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”Ht"lll"h\l" Zupancnc. (arrow) back, left, wilﬁ a captured Japanese flag taken in Okinawa, 1945..

Army travels of Henry Zupancic

Serving with the 77th Infantry Division
in the South Pacific During World War 11

December, 1942
10 Physical examination
and inducted at W. 6th St.,
Cleveland, Ohio
17 Left Cleveland at 1
p.m. at Pennsy Depot, W. 9th
St,
17 Arrived at Ft. Hayes,
Columbus, Ohio at 8:30 p.m.
26 Left Ft. Hayes
28 Arrived at Ft. Jackson
vicinity of Columbia, South
Carolina.
Basic Training
February, 1943
20 Left Ft. Jackson, South
Carolina
23 Arrived at Louisiana
Maneuver Area, Camp Polk
vic. of Leesville, La
(Maneuvers on infantry
tactics)
April
25 Left Louisiana Maneu-
ver area
29 iArrived Tat TCaEMDP
Hyder, Arizona, 120 miles
west of Phoenix.
(Desert maneuvrs)
October
3 Left Camp Hyder,
Arizona
8 Arrived at Fredericks-

burg, Virginia
(Mountain Maneuvers

vic. of Elkins, W. Vir.)

28 Left Elkins, West Vir.)

29 Arrived at Indiantown
Gap, Pa., vic. of Harrisburg.
November

14 to 29
furlough

29 _Arrived at Camp
Pickett, Virginia, vic. of
Blackstone.
December

14 Left Camp Pickett, VA

14 Arrived at Camp Brad-
ford, U.S. Navy, vic. of
Norfolk, Virginia
January, 1944

I Amphibious Maneuvers
aboard the U.S.S. Fremont in
the Chesapeake Bay.

6 Revurped “to” Ca#mp
Pickett, Virginia
March

11 Left Camp Pickett, VA
via railroad

16 Arrived at. Camp
Stoneman, Calif., vic. of Pitt-
sburg, Calif.

23 Departed from the
United States

30 Arrived at
Hawaii: Ft.

Fifteen day

Oahu,
Hase, vic. of

Honolulu, U.S.S. Fairland
(Jungle warfare

training)

July

7 Left Oahu on the U.S.S.
Sheridan, Pa. 50

23  Arrived at Agat, Guam

(Combat)
November, 1944

2 Left Guam on U.S.S.
Leon APA 48

15 Arrived at Manus
Island (Admiralty Is.)

17 Left Manus Is.

23 Arrived on Leyte Is.,
Phillippines at Tarragona,
Leyte Gulf.

(Combat)
December

8 Left Leyte Gulf on LCI
U.S.S. Haba Haba

9 Arrived at Ipil, Leyte
near Ormoc

(Combat)
January, 1945

30 Left Ipil, Leyte on
LSM No. 39

31 Arrived at Tarragona,
Leyte Gulf.

March

7 Boarded the U.S.S. La

Grange, PA 124

(Continued on page 2)
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Okinawa Invasion
Began on Easter

by TONY GRDINA
After the three month operation at Okinawa which began
with the invasion of the island on Easter Sunday, April 1st, 50
years ago in 1945, we set sail for Leyte Bay in the Philippine
Islands where we arrived on July 4th.

We were sent there for R & R (rest and recreation) and also
to replace our rocket launchers with newer models with greater
capacity. According to information at that time we were to
prepare for the November Ist invasion of Japan. Fortunately,
we were all spared that hazardous task by the dropping of the
two Atomic bombs.

Having just completed with the battle of Okinawa and the
Japanese suicide pilot Kamikazes we knew we would be in for a
very rough time with the invation of Japan. The two bombs sav-
ed many thousand lives.

The LCI National reunion I attended in San Diego at the
end of April of this year stressed they are looking for former
LCI sailors to join its organization. Information can be obtain-
ed by contacting me: Tony Grdina, 16711 Pearldale Ave.,
Cleveland, OH 44135-4433.

LST 534 on fire after being hit on the starboard side by a
Kamikazi. The LST has settled in shallow water. My ship, the
LCI(R) 648 went alongside to help fight the blaze. Most of our
crew, including myself, went aboard to help fight the fire. This
occurred on June 21, 1945.
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Army Travelogue

(Continued from page 1)

13 Left Leyte Gulf
14  Arrived at San Pedro
Bay, Leyte, Invasion dry run
for Ryukyus Is.
15 Another dry run
27 Invaded Tokashiko Is.
in the Kerama Retto Group.
Did not participate — no rein-
forcements needed.
April
16 Invaded IE Shimna in
the Ryukyus Group.
(Combat)
(Ernie Pyle killed by a
sniper)
24 Left IE Shima on LST
:S.5. 837
25 Boarded the LaGrange
26 Arrived on Okinawa
(Combat)
June
29 Left Okinawa on LST
687
July
Arrived on Cebu Is. on the
Philippines, south of Danao
August 14, 1945 —
Japan Surrenders —
September
23 Boarded
Eastland, PA 163
October
4 Arrived on Hokkaido,
Japan city of Hokadate
November
7 Left Hokadate on the
Jap transport FKEI-FUKU
Maru

LIS 5E

7 Arrived at Amori, Hon-
shu. Traveled by Japanese
railroad Sendai, Haranomach,
Yotsukura, Taira, Tomobe,
Matsudo.

8 Arrived at Zama, Hon-
shu, 4th Repl. Depot.

19 Left Zama, at 7 a.m.

Arrived at Yokahama at
10:20 a.m.

Boarded the U.S.S. Sea
Sturgeon at 3:30 p.m.

20 Left Yokahama

27 Crossed date line.
December

5 Arrived at San Pedro,
Calif, 7:200a.m.

6 Left Camp Anza, Calif.

10—Arrived at Camp Atter-
bury, Indiana

12 DISCHARGED at
10:13 p.m. Central Standard
Time at Camp Atterbury.

FLASHBACK  December 12, 1947

Gloomy Germans

Third Winter of Peace:
There's Even Less Fuel
And Food for This Year

Black Markets Thrive Openly
On $160-a-Ton Coal and
$28-a-Pound Butter

Average Wage: $8 a Week

By JoseEPH E. EVANS
Staff Correspondent of Tne WALL STREET JOURNAL

BERLIN-Germans find things are
getting toughter all the time in this third
winter of peace.

One man who survived last year's
gruesome winter says he wishes now he
hadn't. Germans are weaker and less able
to resist cold, hunger and disease. And
they are far poorer; they can't supple-
ment official food and fuel rations with
black-market purchases so easily as last
year.

“This isn't living; it's vegetating,”
complains a 47-year volcanizing worker,
“Everything is a problem, and the prob-
lems begin as soon as you get up and start
to dress. You break a shoelace; new ones
aren't to be had except on the black mar-
ket for 4 Reichsmarks (40 cents). You
have to ask yourself if you can afford it.

i

Tony Grdina, left, and Bob Mills reminisce their gallant years aboard an LCI in the Pacific

during the Second World War.

Grdina, Mills board a LCI

During the week of April
24-28, my wife, Betty, and I
attended the ‘““LCI’’ National
Reunion in San Diego,
California. Also in attendance
were Marcie and Bob Mills of
Cleveland.

David Stadtner and his wife,
Rose, " came  from San
Fraisisco. David and I had
served together on the same
ship LCI(R) 648. When we all
saw the LCI(L) 1091 tied up at
the dock, it brought back a lot
of memories.

It was hard for our wives to

realize we had served on a ship
that was so small. We said
they must have shrunk it.
Betty remarked it was
unbelievable that there were 60
sailors serving on board that
tiny ship.

However, our ship was con-
verted to a rocket launching
vehicle so we had additional
men to assemble the rockets
and to load them in the laun-
chers. Also, we had a 40mm.
gun installed on the bow that
replaced a 20mm. gun which
necessitated additional

handlers for the ammunition.
We were also the flagship of
Group 47 which meant an ad-
ditional 15 sailors.

The compartments where
the troops were normally car-
ried, housed over 700 5-inch
shells and rocket motors.
About 600 rounds were fired
during the invasion of
Okinawa on Easter Sunday,
April 1st 1945. We were there
for the entire three months of
the Okinawa operation.

—Tony Grdina

Marie Dye recalls war end

What could I say during the
50th anniversary of the end of
World War 11? I recall it so
vividly — my girl friend Anna
was the first one to call me and
give me the news. She had lost
her brother Cyril in the Italian
front battles.

