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In Honor o f  the SNPJ Juvenile Thirtieth Anniversary
By Michael Vrhovnik, Juvenile  Director

In October’s issue of the Mladinski List, 
we summarized briefly a num ber of impor­
tan t events which led to the organization of 
the SN PJ and, nine years later, to the  estab­
lishm ent of the  Juvenile  Departm ent. We 
also brought to your attention the progress 
made in m em bership growth and the kind 
of insurance protection offered by the So­
ciety for its juveniles.

If you are one who read the opening in ­
stallm ent of this short history, then  you are 
in position to answer the questions, WHEN, 
WHERE, WHY and by WHOM was the SN PJ 
organized. Not only that, bu t you should be 
able to tell or w rite  a little about the p rin ­
ciples and ideals upon which the Society 
was founded, for that, especially, is w hat 
made the SN PJ so different in the beginning 
from any other fra ternal organization exist­
ing at that time.

The average boy or girl of school age, who 
is a m em ber of the Society, should be able to 
give correct answers to such questions as— 
In w hat year were juveniles first adm itted 
into the SNPJ? W hen w ere women first al­
lowed to join? W ere their duties any differ­
ent from those of the men members?—Were 
their rights and privileges the same? Etc. 
If you can’t answer these questions, then 
you’d better  s tart digging in r igh t now and 
do a bit of reviewing. A fter you have done 
that, continue w ith  this installment.

During the first eight years following the 
establishm ent of the Juvenile  D epartm ent of 
the Society, little  else was offered to juve ­
niles except membership and a certificate of 
protection. Once the members were enrolled 
and their certificates issued, they w ere for­
gotten and trea ted  in much the same m an­
ner as they  w ere and still are, for tha t m at­
ter, by the commercial insurance companies 
—rem em bered only when the date for pay­
ment of assessment falls due.

It was noticed even at tha t early  stage in 
the development of our Society tha t juvenile 
members, attaining the age of transfer, knew 
little, if anything, about the aims and p u r ­
pose of the SNPJ, this in spite of the  great 
interest and activity which prevailed in m a­
ny homes and communities w here SN PJ 
Lodges were located. As a rule, children 
were not “bothered” with such m atters. They 
were allowed to go their own way much of 
the time, in fact too much of the time. The 
parents for the  most pa rt  were unable to 
cope w ith  the changes tha t w ere rapidly tak ­
ing place—slow or unwilling to make adjust­
ments to the new ways of life.

The leaders of the SN PJ realized these con­
ditions more and more as time wore on. They 
knew something had to be done and done 
soon, or the Society would find itself w ithout 
good leadership come the day when they 
were gone or unable to perform  their duties. 
What to do—w hat to give the juvenile m em ­
bers to stim ulate and encourage their in ter ­
est and improve their m ental a ttitude to­
wards the Society was a hard  problem for 
them to solve. This problem was made the 
more difficult because our “free-thought” 
teachings and m any of our views on economic 
and political questions, while they were not 
wrong, were not in harm ony w ith  the gen­
eral educational and religious programs 
championed by schools, churches, and other 
organized groups which worked strong and 
immediate influence on the minds of the 
children wherever they came in contact w ith 
them.

Greatly outnum bered though the SN PJ 
was and lacking the means w ith  which to 
combat her enemies on even terms, our lead­
ers, nevertheless, stood by their principles— 
They did not give them  up. Slowly and reso­
lutely they set about to the task—studied 
and labored unceasingly towards the day 
when their juveniles would have the oppor­



tun ity  to learn the real facts of life, the 
whole t ru th  in language they could under­
stand, brought right to the  doors of their 
homes and lodges. I t  took a lot of hard  work 
to succeed in the new venture, bu t the fact 
remains to this day tha t they did succeed 
and well.

It was during the spring and summ er 
months of 1921 th a t a very  im portant move­
m ent stirred  the Society, causing a great deal 
of discussion and debate among the m em ­
bers. It concerned the proposed m erger of 
the Slovene W orkm en Benefit Union of 
Conemaugh, Pa., w ith  the SNPJ, a m erger 
which, w hen completed, was to bring thou­
sands of members into the Society, includ­
ing several thousand juveniles.

As the day approached for the  opening of 
the Third Special SN PJ Convention in Sep­
tem ber of th a t year, it appeared very  likely 
tha t the m erger would be approved. W ith 
tha t thought embedded in their minds, the 
more influential leaders and delegates left for 
the scene of the Convention in Cleveland, 
Ohio, convinced tha t here was the opportun­
ity they had been waiting for to do some­
thing of lasting good for their children and 
the Society. The m erger agreement, bind­
ing the two societies together, was adopted 
and the proposition, inspired by the union of 
two large groups of juveniles, led to the 
founding of the “M ladinski L ist”, our m onth­
ly juvenile magazine.

It was 21 years ago la s t 'J u ly  when the 
M ladinski List made its first appearance. 
This was almost a year after the Convention 
had given its “go” sign to the idea. It took 
all tha t time to complete the necessary a r ­
rangem ents for its publication. Those who 
charted its early course made sure th a t ev­
ery  step was in the right direction. They 
did not w ant the Society to be tagged w ith  
a failure as was another Slovene organiza­
tion some time before that. We did not fail. 
Continuously from July, 1922, the Mladinski 
List has paid its regular visit to the homes 
of thousands of SN PJ juvenile members, 
w here it has been welcomed m onth after 
month as a symbol of t ru th  and fraternalism.

The first Editor of the  M ladinski List was 
Jacob Zupančič (Zupan) of Chicago, now a 
m em ber of the Suprem e Finance Committee 
of the SNPJ. He was then  a young m an of 
twenty-six, ambitious and talented in the

Jacob Zupančič

(He was Ihe first Editor of the ML, and he edited 
the magazine in his private room.)

lite rary  and cultural fields. His knowledge 
of the  Slovene language and literature, and 
iiis firm  adherence to the principles and ideals 
of the Society, qualified him for this position. 
But, as he himself admits, the job to begin 
with was certainly not an easy one. W ith 
the help of the Editors of the Prosveta and 
a num ber of Suprem e Board mem bers who 
volunteered as starting  contributors, the 
task was lightened considerably, and more 
so later, when m aterial from  approved 
sources began to arrive from w riters  in Slo­
venia. Some two years later, his wife, Katka 
Zupančič, came to this country and it w asn’t 
long after tha t her poetic compositions began 
to grace the pages of the Mladinski List, and 
there they have beeft featured ever since.

Two words m ight well describe the early 
issues of the Mladinski List—hum ble and 
plain. The first six issues were composed of 
sixteen pages each, equally divided between 
Slovene and English contributions, w ith  the 
Slovene given preference as to position in 
the front half of the magazine. The cover 
and inner pages w ere alike as to color and 
quality, black p rin t on ordinary w hite news­
paper. The pages were num bered consecu­
tively, starting with the first issue of the



Katka Zupančič

(See her Slovene poem of the ML's first Editor in 
this issue.)

year and ending w ith  the final page of the 
last.

As we exam ined the contents, w e found 
in teresting short stories, poems, articles, a 
few riddles, games, puzzles and jokes in each 
issue. The back, outside cover, we w ere  
quick to note, was devoted to a study of the 
Slovene language, s ta rting  w ith  the alphabet 
and proceeding gradually  to teach the m em ­
bers how to read and w rite  Slovene. These 
m onthly  lessons w ere continued for m any 
years and, no doubt, proved a valuable source 
of learning to m any juvenile  m em bers now 
grow n into manhood. Lucky the boys and 
girls who applied themselves.

The popularity  of the M ladinski List spread 
quickly among both the juvenile  and adult 
mem bers of the  SN PJ. In fact, soon after it 
appeared, suggestions w ere received th a t it 
be published tw ice each m onth instead of 
once, bu t for a num ber of very  good reasons 
this suggestion was tabled, and instead, be ­
ginning w ith  the first issue of 1923, the  num ­
ber of pages was increased from  sixteen to

thirty-two, half Slovene and half English. 
In this form  it was published for sixteen 
years.

In  the  last five years a num ber of striking 
im provements have been pu t into effect. A 
m uch b e tte r  quality of paper is being used. 
The cover pages are  of heavier m ateria l and 
of different color from  m onth to  month. 
There has been a large increase in num ber 
of drawings, p ictures and illustrations. The 
Slovene and English contributions are  mixed 
together w ith  little  regard  to place. Color 
and varie ty  have been substitu ted  for the  
plainness of the  past.

The aim  of the  M ladinski L ist is still the 
same as it was the m onth  it started.—In the 
words of its firs t Editor, “To m ake m en and 
women out of little  boys and girls! Real, 
red-blooded m en and women, the  fighters for 
the rights of exploited working people!”— 
Our principles and ideals rem ain  intact, the 
same today as they  w ere forty  years ago, as 
they  will be one hundred  years from  now! 
They do not change w ith  the times. Rem em ­
ber that, boys and girls, and continue your 
splendid w ork in the  various sections and 
contests of the  M ladinski List. I t  will lead 
to a w orld  of democracy, freethought and 
freedom.

(Concluded nex t month)
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“MLADINSKEGA LISTA” PRVI DNEVI
Katka Zupančič

Nazaj se ozrimo
in čas premostimo
za dobo vseh dvajsetih let.
Pa  najdem o izbico.
Nekdo za mizico 
v delu p rav  ves je ujet.

Na črke pik-pika, 
s strojem  jih  stika, 
da s čela na stroj m u kaplja. 
A misel, ko ptička je, 
noče v kletko še—
Dolgin se na tihem  smehlja.

“Saj ‘prvo’ končano imam 
in lahko počitka si dam, 
ko meseca sklenjen bo krog. 
Kogar pa čas lovi,

si v Škarjah pomoč dobi- 
a tega ne trobi na rog .

Tu nekdo prištrka, 
na v ra ta  potrka:

“Kako je, kako, urednik?
Že svinec pretapljajo,
škrati že čakajo
lista, ki nov bo m ejnik!”

Dolgin mu požmigne, 
na postelj namigne:
“ ‘Detece’ vam tam kaj leži, 
v papir je zavito 
in tesno povito, 
da udkov gredoč ne zgubi—”

Ljubezen in nega 
ga varje  naj zlega, 
ker trda spočetka bo pot.
Naj raste, naj cvete!
Kot bratec ‘Prosvete’ 
bo mladim tovariš povsod.”

PILGRIM GIRL PILGRIM BOY



The Angel of the Battlefield
“There is not a peace society on the face 

of the earth  so potent, so effectual against 
war as the Red Cross of Geneva.”

These were the words of Clara Barton, as 
she saw the workings of this marvelous or­
ganization while resting at Geneva, after her 
harrowing experiences during our Civil War. 
To it she had given strength, loving care, 
money—saying “W hat is my money to me if 
I have no country?”—unsparing devotion to 
the suffering and dying.

Indelibly traced in her book of memory 
when, worn out and sorrowful, she sought 
health  in a foreign land, w ere Fredericks­
burg, Rappahannock, Morris Island, the ba t­
tle of Chantilly w here she bent over a dying 
boy, who took her tender ministries and 
soothing voice for those of his sister; then 
a short sleep on the wet ground of her tent, 
almost in the pathw ay of flying cavalry; 
furnishing bandages and cordials for the 
wounded at the terrib le  battle  of Antietam, 
making gruel for fainting men from meal in 
which her medicines were packed, ex trac t­
ing w ith  her own hands a bullet from the 
cheek of a wounded soldier. No wonder the 
soldiers called her The Angel of the Battle ­
field.

While at Geneva Miss Barton was visited 
by the In ternational Committee of Geneva, 
that had for several years been doing as an 
organization, w hat she had attem pted per­
sonally and alone. . . The most striking fea­
tu re  of its plan was its wide hum anity. Its 
flag was the color of the national flag of 
Switzerland reversed—a red cross on a white 
ground. From this the society took its name 
—The Society of the Red Cross. It minis­
tered “under a trea ty  of neutra lity  for all 
who wore its badge and were doing its hu ­
mane work.”

Nearly all civilized nations had signed 
this treaty , even some who were not regard ­
ed as civilized. Twice it had been offered to 
the United States for signature. Twice ' t  
received no response.

Knowing of Clara B arton’s w ork on the 
battle  fields in her own land, leading m em ­
bers of the  In ternational Committee of Ge­
neva na tura lly  thought tha t she would be 
able to explain the reason of the United

States’ silence. But she was unable to make 
any explanation for the discourtesy. Pos­
sibly, she thought, the documents sent were 
in a foreign language, and had been passed 
on from one office to another, and finally 
forgotten.

While Miss Barton, still an invalid, in 1870, 
was in Berne, Switzerland, the world was 
startled by a declaration of w ar between 
Fiance and Prussia. Three days after Dr. 
Appia, one of the  founders of the Society of 
the Red Cross, w ith  other members, invited 
Miss Barton to go w ith  them  to the battle  
field. W aiting only a few days to gain a lit­
tle more strength, she took with her a young 
French girl, and was on her way to the scene 
of action. As they passed along the frontier 
country toward Strassburg, the  fleeing, 
frightened people could not believe the 
women were actually going to the battlefield 
of their own free will, and implored them  to 
return.

On the field Miss Barton found tha t “ev­
erything was done systematically, quietly; 
surgeons, nurses, assistants, tra ined for the 
emergency prom ptly at work, supplies abun­
dant; the wounded and dead moved from the 
field at once, so tha t the next day none of 
the dreadful debris of the conflict rem ained.”

“The terrib le  scenes of our own w ar came 
back to me,” said Clara Barton. “I thought 
of the Peninsula in McClellan’s campaign, of 
P ittsburg  Landing, w ith  its fourth  day flag 
of truce, of the dead, and starving wounded, 
frozen to the  ground, our commissions and 
supplies in Washington, w ith  no effective 
organization or power to go beyond. . . As I 
worked w ith  these Red Cross societies in the 
field, w ith  their systematic organization—no 
mistakes, no needless suffering, no waste, no 
confusion, bu t order, plenty, cleanliness and 
comfort w herever th a t little flag made its 
way,—you will not wonder if I said to m y­
self, ‘If I live to re tu rn  to my country, I will 
t ry  to make my people understand the Red 
Cross and tha t trea ty ’.”

Shiploads of supplies were sent from the 
United States during the Franco-Prussian 
w ar tha t for the most part  w ent to waste, 
because they bore no stamp of the Red Cross, 

(Continued on page 8)



LUKEC IN NJEGOV ŠKOREC
Povest za m ladino 

France B evk

(N adaljevan je )

21.
N aslednjega dne je  sijalo solnce. Na nebu 

je  bilo še nekaj belih  oblakov, k i so izginjali 
bolj in bolj. Z rak  je  bil svež. M orje še ni 
bilo m irno, a valovi so bili m ajhni, da se je  
pa rn ik  le rahlo  zibal.

L jud je  so polagom a p riha ja li  na  krov. P re- 
čuta noč se jim  je  poznala na obrazih. Bili 
so bledi in slabe volje. P ripovedovali so si, 
kako so p resta li bolezen. K m alu  je  bilo sli­
ša ti smeh. N evih ta  je  bila skoraj pozabljena.

Prikazal se je  tud i Lukec s svojim  škorcem. 
Bilo m u je  že dobro. Le neko omotico je  ču­
til v  telesu.

Začudil se je, ko ni našel m ate re  na krovu. 
Oziral se je  na vse strani. V  skupinah  so 
stale  ženske in si pripovedovale o nevihti.

Lukec jih  n i vpraša l po m ateri. Odšel je  v 
spalnico za ženske. Na dveh posteljah  je še 
spalo dvoje potnic. T ri ženske so imele 
opraviti s svojim i kovčegi. M atere n i bilo.

S tal je  ko izgubljen.
“K je  je  m oja m ati?”
Ženske so ga pogledale. Ena izmed njih  

je  odprla usta  in  m u začela nekaj pripovedo­
vati. Z roko m u je  kazala v  neznano smer.

Lukec je  n i razum el. K ot p ijan  je  prišel 
na krov. Poiskal je  S lokarja.

“K je  je  m ati?”
Slokar je  postal in pomislil.
“Počakaj m e!”
Odšel je. Lukec je  ostal na  mestu. Ni ga 

zanim al škorec ne Spanjolka, k i ga je  zam an 
klicala . . . S lokar se je  km alu  vrnil. Im el je  
resen obraz. Pom ignil m u je  z roko.

“Pojdi z m enoj!”
Sla sta. Po poti je  vpraša l Lukec plaho: 

“K je  je m ati?”
“Bolna je .”
Lukcu so planile  solze v oči. S težka se je 

ub ran il joka. Občutil je  težo v prsih.
Stopila sta v  bolniško sobo. Na dveh po­

ste ljah  sta ležali neka Ita lijanka  in neka  P o r­
tugalka. Na t re t j i  postelji je  ležala m ati 
vznak. Roke je  držala na odeji. Oči je imela 
napol zaprte.

Lukec je  stopil k  postelji. M ati ga ni opa­

zila. V dečku se je  porodila grenka skrb. 
Ni vedel, kaj naj stori, kaj naj reče. P r ije l  
jo je  za roko.

“M ati!”
Ta je  odprla oči. Obrnila  je  glavo in pogle­

dala na  sina. Velika blaženost se j i  je  razlila 
po obrazu.

“Lukec!”
“Mati, ali ste  bolni? H udo?”
“Malo,” je  dejala komaj slišno. In  je  skrbe­

la zanj: “Ali je  bilo tud i tebi slabo?”
“Tudi,” je  dejal Lukec kom aj slišno. Ža­

lost m u je zadrgnila  besedo. “P a  sem že do­
ber . . . Saj boste . . . tud i vi ozdraveli . . .” 

“Bom,” je  odgovorila. “Seveda bom . . .” 
Vstopil je  zdravnik. Ni pogledal nikogar, 

šel je  naravnost do bolnice . . . Dejal j i  je  ne ­
kaj in se nasm ehnil. M ati ga je  gledala z 
vprašujočim  pogledom. Potipal ji je  žilo, 
poslušal na n jen ih  prsih. Dal ji  je  zdravil.

Lukec je  gledal od daleč. Ko je  zdravnik  
ogledal še ostali bolnici in hotel oditi, se je 
deček opogumil.

“Saj m ati . . .  ne bo u m rla?”
Z dravnik  je  postal. Gledal je  v Lukca. 

Da, to je  bil tisti deček, ka te rem u je  ozdravil 
škorca. Videl ga je  tud i p r i  kap itanu  v pi­
sarni. N asm ehnil se m u je, m u  podal roko. 
Ni ga razum el. S lokar je  ponovil Lukčevo 
vprašanje. Z dravn ik  se je  zresnil. Gledal 
je  v  dečka dolgo, kakor da nekaj misli. 

“Kaj m i daš, če jo ozdravim ?”
Lukec ni pomišljal. Obljubil je, ka r  je 

im el najdražjega.
“Škorca.”
“No, p rav ,” se je  zdravnik  nasmehnil. “Po­

trud il  se bom.”
In je  odšel.

22.
Lukec je  ostal p r i  m ateri. Sedel je  k  po­

stelji in jo gledal. M ati n i sm ela govoriti, 
n i se sm ela razburja ti. Težko je  sopla. Skozi 
pol odprte  trepaln ice  je  gledala v strop. Kaj 
je  mislila. Kaj je  trpela?  Zdaj pa zdaj se je 
ozrla po sinu. G ledala ga je dolgo. Nato se 
m u je  nasm ehnila. N asm ehnil se je tudi on.

Z dravnik  je  p riha ja l in odhajal. Bil je  re ­
sen, ko da je  jezen. Ni dejal besede. Lukec 
je  odšel le  tupatam  za trenu tek . Takoj se je 
vrnil in znova sedel k postelji.

( D a l j e  p r i h o d n j i č . )
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“RESNICA”
Katka Zupančič

Emil učenec je 
nov v razredu.
“Treba poslati še 
tega h pregledu . .

Hrapava, težka je 
pot do zdravnika—
Emil po nji se 
še komaj pomika.

Gladka in lahka je 
pot od zdravnika—
Emil prid irja  
in glasno skovika:

“Čujte resnico od 
mene, junaka!
Vprašal zdravnik me je: 
“K je je  napaka?”

Jaz pa, to vsakdo ve, 
pravi sem ptiček— 
in sem zdravniku 
pokazal jeziček . . .”

Tongue Twisters

The soldier’s shoulder s trap  slipped from  the 
so ld ier’s shoulder.

F a t  F ra n k  flies flags and  flings firew orks. 
S w eet Silly Susan sew ed six sp lit shirts.
The frit te rs  F ran n ie  flipped F rid ay  fa ttened  

fussy F rann ie .
F ou r  funny  fish flipping fins.

THE ANGEL OF THE BATTLEFIELD

(Continued from  page 5)

and no one was authorized to receive them. 
After heroic service on the battlefield, for 
which Miss Barton received from Empress 
Augusta and the Em peror the Iron Cross of 
Merit, conferred only on those who earn it 
by heroic deeds on the field of battle; she 
worked in the devastated cities, w here the 
poor had taken refuge during bombardments, 
and were living in squalor.

As soon as possible, after her re tu rn  to 
the homeland, Clara Barton w ent to Wash­
ington to urge the acceptance of the Geneva 
Treaty. She found th a t the m atter  had been 
delayed and overlooked simply because “It 
had always been delayed.”

It was not until after the inauguration of 
President Garfield th a t the trea ty  received 
recognition and his hearty  approval. Only 
his untim ely death prevented him from 
signing it. This was left for his successor, 
President A rthur, who signed it.

One of Clara B arton’s close friends wrote: 
“And our country may know that one of 

its wisest, most hum ane treaties exists 
through the unw earying perseverance of a 
wom an.”

And that wom an—the Angel of the Battle ­
field—Clara Barton.

W INDY W ASHY DAY



THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLD
(Continued.)

