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AMERICAN TRAVELLER: _

O R,

OBSERVATIONS

ON T

PrRESENT STATE, CULTURE and COMMERCE |
OF THE

BRITISH COLONIES in AMERICA,

And the further ImrroveEMENTS of which they are capable 3
WITH

An Account of the Exrorts, ImrorTs and ReTurns of
cach Colony refpecively,—and of the Numbers of Britisu
Ships and Secamen, Merchants, Traders and ManufaGurers

employed by all colleétively :
TOGETHER WITH
The Amount of the Revenue arifing to Great-Britain therefrom.
Ina SERIES of LET TERS, written originaily to the

Right Honourable the Earl of ****® ** ***

By an OLp and Exreriencep TRADER.

L o N BN

Printed for E.and C. DI L. LY, in the Poultry, and J. AT. M O N, Piccadilly,
MDCCLXIX.
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TO THE
SOVEREIGN orrue BRITISH EMPIRE,

THE/ BRTH IR O% RIS TIEOE LE,
W HOM
HEAVEN HAS BLESSED Y;‘IITH INCLINATION,
A N D
I R SLFLE B Wl Tl . P.Q, W B R,

To PROMOTE rtueir GENERAL WEAL axp HAPPINESS,

Thefe Labours of a private Individual, Bumbly direted

to that great End, are, with all

Deference and Duty,
Infcribed by

His MajesTvY' s

Moft faithful

Subject and Servant,

The American Traveller.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

The prefent Situation of Affairs between Great-
Britain and her American Colonies, will juftify
this Publication. Mutual Advantage 1s the
moft folid Bafis, the ftrongeft Cement of Union,
in all Connections, whether political or private.
To fhew fuch Advantage therefore, muft be
the moft effectual Means of preferving that
Union, fo much and fo wifely withed for, by
every Friend of his Country.
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OBSERVATIONS

ON THE

CULTURE and COMMERCE

O F_ B HE

BRITISH COLONIES, &c.

EREPERRERFEBERERERCEREXETRECECEES 2R

Eil B PN PabEa Rolgdi

My Lorbp,

QK%ENOK; HE laft Time I had the Honour of converfing
¥ T § with your Lordfhip, you intimated a Defire, that
§ % 7 fhould - draw into one Point of View, the feveral
WOk ¥ Hints, which I had at different Times, taken the
Liberty to fuggeft to your Lordfhip, on the prefent State of the
Britifb Colonies, and the Improvements poflible to be made in
the Culture, and Commerce of them, to their and the Mo-

B ther
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ther Country’s mutual Advantage, that you might be able
with the greater Eafe and Accuracy to form a Judgement
yourfelf, and convince others of the Reality of fuch Ad-

vantage, and the Feafibility of the Means propofed to
obtain it.

Every Intimation of your Lordfhip’s Pleafure is a Law to
me ; becaufe I know from Experience, that it is founded in
Wifdom, and tends to the public Good. I fhall therefore enter
readily upon the Tafk you have prefcribed, without any often-
tatious Parade of difidence in my own Abilities, (which would
be an Infult to your Lordfhip’s Judgement, rather than a
Proof of my Modefty) and in the plain Words of Truth,
and good Intention, lay before your Lordfhip thofe Ob-
{ervations, which much Experience has enabled me to make on
this important Subje&, together with the Facs upon which fuch
Obfervations have been formed ; without ftudying any of thofe
Ornaments of Writing /a Study indeed, which my Life has been
too clofely employed in other Matters to fpare Time for)
that are ofteneft ufed to glofs over a bad Caufe, and miflead
rather than inform the Judgement, fully fenfible that your

Lordfhip, in Things of this Nature, confiders the Matter
more than the Manner; and will never turn your Face awa

from Reafon, for not being introduced in the moft fathionable
Drefs.

In the Execution of this Attempt (for by no other Name
can the Labours of any one Man to inveftigate a Subje& of
fuch immenfe Extent be properly called) I have made Choice

of
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of this Mecthod of conveying my Thoughts to your Lord-
thip, in a Series of Letters, for {everal Reafons.

The firft, and moft applicable perfonally to myfelf, is, that
having been moftly, if not folely accuftomed to the epiftolary
Style, in a Life of Bufinefs, I can exprefs my Thoughts more
readily, and perhaps more clearly in that, than in any other.
Though were not this the Cafe, there are abundant other
Reafons to determine me to this Choice.

By this Manner of writing, I have an Opportunity of di-
viding my Work, fo as to avoid the grievous Difadvantage
of having the Reader break off, perhaps in the middle of my
Argument, becaufe he does not {ce a refting Place prepared
for him; the moft indolent, or inattentive, feldom having fo
little Curiofity, or being fo foon tired, as to ftop before they
reach the End of a Letter of moderate Length.

Befide, in this Method, I may myfelf take the Liberty of
ftopping a little while, or going a few Steps out of my Way,
now and then, to take Notice of any Thing that may illuftrate
my Subjed, or enforce my own Sentiments, without Fear of
giving that Offence, which might be taken at fuch Freedoms,
in a Work of a more regular Nature; and alfo of recapitu-
lating my Argument in proper Places, fo as to keep it always
in View, and upon Occafion colle& its Force into one Point
to face any Oppofition.

I mention thefe Particulars, my Lord, not as unknown to
your Lordfhip, but to obviate the Objection of Vanity, which
B 2 may
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may probably be made to my ufing this Mode of Writing, as
it I intended to infinuate by it, a greater Intimacy with a
Perfon ot your Lordfhip’s high Rank, and higher Charaéer,
than I really am honoured with, or cught to difclofe, if T am.

In like Manner, it is my Duty to obferve, that in the
Courfe of thefe Letters, I fhall frequently have Occafion to
mention, and often to dwell upon the Proof of many Things,
which are already fufhciently known to your Lordfhip; but
this, as I faid in the former Inftance, is not done with the
moft diftant Infinuation of informing you; but folely to con-
vey that Information to others, who may not have had the
{ame Opportunity of acquiring it; to which Knowledge I
muft al{o beg your Lordfhip’s Pardon, and Indulgence for tak-
ing the Liberty of appealing upon many Occafions, where I
apprchend that the indifputable Authority of fuch a Voucher
may be neceffary to fupport my own Credit.

[Having thus, my Lord, given the Reafons both for my pre-
fuming to addrefs my Thoughts on this Subje& to your
Lordfhip particularly, and in this particular Manner, I fhall

in my next Letter give an Account of the Matter, which I
propofe to fubmit to your Judgement, and the Method in

which that Matter {hall be arranged ; and then proceed to
obey your Lordfhip’s Commands, without trefpaffing upon
you with any farther Preface, or Apology.

I am with Attachment and Refpedt,

My Lorbp,
Your Lordfbip’s moft bumble,

and obedient Servant,
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My Lorp,

T is an old Remark, that the Value of a Friend is feldom

known, ’till he is loft. I moft fincerely wifh, this may
not be the Cale of Great-Britain with Regard to her American
Colonies. While we went on {moothly together, we enjoyed
the Advantage of our Intercourfe, unequal as it was to” what
it might have been rendered, without ever confidering the
Quarter it came from, or the Means of improving, or even
preferving the Continuance of it, as is too often the Cafe, in
Refpect to the greateft Bleflings of Heaven.

I would not be underftood to limit this Remark to either
Side. It is unhappily too applicable to both. But as the firft
Obje& of every Man’s Thoughts, who turns them to Matters
of public Concern, is, or at leaft thould be, the immediate
Advantage of his native Country, I fhall firft confider how
far the Colonies are advantageous to Great-Britaing as alfo
how that Advantage may be ftill farther improved, and
then the rcc1pmcal Advantage reccived by the Colomcs will
follow of Courfe, and prove the mutual Intereft of both
to preferve that good Agreement, and Umnlmlty, by
which alone fuch Advantage can be preferved; in the Dif-

cuflion
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cuflion and Proof of which Points, the Means neceflary to
obtain that great End, and accomplith the many Improve-

ments of which that Advantage is capable, will naturally, and
obvioufly be included.

When I fay, that ¢« the firft Obje& of a Man’s T houghts
{hould be the Advantage of his native Country,” I do not in
any Senfe mean that he fhould do, or devife any Thing un-
juft in itfelf, or injurious to the juft Intereft of any other
Country to procure that Advantage. All I intend, 15, that
where the oppofite Interefts of his own and another Country
are ballanced in the Scale of Juftice, he owes a Duty to the
former, which will neceflarily make it preponderate in his
‘Thoughts; a Duty of the fame Nature, and derived ulti-
mately from the fame Origin, with that {o ftrongly enforced
by Reafon, and Revelation, which we owe to our Parents,
the Place where, as well as the Perfons through whom we are
called into this Life, being appointed by the Divine Giver
of all Life, and confequently entitled to the fame filial Attach-
ment and Affection, though ina lefler Degree, as the Force
of Filiation, by being centered in one Point is pre'erved en-
tire, whereas that of Patriotifm is divided perhaps between
Millions, and thereby leflened on each Individual 5 not to infift
upon the obvious Reafon of the more immediate and intimate
Conne&ion in the former, than in the latter. And this
fhews the Error n the general Application of the antient
Philofopher’s faying, that he was a Citizen of the: World,
as if 1t implied, that all Countries ought to be equally
dear to a Man of Senfe, the true Meaning of 1t being only
to inculcate Philanthropy, or in the facred Style, Good-//ill
towards all Mankind; and not by any Means to deny, or

invalidate
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invalidate the natural, and indifpenfible Attachment, by
which every Man is bound to his native Country.

How univerfal the Senfe of this Attachment has ever
been, and in what high Eftimation the Exertion of it
held, is fufficiently proved by the Honours paid to thofe,
who have even facrificed to it the neareft Connedions of
Nature, as in the Inftance of the Roman Brutus, and the firft
Principle of human Aé&ion, Self-prefervation, in thofe of the De-
¢riy with many others, both Romans and Athenians, unneceflary
to be enumerated here ; ; and this among ‘the moft civilized
Nations; thofe more ignorant carrying the Point ftill farther,
and in the enthufiaftic Ardour of their Gratitude, thinking
human Honours too little, and therefore conferring diwvine,
on fuch general Benefattors of Mankind.

Your Lordfhip will pardon this little Digreffion in Eluci-
dation of a Pomnt fo dear to you, . as to be made the
evident Rule of your public Life, for the Neceflity of it
to obviate the Imputation of Partiality, in thefe Refearches
into a Subje&t of fo delicate a Nature in itfelf, as the In--
tercourfe between a Mother Country, and her Colonies ; and
more particularly fo at this Time, and in this Inftance.

In Order to give due Weight to what I fhall fay on this im-
portant Subje&, it is neceflary that I fhould explain the Origin
and Extent of that Experience, which I hinted at in my firft

Letter, as the Reafon that induced your Lordfhip to prefcribe
this Attempt to me.

I have



& 9
I have had the Honour to inform your Lordfhip of the
Difcoveries I made in the Year 1744 ; as alfo that f{ince that
Time I have traverfed the whole Coaft of America, from
Lat. 68 North, to Cape Florida; and penetrated fome thou-
fands of Miles weftward, into the Wildernefs, many Parts
of which, were never before trodden by European Foot.

The Accounts therefore, which I fhall give of thefe, 1
had almoft faid boundlefs Regions, are not taken upon Truft,
on the Relation of others. They are the Refult of real
Experience, on the Teftimony of my Senfes; as the Obfer-
vations I fhall offer on them are founded on the unerring
Evidence of Fadts.

The fame Foundation of Experience alfo fupports what I
fhall offer in Refpe& to the Commerce of the /7¢/f-Indian
Iflands, as well as of the Colonies on the Continent.

In the Courfe of more than thirty Years, which I have
been clofely and conftantly engaged in mercantile Bufinefs, in
all its various Extent, I have had Intercourfe in dealing with
the Colonies of Hudfor's Bay, Newfoundland, Quebec, New
England, Penfylvania, Virginia, North and Sowth Carolina,

and Georgia------ With Barbadoes, Grenada, St. Vincents, Do-
minicay, Antigua,  Montferrat, Nevis, St. Chriflophers, and
Famaica.------ The Commerce therefore of thefe Places cannot

}caIOnably be fuppofed to be unknown to me, or my Remarks
upon it, only the chimerical Dreams of groundlefs Specula-
tion, as has moft fhamefully been the Cafe with too many
of thofe who have written on this important Subject.

A clear
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A clear but concife Account of what particularly ftruck my
Obfervation in the different Parts of Awmerica, with which
I propofe to begin, will be the beft Imirodution to thofc
Hints of Improvement which I would humbly fugaeﬁ ta .
your Lordfhip, in the Culture and Commerce of our Co-
lonies there, and the moft folid Bafis, upon which to found
the Expedience, and Praicability of them; and at the fame
Time afford the moft convincing Proof of the incftimable
Value of thofe Colonies to the Mother Country 5 and the in-
difpenfible Neceflity in every Senfe of volitical Prudence, of
heahng thofe unhappy ’Differences, w hich feem fo alarm-
ingly to threaten an Interruption at leaft, if not a total Lofs
of Intercourfe with them, at this moft critical Period.

It muft not be expected though, that this Account fhall
include Defcriptions of the Appearances of thofe Countrics,
or of the Perfons, Manners, Cuftoms, &c. of the Inha-
bitants, Thefe Points have long been fufhiciently fet forth ;
or if any Curiofity concerning them ftill remains, it may foon
and ecafily be gratified, by Recourfe to the many Accounts
extant of every Particular of this Kind in them. The
Nature of the Soil, and its Aptitude by Climate and Situ-
ation for Agriculture and Commerce, in the Produttion of
the Neceflaries and Conveniencies of Life, both for the im-
mediate Support and Ufe of the Inhabitants, and Communi-
cation and reciprocal Interchange with other Countrics; and
for the Tranfportation of them for fuch Interchange, and re-
ceiving the Returns of it, were the Objeéts of thofe Obfer-
vations, which I here propofe to fubmit to your Lordfhip’s and
the public Confideration ; and from the Difcuflion of which, .
as I have faid before, the Improvements that may be made in

them, will naturally follow.
C No
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No more would I be underftood to intend entering into
the Difputes agitated at prefent between the Mother Country,
and her Colonies, as a Partizan of either. I am too confcious
of my own Infignificancy to obtrude my Sentiments on a
Subyj e& fo much above my Sphere. Such ‘Officioufnefs much
nftener prejudices, than ferves a Caufe; the Pride of the hu-
man Heart turning away with Difdain from the Advice of an
Inferior, however juft and wife in itfelf, becaufe the very A&
of giving Advice implies a Superiority in that Inftance.

I do not by this, my Lord, preclude myfelf ablolutely from
cither of thefe Toplcks, when in the Courfe of my prefent
Undertaking, they fhall fall naturally in my Way. Wherever
the Manners and Cuftoms of the prefent Inhabitants, Native
or European, appear to me to influence the Intereft of the
Colony, either to its Advantage or Prejudice, I (hall hold it
my Duty to point out fuch Influence, and to fuggeft any Al-
teration of Manners or Cuftoms, which I fhall conceive hkely
to remove that Prejudice, or extend the Advantage.

The fame Liberty I fhall think myfelf entitled to, with
Refpe& to the Syftems of Policy adopted in the Admini-
{tration of our Colonies both here, and on the Spot.. Wherever
they fhall obvioufly appear to promote or clafth with the
Interefts and Advantage of both in any Inftance, for fepe-
rated they cannot be, 1 {hall not hefitate to thew that Inftance,
and the Manner in which it 1s {o affeéted, nor to fuggeft with
proper Deference and Submiflion to better Information and
{uperiour Power, what Means I think moft efficacious to im-
prove the former, and to remedy the latter.

I have the bonour to be, &c. &c.
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My Lorbp,

SH A L L begin this Review with one of the leaft no-
ticed, but far from the leaft important in itfelf, of our
Settlements, were the Advantages, obvioufly, and moft eafily
to be made of it, properly attended to, which is that of

Hudjon's-Bay.

The Time, Manner, and Occafion of the Difcovery of
this vaft Sea, and the Regions bordering on it, fo far as
they are yet difcovered, are fo well known, that it is un-
neceffary to recount them here.

Though the Defign, which firft led our darlng Coun-
trymen into the dark Receffes of the North, failed in its firft
Ob e, the Difcovery of a Paflage that Way to China, the
Attempt failed not of producing other Confequences which
well rep:ud to their Country, if not immediately to themfelves,
the Fatigue, Dangcr, and Expence of it to the bold Ad-
venturers, by laying them under a Neceflity of ftopping,
when the Severity of the Climate made the Seas no longer
navigable, to explorc. their inhofpitable Shores, for the Sup-
port of Life, ’till the Return of the Seafon proper for pur-

C 2 fuing
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fuing their Proje&, whereby they opened with the Inhabitants
an Intercourfe of Commerce, unthought of before, and which

but for this Caufe, would never have been fought for through
{o many and fuch difcouraging Difhiculties.

The Seclufion of thefe Inhabitants fromy the more informed
Part of Mankind by their Situation ; and the Sterility of their
Country, which confined their Cares within the narrow Cir-
cle of the indifpenfible Neceflaries of Life, without fupp ly-
ing a fingle Article, that could fuggeft, much lefs gratify a
Thought of any Thing farther, neceffarily brought Com-
merce with them back to its original, of unmedmte Barter,
or Exchmge of one Commodity for another, without the In-
tervention of Money, the artificial Medium made ufe of in
Countries of more extended Intercourfe, and Produce, to
fupply the Defe&s, and remedy the Inconveniencies of fuch
Barter,

The Advantages of fuch a Commerce to a Country able to
avail itfelf of them are {ufficiently obvious. It takes off fuch
of its Produce and Manufadures as are moft plenty, and cheap,

at their real Value to thofe who want, and not being able to
procure them elfewhere, beat not down their Price on Ac-

count of that Plenty, nor require fuch Accuracy and Orna-
ment in the manufaGturing of them, as make them come
dearer to the Vender without bemg of greater Ufe to the Pur-
chafer 3 and for any Deficiency in which they would be re-
je&ed by other Purchafers ; and brings in Return the Produce
of the Country of the B‘utelels, at the low Rate fet upon
nt hv thofe who do not want it, who have no other Vent for
, ‘and confequently are glad to exchange it at any Rate for
what
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what they do want, and cannot obtain otherwife ; not to dwell
upon the great natioral Advantage of its being unmanufaétu-

red, and thereby affo: mng Employment to the various Arti-
ficers, who prepare it for Ufe.

