m o  je k o n č a n o ,  im am  p a  š e  e n e g a ;  t e g a  
je p a  p is a la  n a š a  k o ra jž n a  s e s t r a  Je d r t .  Takole; T ako  
s te  m e  razveselili z  v a š im  p ism om , d a  va m  n e  m o re m  
p ov ed a t i ;  č e p r a v  n e  m o r e m  ljudem  veliko p o m a g a t i  
tu v hribih, s e  mi zdi, d a  n e  s m e m  o d to d .  O d k a r  je 
stari zd rav n ik  o d š e l  v pokoj, s e m  p o s t a la  pol z d r a v ­
nika s a m a  in s e m  skora j  n o č  in d a n  n a  poti. M arsikdaj 
n e  m o re m  dati  d r u g e g a  k ak o r  d u h o v n o  to lažbo .  
D u h o v n a  z a p u š č e n o s t  pri l judeh  je v e č ja  kakor te le ­
s n a  b e d a .  Č lovek  n e  bi mislil, koliko s e  je v ljudeh 
sp re m en i lo .  V n ek a te r ih  zavoljo  ra z o č a ra n ja ,  v 
n eka te r ih  zavoljo  p re v z e to v a n ja .  Z darovi,  ki jih 
d o b iv a m ,  p o d p i r a m  z d a j  se s t r e ,  ki s o  v Ljubljani na je le  
s l a b o  in s t a ro  s ta n o v a n je ,  kjer s e  o b  n e d e l j a h  na jd e jo  
in v sk u p n o s t i  d o b e  to la žb o .  N e izm e rn o  s e m  v e se la ,  
d a  s t e  izbrali d r a g o  s e s t r o  A nastaz i jo .  Z vam i vred ,  
č a s t i t a  mati, s e m  t rd n o  p re p r ič a n a ,  d a  nikoli ni p r e ­
n e h a la  biti s e s t r a  in d a  je iz m e d  n a s  n a jv e č  trpela .  
M ar ni bil sveti P ave l  velik m e d  aposto li ,  č e p r a v  
s p o č e t k a  ni bil niti z  njimi. Me n ism o  dovolj p o s k u š a le  
ji priti blizu v d n e h  n je n e  velike s a m o te .

—  N ad a l je v a n je  —
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Did you know that Ians go way hack 

before Christ and that no one culture 
can be given exclusive credit for its 
start?

l eather-type rigid Ians (a fan with 
a still leaf o r feather m ounted to a 
handle or M i c k )  w ere found in the 
tom b o f T ukankham en. This pharoah 
was buried in the 14 century B.C.

Evidence o f fans used in ancient 
oriental cultures as well as Assyrian 
and Indian have also  been found.

In the orient, both men and women 
-arried fans. M em bers o f  the royal 
court had a different fan from the w ar­
rior and his family , and fans used in 
the formal tea cerem ony were d iffer­
ent from those used on stage.

The folding fan becam e very fash­
ionable in Europe during the I50()'s. 
At this tim e, the most popular were 
those m ade o f feathers. The I6 0 0 's  
brought e laborate, detailed paintings 
and designs on parchm ent o r canvas. 
The sticks for these fans ranged from 
the finest wood to ivory or mother-of- 
pearl .

By the I7 0 0 's  a fan was to a lady 
what a sw ord or w alking stick was to 
a man. No proper lady was seen w ith­
out her fan.

Furtherm ore, boys and girls were 
schooled in the language o f the fan; 
although the g irl's  training was far 
more extensive, as it included the

A NEW FRIEND

Many packages of clothing were 
packed up and sent to Croatia in the 
last few months, things that people 
gave from the goodness of their hearts 
for the people in the homeland who 
suffered so severely the 6 month war 
there. In M innesota, our members 
were especially active. Br. 34 collected 
lots o f clothing and our member, 
Helen Adkisson helped to pack it. She 
felt so close to those who would be 
receiving it, that she pinned her name 
and a dollar in one item and now she 
has received a letter from the recipient
-  someone who thanks her very much. 
Helen is so elated and feels so good to 
have found a new friend.

nandling o f  the fan and the execution 
o f  its language. Young men needed 
only to know how to read the fan.