It is not w hat you would call a pretty  
bird, but the naturalists only showed w hat 
they had. They added as little as possible 
to the form, only filling up the gaps so as to 
m ake a complete bird. But the main point 
is tha t it has teeth—well-marked, well- 
formed, definite teeth—and that is w hat 
proves the development of the bird from 
the reptile. Now we come back to the “bird 
tracks” in the  Connecticut sandstone, and 
we see that they may have been the tracks 
of reptiles, just developing birdlike charac­
teristics. Did the b ird’s foot develop before 
the b ird’s wing? Who can say? Geology is 
such a baby, and the stone book is so 
m arred  and m utilated  tha t we really  can­
not tell; but we are quite sure tha t beasts 
and birds developed from reptiles, and that 
they came from amphibians, which came 
from the water. W hat a miracle!

CHAPTER XIX

The History of the Horse

It seems very easy to talk  about the way 
that things change, but we see little or no 
change in the things about us, do we? The 
horse was always a donkey; just as the sheep 
was always a sheep, and a man was always 
a man. Yet here I am saying tha t every­
thing has changed, and tha t all we see and 
know, even to the solid and m ighty hills, 
was developed from the white fire-mist 
which once spread out in hazy m ystery in 
the realms of space. If you believe tha t the 
world was really developed from the fire- 
mist, then  you are compelled to believe that 
all things have developed on the earth, al­
though it seems difficult. It would take 
such a long time for all things to change 
from  a fire-mist, a simple fire-mist, to the 
complicated things tha t are on the earth  to­
day. It would take a long time, of course; 
but time is plentiful in eternity!

W hat we call time is just the  sequence of 
events. The world tu rns  round in twenty- 
four hours, and we call tha t a day; bu t a 
day is not a real thing. I t  is only the revolu­
tion of a ball. How m any times will the 
ball revolve before it gets tired? The num ­

ber of revolutions will give you the age of 
the world. We th ink  tha t it is an im portant 
m atter, but it is not, really. You have to 
change your point of view when you dare 
to ask how the world originated.

You th ink  of the horse as a fixed type of 
animal, and so it is, relatively to other 
animals. All the  same, a horse has de­
veloped, just as everything else has, and we 
are only now finding it out. I rem em ber 
when Professor M arsh found the fossil re ­
mains of the horse in America, and yet we 
used to th ink there  never had been any 
horses in America till the  Spaniards took 
them  over, after 1492. That was the date 
when Columbus discovered America. Think 
of Spaniards taking horses across the A tlan­
tic in their little ships, over four hundred 
years ago! We bring horses from England 
to Australia now, 13,000 miles; but we car­
ry them  in steampships, and we know how 
long it will take, almost to an hour. W hen 
the Spaniards took horses across the A tlan­
tic they had to trust to the wind, and they 
never knew how long they would be, and 
the ships were very, very small, and storms 
were just as frequent then as now. Yet 
they took the soldiers’ horses to America.

When I was a little boy, and read about 
Cortes and Pizarro conquering South A m eri­
ca, I rem em ber w hat an effect the  sight of 
the horses had on the natives. They thought 
the horse and the man were one animal, 
and when the m an fired his gun, and they 
saw the flame and heard the report, their 
terro r of the new animal was complete. 
That was how the small band of Spaniards 
w ere able to conquer Mexico and all South 
America. The point I w an t to make here is 
simply tha t horses were quite unknown to 
the people in America. They had never 
seen or heard of one, and when the Spaniards 
came w ith  their horses they w ere terrified 
at the sight of them. W hen the Spanish 
horses escaped to the great level lands of 
South America—the “Pam pas” they call 
them —they flourished exceedingly, and 
grew wild, and galloped over all the  land in 
enormous droves, like the waves of the sea.

You wonder w hy the horses had never ap­



peared in America w hen they had been so 
common in all historic time in Europe and 
Asia. W hen you learn  tha t the bones of the 
fossil horse were discovered in America 
aftei'wards, w hen men began to study ge­
ology, you wonder still more. The horse 
was very common in America “once upon 
a time,” before men had ever seen America. 
The ancestor of the horse was developed in 
America, and m ust have been very  w ide­
spread on tha t great continent. But how 
did it get from its home, in w hat we now 
call America, to the other parts of the world? 
Once you s tart thinking about this subject, 
you will find tha t there  is no end to the 
w onder and to the curious things in con­
nection w ith  it. There m ust have been a 
great change in America to destroy the 
equine life entirely, bu t w hat th a t change 
was I am quite unable to explain. I w ant 
you to understand tha t the m ystery of life 
and the world is greater to me than  it can 
possibly be to you, for I have found out 
w hat a lot of things I do not know, while 
you are ignorant of your ignorance, to some 
ex ten t at least.

An old-world poet nam ed Lucretius who 
lived in Italy  before the time of Christ, m ust 
have known that all things change, for he 
sang:—

Tim e m akes m u tab le  the  w hole w o rld ’s mass,
W hich on from  phase to phase m ust ever  range;
N augh t keeps its na tive  likeness; all th ings pass,
All th ings by  N a tu re ’s laws m ust sh ift and 

change.

W hen I first read the history of the  horse, 
as w ritten  in its own bones, in the Peabody 
Museum, in New Haven, Connecticut, U. S. 
A., I was too m uch surprised to understand 
it. I had always thought tha t the horse had 
been a horse from the commencement; but 
when I looked at the bones in the museum 
I saw that there had been a tim e w hen the 
horse was not a horse, as w e understand the 
word. The geologists found the bones of 
the horse in W estern America, buried in the 
rocks and clays and stones of an ancient 
world. They found tha t the  horse, as we 
understand it, was an old animal in point 
of time, bu t—they discovered something 
else. They discovered th a t there was once 
a horse w ith  three toes instead of the single 
hoof which it has now. They saw th a t an 
anim al like the horse had existed in the

Upper Miocene times, but, instead of having 
one toe, it had three. They called it the 
hipparion, and they studied its character. 
Then, in the Upper Eocene, they discovered 
the ancestor of the hipparion, and it also 
had three toes; but the side ones were longer 
than  in the hipparion, and it showed other 
differences as well, and and they called it 
the anchitherium. Then they discovered 
the ancestor of the anchitherium, which 
they called the orohippus, and it had four 
toes; and there was another named eohip- 
pus, but I forget w hen it came in. Now 
look at the bones of the horse’s feet, and 
tell me w hat difference you See! I have 
seen the bones themselves, and have read a 
good deal about them ; and I am quite cer­
tain tha t these bones are the bones of the 
horse and its ancestors; and I am also quite 
certain tha t the horse of to-day is the de­
scendant of the horses tha t lived in America 
long, long ago.

W hen you look at the foot and ankle of 
a horse, you will find tha t the splint bones 
—as they call them —are the relics of the big 
bones tha t existed long ago. The horse has 
developed one toe, and the others have all 
disappeared except the splint bones, which 
are but the milestones to direct us back to 
the horse’s ancestors.

I have not shown you the foot of the five­
toed horse, for the simple reason tha t I did 
not see it myself; bu t I have no doubt at all 
about its existence. There was once a five­
toed horse, bu t it was no larger than  a fox 
or hare; it was a swift little creature, tha t 
flourished in the w estern  parts of America 
a very long time ago—millions of years ago 
—and it grew bigger and stronger and 
swifter all through the ages, and gave rise 
to the quagga, and the ass, and all the varie ­
ties that exist today.

It died out in America. You can read  all 
tha t I have been telling you in the  stone 
books of geology; bu t you cannot read w hy 
the horse died out in America, nor how it 
reached Europe and Asia, nor can you read 
—as yet—w here and w hen the changes took 
palce in the varieties of the horse, bu t— 
there are the bones in the New Haven M u­
seum to show you tha t the changes have 
taken place.

(To be continued in n ex t issue)



JUST FOR FUN
THANKSGIVING DAY

Mollie the mouse has errands to do.
So she gleefully skips to town;
Over stones and brush she gaily trips 
With her hat and basket brown.

Mollie the mouse buys a piece of cheese 
And corn so yellow  and sweet;
A nibble of fruit and a bit of cake 
To make her shopping complete.

She's quite excited for there's work to do 
For tomorrow is Thanksgiving Day—
There's house to clean and dinner to cook. 
For the friends who w ill come to stay.

* * * * *

Brain Teasers
1. The nam es Lincoln, Madison, and  Jefferson  are 

all nam es of P residen ts. W hat else are they  
nam es of?

2. The la rgest island of the  Philipp ines is: A — 
Oahu; B—Luzon; Cl—Kiska.

3. The ra n k  of an  A rm y  officer w ho w ears tw o 
silver bars is: A —‘Captain ; B—Lt. C om m ander; 
C—Lt. Colonel.

4. The f irs t V ice-Presiden t of the  U nited  S tates 
was: A—Adam s; B—Madison; C—Jefferson.

5. C am ouflaged ta rge ts  can be detected  by  our 
bom bardiers. (True of False.)

* * * * *

Thanksgiving Quizzer

1. The favorite  T hanksgiving d inner is: A—H am ; 
B—Beef; C— Turkey.

2. We ce lebrate  this holiday on: A—Thursday; 
B— Friday; C—Monday.

3. T hanksgiving D ay w as celebrated  by  th e  P il ­
grim s about: A — 100 years  ago; B—200 years  
ago; C—300 years  ago.

4. Boys and  girls like Thanksgiv ing  because: A 
—They see Indians; B—They get a holiday 
from  school; C/—They can all ea t a lot of 
goodies.

5. The firs t T hanksgiving was held to: A—Give 
thanks  for a successful yea r; B—M ake friends 
w ith  the Indians; C—M ake friend ly  relations 
w ith  England.

* * * * *

HOBBIES

Do you know what the hobbies are of the various
outstanding men in today's history? In Column
A are the names of the prominent men and in
Column B are the hobbies. Can you match them?

COLUMN A 
Pres. Roosevelt 
Winston Churchill 
Chas. F. Kettering  
H. V. Kaltenborn 
Henry Ford

COLUMN B 
Painting 
Reading
Stamp Collecting 
Clocks
Table Tennis

By Ernestine Jugj

Word Mystery

W hat occupation w ould you  like to follow w hen 
you grow  up? Susie and  Bob m ade a list, b u t  b e ­
fore you can read  it you have to unscram ble  the 
words. Can you do it?

1. aw lrey  5. inm er
2. t iroava 6. runse
3. codrot 7. heae ter
4. neigneer  8. hu tberc

* * * * *

Zany Zoo Names

Georgie and P a t  w en t to the  zoo one day and 
saw m any  animals. W hen they  tr ied  to w rite  
down th e  an im als’ names, they  could no t speil 
them-. So th e y ’ve only given us the  f irs t and 
last le tter. I t ’s a tuffie, b u t  you ’ll be able 1o 
guess them .

1. g-
2. t -
3. b-
4. s -

5. k -
6. s-
7. 1-
8. z-

-o
-1
-d
-a

* * * * *

Problem of the Month

W hen you drop an  object from  a he igh t it falls 
th rough 16.1 fee t in th e  firs t second, 48.3 in the  
next, 80.5 in the  th ird  and so on, in a r ithm etica l 
progression. H ow  fa r  w ill it fall in the  7th sec­
ond? H ow  far  in seven seconds?

* * * * *

FILMVILLE

Of the current movies now in local theaters, 
can you tell us what is wrong with the following  
movie titles?

1. For Whom the Bell Rings.
2. Cabin in the Clouds.
3. This is the Navy.
4. Watch on the River
5. My Horse Flicka
6. Back Door Canteen

* * * * *

L et’s w ork  h ard  w ith  all our m ight 
To help our country  w in  this fight.

O ur soldier boys give t'heir all—
L e t’s everyone heed  our coun try ’s call.

H elp sw ing V ctory our w ay 
By buying  bonds or stam ps today.

* * * * *

(Answers to Puzzles on Back Inside Cover Page.)

Rubber Heels

M other: “Tommy, how  is it I  f ind  you  w ith  
your hand  in the  cookie ja r? ”

Tom m y: “I don’t know , m other, unless it’s b e ­
cause you w ear ru b b e r  heels.”



LET'S PLAY GAMES
“The spectra l hand  of Halloween,
W ith eerie and  uncanny  m ien 
Bids you a w elcom e to its fete 
W here ghosts and w itches you  w ill g ree t 
A nd much, I ’m  sure, to your surprise, 
T h ey ’ll pene tra te  th rough  your disguise 
A nd guide you th rough  the  secret pass 
T h a t leads you to th e ir  haun t,  Alas!
Enough is said—do not delay  
By eigh t a t n igh t 
T hey’ll hold fu ll  sw ay.”

A  spooky, o ld-fashioned H allow een  p a r ty  is a 
g rand  w ay  to b ring  th e  season to a close. A p ­
p rop ria te  inv ita tions should  be sen t ou t a t least 
one w eek  in advance. D ecorating  the  room  can 
be a lot of fun  if you  le t your im agina tion  ru n  
wild! Cornstalks, pum pkins, branches, and 
leaves should  be scattered  here  and  there . W itch ­
es, bats, and spiders should be hung  on the  walls. 
A w itches cave in one corner m ay  serve as a fo r ­
tune  te lling  booth. The cave effect can be 
achieved by tu rn in g  a tab le  over w ith  th e  top 
to the  w all and  covering th e  legs and  ex tend ing  
top w ith  g ray  crepe paper. B ranches and  co rn ­
sta lks com plete th e  effect. A rea l looking gypsy 
fo rtune  te lle r  and  a w itch  can prove big hit. And 
don ’t fo rge t to d im  th e  ligh ts w ith  d a rk  b lue  
crepe paper. Games, of course, a re  alw ays in 
order, so le t ’s s ta r t  th e  p a r ty  w ith —

H allow een Faces

A H allow een p a r ty  is a lw ays m ore succesful if 
th e  guests a re  m asked  for a t  least p a r t  of the  
evening. Since it  is often  d ifficu lt to have  the  
guests come m asked, w h y  not have  th em  m ake 
th e ir  m asks a f te r  they  arrive?  This can easily  be 
done by  giving each guest a la rge  paper sack and 
some colored cha lk  or pieces of crayon. The sack 
is to be used as a hood, w ith  holes to rn  out for 
th e  eyes. The cha lk  is used  to decorate  th e  
masks. A fte r  all m asks have  been  completed, 
the  lights should  be tu rn e d  out. Each guest then  
pu ts  on his  pape r  sack and  m oves to a d iffe ren t 
position. W hen th e  ligh ts a re  flashed  on again, 
each guest tr ies to iden tify  as m any  people as 
possible. As each person  is iden tified  a m a rk  is 
p u t  on his m ask  by th e  person  w ho recognized 
him. As a su rp rise  fin ish  to th is  game, give a 
sm all prize to the  guest w ho has th e  m ost m arks 
on his mask, for being so w ell known.

Ghost Treasure

D raw  one sm all circle in cen ter of floor w ith  
four la rge  circles equally  d is tan t from  center. 
D ivide group into four teams. Each team  occu­
pies one circle. This is th e ir  hom e base. A pile 
of peanu ts  or candy  is placed in th e  cen te r  circle. 
C ut the  num bers  1, 2, 3, and  4 from  a ca lendar 
and  pin on back  of each m em ber of co rrespond ­
ing group. U pon th e  signal to s ta rt ,  a ll p layers  
ru n  out to get the  treasure , ca rry ing  aw ay  one 
piece a t a time. If  a p la y e r’s n u m b e r  is taken

S ubm itted  by Marge Jeric

off by an  opponent w hile  outside of hom e base, 
he  is “d e a d ” and out of th e  game. If m ore  than  
one peanu t is taken  the  guilty  group is d isqua li ­
fied. Count the  trea su re  to de term ine  w inners. 
A ll the  spoils go to the  w inning  group.

Dance of the  W itches

P layers  form  two circles—boys on the  outside, 
girls on the  inside. If m ore girls th a n  boys, ex tra  
girls pa ir  off half  on ou ter and  half  on inner 
circle. One p layer  m arches in cen te r  of circle 
w ith  broom  in hands. A  lively m arch  is p layed  
as couples m arch  around. W hen w histle  blows, 
the  inner circle reverses and  both  circles continue 
to m arch  to m usic un ti l  the  p layer  in  center 
d rops the  broom  and  m akes a dash  for a pa r tne r.  
The p layer  le ft out is the  “W itch” n ex t time.

A pp le  Fortunes

I t  w ou ldn ’t be H allow een w ithou t la rge  . tubs 
of w a te r  and apples for apple ducking. If  this 
isn’t  convenient, apples m ay  be s trung  on a 
clothesline, and  players (w ith  hands behind 
back) bob for apples. Be su re  to s tr ing  apples a t 
various lengths so th a t  sm all and ta ll a like m ay 
pick th e  apple closest to the ir  m outh. A fter  d u ck ­
ing or bobbing fo r  apples, each person b reaks  or 
cuts his apple in half, and  counts out his fortune.

“M urder”

The “w itch” now  announces th a t  a “m u rd e r” is 
to be com m itted  on the  spot. Each person draw s 
a slip from  a box. W hat is on it  is kep t secret. 
O nly one slip is m arked , and it carries the  one 
w ord “m u rd e re r .” The lights a re  tu rn ed  out and 
th e  group m ills a round  th e  room  u n ti l  th e  “m u r ­
d e re r” finds his “v ic tim .” He does this by  p u t ­
ting  his hand  loosely abou t the  th ro a t of some 
person. T h a t person  scream s an d  falls to the 
floor. The lights are  f lashed on. T he “prosecu t­
ing a tto rn ey ,” w ho has been  selected previously, 
requ ires  every  person to tak e  the  “w itness s tand .” 
Each person, except the  gu ilty  p arty , m ust answ er 
t ru th fu lly  any  question  asked  by  the  “a tto rney .” 
W hen the  questioning is finished, th e  crowd votes 
on who they  th in k  is th e  “m u rd e re r .” T hen  the  
“m u rd e re r” confesses. A good prosecu ting  a t ­
to rney  can m ake th is  a m ost in te resting  feature .

Learn lo Be Cheerful

L earn  to be cheerful. Tell a helpfu l story. A 
w ell-to ld  story  is as w elcom e as a sunbeam  in  a 
sickroom. I t  smooths th e  way.

Keep Your Troubles

L earn  to keep  your troubles to yourself. The 
w orld is too busy to linger over your p e t ty  ills 
and  sorrows. D on’t  b u rd en  others w ith  yo u r  com­
plaints. If you  cannot see any  good in the  world, 
keep  th e  bad to yourself.



ZGODBE 0  BOMBAŽU
(N adaljevanje .)

Gospodje rav n a te lji  velik ih  tekstiln ih  tovarn  
posta ja jo  nem irni. Kaj, če jim  zm anjka bombaža? 
Ali naj ustav ijo  obrate? Ali naj se odrečejo po ­
slovnim  dobičkom?

“Halo! H alo!” te lefon irajo  gospodje ravna te l ji  
svojim  zaupnikom  v A leksandrijo , K alkuto , S in- 
gapor, Šanghai, N ew  York, Bahijo. “Pokup ite  ves 
bombaž za nas! Po dnevni ceni. S te razum eli?”

“Halo! Halo! Tu govori A leksandrija , K alkuta , 
B ahija ,” se jav lja jo  zaupniki. “F a rm ar ji  ne dajo 
bom baža po današn jih  cenah .”

“Halo! P lačajte  d raž je!” odgovarja jo  gospodje 
ravnate lji.

Halo! Halo! Kaj dela predsednik  Roosevelt?
Halo! Halo! P redsedn ik  Roosevelt sedi v “beli 

h iši” in se sm ehlja.

DON PEDRO R O S A S  SE V E SE L I  
D O BRE L E T IN E

Račun p redsedn ika  Roosevelta ni bil popolnom a 
točen. P redsedn ik  Roosevelt n i vedel, da živi n e ­
k je  v  Braziliji don P edro  Rosas

Don P edro  Rosas je  podje ten  gospod. Takih 
pod je tn ih  gospodav pa je  več. Žive v Braziliji, v 
Egiptu, v Vzhodni A friki, v A vstraliji, v Indiji, 
na  K ita jskem , na  Sundskem  otočju in še drugje.

P od je tn i gospodje mnogo dajo na  dober zaslu ­
žek. Ne zam ude nobene prilike, k je r  se lahko  za ­
služi denar. V svojih račun ih  navadno ne delajo 
napak. K upčija  je  zan je nekaj resnega, k je r  člo­
vek  ne sme de la ti  nobenih  neum nosti. P ra v  do ­
bro vedo, kdaj se izplača, da  v kako pod je tje  v ta k ­
nejo svoj_ težko zasluženi denar, da j im  da lepe 
obresti. Že v napre j točno določijo, če se bo za­
deva  posrečila ali ne.

Poleg pod je tn ih  gospodov žive v teh  p ok ra jinah  
še Indijanci, Kreoli, Črnci, Indijci, M alajci in  K i­
tajci. Večinoma so delavci. D enarja  n im ajo  in 
žive samo od dela svojih rok. K er n im ajo  d e n a r ­
ja, se ne spuščajo v kupčijo. N avadno so tud i s la ­
bi računarji.  R ačunanje  prepuščajo  pod je tn im  go­
spodom.

K ako? No, pa  poglejmo!
V Južn i A m erik i je  Brazilija. B razilija je  en a ­

ko k rak  trikotnik . Površina tega tr ik o tn ik a  znaša 
8,511,190 š tir ja šk ih  km. Na to p loskev bi lahko 
razgrn ili štiri in tr idese t Jugoslavij. V Braziliji 
je  torej dovolj p rosto ra  za tako ogrom no reko 
ko t je  A m azonka z vsem i n jen im i pritoki. Ob 
A m azonki in p ritok ih  raste jo  velikansk i p ragoz­
dovi. V n jih  osrčja še n ik d a r  n i stopila noga b e ­
lega človeka. Po ve jah  pragozdnega d rev ja  se 
vzpenja jo  opice, v  b u jn e m  lis tju  gnezdijo živopi- 
sani ptiči, v podrasti se skrivajo  kače in mrzlica.