Thefe Circumftances were too ftriking not to be immedi-
ately perceived ; but their Effe& was circumfcribed m fuch a
Manner by the very Means injudicioufly taken to improve and
extend it, that what would have been a moft important Ad-
vantage to the whole Nation, was, by the Grant of a7 exc/u-
frve Charter, confined to a few Individuals, who acuated by
the moft felfifh, fordid, and fhort-fighted Policy, or rather
Cunning, reﬂrained, inftead of extending that Commerce, for
Fear of its becoming an Obje& of publick Confideration, and
the Monopoly of it taken from them, thould the (compararively
immenfe) Profits which it might produce, be known; and
thereby with the groffeft Dithonefty defeated intentionally,
the exprefs End for which fuch Charter had been originally
granted, on the moft plaufible Pretences, and ftrongeft Affu-
rance to the contrary, and was fhll from Inattention, or
Mifreprefentation, fuffered to remain with them.

This will be beft explained, and proved by the following
Lift, and Eftimate of the feveral Articles exported from Eng-
land to, and imported into England from this Settlement,
which are drawn with the utmoft Exaétnefs, and from the
beft Authority.

Commo-
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ComMmoDITIES exported from ENGLAND to
Hupson’s-Bay. -

Coarfe Woollen Cloths — Checks — Cottons —
Britifb Linens — Fowling-Pieces — Birding Guns
—Gun-Flints—Gunpowder— Shot— Cutlaffes—
Wrought-Leather —Salt—1¥ heaten Meal—OQat-
en-Meal— Barley— Peas— Beans—Malt— Bacon
— Beef— Pork— Butter—Cheefe —~ Bifcuit— Mo-
lqﬂésiW rought-Steel— Iron——Brafs— Copper ¢ o g
—— Pewter —— Pipes—— Tobacco—— Hofiery —
Hats — Tallow-Candles — Ship-Chandlery ——
Stationary Wares —— Bugles—— Groceries — Ol
—— Britifh Spirits —HWines —All which coft
at an Average of three Years - - -

The firft View of thefe Lifts, and Eftimates will moft
probably be thought to contradi&t what has been advanced
before of the Importance of this Settlement; but when it
is confidered that in the above Lift of Exporzs is included
all that the Company fends for the Support and Maintenance
of their Settlements, and for which confequently there can
be no Return, as it is immediately confumed by their Peo-
ple —— When it is proved that the Commerce of it is kept
thus low by Defign, and the Means taken to accomplifh that

Defign
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ComMoDITIES imported into ENGLAND from

Hupson’s-Bay.

Thirty-four thoufand Beaver Skins——16,000

Marten ——2000 Otter —1100 Cat — 3000
Fox — gooo Wolf — 7000 W olverine — 650
black Bear — 40 white Bear — 500 Fifber —
250 Mink— 3000 Mufquafb—— 30cwt. o 5ocwt.
Bed-Feathers
—A few Tons of Oil—150,000 Gaofe-quills
——2000lb. Cut Beaver — 1000 Elk—— 2000
Deer Skins——250lb. Caftoreum ———Worth, as
bought at the firft Hand at QuEBkc, at a like
Average of three Years - - -

20cwt. fo 30cwt. Whale-bone

o

.L £ 29,340

Defign are thewn, the Truth of my Pofition will appear in
its full Force. But this muft be the Subje& of another Letter.

I bave the Honour to be, &c.

P. 8. Your Lordfhip will obferve, that in eftimating the
Imports from Hudfor's-Bay, 1 firike the Price of them by that

paid for the fame Articles at Quebec.

The
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The Reafon of my doing this is, that the /udfor’s-Bay
Company conduct all their Affairs with fuch impenetrable Se-
crecy, that it is not poflible to know at what Rate they ex-
change their Goods for thofe of the Natives; an Oath of Se-
crecy being impofed upon their Servants; and the Obfervation
of all, upon whom they cannot impofe fuch an Oath, prevented

y the moft brutal Inhofpitality and Exclufion from every
Kmd of Intercourfe.

Nor will zhe grgﬁ Quantity of the Expart.r open any fatis-
factory Infight into this Myftery ; as it is not known, nor can,

for the above Reafons be difcovered with any Dcmcf. of Pre-
cifion, how much of that Quantity is confumed by the Com-
pwy’s Servants ; aad confequently no Return for it brought
Home in the Jwmports.

This much I know from my own Experience, that there is
no fixed Rate for the Barter of any Commodity, the Com-
pany allowing juft what they pleafe, at that Time; in which
Allowance, they are {o equitable and reafonable, that I my-
{elf have feen Inftances of their being confcientioufly content

with a Profit of not above one thoufand per Cent. upon parti-
cular Articles.

Thefe Lifts therefore ohly fhew what Advantage the Na-
tion reaps at prefent, from the Commerce of this Sattluncnt
under their Monopoly. What it would reap, were there no
fuch Monopoly, with a more particular Account of the cu-
rious Methods taken to keep it in its prefent State of national
Infignificancy, fhall be thewn in the proper Place.

L E T-
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My Lorp,

H A VE fhewn the prefent inconfiderable State of the

Commerce to Hudforn’s-Bay. 1 have aflerted that it isca-
pable of fuch Improvement as would make it a confiderable
Advantage to the Nation. It remains now that I prove this
Affertion.  In doing this it will be neceffary for me to look
back for a Moment to Circumftances not attended to at pre-
fent, but which have influenced this Commerce, from its very
firft Inftitution, and do ftill influence it, in the moft pernicious
Manner.

At the Time when the Hudfon's-Bay Company was cfta-
blithed, in 1670, the Minds of all People of Power, or Pro-
perty, were fo fixed upon the Intrigues of the Court, and the
Confequences immediately apprehended from them at Home,
that they would not {pare a Thought for any Thing {o remote
in Situation and Efte&, as foreign Colomzation, by which
Means that moft important of political Enterprizes fell to thofe,
who were in every Refpet leaft qualified to purfue it to Ad-
v;mtagc.

D Under
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Under thefe inaufpicious Circumftances, az exclufive Char-
ter for trading to the Countries confining on the Sea, called
Hudfor’s-Bay, was without enquiring into the Confequences,
oranted to a Set of private Adventurers, who without Support
or even Countenance from Government, undertook upon the
narrow Foundation of their own Fortunes to eftablith a Trade,
attended with fuch Difliculties in Appearance, as would have
difcouraged any Men not fully perfwaded of the Certainty of
Succefs. Nor were they difappointed ; the Event exceeding
their moft fanguine Expe&ations, in their very firft Experi-
ment.

Such Succefs from fo weak a Beginning, fhewed to an Height
it might be carried, on a more extended Foundation. But the
Scheme it fuggefted was very different: Inftead of extending
their firft Plan, and makmg their Succefs known to proeure
an Enlargement of their Capital, the Company turned all theig
Care to conceal the whole, (which the Diftra&ions of the
"T'imes gave them too good an Opportunity of doing) and keep
the Profits of the Trade entirely to themfelves, contracted as
it was, rather than run the Hazard of their being fhared in
by others, fhould it be pufhed to its natural Extent ; a Care,
which, as 1 have before obferved to your Lordfhip, has never
been relaxed fince.

For this fordid Purpofe, they contented themfelves with
proceeding on the low Capital, ‘which Neceflity had at firfl
obliged them to fet out upon, and making a few paultry Set-
tlements, barely fuflicient to carry on the reftrained Trade
which fuch a (.apltal could fupport The Event has in this

alfo
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alfo too well anfwered their Defign. Tlie inconfiderable A-
mount of their Zxports, and confequently of the Rezurns, have
kept the Trade in fuch Obfcurity, as to {feem beneath the At-
tention of Government, whereby it has remained, accordin
to the Letter, however contrary to the Spirit of their Charter,
exclufively in their own Hands.

It muft be owned that the Temptations to this Condu&
were powerful. Without hazarding, or even advancing more
than a comparative Trifle, they have long reaped, and do fill
reap a Profit, which a Capital ten Times as large could not
produce in any other Channel of Commerce ; a Reafon, which
too many Inftances prove fufhicient, in the prefent Times, to
over-balance national Advantage, and juftify Breach of Faith ;
for by no other Name can {o manifeft a Violation of the Pro-
feflians of promoting that Advantage, upon which all fuch
Charters are granted, be called, without as manifeft a Violation
of Truth.

T am aware, that it will be objected to this, by thofe who
are interefted to keep thefe Affairs in their prefent State of
Darknefs, that the Zmports prove the Sufliciency of the Capi-
tal for the Trade, and that it is abfurd and unnatural to think
any Men fhould be {o blind to their own Advantage, as not
to make large Exports could they bave adequate Returns
for them. The latter of thefe Objeétions has been already
obviated. I fhall now fhew the Fallacy of the former, and
in what Manner the Imports are kept down to their prefent
low Stand ; low, I mean as to what they might be, for they
are high beyond all parallel, confidering what they coft.

D 2 Th ough
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Though the Natives of the vaft Countries around FHudfor’s-
Bay, with whom the Traffick of the Company is carried on,
are {hill in that State of natural Ignorance, which People
more informed, have arrogantly prefumed to call fzvace,
Heaven has not denied them the Knowledge necefiary for
the few Purpofes of their narrow Sphere of Life. They were
not long engaged in this Trafhick, therefore, before the
difcovercd fome of the grofs Impofitions praétifed upon them,

though they could not poflibly form even a Conception of
the whole.

I have obferved to your Lordfhip, that the Commerce of
the Hudfon's-Bay Company confifts in bartering fome of our
Manufa@ures and Commodities, the cheapeft and worft of
their Kinds, with the Natives, for their Furs. The firft Thing,
which Reafon would fuggeft to be done in fuch a Traffick,

thofe, who had the Lead in it, muft be to fix the Rates of
the feveral Articles to be brought by them for Barter, at fuch a
Standard, as fhould obviate their being ever under a Neceffit
of altering it, and thereby raifing a Sufpicion of Injuftice
in the others, who being neither able to judge of thefe Terms,
nor of the accidental Circumftances, which might at particular
Times makean Alteration in them neceflary, were they ftruck
with exa&nefs, would certainly take Offence at fuch Alteration,
though they could not avoid {ubmitting to the firft Eftablifh-
ment, in the making of which I have not prefumed to men-
tion the leaft Regard to Juftice,

But inftead of this, a new Standard is arbitrarily impofed
by the Company every Seafon, not on Pretence even of any
Alteration
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Alteration in the Value of their own Commodities, or thofe
of the Natives, but folely accordmg to the Quantity of the
latter, the whole of which be it more or lefs than on other
Yecars, they calculate fo as to get for their own, whofe
Quantity is nearly the fame every Seafon. Such an' Impofition
was too glaring to cfcape unnoticed even by Savages, who
though they could not thew their Refentment of 1t, in the
£1me Manner, as People in other Circumftances, by difconti-
nuing the Trade, yet did not fail to take the obvious Means
of preventing it for the future, by bringing no more Furs, than
their little Experience had taught them would {uffice to pro-
cure in Exchange all the Commodities of the Company, the
Quantity of which they alfo knew by Experience. The Re-
mainder, for in their huntmgs for Food they {lay many more
of the various Animals, than they brmg the Furs of to Mar-
ket, they either confume themfelves in Ufes they might dif-
penfe with, could they turn them to any better Ufe, or aétu-
ally throw away ; praﬁlﬁng out of Refentment the fame
Policy with the Dz.etclz, in Regard to their fuperfluous Spices.

The Effe@s of a different Condué& muft be the Subje& of
another Letter.

I have the Honour to be, &c.

LET-
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My Lorp,

HE Caufe, and Confequences of the Condu&, which has

been invariably purfued by the Hudfon's- Bay Company,
ever fince it was eftablithed, having been confidered, let us now
confider what would be the Effe&, had they adopted a different
Syftem, or rather had no fuch Eftablifhment been made from the
beginning, but the Trade left open in its natural State; indeed
the only State in which any Trade can prove beneficial to a Na-
tion, all Monopolies by their Principles counteraéting the publick
Intereft, and fetting up a private one in Oppofition to it. The
only Trade (or at leaft the only one worth taking any Notice
of, carried on at prefent by the Hudfon's- Bay Company, is the
Fur-trade. But befide this, there are others already difcovered,
which if pufhed to their proper Extent, would very foon not
only equal, but moft probably even exceed that; not to men-
tion the Probability of difcovering flill more.

The firlt of thefe which I fhall mention ; and which to
the Surprize of Reafon has not hitherto been thought of any
Confequence, is the Fifhery. T will take upon me to fay, that
the Whale and Seal Fitheries in Hudfon’s-Bay, and Baffin's-Bay,
are capableof affording fufhicient, and fufficiently profitable Em-

ployment
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ployment to feveral hundred fithing Veficls. Nor is this a vague
Affertion. I {peak it from Experience, having been fome Years
perfonally engaged in the Greenland Fithery, after my being at
Hudfon's-Bay, and gained a clear Infight into every Branch
ol it.

‘I he Advantages which would neceflarily refult from this are
moft obvious. It would encreafe the Numbers of our Seamen
and Shipping, and every Branch of Commerce which does that,
encreafes the effential Strength of the Nation. And it would
not only fupply us with a Sufficiency of the Produce of thefe
Fifheries for Home Confumption, but alfo give us the Com-
mand of the Trade fo effectually, as to enable us to underfell
all Rivals in it, at foreign Markets. ‘That it is impoffible for
fuch a Trade to be carried on properly under the unnatural
Reftraints of an exclufive Charter, even were the Company to
make the Attempt, is too evident to require Proof; and how
much the Nation fuffers by being fecluded from it, may be
judged from this one Circumftance, that inflead of feveral
hundreds of Veflels, and thoufands of Seamen, which this
fingle Trade would employ if laid open to publick Emulation,
the whole Trade of the Hudfen's-Bay Company employs no

more than four Ships, and one hundred and thirty Seamen.

Another moft valuable Article of Commerce, which thofe
Countrics would fupply in the greateft Plenty, is Copper. In the
Yecar 1744, I myflf difcovered there feveral large Lumps of the
fineft Virgin Copper, which in the honeft Exultation of my
Heart at {o important a Difcovery 1 direétly thewed to the
Company ; but the thanks I met, may be eafily judged from the

Syftem




[ 24 ]

Syftem of their Condu&. The Fa&, without any Enquiry
into the Reality of it, was treated as a chimerical Illution ;
and a Stop arbitrarily put to all farther Search into the Matter,
by the abfolute Lords of the Soil.

The Advantages whieh would arife from a fufficient Sup-
ply of this Metal, are alfo obvious to every Capacity. It
would afford Employment to all our various Artificers who
work in it; and enable us to underfell all Competitors at fo-
reign Markets ; and this at a Time, when our internal Supplies
of it feem to be nearly exhaufted, and the Ufe of it is daily
encreafing in all Parts of the World.

I have faid, that Copper is to be found in Plenty in thofe
Countries, for this Reafon. Wherever any Metal is found in
Lumps, on or near the Surface of the Earth, it is a certain
Proof that the Earth abounds with it deeper down; fuch
Lumps being protruded from the Body of the Metal, like
Sparks from a large Fire. Nor is it unreafonable to expedt,
that Metals ftill more valuable might be found in the Purfuit
of this; thie richeft Gold-mines in the Eaft being intermixed

with thofe of Copper, as Copper itfelf is with Gold in Pro-
portion to the Finenefs of the former; and finer, than the
Lumps I found there, have I never feen.

It muft not be objected to what I have here advanced,
that the Intenfity of the Froft in thofe Climates would de-
fcat all Attempts of mining, or at the beft render them fo -
difiicult and deftru&ive to the Lives of the Miners, as to
make it not worth the Attempt, This is only a vulgar

Error,
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Error. It is known that Froft penetrates but a little Way
into the Earth; no farther than the immediate Aétion of the
Atmofphere ; where the Sphere of that Action therefore
ceafes, Froft ccafes of Courfe; and the moft ignorant La-
bourer knows that the deeper he can work into the Earth,
the warmer Air he will breath.

I have the honour, &c.
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My Lorb,

AVING traced the prefent State of the Trade to Hud-

Jon's Bay to its Caufe, in the Condu& of the Com-
pany, and fhewn fome of the Confequences which would
follow a different Condu&, the next Thing is to fhew what
that different Condué fhould be.