My relatives who were stil
there — aunts and uncles, etc.,
suffered much. We tried to

send them many packages
through the Red Cross —
which graciously handled

them. We were grateful that
we could help at least a little in
this way, as my relatives there
(on both sides of the family)
suffered greatly.

My Uncle John (Dad’s
brother) was even put up in
front of a firing squad. By
some miracle — because his
wife spoke several languages
— he was spared at the last
second. I don’t exactly unders-
tand how it happened.

Most of my relatives died
soon after the end of the war
since all that suffering and
starvation broke their health.

Though I was a child during
the war — 1 felt my childhood
escaped me — as | was a child
with sympathetic feelings
towards the suffering and 1
matured early. I cried so much

I enjoy hearing about others
who came to the U.S.A. — as

did my parents. The events at
St. Vitus interest me, as my

half-brother Victor, was raised
and educated there. I was born
in Detroit. I still live in the

same house. Though the
neighborhood has changed, I
love it here — and will not
move.

My parents are both gone —
my mother Kristina (nee
Drolle) and my Dad Matko.
Mom passed away in 1951: My
Dad in 1976. My half-brother

Victor, passed away in 1990...
So I am the last one left of the
immediate family. | have a
sister-in-law, cousins, nieces
and nephews — but we do not
get together as I'd wish.

On this Memorial Day I will
remember all of them — and |
want this as a tribute.

Thanks for listening.

Mrs. Marie Bombach Dye
Detroit, Mich.

St. Clair
Auto Parts

4th of July

AUTO PARTS & ACCESSORIES

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

6011 St. Clair Ave.
391-4450

DALE LUNDER
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Book Review:

% Pilgrim Among the Shadows

by Boris Pahor, Harcourt
Brace & Company, 182 pages.
Translated by
Michael Biggins, $20.00.
Review by

Mara Cerar Hull
This slim book, translated
28 years after it was first
published in Slovenia, is a
haunting and compelling ac-
count of 14 months the author
endured in various concentra-
tion camps at the end of
World War 11, from Belsen to
Dachau as the Germans aban-
doned the prisons and moved

* internees from camp to camp
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deeper into the Reich in order
to escape advancing Allies.

In his visit to the somewhat
reconstructed camp in the
French Vosges Mountains
years later, walking on the ter-
raced steps of the camp, Boris
Pahor recalls the days and
nights of pain and hunger, the
freezing cold and the glimmers
of hope. Always hope.

He unflinchingly describes
the daily routine of work con-
tingents sent to labor in mines
and factories, hasty evacua-
tions from the camps when
Allied bombs began to be aim-
ed and hit the prison head-
quarters, long and inhumane
transports, the morning for-
mations and evening roll-calls,
the humiliating showers and
shavings of hair — all hair, the
burning of corpses and execu-

tions of prisoners, the burials.

As a medic at the camp he
saw the most emaciated of the
prisoners and looks again —
and makes the reader also see
— the human bodies ravaged
by disease, hunger, and brutal
conditions of the camps. And
always, on journeys to and
from the work place, in the
barracks, at the infirmary, at
meal times, on the last truck
leaving the deserted camp, the
presence of working ovens and
smoke and the smell of burn-
ing bodies. But also,
throughout the book, there
radiates unmitigated and in-
destructible human energy,
courage, and compassion.

The German captors are in-
human in restrospect only,
barbaric solely because the
reader is made to view the
prisoners’ human bodies, and
spirit captured therein, as seen
by this intimate look of the
author.

After the end of the war
some of the survivors wished
for the total destruction of
their jailers, but Boris Pahor
looks at them through his own
so very humanitarian eyes and
sees humanity. His field of
vision is never narrow or
distorted. His self-observation
is unflinching.

His experience did not make
him bitter or has it in any way
paralyzed his life work. Since

1948 he has written eight other
books, mostly on the history
of the Slovenes. Even his feel-
ing of ‘guilt’ because he sur-
vived while so many had
perished, works as a creative
force in his life. As a teacher
and writer, he counterbalances
his past ordeal with that
hopeful creativity that makes
this book a literary happening.

Five decades after the end of
World War 11 we need this
book of a stark and realistic
testimony of a wartime ordeal.
As we need also The
Holocaust Museum, The Wall
in Washington, D.C. We need
to know, to see, and to
remember.

In her cover letter Mara
Cerar Hull writes:

Boris Pahor is a renowed
Slovenian author living in
Trieste, who has written and
published over eight books
since 1947, is the last year’s
recipient of Presern’s prize for
literature in Slovenia for his
life work, and continues to
write and publish in Slovenia,
Trieste and neighboring
countries.

I have read the book in one
evening — and half the night,
and become transported by the
author’s words, so powerfully
written, lucid and arresting, as
to conjure the very images of
the horrors of concentration

camp, the feel of stone and
gravel and ashes of human
bodies, and at times even the
sense of smell, of smoke, of
emaciated prisoners.

Yet the book is not a
hopeless yard of defeat and
death, but a dynamic recoun-
ting of a man who had surviv-

ed, had kept the faith,
become
with

and has
enriched
experience.
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Happy 4th of July from
BOARD OF DIRECTORS and
FRIENDS OF THE
SLOVENIAN NATIONAL HOME

=% |

=

St. Clair Sloven
National Home

6417 St. Clair Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44103

Call Us for
RENTAL OF HALL

361-51135

Rentals Available —
Office Space and Small or Large
Meeting Rooms
LARGE AUDITORIUM
Call us at

361-51135
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Vesel drZavni -
praznik

REMEMBER OUR HEROIC SERVICEMEN & WOMEN

Happy 4th of July

anCosic

FUNERAL HOME

28890 Chardon Road

Willoughby Hills, Ohio 44094

944-8400

Reasonable & Dignified — Luncheon & Community Rooms Available

Dan Cosic

Joe (Joze) Zevnik

Licensed Funeral Directors

Y, oV, =¥, o9, oY, =¥, ¥, =¥, =9, Y, =Y, =¥, =¥, ¥,

P S S 2 s S 000 0 0,089 803 2 0 0 0 0 5°3°2°0.0 853383333881



A

Ameriska Domovina, June 29, 1995

Happy 4th of July

Happy 4th of July!

To All Our Customers and Friends SHELIGA DRUG, INC'

. ’
Slovenian Workmen’s Your Full Service Pharmacy
Home Auxnhary 6025 St. Clair Avenue 431-1035 431-4644 FAX
WE ACCEPT:  We bill most major insurance plans
N 15335 Waterloo Road % . Amfg‘i::goszfress * Photo Finishing
iy Phone: 531-5378 ' * MasterCard Tom SrSen — Manager p"’"”‘ig,?f;("gg'r';?(?ece”‘e'
. . * Visa * Keys Made
Fish Fry Every Friday * WIC - Food Stamps

i
HALLS AVAILABLE FOR RENTAL » Manufacturers Coupons Visit Us! + Contact Lens Replacement

Sty 414 of LY ~ | SMOLIC TIRE INC. 383-1272
FERFOLIA | 718 £.2007% STREET CLEVELAND, OO 44119

Funeral Home | Owned and Operated by:

| Paul Smohc & Zdenko Smohc
5386 Lee Rd. at Broadway , G Gy

Maple Heights, Ohio — 663-4222 We are opand M Sat from 8am 6pm

.~ * All brands of new * Free tire rotation with a
\

Visit Us - or Call Us and used tire sales purchase of 4 new tires
: . * Repair flats * Oil,lube and filter
Now: Our SECOND Location ‘ * Computer balancing  *Exhaust
To Serve You BETTER! . * Front end work * Bendix brakes (special)
o 0 nd ~ * Gas shocks and struts 1) rotors turned
356 West Aurora Rd. - : .
. L | TER and VISA | 2) brake line rePalr
Sagamore Hills, Ohio MAS CARD | 3) repack bearings
467-4500 | Welcomed ;* ;
e g s * Front alignment
| |

Louis L. Ferfolia - Donald L. Ferfolia

Donald B. Ferfolia
Mary Ferfolia Lansky

Andolsek Plaza

853-59 E. 185 St., Cleveland, Ohio 44119
Phone: 486-5545

NaSi dragi, ljubi
SLOVENIJI

ter celotnemu slovenskemu narody

TAM DOMA, NASIM SORODNIKOM IN VSEM "
SLOVENCEM TER SLOVENKAM PO VSEM NASA SLOVENSKA
SVETU ZELIMO: DRZAVA!