Šest desetin  Brazilije n am aka  A m azonka s svo­
jim i pritoki.

Južno  od pragozdov so tra v n a te  ravnine. K am - 
pos (campos) j im  prav ijo  Brazilci. P o lja  bi rek li 
po naše. N a rav n in a h  ras te  šopasta trava . Med 
travo  se bohoti še lepše cve tje  ko n a  severnoam e­
r išk ih  p rerijah . Tudi g rm ovje ras te  na  ravninah .

R avnine gnoji odm irajoča t ra v a  že od nekdaj.

Zem ljo nam aka jo  tople plohe. Vroče sonce jo p r e ­
greva.

Z em lja n a  braz iljsk ih  po ljanah  je  rodovitna. 
Rodi kakor drugod m alokje. N a tej zem lji zraste:

sadje, tobak, sladkorn i trs,
kako (ena šestina svetovnega pridelka, k i zn a ­

ša približno 513 m ilijonov k ilogram ov),
kava  (ena t re t j in a  svetovnega pridelka, k i zn a ­

ša oribližno 1360 m ilijonov kilogram ov).
Na braz iljsk ih  kam posih  pa  zraste  tud i bom ­

baž. Ni tako dober ko severnoam eriški, a če tega 
ni dovolj, velja  iu d i  braziljski.

Don P edro  Rosas, k i ga p redsedn ik  Roosevelt 
ni upošteval v svojem  računu, je pod je ten  B razi-  
ljec. Rad p ripovedu je  o sebi, da  je  potom ec tistih  
junašk ih  Portugalcev, k i so osvojili Brazilijo. M o­
goče je  to res, k e r  je  don P edro  zelo ponosen in 
podjeten  gospod. Vsi č istokrvni Braziljci so taki. 
Sicer pa  nihče ne ve, od kod je  don P edro  prišel.

Lepega dne se je  pojavil v  mestu. Bil je  ob le­
čen, kako r bi ga p ra v k a r  vzel iz škatlice. N a ro ­
kah  se m u  blešče težki, zlati, z d rag u lj i  okrašeni 
prstani. N jegova u ra  je  p rav i čudež iz z lata  in 
dragega kam enja .

Nihče tud i ne ve, k je  si je  don P edro  vse to 
prislužil. M orda trg u je  s s ladkorn im  trsom, m o r ­
da  s kavo, z gum ijem , s kakaom , m orda  je  la s tn ik  
kakega zlatokopa.

B razilija  je  velika. Tam  ljud je  ne gledajo d rug  
drugem u  v lonec. V Braziliji l jud je  niso n a  te s ­
nem. Zato se za p re tek lost ne sprašu je jo  mnogo. 
In ne mislijo mnogo nanjo. Vsaj don P edro  Rosas 
ne. Sicer pa: kaj je  kom u m ar, odkod im a don 
Pedro  svoje bogastvo?

Braziljcev je  48 milijonov.
9% se jih  peča z različnim i poklici.
8% je zaposlenih s trgovino in prom etom .

13% jih  dela v rudn ik ih  in tovarnah.
70% Braziljcev  obdeluje zemljo.
Med tem i je  nekaj m alega velik ih  fa rm arjev , 

nekoliko več je  m alih  fa rm arjev , vsi d rug i pa so 
poljedelski delavci. T ak  delavec je  tud i Antonio. 
N avaden Antonio, k i n i pod je ten  gospod. N im a 
ne prstanov, ne zlate ure.

Antonio je  sploh brez ure. Živi iz ro k  v  usta. 
Po njegovih žilah ne  teče čista po rtugalska  kri. 
Njegovi p redn ik i so bili belci, črnci in Indijanci, 
zato je  mestic. S ta lnega bivališča nim a. Zdaj ža ­
n je  sladkorn i trs, zdaj obira bombaž, zdaj o trgu je 
kavo, zdaj koplje  premog. Ko p re jm e  svojo m ez­
do, poveže culo in gre d rugam  za delom. Včasih 
ga dobi, včasih tud i ne. T ak ra t  gre v  m esto in 
oprezuje na  ulicah, če se bo k je  kaj našlo.

M nogokrat oprezuje na  u licah  tu d i  Miguel. On 
ni mestic. M ula t (m ešanec) je. K a jt i  n jegovi 
p redn ik i so bili samo belci in črnci.

Č istokrven je  samo Ču-Teh, k i je  K itajec. P red  
le ti je  p rišel v  Brazilijo, k e r  so m u  na K ita jskem  
rekli, d a  je  v  Braziliji zaslužek večji. P a  ni. K a ­
kor ž ivotari Č u-T eh  v  Braziliji, b i lahko  životaril 
tud i dom a n a  K ita jskem  ob obali R um ene reke.

(Dalje prihodnjič.)
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A  Christmas Meeting in the SNPJ
A  O ne-A ct P lay  

By Michael Vrhovnik

CHARACTERS:
W ILLIAM , Ju v en ile  Circle P residen t, age 16 
FRANCES, the  Circle T reasurer, age 15 
EDDIE, mischievous, b u t  ready  w orker, age 13 
STANLEY, ano ther  m ischievous m em ber, age 12 
MR. JERICH , ex -fa rm er  from  K ansas 
MRS. JERICH , 'his k in d h ear ted  wife 
MARGARET, the  oldest daughter, age 15 
ANNIE, the  youngest daughter, age 7 
JO H NN IE, th e  only son, age 11 
BETTY LAURICH, n ex t door neighbor, age 16 
JEN N Y  LAURICH, h e r  sister, age 14 
ADDITIONAL PLA Y ER S for m eeting  and  en te r ­

ta in m en t

SCENE: A n  o rd inary  m eeting  hall w ith  chairs 
and tab le  d isarranged . T here  are  several 
charte rs  and pennan ts  on the  wall, a clothes 
tree  or tw o in one corner and  a C hristm as tree  
p a r tly  decorated  in another. A box of tinsel 
and  decorations are  on a n earby  chair. The 
tim e, an  evening before Christm as.

AT RISE OF CURTAIN: (W illiam and  F rances 
en te r  from  right, d ressed  appropria te ly  for the  
season)

W ILLIAM  (looking at his w atch): Gosh, i t ’s la te 
—alm ost six o’clock and  so m any  th ings to  be 
done! L e t’s h u rry  and  get the  p lace in o rder 
before th e  res t of the  m em bers  arrive.
(Both rem ove the ir  w raps and  hang  them  on 
the  clothes tree.)

FRANCES: I guess th e  f irs t  th ing  w e’ll have  to 
do is a rrange  the  chairs and  tab le  in  th e ir  
p roper places. A bou t how  m any  chairs do 
you th in k  w e’ll need  for the  m eeting? (S tarts  
to a rrange  th e  chairs)

W ILLIAM : Q uite a few, I  im agine, for th e re ’s 
usua lly  a big a ttendance  a t th e  C hristm as 
m eeting  and  besides, w e m u s tn ’t  fo rge t t’h a t 
m any  of th e  paren ts  w ill come, too. (While 
talking, he  helps w ith  th e  chairs)

FRA NC ES (draw ing  a finger across a chair): 
W -w -h-h-e-e-w -w ! A re these chairs dusty! 
I ’ll get a cloth and  w ipe th em  off. (Hurries 
out and  re tu rn s  qu ick ly  w ith  cloth) 

W ILLIAM  (draw s finger  across table): W hile
you ’re  abou t it, be su re  to w ipe off t'he table, 
too. D ust su re  accum ulates around  here. 
(Both busy  them selves cleaning and  a r ra n g ­
ing chairs—h u m  a X m as tune.)

EDDIE (enters from  R, sm iling broadly): Hello, 
fellow  m em bers! A  m e rry  C hristm as to you 
both!

WIL. & FRAN, ( re tu rn  greetings s im ultaneously): 
The sam e to you, Eddie, and  m an y  m ore of 
them ! (They keep  r ig h t  on w orking.)

EDDIE (removes coat and  ha t): Say, you  tw o are 
p re t ty  busy, a re n ’t you? I ’ll give you a hand  
as soon as I  p u t  aw ay  m y  clothes. (This he

does and then  surveys the  C hristm as tree.) 
T h a t’s a m igh ty  nice looking tree, b u t  I th ink  
it needs m ore  decorations, don’t you?

W ILLIAM : Yes, it does. I was ju s t going to take 
care of th a t  myself, b u t  since you ’re w illing 
to help, you ’ll find  t'he tinsel and  a few  o ther 
decorations in th a t  box over th e re  (points a t 
box on chair)—A nd hu rry , for w e h av e n ’t 
m uch tim e left.

FRANCES: A nd w hen  you ’re th rough, tu rn  on the  
lights. I t ’ll m ake the  place look m ore Christ- 
maslike.

EDDIE: Okay, Francka , I ’ll do any th ing  you say 
—yes, anything. (As he says this, he grins 
m ischievously at her, and  th e n  begins to dec­
orate  th e  tree.)

STANLEY (enters from  R, all out of b rea th ): Oh, 
hello, everybody! (Puff-puff) A v ery  M erry  
C hristm as to you all! (Puff-puff) I—I—ra n  
all th e  way, so I w ou ldn ’t be la te  for the  m e e t­
ing. (Continues b rea th ing  heavily.)

EDDIE: F or the  m eeting? You m ean  the  p ar ty  
and  the  gifts, don’t  you? This is the  f irs t tim e 
since las t C hristm as th a t  you  w eren ’t  late. 
(Turns to the  tree  and  keeps on w ith  his 
w ork.)

STANLEY (with a w ave  of his hand, disgustedly): 
A -a-w -w -w , g-a-a-w -w -a-n! Y ou’re no better!  

(Pause) Say, who do you th in k  I saw  dow n 
t'he s tree t a few  m inu tes  ago? (Pause)

EDDIE (quickly): Well, w hom  did you see? Tell us.
STANLEY: B e tty  and  Je n n y  L aurich  w alk ing

along w ith  five s trangers—n ever saw  them  
before.

FRANCES: They could be rela tives from  out of 
town, here  for the  holidays?

EDDIE: I  doub t it v ery  much. W ith  gasoline r a ­
tioning in effect, v ery  few  people are  able to 
tra v e l  out of town.

W ILLIAM : I ’ll b e t i t ’s the ir  n ex t door neighbors, 
w ho ju s t m oved in f rom  Kansas.

STANLEY: Gee, I hope you ’re  right! M aybe
th e y ’ll a t ten d  our meeting! (Fa in t voices are 
h ea rd  off R and get louder) L isten—I ’ll b e t 
t'hat’s th em  com ing now. (Looks ou t of the  
w indow) Yes, th e re  they  are  dow n th e  street!

EDDIE: Say, I ’ve got a sw ell idea! L e t’s all crouch 
dow n behind  the  table, and  w hen  they  come 
in, w e ’ll jum p  up  toge ther  and  yell, “M erry  
C hris tm as!” W hat do you say?

FRANCES: Come on, everybody! Quick, before 
they  get here! (All four crouch dow n behind  
table.)
(In comes a group of m em bers, led  by  B e tty  
and J e n n y  Laurich . All, excep t Betty , stop 
ju s t inside th e  en trance  laughing  and  talking. 
— T hen B e tty  takes com m and of th e  situation.)

BETTY: Well, isn’t  this a nice howdy-you-do! 
W e’re the  f irs t ones here .—I can’t u nders tand  
it a t  all.—'Why— (Before she can say ano ther  

w ord, th e  four jum p  up and  g ree t them.)



EDDIE (laughing loudly): Ha! Ha! Ha! We had  
you w orried  for a m inute, d idn ’t we? Boy, 
this sure was a sm art trick, w asn ’t it, Jenny? 
(Looks a t h e r  teasingly.) Ha! Ha! Ha!

JEN NY : Oh, no, you d idn ’t, Mr. S m art Aleck! I 
knew  all the  w hile  you w ere there.

STANLEY: I ’ll bet you did.—Ho! Ho! Ho!
BETTY: Well, now, th a t  you ’ve had  your little  

fun  at our expense, I ’d like to in troduce our 
n ew  neighbors from  Kansas, w here  they  lived 
on a farm . (Pause.) This is Mr. Je rich  — — 
Mrs. Je rich  — — and  the ir  th ree  children, 
M argare t—Johnn ie—and  Annie. (Pause.) A nd 
h e re ’s news, I ’m  sure, you ’re going to like. 
T hey’re all going to join the local S N P J 
Lodge! Isn ’t th a t  grand?

ALL M EMBERS (together): W onderful.—H urray , 
for the  Je rich  family!

MR. JE R IC H  (steps forw ard): Well, all I can say 
is th a t  we Jeriches are certain ly  happy  to m eet 
up w ith  such a fine group of boys and girls, 
and  w e’re  m-ig'hty p roud  to be w ith  you on 
th is  occasion.

MRS. JE R IC H  (looking around  and adm iring  the  
hall): My, b u t th is  is a fine m eeting  place. 
Do you hold  all your Circle m eetings here?

W ILLIAM  (who all th is tim e looked on proudly): 
Yes, we do. We m ee t here  tw ice a m onth. 
This hall, w e w a n t you  to know, belongs to 
th e  SNPJ.

M ARGARET: I ’m  going to enjoy coming here! 
E very th ing  is so n ea t and com fortable!

JO H N N IE  (who has been  lonesome): A nd I ’m
going to enjoy p lay ing  wit'h the  boys— and— 
m aybe, w ith  the  girls, too (winks a t  Jenny , as 
he says this).

ANNIE: As for me, I ’m  going to have  fu n  all 
around. (Ju s t then, Eddie tu rns on the  C hris t­
m as tree  lights.) Oh, look a t the  p re tty  lights 
on the  C hristm as tree!—Isn ’t  it nice! I ’ll bet 
S an ta  Claus w ill be here  any  m inu te  now, 
w on’t  'he? (Looks inquiring ly  a t W illiam  and 
Frances.)

FRANCES: No, I ’m  afra id  he  w on’t  be here  for 
a w hile  y e t—at least no t un ti l  w e’ve h ad  our 
m eeting.

W ILLIAM : W hich rem inds m e th a t  i t ’s tim e to 
s ta r t  the  m eeting. A ll right, everybody! Take 
your seats, quietly! (The officers, William, 
Frances and  B etty  ta k e  the ir  places a t the 
table. The Je riches and o ther m em bers  take  
seats— Stanley  and  Eddie, how ever, rem ain  
standing  a t  one side, laughing  loudly  a t  som e­
th ing  funny  one of th em  m u st hav e  said.)

W ILLIA M  (raps gavel for order): Boys, boys!
L e t’s have  some order, please! W e’re about 
to open the  m eeting, so tak e  your seats at 
once! (The boys lose no tim e obeying the  
order, w hile  W illiam  looks on sternly. Once 
they  are  seated, th e  P re s iden t raps th ree  tim es 
w ith  the  gavel, indicating  th a t  all m ust rise 
w ho are m em bers  of the  SNPJ.) The regu la r
m eeting  of Circle N o................. of the  Slovene
N ational B enefit Society w ill now  come to 
order, b u t  before w e proceed, le t  us g ree t each 
o ther  in  sym bol of friendsh ip  and  brotherhood.

(The greeting sign is executed  by placing the 
r ig h t hand  above the  heart. W hen this has 
been done, th e  P res iden t gives one rap  of the 
gavel as a signal for the  m em bers  to be seated 
again.)

W ILLIAM : You w ere  notified by le t te r  tha t, in 
addition  to some special en te r ta in m en t w hich 
has been  p lanned  for this occasion, w e are  go­
ing to have w ith  us a li ttle  la te r  a very  im ­
p o r tan t visitor, one who comes only once a 
year. F or th a t  reason  we are  going to shorten  
this m eeting  as m uch as possible. A ll business 
perta in ing  to our fu tu re  p rogram  of activities 
shall be rese rved  for action at the  n ex t m e e t­
ing. H ow  does th a t  str ike you?

MEMBERS: Good! H u rray  for S an ta  Claus!
W ILLIAM (raps sharply): L e t m e have  y o u r  a t ­

tention, fellow  m em bers! We are  now  ready  
to have the  Roll Call. W ill th e  S ecre tary  
please read  th e  roster  of officers and  note who 
is absent?

BETTY (reads the  nam es of th e  officers of the  
Circle. Each m u s t answ er “p re se n t” w hen  
his nam e is called. B e tty  th e n  sits down.)

WILLIAM: According to the  Roll Call of Officers, 
all are  p resen t except th e  S ergeant-a t-A rm s. 
Does anyone know  w hy he isn’t  here? (Pauses 
—no answ er.) No one seems to k now  an y ­
th ing  about him, so, in th a t  case, I  w ill have 
to appoin t someone to fill his place for this 
m eeting. (Sees S tan ley  raise his hand.) Yes, 
w h a t is it, S tanley?

STANLEY: I ’m. no t v e ry  big, B ro ther  P residen t, 
b u t  I th in k  I can hand le  th e  job, if you le t me.

W ILLIAM : I t ’s yours for the  asking, Stanley, so 
tak e  your chair and  sit th e re  nea r  th e  en ­
trance, and  be  sure no t to le t  anyone in who 
doesn’t belong!
(Stanley  proud ly  takes his chair and sits nea r  
the  door a t R.)

W ILLIAM : Well, now  th a t  th a t ’s settled, w e’ll 
have the  S ecre tary  read  th e  m inu tes  of the 
previous m eeting.

BETTY (rises and  reads m inu tes  briefly  w ri t te n  
for th is  occasion. The m inu tes  m ay  be an 
exact account of th e  previous m eeting  of the 
Circle giving th e  play, or p a r t ly  or all im ag ­
inary.)

W ILLIAM: M embers, you  hav e  hea rd  the  m inutes 
read. H ave you any  additions or corrections 
to m ake? (Notices Eddie’s hand  up.) Eddie?

EDDIE: B ro ther  P resident, I have a correction to 
m ake. If I  h ea rd  correctly, the  S ecre tary  en ­
te red  th e  w rong  date  for today’s C hristm as 
meeting. I t  should be the  20th, instead  of the  
19th, as she has it. (Note: O ther dates can be 
used to apply  to your affair.)

W ILLIAM  (turns to the  S ecre tary): W ill you ex ­
am ine th e  m inu tes  to see if th e  correction 
offered is r ig h t or wrong?

BETTY (pretending  to read  the  m inu tes  to h e r ­
self): L e t m e see—yes, he re  it is, r ig h t here. 
I t states Sunday, D ecem ber 19th, instead  of 
th e  20th. I w as only half  w rong, b u t  I ’ll cor­
rec t th e  e rro r  a t  once. (Erases one da te  and 
w rites  in another.)



W ILLIAM : Yes, please do th a t  before you forget. 
(Pause.) A re th e re  any  o ther corrections? 
(Pause.) If not, the  m inu tes  of t'he previous 
m eeting  s tand  approved. (Pause.) We w ill 
n e x t  hea r  the  rep o r t of our T reasurer.

FRA NCES (rises slow ly): I ’m  sorry, B ro ther  P re s ­
ident, b u t  I left the  T reasu re r’s book a t home.
I w as so excited  about our C hristm as m eeting  
th a t  I com pletely  forgot it. H ow ever, I know  
the expend itu res  of th e  pas t tw o w eeks off by 
heart, and  th e  cash balance, too. Since m y  
last report, we spen t a to ta l of $3.22, m ostly  
for postage an d  le tte rheads, leaving a balance 
of exactly  $14.73 in the  treasu ry . (Frances 
rem ains on h e r  feet, w ondering  if h e r  repo rt 
w ill be accepted.)

W ILLIAM : I ’m  sorry, too, b u t  according to all 
p a r liam e n ta ry  rules, w e cannot accept such a 
report. We m ust hav e  th e  facts and  figures 
p resen ted  to us in b lack and  w hite . R em em ­
ber th a t  in th e  fu ture , and  be sure  to have  the 
T re asu re r’s book w ith  you  a t th e  n e x t regu la r  
m eeting . (Frances, f lu s te red  and  uneasy, sits 
down.) N ex t in  th e  o rder  of business is the  
read ing  of com m unications. H ave you  an y ­
th ing  there , S iste r S ecretary?

BETTY: Yes, I do. H ere ’s a v e ry  nice le tte r  from  
th e  M ain Office of th e  S N P J  ex tend ing  
G REETIN G S OF THE SEASON to our Circle. 
I t  reads as follows:— (Reads it  and  th e n  goes 
on to another.) A nd h e re ’s a C hristm as card 
from  Circle No. 44. (Reads it also, and  hands 
bo th  to th e  P resident.)

W ILLIAM : W hat is th e  p leasure  of the  m e m b er ­
ship in reg a rd  to these C hris tm as G reetings? 
(Jenny  raises h e r  hand.) Jenny?

JENNY: I m ove a m otion th a t— (Eddie and  S ta n ­
ley  and  a few  o thers laugh  ou t loud.)

W ILLIAM : Boys and  girls! W here a re  your m a n ­
ners? A nyone can m ake a m istake! (Turns 
to Jenny .)  Now, try  th a t  again, Jenny , b u t 
instead  of saying, “I m ove a m otion,” say, “I 
m ak e  a m otion,” and  add  w h a te v e r  else you 
w ere  going to say a fte r  tha t.

JEN N Y  (who has been  s tand ing  and  fidgeting  all 
this t im e ) : I—I m ake  a m otion th a t  the  C hris t­
m as G reetings be accepted and  en tered  in  the 
m inu tes  of this rtieeting, and  th a t  a le tte r  of 
than k s  be sen t to the  M ain  Office and Circle 
No. 44 by  ou r Secretary . (Sits dow n looking 
v ery  happy  and  trium phan t.)