The Impoffibility of attaining to a juft Knowledge of any
Country, without firft conciliating the Confidence of the
E Natives,
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Natives, is clear to Reafon, and has been proved by invariable
Experience, as allo that fuch' Confidence is not to be con-
ciliated,’ efpecxally among /efs ‘informed People, any Way but
by long Acquaintance, much Intercourfe, and many good Of-
fices, to wear off the natural Shynefs and Sufpltlon, in‘epe-
rable from their feing A&ions not only new, but alfo incom-
prchenfible to them.—1In the Knowledge of a Country, I

include its various Produéts, and Conneétions, as well as the
exterior Face of it

In order to this, the firft Thing neceffary (indeed indif-
penfibly fo) is to fettle Colonies, to which the Natives may
refort at all Times, to gratify Curiofity, carry on Commerce,
or implore Affiftance in any Circumftances of accidental Di-
ftrefs ; and where they fhould always be received in an hu-
mane, and friendly Manner, without any Appearance of im-
mediate Diftruft, though at the fame Time, without appearing
to relax the Vigilance and Care neceffary to preferve Refpe&,
and obviate their being tempted by too great Security, to medi-
tate any Thing hoftile ; which Co]omes fhould be planted in as
many different Parts of the Country, as confiftent with
Convcmency, to make the Acquaintance with the Natives as
general as poffible, and prevent the Mifreprefentations, which
are always made, by thofe who go between different People,
for the Purpofes of Trade, in order to enhaunce the Merit of
{uch Mediation, and keep it exclufively to themfelves; and

this as well among /auage as civilized Nations, from the fame
interefted Views,

The
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- The Effe@s of fuch an Intimacy of Intercourfe are moft
obvious. The hofpitable Natives would communicate to their
beneficent Guefls, all the Knowledge which Nature had learned
from Experience. They would fthew them the Secrets of the
Land, and affift them with their Labour to turn every Thing
to their own Advantage. '

Thefe Refle@tions, my Lord, are applicable to the firft
Principles of Colonization. In the prefent Cafe, the Condu&
here recommended, would have thefe particular good Effeés.
It would, in all human Probability, enlarge the Fur-Trade,
the only Trade, as [ have obferved before, now carried on
there, by the Difcovery of Animals not foughtafier at prefent
by the Natives, becaufe their Flefh is not efteemed by them
for Food, but whofe Skins might be a valuable Addition to
their Commerce ; it would encreale the Confumption of our
own Manufactures, in Proportion to the Incrcafe of our Ac-
quaintance with the Natives; and it would be the moft
certain Means of difcovering that Paflage to fnidia, which firft
led our Mariners into thofe Seas, if any fuch Paflage there is,
or elfe put an End to the Trouble and Expence of making
farther ‘Attempts for fuch a Difcovery ; and fo accomplifh the
firlt Objeét propofed by their Charter.

Nor are thefe the only Advantages which would refult from
the Eftablifhment of fuch Colonies. They would neceffurily
extend to every other Branch of Commerce capable of being
purfued here by habituating our Peopleto the Climate and keep-
ing them upon the Spot, by which Means they would be ready
to commence their Work earlier, and able to purfue it longer

E a in
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in the Seafon, than they can at prefent, coming from  afar,
and obliged to get away foon, to fave their Paffage home.

The only Objections which can poffibly be made to this,
are the Want of People at Home to fpare for planting Co-
lonies ; and the Improbability of their thriving in fo fevere a
Climate. But upon the leaft Examination, both thefe Ob-
je&ions will vanifh, '

The Numbers of Beggars, who infeft. our Streets, thew
that we have more People, than we can give Employment
to, or at leaft, than will apply themielves to the Employments
proper for them; and confequently, who can be well '{pared,
to be fent elfewhere. It will be faid perhaps, that while the
Streets of our great Cities fwarm, our Fields and Villages are
thin; but this alters not the Cafe. Their Labour, not their
Number is an Advantage to the Publick ; and when that is
difcontinued, they become an Incumbrance to Induftry, like
Drones in a Hive, and had better even not to be at all, than to
be fupported at a Lofs. Till it is thought proper therefore to
put the Laws againft fuch Vagrants, in Execution, or to frame
others, if the prefent are infufficient to reftrain the labouring
Pcople from leaving their own Settlements, where their Work
is wanted, and crowding to the Cities, particularly the Metro-
polis, where there is not proper Work fufhicient for them; every
Scheme for removing them to Places, where they can get fuch
Work, makes an Addition of that Work to the general Stock,
and faves the Value of their prefent un-carned Confumption.,
Befide the Notion, that planting Colonies depopulates a Coun-
try has been long refuted, it being proved by Experience, that

n
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in Countries where Induftry is encouraged properly, there will
always be as many Inhabitants, as there is good Room and
Employment for, an encreafed Generation, like Bees, fupplying
the Place of thofe who go away; and it is the Want of this
Induftry, the Neceflity of which 1s feemingly removed, by
the Treafures returned fiom her Colonies, tnat has depopu_
lated Spain, not the Numbers of the People {ent to form thofe

Colonies.

As to the other Obje&ion of the Climate, it is no more than a
meer vulgar Error, derived from the ancient one of wninbhabitable
Zones, it having been long proved, that there is no Climate under
Heaven to which the human Conflitution cannot be reconciled
by very little Care ; the Neceflity even of which Care would
ceafe with the firflt Settlers themfelves, as the Climate would
be natural to their Children born and bred up in it.

Nor is there greater Weight in the Mifcarriage of the poor
Attempts hitherto made to raife Corn, and Vegetables for the
Support of thefe Colonies, in thofe Parts of the Country
which lie near to the Company’s Forts; fuch Mifcarriage being
far from provmcr that better Succefs mlght not attend more
judicious Attempts made in other Parts, particularly on Mowfe,
and Albany Rivers, which lie nearly in the fame Latitude with
London. Or even fhould all Attempts fail ; Meal, Flour, Checle,
Butter, and efculent Roots may be C‘lmcd thltllCr at an eafy
Rate, and Fifh and Flefh, p1rtu.ular]y that of Fowls, are moft
excellent in their Kinds, and fo plenty, as to be below Price.

Having thus, my Lord, fhewn the Lofs fuffered by the

Nation, from the injudicioufly granted, and more njudici-
oufly
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oufly (not to give it an harder Name) conduded Monmopoly
of the Trade to Hudfor’s-Bay, and the natural and eafy
Means of preventing fuch Lofs for the future, oz a Revacation
of that Monopoly, 1 muft beg Leave to trefpafs upon your
Lordfhip a little farther, while I lay before you a fhort View
of the prefent, and propofed State of that Trade, brought to-
gether for Comparifon.

The Hudfor's-Bay Company employ four Ships, and 130
Seamen. They have tour Forts, which contain 186 Men.
——— And they export Commcdities to the Value of £16,000
a Year, and bring Home Returns to the Value of £ 29340—
which yield to the Revenue £ 3734.

If the Trade were laid open, the Fifhery alone in Hudfon's-
Bay, Baffin’s-Bay, and Davis’s Streights, (in the laft of which
the Dutch find Fifh as Plenty as in Fapan, where they kill
them folely for their Bone) would afford Employment for 8oo
Veflels of every Kind, and 16000 Men.

The Trade would require and fupport Twelve Colonies,
confilting of 3000 fettled Inhabitants of both Sexes.—And,
the Exports would in the Courfe of feven Years at the ver
fartheft, amount to [/ 320,000. the Returns to [ 586,800,
which would vield to the Revenue / 74,680, bung twenty
Fold the prefent Amount of each, with a certain Profpeét of
farther Increafe. But fo it is, that a// thefe national and great
Advantages are facrificed to fatten a few worthy Individuals.—

I need not purfue the Subjec any farther. The Inference,
from what has been fhewn, is obvious ; and muft open the
Eves
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Eyes of all, who are not determined to keep them fhut.
Happy for the Nation, that fuch is not your Lordihip’s
Cafc! That you hold not yourfelf above receiving Information
from your Inferiors; and that Heaven has bleﬁéd you with
AIJIIltV to turn that Information to the beft Advantage.

I have the Honour, &c.

P. §. Among the Things negle@ted by the Hudfor’s-Bay
Company, and what will always be negleGted by every mozno-
polizing Company, as foreign to their immediate Profit, I have
not made any Mention of civilizing the Natives, and inftru&-
ing them in the Chriftian Religion, though to pafs over the
moral Duty of doing it, the great Advantages in Point of In-
tereft, which the French have reaped from their Labours in
this Way, in other Parts of the World, fhould be an Incite-
ment to other Nations not to neglet it. —

LET-
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My Lorbp,

HE Country, I with I could fay Colony, that comes
next under Confideration, in our Return from the

No:th, is Labrador.

The ftrange Negle& of forming any Settlement in this
Country, is one of thofe glaring Inftances of the Blindnefs of
Man to his beft Intereft, which prove the Infufficiency of
his boafted Wifdom, and the indifpenfible Neceffity of a ru-
ling Providence to lead him right in the plaineft Road. For
though this Land does not immediately yield Gold, Silver,
precious Stones, or thofe Foods for Luxury and Oftentation,
which are in fuch mad Requeft, it would yicld a Treafure much
more folid, permanent, and advantageous to the Common-
weal, in the Fruits of Induftry, which encreafes the Strength
along with the Wealth of a Nation; Labour rewarded by
Plcnty 1nv1gor1tlng the prefent Race, and encreafing Popu-
Jation, in its happieft Appearance, an healthy and vigorous
Progeny.

The
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The Climate on the Coalt of  Lalrgder is lefs) fevere,
than that of the Countries confining on FHudfon's-Bay.: Tlhe
Country 13 covered with Forefts of valuable Timber, abound-
ing with varicus Animals, whofe Furs would be a moilt
proﬁtable Addition to our Trade in that Branch, and v hoe
Fle[h, in the general, is moft wholefome, as that of the
various Fowls with which the whole Country alfo abounds,
is moft delicious Food. The Soil, with proper Cultivation,
is capable of producing Corn, and meft Kinds of exculent
Roots, and Vegetables ; and the Rivers and Sca-Coafts ylcli
Fifh, excellent tor Food, as well as Tradt, in a Plenty, that
almoﬁ exceeds Conception.  All this is immediately on, or
near the Sea- Coaft; our Dilcoveries extending but a very little
Way farther. Were the interior Parts of the Country known,
it is more than probable, that many other Advantages would
be difcovered in them ; and of this the Fewnels of the Na-
tives hitherto feen gives the ftrongeft Prefumption ; it being
much more agreeable both to Re'lfon and Experlence to fup-
pofe, that thofefew we fee are only Vagrants, and that the Body
of the People find Attachments to fix them in the Centre of
their Country, than that fuch a Country fhould be fo thinly
peopled throughout.

The only Attempt hitherto made to carry on any Trade
here, has been in the Fithery ; which malkes the followmr
Exports yearly to Great-Britain, Portugal, Spain, and

I1aly.
F If//.ria. -
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Whale-Oil - 1500 Tons - at £ 15 - £ 22,500 0 o
Seal-Qil - 310 Tons - at [ 135 - 4,650 0 ©
Whale-bone - 72 Tons - at [ 300 - 21,600 0 ©
Seal-Skins -~ 12000 -at 6d. - 300 0 O

L 49,050 o ©

There are no Exports from Greas-Britain, that can with
any Propriety be placed againft this. With the Natives we
have no Trade. In the Country we have no Settlement ; and
the Confumption of the People, employed in carrying on the
Fifhery, 1s fupplied by the different Places whence they come
every Seafon, and whither they return at the End of it; and
for thc Time they ftay, confifts of the bare Neceflaries of

Life, and Implements of their Bufinefs, without enterimg at
all into our Manufa&tures.

How different would the Cafe be were thefe Colonies efta-
blithed. The Advantages of fuch Eftablifhments have been
explained in the preceding Inftance of Hudfon's-Bay. All
thofe enumerated there (except the local one relating to the
North-wefl Paflage) are applicable to this Country, in the
flricteft Senfe. ‘They would be filled with People of our
own, whom it were a faving to the Publick to fend abroad ;
or with People of other Nations, who allured with the Ad-
vantage, would fettle with us, and become our own. They
would turn to proper Advantage the Articles of Commerce
already  difcovered there, and moft probably difcover fhill
many more. They would take off our Manufa&ures, and
fend us in Return the Produce of the Country to be manu-

factured
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factured by us ; and they would neceffarily encreafe the Num-
bers of our Shipping, and Seamen, the beft Wealth, and
Strength of Great-Britain.

The Number of Colonies proper to be planted here, is not
for me to determine. If we would begin with only two, or
even one, the Experlment would foon prove its own Utihty '
and thew where, and in what Manner we fhould proceed
farther.

I have the Honour, &'c.

P. §. Another (and that a moft important) Advantage that
would arife from the Eftablithment of Colonies, on this Coatt,
is the convenient Opportunity it would afford of boiling down
the Blubber, and making the Whale-bone merchantable on
the Spot; by which Means they might be carried direétly to
Market, and the Lofs of Time and Expence of bringing them
Home in the Grofs, as at prefent, faved.

F 2 LET-
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My Lorbp,

CONTINUING our Courfe from the North, we come
next to the Hland of Newfoundland. The Climate of
this [fland differs not very much from that of Labrador ; and
that Difference, is ftill lefs to its Advantage, the heavy Fogs
which hang over it, for fo great a Part of the Year counter-
ballancing any little Abatement in the Intenfity of the Froft.
‘The Country is well ftock’d with Timber fit for the moft va-
luable Purpofes of Stip-building. It has many fine Rivers ;
and on the Coaft are feveral large, commodious, and fafe
Harbours.  But, on the other Hand, the Soil 1s {o poor, and
unfit for the Purpofes of Vegetation, that the Heat of the
Summer, though very great, cannot force it to produce any
Thing in Plenty, or Perfe&tion.

This is on, or very near the Sea-Coaft, to which our
Knowledge of the Country has been hitherto confined. When
the interior Parts of it thall be known alfo, it is far from
being in the lealt improbable, that this Complaint may

in
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in a great Meafure ceafe, and many Advantages, as yet un-
thought of, be difcovered.

But it is not the Ifland, or its Produce, that is the Obje&
of our Attention. It is the Cod-Fifhery on the Coaft; or as
they are called, the Banks of Newfoundland, the greateft, and
the beft Fifhery in the known World.

The Importance of this Fithery to Great-Britain has been
long and well known to the People of this Nation. Would
to Heaven, it had been as well taken Care of by its Go-
vernors. At the Peace of Utrechr it was ceded to us by the
French, and difcontinued by the Spaniards; but both foon
broke through their Engagements, and refumed the Trade,
not indeed avowedly in the Names of the refpective Nations;
but in private, and feemingly clandeftine Attempts of Indi-
viduals, which were taken fo little Notice of here, if they
were not even connived at, that the French in particular be-
fore the breaking out of the laft War, had gradually worked
themfelves, into a great Share of it, which has been fince
confirmed to them, at the Peace of Paris.

I muft not, my Lord, indulge my Thoughts upon this
Subject! It is too late! The Deed is done, and all that
remains now is, to remedy its Effe@s, as far as poffible;
in order to do which, 1t is neceflary to take a diftin@
View of the prefent State of this 'I'rade.

CoMMO-
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CoMmoptTiEs exported from Great-Britain and
Ireland, to Newfoundland.

Coarfe Cloathing — Cottons— Checks — Britifh )
Linens —Guns—Gunpowder— Shot — Gun- Flints
-~ Fifbing-Tackle—W rought- Leather—W roughbt-
Steel — Iron — Brafs— Copper — Pewter— Pipes
—— Hofiery-— Hats — Tallow-Candles— Ship- v [ 273,400
Chandlery--Stationary-W ares— Grocery—Qil—
Bacon— Beef — Pork— Malt— Britifb-Spirits and
Wines—All which at an Average of three Years
coft - - - - - -

1

In carrying the above feveral Articles to Newfoundland
from London, Pool, Weymouth, Dartmouth, Tynemouth, Top-
Jbam, Briffol, Liverpool, and different Parts of Ireland, and
in bringing the Fifh, and Oil to the feveral Markets in
Portugal, Spain, and Italy; as alfo in catching and curing
the faid Fifh, there are employed

Ships 380 - with Twelve Men in each

Bsats 2000 - with Eight Men in each,}zo_;f)o Men.
making together - - -

In the above Lift of the feveral Articles fent to Newfound-
land, 1 have not included Salt — Wheaten-Mea/——Qaten-
Meal—Barley—Peas—Beans, &c. carried from Philadelphia,
and our other American Colonies thither; which though they
do not go immediatcly from Great-Britain, yet as they increafe
the Trade of thofe Colonies, their Profits confequently centre
with her.

Cod-
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ExpPorTED from Newfoundland.

Cod-Fifh - 30,000 Tons - at £ 10 - [ 300,000
O:/ - 3000 Tons - at £ 15 ~ 45,000

———

£ 345,000

The Ballance of £ 71,600 in the Favour of Greaz-Britain,
which appears upon the Face of this State, is by no Means to
be taken for the whole Amount of the Profits of the Trade.
The Prices here fet upon the Cod-fith and Oil, are only what
they are worth upon the Spot. At the f{everal Places where
they are difpofed of, they bring much more than twice that
Sum; fo that at the moft moderate Computation, this Trade
adds annually a clear Profit of more than half a Million to
the Wealth of the Nation.

The Importanceof fuch a Trade provesitfelf at the firft View ;
and the Variety, as well as the Amount of the Articles exported,
fhews how extenfively, and deeply itentersintoour Manufaétures;
and the Numbers of the Seamen bred up in it, to every
Hardfhip of that laborious Life, make it the Nurfery of our
Navy, and thercfore one of the main Sinews of our moft na-
tural, moft eflential Strength.

Nor is this Importance bounded by its prefent State,
profperous as it is. The Profpe@ extends ftill farther; and I
will be bold to fay, that the Advantages reaped from this
Fifhery, may be doubled within the Courfe of a very few
Years, if the proper Means are taken, and purfued with
proper Vigilance, and Vigour. '

I have
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I have obferved to your Lordihip, that the Coaft of this
Ifland abounds with large, and fafe Harbours. _'Ihe firft
Thing to be done to improve the Trade to its natural Ex-
tent, would be to plant Settlements on fuch of thefe Harbours
as lic moft convenient to the Banks, for curing the Fifh,
where Stages, &c. fhould be ercéted of Strength iufficient
for long.continued Ufe, and prelerved for it, {o as to fave
the Expence, Inconvenience, and Lofs of Time, experienced
from the temporary ones now ufcd.

As the Quantity of Fifh upon the Banls is inexhauftible,
by baving fuch Settkments eftablithed, rcady prepared for
curfng them, we fhould immediatcly be able to fupply all
ou Wefl-India Ulands, with Fifh for the Support of their
Negroes, fo much cheaper than the Way they are fuppoited
at prefent, that they would be able not only to fupply the
Mother Country with Sugars for Home Confumption, mfinitely
- cheaper than at prefent ; but alfo to underfell every other
Rival in the Trade at foreign Markets, —

Let Britain ever preferve its hitherto unfullied Honour
of keeping inviolable the Faith of Treaties! — Let the
French enjoy what they have gotten; but give them no
more, nor let them encroach beyond the Bounds (too exten-
five already) indulged to them.