SRECO, VESELJE IN SE MOCNEJSI Vos¢imo ti, draga rojstna
PONOS NA VASE IN NASE SKUPNO nasa Slovenska domovina,

SLOVENSTVO
IN SPLOH NA NOVO DEMOKRATICNO, - YeE molise!
SAMOSTOJNO Nosimo te v nasih srcih,
REPUBLIKO SLOVENLIO! vedno smo tvoji — udje

tvojega narodnega !
‘““Long Live the Independent State of Slovenia!’’ Jjeg ga telesa!

Bog te Zivi, ljubljena nam SLOVENIJA!

DRUZINA ANDOLSEK

20 Years of EXPERIENCE you can TRUST and DEPEND on!! i
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MODEL MEAT &2
MARKET "W

TSLIeK With Lhe Best)
B¥0:E>200th St. * Euclid, OH

(216) 531-7447

* Call To Order Special
Quality Custom Cuts *

To all Americans especially all our clients
HAPPY 4th OF JULY

Dr. Zenon A. Klos

231-7700

Emergencies
Dental Insurance Accepted

Laboratory on Premises - Same Day Denture Repair
COMPLETE DENTAL CARE FACILITY

848 E- l 85 St. (between Shore Carpet & Fun Servcies)

Germany, Austria and Italy
now account for 65.9% of all
Slovenian foreign investment.
Businessmen in these countries
see great profit potential in
Slovenia because of its prox-
imity to major markets.

— Visit Us Soon —
Happy 4th of July

Mary Vesel Family
Phone: 243-7373
7533 Pearl Rd., Middleburg Hts, Ohio
Obiscite nas kmalu...

NAGY'S
MONUMENT
COMPANY

Headstone Lettering-Cleaning
35 Years Experience

CHARLES NAGY
(216) 481-2237

Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. until 4:30 pm., also Saturdays

15425 Waterloo Road — Cleveland, OH 44110

(216) 481-2237

G661 ‘6Z @unp ‘eulnowoq eysuawy

“Our Family Has Been Here

i
of July to Serve You Since 1903" ——

— Serving Slovenian Families for 90 Years. —

" Lawrel
Symbol of Eternity

hore Blvd.

Cleveland, Ohio 44110

531-6300

For further information call Don Faulhaber—Funeral Director

Preplanned Funeral Arrangements Available

e Facilities Available Throughout Northeast Ohio *
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America
goes
West

After the American Revolu-
tion, and particularly with the
acquisition of the Louisiana
Territory, the United States
began its expansion westward.

Its architecture shared this
national sense of exuberant
growth. New European
stylistic currents, which began
to set in about 1750, pro-
foundly influenced American
architecture for the next two
hundred years.

Broadly speaking, what was
sought in emerging American
and European styles was not
ideal beauty but symbolic,
associative beauty. It was an
architecture of sentiment and
sensibility.

It was also an art for the com-
mon man, for it could appeal
to anyone, not solely to those
trained to relish subtlety and
refinement.

Curbing Cholesterol

Your aerobics class may do
more than tighten your butt. A
new study of 11,000-plus
women at Brigham Young
University in Provo, Utah,
suggests it may also take a bite
out of blood cholesterol.

Women who did aerobics
for two hours and 15 minutes
a week or more tended to have
the healthiest ratio of HDL
(good cholesterol).

Phone: 531-5240

Holon 5

BEAUTY SALON

566 E. 200 Street
Euclid, OH 44119

Pleasing You - Pleases Us
Lenka Mismas - Owner

Thank you for your support.
We look forward to serving

RAVELN

y
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WHY DID 1
WAIT SO
LONG...
TO MOVE TO

“We enjoy the delicious, nutritious meals while dining
with other residents. But the best part is we don’t have
the worry about cooking or cleaning up!”’

The Rankin sisters
jitop

A RETIREMENT

+ Nutritious meals

* 24-hour Emergency
pull cord

+ Transportation

+ Housekeeping

+ Planned activities

* Free laundry facilities

261-8383

Fill out form below and mail to HILLTOP VILLAGE

MMUNITY

25900 Euclid Ave.
Euclid, Ohio 44132

Please send Name:
me information Address:
and a brochure. City:

| would be State:
interested in a Zip:
tour and lunch. Phone No.:

MARK PETRIC
Certified Master Technician

A=

Petric’'s Automotive Service

Foreign & Domestic
General Auto Repair

(216) 942-5130

33430 Lakeland Blvd., Eastlake, Ohio 44095 / LOCATED IN REAR

Topsoil @ Delivery e Dc-Thatching-Aeration
Spring and Fall Clean -up & Evergreens e Trees
Shrubs ® Mulch ® Michigan Sod e Seeded Lawns
e Removal of Old i.awn e Rototill
Fertilizers ® Flowers ® Annuals @ Perennials

Commercial Residential ﬁk
10% Senior Citizen Discount

for a Free Estimate
531-2319 or

585-3619

Frank Zigman

Hefpy

[ULY 4

(216) 261-1050
1-800-659-2682
Fax (216) 261-1054

/M

B ”
s

Cighton ® Bonnie ® Carole «Donna Chuck ® Mary ¢

22078 Lakeshore Blvd. ¢ Euclid, OH 44123

R

Happy 4th of July

All forms of Insurance:
Auto * Home » Life *» Business
Call for Free Consultation

-

L

ANTHONY

Insurance Agency

Monday - Friday 8:30 to 5 p.m. — Sat. 8:30 to noon
S08 E. 185 St., Cleveland — 531-8555

HAPPY 4th OF JULY

from the

Board of Directors
R and =
. Membership
of
Slovenian Society
Home

20713 Recher Ave.,
Euclid, Ohio 44119

President — Max Kobal
Vice President — RoseMary Toth
Secretary — Joseph Stavanja
Treasurer — Esther Podboy
Recording Secretary — William Kovach
Clubroom Liaison — William Kovach, Chair.
Max Kobal, Joseph Stavanja
Auditors — Karen Alich, Chair.
Joseph F. Petric, Jr., Steffie Smolic
House Committee — Robert Cigoy, Chair.
Rudy Urbanick, Dorothy Lamm

Federation Representatives —

Max Kobal, Joe Petric, RoseMary Toth

Alternates — Dorothy Lamm,

Esther Podboy, Joe Stavanja
Membership Committee — Joe Stavanja,
Dorothy Lamm, RoseMary Toth, Max Kobal

““In Unity and Harmony

There is Progress.’’




~

Wilke Hardware

Owned by American-Slovenians

Paints, Glass. Housewares. Plumbing.
Electrical Supplies. Garden Supplies.
—Screens and Storms Repaired —

809 K. 222nd St. Euclid, Ohio 44123
RE 1-7070

“!4% Happy 4th of July!
from

The West Park Slovenian Home
4583 West 130th Street ® Cleveland, Ohio 44135

216-941-3224
FISH FRY'S EVERY FRIDAY
Serving from Noon until 9:00 p.m.
® Music from 8:00 p.m. until Midnight
® Hall & Party Room Available to Rent
® Monthly Dances on Sundays by Popular Bands

Happy 4th of July!

T IUSTAULIGTLE (BT BETTER"

REALTOR®

GEORGE KNAUS REAL ESTATE, INC.
819 E. 185th STREET
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44119
COMPUTER MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

481-9300

4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.
RUDY JAKSE, President JOSEPH H. LACH, Treasurer

==

Happy 4th of July to
All of Our Customers!

CEBAR’S EUCLID TAVERN

595 E. 185 St. — 481-9509
Fish Frys Every Friday - 15¢ Wings on Mon.

Frank J. Cebuly Sr., Tony M.,

Happy 4th of July!

The Republic of Slovenia
202-667-5363 216-589-9220

Embassy, Washington, D.C. Honorary Consulate, Cleveland, Ohio
Dr. Ernest Petri¢, Ambassador Dr. Karl B.Bonutti, Honorary Consul

R

In Time of Need —
We Are Here to Help You.

Tony F., and Rose A. Cvelbar J
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— Family Owned and Operated

Zele Funeral Homes, Inc.

¥ ‘.ﬂ\i" Sy

WOG@OWWOOWWOOW

Since 1908 —

Licensed Funeral Directors:
Richard J. Zele — Louis F. Zele,
Sutton J. Girod — Louis E. Zele

“Four Generations of
THE ZELE FAMILY”’

(Main Office) ey

6502 St. Clair Ave.
361-0583
. CLEVELAND, OHIO
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Air Force veteran relives
dark days of World War II

By JEFF PIORKOWSKI

Staff Writer

It's almost like another lifetime
for Ray Rossman

It was 50 years ago that Rossman
became a free man after being inter
red at a German prisoner of war
camp in Sagan, Poland.