W ILLIA M : T h a t’s perfect, Jenny , and  a very  good
m otion, i n d e e d !  A ll in  favor of J e n n y ’s
m otion, raise your hands. Opposed? No one. 
Therefore, th e  m otion  is carried . (Pause.) 
A nd  now, w ho has a n ew  m em ber to propose? 
(Both B e tty  and  Je n n y  quick ly  raise th e ir  
hands.) I don’t  know  w ho got h e r  h and  up 
first, b u t since I ’m  sure you bo th  have  in m ind  
th e  sam e m em bers, I ’ll call on you, Jenny .

JEN N Y : I propose as new  m em bers  M argaret, 
Joh n n ie  and  A nnie  Jerich . I ’m  sure  they  will 
be good, ac tive m em bers  of our Circle, and 
a rea l  cred it to the  S N P J. I do recom m end 
th em  highly.

W ILLIAM: You have ju s t h eard  the  nam es of 
th ree  m em bers  proposed for m em bersh ip  in 
our Circle. A re  th e re  any  objections? (Pause.) 
T hen  w e are ready  for a vote. A ll in favor of 
accepting the  new  m em bers proposed by J e n ­
ny  Laurich, raise your hands. (Begins to 
count hands.) O ne—tw o—three— (Sees th a t  
all han d s  are  up.)—I t ’s unanim ous! (A ddress­
ing th e  Je rich  children): M argaret, Johnn ie  
and  A nnie, you are  now  one of us. You w ill 
be  expected  to a t ten d  our m eetings as reg u ­
la rly  as possible and  abide by  the  R ules and 
R egulations governing th e  Circle. You w ill 
be notified la te r  w hen  your in itia tion  w ill take  
place, a t  w hich  tim e you w ill also be expected  
to ta k e  the  p ledge of loya lty  req u ired  of all 
new  m em bers. (Pause.) Is th e re  any th ing  
you w ish to say?—H ow  abou t you, M argaret?  
Y ou’re the  oldest.

M ARGARET (rises): In  behalf  of myself, b ro th er  
and  sister, I only w ish  to say, t'hank you  all 
f rom  th e  bo ttom  of m y  heart. You can be 
su re  th a t  w e th ree  Je riches w ill a lw ays do our 
v e ry  best to be a  c red it to th e  Circle and  th e  
Society.

W ILLIAM : A nd  th a n k  you  for a v e ry  nice speech. 
(Pause.) A nd now, if th e re  is no fu r th e r  busi­
ness to a t ten d  to, do I  h ea r  a m otion for ad ­
jou rnm en t?  (Eddie raises his hand.) W hat is 
it, Eddie?

EDDIE: I have an  im p o rtan t reso lu tion  here,
w hich  I d rew  up before coming to th is m eet­
ing. Of course, m y fa th e r  he lped  m e w ith  it, 
b u t  th e  w hole idea, or m ost of it, anyw ay, is 
m ine. A nd  see, i t ’s all w ri t te n  ou t and  ready  
to  vo te on, if the  m em bers  w ant. (Holds a 
copy of it up  for everybody to see.)

W ILLIAM : Well"—w e don’t have  m uch  tim e, b u t 
— go ahead  an d  read  the  resolution. If  i t ’s 
good, I ’m  sure  th e  m em bers w ill vote for it.

EDDIE (reads th e  following resolution):
W hereas, today ’s C hristm as m eeting  w as 

m ade possible th ro u g h  the  generosity  and 
k ind  though tfu lness  of our local S N P J

Lodge N o ;
A nd  w hereas, w e boys and  girls have 

again  been  given an  opportun ity  to display 
our ta lents, be en te rta in ed  and  honored, 
and  once m ore favored  w ith  a tim ely  visit 
by  our S N P J S an ta  Claus, the  d is tribu tion  
of gifts, good th ings to eat, and  joyful tim e;

Be it  reso lved  therefore , th a t  Juven ile
C ircle N o................. of th e  Slovene N ational
B enefit Society goes on record  by  a u n a n i­
m ous vote, th a n k in g  the  local S N P J  Lodge 
for th e  w onderfu l tim e w e hav e  h ad  today, 
and  thanking , also, all the  m em bers  and  
friends who have  so pa tien tly  sa t th rough  
our m eeting  and perform ances;

A nd  be it fu r th e r  resolved, th a t  a copy of 
th is  reso lu tion  be en tered  in the  records of 
this m eeting.

S igned th is  day  of D ecem ber. 1943.

S ignatu re  of Pres. S ignatu re  of Sec’y. 
(Eddie takes the  resolu tion  to the  P residen t.)



A nd see (pointing w ith  finger), r igh t here  a t 
the  bottom  are  spaces for the  signatures of 
the  P res iden t and the  S ecre tray  of the  Circle. 
(R eturns to his seat.)

W ILLIAM : V ery good, Eddie! A very  good reso ­
lution! I ’m  sure th e re  can be no doubt as to 
the  p leasure  of th e  m em bers. (Pause.) A re 
the re  an y  com ments? (Sees F rances w ith  her  
hand  up.) Frances?

FRANCES: I m ove th a t  w e adopt th e  resolution 
as presented .

W ILLIA M : Is th e re  a second to the  motion?
(S tan ley ’s h and  goes up.) S tanley?

STANLEY: Yes, B ro ther P resident, b u t before I 
offer a second to th e  m otion, I w an t you  to 
know  th a t  I  th in k  w e’re being a li ttle  has ty  
about thank ing  S an ta  Claus. A fter  all, w e ’re 
no t sure h e ’s going to come, a re  we? A nd if 
he does, you m igh t get som ething you  don’t 
like. But, I hope every th ing  tu rns  out all 
right. A nyw ay—I  second the motion. (Spoken 
slowly an d  deliberately , m ore in  fun  th a n  an y ­
th ing  else.)

W ILLIA M : Why, S tanley, I ’m  surprised  a t you! 
You should have  m ore confidence in th e  S N P J 
S an ta  Claus, th a n  tha t. A fter  all, h e ’s n ever 
failed  us before, C hristm as or any  o the r  time, 
and  I ’m  positive he w on’t  fail us today. You 
ju s t  w a it and  see! (Pause.) A ll right, if th e re  
are  no fu r th e r  com m ents, le t’s p u t  th e  reso lu ­
tion to a vote. A ll in favor, raise your hands. 
(All hands go up.) T hank  you, fellow  m em ­
bers. You h av e  ju s t p roved your fa ith  and 
loyalty  in the  S N P J once more. A nd now, 
as the re  is no o ther business, w e w ill ad journ  
the  m eeting and  tu rn  our a tten tion  to th e  e n ­
te r ta in m en t program . (All keep th e ir  seats.) 
I know  th a t  several am ong you have  come 
p repa red  to give us a treat, so who w ill be 
the  firs t to vo lun teer?  (Hands go up and  the 
E n te rta in m e n t p rogram  begins. One by  one 
th e  Circle President, w ho acts as th e  m aste r  
of ceremonies, calls on the  m em bers to recite  
poems, sing, p lay  an  instrum ent, or dance. 
Ju s t  as th e  final nu m b er  of th e  en te r ta in m en t 
p rogram  approaches its end, the  jingling of 
bells is h eard  off-stage. Im m ediate ly  the 
heads of th e  m em bers tu rn  in the  direction 
of the  sound, th e ir  faces w rea th ed  in huge 
smiles. T hen  S an ta ’s f riend ly  voice is heard.)

SANTA CLAUS: W ho-o-a-a! W ho-o-o-a-a, there! 
Back up—back up a little! (Pause, as h e  looks 
for th e  nu m b er  on the  hall building.) Yes, 
th is is th e  place I w ant! This is w here  the 
li ttle  boys and  girls of the  S N P J are  having 
th e ir  C hristm as celebration.— (Pause.)—Gosh, 
b u t this bag is heavy! I m u s t be getting  old. 
I hope I ’m  not too late.
(Santa  en ters  from  R stage.)

ALL M EMBERS: S an ta  Claus! S an ta  Claus!
(Shouting and  laughing.)

SANTA CLAUS: Hello, boys and  girls! A M erry  
C hristm as to you!

A LL M EMBERS: A nd a v e ry  M erry  Christm as 
to you, Mr. S an ta  Claus!

SANTA CLA US: A nd how  have  all you boys and 
girls been  since I w as here  las t year?

ALL M EMBERS: V ery  good!
SANTA CLAUS: Well, in  th a t  case, I ’ve got som e­

th ing here  for every  one of you. (Begins to 
open up  his bag, w hen  the  P re s iden t in te r ­
ru p ts  him.)

WILLIAM: Mr. S an ta  Claus, I realize you ’re in 
a big hurry , b u t before you d is tribu te  the  
gifts, w e’d like to sing you a song. Do you 
mind?

SANTA CLAUS: Not a t all, not a t all! You go 
r ig h t ahead  and  I ’ll be  glad to listen.

ALL M EMBERS (sing a w elcom e song, app rop ri­
a te  to th e  season).

SANTA CLAUS: V ery  good, boys and  girls! A 
m igh ty  fine song w ell sung, and  th a n k  you! 
—A nd now  to unload this bag. As I call out 
the  nam es, I  w an t each m em ber to come here  
and  get his gift. (Calls for th e  sm allest chil­
d ren  firs t— afte r five or six have received 
the ir  gifts, th e  cu rta in  m ay fall on the  scene.)

(NOTE: This p lay  is in tended  as a follow -up 
to the  play, “N ex t Door N eighbors”, w ritten  
by  H elen  A mborzich, Lodge No. 747, M ilw au­
kee, Wisconsin.)

SELLING  PA PER S



OUR SCHOOL
IMPORTANCE OF SUGAR

E ven  though  sugar is rationed , th e  average 
A m erican  eats  alm ost his ow n w eigh t in  sugar 
each yea r—abou t 100 pounds. A m ericans use 
m ore sugar th a n  any  o ther people in  th e  world. 
O ur coun try  consum es th ree  tim es as m uch  sugar 
as th e  average E uropean  country . To some ex ten t 
sugar is s ti ll  one of th e  la rgest of our im ports, 
both  in am oun t and  in value.

Sugar has had  a pow erfu l effect on w orld  h is ­
tory. I t  has lead  to  exploration , to slavery, to 
revolution, and  to independence. In  anc ien t tim es 
th e re  w as no sugar; honey  w as th e  sw eeten ing  
used in  those tim es. The f irs t  sugar w as produced 
in  Ind ia  in  th e  f irs t  century , m ade from  sugar 
cane. A t f irs t  i t  w as used  only a t  th e  feasts  of 
v e ry  rich  princes; i t  w as also used as a medicine.

T he A rab ians carried  sugar cane into the ir  
coun try  an d  gave it  a  nam e. “S ugar” comes from  
an  A rabic  w ord  m ean ing  “g rave l” or “beach .” 
C ane g rew  rap id ly  in  t'he rich  valley  of th e  Tigris 
an d  E uphra te s  rivers. F rom  th e re  it w as in tro ­
duced into E gyp t and  n o r th e rn  Africa. W hen the  
A rabs conquered  Spain  in  th e  8 th cen tury , they  
took cane w ith  them . This w as th e  f irs t  tim e 
it  h ad  been  seen in  Europe.

N ot u n ti l  th e  beginning  of th e  14th cen tu ry  is 
th e re  any  record  of sugar being used  in England. 
D uring  th e  14th cen tu ry  E urope began  to develop 
a “sw eet tooth .” C aravans w ound  overland  to  th e  
O rien t to bring  back sugar and  spices, and  th is  led 
to a  g rea t age of exploration. In  the  15th cen tu ry  
Vasco da G am a found  a  w a te r  rou te  to Ind ia 
a ro u n d  th e  sou thern  tip  of Africa. Columbus, 
seek ing  a sho rter  w a te r  route, d iscovered th e  N ew  
World.

Colum bus did n o t f ind  a rou te  to In d ia ’s sugar, 
b u t  he  found  lands ju s t  as w ell su ited  to th e  ra is ­
ing of sugar cane. W ith in  tw o years  a f te r  his d is ­
covery, Span iards  w ere  p la n ting  cane in  S anto  
Domingo. Soon it  w as being raised  in  H aiti, Cuba, 
and  o ther  islands of th e  W est Indies. These 
islands becam e one of th e  w orld ’s g rea tes t “sugar 
bow ls.” T he ta sk  of ra ising  and  h arves ting  cane 
w as a  tiresom e one. To help w ith  th e  w ork, slave 
labor w as b ro ugh t from  Africa. By 1800 n ea r ly  
9,000,000 A fricans h ad  been  b ro u g h t to th e  N ew  
World.

To feed  th e ir  slaves, p lan ta tio n  ow ners of the  
W est Indies needed  la rge  supplies of cheap food. 
They  began  to buy  sa lt fish  from  N ew  England. 
Soon N ew  E ng land ’s sw ift clipper ships w ere  ca r ­
ry in g  fish  to  th e  Indies, trad in g  th e m  for sugar 
and  molasses. The molasses w ere  m ade into rum , 
an d  th e  ru m  w as carried  to  A frica  to exchange for 
m ore slaves.

U p to th is  tim e all th e  suga r used  in  th e  w orld 
w as m ade from  sugar cane. S pain  h ad  a monopol- 
of th e  production  of ra w  sugar, an d  E ng land  con­
tro lled  th e  m an u fa c tu re  and  sale of ref ined  sugar. 
These tw o countries g rew  prosperous from  the

g row th  of sugar cane. In  1747 a G erm an  scientist 
h ad  succeeded in  ex trac tin g  sugar from  beets. 
F ifty  years  la te r  th e  w o rld ’s f irs t sugar-bee t fac ­
to ry  w as built. In  1812 special schools w ere  se t up  
.in  F ran ce  to t ra in  sugar bee t grow ers an d  re f in ­
ers, an d  o ther  countries fo llow ed suit. Thus, by 
th e  end  of th e  19th cen tury , bee ts  h ad  conquerred  
cane, and  abou t 67% of th e  w o rld ’s sugar w as b e ­
ing squeezed from  sugar beet.

In  1903, by  an  agreem ent, cane an d  b ee t w ere  
p u t on a n ea rly  equal basis. H ow ever, du rin g  the  
firs t W orld W ar, because of blockades, production  
of bee t sugar fell sharply , and  prices rose. Cuba, 
India, Java, th e  Philippines, th e  H aw aiian  Islands, 
and  P u e r to  Rico, th e  leading cane grow ers, began 
to p roduce m ore  and  m ore  cane. T hey  p iled  up 
la rge  profits. A fte r  th e  w a r  b ee t grow ers w en t 
backi to  th e  fields, m ark e ts  for cane sugar fell, 
and  prices fell, too.

H undreds of C ubans w ere  th ro w n  out of work, 
idleness and  hu n g er resu lted  in  a revolution . E u ­
ropean  m ark e ts  fell off, C uba tr ied  to  sell m ore 
sugar to th e  U nited  S tates; b u t  our coun try  h ad  
placed a ta r iff  on sugar w hich  allow ed th e  C ubans 
l i ttle  profit.

Today, abou t 2 /3 of th e  w orld ’s sugar is cane 
suga r and  about 1/3 is b ee t sugar. O ur ow n coun­
try  uses abou t 1 /4 of th e  w orld ’s sugar and  only 
abou t 20% of i t  is produced  here . M ost of i t  is 
b ee t sugar g row n  in  Colorado, N ebraska, U tah, 
California, Idaho, and  M ichigan. Louisiana is the 
leading cane-producing sta te , b u t its o u tp u t is fa r  
below  our needs.

(Source: A m erican  Education  Press)
ZORA GOSTOVICH, 15, lodge 297, 

B ox 531, Raton, N ew  Mexico.
*

NEW YORK CITY
N ew  Y ork  is such a w onderfu l place! B u t m a y ­

be I ju s t  say  th is  because I ’ve n ev e r  been  ou t of 
th is bee-u -tifu l city. T he roaring  subw ays, the  
parks, th e  beaches, th e  ta ll  buildings, and  the  
rush ing  people a re  all a p a r t  of N ew  York.

The roaring  subw ays, as th e  touris ts  say, w ill 
tak e  you  alm ost anyw here , for ju s t one nickel. 
You can ride  fo r h ou rs  for one nickel. I  ta k e  grea t 
p ride  in  w ritin g  abou t N ew  Y ork’s subw ays b e ­
cause I  k n o w  v ery  few  o ther places have  subw ays. 
N ex t come th e  parks. N ew  Y ork  has no very  
la rge  pa rk s  such as Y ellowstone N ational P a rk  in 
W yom ing, b u t  i t  has C en tra l park , overlooking 
F ifth  avenue, and  it has B ronx  p a rk  w ith  its la rge 
zoo, n o t to  m en tion  P rospect p a rk  w ith  its b rea th  
ta k ing  B otan ical G ardens.

C oney Is land  is th e  m ost popu la r  beach  in  New 
York, no t to m en tion  B righ ton  Beach and  th e  m a ­
n y  pools w e hav e  in  N ew  York. A nd  ta lk ing  
abo u t th e  ta ll  buildings, th e re  is th e  E m pire  S tate, 
th e  ta lle s t in  th e  en tire  w orld. M adison S quare  
G arden, w h ere  all th e  prize figh ts and  m atch ing  
bouts a re  held, seats  approx im ate ly  25,000 people. 
R allys of all k inds a re  held  here . A nd  th e re  is 
th e  R.C.A. bu ild ing  (Radio City).

T he M useum  of N a tu ra l H isto ry  h a s  a v e ry  large 
collection of stu ffed  b irds w ith  a descrip tion  of



each, an d  they  also have a la rge  collection of 
stu ffed  anim als from  all p a r ts  of the  world. They 
are  exh ib ited  in  artific ia l n a tu ra l  backgrounds, 
w hich  m akes th e  anim als look alm ost alive. The 
M etropolitan  M useum  of A rt  on F ifth  avenue e x ­
hib its  such a r t  as Salone, The Ring, Tw ilight, and  
K ing  Lear.

T here  are  m any  la rge d ep a r tm en t stores in  N ew  
Y ork and  m any  fam ous hotels. T here a re  thea te rs  
a ll over th e  city, b u t some of th e  la rge r and m ore 
p o p u la r  are  th e  Roxy, P aram oun t, Center, Radio 
C ity Music Hall, an d  C arnegie Hall.

Oh yes, before I  forget, th e  rush ing  people! I t 
is true , th a t  the  people of N ew  Y ork are  alw ays 
ru sh ing  to get now here . I  guess w e N ew  Y ork ­
ers are  like that!

In  th e  N ew  Y ork P ublic  L ib ra ry  can be  found 
books w ritte n  in all languages, even  Slovene. They 
have  la rge  read ing  room s w here  you  can copy all 
th e  in form ation  you have  ga the red  from  th e ir  m a ­
ny  reference books.

T here  are  m a n y  can teen ts  and  places of e n te r ­
ta in m e n t fo r our soldiers. A ll Slovene soldiers 
v isiting  N ew  Y ork a re  inv ited  to a t ten d  our a f ­
fa irs  usua lly  held  a t  th e  A m erican  Slovene A ud i­
to rium  in Brooklyn. W e have th ree  S N P J  lodges 
in  N ew  Y ork ; th e y  are : Nos. 56, 140 and  58j}„ 
Lodge 580 is our English  speaking branch, know n 
as th e  N ew  Y ork A ll A m erican  lodge. A nd  w e 
also hav e  a Ju ev n ile  Circle h e re  in N ew  York, in 
Brooklyn, w hich  is a p a r t  of N ew  Y ork  City.

Well, I hope you  have  enjoyed read ing  about 
N ew  Y ork as m uch  as I  hav e  en joyed  w riting  
about it.

MILDRED PADAR, age 13, lodge 580, 
222 W yckoff Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.

IMPORTANT METALS

Copper is im p o rtan t to us in  th is  w a r  because it 
does no t ru s t  or corrode and  it  carries e lec tricity  
well. P lum bers , builders, etc., could no t p lum b 
or bu ild  if i t  w ere  n o t fo r th e  use  of copper.

Gold has been  hoarded  by  m en  because i t  is 
precious. I t  can be d raw n  in  wires, bea ten  in 
sheets, an d  m ade in  o rnam en ts  of g rea t beauty . 
Gold rep resen ts  w ea lth  and  has long been  used 
as s tan d ard  exchange.

Silver is m ore ab u n d a n t th a n  gold and  th e re ­
fore cheaper. I t  is used in  m ak ing  m oney  and  
in  arts.

Lead m elts easily and  bends easily  like string. 
This m e ta l  comes m ostly  from  C hina and  it  p lays 
a  g rea t p a r t  in  the  w ar today.

Zinc does n o t ru s t  as iron  rusts. T herefore peo ­
p le  coat zinc over iron  to give it  m ore  years  of 
w ea r  and  keep  it from  rusting. This process is 
called galvanization.

Tin is soft and  easily  w orked. T in  foil and  
cans a re  m ade from  th e  p u re  tin . I t  is used  in 
m ak ig  tubes for cream , etc. H owever, a li ttle  
lead  is m ixed  w ith  i t  to  m ak e  it  ha rde r.  T in 
comes from  M alaya and  Bolivia.

Aluminum's pu res t fo rm  is baux ite . The pu re  
bau x ite  comes m a in ly  from  A rkansas, and  in  E u ­
rope, from  Jugoslavia . A lum inum  for sm elting  is

sen t to N ew  Y ork from  A rkansas to  be m elted  
and m ade in d iffe ren t articles.