I have the Homour to be, &c.

LET-
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My Lorp,
W E will now, if your Lordfhip pleafes, quit the Coaft

of the main Ocean, for a few Moments, and make
a fhort Excurfion up the great River Sz. Lawrence, to our
newly-acquired Dominion of Cazada.

The Advantages that muft neceflarily arife from this
Country to Great-Britain, have been fo lately, and fo fully
canvafled, as is the Cafe of all new Acquifitions, that it
cannot be neceflary to enter into the Proof of them here.
A bare Recital of a few of the moft confiderable for Refe-
rence, is all therefore which T fhall trefpafs upon your Lordfhip’s

‘Time with at the prefent.

G By
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* By expelling an inveterate, a&ive, and infidious Enemy
from the Centre of our Colonies, on that vaft Continent, we
fecure them from the Danger of being attacked from behind ;
and enable our People to attend with proper Spirit, and
Induftry, to the Improvement, and Extenfion of their Settle-
ments in the interior, and more remote Parts of the Country,
where the Fertility of the Soil, or any particular Produttion,
or Convenience, may induce them to fettle. It removes a
rival Power out of the Sight of the Natives, and leaves them
without Affiftance, or even Hope of Impunity in any hoftile
Attempt againft us.  Jt brings their Refource for all the Con-
veniencies of Life folely to ourfelves, and thereby puts us in
the {ole Poffeffion of their Commerce. It gives us an Oppor-
tunity to pufh that Commerce to its full Extent, and to en-
large it with thofc farther Difcoveries of new Articles, which
the little Experiments we have hitherto been able to make,
give us juft Reafon to expeét there. It affords Employment
for a orcat Addition to the Numbers of our Ships and Seamen;
and thercby encreafes our national Strength.— And laftly, it
doubles all thefe Advantages ten-fold, in our Hands, by tak-
ing them out of the Hands of our Enenfes.

Your Lordﬂqip will obferve, that in fumming up thefe
Advantages, [ fuppofc all proper Means to be taken for
making the moft of our Acquifition. On the contrary Sup-
pofition, the whole will be reverfed. The Ad\'antages will

flip
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{lip out of our Hands, and arm the Hands of our Enemies
againft us. Nor muft this be looked upon as only meer Spe-
culation, or raifing Phantoms of improbable Danger. The
Pertinacity, with which the French Crown infifted on the
Reftitution of the Ifland of Cape-Breton, when taken from
them in the War before the laft,—the enormous Sums expended
in fortifying it for, and defending it in the laft War,—and the
Relu@ance with which they gave up their Claim to 1t, after
it had been again taken from, and was evidently impoffible
to be recovered by them, prove, beyond a Doubt, their Con-
viction of the Importance of this Country, for keeping in their
own Hands the Command of the Navigation to which, as
well as for the Support of their Encroachments upon us in the
Newfoundland Fifhery, thefe Fortifications were built, and de-
fended; as our unvaried Experience of their political Faith, and
Regard to Treaties fufficiently fhews their Intention in the In-
fringements already made by them upon the Bounds fet them
by the Treaty of Paris; and muft open our Eyes to what we
are to expect, whenever they fhall find a favourable Opportu-
nity for fetting up a Claim of Right to what they fhall get
hold of by fuch Infringments.

The beft Means therefore of obviating fuch Intentions, are
the proper ‘Objects of our prefent Confideration ; as the Fffi-
cacy of thofe Means will beft appear from a Reprefentation
of the prefent State of our Commerce with that Country.

G 2 Com-
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ComMoDITIES exported from Great-Britain to

Canada.

Wollen-Cloths — Britifb-Linens — Cottons —

Checks — Cullicoes, and fundry India Goods —
Paifley Lawns—Guns—~Cutlalles—Gunpowder—
Shot—Gun-Flints— Haberdafbery-1¥ ares— Gold
and Silver Lace — Wearing- Apparel — Cotton-
Velvets—Stuffs— Hofiery— Hats—Gloves -- Books
—Stationary Wares— Drugs—Glafs—W rought-
Leather—I7rought-Steel—Iron—~Copper—Tin--

Brafs — Pewter — Pittures—Painter’s Colours—

Bees-Wax — Vermillion — Millenery Wares —
Blankets—Sadlery Wares—Sail-Cloth—C. ordage
-~ Fifbing- Tackle—Cheefe—Tobacco-pipes—Strong
Beer—DBritiflh Spirits—Wines—All which coft

at an Average of three Years - - - p

$ £108,000,

The above View of the Nature, and prefent Amount of
this Trade proves beyond a Doubt the Pradicability of
pufhing it to fuch an Extent, as muft make it of the moft
c{lential Importance to this Nation. The Commodities it
takes off are all, except the India-goods, immediately of our
own Produce, and Manufa&ure; and the Returns it makes,

arc
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CoMMoODITIES 1mported from Canada into
Great-Britain.

Winety thoufand Beaver Skins—qooo Bear—1
11,000 Otter—4000 Fifber — 36,000 Marten— .
350 /¥ 0lf —4000 Cat—2000 Mink—2000Fox— y [ 76,000
50,000 Mufguafb—100,000 Racoon— Elk and Deer l

24,000— And 2000, of Caftoreum - ]

W hale-bone—iVhale, Porpus, and other F]b—Oi/ - 3,500
Wheat 12000 Quarters at 203 — 12,000
Ginfeng—Snake-root, and C'ap://azre———Sundry - 3,000
Timber—Plank— Deals— Lumber, &c. — 11,000

———

105,500

Which Trade is carried on by 34 Sail of Ships, navigated
by about 400 Men.

arc in the wuwmanufatiured Produce of that Country ; which
fingle Circumftance of their being unmanufactured, doubles
their Value to us, by the Employmcnt it affords to our
Manufacturers, whofe Labour is one of the chief Sources of our
national Wcalth. As to the Quantities both of thole Comino-
dities, and the Rerurns for them, the leaft Attention to the

Circum-
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Circumftances of the Country will thew how fhort they fall
of what they may be.

In all new Conquelfts, the Inhabitants naturally have a Dif-
fidence and Dread of their Conquerors, however humane
in their Manner of waging war, and beneficial in their Mea-
fures of governing after, If it thould be objected in the pre-
fent Inftance, that the only Inhabitants of this Country, who
can properly be faid to have been conquered, are the French,
the Natives only exchanging one Mafter for another, it alters
not the Cafe. The Dominion, which the Frez-h had acquired
over the Minds of the ignorant Natives, as well thofe appa-
rently free and independent of them, as their immediate Sub-
jects, by the Arts of their Priefts and Friars, always fuccefsful
in Proportion to the Ignorance of thofe upon whom they are
pradtifed ; and the Animofity and Abhorrence which they
inftilled into them againft us, have been feverely experienced
in too many Inftances, during the whole Courfe of the War:
While any' of thefe Priefts and Friars therefore are permitted
to remain among them to keep up thofe Prejudices, and fow
the fame pious Seeds of Difcord and Hatred, it is in vain to
expeét, that the Natives fhould enter into fincere Amity, and
Confidence with us.

The firft Thing thercfore to be done, in Order to conciliate
their Confidence, 1s to banifh effe¢tually the French Priefls, and
Re'igious of all Denominations, and to fend in their Room a
labouring Clergy of our owny who breathing the true Spirit of
Chriftianity themfelves, and pra&ifing it in its moft facred
Fruits of univerfal Benevolence, and Philanthropy, or in the

Phrafe
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Phrafe of holy Writ, in Charity to all Men, thould fet fuch

an Example to their Flocks, as could not fail to eradicate their
Prejudices againft us, and implant in their Stead, Confidence,
Refped, and brotherly Love.

TH#e common Reproach brought even by ourfelves againft
our Clergy, that they follow only the Loaves and Fifhes of
the Church; and are too lazy, and too much attached to the
prefent Enjoyment of the good Things of this World, to la-
bour in the Vineyard of their Lord; and bear the Heat and
Burthen of the Day, in converting favage Nations to his Laws,
muft not be oppofcd to what I have here offered.  The Pains
taken to this End by fome Individuals, in other Parts of e
rica, and the Succefs with which Heaven has blefled thofe
Pains, prove that our Religion gives not a San&ion to fuch
Ncgle& of Duty ; and that Proteftants, can be as indefati-
gable in propagating the Gofpel of Chrift, as Papifts of any

Denomination whatfoever.

By Proteflants, my Lord, I mean Chrithans protefling a-
f,r'unﬂ fpiritual Tyranny in all its Exertions, and obevmg in
thc Freedom of Confcience the Laws and Do&rines of Chrift,
as explained by the beft Power of Reafon, without ﬁoopmg
to enter into the nominal Diftinctions, into which the Reftlefs-
nefs of human Imagination, more than any real Difference,
has divided that Name.

I muft not, my Lord, be underftood by thus urging the
Banifhment of the Popith Clergy to contradi& myfelf, and
propofe a Practice oppofite to the Principles of Chrifhan Li-

bcrty




[ 48 ]

berty which I profefs.. Where the Principles of any Set of
Men are profefledly {ubverfive of that Liberty, and exprefsly
contiary to the moft eflential Principles of that Religion which
they profefs in common with us, the moft, indeed the only
effe¢tual Way to preferve both, is to drive them out from a-
mong us; and that fuch are the Principles of thofe who af-
fume to themfelves a Right to put Shackles on the human
Mind, and limit God’s Mercies to the Profeffion of their own
- Opintons, is too evident to require Proof.

The fecular Advantages to ourfelves, which muft neceffa-
rily follow from this Attention to the /piritual Wellare of
thefe People are moft obvious. Informed in their Minds,. they
would become civilized in their Manners.  They would {often
from that Ferocity, which prompts them to thofe barbarous
Wars, and Murders, that have almoft defolated their Country,
and increafing in their Numbers would proportionably increafe
in their Demands for the Conveniencies of Life, with which
our Trade fupplies them 5 and would cqnfcquently apply them-
{elves to procure an equivalent Encreafe of their own Produce
to give in Exchange for them. They would aflift us with
their Strength and Experience of their Country to improve the
Trade at prefent carried on between them and us, and to pro-
{ecute with better Profpe& of Succefs our Endeavours to en-
large it by the Dilcovery of new Articles.  And by their In-
tercourfe with us in the fraternal Amity of Religion, they
would acquire Knowledge of the Excellence, and be glad to
put themielves under the Proteéion of our Laws, and {o in
the End make their Numbers our Strength, and become one

People with us. .
In

S —
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In enumerating thefe Advantages, your Lordihip may pofi:-
bly be furprized at my confining myfelf to fuch as are imme-
diately fecular. But in this I conform to the Humour (if I may
fo call it) of the Times, to which Propofals for Practice muit
never run counter : But I live, my Lord, in Hopes of feein
better Times, when the Advantages of this Life fhall be
held in Efteem only as they are conformable to the more va-
luable ones of that which is to come; and no Means purfued,
at leaft profefiedly, to procure the former, which fhall not alfo
conduce to the latter. And in this Hope I am, humanly
fpeaklng, confirmed by the Experience of all Ages, in which
it has been invariably obferved that when Things arrive at a
certain Point, they always (hange, and if Immorality and
Irreligion arc not arrived at their Height among us, Lord
have Mercy upon thofe who are to behold their Advance!—

The next, and only Thing farther, which I wouid propofc
for the Improvement of this 1 important Acqulﬁtlon, is Agri-
culture. The other Branches of its Trade are in the Hands
of the Natives, and {hould be left undifturbed with them, as
beft qualified to purfue them with Succefs, I mean the Fur,
and Peltry-trades, for any Encreafe that can poffibly be made
in the former of which, ecither in this, or any other Part of
our Dominions, or in any of the Countries where we have
Scttlements, we can never want advantageous Vent; and for
a large Encreafe in the latter we have fufhicient Room, and
fuflicient Realon to expeét that Encreafe, particularly in th:
Article of Deer-Skins, a much greater Quantity of which
than is now imported could be brought with the greateft

Advantage into our Manufa&ures ; but as for lll]dgt, they
H do
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do neither underftand, nor are yet fufficiently fettled in their
Difpofitions to attempt it.

The internal Advantages of purfuing Agriculture, are fuffi-
ciently known. It fupplies Employment, and plenteous Sup-
port to the People, and that Plenty fupplies more People to
be fupported and employed. Nor is this Article liable to be
carried too far, as moft others are, it being impofiible that
Bread thould ever be too plenty 3 the Mouths to eat it encrea-
fing in Proportion as there is Bread for them to eat; and ex-
ternally it would enable us to fupply with the Overflowings ‘of
our own Plenty, thofe Countries which might ftand in Need
of fuch Supplies; and this without Danger of ever interfering
with the Corn-Trade of Great-Britain, or our other Colo-
nies, there being, as I have before obferved, a fufficient De-
mand for both, and that neareft hand being always the firlt
taken off. i
The Quantity of Corn at prefent exported from Canada,
his been thewn to be 12000 Quarters; but this is rather a
Proof that the Country can produce Corn, than any Meafure
of its Production; as I will be bold to fay, that fiftty Times
that Quantity may be produced annually without neglecting
proper Attention to any other Branch of Commerce.

Ina Word, my Lord, by proper Application to this fingle
Article of Agriculture, Canada may be made within the Com-
pafs of a few Years, to reimburle to Grear-Britain, all the
Blood and Treafure, expended in the Conqueft of it

I bave the Honour, &c.
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My Lorp,

R OM Canada, we will defcend with the Stream to
Nova Scotia, a former Acquifition from the fame Power,
ﬁtuate on the Mouth of the River S¢. Lawrence.

Though this Province has been in our Poffeffion above half
a Century, fince the Peace of Urrecht, little or no Advances
were made in the Settlement of it, ’till after the War before the
laft, when a moft numerous Colony, amply provided with every
Thmg neceffary, was fent and fettled there, and an excel-
lent Dock—) ard, &c. built for the Service of the Navy, fta-
tioned in thofe Parts of America, with good Houfes for the
Officers and Artificers employed in it, and Barracks for the
Army, compofing together the handfome Town of Hallifax,
all at the great Expence of Government. But the Suceefs has
no Way anfwered this Expence, except fo far as it refpects
the partlcuhr Service of the Navy ; the only Advances made
in cultivating and improving the Cnuntr\, being - confined
within the narrow Limits of the unmcdnte Environs of the
Town, all at any Diftance rc.m.umng in the fame unprofita-
ble State as before ; fo that there 1s not a fufhcient Supply
H 2 of
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of the poor Produéts of the Place even for the Inhabitants, who
inftead of being able to make any Exports, are obliged to
depend for their own Support upon our other Colonies; which
they would not be able to pay for, but for the Money {pent
among them by the Navy, and the Army; the only Benefit
received by them from the latter, who are found totally inca-
pable of defending them from the Outrages of the Natives.
How far this Benefit may be equivalent to the Expence ; and
whether Part of that Expence might not anfwer the End
better, 1if applied in another Manner, not to mention the Lofs
of fo many Men’s Labour and Lives, the Scurvy carrying them
off in Numbers, are Points well deferving the Attention of
Government,

As to the Navy, the Advantage to that is very great, as
the Shipping have not only a fafe and convenient Harbour
to be laid up in, during the Winter Seafon, when all Navi-
gation is impracicable in thofe Seas; but can alfo be repaired,
and fupplied with any Thing they may want, without the
Fatigue, Danger, and Lofs of Time of coming Home, upon
every Occafion of the Kind, as heretofore.

The Mifcarriage in the Settlement of this Province, muft not
be attributed folely to any infuperable Incapacity in the Province
itfelf. 'The Climate, though far from being the beft, or moft a-
greeable, is yet equally far from being unwholefome, or unfit for
the Purpofes of Vegetation, if taken timely Advantage of, nor is
the Soil fo poor, but that with proper Cultivation and Care, it
would produce the moft valuable of all vegetable Produétions,

Wheat in great Plenty ; and many of the efculent Plants and
Roots
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Roots in.RequePc among us, if not in fo high Perfe&ion as
other Countrics, yet wholefome and good for Ufe.

The true Reafon of this Mifcarriage, is the inveterate Hof-
tility of the Natives, who, though very few in Number, yet
by lying in wait always, and in all Places, frequently find
Opportunities of committing the moft horrid Cruelties and
Murders upon the Settlers; and even where they fail of this,
they keep them in fuch a State of continual Alarm and Dread,
that they cannot apply themfelves to make any lafting or con-
fiderable Improvement.

An Enquiry into the Caufe of this Malignity in the Na-
tives towards our People is not {fo immediately to the prefent
Purpofe. The firft Thing neceflary to be done 1s to guard
againft the Effects of it; and for this, fad Experience has
proved that Ewropean Soldiers are utterly unqualified, being
neither a&ive enough in themfelves, fufficiently acquainted
with the Country, nor fufficiently inured to the Severity of
the Climate, to watch and purfue an Enemy pofiefled of all
thefe Advantages, and a¢tuated by the keeneft Hatred and
Animofity. Inftead thercfore of fending Soldiers from hence,
the moft effe@ual Means to put an End to the Inroads of thefe
Savages, obvioufly is to procure a Body of the Natives of-
fome of the neighbouring Colonies, meft firmly attached to us
to encounter them. Thefe, from the natural }'cromty of their
Difpofition, might be brought at a very trifling Expence,
comparatively to what we are now at to no Purpofe; and when
once let loofe upon the others, would in a very fhort Time

eftablith the Country in a State of Safety, by cutting ofF all
thofe
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thofe adually engaged in Hoftilities, and whom Experience
has proved it to be impoffible to reconcile to us; and taking
the reft of all Ages and Scxes Prifoners, to be difperfed among
other diftant Colonies, where they fhould not imbibe, nor
have an Opportunity of practifing fuch Prejudices,

I am very far myfelf, my Lord, from approving of the Ex-
tirpation of the Natives of any Countrv, by their Conquerors ;
and even if I did, have the Honour of knowing o your Lord(hip
too well to venture fuch a Propofal to you. But here the
Cafe is very different.  The Country 1s {o 1.;ugt, and fo very
thinly inhabited, that our Settlements upon it can hardly be
called an Intruﬁun, and are by no Mcans even an Inconveni-
ence to the Inhabitants ; notwithftanding which, and notwith-
flauding all the Advantages held out by us to them, we have
eve  found 1t impofiible to fubdue their favage Hatred in the
leaft; fo that this Severity againft them is fancified by the
greaty, and cternal Law of Sclf-prefervation. The Safety of
the Settlers being once eftablifhed, they would be able to feck
out, and eftablith their Settlements in thé¢ Places, moft fer-
tile in them'elves, and moft convenient for their difterent Pur-
polcs of livi ing and Commerce; and foon make fuch Returns,
particularly in Wheat, Hemp, and th, for the Production
of which, the Soil of the Country is in moft Places excel-
lently adapted, as would amply reimburfe the Expence of
fmdmn them thither.