L.ast month, 72-year-old Rossman
returned to that camp, Stalag Luft
I11, as part of a reunion/celebration

“We had over 10,000 American of-
ficers there,” Rossman said. “At the
reunion, there were about 150. 1
didn’t know any of them.”

But the fact that there were no fa
miliar faces didn't mean Rossman
was dreaming. Rossman spent sev
eral months of his life there in late
1944 and early 1945 as a prisoner

It was a camp later made famous
in the movie “"The Great Escape,”
starring Steve McQueen. It was a
camp where men were executed on

orders from Adolf Hitler when that
escape failed

“I cried a little when I got to the
spot where the men were shot,” said
Rossman, who now lives on
Edgecliff Drive. “It brought back a
lot of memories for me."”

Though Rossman arrived at the
camp three months after the wotld-
be escapees were put to death, the
story was passed on to those who
lived at the camp — a place few peo
ple ever expect to find themselves,

u

It was 2:10 p.m. May 28, 1944 and
Ray Rossman, in the famed 100th
Bomber Group, was on a mission
over Magdeburg, Germany.

The Allied forces had bombed Ber-
lin the day before during daylight,
as was their custom. There were 690
casualties on that first run, making
the next mission anything but safe.
But the 100th was known for its dar
ing, as well as for its personal vend-

“SUN PHOTOS BY THOMAS NELSON

For his efforts during World War Il, Ray Rossman was awarded the Purple
Heart (left), the Prisoner of War Medal and the Air Medal. Also pictured
are souvenirs from his confinement in Stalag Luft Ill, including a
scrapbook he received shortly after the war,

etta against the Luftwaffe ever since
German flyers shot at an American
plane that had obviously given up.

“In those days, there was still
some honor among enemies,” Ros-
sman said.

Rossman's plane went down when
“a German ME 109 came from 10
o'clock high and shot us down. They
shot us from nose to tail and I was
hit in the leg. The bombardier, the
pilot and myself bailed out, and one
guy rode down with the plane.

“As I jumped out of that plane I
thought, ‘What if the plane isn't hit
as bad as I think and I end up a pris-
oner of war for nothing? "

Bailing out at 28,000 feet, Rossman
remembered that he was taught not
to pull the ring on his parachute un-
til the last possible moment, to pre-
vent being shot on the way down. He
pulled the ring at 3,000 feet after hit-
ting a speed of 160 miles per hour.

At that speed, and with the small
military parachutes issued flyers,
injury was almost a certainty. But
the bullets in his leg caused the most
damage.

“I landed in a corn field outside
the city and when [ sat up, there was
a farmer there with a gun to my
head,” Rossman said

Luckily, he was taken to a mili
tary hospital where a German doc
tor educated in Philadelphia
operated on his leg

“It was real quick service, proba
bly faster than I would have got in
the States. The doctor spoke very
good English. He removed 11 pieces
of shrapnel from my leg.

“The first thing he said to me was,
‘You know, it would be much easier
to amputate the leg.” He was giving
me the business. After the opera
tion, he told me his fee would be my
flying boots, which all Germans
loved, my wristwatch, and a foun
tain pen which I, for some reason,
had in my shirt pocket.”

Things took a darker turn af
terward. With other newly captured
prisoners of war, Rossman was
taken to an old castle in Frankfurt
for interrogation. The experiences
of an Englishman, who survived the
Great Escape, helped him

‘This Englishman came to our air
base in England after escaping and
told us just what the Germans
would do to us when they interro
gated us. Of course, we were only
supposed to give our name, rank
and serial number,

“First, a sergeant interviewed
you. He was wearing a black tur-
tleneck and a gold tooth and spoke
with a phony English accent. He
tried to get information by interro-
gating me four times. Then, he told
me that he would have me shot in
the morning if I didn't cooperate.
This is just what we were told they
would do, so I didn't say anything.

“I got thrown into the dungeon
the night before [ was supposed to be
‘shot.” Early the next morning, they
even removed someone from a cell
next to me who was screaming to
make it look like they were taking
him to be shot. Luckily, we were told
the right information by the En.
glishman.”

To scare prisoners even more,
Rossman said Germans meticu-
lously collected American newspa-
pers and kept copies of service
information. As a result, the Ger-
mans were able to make some men
feel insecure by knowing everything
about them.

In Rossman's case, they were able
to tell him that he grew up on East
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Happy Independence Day!

All Our Customers and Friends

Electric Motor
Repair Co.

Horst Kinscher
— Owner —

17616 South Waterloo Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44119

331-5995

FLASHBACK October 25, 1945

Life in France
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Ray Rossman holds his prisoner camp identification card. Rossman was a prisoner of war at Stalag Luft Il in
Poland until he escaped just before the end of World War Il

72nd Street, that he graduated from
East High School, and that he was
studying engineering at Case Uni
versity when he entered the Army
Flying Corps in January 1942,

n

While being transported to a
prison camp, Rossman and the other
prisoners were taken by train past
the infamous Dachau concentration
camp.

At Stalag Luft I1I, guards were in
their 60s and rules weren't ex
tremely formal

‘They allowed us to pretty much
run ourselves,” he said. “Our Amer
ican senior officer was the comman-
dant. There were four or five guards
who would wander around the
camp

“A German commandant would
come to the camp twice a day for roll
call at 9 a.m. and five o'clock in the
afternoon and we all had to be there
for that. Other than that, they pretty
much left us on our own

“There was a line drawn around
the camp and a barbed wire fence
beyond that. We were told we
couldn't cross that line or they
would shoot.”

Rossman said prisoners kept busy
by reading books, playing cards and
exercising. Much like the old TV se
“Hogan's Heroes,” prisoners
pulled some tricks on their captors

‘Hogan's Heroes' was a farce,
but a lot of it was very true,” Ros
sman said. “Like them, we put to
gether a radio and got all the latest
news from England

“We would put it together in the
wash house, then take it apart when
we were done using it. Each guy
would carry a part back to his bar-
racks with him. That way, the Ger-
mans could never find a radio.
Because a lot of us were engineering
students, we could put together a ra-
dio.”

Rossmdn said the prisoners also
kept a map of Allied troop advances
based on information they got from
England.

“One of the guards, an old guy
who was a professor and who was
mad because he wasn’t made an offi-
cer by the Germans, would even
come in and help me move pins on

ries

the map. He also taught me a lot of

German. That helped me when | es-
caped.” said Rossman, who studied
German in high school.

“When they came up with Sgt.
Schultz on ‘Hogan’s Heroes,' they
had to have got him from a sergeant
we had. He was just like Schultz."”

| |

Rossman said after the Great Es
cape, no one dared to tunnel to free
dom again. But an opportunity
presented itself when the tide
turned against the Germans in 1945
and defeat was on the horizon.

To protect himself, Hitler had
prisoners moved near his hideaway
at Berchstagarten to be used as a
bargaining chip. Hitler figured that
Allied troops would not bomb his
camp if Allied prisoners surrounded
him

Prisoners from Stalag Luft III
were forced to make the 100-mile
trek by foot and by rail to Berchsta-
garten.

“That was probably the hardest
part about being a prisoner — when

they loaded us on that train like
cattle, just like you see in those mov-
ies about the concentration camps
We had to stand and take turns lying
down we were so crowded in. Guys

e~

fluent German

He hidden for three
weeks by a woman in a town called
Landschutt. “A lot of German sol
diers were there and I drank at the
same places they did. I think they
knew who I was, but the war was
just about over by then and I don't
think they cared.”

Shortly after, the war ended and
Rossman survived with some valu
able life lessons

was also

| |

“After the war, I studied money,
banking and finance at Western Re
serve,” said Rossman, who later
founded Midwest Bank and Trust
“I've been in banking for 35 years

“The war prepared you well for
life. When somebody tried to pull a
fast one on you, even if they were
the president of a large industry, |
was able to say, ‘I'm not afraid of
you. | faced death during the war.’ '

This is what the barracks looked like at Stalag Luft Ill when Euclid’s Ray
Rossman was a prisoner of war there in 1944-45,

had dysentery and there was (excre
ment) everywhere.”

Rossman said his escape “was a
lot easier than you would think.”

During the forced march, security
wasn't tight. Men would drop from
line and then rejoin the march

Rossman and two other men de-
cided they would drop to the side as
if to urinate, then get down on the
ground as the rest of the men
marched on,

“We were halfway across this big
field before they saw us running and
started shooting at us. They got the
dogs after us, but luckily we were by
the only swamp in Germany and
they couldn’t follow our trail.”