(Source: A rticle)
GEORGIE MOČIVNIK, 12, lodge 217, 

Route 1, Scarbro, W est V irginia.
*

PRESIDENT F. D. ROOSEVELT
F ran k lin  Delano Roosevelt is the  th irty -second  

P res iden t of th e  U nited  States. He is a native  
of N ew  York. He w as born  on J a n u a ry  30, 1882, 
a t  H yde P ark , N. Y. H e received his A. B. from  
H arvard  in 1904 and  was adm itted  to the  b a r  in 
1907 a f te r  he w as g radua ted  from  the  Colum bia 
U niversity  L aw  School.

Roosevelt prac ticed  law  in N ew Y ork  u n ti l  he  
becam e a sta te  senator in 1910. In  1913 he becam e 
A ssistant S ecre tary  of the  N avy du ring  W ilson’s 
adm inistra tion  un ti l  1920 w hen  he becam e th e  
vice presiden tia l candidate w ith  Cox.

An a ttack  of in fan tile  paralysis  in 1921 forced 
him  to re ti re  from  politics for several years. H ow ­
ever, his indom itable spirit, courage and d e te r ­
m ination  m ade it possible to overcom e th e  sick ­
ness, and  he  recovered. In  1928 he w as elected 
governer of N ew  Y ork and reelected  in  1930 by 
the  g rea test m a jo rity  ever given a candida te  for 
th a t  office. H e w as alw ays identified  w ith  r e ­
fo rm  and  w as know n as a l ibera l and  p ro ­
gressive.

F ra n k lin  D elano Roosevelt w as eltected  P re s i ­
den t of the  U nited S tates in N ovem ber, 1932, by

PILG RIM  FA TH ER AND M OTHER

D raw n by  Zora Gostovich, age 14, Raton, N ew  
Mex., Lodge 297.



a p lu ra lity  of m ore th a n  7,000,000, ca rry ing  42 
states. H e took office in M arch, 1933. He w as 
ree lec ted  in 1936 for his second term .

D uring  his f irs t  and second te rm  in office, 
P re s id en t Roosevelt in s t itu ted  a nu m b er  of r e ­
form s of g rea t im portance. To his  c red it go such 
enactm ents as th e  Social S ecurity  act, the  N a ­
tional L abor R elations board, the  F ed era l Deposit 
Insu rance  corporation, th e  A gricu ltu ra l A d ju s t ­
m en t adm inistra tion , etc.

T hen  came th e  yea r  1940 w hen  P res id en t Roo­
sevelt w as ree lec ted—for his th ird  term . W ith 
this a lifelong trad ition  w as broken. The people 
spoke and  thus he is the  f irs t and  only P res iden t 
of the  U nited  S tates so fa r  to serve th ree  te rm s 
as Chief E xecutive of our country.

(Source: A rticle)
C H R ISTIN E KOLAR, 13, lodge 684 
421 Ohio St., Johnstow n, Pa.

*

DEMOCRACY
D emocracy, to define the  te rm , m eans the  ru le  

of the  people. The te rm  dem ocracy is of G reek  
origin and  is m ade up  of tw o w ords: dem os (peo­
ple) and  cracy ( ru le ) ,  therefore , “the  ru le  of the 
people.”

D emocracy, in  Greece, w as understood  to be a 
com m onw ealth  so constitu ted  th a t  th e  pow er w as 
excercised  by  th e  people, and  no t by  an  ind iv id ­
u a l or by  a  dom inate  caste. Democracy, th e re ­
fore, stood opposed bo th  to m onarchy  and  aris to ­
cracy.

Most of th e  republics of Greece, m ore especial­
ly  th a n  th a t  of A thens, w ere  dem ocracies in  this 
sense. H owever, the  nam e by no m eans im plied 
th e  notion of an  abso lu te ly  equa l r ig h t  in  all 
citizens, still less in a ll men, to th e  excercise of 
poitica l power.

The con tinually  grow ing force of th e  dem ocra ­
tic princip les tended, how ever, to give m ore and 
m ore r igh ts  to th e  people and  th e  transfe rence  
of pow er to the  citizens.

In  a dem ocracy, as for instance in th e  U nited  
S tates, dem ocracy m eans the  ru le  of th e  m a jo r ­
ity  of th e  citizens. H ere  all citizens of voting 
age en joy  th e  r ig h t  to elect th e ir  rep resen ta tives , 
an d  th e y  have  th e  r ig h t  to vo te on m any  im ­
p o r ta n t  issues concerning local and  o the r  ques­
tions.

In  the  U nited  S tates w e hav e  an  alm ost perfec t 
po litical dem ocracy. This, how ever, is not tru e  
of our economic and  social dem ocracy. N ev e rth e ­
less, th e  people of th e  U nited  S tates have the  
pow er th rough  th e ir  political dem ocracy to 
achieve also economic dem ocracy. This, i t  is 
hoped, w ill be  achieved g rad u a lly  along w ith  the  
im provem en t of po litical dem ocracy.

W e m u st rem em b er th a t  our fo rm  of govern ­
m en t is th e  bes t in the  world. We m ust also r e ­
m em ber th a t  dem ocracy is a liv ing  th ing  and  
as such it m ust constan tly  s tr ive  fo r im prove­
m ent, all of w hich  depends on th e  people th e m ­
selves.

(Source: A rtic le)
L O U ISE BRISELLI, 14, lodge 245 
B ox 27, L aw rence, Pa.

THE DREAM OF THE WORLD
I h ad  a d ream  the  o ther  day:
T here  w ere  people m arch ing  dow n the  street, 
T here w ere w histles blow ing all around,
I t  w as such w onderous sound.

The even t w as because the  w ar  w as over,
P ap e r  s tream ing  th rough  th e  air;
The s tree ts  w ere  crowded, all w as fair,
B ecause the  second W orld  W ar was over.

A ll of a sudden  th e  crow d w as still,
T hey had  stopped a t the  C ity  H all 
A nd f irm ly  resolved once and  for all:
To end all fu tu re  w ars for sure!

MARION CERVENKA, 14, lodge 449 
5126 W. 24th PL, Cicero 50, 111.

*
WILLIAM PENN

W illiam  P enn , founder of P ennsy lvania , was 
bo rn  on Oct. 14, 1644, a t  Tow er Hill, London. He 
w as educated  a t Oxford, and  also s tud ied  in 
France, w here  he becam e a good classical and 
F rench  scholar.

W illiam  P en n  w as a  good sportsm an  and  also 
a w rite r . H e w ro te  several essays and  articles 
dealing  w ith  tolerance. By b ir th  he  w as a P ro te s t ­
an t  b u t  la te r  becam e a Q uaker. He w as a  rich  
m an  and  f r ien d  of th e  ru lin g  classes in  England.

P en n  w as m ade “p ro p rie to r” of th e  province 
of P ennsy lvan ia  in  1681. His ow n account of the 
nam e is th a t  he suggested “S ylvania,” because the  
land w as th ick ly  wooded, bu t th e  k ing of England 
added th e  nam e “P e n n ” in honor of W illiam ’s 
fa ther, and  th u s  P ennsy lvan ia  received its nam e.

W illiam  P en n  concluded one of th e  f irs t t r e a ­
ties of peace w ith  th e  Indians. He died in 1718.

H ELEN  PIN ELLI, age (?? ), lodge 82 
R. D. 3, Box 241, Johnstow n, Pa.

*

MANY USES FOR HELICOPTER
The helicop ter has leaped  to a p lace in  the  

headlines. Its w artim e  and  postw ar uses a re  great. 
H elicopter p resen ts one of the  g rea test air  sto ­
ries  of 1943.

To date, the  helicopter has perfo rm ed  m a rv e l ­
ously. T he helicop ter w as designed and  bu il t  by 
Igor Sikorsky. H e is k now n  m ost w idely  as a 
designer of m odern  airp lanes. H elicopter is know n 
as a  ro ta ry u rin g  aircraft. The helicopter has no 
s tan d ard  propeller.

One p rob lem  th a t  bo thered  designers w as 
to rque, th e  tendency  of the  helicop ter fuselage to 
tu rn  fas te r  and  fas te r  in the  opposite d irection 
from  th a t  of the  ro to r  blades.

S ikorsky  solved th is  p rob lem  by  placing a 
sm all ro to r  a t  the  re a r  of the  plane. Subm arine  
spotting  is th e  he licop ter’s f irs t  rea lly  im portan t 
use in  th is  w ar.

O n e-th ird  of 6,000 pound  gross w eigh t of S i­
k o rsk y ’s helicopter is a usefu l load, w hich  m eans 
o n e- th ird  of th e  w eigh t consisting of fuel and  
m ilita ry  supplies or bombs.

The helicopter is very  va luab le  as an  observa­
tion  plane, for it is ab le  to duck  in  and  out in a 
gam e of h id e -a n d -see k  w ith  th e  enem y.



The helicopter dem ands li ttle  space for la n d ­
ing field—ju s t  room  enough for its ro to r  to spin 
in.

O ther p rincipal uses for the  helicopter are for 
a ir  police, ag ricu ltu ra l inspection, and  pow er line 
patrol.

(Source: M agazine)
GRACE ANN GERDANC, 12, 559 
4933 W. 24th St., Cicero 50, 111.

*
THE ELECTRIC LIGHT

The electric ligh t is now  a com mon thing. We 
don’t realize th a t  no t so v ery  long ago th e re  was 
no electric ligh t and the  people h ad  to use can ­
dles, oil and o ther p rim itive  m eans of lighting 
th e ir  homes.

We all rem em b er read ing  th a t  in L incoln’s 
tim e ligh ting  w as still in  p rim itive  stages. Then 
came th e  gas lamp, b u t th a t  w as m uch la ter. 
Soon th e reafte r,  gas ligh ting  w as superceded by 
electricity .

M any had experim en ted  w ith  electric lighting 
before Thom as A. Edison p u t in circuit the  f irs t 
com m ercially  successful lamp.

T hat w as on October 21, 1879—exactly  64 years 
ago.

I t  w as on th a t  da te  th a t  the  N ew  Y ork  papers 
announced th a t  Edison w as ligh ting  the  s tree ts  of 
Melo P ark , N ew  Jersey , w ith  his new  electric 
lamp.

H UN TIN G  EGGS

This new s caused g rea t excitem ent, so m uch so 
th a t  the  P ennsy lvan ia  R ailroad  insta lled  special 
tra in s  to accom odate those w ho cam e to see the  
m arvel, for a rea l m arve l i t  was!

Among th e  principal investitions of Thom as A. 
Edison, besides the  incadescent electric lam p, a re  
his system  af duplex  te legraphy , his carbon te le ­
phone tran sm itte r ,  th e  phonograph, the  c inem ato ­
g raph  (m ovies), etc., etc.

Thom as Edison w as a g rea t scientist and  in ­
ventor. To h im  w e owe m uch  fo r our m odern  
progress and  prac tical developm ent of electricity  
and its m any  appliences.

ANNIE ČRETNIK, 16, lodge 24 
R. 2, Box 425, F t. Sm ith, A rk.

*
DID YOU KNOW THAT—

If  the  sun w ere  hollow  like an  airball, it w ould 
take  331,000 globes th e  sizes of our ea r th  to fill 
it.

Silk stockings w ere  w orn  by  H en ry  II  of 
France, 1547.

A pelican can hold m ore food in  its m outh  than  
in its stomach.

The m ercu ry  drops w hen  th e  th e rm o m ete r  is 
placed in  ho t w ater.

Snakes lay  eggs w ith  elastic shells.
The pigeon is the  only b ird  th a t  can d r in k  

w ith  its head  down.
ROSEMARY PANYAN, 16, lodge 314 
413 W oodbridge Ave., Buhl, Minn.

(Ed. note: A ll d raw ings m ust be  d raw n  on 
s tandard  d raw ing  paper, using Ind ia  ink. T ry  
again and  follow  instructions in “Im p o rtan t 
D on t’s.” )

*

NOVEMBER
N ovem ber is the  11th m onths of th e  year. 

A m ong th e  Rom ans it  w as the  9th m onth  a t  th e  
tim e w hen  th e  y ea r  consisted of 10 m onths a y ear  
and then  contained 30 days.

I t subsequently  w as m ade to contain  only 29 
days, b u t  Ju liu s  Cesar gave it 31, and  in  the  
reign  of A ugustus th e  nu m b er  w as resto red  to 
30 days, w hich nu m b er  it  has since reta ined.

In  N ovem ber, the  m onth  of thanksg iv ing , we 
are  th a n k fu l to M other N a tu re  fo r th e  food w e 
eat. This consists of vegetables, g ra ins  and  meat. 
We are  th an k fu l for the  w a te r  w e drink , and  we 
are  th a n k fu l fo r our land  of th e  free—America. 
We are  th an k fu l for every th ing  w e en joy  as a 
free  nation.

GERG IE MOČIVNIK, 12, lodge 24 
-Box 47, Kingston, W. Va.

*

TO THE STATUE OF LIBERTY
By a Sergeant

Hello, Sw eetheart!  R em em ber me? I  am  the  
fa rm er  boy w ho w aved  goodby to you a couple 
of years ago. W hat I ’ve been th rough , since then, 
w asn’t  p re tty . B u t i t  m ade m e th in k —of you!

Lady, you  helped  m e take  th e  m uddy  foxholes, 
th e  fields of b lasting  mines, the  d ive bom bers 
and the  cold steel of bayonets in m y  stride. A nd 
the  fellows who w on’t  come back—well, they



died  to keep  you  stand ing  th e re  w ith  th a t  crow n 
on yo u r head  and  th e  Torch of L ib e rty  in  your 
hand.

I know  I ’m  speaking fo r them , too, w hen  I  ask 
“How  are  th ings a t hom e?”

I d id n ’t  expect much, now  th a t  I ’m  back. B u t 
w h a t I do ask  for I rea lly  w ant. I  w an t an  honest 
chance to m ake a decent living, and  to own my 
ow n fa rm  some day. If  I ’ve got w h a t it takes, I 
don ’t  w an t anyone holding m e dow n w ith  need ­
less in terference. I ’ve  seen too m uch  of slaves.

I w an t to m a rry  th a t  b lue -eyed  g irl w ho’s w a it ­
ing for m e on m y fa rm  dow n th e  road— and  raise 
a fam ily.

I  w a n t to come back  to a coun try  w here  th e re  
is h ea lth y  com petition  and  fa ir  p lay  and  oppor­
tun ity . W hen I have  m y  farm , I  w a n t to ru n  it 
m y  way.

I guess w h a t I w an t all adds up to th e  r ig h t  to 
live m y  ow n life in  m y ow n w ay— like an  A m eri­
can.

F rom  w h a t I ’ve seen, th e  A m erican  w ay  can’t  
be beat. I t ’s m ade th is  coun try  th e  g rea test in 
th e  w orld. I t  m ade it possible for th e  folks a t 
hom e to produce the  food and  m unitions w e 
needed  to defea t th e  Axis.

Lady, if you ’ve k ep t A m erica A m erican, I ’m  not 
so rry  I  w en t to w ar. A nd ten  m illion  of m y  b u d ­
dies feel ju s t abou t th e  sam e w ay I do.

(Source: “R epublic” )
ZITA BOZANIC, 16, lodge 393 
R. D. 3, W orcester, N. Y.

*

I KNOW A LITTLE POEM
I know  a li t t le  poem, b u t I don ’t  know  its 

source. You w ill th in k  it fu n n y  know ing  i t  and 
s ti l l  don’t  know  its source. B u t th a t ’s how  it  is, 
o f  course.

Well, th e  reason  I  don’t know  its source is b e ­
cause I  have  an  aunt, h e r  nam e is Irene. W hen 
she  w as asked  to p u t som ething in som eone’s 
au to g rap h  book, she w ould  p u t this l i ttle  verse.

T h a t’s w h y  I though t i t  w ould  be nice, too, to 
p u t th is  li ttle  verse in th e  M ladinski List. So here  
it  is. I ts  t i tle  is “Sm iles.”

The th ing  th a t  goes the  fu rth e s t  
T ow ards m ak ing  life w orth -w hile ,
T hat costs th e  least and  does 
The m ost is ju s t  a  p leasan t smile. 

P H Y LLIS  M cKINLEY, 15, lodge 82 
402 Ohio St., Johnstow n, Pa.

*

THE STORY OF INK
A  li ttle  w asp like  insect, called a  fallfly, m akes 

i t  possible for us to have  th e  k ind  of ink  w e use 
today. She chooses a ce rta in  k in d  of oak  tree , 
in  far-off Syria, to lay  h e r  eggs, and  she lays 
h e r  eggs in  th e  w ounds she has m ade by  boring  
in to  th e  soft, young twigs. T hen  a lum p form s 
over th e  w ound and  it is shaped  like a n u t and 
a b o u t th e  size of an  acorn. I t  is called a nu tgall. 
I t  is in these li ttle  lum ps th a t  gives us th e  color­
ing  m a tte r  for m ak ing  ink.

In  m ak ing  ink  th e  nu tga lls  a re  crushed, m ixed  
w ith  soft w ate r , and  boiled fo r several hours. 
T he liquid  is d ra in ed  off. In  huge tan k s  th a t  hold

several thousand  gallons each, th is liqu id  is th e n  
m ixed  w ith  iron sa lts and  several o the r  sub ­
stances.

A fte r  th is  w hole m ix tu re  has been  allow ed to 
s tand  fo r several hours, w e have  a w ritin g  flu id  
th a t  w ill ru n  sm oothly and  free ly  from  the  pen. 
T h en  th e  ink  is read y  to be bo ttled  an d  shipped 
away.

T he m achine th a t  fills bottles, shoves aw ay  any  
th a t  a re  cracked  and  fills each perfec t one w ith  
the  r igh t am oun t of ink. The bottles pass along a 
m oving belt, f irs t  before a  w orke r  w ho sees th a t  
the  corks a re  in tightly . L ast they  a re  m oved to 
w here  th e  labels are  placed on th e  bottles. Each 
label is s tuck  m ore even tly  and  tigh tly  th a n  any  
h u m an  h an d  could do it. One of these m achines 
alone can label n ea r ly  30 thousand  bo ttles in a 
single day.

W hen th e  ink  bottles have  been  filled, corked 
and  labelled, they  are  ready  to be packed  into 
boxes for shipping. A fter  th e  covers a re  nailed  
by  m achines, th e  boxes are  sen t to th e  shipping 
room  of th e  factory . The tru ck s  th e n  tak e  it to 
th e  w aiting  fre ig h t cars and  a re  sh ipped to all 
pa r ts  of th e  world. Some are  sen t to Europe, 
C hina and  India, Ice land  and  Africa. Of course, 
due to th e  p resen t w ar, these m ark e ts  for our ink  
h av e  been  cu t off fo r th e  duration.

(Source: P a th w ay s to R eading)
FRA NCES STROZAR, 13, lodge 82 

R. D. 3, B ox 245, Johnstow n, Pa.
*

THANKSGIVING DAY
The la s t T hu rsday  in  N ovem ber is se t aside in  

U nited  S ta tes  by p roclam ation  of the  P res id en t 
and  by th e  governors of various sta tes fo r a day  
of than k s  for every th ing  M other N a tu re  has g iven 
us.

The f irs t  T hanksgiv ing  in A m erica w as held  
by  th e  P ilg rim s a t  P lym ou th  in th e  au tu m n  of 
1621. T heir  f irs t  w in te r  in  th e  new  coun try  had  
been  difficult, b u t  they  had  su rv ived  its cold and  
w an t to clear and  plow  and  p la n t th e ir  fields in 
th e  spring. T hey  had  g ra te fu lly  w atched  the  
grow ing of th e ir  crops th rough  th e  sum m er and  
in  th e  fa ll ga thered  in an  ab u n d a n t harvest.

In  C anada a sim iliar d ay  of thanksg iv ing  is 
held  in  N ovem ber.

MILDRED ČRETNIK, 11, lodge 24
R. 2, Box 425, F t. Sm ith , A rk.

*

JUST A FEW JOKES
M ike: “H ow  m any  controls has your rad io?”
Ike: “Two. M y w ife and  daugh ter .”

P au l: “W h a t’s th e  d ifference betw een  learn ing  
to  d rive  a car an d  learn ing  to p lay  golf?”

R alph: “Easy. W hen you’re  learn ing  to p lay  
golf you don ’t  h it  any th ing .”

C ustom er: “Stop! W hy do you insist upon te l l ­
ing m e these h o rrib le  sto ries?”

B arber: “I ’m  sorry, sir, b u t w hen  I te ll  stories 
like th a t  th e  h a ir  s tands up  on end and  m akes it 
m uch  easier to cu t.”

AGNES MARZEL, 14, lodge 98 
Rte. 1, Box 78, L a  Salle, 111.



DUCK EGG VITAMIN
In  1936, tw o scientists in H olland  o rdered  550 

pounds of d ried  yo lk  of Chinese duck  eggs. F ro m  
th is  they  ex tra c ted  1.1 m ilig ram s of th e  w o rld ’s 
m ost pow erfu l v itam in-b io tin , a  v itam in  of th e  B 
fam ily.

B iotin  is th e  S u p erm an  of v itam ins. W ithou t 
it, p lan ts, anim als, and  h u m a n  beings w ould  no t 
grow. T here  is only  abou t o n e - te n th  of an  ounce 
of p u re  b io tin  on ea r th , b u t  it is p re se n t in  m ost 
p a r ts  of p lan ts  and  anim als, and  is v e ry  a b u n d a n t 
in egg yolk.

I t  is d ifficu lt to  get b io tin  ou t of p lan ts  and  
an im als  to ob ta in  p u re  biotin. Scientists have 
discovered how  to  p roduce  it  in  th e  labora to ry .

The s to ry  of b io tin  began  w ith  th e  tw o D utch  
scientists  and  th e ir  experim en t. T hey  found  th a t  
th e  b io tin  caused microscopic p lan ts  to  grow. 
T hey  also found  ou t th a t  i t  caused miscoscopic 
anim als, bac teria , and  h u m a n  beings to  grow. 
W tihou t biotin , th e re  w ou ld  be no life  on ea rth .