W ith one wave o f  her fan. a fellow 
w ould know if the lady was pleased 
or upset w ith him . Every m ovem ent, 
how the m ovem ent was made and with 
which hand meant som ething. For 
exam ple:

To fan very slowly said. "I am mar-
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DAVY’S COLUMN

ried ," while fanning very fast meant 
"I am engaged ." To carry an open fan 
in the left hand said. "C om e and talk 
to m e." If you put the handle to your

lips, you said. "K iss m e." Letting a 
fan rest on the right cheek m eant 
"Y es."  while letting rest on the left 
m eant "N o ."

Even dropping the fan w asn 't 
necessarily safe. To do so told the on ­
looker. "W e will be friends."

In the I9 0 0 's  when more and more 
w om en entered the business world and 
the w ork force, fans died out. They 
w ere considered bothersom e and in 
the w ay.

Happy M other's Day to all m om s 
and grandm om s,

DAVY

A History o f Fans, by Nancy 
A rm strong published by C larkson N 
Potter. Inc. 1974.

Encyclopedia B ritannica. Vol. 9.
Encyclopedia B ritannica. Inc. 

1965.

TWIN BLESSING!

Jennifer Jean (right) and Lynn Marie Marolt, one 
year old this month are the precious members of Br. 17, 
West Allis.

Twin granddaughters o f our Nat'l Auditor. Marion 
Marolt, president o f Br. 17, West Allis, WI and nieces of 
her daughter. Robin, the secretary, captured all our hearts 
when Marion and Robin passed around photos of the twins 
at the Nat'l Board Meeting in March. Jennifer Jean and 
Lynn Marie are daughters of Ray and Linda Marolt and 
are members of Br. I7's junior Dept.

Robin says they are extremely playful, talkative, love 
to wrestle with each other, or the dog! They are partners 
in everything they do -  and get into lots of mischief! They 
will be one year old on May 20th, 1992!

Happy, Happy, Birthday, birthday!
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ZEFRAN FUNERAL HOME

Louis Ron Zefran Frank J. Zefran
Marilyn E. Zefran Lois M. Zefran

1941 West Cermak Road 
C hicago, IL 60608 847-6688
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FUNERAL 459 N orth  O ttaw a Street

HOME Jo lie t, IL 60432

First in serv ice since 1908 P hone 722-0524
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HABERMANN
Funeral Home
805 N. 6th Street

Sheboygan, WI 53081
. . . .  J

Ermenc-McLeod Funeral Home
5325 W. Greenfield Ave. Phone: 327-4500 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

First M idwest Bank/Illinois^ i l l W
50 W est Jefferson S t.. Joliet. IL 60431

N ational A ssociation M em ber/FDIC

We take time to help.

SHELIGA DRUG INC.
6025St. Clair Ave., Cleveland, OH 44103 

(216) 431-1035
Serving our neighborhoods' daily needs

Fred C .  Dames Funeral Homes 
Phone 741-5500

M ark L. D am es J e ffr e y  M. D am es  
B rian  L. D am es F red  J . D am es

251 North Centef S t . Joliel IL 60435 3200 Black Ro JolMt IL 60435

17010 Lake Shore Blvd. 
28890 Chardon Rd. 
1053 East 62nd St.

GRDINA-COSIC FUNERAL HOMES
C LEVELAND , OHIO

531-6300
944-8400
431-2088

Slovenian-In ternational C ookbook

POTS & PANS
$10.50

Books on Slovenian Immigrants and Pioneers

FROM SLOVENIA TO AMERICA
$5.00 hardbound — $3.50 softbound

FOOTSTEPS THROUGH TIME
$6.00

ROŽE Z MOJIH VRTOV 
(FLOWERS FROM M Y GARDENS)

$8.50
Add $2.00 postage <& handling per book 

Make checks payable to and send order to: 
Slovenian Women’s Union,

431 No. Chicago St., Joliet, IL 60432

ZELE FUNERAL HOMES, INC.
TWO COMPLETE FUNERAL HOMES 

452 East 152nd St. 6502 St. Clair Ave.
Office

481-3118 Cleveland, Ohio 361-0583

International Laser Graphic*
4851 South Drexel Boulevard 

Chicago, Illinois 60615 
(312) 373-0500

Fast, efficient com puter communication, 
typesetting & interface
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