Rossman split from the other es-
capees and survived by speaking

Rossman also became a father of
five children. Other than the time
when he took control of a friend's
plane, he has not flown since 1944.
His wife, Esther, died of cancer two
years ago.

Today, he works as a consultant
for Liberty State Bank in Twinsburg
in what he calls his "“final hurrah"
in business and travels around the
world, often accompanied by his
daughters.

It's a long way from Euclid to Sa-
gan, Poland, but that experience
clearly defined the rest of Ray Ros-
sman’'s life as an American.

It is men like Rossman, and the
thousands who were unable to make
the Sagan reunion that Americans
remember on Memorial Day

Prices Zoom; Transport
Is Overcrowded, Slow:
Black Market Thrives

No Pure Coffee for Sale
Legally; Woolen Suit Costs
#300; Tea $25 a Pound

One Need: a Devalued Frane

BY CHARLES R. HARGROVE

Staff Carvespondent of Tie WALL STRERT JounNalL

PARIS—Any visitor to France from
overseas these days soon perceives there
is no plenty in this once plentiful land.

The mere problem of finding lodging
and food is the first one he encounters.
Few well-known hotels are operating for
civilians and others just returning to life
cannot provide meals.

“We own and operate our
own plant’’

JAY-DEE CLEANERS

Phone — 731-7060

CLEANING, PRESSING and
ALTERATIONS
“QUALITY CLEANING”’
7 a.m. — 6:30 p.m.

878 E. 222 St. —
Euclid, Ohio 44123

Owned & Operated by Jim Lester




The Miracle of Vetrinje

Translated from the Slove-
nian of an article from the
newspaper ‘‘SLOVENEC”’
dated March 29, 1995 publish-
ed in Ljubljana, Slovenia.
Translator: Lija Zebot.

The following is an inter-
view with JOHN CORSEL-
LIS, a Canadian writer and
lawyer, about his experiences
at the end of World War II as
a humanitarian social worker
in the refugee camps par-
ticularly at the Slovenian
refugee camp at Vetrinje in
southern Austria. Mr. Cor-
sellis was interviewed after a
recent speech he made at the
University of Ljubljana.

The Miracle of Vetrinje

by MARJETA SIMUNIC

John Corsellis is a member
of the Quaker religion, a
pacifist group which believes
in God’s direct inspiration on
the faithful. Quakers have no
clergy, church rites, nor
sacraments. They are known
for their world-wide
humanitarian work, especially
at the end of both World
Wars.

During World War II Mr.
Corsellis served in the British
army as an unarmed officer.
In 1945 to 1947, he was ap-
pointed to work among the
Slovenian refugees in the camp
at Vetrinje in southern
Austria. Later he helped to
organize two other Slovenian
refugee camps in Spittal and
Lienz. Vetrinje is a village on
the Austrian side of the Slove-
nian border, where some
20,000 Slovenians took refuge
in May of 1945 to escape
Tito’s army of Partisans.
Among those Slovenians were
about 12,000 Homeguards
who were anti-communist
defenders against the atrocities
of Tito’s soldiers.

As an eye witness to the
events of May 19 to 31, 1945,
Mr. Corsellis has a tragic story
to tell. Tito demanded the
repatriation of the Slovenian
Homeguards, a certain death
sentence to those doomed men
who were bitter foes of the
communists who now had
control of Slovenia. Since
Vetrinje was under the protec-
tion of the British Army, it
was the British officials who
ordered the return of the
Slovenian Homeguards to
Slovenia. The following is the
account of Mr. Corsellis:

I can assert to you that these
were the most degrading weeks
and the most wicked acts of
the British war operations.

The politicians had argued
that this was exclusively an
Army matter. The truth is,
that the responsibility lay on
both sides. The matter in ques-
tion was a conscious
knowledge of all possible con-
sequences, an enormous
organized treason, done only
to please Stalin and Tito.

The 1945 massacre of the
Homeguards, in my estima-

tion 9,000 to 11,000 men, in-
volved the betrayal, brutal tor-
ture, and killing of them by
ILiraaRs men = onee the
Homeguards were forced to
return to Slovenia. It is a hor-
rible crime and an historical
aberration. The English
ordered them into the hands of
Tito with the lie that they were
being sent off safely to Italy. I
also witnessed the indignation
of several British officers and
soldiers who had watched with
an utmost disgust at what was
happening to the Slovenian
anti-communists and how
some refused to obey the
orders.

[ also remember the words
of Major Johnson, Chief of
the Army Administration for
Displaced Persons: “We are
not going to send back the
Slovenian civilians. Do not tell
me what is happening in
Yugoslavia. We know what is
happening there.”’

After the escape of a few
Homeguards, the truth started
to be known. The intervention
of the Red Cross, numerous
English humanitarian
organizations, and the Slove-
nian Dr. Mersol prevented the
repatriation of more than
6,000 Slovenian civilians from
Vetrinje to Slovenia and
prison and even death under
the communists.

I want to point out that
working among these Slove-
nians for 3 years was my
priviledged experience. They
demonstrated an unusual
spiritual firmness, adaptabili-
ty, and courage. The quality
and strength of their belief in
their religion was as plain and
direct as that of the 17th cen-
tury Quakers who also were
subjected to severe persecu-
tion.

A great number of Slove-
nian priests offered emotional
support and help to those who
had suffered the loss of family
and or friends in the massacre
of the Slovenian Homeguards.

All who served among the
Slovenian refugees could not
help admiring their courage,
hardiness, and self-sacrifice.
The conditions in the refugee
camp were terrible. The
weather was horrible. The rain
prevailed. But the Slovenians
went to church in their Sunday
best. Men wore white, pressed
shirts with ties. Women wore
clean dresses. It was
unbelievable, a wonder to me.
How could they succeed in
doing that under the condi-
tions of a refugee camp?

Shall I point out the
refugees’ strong national iden-
tity and love of their language
and culture despite centuries
of rule by the Austrian Em-
pire? The Slovenians were
united by a group of born
leaders whose determination
and national pride served as an
example to them all.

Hundreds of refugee
children were provided with

schools. Within 8 weeks of the
start of the camp, school
instruction was organized
despite the unenviable condi-
tions. Qualified teachers were

found for levels from
kindergarten through high
school the educational pro-

gram of the classical high
school especially impressed the
Allied Educational Commis-
sion.

Their care for health and
cleanliness were at a high level.
Fourteen births were recorded
and under these tough condi-
tions only one newborn died.
There were no discipline cases.
A general awareness and
respect for law and order, as
well as good leadership enabl-
ed the Slovenians to take over
the runing of their own camps
successfully.

How could these Slovenian
refugees, who had under the
most impossible life condi-
tions shown such great care
for the preservation of their
national identity and culture,
how could these Slovenians be
called national traitors? May I
make it more clear by the
following proof: The Slove-
nian schools in the refugee
camps were in great need of
books. A few brave Slovenians
simply trespassed the border
imto Slovenia in order to smug-
gle school books to the refugee
camp schools. They risked
their lives for this purpose. In
one instance, the Yugoslav
authorities arrested a sister of
one of the refugees after they
discovered that he had done
this.

When Tito and his com-
munists took over power in
Yugoslavia in May, 1945, the
majority of Slovenians chose
to stay. They had to choose
between joining with the Com-
munist regime or enduring it.
This lasted for nearly 50 years.

Several thousand Slovenians
chose not to stay. Their story
should also be told. They are
part of Slovenia and of Slove-
nian history.

Thanks to Ernie Ryavec of
Santa Monica, Calif. for sub-
mitting this article.

Tony Grdina, right, holds a
captured Japanese flag.

Dedicated
To
The Memory of
Our
American Military Airmen
Captain Richard H. Claeys
Captain Blen Freestone
Captain Harold F. Schreiber
Corporal Matthew M. Comko
Corporal Chester J. Lowor

Killed
When their unarmed
Military transport plane
Was shot down from the sky
By the Partisans
Over the Slovenian village of Koprivnik
On August 19, 1946.

Brickman &

Sons, Inc.,

Funeral Home
21900 Euclid Avenue, Euclid

481-3277

Serving Families With Dignity and
Respect for over 83 years.

Happy 4th of July to All
Our Customers and Friends

City Motors, Inc.

USED CARS
5413 St. Clair Ave. — Cleveland 44103

881-2388
FRANK TOMINC, — Owner
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Happy 4th of July
to All Our Clients and Friends

Cleveland
Accounting Service

6218 St. Clair Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44103

881-5158
*
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Let’s Remember Our
Loved Ones!