(Source: Sen ior Scholastic)
JO S E P H IN E  SLA NSEK , 16, lodge 559 
4933 W. 24th St., Cicero 50, 111.

*

AUTUMN
W ith th e  chill of th e  au tu m n  breeze,
A n d  th e  scene of th e  b eau tifu l leaves,
I t  b r ings to m y  m ind  th e  season of year;
Yes, y o u ’re  r igh t, au tu m n  is here!

As you  h e a r  th e  crack le  along y o u r  way,
A nd  you  h e a r  th e  h u stle  of of tree s  sway, 
T hen  you  w ill  h e a r  m ost people chant:
Yes, y o u ’re  rig h t:  Isn ’t  n a tu re  g ran d !”

CA ROLINE TA V ZELJ, 14, lodge 518 
1425 M cK instry  St., D etro it 9, Mich.

*

THANKSGIVING DAY
T hanksg iv ing  D ay has come,

T he g round  is w h ite  w ith  snow,
The p re t ty  b ird ies  a re  gone,
I t ’s w in te r  tim e th e y  know .

The tu rk e y s  a re  qu ite  p len ty ,
T he c ra n b e rry  sauce th e re ’s too.
We have  ju s t  w h a t w e crave for,
W hy should  w e ask  fo r m ore? 

S ubm itted  by—

M A RG A RET POLONČIČ, 16, lodge 124 
P lea san t M ount, P ennsy lvan ia

*

HISTORICAL EVENTS IN NOVEMBER
Nov. 2, 1796—Jam es K. Polk, p residen t, born.
Nov. 17, 1800— C apita l m oved  to W ashington.
Nov. 18, 1903—U. S. P an a m a  C anal T reaty .
Nov. 19, 1831—Jos. A. G arfield , p resident, born.

Nov. 19, 1831—Jam es  A .G arfield , p resident, born.
Nov. 21, 1800— F irs t Congress in  W ashington.
Nov. 23, 1804—F ra n k lin  P ierce , p residen t, born.
Nov. 24, 1784— Z achary  Taylor, p resident, born. 

L IL L IA N  A LEX O FF, 10, C ircle 43,
1428 N o rdyke  Ave., Indianapolis , Ind.

THANKSGIVING
In  th e  U nited  S tates, T hanksg iv ing  D ay is ob ­

served  each y e a r  on th e  fo u rth  T h u rsd ay  in 
N ovem ber. This y ea r  i t  w ill be  on Nov. 25.

T hanksg iv ing  D ay is se t a p a r t  by  p roclam ation  
of th e  P re s id en t and  of th e  governors of th e  v a r i ­
ous states. The day  is observed  w ith  feasts  and  
as an  occasion fo r fam ily  reunion.

The P ilg rim s set a p a r t  a day  fo r thanksg iv ing  
at P ly m o u th  im m ediate ly  a f te r  th e ir  f irs t  harvest, 
in 1621, an d  th e  M assachusetts B ay Colony for 
the  f irs t  tim e in  1630, an d  in  1630 it becam e an  
annua l festival in  th a t  colony. V arious colonies 
set a p a r t  d if fe ren t days u n ti l  T hanksg iv ing  w as 
finally  observed  on one chosen day.

In  1789, P re s id en t W ashington  appo in ted  a day  
of thanksg iv ing , w hich  w as T hursday , Nov. 26, 
of th a t  year, and  appo in ted  an o th er  in  1795.

P re s id en t M adison, in  response to reso lu tions of 
Congress, se t a p a r t  a  day  for th ankg iv ing  a t  the  
close of th e  W ar of 1812. One w as an n u a lly  a p ­

A BRA VE SO LD IER



pointed  by the  governor of N ew  Y ork from  1817 
and  on.

In some of the  S ou thern  S tates th e re  w as op ­
position to the  observance of such a day  on the  
ground  th a t  i t  w as a relic  of P u r ita n  bigotry. B u t 
by  1858 proclam ations appointing a day  of th a n k s ­
giving w ere  issued by  th e  governors of 25 states 
and  tw o te rrito ries.

P res id en t A braham  Lincoln appoin ted  the 
fo u rth  T hursday  of N ovem ber 1864, and  since 
th a t  tim e each P re s iden t has annua lly  followed 
his exam ple.

To go back to the  firs t Thanksgiv ing  h istory  tells 
us th a t  the  friend ly  Ind ians w ere  inv ited  to the 
f irs t feast, and the ir  contribu tion  w as fluffy  
w hite  popcorn, the  f irs t th e  w hite  people ever 
tasted . This firs t T hanksgiving feast lasted 
th ree  w hole days.

(Source: Y ear Book)
BETTY JA N E  DYBA, 14, lodge 82 
R. D. 3, Box 229, Johnstow n, Pa.

*

IMPORTANCE OF COAL
Coal is a m inera l substance of g rea t use b e ­

cause of its com bustib le qualities. Coal w as not 
used in ancien t times. Its f irs t use is believed to 
be in E ngland in the  13th century . I t  is doubtfu l 
w h e th e r  the  p resen t in dustry  w ould  be success­
fu l w ithou t coal.

Coal w as fo rm ed  millions of years ago, during  
w hat is know n as the  carboniferous e ra  of the 
e a r th ’s developm ent, th rough  th e  decay of 
vegetab le  and  an im al m atte r. Scientists believe 
th a t  coal is found now  w here  lu x u r ia n t  g row th  
of p lan ts  and  trees  once form ed and  w as covered 
up by  soil. The in te rven ing  rock s tra tu s  usua lly  
a re  sandstone, shale, and  som etim e limestone.

H undreds of species hav e  been found, m ost of 
w hich w ere  found in G rea t B ritain . Coal is 
d iv ided  into th ree  groups: cannel lignite, a n th ra ­
cite, and  bitum inous. The la t te r  being m ost p le n ­
tiful.

A nthracite , or h a rd  coal, is a solid tex tu re , a 
glossy black, so solid th a t  it looks and  is often 
resem bling  jets. In  U nited  S tates m ost of it is 
m ined  in easte rn  P ennsy lvan ia  ad used greatly  
fo r dom estic purposes.

Bitum inous, or soft coal is du ll black, b reaks 
easy, and  is easily burned . I t is m ostly  used  in
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industry . C erta in  grades a re  used in m aking 
coke.

Coal is found in p ractically  all p a r ts  of the 
world, b u t U nited S tates stands first. Most m in ­
ing is done by w hat is called “deep m ining,” bu t 
a g rea t bu lk  of it is done by “stripp ing .” In  cases 
w here  the  coal seam s are  close to the  surface, 
s team  shovels a re  used in rem oving  th e  top layer  
of soil. Then the  coal is dug ou t as in  any e x ­
cavating  operation. This m ethod  is called “s tr ip ­
p ing” or “open p it .”

K ing Coal, as i t  is often  called, is a very  im ­
p o rtan t fuel for hea ting  purposes as w ell as in 
industry . M any of our people are still engaged 
in coal m ining especially in P ennsylvan ia , Ohio, 
W est V irginia, Illinois, Kansas, Colorado and 
W yoming.

(Source: A rticle)
DONNA NAGODE, 14, lodge 231 

R. D: 4, Prim rose , Pa.
*

TANKS IN WAR
The nam e ta n k  w as given to a form idable w ar 

w eapon  w hich  proved  v ery  successful in W orld 
W ar I. T ank  is a bu lle t proof, arm ed  vehicle, 
d r iven  by m echanical pow er and  capable of cross­
ing rough  coun try  and  obstacles by the  use of 
ca te rp illa r  tracks.

To the  B ritish  goes the  c red it for f irs t  in tro ­
ducing th e  tank.

On Sept. 15, 1916, the  f irs t  ta n k  a t tack  took 
place, b u t it w as no t successful. The ta n k  was 
then  im proved  and  it p roved  its w orth  in  com ­
b a t aga inst th e  G erm ans. In  fact, th is w eapon 
w as so successful th a t  it tu rn ed  th e  tide  of the 
war.

The g rea t F rench  vic tory  of Soissons on Ju ly  18, 
1918, m arked  the  tu rn in g  po in t of the  w ar. The 
v ic tory  w as la rge ly  due to th e  use of F rench  
tanks. F rom  th a t  da te  u n ti l  the  Arm istice, tanks 
w ere used g rea tly  in th a t  war.

The A m ericans w ere  quick to g rasp  th e  grea t 
possibilities of ta n k  action on th e  W estern  F ro n t 
du ring  W orld  W ar I.

Tanks a re  a  g rea t w eapon in this w ar  also. I t  
w as la rge ly  due to tan k s  th a t  m ade the  B ritish  
victorious a t El A lem ain  in  Egypt, and  m any  of 
those tan k s  w ere  A m erican  tan k s  called the  
Sherm ans. I t  w as this v ic tory  of th e  Allies th a t  
m ade it possible to d rive  th e  Axis back  across the 
A frican  desert to Tunisia  and  finally  from  T u ­
nisia, also. T hen  follow ed th e  victories of P an -  
te lla r ia  and  Sicily as w ell as o ther victories on 
the  I ta l ian  m ainland.

Of course, tanks alone w ould  no t have  been able 
to achieve a decisive victory. I t  w as due to the  
com plete coordination of tanks and  a irp lanes as 
w ell as battlesh ips  th a t  b rough t v ic tory  for the  
Allies.

N evertheless, tanks a re  p lay ing  an  im portan t 
p a r t  in th is  w ar. On the  R ussian  f ro n t tanks 
helped a g rea t deal the  Nazis during  the  f irs t tw o 
years of w ar, and  tanks helped  the  Russians to 
d rive  the  Nazis back.

(Source: A rticle)
FLOREN CE ALICH, 16, lodge 111 
B ox 607, A urora, M innesota.



Our Own Juvenile Circles of the S. N. P. J.

| Send all your questions and requests for your Juvenile  Circles to Bro. Michael Vr- 
! hovnik, Director of the SN P J Juvenile  Dept., 2657 S. Lawndale Ave., Chicago, III. 
| He has been elected the Director of Juvenile  Circles and your Advisers should keep

in touch w ith  him.

JUVENILE CIRCLE NO. 38 REPORTING

CLEVELAND, O.—E very  yea r  the  m em bers of 
C ircle No. 38 plan  to go to M etropolitan  Park . 
T here  is som ething about th a t  p a rk  w e are  a t ­
trac ted  to. I t  m ay be the  h igh m ountains or the 
sw im m ing hole. D espite all the  attrac tions and 
all the  fun, someone always has the m isfortune 
to fall into the  creek w hile wading.

Two years ago, B etty  N ovak fell into the  creek. 
L ast year it was myself. This tim e fa te  was 
against us, and our own P res id en t D orothy Feda 
fell in to  the  w ate r  f la t  on h e r  face. (People 
m igh t have though t h e r  very  silly to be sw im ­
m ing w ith  her  clothes on.) So w e w rapped  
D orothy in a b lanke t w hile  her  clothes w ere  set 
to dry. A t firs t she w as content to ju s t sit, bu t 
a f te r  a w hile th a t  becam e tiresome.

The res t of the  afternoon  w as spen t w andering  
around. We m anaged  to snap several pic tures 
of D orothy m uch against h er  will. W ith b lanket 
and  all, she looked ju s t like an  Ind ian  squaw. 
F rom  now  on, w e w ere  w arned  to bring  along 
some e x tra  clothes. This yea r  we used a b lanket, 
last year I w as left w ith  no thing to change to, 
and the  yea r  before we used a tablecloth.

A lthough w e alw ays have casualties, w e do have 
a lot of fun. So we are  loking fo rw ard  to nex t 
year. I rem ain , a p roud m em ber of SNPJ.

SALLY MOSTER, Vice President, 
Cleveland, Ohio. (Circle 38)

VERONA JUVENILE CIRCLE NO. 15
VERONA, PA.— O ur Circle m eetings continue 

to be the  same: in teresting  and educational. Much 
m ore m em bers a re  a ttend ing  meetings, which 
shows progress.

On S ep tem ber 3, the younger juveniles had  a 
corn roast and, also, surprise p a r ty  given by Mr. 
and Mrs. M artin  for th e ir  daughter, M ary K ay 
M artin, w ho was th ree  years old. Mr. and Mrs. 
M artin  had sent dow n to the V eronian  Club a 
b ir thday  cake, which w as decorated  very  nicely, 
and also ice cream. The happy  juveniles sang 
songs, ate  roast corn and potatoes. The fo llow ­
ing older juveniles helped to p u t the  corn roast 
p arty  over: Dolly Youk, S tan ley  Doles, H enry  
K rulac, M ary Tomazic, R ichard  Papp, M argie L i- 
pesky, M anager C hubby Gosky, and  M atilda Do­
les.

The older juveniles had gone ro lle r ska ting  a t 
the  L exington S kating  R ink in East L iberty , and  
a fte r  ro lle r skating  they  had  gone back  to the 
V eronian Club and had  a corn roast, p layed  
games, danced and sang songs. A t f irs t  they  had  
p lanned  on going on a hayride , b u t no da te  w as 
open for such a party.

Juven ile  Circle 15 h ad  a dance on A ugust 7, 
w hich w as a success. They are  p lann ing  to have 
m ore dances in th e  fu ture . F or O ctober 29 they  
w ere  p lann ing  a H allow een party . P rizes w ere  
given to the  p re tt ie s t and funn iest dressed  p e r ­
sons.



The m onth ly  m eetings a re  held  each second 
T hursday  of the  m onth. The n ex t m eeting  is to 
be held  on N ovem ber 11, and  th e  n ex t one on 
D ecem ber 9. In  addition, we w ill hold two busi­
ness m eetings this year, on N ovem ber 25 and 
D ecem ber 23. These m eetings a re  held  to d is ­
cuss old and  new  business.

Guess Who: The guess w ho quiz for th is  m onth  
is as follows: He is one of the  football p layers 
of our school, a ttends m eetings, is r a th e r  ta ll  for 
his age, and  is a good m ixer. In  o rder  to know  
him , you w ill have to unscram ble  the  following: 
M aintillwericic.

M ATILDA DOLES, S ecre tary  
213 P enn  St., Verona, Pa.

*

JUVENILE CIRCLE NO. 25
H ELPER, UTAH.— I belong to Circle No. 25 in 

D elagua, Colorado. A lthough I am  not close to 
the  Circle now, I am  still a m em ber. I n ever  see 
any  le tte rs  from  Circle 25 in the  M ladinski List.

I t w ill soon be a y ea r  since I have  come to 
U tah  from  Colorado. We live in H elper, w hich 
is a ra ilroad  division. O ur house is close to the 
ra ilroad  track . I t  is in teresting  living so close 
to th e  track . We see m any  troop tra in s  and  w ar 
supp ly  trains.

Besides th e  railroad , C arbon county  is also a 
m in ing  district.

My hobby is sewing. T hat is w h a t I have been 
doing all th rough  the  sum m er vacation. I have 
m ade m any th ings already. I hope m em bers of 
C ircle 25 w ould  w rite  to the  M. L. R egards to 
all.

EMMA UDOVICH, Circle 25 
Box 662, Helper, Utah.

*

GOWANDA JUVENILE CIRCLE 40
GOWANDA, N. Y.—F irs t of all I w ould  like to 

th a n k  the  S N P J for th e  w ar  stam ps I received. 
A t our last m eeting ’s d raw ing  of w ar  stamps, I 
w as the  lucky  one to w in  them.

I d id n ’t  w rite  to the  ML for a long time, b u t  
from  now on I prom ise to w rite  every  m onth.

O ur Circle No. 40 w en t on a w iener roast on 
Aug. 8 and all had  a good time. We h iked  up to 
V alen tine’s F la tt; th a t  w as th e  second tim e our 
Circle w en t on a h ike up there. I t  is a nice place 
to go to.

I ’d like to say hello  to all m y pen  pals. Best 
regards to all.

LO TTIE LIG IECK I, Circle 40 
23 Beech St., G ow anda, N. Y.

*

WARREN CIRCLE NO. 31
W ARREN, O.—The reg u la r  m onth ly  m eeting 

of the  W arren  Ju v en ile  Circle, No. 31, w as held  
on Sunday, Oct. 3, a t  th e  hom e of our M anager, 
Joseph ine Sm uke. The m eeting  w as called to 
o rder  by the  presiden t. T he m inu tes  of the  p re ­
vious m eeting  w ere  approved  as read.

One of th e  topics of discussion a t this m eeting 
w as to select our Circle colors, also Circle flower, 
motto and  pledge. The Circle colors are b row n and 
yellow, Circle flow er is th e  yellow  carnation , our

m otto is “A lw ays P ro m p t,” and  the  pledge is “I 
pledge to do m y  p a r t  and  cooperate w ith  officers 
and m em bers of th is  organization .”

Frances S m uke w as appointed  to buy  th e  Circle 
Scrap  Book and to keep it  up  to date.

We also got tw o new  m em bers, nam ely, M ary 
A nn G abor and  Dolores Recer.

We w ere  p lann ing  to a t ten d  the  O ctober m e e t­
ing of th e  G irard  Circle, to w hich w e w ere  in ­
vited, to see the  p ic tures taken  a t th e ir  A ugust 
outing  by  th e ir  m anager, F ra n k  Rezek.

The W arren  Circle w ould  like to th a n k  the  
G irard  Circle for a ttend ing  our w iener roast held  
Sept. 26.

O ur Circle m eets each firs t S unday  of the 
m onth. The nex t m eeting w ill be on N ovem ber 
7. A ll m em bers a re  u rged  to attend.

DOROTHY TOMAZIN, presiden t 
2285 B arton  St. S. E., W arren , O.

*

ROUNDUP CIRCLE NO. 28
ROUNDUP, MONT.—O ur Circle m eetings con­

tinue  to be interesting . A t the  prev ious m e e t­
ing, E dw ard  H ilderm an  and  F ra n k  Bedey each 
received $2 in  w ar  stam ps for b ring ing  in m em ­
bers du ring  the  V ictory campaign.

The rep o rt of the  tre a su re r  show ed w e had  
$21 in our treasury . The adu lt lodge prom ised 
to give us $10 tow ards our bingo party . A dm is­
sion to the  p a r ty  w as 15c. The p a r ty  w as held 
Oct. 10. We had  a food com m ittee and  bingo 
com mittee.

We are having  a contest betw een  boys and 
g irls in gaining new  juven ile  for our Circle and 
Lodge. W illie M esirovich is cha irm an  of the  
boys and Rose M arie Loucas of the  girls.

O ur last m eeting w as scheduled for Oct. 10, and 
our n ex t m eeting  w ill be on Nov. 14 a t the  Moose 
Hall.

MARIE MASTOROVICH, Circle 28 
Box 501, Roundup, M ontana.

AT THE PICNIC

A group of m em bers of C ircle No. 28, 
R oundup, Mont.



JUVENILE CIRCLE NO. 22
McDONALD, PA.— O ur Circle No. 22 p resen ted  

a  short p rogram  on Sept. 25 in com m em oration 
of the  35th ann iversa ry  of S N P J lodge 89 of M id­
way, Pa. The p rogram  included a few  songs and 
recita tions as w ell as a  p lay le t en titled  “N ot a 
M an in the  H ouse.” We w ere  very  honored to 
have  as guest speaker Mr. M ichael V rhovnik, J u ­
venile D irector. Follow ing the  program , a dance 
w as held  w ith  m usic fu rn ished  by the  Swing K ing 
orchestra. This w as one affair  w hich  w e w on’t 
fo rge t a long time.

A gain  our Circle is p lann ing  to p resen t a p lay  
at a nearby  com m unity. This tim e w e are  going 
to th e  8th annua l P en n a  S N P J Day a t Sygan Oct. 
17. We alw ays look fo rw ard  to these occasions 
because w e have so m uch fun  and m eet so m any 
new  people. (By the  tim e this le tte r  is p rin ted , 
th is  a ffa ir  w ill be over.)

O ur Juven ile  Circle holds its reg u la r  m on th ly  
m eetings on the  las t F rid ay  of each m onth  a t the  
S N P J  hall. A ll m em bers are  u rged  to a ttend  the 
n ex t meeting.

VIOLET MACHEK, Rec. Sec’y 
R. D. 4, McDonald, Pa.

*

Juvenile Circle No. 1 Section
By M em bers of C ircle No. 1, W alsenburg, Colo.

Mrs. Edw. Tomsic, M anager

Circle No. 1, W alsenburg, Colo., holds its re g ­
u la r  m onth ly  m eetings each th ird  Sunday  of the  
m onth. The m eetings a re  in teresting  as w ell as 
en terta in ing  and  educational. More of th e  ju v e ­
niles are  a ttend ing  regu larly , w hich  helps to m ake 
a good business m eeting and helps to ge t new  
ideas.

As an  inducem ent, each m onth  someone p re ­
sen t receives a 10c w ar  stam p. Also, w e have 
various activities a f te r  each meeting. We play  
cards, bingo, and o ther games. A ll in all, our 
m eetings are  alw ays in teresting . A ll juven ile  
m em bers a re  u rged  to a ttend  as m any  m eetings 
as they  can.

Now  w e are  all back in school study ing  and 
doing our school and  hom ew ork, daily. The 
school I go to h asn ’t  very  m any  studen ts  this 
year. Some of the  boys jo ined U ncle S am ’s 
arm ed  forces and some g radua ted  du ring  the 
sum m er vacation.

O ur n ex t  m eeting w ill be on N ovem ber 21 a t 
M ack’s hall. Be sure to be present.

VERNA MAE DUZENACK, P res iden t 
709 W est S ix th  S treet.

This is m y fa rew ell le tter  to the  M ladinski List, 
as I am  now in the  adu lt dep a rtm en t and  am  go­
ing aw ay to school. (By the  tim e this le tte r  a p ­
pears in the  ML, I ’ll be in school.)