Our

————
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Our Exports to Nova Scotia at prefent confift
of the following Articles,

1 gollen-Cloths—Foreign and Britifh Linens—
1 rought-1ron — Steel—Brafs —Pewter—Tin—
Hats— Hofiery— Haberdafbery—Millenery, and
Turnery-Wares — Sail-Cloth —Cordage — Ship-
Chandlery-Wares —— Fifbing Tackle -§— Sad/er_‘ff— > £ 26,500
Wares— Gold and Silver Lace—— Britifb Spirits
~Wines, and Medicinal Drugs, which coft at
an Average-of three Years — — —

The Articles exported from Nova Scotia, are

Salted Mackarel and Shads, 3000 Barrels at 20s. — [ 3000

Cod-Fifh 2500 Tons at L10  — — 25,000
Fifh-0il, 300 Tons at 15 — — 4500
Whale-bone, § Tons at [ 300 — — I500
Shipy and other Timber, Mafls, Lumber, &c. — 4000

£ 138,000

By this State, the Trade of this Country appears to confift

entirely of Timber, and the Produce of the Fifhery; but
if
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if it were once well fettled, not only thefe might be ad-
vanced (the latter to more than double its prefent Amount,
and the former without Bounds, as the Forefts cover the
whole Face of the Country) but alfo a new and moft ad-
vantageous Trade be opened in the feveral Articles of Tillage
before enumerated ; befide what more might be ftruck out,
upon Experience, and a better Knowledge of the interior Parts
of the Country,

I bave the Honour, &c.

L 2o B cTretiPooflrbsie hn it

My Lorp,

E will now take a Trip, for a few Moments from
the Continent to the adjacent Iflands of Sz, Fobn's,

and Cape-Breton.

The Hland of Sz Fobn's differs very little in Climate, but
moft materially in Soil, from Nova Scotia ; the latter being

much fitter for Tillage, and the former for Pafture. But this
Difference
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Difference 1s far from a Difadvantage to either, as it gives Rife
to an Interchange of their refpe@tive Products, in its Nature
neceflarily attended with Advantage, which their Nearnefs to
each other frees from all Inconvenience, or Danger of Inter-
ruption. :

While the Inhabitants therefore of Vova Scotia apply them-
felves to Agriculture, thofe of Sz, Fobn's may turn their Lands
to Pafturage ; and thereby not only have their Time more at
Command to purfue their own Fifhery ; but alfo be able to
fupply thofe engaged in the other Fifheries with Beef for their
Support, and to eftablifh a moft profitable Trade in that Ar-
ticle, with the Z7eft-Indian Hlands, where it will always mect
abundant Vent.—I do not mean by this, that Nova Scotia is
utterly unfit for Pafturage; or St. Fobn's for Agriculture. 1
only {peak of the Produce, for which each is moft fit, and
which confequently it muft be their Intereft to purfue princi-
pally, asa Point of Commerce.

The Spirit, with which the Settlement of this Ifland was
undertaken immediately at the Conclufion of the laft War,
and the Numbers, Rank, and Wealth of the Perfons engaged,
gave Reafon to expec a farther Progrefs by this Time, than
appears to have been yet made in it; but whatever has been
the Caufe of the Delay, itis to be hoped that the bad Con-
fequences of it are fufhiciently feen; and that the Undertaking
will be re-affumed with Effect. ;

As to the Iland of Cape-Breton, its Importance confifts
folely in its Situation, of which the Fremch tock fufficient
I Advantage,
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Advantage, while it was in their Poffeffion, for the Prote&ion
of their own and Annoyance of our Fifhery upon the Banks
of Newfoundland. - But that Importance has ceafed upon its
falling into our Hands, who are in the acknowledged Supe-
riority of Poffeflion of the whole Fifhery 3 and therefore the
Fortifications ereéted by them for their Purpofes, have been
demolifhed by us, as not being of Ufe equivalent to the Ex-
pence of maintaining them.

The Ifland though does not thereby lofe all Ufe to us;
for as the Cod-Banks extend up to, and all along the Coaft of
it, it affords a convenient Station for curing the Fifh caught
there, without the Trouble, Delay, and Expence of carrying
them to any other Place for that Purpofe ; not to dwell upon
the Importance of its Harbour, to the Navigation of the River
St. Lawrance.

Other Purpofes it can anfwer but very few ; the Climate
being ftill worfe than that of Newva Scotia, and the Soil more
unfit for Vegetation of every Kind, both on Account of the
Rockinefs of the Ifland itfelf, and its Expofure equally to the
Cold of Winter, and Heat of Summer, there being no Forefts

to {helter Cultivation from them, as on the Continent. To at-
tempt making any permanent Settlements therefore on this

Ifland, muft be in vain, as they can never fucceed fuffici-
ently to induce the People to ftay, or to reimburfe the Expence.

I have the Honour, &c.

é

L ET.
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My Lorbp,

AM now come to New England, a Country that well
deferves that Name, as being both the firft, and greateft
Colony eftablifhed by us in America.

The Climate, Soil, and Produce of this Country are fo
well known, that any Account of them here muft be utterly
unneceflary : It's Importance to the Mother Country will fut-
ficiently appear in the following State of the Trade carried on

between them.

) Coume
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CommMobpiTIES exported from Great-Britain to
New Emg/aﬂd.

Wrought-Iron, Steel, Copper, Brafs, Pewter)
and Lead — Wollen-Cloths — Stuffs— Flannels—
Colchefter-Bays— Long- Ells—Britifb, Irifb, and
Foreign-Litens—Silks—Gold_and Silver Lace—
Millenery, Haberdafbery, and Hoftery-t¥ ares—
Hats—Gloves—Manchefter Goods— Birmingham
and Shefheld I ares-- Hemp—=Sail-Cloth—Cordage <
Upbolftery, and Sadlery W ares—~Cabinet-Maker's £ 395900
Goods—Painter’s Colours—Ship-Chandlery Wares
— Lartben W are—India Goods—Grindftones—
Fifhing-Tackle —Cheefe—Pickles —Toys—Seeds—
T/ vbacco-pipes— Strong Beer —W ines— Spirits—

Tedicinal Drugs—All which coft at an Average

ot pheee Wastih in: oo g el doiwis. J

The above Amount fpeaks for itfelf; but when the Na-
ture of the Trade 1s confidered, and that moft of the Arti-
cles exported from New England being carried to other

Markets, the greateft Part of the Returns made to us for
our
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ComMoDITIES imported from New England.

Cod-Fifh dried — 10000 Tons - at [ 10 - [ 100,000

Mafls, Boards, Staves, Shingles, and Foifts - 45,000
Ships about 70 Sail — — at £ 700 - 49,000
Pickled Mackarel and Shads, 800o Barrels at 20s - 8,000
Whale and Cod-0il, 7000 Tons - at £ 15 - . 105,000
Whale-bone. — . 28 Tons - at [ 300 - 8,400
Turpentine, Tar, and Pitch 1500 Barrels at 8s - 600
Horfes and live Stock ~— — — — I 2,000
Poatafh — 8000 Barrels — at 5os - 20,000

Pickled Beef and Pork - qooo Barrels at 3os - 13,500
Bees-Iax, and [undry other Articles, valued at }

an Average of three Years - - - 9,000

L 370,500

our Exports are in the Money for which their’s are fold,
the Confequence of it will appear in a ftill ftronger Light.

It is moft delicate, my Lord, to mention any thing that may

feem to allude in the remoteft Senfe to the unhappy Difputes
at
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at prefent {ubfifting between Greaz-Britain and her American
Children. I fhall therefore only obferve, that if the Trade of
this Colony, on it’s prefent Footing, is fo advantageous, what
muft it have been before thofe Difputes arofe, when our Ex-

ports thither amounted to near /[ 550,000 per Annum ? And
what fhould we not do to bring it back to that Amount?

The Complaints made by the Colonies (this along with the
reft) of the Scarcity of Coin among them, muft not be
taken to invalidate what I have here advanced of our being
paid in Money, for the greateft Part of our Exports to New
England. The Fa& is the very Reverfe. That Money
comes not immediately from thence, but from the Coun-
tries where her Commodities are vended, whence it is brought
direly to us, the Imports of New England from all other
Countries but Great-Britain, buing too inconfiderable, to
have any Weight in the Scale of Commerce ; fo that the
Scarcity of Coin there proceeds neceflarily from their paying
us in Money, inftead of preventing it.

If it fhould be enquired how this Colony can difpenfe
with the want of the feveral Articles of Commerce, their dif-
continuing to take which, as formerly, has made fuch a Fall
in our Exports thither, the Anfwer is obvious. It appears
from the foregoing State of thefe Expoits, that by very much
the greateft Part of them confitts of the Luxuries, or at beft
the diftenfible Conveniencies of Life, the Country fupplying
the Neccflaries in abundance. Now, as the Inhabitants pride

themfclves more than any other Peoplc upon Earth in that
Splrit



[l 63" ]

Spirit of Freedom, which firft made their Anceftors leave
their native Country and fettle there; and do really, as In-
dividuals, enjoy more Independency, from feveral peculiar
Circumftances in their Manners, Laws, and Situation, it is
natural to conceive that upon the firft Apprehenfion (whether
juftly founded or not makes no difference!) of any Iavafion
of that Freedom, and Independency, they fhould take Fire,
and facrifice to Refentment, (May I not fay virtuous Principle ?)
the Paffions whofe Gratification confumed thofe Articles of
Convenience and Luxury, and confine themfelves to meer
Neceffarics.  That they have already begun to do this, is too
well known and felt. How much farther they may proceed
in it, is far from being pleafing in the Profpe&. Such Prin-
ciples gain Strength by Praétice; and that Pra&ice will {foon
make thofe Wants, which at the firft may have been moft
painful, become fo familiar as to be no longer felt.

I am well aware, my Lord, that this contradiéts the
Notion of a #eceffary Dependence upon us for thofe Articles,
which by artful and induftrious Propagatian has become po-
pular here. But upon a proper Enquiry, this Notion will be:
found unable to fupport itfelf. The People of New Englana
owe that Independency of Individuals, in which the very
Effence of true Liberty exifts, and which is the beft Protec-
tion of it, to a particular Law of Inheritance, by which the
Pofleflions of the Father are divided equally among all his.
Children; fo that they are kept in that happy Mediocrity,
which by obliging them to turn their Thoughts to Induftry,
in order to avoid Want, exempts them from Temptation to,

“d
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as well ‘as denies them the Means of gratifying Luxury ; and
at ‘the fame Time, by fupplying them with-a Foundation for
that Induftry to work upon, cxempts them alfo from. the Ne-
ceffity of fubmitting to any Encroachment on their Liberty.
A State, which they are known not to be yet refined enough
in their Tafte, to hazard, much lefs barter, for any Gratifi-
cation whatfoever; and confequently the Vecefizy of their De-
pendence for fuch Gratification, is meerly imaginary.

I have before obferved to your Lordfhip, that the Produés
of which this Country is capable, are fufhciently underftood.
The only Articles in which there is Room for Improvement
are Hemp and Flax; Commoditics for the Produétion of
which their Soil and Climate are peculiarly proper, and of
which it is impoflible for us to raife too much, even for our
own Confumption.

The Advantages which muft zeceffarily arife from our having
a {ufticient Supply of thefc moft efiential Articles offer them-
{clves to View, at the firft Mention of it; nor can the In-
tereft ‘of any Set of Individuals engaged in that Channel of
Trade by which they are at prefent fupplied, deferve to be put,
but for a fingle Moment, in Compt.tmon with that of the
Nation in General, fo nearly concerned in having this Trade
brought home thus to ourlelves.

I have the Honour, &,

L ET-
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My Lorb,
H E Colonies of Conneéticut, Rhode Ifland, and New

Hampfbire come naturally under Confideration next
after Vew England, of which they originally were, and ftill
in moft Refpe@s may be confidered as a Part ; the Obferva-
tions therefore made upon that are all neceflarily applicable
to thefe it’s younger Brethren.

The Produce of thefe Colonies is moftly the fame as that
of New England ; and their Trade with Great Britain car-
ried on in the fame Articles, and fo blended with it, that it
1s more difficult, than it may feem ncceflary, to draw the
Line between them in many particulars. However, in order
to throw as much Light as poffible upon fo intercfting a
Subject, I here lay before your Lordfhip a State of their fcpc-
rate Trade, as far as it is carried on with any apparent Sepa-
ration,

K Com-~
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ComMmobiTIES exported from Great-Britain to

Connelticut, Rhbode-Ifland and New Hamppbire.

Wrought-Iron, Steel, Copper, Brafs, PewterY.
and Lead — W ollen-Cloths — Stuffs — Flannels—
Colchifter-Bays—Long- Ells—Britifb, Irifb, and |.
Foreign- Linens—Silks—Gold and Silver Lace—
Millenery, Haberdafbery, and Hofiery-W are:—
Hats—Gloves—Manchefler Goods—Birmingham |
and Sheffieid W ares-- Hemp—=Sail-Clotl—Cordage
Upholftery, and Sadlery W ares—Cabinet-Maker's
Goo ls—Painter’s Colowrs—Ship-Chandlery W ares
—Earthen Ware—India Goods—Grindflones—
Fifbing-Tackle—Cheefe—Pickles —T oys—Seeds—
Tobacco-pipes— Strong Beer —Wines— Spirits—
Medicinal Drugs—All which coft at an Average |
of ithree Years - i< 1= -=ianl=y D=0y 3% 8

> £ 12,000

The Difference between thefe Exports, and thofe of New-
England is evidently no other than is always, and every
where between different Parts of the fame Country, all the
Articles in the above Lift being included in that of the
Exports of New England, as Part of an Whole.
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ComMmopITIES exported from Connelticut, Rhode-
dfland and New Hampfbire.

Mafts, Boards, Joifls, Staves, &c. - - L 30,000
Salted Beef— Pork— Hams— Butter— Cheefe—

Callivances—and Flax Seed - - - } 151000
Whale and other Fifb-Oil, 1500 Tons - at £ 15 - 22,500

Pickled Mackarely Shads, and other Fifp - - - 7,000

Horfes and livg Stock . .=+, e — . — 2 5,000

Patafb —_— 6000 Barrels — at sos - 14,000
L 114,500 .

As to the Balance againft Great Britain, upon the Face of
this State, it 1s only in Appearance. Their Trade directly
with us has bezn thewn to confift almoft totally in the Con-
veniencies neareft to being abfolutely neceffary to Life. If
therefore it may appear that they do not take from us a
Quantity of thee, proportioned to their Numbers, the Rea-

K 2 fon
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{on is, that they get them nearer at hand from the other Co-
lonies, particularly Vew York, and New England, who i a
reat Meafure carry on their Trade for them; fo that the
Produce of the Excefs of their Exports over their Imports is
to be placed to the Credit of thofe Colonies, and centers ul-
timately with us, as I have had the Honour to intimate te.

your Lordfhip in the preceeding Letter,

And now, my Lord, as the four Colonies of New Engiland,
Connecticut, Rhode Ifland, and New Hampjbire are fo infepe-
rably conne@ed with cach other in every Senfe, I fhall here
lay before your Lordfhip fome farther Hints concerning them,
which will probably be found to affect the general Intereft of
them all ; and confequently that of Grear Britain, which is
as infeperably connected with them.

As the Importance of the Colonies arifes folely from the
Numbers of their Inhabitants, not from any Produ&ion of
their own, or Advantages of Situation for Commerce peculiar
to them ; the firft Thing to be thought of, is how to turn
thofe Inhabitants to fuch Purfuits, as fhall beft {fupply their
Neceflities, and at the fame Time engage their Attention too
clofely to give them Leifure for forming thofe Schemes, which
Contemplation of their Numbers might, in a State of Idlencfs,
fuggeft to them.

For this Purpofe the two Objeéts evidently moft proper (if

not folely {o) are Agriculture and Manufaétures ; but thefe are
to be propofed to their Purfuit, on very different Principles.

A grl~




[ 69 ]

Agriculture, as hath been hinted before, is impoffible to
be. puthed too far, Confumers encreafing regularly with the
Encreafe of the Subjeét to be confumed ; and a Foreign De-
mand being always certain for any Excefs of Home Confump-
tion. But in refpeé to. Manufactures, a very different Con-
duét is to be obferved. Inftead of giving a general and in-
difcriminate  Encouragement to every Exertion of Art, as in
Great Britain, their Endeavours fhould be delicately and ju-
dicioufly directed to fuch particular Objets, as there may be

juft Reafon to expeé their fucceeding in; and thefe are the

immediate Neceffaries, or at leaft the almoft indifpenfible Con-
veniencies of Life.

I muft not, my Lord, be underitood to infinuate, by this,.
a natural Incapacity in the Inhabitants of thefc Colonies for
any Arts. The Contraryis well known. All Iintend by this
Limitation is, that their Capacities fhould be applied to fuch
Arts as the Materials and Circumftances of their Country are
proper for bringing to Perfeétion ; and as are exerted in pro-
ducing thofe Manufaétures, which the poorer Part of the
People are not able to purchafe, and cannot, or at leaft will
not difpenfe with the want of, without Difcontent.