Crobaugh
Funeral Home

22595 Lake Shore Blvd.
Euclid, Ohio
Telephone (216) 731-4259

Gregory M. Danaher
Embalmer and Funeral Director
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Happy 4th of July!
Best Wishes

From the Officers and Members of

St. Vitus Lodge #25
K.S.K.J.

- INSURANCE
MEMBERS & FRIENDS

rRA [ L:F\.I‘

Fr. Joseph Boznar, Spiritual Director
Joseph Baskovic, President
Joseph Hocevar, Vice President
Albin Orehek, Secretary
John Hocevar, Rec

rding Secretary
John Turek, Treasurer
Frank Zupancic, Sergeant at Arms
Auditors: Mary Rose Hodnik, Jim Debevec, Stan Martincic

Stanley Frank, Lodge Representative
Bill Vidmar, Funeral Coordinator

We Wish A Happy 4th of July
To All of Our Customers!
= —

™= NOSAN’S !

’—"%“
Slovenian Home Bakery

We will be closed for the month of July!

6413 St. Clair — 361-1863

Our Euclid Location
567 E. 200 481-5670

S

Soclety National Bank
A KeyCorp Bank

Society

(216) 391-1540 (phone) (216) 391-0142 (fax)

M Dnevno obrestovanje vicg (Daily interest savings)
B Cekovni radun (Checking accounts)

B Pogojne vloge (Term/certificate deposits)

M Hranilne vloge (Statement savings)

M Osebna posojila (Personal loans)

B Vezane vloge (Lines of credit)

i Hip?tegna posojila (Mortgages)

Stane Kuhar, Branch Manager - 5900 St. Clair Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44103

A terrific variety of fine quality
domestic and imported wines
Tremendous Selection of Beers!
Pretzels and Chips — Play Ohio Lottery

Knowledgeable, Friendly Service

486-0595
Owner Operated

EUCLID OHIO BEVERAGE, INC.
635 East 200th St.

Gary lacofano Euclid, Ohio 44119

Henry Hausrath
Owner

Owner
VISIT US!
Open Monday thru Saturday
10 AM. until 9:00 PM
Sunday 11 AM until 5:00 PM

Happy 4th of July From All of Us
at

Jakubs & Son Funeral Home

936 East 185th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44119

(216) 531-7770
GOLDEN RULE

Funeral Homes

Happy 4th of July to all of
Our Customers and Friends...

McDonald & Comp
builds relatlonshlps
that work” =

For Investment Advice Call

Steve Koren Sharon Krnc Koren

943-8210 — 1-800-377-2268
McDONALD & COMPANY

SECURITIES, INC.
Corporate Ninety Bldg., 2550 SOM Center Rd.
Member NYSE Willoughby Hills, Ohio 44094

Member SIPC




INTRODUCING PRIME TIME;

OUR PRIME-RATE, NO-FEE HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT.

DOESN'T YOUR
ET

PRIME RATE?

RIME TIME
HOME EQUITY LINE
OF CREDIT.

PrimeTime is one consumer loan that’s easy
to apply for, easy to use, easy on the budget
and always within reach.

HAT IS PRIME TIME?

Prime Time is a total loan program. It uses
the equity you have in your home to secure
the financing you need. Prime Time provides
you with a line of credit that’s superior in
rate, funds accessibility and repayment to any
other form of financing.
What kind of uses can Prime Time offer

you? Here are a few of the more frequent uses:

Home Remodeling

Funding a College Education

Consolidating Old Debts

A Dream Vacation

Car or Boat Loans

Funds for Investments

Prime Time gives you the cash you need.

HAT ARE THE
ADVANTAGES OF PRIME
TIME?

Low rate of interest.

Credit line up to $150,000.

Interest rate capped at 14% for the life of

the loan.

Tax advantages.

Cleveland
2 Public Square
348-8811

798 East 185th Street
348-8809

Beachwood
3401 Richmond Road
348-8807

University Heights
2175 Warrensville Center

AX ADVANTAGES.

Because Prime Time is secured by the real
estate equity in your home, your interest rate
expense may be fully tax deductible. Today,
allowable deductions for income tax purposes
have been greatly reduced. Prime Time may
result in your saving on taxes. Should you have

Road
348-8808

Mentor
7820 Plaza Boulevard
348-8810

Mayfield Village
789 S.0.M. Center Road
348-8806

Brooklyn

7470 Brookpark Road
348-8802

Rocky River
19739 Center Ridge Road
348-8803

Westlake

30020 Detroit Road
348-8804

Lakewood
12222 Madison Avenue
348-8801

14650 Detroit Avenue
348-8805

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Member FDIC

OW TO DETERMINE
THE MAXIMUM LINE
OF CREDIT.

Generally, the amount of the credit line is
determined by the bank’s nondiscriminatory
lending guidelines which include the value of
your home, the balance of your first mortgage,
your credit rating and your overall financial
stren .

Use the formula below to help you estimate
a reasonable figure for the credit line that
would be made available.

1. Current market value
of your home §
2. Multiply by 85%

(70% on rental

or commercial) X
3. Subtotal $
4. Subtract balance due

on your first mortgage - §

5. Potential Prime Time
maximum line
of available credit $

The maximum loan amount is $150,000.
The minimum loan amount is $5,000. The
actual loan amounts granted will be determined
by loan underwriting guidelines and individual
qualification.

‘ ‘ JHAT TYPE OF PROPERTY

IS REQUIRED TO SECURE
A PRIME TIME LINE OF
CREDIT?
Personal ownership of real estate, either
owner-occupied or investment property with
sufficient equity required. Property insurance
also required.

PRIME TIME G

any questions regarding Prime Time and
your tax liability, consult your accountant
or attorney.

RIME TIME.
THE HOME EQUITY LINE
OF CREDIT BASED ON
THE PRIME RATE!

CHECK OUT THESE
EXCLUSIVES:

No closing costs! No appraisal fee! No annual
fees! Rates based on Prime Rate, the same
rate our biggest customers pay. Terms available
for investment properties!
Line of Credit

$50,000 - $150,000.......Prime Rate

$25,000 - § 49,999.......Prime plus .5%

$ 5,000 -$ 24,999.......Prime plus 1%

The annual percentage rate may vary.

PRIME’I‘IMEISEASYTOUSE.

Using Prime Time can be as simple as writing
a check. When you need cash, just write your-
self a check. Your monthly statement will detail
} all account activity during your statement cycle.

OW TO APPLY FOR YOUR
PRIME TIME HOME
EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT.

Applying for a Prime Time Home Equity
Line is fast and easy. Just call 1800 621-3133
— Home Federal’s Information Hotline —
where you have the option of applying for your
loan right over the phone. If you wish, we'll
be happy to mail you an application or you can
visit any Home Federal office. To process
your application quickly, the following items
are required: latest W-2 Form or Federal Tax
Return, list of current outstanding obligations,
loan account numbers and balance of your
first mortgage.

THE HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT BASED ON THE PRIME RATE.
YOU THE CASH YOU NEED FOR ANYTHING!

—_
—_—
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World’ S (now Vanuatu), with 5,440 The largest single shipwreck  place dubbed Million Dollar  crocodile fish find its mangled

troops bound for accessible to divers in the Point, rests one of the great  masses of steel hulks inviting.
B' Guadalcanal. world, the Coolidge is an piles of submerged junk in the
lggeSt The ship hit one mine, then  underwater metropolis of sea. Here, departing
. backed into another, and the  marine life, with hundreds of = Americans deep-sixth (pur-
ShlpwreCk captain ran it toward shore species of invertebrates and posely sunk) bulldozers,
and ordered everyone over- fish calling it home, including  trucks, tractors, cranes and
At 9:30 a.m. on October 26, board. At 10:55 a.m., the a 600-pound grouper named other war-construction hard-
1942, the USS President Coolidge went down on a Boris, who mugs at divers for ware. It’s a gloomy pile.
Coolidge, a 654-foot luxury beachside dropoff, its bow 70 handouts of fish. Strangely, nothing much
liner conscripted for war feet below the waves and its Only about a mile down the grows on it, although flat,
duties, accidentally steamed stern at a depth of 240 feet. beach from the Coolidge,ata brown-camouflaged Tony Grdina

into an American minefield
while heading out of Lugan-
ville port, in the New Hebrides

Happy Independence Dgqy
A IR AT SRR

American Slovenians in the United States

In Loving Memory

OF OUR HUSBAND
AND UNCLE

LBS BANK - NEW YORK

"Global Banking with the Local, Personal Touch"

LBS Bank offers a wide range of services designed to meet all of your
commercial and retail banking needs, including:

Individual/Corporate Checking Account
Savings Accounts
Money Markets/CD’s/Time Deposits

Tony Okicki Domestic/International Wire Transfers
Commercial Loans
10th Anniversary -Working Capital Facilities

r ; -Domestic/Intemational Trade Financing

R N e L 10 -Small and Medium Sized Business Loans

God took him home; it was -Loans to Local Companies Under the Community
His will. Reinvestment Act

But in our hearts we love him

still. " : "
His memory is as dear today as Where Your Business Comes First

in the hour he passed away.