I have  enjoyed m y m em bersh ip  in Circle No. 1 
and h a te  to leave the  good tim es th a t  it has been 
m y priv ilege to enjoy. The m em bers w ere  all 
very  agreeable and  easy to get along w ith, and 
I do hope th a t  they  w ill ca rry  on the  good w ork  
in our Circle and our Lodge. I shall also miss m y

other friends and Mr. Stiglich and Eddie Z upan ­
čič, w ith  w hom  I have been w orking.

I hope th a t  the  juven ile  cam paign w ill be a 
success and  th a t  m any  new  m em bers w ill be se­
cured, for is it no t the  younger ones w ho will 
follow in the  footsteps of the  older ones?

I am  leaving to en te r  the  School of Mines a t 
Golden, Colorado, w here  I shall s tudy  eng ineer ­
ing.

I w an t to th a n k  the  S N P J very  m uch for the 
w ar stam ps w hich I received, and m y only hope 
is th a t  Circle 1 w ill keep up the  good work.

W ILLIAM  TOMSIC, Vice P res iden t 
823 W est S ix th  S treet.

Circle No. 1 is still on the  m ap and its m em ­
bers are de term ined  to keep it there . We reg re t 
to see Vice P residen t W illiam  Tomsic leave us b u t 
realize th a t  th e re  is no o ther way. We w ish  h im  
lots of success a t  school and hope th a t  he w ill 
continue to be a supporter  of the  S N P J in the  
future- as he has been  in the  past. Good luck to 
you, Willie.

We are  all back  in  school again. I am  a f re sh ­
m an in h igh school. I take  social science, a lge­
bra, English and  Spanish. The H uerfano  County 
High School’s colors a re  p u rp le  and white. I a l ­
so take  band  w hich I enjoy very  much.

On Sept. 23, th e  band  m otored  to th ree  d if ­
fe ren t m ining camps, w hich have gone over the  
top in  the  bond drive. The camps are  Tioga, 
Cam eron and T urner. The m iners of these th ree  
camps have done a w onderfu l job in buying  w ar 
bonds and  supporting  the  drive. T here  w as also 
a free  show  held  for those who bought ex tra  
bonds.

I w ill close now  and  w ill w rite  m ore n ex t time. 
A nd m em bers, don’t  fo rge t to come to the  nex t 
Circle m eeting  on Nov. 21.

ELIZA BETH DUZENACK, S ecre tary  
709 W est S ix th  S treet.

H ere I am  for th e  f if th  tim e w ritin g  to the  M. 
L. You all know  th a t  w e are  back in school 
again. I like school v e ry  much, and I  also like 
our Circle m eetings and  activities. Only the  o th ­
e r  d ay  I received m y  S N P J vic tory  pin, and  I  am  
very  proud  of it.

I have th ree  pen  pals and am  in hopes of r e ­
ceiving more. They are  Jo a n  Finco from  R ound­
up, Mont., Jo h n  Reichel from  N ew  S m yrna  Beach, 
Fla., and D orothy M artinčič from  S trabane, Pa. 
I th an k  them  very  m uch for w riting  to me.

The th ird  W ar Loan d rive  su rely  m ade a h it  
here  in W alsenburg. Everyone w as busy  buying 
bonds to speed our victory.

D ONNA LOZINSKY, Circle No. 1.

I am  w riting  again to this fine m agazine w hich 
I enjoy read ing  so much. I am  15 years  of age 
and  am  in the  te n th  grade. I am  tak ing  hea lth  
science, algebra, h is to ry  and  English a t  H uerfano  
County  H igh School. I like school very  much. 
My sister is in the  n in th  grade and  ano ther  sis­
te r  is in the  12th grade.

(C ontinued on inside back cover)



Our Pen Pals Write
(Naši čilaieljčki pišejo)

MUSIC CLUB MEMBER
D ear Edito r:—This is m y  f irs t le tte r  to the  M la­

d inski List. I ’m  sorry  I h av e n ’t w ritte n  sooner. 
I ’ve enjoyed read ing  the  ML very  m uch and 
th in k  it is a very  fine m agazine, especially b e ­
cause all S N P J  juven ile  m em bers have a chance 
to con tribu te  to it. T hat m akes it th a t  m uch m ore 
in teresting .

I am  seven teen  and a senior a t  W est L iberty  
h igh  school w here  I am  ta k in g  th e  com m ercial 
course. I am  a m em b er  of the  Music Club and 
Press Club. A group of us highschool s tudents 
have  organized an  orchestra  and have a lready  
played  for tw o very  successful dances. One w as 
a benefit dance for the  Red Cross and the  o ther 
w as in  beha lf  of th e  Boy Scouts. W e received 
our g radua tion  rings th is sum m er so th a t  w e could 
w ear th em  a i r  our senior year.

I w ould  like tc  have some pen pals, both  girls 
and  boys. I prom ise to answ er all le tte rs  p ro m p t­
ly. I rem ain  a fa ith fu l reader  of th e  M. L.—Helen  
Škedel (17), Box 97, R.D. 2, W est A lexander, Pa. 
(Lodge 425)

*

"IT'S SO INTERESTING"
D ear Editor:—I found the  ML so in teresting  

th a t  I ju s t h ad  to drop you  a line. A lthough I have 
been  getting  th is m agazine for a long time, th is 
is only m y first le tte r  to it. I feel asham ed of 
m yself for no t w riting  to it sooner.

I have looked in the  ML for pen pals and  I 
have found these two, F lorence K ern  and  Rose 
H ervet. I do w ish  som eone else w ould  please 
drop m e a line. I prom ise to answ er all le tte rs  
p rom ptly .

I am  13 years old and I go to th e  G allup Ju n io r  
H igh School. We have  lots of fun. T h a t w as one 
reason w hy I w an ted  school to h u rry  and start. 
Best regards to all.—Rose Mary Racki (13), 132 E. 
T errace Ave., G allup, N ew  Mexico.

*

COLD AND WINDY
D ear E dito r:—W hile read ing  th e  S ep tem ber issue 

of th e  ML, I decided it w as abou t tim e I w ro te  a 
le tte r. I h ard ly  ever see a le tte r  from  W yom ing, so 
m aybe I ’d b e tte r  try  and w rite  m ore often.

This yea r  school s ta r ted  a w eek  la te r  because 
so m any  of the  ch ildren  w ere still w ork ing  in the 
fields. I am  in the  e leven th  grade th is  year. A nd 
abou t a w eek  before school sta rted , the  Russell 
B ro thers Circus came to K em m erer  for one day, 
Sept. 2. The sideshow  te n t  w as the  only one th a t  
w as up. The res t of the  ten ts  couldn’t be p u t up 
because the  w ea th e r  w as too cold and  w indy. Even 
though  I  d idn ’t get to see any th ing  in th e  m ain  
tent, I got to see all the  animals.

I  w ould  like to say hello  to the  following pen 
pals: M arilyn  D ohner, E the l Switko, C atherine  
G erovac, F rances K lim p, Louise Jakshe, L orra ine

Borich, Theresa S trad ja t, F rances M ihelič and 
M ildred Derzich. I would like to ask C atherine  
Gerovac and  Theresa S tra d ja t w hy  they  don’t 
write. I would like to have pen pals from  any 
s ta te  or place. I prom ise to answ er all the  le t ­
ters I receive. I also collect postcards, so if any 
one w ould  like to exchange postcards w ith  m e 
I’d apprecia te  it very  much. Best regards to one 
and  all.—Theresa T urley  (16), Box 545, K em ­
m erer, Wyo.

*

GREETINGS TO ALL
D ear E ditor:—I ’ll s ta r t  off m y second le tte r  w ith  

a gree ting  to all m em bers. F irs t of all I ’d like 
to say hello to Louise Briselli. I ’d like to have 
m ore pen  pals. So come on, girls and boys, w rite  
to me. I also w rite  to a few  boys in Uncle S am ’s 
A rm ed Forces.

I am  in the  e igh th  grade and I like school. I 
have a b ro th er  who w orks in the  mines. He is 
“top lander.” H e w as 18 on O ctober 9, so h e ’ll be 
in the  arm y soon. L e t’s hope th a t  he and o ther 
boys like h im  w ill do the ir  d u ty  and  come home 
safely.

Goodby u n ti l n ex t time. I rem ain  a proud S N P J 
m em ber and ML reader—B etiy  Furlan (13), 514 
Third  Ave. N. W., Chisholm, Minn. (Lodge 322)

*

ROSALIE'S "FIRST"
D ear Editor:—This is m y  firs t le tte r  to the  ML 

w hich I th ink  is a very  fine m agazine. My b ro ther  
R ichard  an d  I have been  m em bers of the  S N P J 
for th ree  years, and  w e are  proud  of it. I am  13 
years old and  am  in th e  e igh th  grade.

I have  th ree  d is tan t cousins in the  arm ed  forces. 
One is in N orth  Africa, one is in Sicily and  one 
in Haw aii. This past sum m er I  helped  m other  
can m an y  vegetables and  fru it. I w ill w rite  again 
soon.— Rosalie Ruzich (13), Box 752, Ironton, Mich. 
(Lodge 197) *

"JUST PLAIN LAZY"
D ear E ditor:—I finally  am  w riting  to  th e  ML 

again. M y reason for no t w riting  regu la rly  is 
th a t  I w as ju s t pla in  lazy.

On Aug. 28, th e  club I belong to, th e  M ladinski 
Pevsk i zbor (Juven ile  Chorus), h ad  a party . Good 
refreshm ents  w ere  served, and  th e re  also w as good 
music.

A t th e  school w here  I go, w e are  going to have 
a lib rary . The m oney needed  w as raised  by the 
p aper sale, and  th e  popcorn sale. T h a t is all I 
can th in k  of now. So long.— Alice Pike, 448 E. 
156th St., C leveland  10, Ohio. (Lodge 53)

*

HAS SIX PEN PALS
D ear Edito r:—I w as v ery  glad to see m y  firs t 

le tte r  published; th is  is m y  second. I have  six 
pen pals since I w rote  m y  firs t le tte r. I w ould  like 
to have  m ore  pen  pals be tw een  the  ages of 13 and 
16. School s ta r ted  in  S ep tem ber and  I am  rid in -  
14 m iles to h igh  school. I rem ain  a p roud  S N P J 
m em ber—Lillian Palcher, B utte  Valley, Colo.



"JUST NEVER DID"
D ear E ditor j—I have finally  decided to w rite  

again  to the  M. L. D uring  th e  sum m er I had  
m ean t to write, bu t som ehow  I ju s t n ever  did.

In  m y o ther le tte rs  I forgot to m ention  th a t  one 
of m y  hobbies is colleting postcards. I have  quite  
a few  already, bu t I would apprecia te  it if o ther 
pen  pals w ould  send m e some. In  re tu rn , I w ill 
send th em  some of Cleveland.

The last tim e I w ro te  to th is magazine, I asked 
for m ore pen  pals. B u t I then  received so m any, 
th a t  I ju s t couldn’t answ er all of them . B ut I 
th a n k  all of the  people who did w rite  to me. You 
see, our school here  in Collinwood s ta rted  Sept. 
7, and a lready  w e have had a lot of hom ew ork. 
Best regards to all.— Doris Pike, 448 E. 156th St., 
C leveland 10, Ohio. (Lodge 53)

EXCELLENT MAGAZINE
D ear Editor:—I have no reasonable excuse th a t  

I can give for no t w riting  sooner to such an  e x ­
cellent m agazine, the  M ladinski List. However, 
seeing how  often some of the  girls and  boys w rite  
has encouraged m e to do so, and  m ore often.

H ere is a li ttle  idea of how  I look. I have brow n 
hair, green  eyes, am  5 ft. 5 in. ta ll and  am  15 years 
old.

My plea is for pen pals. So come on, girls and 
boys be tw een  15 and  17, get a good “grip” on your 
pen or pencil and  drop m e a line. I w an t pen  pals 
“from  all over the  w orld .” R egards to one and  all. 
—Pauline A. Ruparcic (15), Box 77, Tire Hill, Pa. 
(Lodge 289)

*

FARM CADET CORPS
D ear Editor:—I am  very  sorry  th a t  I h av e n ’t 

w ritte n  sooner to th e  M. L. I p rom ised to w rite  
every  m onth, b u t I b roke m y  promise. I hope th a t 
never has to happen  again. Before I go any  fu r th e r  
I w an t to th an k  the  S N P J for sending m e $1 in w ar 
stamps. I apprecia te  it very  much.

This sum m er I jo ined th e  F a rm  C adet V ictory 
Corps. I w en t to w ork  on tw o la rge  farm s p ick ­
ing beans. We not only ea rned  a little  money, b u t 
each one of us did our share tow ards w inning  th is 
w ar.

I p roudly  rem ain—Rose Lipar (15), R. D. 1, 
H yndsville, N. Y. (Lodge 393)

*
I WAS VERY GLAD

D ear E ditor:—This is m y  th ird  le tte r  to th e  M. 
L. N ow  I have four pen  pals and  su rely  am  glad. 
I w as also very  glad w hen  our school opened Aug. 
30, m ain ly  for tw o reasons: I w an t to get to high 
school and  I w an t to be a pa tro l girl in  the  eighth  
grade.

T here  w as a carn ival he re  from  Aug. 9 to 13. 
I w en t to see it and I enjoyed it very, v e ry  much. 
I also w en t on swings, p layed  bingo, and  had  pop ­
corn and  o ther  th ings to eat.

I w an t to say hello to A lbena Finco, A nna  P h il ­
lips, Evelyn  K oklich  and  Donnie Urbas. I  rem ain  
a p roud  S N P J m em ber—Anna M. Siilinger (13), 
Box 15, M erritstow n, Pa.

WANTED: PEN PALS
D ear E dito r:—This is m y  second le tte r  to this 

fifne magazine, and I am  sure it isn’t m y last. So 
fa r  I ’ve gained one pen  pal, D orothy V isnikar, and  
I ’ve w ritten  to a few  more. In  m y f irs t le tte r  I 
m ade a request for pen pals and  repeat it in this 
one. Recently, qu ite  a few  le tte rs  have been  w ri t ­
ten by  M innesotans. K eep up t h e ' good work. I 
rem ain  a proud  S N P J m em ber— Bertha Borich 
(14), 1420 102nd Ave. W., D uluth , Minn. (Lodge 
205)

*

MY VISIT IN PENNA
D ear Editor:—This is m y  second le tte r  to the 

ML b u t no t m y last. This sum m er I v isited  m y  
rela tives in Johnstow n, Pa. A nd did I have  the 
fun  of m y  life v isiting  w ith  m y  cousin Tom m y 
Culkar.

W hile I w as in Johnstow n, w e w alked  every  
day. We clim bed hills u n ti l  I  got about six b list­
ers. H ere in D etro it th e re  a re n ’t m any  hills and 
I don’t  have  to w a lk  so much, b u t Tom m y gave 
m e enough w alk ing  for a while.

I noticed J im m ie  S pendal w rites  to th is fine 
m agazine also. Since m y  nam e is also Spendal, 
m aybe w e are  rela ted . I  w ish  h e  w ould  w rite  to 
me. My m o ther  is th e  secretary  of the  Young 
A m erican lodge in Detroit. I also w an t to m ention  
our visit to Chicago qu ite  som etim e ago. We saw  
w here  th e  ML an d  P rosve ta  a re  p r in ted  and  ed it­
ed. I t  w as all v e ry  in teresting . I m e t all th e  ed it ­
ors and  o ther officials a t th e  M ain Office. We also 
v isited  th e  P ro le ta rec  offices.—Elaine Spendal, 
81 A rizona E., D etroit, Mich. (Circle 29)

•
OUR CROP CORPS

D ear E ditor:—V acation has come and  gone since 
I last w ro te to th e  good ole M. L. This w as an  
en joyable sum m er for m e because w e w en t to 
Chicago to see m y  cousin, Pvt. F red  Zavašnik, 
who w as on fu rlough  from  Cam p Roberts, Calif. 
W e also v isited  w ith  P vt. Tony P odbevsek of C hi­
cago w ho w as also on leave from  Cam p Roberts. 
A t p resen t they  are  bo th  sta tioned  a t a cam p in 
A laska

I stayed in Chicago w ith  m y  au n t and  uncle 
for five w eeks and  came hom e ju s t in tim e to 
go corn detasseling for a w eek. Corn detasseling 
is fun  if the  com pany you w ork  for has m achines 
to w ork  w ith  p a r t  of the  tim e. M any “k ids” around 
here w ere  m em bers of the  Crop Corps ju s t as I was, 
and w orked  on farm s nearby.

J u s t  a f te r  our detasseling jobs w ere over, m y 
uncle, Pvt. A dolph F erjanč ič came hom e on a fu r ­
lough from  C am p M axey, Texas. A nd soon afte r 
th a t school sta rted . I  am  a sophom ore a t the  La 
S alle-Peru  h igh school in La Salle, Illinois. 
I w ish M ary  Tonkovich and  M ildred L evar 
w ould  w rite  to me. R egards to all. (P. S.: The 
la s t  2 w eeks previous to th e  opening of school I 
w en t m ornings to a ttend  chorus. T hen  the  chorus 
and  the  high-school band  and grade school bands 
com bined gave a concert in th e  stad ium  a t h igh 
school.)—Dolores Udovic (14), Rte. 1, Box 90, La 
Salle, 111. (Lodge 573)



THANKSGIVING'S HERE
D ear Editor:— School is once again  on its way. 

M y subjects include English, science, m athem atics, 
hom e economy, physical education, h istory  and 
li te ra tu re . I am  in the  e igh th  grade.

Thanksgiv ing  w ill be a round  soon now. I su p ­
pose everyone w ill be glad to see it  come. The 
w ea th er  is getting  cooler here  and  I am  glad. The 
leaves a re  v ry  beau tifu l now. I believe I have 
n ever seen a m ore beau tifu l sight.

Best regards to one and  all.—George Močivnik  
(12), Box 47, K ingston, W. Va.

*

FALL HOLLIDAYS
D ear Editor:—A t firs t I though t I w ou ldn ’t  w rite  

to the  ML th is m onth , b u t I a lw ays f ind  tim e to 
w rite  to this fine m agazine of ours. A no ther  school 
te rm  has s ta r ted  and I am  glad.

I see th a t  our Circle 47 is no t fo rge tting  to w rite  
to the  ML, and  I know  they  w ill keep  it up  by 
w riting  each m onth.

The w ea th er  is getting  cooler and  the  days are 
getting  shorter. I t  gets d a rk  very  ea rly  now. Soon 
Thanksgiv ing  will be here  and  H allow een w ill be 
a  th ing  of the  past. M embers, buy  bonds and 
stam ps to help lick the  Nazis and  the  Japs.-— 
Christine Kolar (13), 421 Ohio St., Johnstow n, Pa. 
(Lodge 684)

*

PEN PALS WANTED
D ear E ditor:—I’ve m ade up m y m ind  to w rite  

again  to the  M. L. I w ould  like M argare t T urley  
to w rite  to me. I ’ve w ritte n  ’h e r  tw o le tte rs  since 
she has w ritten  the  last one to me.

My little  b ro th er  has a li ttle  w ild  b row n rabbit. 
I t  is about six inches long, and  w e have tra in ed  it 
now. I t  d r inks m ilk  and  eats clover.

I w ould  like to have m ore  pen  pals, both  boys 
and  girls. Also, I w ould  like to see m ore le tte rs  
from  W est V irginia. Best regards to all.—Donnie 
Francis Urbas, Cam den-on-G auley , W. Va.

*

POSTCARD COLLECTION
D ear E dito r:—This being m y second le tte r  to 

the  ML, I am  glad to repo rt th a t  since m y firs t 
le tte r  w as published I gained six pen  pals, and 
th rough  th is one I hope to gain more. I w an t to 
say  “h i” to all of them . B u t w h a t happened  to 
A nna Bukovich, Theresa  S tra d ja t and  Theresa 
Turley?

My postcard  collection has increased. I now  
have postcards from  M ontana, W ashington, P e n n ­
sylvania, M aryland, California, W isconsin and  N ew 
Mexico. I hope to get m ore  and  in  re tu rn  I w ill 
send one of D uluth. If the  people w ho live in the 
sta tes I have m entioned  w an t to send one, i t ’s all 
right, I ’ll send one in re tu rn .

I agree w ith  R osem ary Panyan . T here  should 
be m ore le tte rs  from  M innesota. I have  already  
m entioned  th a t  I w a n t m ore  pen pals, so I ’ll be 
w aiting  for your le tters. U n til nex t time, I rem ain  
a proud  S N P J  m em ber— Lorraine Borich (15), 1420 
102nd Ave. W., D uluth , Minn. (Lodge 205)

"IT'S A BIG TIME"
D ear Editor:—I am  again  w riting  to this w on ­

derfu l magazine. I t is a busy and big tim e here 
a t our house. My daddy  is ru n n ing  for county 
trea su re r  and  th is  explains w hy w e are  so busy. 
N aturally , we are  all hoping th a t  h e ’ll be elected. 
His nam e is F rancis G. M cKinley. He is also our 
burgess here  in L orra in  Borough. W hen I say I 
have a good Dad, I m ean  it. I can’t  th in k  of m uch 
m ore to say. I w ish  everyone th e  bes t of luck and 
health .—Phyllis McKinley, 402 Ohio St., Jo h n s ­
town, Pa. (Circle 47)

*

COME ON, CHICAGOANS!
D ear Editor:—This is m y  th ird  le tte r  to the  M. 