I am well aware, that felfifh, fhort-fighted Politicians will
inftantly take the Alarm at this; and exclaim that what I
L)ropofc for the Benefit of thefe Colonies muft neceflarily be
an equal Prejudice to the Mother-Country.  But I hope to

rove, that the Contrary is the Fact; and that the moft ef-
fectual Way of making them ferviceable to us, and that in
the moft extenfive and important Senfe, is. by encouraging
them firft to ferve themfelves, by purfuing thefe two Objeéts.

The
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The found and falutary Policy of prometing Agriculture is
too well, and too univerfally known to require Proof. The
firlt and greateft Advantages arifing from it, are it’s fupply-
ing Employment and Suftenance at the fame Time. In the
prefent Inftance the Application propofed to Manufaétures ef-
fe&s the firft, and comes neareft to the {fecond of thele Ad-
vantages, there being many Manufa&ures, fcarcely, if at all,
lefs neceffary to Lile, than Bread itfelf. Where thefe there-
fore cannot be fabricated immediately by the Confumers them-
{elves, their Eyes are neceffarily turned to thofe Places, where
they may be purchafed ; and if they want Money, the com-
mon Mtdll.lln of fuch Purchafe, that Want is fupplied by
Barter of the Things in their Poffeffion.

Thus far it may appear that the Progrefs is on right Prin-
ciples; and fo in the general it is. But particular Circum-
{ftances make a material Difference 1n the prefeic Cale.

It has been faid that the Importance of thefe Colonies con-
fifts folely in the Numbers of the Inhabitants; and that thefe
Inhabitants enjoy a State of Independence in a Manner pecu-
liar to themfelves. But it muft be obferved alfo that the very
Means by which that Independence is preferved to them, by
keeping them at the fame Time in a State of Poverty prevents
their confuming a Quantity of the Manufactures of the Mo-
ther-Country lm)mtmncd to their Numbers, and even con-
fines their prdtnt fcanty Confumption to thofe Articles on
which the Profit of the Manufadurer is the loweft.

To free them therefore from this Poverty, without under-
mining
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mining their Independence, is the readieft and moft effe&tual
Method of turning their natural Importance to our Advan-
tage ; and this can be done eafieft, if not indeed only, by
the Encouragement here propofed to be given to Agriculture:
and Manufa&ures ; the former, by fupplying them with Suf-
tenance, and a Stock to trade upon, which will never fail of
a Market ; and the latter by enabling them to make a fuffi-
cient Quantity of thofe other Neceffaries, for which they now
barter that Stock, and thereby leaving it in their Hands, to
barter for other Conveniencies of greater Price, which they

cannot reach in their prefent Circumftances, though they re-
pine for, and never will be content without them.

Let the Inhabitants of thefe Colonies, I fav, be properly
encouraged to raife Flax and Hemp, to tan the Hldes of their

Cattle, to {pin the Wool of thelr Sheep, &ec. &c. &c. and
work them up 1nto the moft immediate Neceﬂhries; and they
will then be able to apply the Price of their Exports, which
now goes to purchafe thofe Neceflaries, to the Purchafe of
other Articles, lefs neceffary, but of greater Price and Profit
to the Vender ; and not only this, but they will alfo exert
their Induftry to provide ftill more for Exportation, as {oon

as they become acquainted with the Enjoyments thus procured
for them. -

Nor is this the only Advantage that will arfe from this
Mcafure. It will diert them from the carrying Trade, the
enly Track in which they can poflibly interfere “with us, and
leave it entirely in our Poffeffion, by turning their Thoughts:
wholely to internal Purfuits ; an Ad\anm\m, {fo obvious, rmd
great that the very Mention is fuflicient to enforce every Means
for obcaining it. It
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It muft not be objeted, that the Increafe of Population,
which weuld neceffarily follow fuch an Application to Agri-
culture as is here propofed, might be an Incouragement to at-
tempt fhaking off Dependence upon Greaz-Britain. That is
only the Fear of a moft contraéted Policy. Our Pofleffions
on that Continent exceéd any Ufes to which the Power of
Imagination can affign them. While the Inhabitants there-
fore find Room for extending their Settlements interiourly,
and a certain Vent, and fatisfactory Return for the Produce
of them, they will never think of breaking the Conneétion,
from which they experience fuch Advantage; and by the
Breach of which they cannot expe@ even to keep, much lefs
to improve that Advantage. And this is that Commercial
Dependance, which has been fo much talked of, and fo little
underftood of late : A Conneétion which, cemented thus b
mutual Advantage would become indiffoluble, and make their
Numbers our Strength, as I have obferved in another Inftance.

Thefe, my Lord, are fome of the Hints, T propofed fub-
mitting to your Lord{hip’s Attention, under which I flatter
myfelf that they may be improved to the End for which they
are humbly offered.  Others, not lefs important, are referved
for another Place, as being more general in their Nature, and
equally applicable to others of our Colonies.

I bave the Honour, &c.

L E T-
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My Lorbp,

H E next Province, that in Courfe offers itfelf to

your Lordfhip’s Confideration, is New Yoré, in every
Refpe the happieft for Habitation in all North America ;
the Healthfulnefs of the Climate vying with the Fertility of
the Soil ; which not only produces aboriginally every Nccef-
fary of Life, but alfo brings all the vegetable Produéions of
Burope, that have been tried there, to Perfe&tion, and many
of them in a much higher Degree, with little or no Trou-
ble, than they arrive at in England, under the moft careful
and expenfive Cultivation.

Our Acquaintance with this Country is in every Senfe fo
intimate, that it muft be unneceflary to enter into any parti-
cular Account of it herc: I fhall therefore only lay before
your Lordfhip the following View of the Trade at prefent
carried on between it, and Greaz- Britain, as the moft proper
Introduétion to the tew Remarks which I fhall beg Leave to
hint to you thereupon.

]’  :
s (‘}"!i'



[ <55 1]

CoMMODITIES exported from Great-Britain to
New York. L .

Wrought-Iron, Steel, Copper, Pewter, Lead,)
and Brafs—Cordage— Hemp—=Sail-Cloth—Ship-
Chandlery —Painter’ s - Colowrs— Millinery —Ho-
fiery— Haberdafbery— Gloves— Hatts— Broad-}
Cloths—Stuffs— Flannels—Colchefler Bays— Long
Ellis—Silks—Gold and Silver Lace—Manchefler :
Goods— Britih, Foreign, and Irifp Linens— ¢ £ 53900
Earthen-W ares—Grindflones— Birmingham, and
Sheffeld Wares—Toys—Sadlery— Cabinet-W ares
—Seeds—Cheefe— Strong-Beer— Smoaking-Pipes
—Snuffs—Wines—Spirtts— Drugs—All  which
coft at an Average of three Years - - -

The high Amount of our Exports plainly fhews the Im-
portance of this Trade to the Mother-Country ; but this Im-
portance will appear in a ftill ftronger Light, when it is con-
fidered that the greateft Part of the Exports of this Province
are carried to other Markets, and confequently the Returns

for
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CoMMODITIES exported from New York to
Great-Britain, and other Markets.

Flour, and Bifcuit, 250,000 Barrels at 208 — [ 250,000
W heat, 70,000 Quarters at 20 s —_— - 70,000
Beans, Peas, Oats, Indian Corn, and other Grain - 40,000
Salt-Beefy Pork, Hams, Bacon, and Venifon ~— — 18,000
Bees-Wax 30,000 1b at 1s — — 1,500
Tongues, Butter, and Cheefe — —_— 8,000
Deer, and other Skins = — — S~ 3 5,000
Flax-Seedy 7,000 Hhds at 40 s — — 14,000
Horfes, and Live Stock  —  — = — 17,000
Timber, Plank, Mafls, Boards, Staves, and Shingles 25,000
Poztajh, 7,000 Hhds at 40 s — s 14,000
Ships built for Sale, 20 at [ 700 — I 4,000
Copper Ore, and Irony in Bars and Pigs — 20,000

The whole at a like Average of three Years [ 526,000

for ours made in Money, the moft advantageous Syftem “of
Trade, that can be carried on with any Country.

The flourifhing State of this Province has led many to
conclude that it is come to it's Meridian. But the contrary

L 2 1S
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is the Fac. The fame Encouragement to Agriculture, and
Manufactures of the coarfer and more immediately neceflary
Kinds, that has been propofed in the preceeding Letter to be
given to New England, Conneiticut, Riode-Ifland, and New
Hampfbire, would be found to be equally beneficial to NVew
York, and through that to Grear-Britain. The Reafons
which irrefragably fupport this Opinion ate obvious in them-
fclves, and have been {o fully fthewn in thofe Inftances, that
a Repetition of them cannot be neceflary here. I fhall there-
fore only obferve to your Lordfhip, as a Proof of what this
Province can produce, above its immediate Exports, that
there are above 2000 Tons of Hemp and Flax, of it’s own
Growth, worked up there annually for it's own Ufe.

Nor are the Improvements of which this Province is fhill
eapable, confined to the particular Channels above-mention-
ed, highly advantageous as they are: The Succefs of re-
peated Experiments has proved that it abounds in valuable:
Metals.  Iron, and Copper, have already been raifed in fuch
Quantities, as to become capital Articles of Commerce ; and
there can fcarce be a Doubt, but other Metals, ftill more

valuable, will alfo be found, when properly fought for ; and
fo open new Sources of Trade, equally advantageous to the
Colony and the Mother-Country, with whom all it’'s Wealth.

ultimalely centers,

I have the Homour, &c..

LET-
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My Lorp,
' H E adjoining Colony of Penn/ylvania equals. New
York in all the Gifts of Nature, and perhaps exceeds
it in thofe of Fortune, as we fpeak ; it's Form of Civil Go-
vernment being better calculated to promote private Happi-
nefs, and confequently Publick Profperity, than. any other,
with which we are acquainted, under the Sun.

That this is not an Exaggeration in either Inftance will

appear from the following State of the Commerce of this
Colony with Grear Britain.

Coni-
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ComMmmoDITIES exported from Great Britain to
Philadelphia, the only Sea-port in Pennfylvania.

Wrought Iron, Steel, Copper, Pewter, Lead)
‘and Brafs—DBirmingham, and Sheffield W ares—
Hemp — Cordage— Sail-Cloth— Broad-Cloths—
Colchefler-Bays— Long- Ells—Stuffs— Flannels—
Manchefter-Goods — Hofiery, Haberdafbery, and
M :l[zﬁer:y W ares— Hats— Gloves—Britifb, Fo- |

reigny and Irifl Linens—Silks—Gold, and Sitver 3 ). £ 611,000

Lace—Toys—Painter’s Co/oar:—szp-Céand/ery,
and Sadlery Goods — Cabinet-Wares — Earthen
Wares— Grindflones— Fifbing Tackle— Seeds—
Pickles—Cheefe—Strong-beer—Smoaking Pipes—

Snuffs—Wines—Spirits, and Drugs, all which
coft at an Average of three Years i J

The Nature of thefe Exports from this Colony fhews that
qolt the whole of them is carried to other Markets, befide

«at Britain, and confequently the Returns, for ours, are
:mdc in the Money for which thefe are fold there; a Cir-
umflanee, the Advantage refulting from which, as well as
from the Amount of our own Exports in this Trade, has

been oblerved i the Letter prcccding this.

As
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ComMoDITIES exported from Philadelphia to
Great Britain, and-other Markets.

Bifcuit Flour, 350,000 Barrels, at 205  — = [ 350,000
Wheat, 100,000 Quarters, at 20s — 100,000
Beans—Peas—Qats—Indian Corny and other Grain 12,000
Salt-Beef—Pork—Bacon—Hams—V enifon. ~ — 45,000

Bees-Wax, 205000 b at 1. — — 1,000
Butter—Checfe, and Tongues — — 10,000 »
Deer, and fundry other Sorts of Skins — 50,000
Live Stock, and Hor/es — —_— = 20,000
Flax-Seed, 15,000 Hhds at 40 — 30,000
Tmber——-—P/an&——Maﬂs—Board:—Staves, ami Shingles 35,000
Ships built for Sale, 25 at £ 700 —_  — 17,500
Copper-Ore, and Iron in Pigs and Bars — 35,000

The whole at an Average of three Years L 705,500

As this Colony 1s in every Refpe& circumftanced in the
fame Manner as New York, it is capable of equal Improve-
ment by the fame Me'ms, a Repetition of which cannot be
m.u.ﬂnr) here.

The Province of New Ferfey is fituated immediately next
to Vew York, and Pennfylvania, and yields to neither in the
Bleflings
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Bleflings of Nature, but in other Circumftances is yet far
behind them.

The Produce of this Country is in every Inftance the fame
with that of the others, as is it’s Trade; both of which are
capable of much greater Improvements than the former, for
this Reafon, that they are not yet nearly fo much improved.

The Caufe of this Backwardnefs though being no other
than the Impoffibility of attending to too many Things at
one Time, it is to be hoped that it will foon ceafe; and
New Ferfey, from the Example of it’s Neighbouring Coun-
tries, perhaps from the Spreading of their Inhabitants, as the
Means of Improvement are the fame, rife to that Figure in
itfelf, and Importance to Great Britain, for which it is fo

well and abundantly qualified.

The Trade of this Province being at prefent carried on
folely with and fiom New York and Penn/ylvania, though
it wants not good and convemient Ports of it's own, is
infeperably included, both inwards and outwards, with theirs,
to which 1t makes no inconfiderable Addition, efpecially in
the valuable Article of Copper-Ore, the greater Part of which,
exported by them, 1s raifed here.

I bhave the Honour, &c.

L E T=
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My Lorbp,

ROM New Ferfey we come to Virginia and Maryland,

two Colonies in all Refpeds circumftanced fo exaétly
alike by Nature, and fo inexplicably conne@ed with each
other in Trade and Intercoufe, that though politically di-
vided into diftiné Governments, they are in themielves to be
confidered rather as Parts of one, than as different Countries,
any Attempt at drawing a Lme between them in the Scale
of their Commerce, being much more difficult to execute,
than the Execution of it would be advantageous.

I fhall therefore lay before your Lordfhip a State of their
Trade, as it 1s joint]} carried on by them at prefent, with
out entering here into any other Specification of their Pro-
duce; or Proof of their natural Aptitude for ftill farther Im-
provement.

M Cou-
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CommoDITIES exported from Great Britain to
Virginia and Mag//aﬂd

Wrought Iron, Steel, Copper, Pewter, Lead,)
and Brafs — Hemp — Cordage — Sail-Cloth —
Broad-Cloths—S8. tzgﬁ—-—F/ﬂﬂm s—Colchefler-Bays
— Long-Ells—Britifb, Irifb, and Foreign Linens |
—Silks—Gold, and Silver Lace—Toys—Millirne- 1
ry, H, a&erdaﬂ)et:y, and Hofiery Geods—Hats—
Gloves—Bir mmgbam, and Sheffield If/'mc.r——-Up— L 86 5,,on
bolflery,  Cabinet, Ship-Chandlery, and Sadlery |
W ares—Earthen IWares—Grindflones—Painter’s |
Colours— Pickles—Seeds—Fifbing Tackle— Checfe ‘
—Strong-beer—Smoaking  Pipes—Snuffs—Wines
——Sp:rm, and Medmnal Drugs, all which coft
at an Average of three Years =~ —  —

The firft Thing that ftrikes the View, in this State of the
Trade of thefe Provinces, is the Balance that appears upon
the Face of it, again{’c Great Britain. But this, as hath
been obferved in other Inftances, is only in Appearance,  All
the Articles exported from Great Britain to Virginia, and
Maryland, are of our own Produce and M.mufa&urt, except
a very flu ; and thefe alfo are of our own Importation, 1n
the moft lucrative Channels of our Trade 5 fo that our Profit

upon them bears a near Proportion to, if it doss not equ al
their
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ComMoDpITIES exported from F7rginia and Mary-
land to Great Britain, and other Markets.

Tobacco, 96,000 Hhds at [ 8 — — [ 768,000
Indian-Corn—Beans—Peas, &c. — — 30,000
W heat, 40,000 Quarters, at 20s — — 40,000
Decr, and other Skins — - — 2 5,000
Iron, in Bars and Pigs —_— — 35,000
Mafts—Pant—Staves—Tur pentine, aﬂd Tar — 55,000
Safjafras—Snake-root—Ginfeng, &ec. = — = — 7,000
Flax-Seed, 7,000 Hhds at 40's — — 14,000
Pi:kled Pork—Bee/—Hams, and Bacon — — 15,000
Sbips built for Sa/e, 30 at [ 1,000 —  — 30,000
* Hemp, 1,000 Tons, at [ 21 — — 21,000

The whole at a like Average of three Years /[ 1,040,000

their firft Coft to us:” Whereas, not an inconfiderable Part
of the Exports of Virginia and ﬂ[my land, goes to JlL n unh~
Louring C()]()r11Ls, in' Exchange for Articles of their Pmuuu
with which we could not fupply them, but at fecond hand,
and confequently fo much dearer, that it would be equally
abfurd and oppreflive, to expeét they fhould take them
from us.

M2 But
“ Belide this U antity of Hemp ex; mrt(d raw to Great Britain, they raile
4.000 Tons more, and 2,000 Tons uI Flax, which they work up at home

tor their own Ulss,
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But this is far from being the Circumftance of moft Ad-
vantage in the Trade of thefe Provinces. The capital Arti-
cle of their Produce is Tobacco, a Commodity, which, ex-
clufive of the private Profits of Trade to the Merchant, yields
immediately to the Publick a Revenue greater than any other,
in the whole Circle of eur Commerce.