We often sit and think of him LBS BANK - NEW YORK
when we are alone, Manhattan Tower
For memory is the only friend 101 East 52nd Street, New York, NY 10022
* 3 b ] 3
., Tel. (212) 980-8600 Fax (212) 593-1967
Brother-in-law — Stanley Telex 229976
Zupancic and wife Ann

C New York State chartered bank - A member of the FDIC.
Many nieces and nephews

LBS Bank Is a wholly owned subsidiary of Ljubljanska banka - d.d., Ljubljana, Slovenia,
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OPEN: MONDAY thru THURSDAY 10 A.M. TO 12 MIDNIGHT « FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10 AMTO 1 AM « SUNDAY 11 AMTO 11 PM

OPEN o ik o 964 East 200th » 692-1068

American-Slovenian members of FORTU NA POG REBN' T
St. Lawrence Parish Henry STEPIC ZAVOD
who died while serving in the JgsepkhSSTEl:l)glF;J
f the United States. ran i
Armed Forces o Ralph TRSINAR Joseph L. Fortuna, Director
World War I Laddie HOCEVAR deal SPOVES 5316 Fleet A ;
Joseph Papesh Frank HROVAT Ignatius VIDMAR Sl AR Bliene 9910040
World War 11 George HUNTER Vietnam Cleveland, Ohio 44105
Frank BIZAJ Victor KAPLAN Gary SMITH
Frank BLATNIK Edward MILLER 3 :
Felix CEKADA Henry NOVAK L Licensed Directors
Anthony HOCEVAR Frank SEME i John J. Fortuna, James R. Trzaska

Mary Ann Fortuna Trzaska




Accentuate the
Positive

What if a person could
eliminate all the negative ex-
periences in life? Would he be
free of stress?

According to researchers at

the University of California at
Berkely, the answer is no...
The researchers found that
the presence of positive factors
in life, rather than merely a
lack of negative factors, was
most important in reducing

*’*********t****i****************t***i
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stress... that too much em-
phasis has been given to
eliminating negative ex-
periences and not enough to
teaching people to develop
positive aspects of life.

STOP IN AT

BRONKO’S
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. Low Fixed Rates - No Closing Costs « Interest May Be Tax Deductible (c

5-YEAR FIXED RATE
ANNUAL

$103.19 with aut

PERCENTAGE
RATE

8. 757"

& : SAVINGS BANK

METROPOLITAN SAVINGS BANK OF CLEVELAND

IMPROVEMENT
v HOME IMPROVEMENT v AUTO v BOAT v RV

With a Home Equity Loan.

Based on a $5,000 loan with 60 monthly payments of

statement savings.

Rate subject to change without notice

Bainbridge ..............543-2336  Cleveland Hts. ........371-2000  Shaker Hts‘...\\.........5323141 Open Mon. - Thur. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Chardon .................286-3800  Euclid ......oevvvvvvveenenes 731-8865  South Euclid............291-2800 :

Bt/ o, T 2VUOACE" TNRGHRRE oo 974-3030  Willoughby Hills......944-3400 Friday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Cleveland..............486-4100  Pepper Pike ............831-8800 Sunday (NO wines SOld) 11 am -8 p.m.

METROPOLITAN

Drive-In Beverage

510 East 200th St
Euclid, Ohio 44119

DMH Corp.
531-8844

Imported Slovenian Wines

Imported Slovenian Wines
Radenska Mineral Water. Various
soft drinks, pretzels, popcorn. UPS service
— We have Ohio Lottery and
Instant Ohio Lottery tickets —

onsult your tax advisor)

odebit from Metrapolitan checking or

Domestic and Imported Beer & Wine

— Owner - David Heuer
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Make the
gas company
wonder it
youve moved.

Our Freedom 90 gas furnace is one
of the most efficient you can buy. Over
90% efficient - compared to around
65% for most older furnaces. You can
shrink your monthly gas bill to a
fraction of its former self. And enjoy
greater peace of mind, thanks to the
Freedom 90°s lifetime limited warranty.
So see your American-Standard
dealer about the Freedom 90, and
give your neighborhood meter
reader something to wonder about.

AR

Built To A Higher Standard.

INC' 944-9444

30170 Lakeland Blvd.
Wickliffe, Oh. 44092

W\ !/
GORJ

NN

AN |

A Name For All Seasons”™

Happy 4th of July!
REMEMBER OUR HEROIC SERVICEMEN & WOMEN

WHITE GLOVE SERVICE
AND INSTALLATION FOR
OVER 20 YEARS

Armstrong, Tarkett
Mannington Vinyl Floors
| - Mohawk
Cabin Craft - Downs - Galaxy
Lees - Masland - Salem - Wellco

Philadelphia - World - Diamond
Aladdin - Cumberland Mills

FREE HOME ESTIMATES

EXPERTS IN
RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL
FLOORING

AREA RUGS g
MADE TO g
ORDER

Mon. Thurs. 9 A.M.-8 P.M.
Wed. - Fri. - Sat. 9 A.M.-5 P.M.
Visit Our Beautiful Showroom at 854 E. 185th St.

- Tues. -
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TRAVEL BUREAU

“For All Your Travel Needs”

4118 St Clair Avge Cleveland, Ohio 44103

If your l\;tentiom are to visit or may
bring your loved ones to the U.S.A. on a visit, Phone (216) 431-5710

PR CR - Frank in Christina Mihelin
We Are American - Slovenian Travel Agency JERP——

Happy Independence Day!

to our customers, relatives, friends

S omra& Kitchens

CUSTOM CABINET DESIGN CENTEP
e "

Somrak adds his {;rersona[ toucﬁ.

... to all of his custom kitchen designs.

At SOMRAK'S, we take the time to listen to your needs and expectations so you
will have the most efficient working room in your home

From design to installation your satisfaction is ensured.

Visit Our Showroom

464-6500

Bedford Heights Ohio
EVENING BY APPOINTMENT

26201 Richmond Road
HOURS M-F 9-5 - SAT @-1
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AmeriSka Domovina, June 29, 1995

Tony Sustarsic saw action in
WWII as a Tank Commander

Tony Sustarsic, former
Mayor of Euclid, Ohio, grew
up on Recher Avenue, near the
Slovenian Home. He went to
Roosevelt School and was
graduated from Euclid Central
after which he attended Dyke
College majoring in Business
Administration.

He was employed by the
General Electric Cleveland
Wire Works plant and for 23
years worked for Frank A.
Thomas & Associates as a
Draftsman. He also did Public
Relations work which instilled
in him a keen knowledge of
engineering and conditions in
Euclid and the surrounding
areas which he used during his
years of service as a Coun-
cilman, Administrator and
then Mayor of the City of
Euclid.

Tony further served his city
and country by enlisting in the
Army where he served during
World War I as a Tank Com-
mander, 3rd Armored Divi-
sion in the European Theater.
It was during the Battle of the
Bulge where he received the
Purple Heart for severe
injuries.

Tony Sustarsic lost his right
leg in the battle. He was a
19-year-old PFC with the Ist
Army’s 33rd armored regi-
ment and part of Col. Hogan’s
Famous 400.

They were trapped behind
enemy lines during the battle.

““The tank regiment I was in
penetrated behind enemy
lines,”” said Sustarsic. “‘That’s
when | got wounded in the
arm by a sniper. We were call-
ed forward observers, trying
to locate enemy fire. Then the
artillery would back us up.”’

On January 15, Sustarsic
was in a tank knocked out by
enemy fire.

*“The other men and I took
cover in a livestock shelter. It
was blown out by an 88mm
shell. I was hit by shrapnel and
concrete in 11 places and lost
my leg, but they were able to
save my left leg,”” he recalled.

*“I was conscious the whole
time. I knew [ was alive,
because 1 didn’t have a tag on
my toe, like the others around
me who had passed on.