L. I h av e n ’t w ritte n  to th is fine m agazine for such 
a long time. School is in fu ll sw ing now  and I am  
in the  seventh  grade. I have  m ore th a n  one 
teacher. My hom eroom  te ac h e r’s nam e is Miss 
Noffz. I ’m  glad th a t  school is here. I w an t to say 
hello to m y pen  pal E lizabeth Sterle. I w ould  like 
to have  some pen  pals m y age. Come on, C hi­
cagoans, le t ’s see some of your le tters. Best r e ­
gards to all.—Grace Ann Gerdanc (12), 4933 W. 
24th St., Cicero, 111. (Lodge 559)

*

FALL AND WINTER
D ear Editor:— O ur school s ta r ted  Sept. 7 and  is 

now  w ell on the  w ay. My b ro th er  Jo h n n y  is a t 
F ort Knox, Ky., and  likes a rm y  life. H e lacked 
one y ear  to fin ish  school w hen  he w as inducted. 
My o ther b ro ther, Leo, is still in Berkley, Calif. 
Seem s as though  all m y friends and  neighbors are 
going to California.

A ll th e  leaves a re  falling off th e  trees, grass is 
getting  dry, w hich  all m eans th a t  fall is here  and  
w in te r  is no t fa r  behind. I ’ll close w ith  m y  best 
regards to one and  all.—Annie Čretnik (16), R. 2, 
Box 425, Ft. Sm ith, A rk. (Lodge 24)

•

ALL ALONE
D ear E ditor:—I am  all alone in our house and  I 

am  able to concentra te  on m y  w riting  w hen  no 
one is around  to d is tu rb  me. I have received some 
requests  from  persons for postcards, b u t  I  can’t 
find  any  w ith  M innesota spelled across th e  card.

M y hobby of collecting pic tures of o rchestra  
leaders and  singers is increasing. R ecently  I have 
received a nice p ic tu re  of F ra n k  S inatra . I miss 
the  little  accordion I sen t to m y b ro th er  R udy in 
th e  Sou th  Pacific. Accordions are  h a rd  to get 
now. I w ill close for th is  m onth , w ishing ev e ry ­
one a happy  school year.—Florence Alic (16), Box 
607, A urora, Minn. (Lodge 111)

*

OUR TEACHERS
D ear Edito r:—O ur school s ta rted  earlie r th is 

year. We ’have w om an-teachers because m an- 
teachers are in the  arm y. I like school v ery  much. 
L ast sum m er it w as very  ho t and  d ry  here, b u t 
now  i t ’s getting  cooler. I w ill t ry  to w rite  more 
nex t m onth. Best regards to one and all.—Mildred 
Čretnik (11), R. 2, Box 425, Ft. Sm ith, Ark. 
(Lodge 24)



MILLIE LIKES SCHOOL
D ear Edito r:—H ere I am  again  w riting  to this 

w onderfu l magazine. I w an t to th a n k  you for 
p rin ting  m y  last le tte r  in the  M. L. My b ro ther  
Jo h n n y  is still in  Cam p Roberts, Calif. He is an 
issue clerk  in  a b akery  and  he likes it v ery  much. 
Some of his pals from  W alsenburg  are also w ith  
him.

O ur school s ta r ted  Sept. 7. I like school very  
much. I w an t to say hello to C atherine  G erovac 
and  M ildred Padar, both  m y  pen  pals, bu t I w ould 
like to have  m ore pen  pals. I w ill answ er all le t ­
ters prom ptly . Best regards to all.—Millie Zorman, 
W alsenburg, Colo. (Lodge 299)

•

HELLO TO PEN PALS
D ear E d ito r;—I am  w riting  again to th is  fine 

magazine. I am  15 years of age and  am  in  the 
ten th  grade. School s ta rted  Sept. 7.

We have  a reg u la r  m eeting  of our Circle No. 1 
each th ird  w eek  of the  m onth. O ur m eetings are 
in teresting . We also have  m any  vic tory  gardens. 
My favorite  sports a re  sw im m ing, hun tin g  and 
skating. I have  one sis ter th a t  w ill g radua te  from  
the tw elfth  grade and  one th a t  is a freshm an  in 
high school.

I w an t to say hello  to all of m y  pen  pals. I  am  
sorry  th a t  I never answ ered  th e ir  le tte rs  b u t  hope 
to do so soon. R egards to all.—David Zorman, 
W alsenburg, Colo. (Circle No. 1)

•

"IT WAS VERY HOT"
D ear E ditor:—I am  w riting  to th e  ML for No­

vem ber. School s ta r ted  Sept. 7. The w ea ther  in 
A ugust w as very  hot. One day it w as 106°, and  on 
Aug. 21 it w as 96°. I w ill w rite  m ore n ex t tim e. 
Best regards to one and  all.—Willie Creinik (13), 
R. 2, Box 425, Ft. Sm ith, A rk. (Lodge 24)

*

SHE'S STUDYING
D ear Editor:—H ere I am  again w riting  for the  

m onth  of N ovem ber. I have th ree  articles for th is 
m onth . By the  tim e this little  le tte r  is published 
I w ill be s itting  in school studying. I guess I  w ill 
close for th is time. Best regards to all.—Amelia  
Čretnik (10), R. 2, Box 425, Ft. Smith, A rkansas. 
(Lodge 24)

*

SWELL VACATION
D ear Editor:— O ver the  L abor day w eekend  we 

took a tr ip  to C edar L ake and  s tayed  th e re  n ine 
days, sw im m ing, fishing and  canoeing. The w orst 
p a r t of it w as th a t  I cam e back in tim e for school. 
B u t w e should be th an k fu l for being able to go to 
school. I surely  am  thankfu l, b u t  it is ju s t the  
though t of stay ing  in n igh ts doing hom ew ork.

I spent a sw ell vacation  a t  home. I w en t sw im ­
m ing and  bicycling and  p layed  tennis. I hope ev ­
eryone h ad  a p leasan t vacation, and  I hope you 
didn’t  forget th e  purchase  of bonds and  stam ps.— 
Caroline Tavzelj (14), 1425 M cKinstry, D etro it 9, 
Mich.

MARY'S "FIRST"
D ear Editor:—This is m y  f irs t le tte r  to this fine 

magazine. I ’ve enjoyed read ing  it so I know  I ’ll 
enjoy w riting  to it. I am  15 years of age and  am  
5 feet ta ll and have b row n h a ir  and  b row n eyes.
I have a b ro th er  and  sister besides m y  m other; 
my fa the r  has been  dead for alm ost 14 years. My 
b ro ther is 13 years old; he  never saw  his fa the r  
because he was born  a few  m onths a f te r  his death.
I w ould like to have m any  pen  pals, girls and boys. 
Best regards to all.— Mary Robich (15), Box 17, 
Presto, Pa.

JUNE'S AMBITION
D ear Editor:—This is m y  f irs t le tte r  to this ex ­

cellent magazine. I am  16 years of age, am  5 ft. 
8 V2 in. tlal, w eigh 120 lbs., a  b ru n e tte  and m edium  
complexion. My g rea tes t am bition  is to be a good 
dressm aker. I a t ten d  Ja n e  A ddam s vocational 
high school and  am  m ajoring  in sewing. I was 
a S tuden t Council rep resen ta tive  from  m y H om e 
Room for one year. I also belong to senior Glee 
Club. My n ex t am bition  is to be a good skater.

I also like to w rite  and  receive letters. So far  
I have received  le tte rs  from  Georgia, Florida, Illi ­
nois, N ew  York, Texas, California, A rkansas, O kla­
homa, Virginia, Iowa, Missouri, Wisconsin, M ichi­
gan, W ashington, D. C., and  from  E ngland  and 
Canada.

I hope th a t  m y  n ex t le tte r  w ill be m ore in te r ­
esting. Best regards to all, hoping to h ea r  from  
some one soon.—June Kent (16), 19802 A rrow head  
Ave., Cleveland, O. (Lodge 614)

•

JOAN'S AWS WINGS
D ear Editor:—This is m y  second le tte r  to the 

M. L. I w ish to say hello to m y pen  pals. Since 
m y  last le tte r  th ree  of m y re la tives have  joined 
the  service. A cousin in the  Navy, ano ther  cousin 
in the  A ir Force and  ano ther  in the  M arines. B e­
fore I only had  an  uncle in the  Arm y.

Last A ugust I w en t to 4-H cam p for a week. 
We learned  how  to repa ir  and tak e  care of things. 
We m ade skirts a t  camp. M y cousin and I gave 
a team  dem onstra tion  on repairing  a ligh t plug 
and  got f irs t on it. I got a pair  of observer wings 
from, th e  AWS.

School s ta rted  Sept. 15 and  I am  in the  firs t 
year of Ju n io r  H igh (7th grade). Best w ishes to 
all.—Joan C. Benedict (11), Rte. 1, Box 120, N ew 
S m yrna  Beach, Fla. (Lodge 603)

*

SECOND WAR BOND
D ear Editor:—By now  everyone is back in school 

again, s ta rting  a new  term . Two of m y  sisters 
have  been hom e on th e ir  vactaions this sum m er. 
F lorence is w ork ing  in  Lorain, Ohio. M y o ther sis­
te r  h ad  h e r  vacation before.

I am  s ta rting  on m y second W ar Bond. I  buy  
tw o q u a r te r  stam ps w eekly. I t  isn’t  much, b u t  I 
know  I am  help ing  little  by  li ttle  to w in  this w ar.

H aving noth ing  else to say, I w ill sign off and 
w rite  nex t m onth  again.—Frances Strozar (14), 
R. D. 3, Box 245, Johnstow n, Pa. (Circle 47)



LOOKING FOR PEN PALS
D ear E dito r:—H ere I am  w riting  again. I hope 

everyone had  a nice vacation. I d idn ’t  go a n y ­
w here  this sum m er bu t I am  enjoying m yself a t 
home. M y best girl friend  C a therine  M iller and 
I are  spending our sum m er vacation  th e  v ic tory  
w ay by s tay ing  hom e and  saving on gas an d  w ar  
m ateria l.

Also, I am  looking for m ore pen  pals. I p ro m ­
ise to answ er th e ir  le tters. I guess I am  ru n n ing  
out of news, so I ’ll close w ith  th e  bes t w ishes to 
all.—Phyllis McKinley, 402 Ohio St., Johnstow n, 
Pa. (Lodge 82)

•

RUDY IS ONLY FIVE
D ear Editor:—I  am  five years old and  w ith  my 

m o th er’s help, th is is m y  f irs t le tte r  to the  M. L.
I belong to S N P J lodge 589 and Circle 27. I like 
our Circle v e ry  much. We have a good tim e afte r 
every  m eeting. L ast m on th  w e had  a picnic at 
Town P a rk  and  a good tim e was had  by all the 
girls and  boys. I ’ll t ry  to get m y  m o ther  to help 
m e w rite  every  m onth .—Rudy Oklesson (5), S tra- 
bane, Pa. (Circle 27)

•

MARY LOU'S "FIRST"
D ear Edito r:—This is m y  firs t le tte r  to th e  M. L.

I enjoy read ing  this m agazine very  much. I  am  
a m em ber of S N P J lodge 232. I am, 14 years  old 
an d  a freshm an  in high school. I have  blonde 
ha ir  and b lue eyes. I w ill be 15 on Feb. 5. My 
favorite  sports are  ska ting  and sw im m ing; m y  
hobbies a re  collecting p ic tu re  postcards and  pho ­
tography. I w ould  like to have  pen pals very  
much. I w ill w rite  m ore n e x t time. Best regards 
to  Sophie H rast, W illiam  K roper and  his sister 
F rances Jean , John  S tu la r  and  F ra n k  Lekse, as 
w ell as to all S N P J juveniles.-—Mary Lou Primo­
žič (14), 503 S ix th  St., T rafford, Pa.

*

REINTRODUCTION
D ear Editor:—rSince I h av e n ’t w ritte n  to the  ML 

for a long time, I w ill te ll a li ttle  about myself. 
I am  15 years old, have  b row n hair, b row n eyes, 
an d  am  5 ft. 5 in. tall. I  am  a jun io r in L uzerne 
High School. My hobby is w riting  le tters . A n ­
o ther  hobby  is collecting stam ps of w hich I have 
over th ree  thousand. I w an t to congra tu la te  all 
those reg u la r  w rite rs  of the  M. L. K eep up  the 
good work.

I also w an t to say hello to all m y  pen pals. If 
anyone else w ould  care to w rite  to me, I w ill g lad ­
ly answ er. I w ill also send m y  p ic tu re  to anyone 
w ho w rites. I ’d like to h e a r  from  R u th  Ann 
Aidich. H elen  Mance, Z ita Bozanic, Zora Gostovich 
and  anyone else w ho is in terested . I w an t to 
th a n k  Jo h n n y  P re lc  for his le tte r  in the S ep tem ber 
issue. A fter  read ing  his le tte r  I felt asham ed of 
m yself for no t w riting  sooner. If  M ildred Derzich 
would w rite  to me, I  w ill send h e r  m any  postcards.

U ntil n ex t time, bes t regards to all.—Violetta 
Topic (15), 275 K elly  St., Luzerne, Pa.

BACK TO SCHOOL
D ear E dito r:—We w en t back  to sqhool Sept. 10. 

My b ro th er  is in the  A rm y  A ir Force a t Denver, 
Colo. We are expecting h im  hom e on a furlough 
soon. I w ish to say hello to m y pen pals D orothy 
Urbas, D orothy M artinčič, Z ita M ileta. C atherine  
Briski, and  all of m y  o ther pen  pals. I w ould  be 
glad to receive postcards of d iffe ren t states. Best 
regards to all.—Ruth Chagenovich (11), 984 Santa 
Cruz, San Pedro, Calif. (Lodge 416)

*

WILL ANSWER LETTERS
D ear E ditor:—This is m y  firs t le tte r  to th is w on ­

derfu l m agazine. A lthough I have  been  a m e m ­
ber of th e  S N P J for a n u m b e r  of years, I  have 
n ever w ri tte n  to the  ML before. I am  5 ft. 2 in. 
tall, have  blonde h a ir  and  b row n eyes. I w ould 
like to have some boys and girls for pen pals, p rom ­
ising to answ er all le tte rs  p rom ptly . I am  15 years 
old and  am  a sophom ore in h igh school. M y best 
regards to  all.— Laverne Alt (15), Box 457, A gui­
lar, Colo. (Circle 20)

•

ANOTHER "FIRST"
D ear E dito r:—A lthough I have  been  a m em ber 

of the  S N P J  for qu ite  some time, th is is m y  firs t 
le t te r  to th is fine m agazine. I w ould  like to have 
some pen  pals, girls and  boys. I am  14 years  old 
and  a freshm an  in h igh school. I  am  5 ft. 3 in. ta ll 
and  have  b row n eyes and b row n hair. P en  pals, 
w rite  to m e and I ’ll answ er prom ptly . R egards to 
all.—Catherine Elouise Biyacich (14), Box 248, 
A guilar, Colo. (Circle 20)

*

ALSO A "FIRST"
D ear E ditor:—I have  been  read ing  th is m agazine 

for a long tim e. This is m y  f irs t  le tter. I am  11 
years of age and  4 ft. 6 in. tall. I have  m ed ium  
brow n h a ir  and  'have ligh t-b row n eyes. I  am  in 
the s ix th  grade a t th e  K ippenhan  School. I w ould  
like to have  pen  pals, girls and  boys, from  all 
over th e  country. A ll le tte rs  w ill be answ ered  
prom ptly . My favorite  hobbies a re  bicycle riding, 
sw im m ing and  p lay ing  games. Best regards to 
all.— Betty Luzover (11), R.R. 2, G reenwood, Wis. 
(Lodge 198)

WHERE THE FUEL GOES

A PURSUIT PLANE, at a cruis­
ing speed of 200 m.p.h. requires 
one gallon of gasoline for every 
four miles of flight.



ANSWERS TO PUZZLES ON JUST FOR FUN  
PAGE:

Brain Teasers: 1—Capitals of S tates; 2—Luzon; 
3—Captain ; 4—Adam s; 5— True.

Thanksgiving Quizzer: 1—T urkey; 2—Thursday;
3— 300 years ago; 4—Both B and C probably; 
5—A.

Hobbies: Roosevelt—Stam ps; Churchill—P a in t ­
ing; K ette r ing—Clocks; K altenborn—Tennis; Ford 
—Reading.

Word Mystery: 1—law yer; 2—aviator; 3—doc­
tor; 4—engineer; 5—m iner; 6—nurse; 7—teacher; 
8—butcher.

Zany Zoo Names: 1—giraffe; 2—tiger; 3—bear;
4— snake; 5—kangaroo; 6—squirrel; 7—leopard; 
8—zebra.

Problem of the Month: 209.3'; 788.9'

Filmville: 1—F or W hom  the  Bell Tolls; 2—
Cabin in the  Sky; 3—This is the  A rm y; 4—W atch 
on the  Rhine; 5—My F riend  Flicka; 6— Stage 
Door Canteen.

Learn to Smile

L earn  to smile. Smiles ennoble your counten ­
ance. They rem ove w rink les and  add spark le  to 
the eyes. They advertise  good n a tu re  and  w in 
friendly  responses. Smiles a re  m an-m ade sun ­
shine.

FURLOUGH

Juvenile Circle No. 1 Section
(Continued from  page 27)

I w an t to th an k  the S N P J for the  nice Victory 
p in  w hich I received, and also for the  do llar in 
w ar  stamps. I have a pen pal th a t  belongs to the 
S N P J bu t never w rites  to the  M. L. I have a
b ro ther  in the A rm y; he is 21 years  old.

DAVID ZORMAN, Circle No. 1.

I am  still a ttending  the  Circle m eetings and e n ­
joy them  much. One of our most active m em bers, 
Billy Tomsic, is leaving to en te r  college. We 
will miss him  very  much.

We are all back in school again, and  I like 
school this year. We have some new  teachers. 
The boys in the  seventh  grade take  m anual t r a in ­
ing. I am  m aking a m agazine rack. We have a
good shop teacher. I have a new  band  teacher
this year. I w ill w rite  m ore nex t time.

ALBERT DUZENACK, Circle No. 1.

Here I am  again w riting  to this w onderfu l 
magazine. I w an t to th an k  the S N P J for the 
beautifu l V ictory p in th a t  I received recently . I 
w ant to say hello to C atherine  G erovac and Milly 
Padar, and I w ill w rite  soon.

I am  tak ing  Latin, English, m athem atics and 
social science. I like school very  m uch and also 
m y teachers. I have so m uch fun for m y fre sh ­
m an y ear  th a t  the  tim e flies like lightning.

The o ther day we w en t pinion p icking and I 
got 23 pounds, and once before, 15 pounds. We 
m ight send some to m y b ro ther  Jo h n n y  in the  
A rm y. We sent h im  a big package for his b ir th ­
day, and w as he happy  to receive it!

M ILLIE ZORMAN, Circle 1.

The Peanut

In  Europe peanu ts— in some countries in peace­
tim e—are  fed to hogs to fa tten  them  up before 
s laughtering  b u t here  in A m erica we consider them  
good to ea t w hen  they  are roasted.

The p eanu t p lant, know n also as the  “goober,” 
“g ro undnu t” or “e a r th n u t” p lant, has a h a iry  stem, 
the leaves on w hich grow  in pairs. The fu ll grow n 
n u t weighs dow n the  stem  u n ti l it reaches the 
e a r th  and the  n u t  w ill then  push  itself into  the 
ground to serve as a seed for ano ther  p lan t unless 
it is picked first. P e a n u t oil is used as a substi­
tu te  for olive oil. P ean u t b u tte r  is m ade by 
grinding th e  nu ts and m ixing them  w ith  oil.

Plenty to Eat?
Hostess: “Did you have p len ty  to eat, little

boy?”
L ittle  Boy: “Sure. D idn’t  you see m y  m other 

looking a t  m e?”

“You should have  been here  an hour ago,” said 
the boss to the  late employee.

“Why, w h a t happened?”

There is no darkness b u t ignorance.
SHAKESPEARE.



SNPJ JUVENILE 30th ANNIVERSARY CAMPAIGN1
•  The Juvenile Department of the SN PJ is in its thirtieth year of suc­
cessful progress. The Society honors this important anniversary with a 
special three months juvenile membership campaign, beginning September 

1 and ending November 30, 1943.
•  This campaign is open to any adult or juvenile member in good stand­
ing. To qualify as a contestant, one must first enroll a new juvenile 

member.
•  In order that competition between contestants will be more equal, all 
lodges are grouped into four classes designated by the letters A, B, C 
and I), and each lodge is assigned a quota based on the official adult 
membership as of last June 30.
•  Attractive cash awards are offered:—There will be two special prizes 
in each class, one for $50 and another for $25 and, over these, tour All- 
Classes combined prizes, one each for $75, $50, $35 and $25.
•  As an inducement for promising juvenile members to participate as 
contestants, four EXTRA All-Classes combined prizes are offered to the 
four highest juveniles finishing out of the special prizes described above, 
these as follows:— $25, $20, $15 and $10. Each, however, must secure at 
least five new members.
•  In addition to the special prizes, the Society shall also pay the fo l­
lowing:—$1 for each juvenile insured under Plan 1 or 2, and $2 for each 
one insured under Plan 3.
•  All new juvenile members shall be considered for awards on condi­
tion that they have paid at least six monthly assessments.
•  No medical examination is required unless insurability is doubtful or 
questioned. In all such cases, the Society shall pay up to 50 cents for each 

juvenile examined.
•  An attractive CERTIFICATE OF MERIT, signifying that one has 

done his part in the S N P J Juvenile 30th Anniversary Membership Cam­
paign, will be awarded to every contestant who enrolls the required quota 
of new members.
•  During the Victory Campaign our lodges and members responded 
wonderfully. Many of them obtained excellent results. W on’t  you do 
the same in this campaign?
•  A golden opportunity to build a stronger foundation for the future  
is here. Let our goal be an UNLIM ITED VICTORY, and our slogan: 
R E JU V E N A T E  THE SN P J W ITH JU V E N IL E S !

V IN C E N T  CAINKAR, 
Campaign Chairman

MICHAEL VRHOVNIK, 
Campaign Director