To prove this, I mult beg leave to obferve to your Lord-
fhip, that of the 96,000 Hhds of Tobacco imported annual-
ly into. Great Britain from Firginia and Maryland, only
13,500 Hhds are cornfumed at home, the Duty paid by
which, at the Rate of ,(: 26 1 o per Hhd, amounts to
/ 351,675 ; the remaining 82,500 Hhds being exported
by our Merchants to the other Parts of Ewrope, and their
Value returned to Grear Britain,

It muft be unneceflary to enter into a Detail or Proof of -

the Advantages arifing from fuch a Trade, which from.
the Overflowing of a Nom-neceffary, keeps in our Hands a
Balance againft thofe Neceffaries, which we are obliged to
purchafe from other Countries, indifpenfibly, and thercfore
at a Lofs  They prove themfelves on the bare Mention of
them. I fhall therefore only add, that this fingle Trade gives
conftant Employment to 330 Sail of Ships, and 3,960 Sailors,
to fhew that it's Advantages are not confined only to our
Wealth, but extend to the moft effential Part of our National

' Strcngth alfo.

It it natural to think that Advantages fo obvious, and fo

great, have not been negleéted. The Truth is, the Culuva-
tion,
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tion of this Commodity has been carried as far as it will
bear, there not being Vent for any greater Quantity than
is now raifed. But this does not preclude thefe Provinces
from Improvement in other Inftances. Attention to their
Tobacco has made them in a great Meafure neglcét the Tillage
of Corn, and be too. remifs even in the Articles of Hemp
and Flax, for all which they are moft happily fituated. To
thefe they fhould be encouraged to apply themfelves with
Spirit, as alfo to the Manufa&ures of moft immediate Necef-
fity to them, and leaft Profit to the Importer from other
Countries.

The Evils indeed arifing from the Negle& of thefe indif-
penfibly neceflary Articles, at length. begin to be perceived:
by the People of thefe Colonies, who have accordingly made
fome weak Efforts in Agriculture to raife the Corn neceffary
for their own Subfiftence, and free themfelves from the Ex-
pence and Danger of depending for their daily Bread upon:
other Countries, when put fo bountifully within their reach:
by Heaven. But the Attempts of Individuals are liable to.
too many Interruptions; and at the beft will advance too
flowly to remedy an Evil, that has taken fo deep Root, if
they are not both encouraged and affifted by publick Mu-

niticence.

I prefume not, my Lord, to dire& the Manner in which
this is to be done. 'The bare Hint is all that can come with
Propriety from me to your Lordfhip; nor is it to be doubted,
but thofe to whom his Majefty has delegated the Care, will
with the Example of our Tillage-A& before their Eyes, foon,

{ce
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fee the Expediency of what is here fuggefted, and apply the
molt effeétual Meafures for carrying it happily into Execution.

The Benefits which-muft neceffarily arife from this Policy
have been fhewn in the former Inftances, in which it has
been recommended. To what has been there faid, I fhall

not tl‘CfP‘lfS upon your Lordfhip with any further Add1t=on,

t" n that in the Cafe of thefe Provinces, it feems in fome -

Meafure more immediately neceffary, than in any other,
the Want of -a Variety of internal- Employment having weak-
ened the Spirit of Induftry, and of courfe introduced a Turn
to Diffipation and Expence in the Inhabitants, of all De-
srees, that muft inftantly affe&, and if not corre&ted, in Courfe
of Time totally overturif the Profperity of any Country.

I bave the Homour, &c.

L E T-
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My Lorp,

EXT to Firginie and Maryland, lie the two Pro-

“vinces of North, and South Carolina. The almoft
total Negle®, under which the former of thefe Provinces
lay, till very lately; and the very little Advances made even
ye, in the Improvement of it, can be accounted for only
from this Obfervation, that the firft Settlement of Countries
is directed by Chance, much more than by Choice; and that
even where fuch Choice can be madc, all Things cannot
be attended to, at one Time. Well 1t is, that our Eyes are
at length opened to Advantages, which Blindnels onl ; could
overlook ; and that Leifure begins to be found to improve a
Country, whofe Soil and Climate court Cultivation with Af-
furances of the moft grateful Returns,

Under fuch Difadvantages, it cannot be expeéted that the
(I had almoft faid infant) Trade of this Province, can have
arifen to any confiderable Height.  The following Account
fhews it in it’s prefent State.  What it may be improved to
fhall be confidered aiter.

) 7
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ComMmoODITIES exported from Great-Britain to
North Carolina.

Wrought-Iron, Steel, Copper, Lead, Pewter,)
and Brafs—DBirmingham, and Sheffield Wares—
Hemp— Cordage— Sail-Cloth— Broad-Cloths—
Stuffs—Flannels—Colchefter Bays, and Long Ells
— Sadlery—Haberdafbery— Millinery, and Ho-
fiery Goods— Hatts— Gloves— Gold and Silver
La:e—Silks—DBritifb, Irifb, and Foreign Linensy [ 18,000
— Uprolftery, and Cabinet-Wares — Earthen-
W ares— Grindflones— Fifbing-Tackle— Garden-
Seeds— Toys— Cheefe— Pickles— Strong-Beer—
Smoaking-Pipes— Snuffs—Wines— Spirits— Me-
dicina! Drugs—  All which coft at an Average
of three Years — — — —

7

The Excefs of the Expoits of this Province over it's Im-
ports from Great Britain, is to be accounted for in the
fame Manner, as the like Excefs has been in other Inftances.
Much the greater Part goes to the neighbouring Colonies,
in Exchange for Commodities of their Produce, fo that the
Ba'ance upon the whole 1s in Favour of Great Britain.

But no Judgement can juftly be formed of the Value of
this Province from the prefent Amount of it's Trade, as
hath
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ComMoODITIES exported from North Carolina to
Great-Britain, and other Markets. :

Rice, 2000 Barrels, at 408 — — — L 4000
T&hzcca, 2000 Hhds at £ 7 s — - 14,000
Pitch, Tar, and Turpentine, 51,000 Barrels, at 7s 17,850
Boards, Staves, Foifts, Shingles, Mafts, and Lumber 1 5,000

Indian Corn, Peas, and other Grain — — 7,000
Live Stock of different Kinds _ = - 5,000
Skins of different Kinds —— — — 55500

The whole at an Average of three Years L 68,350

hath been obferved before.  Every Article of it’s Produce
might be pufhed to many Times the Quantity it is now at;
and many new Articles introduced with a Certainty of Suc-
cefs, were the Advantages of Nature properly purfued. Pitch,
&c. and Rice, are the only Commodities which NVors- Ca-
rolina now fends to Europe. The two former muft neceffarily
increafe, with the Encreafe of Inhabitants, from the (lcarmg
of the Country, as the Settlements arc extended ; and the
Certainty of a good Market will encourage the Cultivation of
N the
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the latter, as an Auticle of Commerce, as well as for Home-
Confumption.

The moit obvious of the new Articles, which may be in-
troduced into the Trade of this Province, are Corz and Wine.
No Argument can be wanted to enforce the Cultivation of
thefe /5‘/3 Naceflaries, if not Indifpenfibles of Lite, wherever
Nature will allow it. * Bread (made of Corn) is < ¢he Staﬁ.
of Life:” and * Wine maketh glad the Heart of Man."—
All therefore that can be neceﬁ'ary for the prefent Purpofe
is to prove, that this Country is not improper for their Pro-
du&ion.

‘And in this, my Lord, I have the Advantage of having
Reafon fupported by Experience. The Appearance of the
Soil, and Temperature of the Climate {oon tempted the Eu-
ropean Settlers to try the Growth of Corn in various Parts
of this Country, in every one of which the Succefs has in-
variably an{wered their moft fanguine Expe&ations. But they
have gone but little, or no further.  Satisfied with the Ex-
periment, or unable to punfue it, at leaft with any View to
Commerce, they go on in the beaten Path, turning their
Backs to an Advantagc {o obvious, and fo great., ‘That
{uch Advantagt, muft really arife from the Culture of Corn
for Exportation, will fuﬁl(:lcntly appear from this fingle Con-
{ideration; that this is the laft of the Bruzifh Provinces, to
the Southward, that will produce Corn; and confequently
that it can fupply the more Southern Colonies, at a cheaper
Rate, than thofe at a greater Diftance,

Though
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Though the Experiments hitherto made for the Culture of
the Vme, have not, for obvious Reafons, been fo many,
nor fo extenfive as the former, the Succefs has be¢n abun-
dantly fufficient to encourage the Purfuit of them; and
{carce leaves a Doubt but this Country is capable of pro-
ducing the Wines of Switzerland, Germany, and France, in
Quantities fufficient to fupply all our Colonies, and of fuch
%ahty, as perhaps in Time to tempt the Mother-Country
to give it a Share of that Trade with her, in thofe Articles,
which 1s now wholly in the Hands of Strangers.

The Advantages, which muft refult from this, are in a
Manner {elf-evident.  Wine is in fuch univerfal Ufe, that the
Countries which cannot produce, muft purchafe it; as the
Want of it will not be difpenfed with by any.

That the Climate and Soil of Great Britain will not
bring the Grape to fuch Perfe&ion as to make it’s Juice in
Requeit, either for Health or Pleafure, has been long
known! That the Climate, and Soil of feveral of our
Southern Provinces in Awmerica, begmning at this of Narzh
Carolina, will, has been fufhiciently proved by Experience!
Why we fhould not then encourage our own Subje@s to
plOdll(C a Sufficiency of it, not only for their own Ufe,
but alfo to fupply us, and fo give the Profits of the Trade
to them, from whom it will return ultimately to ourfelves,
rather than to other Nations, cannot be reconciled with
any Principles of common Prudence, much lefs of found
Policy.

N 2 ' I have
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I have mentioned only thefe two Articles, my Lord, not
as all which may be added to the Commercial Stock of this
Province, but as the moft obvious, and eafieft to fucced in;
and becaufe I would not diftratt the Attention, by pro-
pofing too many Obje&s at once. In the Purfuit of thefe,
many others will naturally open themfelves, .in Circumftances
which will beft point out the proper Methods of purfuing
them alfo; and thefe I have only juft touched upon here,
as I fhall have Occafion to. purfue the Sub_]e& in other In-

{tances.

I have the Honour, &c.

L ET-
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My Lorp,.- |

N the Complaint of Negle& made by North-Carolina, the-

next Province of South-Carolina has no right to join in
any Senfe. Of all the Britifb Colonies in Awmerica, this has
been cultivated with moft Attention, Spirit, and Expence ;
and the Succefs has been anfwerable. The Country is well
peopled ; and wears a Face of Improvement and Civilization,
{carce inferior to any Part of Eurepe. It’s aboriginal Pro-
duéts are cultivated with proper Care; and the Produé&s of:
other Countries introduced, and carried nearer to the Perfec-
tion of their Nature, than Exoticks in any other Country we

know.

The Advantages derived from this flourifhing Colony (by
the Mother Country) will appear from the following State of
it's Trade.

Com-
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CommopITIES exported from Great-Britain to

wwe s South-Carolina..

Wrought-Iron, Steel, Copper, Pewter, Brafs)
and Lead mB.zrmmgl)apz and Sheffield W ares—
Hemp— Cordage— Sail-Cloth— Broad-Cloths —
Sruﬁs——Fl(mne/s-——Cofcbe/z’er—Bczys—Laﬂg—Ells—-
Sadlery—Haberdafbery— Millenery—and Hoftery
Goods— Hats—Gloves—Gold and Sitver Lace—
Silks—Bririfly, Irifb, and. Foreign-Linens—Up-
holflery, and Caémet W ares—Earthen Wares—
Grindffones — Toys — Garden-Seeds — Checfe—
Pickles— Strong: Beer — Smoaking-pipes— Snuffs

. @

L[ 365,000

— W ines— Medicinal Dmg.r—-AJl which ceft at |

an Averape of three Years - -, - e

The high Amount, and Nature of the Exports from Grear

Britain to this Colony (all conﬁi‘ting of it’s own
immediate Manufa&ures) fhew the Tmportance

Produce and
of 1it: The

Excels of the Exports of South-Carolina over thefe Imports,
is to be accounted for in the fame Manmner, as the like Excefs
has been in other Inftances. What Improvements this Coun-

try, and of Courle, it's Trade, is lill capable of,

to be confidered.

comes now

The
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CommonITIES exported from South-Carolina, to
Great-Brztam, and other Markets.

Rice, 110,000 Barrels, at 40 — £ 220,000 0 ©
Pitch; Tar;and Turpentine, 8,000 Barrcls,at 6s8d - 2,666 13 4
Pickled Porky and Beef ~— ~— — — 25,000 ,0 0
Deér and other Skins — — _— = 45,000 0 0
Indige, 500,000 1b. at 25 - — 50,000 . 0 0
Boards, Mafls, Staves, TJoifts, &c. — 20,000 0 o
Indian-Corn, Peas, Beans, and. Callivances — 12,000 0 .0
Live Stock and Sundries — ~—~—'| — | — | 15000 0 0
Ships built - for Sale, 10 at’ £ 600 = — 6,000 1 0 0

The whole at an Average of three Years [ 395,666 13 4

The favourable chlefentatlon which T have made of this
Province to your Lordfhip, muft not be applied indifcrimi-
nately to the Whole, nor taken to preclude all Neceflity of
farther Improvements of it.

The firft Settlements being naturally made as near as pofli-
ble to the Sea; the Improvements of the Country of Courfe
begun there: But though they have been extended from
thence a great Way inwards, there ftill remains a much great-

cr



[ 96 ]

e Extent unimproved, at leaft comparatively to what it is ca-
-pable of. TUH .

In Praife of the Spirit and Induftry of the Inhabitants,
and for the Encouragement of their Succeflors to follow fo
laudable an Example, it is proper to be obferved, that by much
the greater Part where the Improvements above-mentioned
have been fo fuccefsfully made, was not only the moft difh-
cult to work upon, but alfo the leaft qualified by Nature to
make a fuitable Return, the Country adjoining to the Sea,
and from thencenear eighty Miles inwards, being moftly a
dead Flat, and of a light, {hallow, fandy Soil ; though a
late Difcovery has fhewn that this very Soil is in a peculiar
Manner adapted to produce one of the moft valuable Articles
of Commerce. )

But from the Commencement of the Hilly Country to
the Extremity of the Province, Heaven has beftowed it’s
Bleflings with a moft bounteous Hand. The Air is infi-
nitely more temperate, and healthful, than nearer to the Sea.
The Hills are covered with valuable Woods! The Vallies
watered with beautiful Rivers! and the Fertility of the Soil is
equal to every vegetable Produétion.  All that remains there-
fore is to turn thefe Bleflings to our beft Advantage.

From the foregoing State of the Exports of this Country,
it appears that the capital Article_ of it’s Production is Rice.
Great as the Quantity already raifed of this is, a ftill greater
might be raifed, to anfwer any new Demand, The Quan-
titics of Skins, and Pitch, &c. would neceflanly increafe with

the
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the Settlement of the back Country. The Importance of
Indigo, the Produce of the fandy Soil hinted at above, is al-
ready too well known, to require any Illuftration, or Argu-
ment to urge Attention to it,

T he only new Article, both of Commerce and Home-con-
fumptmn, obvioufly and immediately neceffary to be intro-
duced into the Stock of this Country is ##ine. 'The Expe-
diency of making this, wherever Nature will allow it, has
been {ufhiciently thewn in the preceding Inftance of Vorzh-Ca-
rolina, . 'To what has been there advanced, it is {uflicient to
add, in the prelent Cafe, that Sowzh-Carolina has been proved
by repeated Experiments, to be capable of producing the fame
Wines of Switzerland, Germany, France, and Portugal as her
more Northern Sifter, and that too with an equal, at leaft, if
not a greater Degree of Perfection.

I am aware that there is another Article, of which fome
Experiments have been made, and {peculative Men talked
much, as capable of being cultivated with Advantage in this
Colony. This is S7k.  The Importance of fuch an Addi-
tion to the Trade of any Country requires no Proof. The
only Queftion is, whether that Importance, great as it is, may
not be purchflfc,d at too high a Price. The Thinnefs of Po-
pulauon, in all our Colonies, makes every Artldc, that - re-
quires many Hands, come fo dear, that it is found better
to import than make them. Add to this, that our next Co-
lony of Georgia is in every Refpeét much better adapted to
the Production of this valuable Article, than Sowzh-Carolina,
Let us then confine the Cultivation of it to the latter, and

O not,
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not, by fecking more than we can compai's, run the Hazard
of neglecting whEV 5 FRCoM Power, and fo lofing the Sub-
ftance to grafp at the Shadow.

The fame may be faid with Refpect to Cotton, which,
though poffible to be produced here, is yet the natural Pro-
duce of the more Southern Colonies, from whence it may, of
Courfe, be had with more Advantage.

I have not, my Lord, faid any Thing of the Probability
of difcovering valuable Mines, in either of the Colonies of
WNorth or South-Carolina, for feveral Reafons. Where the
certain Advantages are fufficiently great, it is unneceffary, if
not dangerous, to propofe fuch as are doubtful te the Pur-
fuit. Befide, that I really think the Riches earned by gradual
Induftry are in their Confequences mﬁmtely more valuable,
than thofe which come upon us, as it were, in an accidental
Shower,

I bave the Honour, &c.

L E T-
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My Lorbp,

U R next Province, to the Southward of the Carolinas,

is Georgia. 'Though the Neceflity of eftablithing a
Barrier between our’s, and the Spani/b Colonies, the firft Mo-
tive for forming a Settlement in this Country, has been re-
moved by the Ceflion of the Floridas to Great Britain, the
Attempt has opened other Advantages of Weight abundant-
ly fufhcient to determine us not to relinquith the Undertak-
ing, the Soil and Climate being found to be particularly
proper for the Produétion of fome moft valuable Commodi-
ties, which our other Colonies cannot produce in equal Per-
fe&ion, nor at all without much more Labour and Expence,

But before I enter into an Inveftigation of what this Coun-
try is capable of producing, I fhall firft lay before your Lord-
thip a State of it’s prefent Trade, according to the Plan I have
purfued, through the Courfe of this Undertaking,

O 2 Con-
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CoMMoDITIES exported from Great Britain to
Georgia.