*“I thank God that I surviv-
ed. I almost drowned when we
landed at Omaha Beach in the
tide. Anyone who was in the
Battle of the Bulge is very for-
tunate to have survived and to
be around to talk about it.”’
Despite his handicap resulting
from these injuries, Tony
came home with the desire to
serve his community.

He was instrumental in
organizing the Euclid Veterans
Club where he served as presi-
dent and is a member of the
Disabled American Veterans
and the American Legion,
Post 343. He has served on the
Euclid Safety Council,
Fireman’s' Pension Board,
Euclid YMCA, Mary Mavec
School, Director of St. Clair
Savings, and the Euclid
General Hospital Association.

He is a member of St.

Buddy Krall,
invasion of Europe in 1943,
Williams Parish and the
Knights of Columbus. In his
spare time he enjoys playing
golf and is a football fan.

During his military service
in the European Theater of
Operations, he played on the
Armed Forces football team
while stationed in England.
His interest in sports and
youth was a foundation for his
being a booster for Euclid
High, Forest Park Junior
High, St. Joseph’s and St.
William’s Schools.

He lives on East 272nd Street
with his wife, Helen. They
have two children, Judy and
Jerry, who ‘s now a candidate
‘or the position of Mayor of
the City of Euclid.

Tony Sustarsic’s parents,
Mama Mary or Marija Brez-
nikar was born in 1892 in the
small village of St. Rupert in
the Slovenian province of
Dolensko.

Tony’s father, Joseph
Sustarsic, was born in 1886 in
the historical town of

Tony Sustarsic on June 28, 1944 in Omaha, France.

left, with Tony Sustarsic in England before

Zuzemberk also in the Pro-
vince of Dolensko, Slovenia.

They both came to the
United States as immigrants to
the new world before World
War I in their early youth.

They met in 1908 in
Sheboygan, Wisconsin and
married there. Tony’s father,
Joseph Sustarsic, worked in
the coal mines of Pennsylvania
and later he and his wife mov-
ed to Euclid, Ohio, where they
lived with their family the rest
of their lives.

Mr. Joseph Sustarsic passed
away in 1935 at the early age
of 49. He left a large family to
his wife, Mary, the task of
raising the children. Mama
worked to support the large
family and did so without
complaining.

The Sustarsic family were
very close-knit and proud to
be Slovenian.

Cecilia V. Dolgan, News-
Herald Correspondent, also
contributed to this article.

Al Kopore, Jr.

Piano Technician

(216) 481-1104
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Cooking

. EXPERIENCE ALBIES HOSPITALITY & CUISINE

“Croling With

CARST-NAGY
Memorials
15425 Waterloo Rd.
481-2237
“‘Serving the
Slovenian Community.”"’
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* Home Made Muffins * Daily Soups * Catering 2]
* Daily Specials in Our Parents Tradition

Y.

Albert b
Somrack

Owner/

Manager
26250 Euclid Ave.
Euclid Office &
Madical Plaza
Euclid, Ohio
Hours: Mon.-Fri.
8 am-4 pm

289-0836

AME
MUTU

Phone: 216- 531-1900

In

Recognition
of those who
served our country.

from

The Board of Directors,
Lodge Officers,

and

All Members of the

RICAN
AL LIFE

ASSOCIATION

19424 South Waterloo Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44119 - 3250

Fax: 216- 531- 8123
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DID YOU KNOW

Slovenia... Joseph Zelle
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Another article by Ivo Zha-
jdela describes how the Partisans
destroyed the Postojna Cave,
April 23, 1944. He points out
that the celebration of the Day of
Resistance was ironic, since the
Cave was Slovenian territory
and the explosion caused irrepa-
rable damage to the natural
wonder. He also describes how
five members of the Vekar fam-
ily were savagely butchered
on March 7, 1944. A cenotaph
was erected by Ivan Vekar, now
living in Australia. Slavko
Vekar, one time Partisan, wrote
the inscription, “Matija Vekar,
73 years old, killed by Partisan
traitors”. So reports Zhajdela.

Sonja Adam, widow of one of
the heroes of the 1991 War of
Independence, christened one of
the new Bell 412 ER helicopters
delivered to the defense depart-
ment. The helicopter is the latest
model in the world.

Renaming of streets and towns
and villages goes on in liberated
Slovenia. Many of the revolu-
tion’s heroes are being sched-
uled with replacement of the
original or even new more ap-
propriate names for these times.
Even some statues are going to
be removed and put into the Mu-
seum of the Revolution. So
passes the fleeting fame of un-
loved “heroes™!

In Ljubljana the Chapel of St.
Jurij (George) has once again a
bell. It was blessed by Arch-
bishop Alojzij Shushtar.

Deep-sea diver and cave ex-
plorer, Rado Pristov, drowned in
Divje Jezero, while exploring
underwater. Special experts and
specialized deep-sea  rescue
equipment came from Switzer-
land. However before they began
operations, Tomo Vrhovec and a
crew found the body 300 feet
below the surface. Vrhovec
brought the body up to a depth of
220 feet. Rescue operations then
proceeded to recover Pristov.

Margie Kamber

Died June 25, 1940
Darling Daughter

Gone is the face we loved so dear,
Silent the voice we loved to hear.
Too far away for sight or speech.

But not too far for thoughts to reach.

Loving memories never die,

As years roll on and days pass by.
Deep in our hearts memories are kept,
Of those we loved and will never forget.

MAJOR & MINOR AUTO REPAIRS
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
STATE EMISSIONS INSPECTIONS

&/- <E « wiDIESEL ENGINE REPAIRS Boise
L & FRONT WHEEL DRIVES sy
l!\'ﬁ'iw COMPLETE DRIVE. TRAIN SERVICE @~ 401
Euc FRONT END ALIGNMENT 4
EAST 200 SUNOC E
a. @48!1-58502 L
=L i Af0 & 200 %1 —_‘l'-
22 S

e

APPROVED
AUTOMOTIVE REGAIR

e e

vy Joe Zigman, owner

Happy 4th of July
VISIT OUR STORE!

R & D Sausage Co.

15714 Waterloo Rd.
Cleveland, OH 44110—692-1832

We Have Fresh Slovenian Sausages
Smoked and Fresh Zelodec
Cooked or Uncooked Cottage Ham
Homemade Salami
Imported Foods — Poticas
Strudels and Much More

FOR ORDERS CALL
Mr. Joe Zuzak, Owner
Open: Monday 8 - 2

Tuesday - Thurs, 8 - 5
Friday - 8 - 6

Saturday 8 - §

B

= Happy
CEBAR’S

595 E. 185th St.

Euclid, Ohio 44119 — 481-9509

FISH FRIES Every Friday
— 15¢ Wings on Monday and Thursday
Chili on Tuesdays — Pork on Wednesdays

Tony M., Rose, Tony F. Cvelbar
Frank J. Cebuly Sr.

1

Joseph amber

Died Nov. 22, 1976
To my loving husband

A million times I've needed you,
A million times I've cried

You never would have died.
In life I've loved you dearly
In death | love you still

In my heart you hold a place
That no one else can fill.

It broke my heart to lose you,
But you did not go alone

For part of me went with you
The day God took you home.

Sadly missed by

Julia Kamber — wife and mother

Happy 4th of July!
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GRABOWSKI
Super Market

6405 Fleet Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio

— 883-9549 —

John and Linda Turk

If love alone could have saved you,

It you can spare 10 minutes,

We can spare $10,000!

Imagine winning $10,000 in just 10 short minutes! It%s possible
with the Ohio Lottery Bingo Game. On each $2 ticket, you
get four Bingo cards and four chances to win — up to $10,000!
So play Bingo at your favorite Lottery retailer. And with luck,

you could come out with
r anal
K)IN]NTHEW[NNM @ 510,000 to spare!

Lottery players are subject 1o Ohio laws and Commission regulations. For further information

call the Customer Relations Department, (216) 787-3200, during reqular business hours

g% 48

Frank M. Penko

Died Jan. 9, 1974
To My Loving Son

We often think of the days gone by,
When we were all together;

A shadow o’er our life is cast,

A loved one gone forever.

Within our store of memories
You hold a place apart,

For no one else can ever be
More cherished in our hearts.

Irene Pasalaqua — daughter - John — Stepson
13 grandchildren — 15 great-grandchildren

Family in Cleveland and Europe

Y
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Ameriska Domovina, June 29, 1995

In Memory of
Senator Frank J. Lausche

November 14, 1895 April 21, 1990

America’s Greatest Slovenian

True American
Patriot

The Frances and Jane S.

Lausche Foundation