Wrought Irom, Steel, Copper, Pewter, Lead,)
and Brafs—Birmingham, and Sheffield Wares—
Hemp — Cordage — Sail-Cloth— Broad-Cloths—
Stuffs— Flanne!s— Colchefter-Bays— Long-Ells—
Sadlery—Haberdafbery— Millinery—and  Hofrery
Goods— Hats—Gloves—Gold, and Silver Lace— |
Silks—Britifb, Irifh, and Foreign Linens—Ear tb~ £ 49,000
en Ware—Grindflones—Fifbing Tackle— Painter’s |
Colowrs—Ship-Chandlery Goads— Manchefler Goods
— Uplolflery, and Cabinet Wares — Stationary
W ares— Books—Toys— Garden Seeds—Smoaking
Pipes— Snuffs— Strong-beer— I ines—Medicinal
Drugs, all which coft atan Average of three Years )

Inconfiderable as the Amount of this may at firft View ap-
pear, yet when the very late Eftablifhment of the Colony,
and the very many Difhculties it has had to ftruggle with,
are taken into the Confideration, it will appear more worthy
of Remark, that it fhould have rifen fo high. The Reafon
of the Exccfs of 1t's Exports over i(’s Imports has been alrea-
dy explained in fimilar Inftances,

The
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COMMODITIES exported from Georgia, to Great
Britain, and other Markets.

Rice, 18,000 Barrels, at 40 s - — £ 36,000
Indigo, 17,000 lb. at 25 — — — 1,700
Sitk, 2,500 lb. at 20s — — — 2,500
Deery and other Skins — — —_ 17,000
Boards, Staves, &c. — — — 11,000

Torsoife-Shell, Drugs, Cattle, and Live Stock, &c. 6,000

The whole at a like Average of three Years [ 74,200

The capital Articles in the prefent Trade of Georgia, are
Rice, Indigo, and Skins; every one of which may, and moft
probably will, for the Reafons given in the preceding Inftances
of the Carolinas, be pufhed to many Times the above A-
mount, as the Scttlement of the Country {hall be extended.

But the Impormnce of this Province is not refted on thele
Axticles alone, important as they evidently are. In Addition
to them, others of equal, perhaps greater Weight in the Scale »

of
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of Commerce, may be introduced. . Thefe are Zize, and
- Silk. - | '

The Expedlency, I may almoft fay Neceﬁity, of cultivating
the Vine, wherever it can be brought to Perfe&ion, has
been already thewn. To what has been there laid down, it
it fufficient to add in the prefent Inftance, that this Province
of Georgia, has been proved by Experience to be in every
Refpe& proper for produeing the Wines of Portugal, Spain,
Im/y, Madeira, and the Canaries, of Quality . at leaft not
inferiour to what we purchafe from thefe Countries, and in
Quantities equal to our Demand for them.

The National Advantages which muft neceffarily refult
from bringing home fuch a Trade to ourfelves, from the
Hands of Foreign Nations, are felf-evident. I fhall therefore
fay no more on the Occafion, than that if the Condué of the
Firft of the Countries above-mentioned, from whence we are
now chiefly fupplied with Wine for our Home-Confumption,
for fome Years paft, is adverted to, indignant and juft Re-
{fentment will enforce the Purfuit of fuch a Meafure,

The Arguments adduced in the Cafe of #ine, may, in a
great Degree, be a pplied to S7k.  Ufe has brought it to be
reckoned almoft a Neceflfary of Life. At leaft the Want of
it will not be dlfpenfed with by thofe who can poffibly pur-
chafe it, at any Price. The Produéion of this Article there-
fore, if only in Quantity fufficient for our own Ufe, muft be
an important Saving ; if fufficient to be introduced into fo-
reign ‘I'rade, a moft important Addition to the publick Stock.

The
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The Climate of Gesrgia has been found to agree in every
Refpe@ with the Silk-Worm ; the Vegetables, which are it’s
natural Food, are indigenous to it; and the Silk, that has
been produced there, has proved equal in Quality to the befl,
that can be purchafed any where. The only Obftacle then
that appears to oppofe the Purfuit of fo advantageous an Ob-
je&, is the Want of a fufficient Number of Hands to prepare
it in fuch a Quantity as may deferve publick Attention. But
even this Obftacle leflens, when taken into nearer Confider-

ation.

The only Hands, required to fit the Work of the Silk-
Worm for T'rade, are thofe of Women, and Children, before
they arrive at Age and Strength for more laborious Occupa-
tions. That the Application of thefe to this Branch will not
interfere with any other that can be of publick Concern, is
obvious; as it is alfo a known Fa&, that the Number of
People encreafes in Proportion to the Encreafe of the Support
which they can earn by their Induftry. While the Men there-
fore turn their Attention and Time to fuch Bufinefs, as they
only can execute, that Part of their Families, which would
otherwife be a Burden upon their Induftry, and keep them
in continual Want, and Depreffure of Spirits, will, by the
Means here propofed, reverfe the whole Scene, filling their
Habitations with Plenty, and their Hearts with Gladnefs, the
true, and never-failing Sources of Papulation. That this 1s
not vifionary Speculation, and that this Trade is capable of
producing the Effes here afcribed to it, appears in all the
Countries, where it 1s purfued, which though labouring un-
der many Difficulties, and Difcouragements unknown i the

Dominions
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Dominions of Great Britain, are flill full of an healthy and
- chearful People.

I have thus, my Lord, endeavoured to point out the Ad-
vantages, which may be reaped from this, till very lately
negleéted Country.  That in the Purfuit of thefe many others
may open themfelves, 1s more than probable.  But I have re-
ligioufly adhered to the Principle laid down at my Entrance

upon this Undertaking, to advance nothing upon meer Con-
je&ure, or which I cannot vouch upon my own Experience.

There are other Particulars, befide what immediately re-
Jates to the Produce and Trade of this Colony, which in
their Confequences muft affet them, aad therefore well de-
{orve Attention. But [ fhall referve thefe for another Letter,
as they are applicable alfo to the Country which comes next
under Confideration ; and this is already fivelled to too great a
L\.ngth

I have the Homonr, &c.

L E T-




[ 105 ]

RO RO 300 00 M X RO MO
RIS D NSRS ol e | IR 9

My Lorp,

E are at length arrived at Florida, the Boundary of

the Britifhb Empire, and confequently the End of our
Travels on the Continent of America. A new Acquifition
of Territory is always the Subje& of much Speculation, and
Controverfy.  This of Florida has been {fo much, and fo con-
trarily defcribed, fince it came into our Poffeflion, that a
Word on either Side of the Queftion is fure of meeting Con-
tradiéion. In fuch Cafes, the middle Way is generally held
to be the fafefts in this it is certainly the right; the Advan-
tages and Difadvantages, the Praife and Difpraife of this
Country being equally exaggerated, in every Particular, and
that from the fame Motive of Self-intereft. This will appear
when it is confidered who the Perfons are, who have given

{fuch Defcriptions.

The People, who have obtained Grants of Lands in Florida,
and want to fettle or fell them, reprefent the whole Country
as a Canaan, ¢ flowing with Milk and Honey,” in order to
tempt Purchafers, or allure Adventurers to go thither with
them. The Army, who have been fent there to take and
keep the Poffeflion, exclaim againit it as an A e/dama, < o
Field of Blood,” defigned to be the burying Place of all
Strangers, who are fa unh:lpp_v as o go there.

: X Contra-
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Contradiéory as thefe Reprefentations are, it is not fo dif-
ficult, as it may appear, to reconcile them. The Sea-coafts,
where the Fortrefles, judged neceflary for proteéting the Na-
vigation, and maintaining the Poffeflion, have been ere@ed,
are barren, and unhealthy, in an extream Degree. . The in-
land Country, from the Commencement of the Hills, 1s health-
ful, and not only fertile in all it’s aboriginal Producions;
but alfo fit to produce many exotick to it, in the higheft
Perfection.  All neceflary therefore to decide between the
different Charadters, drawn with equal Warmth and Confi-
dence of Affertion, of Frbridcz, 1s to diftinguifh between thofe
two Parts of it, and give to each it’s own. The Confe-
quence in refpeét to the former is obvious. Of the latter, it
is not mine to judge: All that comes within my Province,
being to point out the Advantages, in a commercial' View,
which this Country is capable of producing to Grear Britain.

Florida is divided, like Carolina, into two Provinces of the
fame Name, and diftinguifhed only by their Situation on
the Eaflorn, or WWeffern Sides of the Country.

Mot of the Difadvantages, indifcriminately imputed to the
whole Country, fhould be confined to Eaf# Fiorida, which is
for the greater Part, a flat, fmdv, and almeft barren Defert.
'The nmt confiderable Fortrefs and Port for Trade in this
Province is Sz, Augufiine.

It is not to be cxpe@ed, that a Settlement fo new, and
under fuch Circumitances, can have yet made any very con-
{iderable Advances in Trade. Qur Exports to Sz Augufline
confilt of the fame Commedities, as thofe to the neighbour~

l!';g
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ing Provinces of Georgig and Carolina, and amount to about
£ 7,000 annually. Imports from thence, we have yet re-
ceived none worth bringing to Account.

It muft not be concluded from hence though, that the
Country is incapable of producing any Commodities proper
for Exportation ; or that it may not be brought to take off
much greater Quantities of ours, than it does at prefent.
The Contrary is the Fa&, in both Inftances. With proper
Cultivation it will produce Rice, Indigo, Silk, Wines, and -
Cochineal, {fo as to be brought.into Commerce on advanta-
geous Terms. The Importance of thefe Articles requires no
Proof, 'The laft in particular will be one of the moft advan-
tageous Additions, that can be made to our commercial Stock,
as it enters deeply into the Manufaturing of fome of our moft
valuable Commedities, for which Purpofe we are now obliged
to purchafe it from others, at what Price they pleafe to im-
pofe ; whereas if we produce it ourfelves, we fhall not onl
fave the greater Part of that Price, and thereby be enabled
to carry thofe Manufadtures to Market on cheaper Terms,
than we can at prefent ; but alfo to turn the Scales, and fet
our own Price upon it to other Countrics.

The Importance of this Colony though arifes not from the
immediate Produce of this or any other Article, however im-
portant in itfelf; but from the Advantage of it’s Situation,
indecd of the whole Country of Florida, for carrying on-a
Trade with the Spanifb Colonies ; it being certain that a re-
gular Intercourfe might be eftablithed with them, which
would open a Vent for the Commodities of Grear Britain,

Py and
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and yield Returns for them in Gold and Silver, the moft
proﬁtable of all Kinds of Commerce, to an Amount fupe-
riour to any Trade we have.

I bhave the Honour, &c.

)Kﬂ'i:ﬁ%(%)@(%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ)&)ﬂ(%)ﬁ(%(%%%#?ﬁ%%Kﬁ%@ﬁ)ﬁimﬂmﬁ

P adcateckE. R XX

My Lorbp,
S the Difadvantages under which Eaef Florida has been

thewn to labour, extend not to it’s Sifter Province of
IVeft Florida, the latter confequently adds the Importance of
internal Produce, and Aptitude for Population, to that of
peculiar Situation for Trade with the Spazifh Colonies, in
which, as hath been obferved before, it fhares equally with
it ; there not being perhaps on the whole Continent of -
rica, any Place better qualified by Nature to afford not only
all the Neceffaries of Life, but alfo all the Pleafures of Ha-
bitation, than that Part of this Country, which lies upon the

Fanks of the Mififipi.

Of this Difference between thefe two Provinces, the differ-
ent Amount of their refpe&ive Trades, occafioned by the
Difference between their Population, is the beft Proof.

Com-
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ComMopiITIES exported from Great-Britain to
Penfacola, the Capital of 77¢ft Florida.

Wrought-Tron, Steel, Copper, Pewter, Brafs
and Lead — Birmingham and Sheffield 17 ares—
Hemp— Cordage— Sail-Cloth— Broad-Cloths —
Stuffs—Flannels—Colchefter-Bays— Long - Ells— |
Manchefler Goods— Hofrery— Haberdafbery—and |
Millenery Goods—Gloves—Hats—Britifb, Irifb,
and Foreign Linens—Gold and Sikver Lace—Silks \
—India Goods—Cabinet—U pholftery—and szp-
Chandlery Wares—Painter’s Colowurs—Pi&lures—
Books — Stationary Wares — Earthen Wares—
Grindflones — Toys — Smoaking-pipes— Cheefe—

Strong Beer—W mes———PwHes—bnuﬁs--all which

coft at an Average of threeYears 3 o

£ 97,000

The ComMopITIES exported from Penfacola to

Great-Britain, are

Skins— Logwood— and other dying Woods— and}
Silver in Dollars—amounting annually to

£ 63,000

The Infancy of the Colony will fufficiently account for
the Fewnels of the Articles in the above Lift of Ex Xports ; as

ll
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it will alfo for the Balance againft them in Value; the Surplus
being indifpenfibly neceffary to effeét'the Settlement, and keep
2 Stock in Hand for the Spanifb Trade, till a fufficient Fund
thall be eftablifhed for that Purpofe. -

Befide the Articles here enumerated, 27ef Florida vyields
all the Weft-Indian Produce naturally ; and is alfo ca-
pable of producing many of the moft valuable Articles of
other Countries, partlcularly Medicinal Druggs of {cveral
Kinds, Wines, Indigo, and Cochineal, all of which are of
fuch known Importance in Commerce, that no Argument
can be neceflary to enforce the Cultivation of them.

A Country fo rich in commercial Produce, and fo happily
{ituated for the richeft Species of foreign Commerce, cannot
want People. It’s Advantages only want to be known to
draw Men of Enterprize and Genius from every other Coun-
try to the Harveft, efpecially under the Protection of fuch a
Government as that of Great Britain, which enfures the free
Enjoyment of their Acquifitions to them ; and fo makes every
Son of Freedom it’s own.

In what I had the Honour to fuggeft to your Lordfhip con-
cerning the Province of Georgia, T mentioned referving fome

immr Hints to another hcc This, my Lord, is t]]L Place
I meant.

It has been obferved, that the original Motive of Great
Britain for feetling Georgia, was to eftablifh a Barrier between
our
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our other Colonies, particularly the Garolinas, and the Spaniards
and their Iadiansy, in Florida. |

The Acquifition of Florida, inftead of taking away, has
in reality heightened the Neceflity of fuch a Barmier, by
changing the Place of it; as it is evident, that the Spanizrds
will be doubly jealous of a Colony, advanced {fo much nearer
to their’s, and fituated fo conveniently for a T'rade with them,
that counteraéts a fundamental Principle of their Govern-
ment, that of keeping the Supply of their American Domi-

nions with Ewrepean Commodities entirely. in their own
Hands. | :

That a military Force, and Fortrefles, or Places of Arms
are ‘indifpenfibly neceffary for the Purpofe of protedting a
Country that lies open to the Inroads of Enemies is evident ;
but though they may be the firft, they are by no Means the
only Neceflaries in the prefent Inftance; where the Indians,
the Enemies principally to be guarded againit, a& entirely by
Surprize, invading in {mall Parties like Robbers, murdering
the People, and deftroying all the Effeéts which they cannot
carry off.

The Incflicacy of Forts, and the Inability of Ewrapean
Soldiers to prote& a Country from f{uch Ravagers, have been
{hewn in former * Inftances; and the T Remedy proper to
be applied in the prefent Inftance, pointed out. Againft
the [ndians, while Enemies, there is no Safety, They muft

[

% Page 53. + Pages 25 and 26,
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be made Friends, to make their Neighbours fafe. Nor is
this difficult. In their natural Difpofitions they are brave,
honeft, generous, and friendly ; and as grateful for Benefits,
as revengeful of Injuries. Honeft, generous, and friendly
‘T'reatment will theretore evidently win them to our Intereft;
and this the more readily, as they know the Diif rence be-
tween it, and that of the Spaniards, whofe Oppreflions and
Cruelties they have a moft lively and indelible Senfe of ; and
will eagerly, and cordially conneét themfelves with thofe,
who fhall not only ufe them better; but allo give them a
Profpeét of Protection and Afliftance, whenever Occafion
may offer for their gratifying their darling Paffion of Re-
venge.

I mean not by this, my Lord, to ftimulate thefe unin-
formed People, to Aéts of Violence againit others, which we
complamn of ourfelves. I only fhew how we may avert this
Violence from our own Heads, fo effe¢tually as even to turn it
againft thofe of our Enemies, it we fhould be authorized by
Neceffity fo to de.

Nor is this the only Advantage, to be propofed with moral
Cerrainty of Succefs, from fuch a Conduct towards the native
indians.  Thev would foon learnour Manners, and, incor-
porating themielves with us, bccomc_:-l Part of our own Peo-
ple ;5 I will confidently fay, a moft ufeful Part, as they would
take that Labour upon them, which from the Diflerence of
Climates, we are unequal to; and fo free us from the Necet-
fity, and Danger of importing the untractable Negroes of
Africa, whole N umbers hourly threaten the Safety of our

Colonics
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Colonies, as their Expence is an heavy Burthen up)n their
Trade. -

I fhall not enter here into the Advantages, and Duty of
informing thefe Indians in the Chriftian Religion ; as it will
properly come into another Place, where the Application will
be more general.

I have the Honour, &c.

EREEEEERERRPEEREISFEREFREED OB 58 k%% "k k%

Léioibi of daiks B ol X 0k

My Lorp,

AVING thus ran down the whole Length of the
Britifb Empire, on the Continent of America, 1 {hall
beg your Lordfhip’s Leave to ftop here for a Moment, and
caft a Look back, over the immenfe Regions we have tra-

verfed.

At our fetting out on this Journey, I faid it was the mu-
tual Intereft of Britain and her Colonies, to preferve Harmo-
nv, and good Agreement with each cther. To prove the
firlt Part of this Pofition, Zhe Intereff of Britain, 1 have

4 diftinétly
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diftin&ly and faithfully fhewn the great Advantages, which

at prefent are, and the greater which yet may be received by
her from thefe her thriving Children. The Advantages reci-
procally received by the' Colonies, require no Proof. 1T hey
appear felf-evident, from the Nature of the Conne&ion, and
Intercourfe between them.  Their Wants are fupplied! Their
Weaknefs is fupported ! They fleep in Peace, and they awake
in Freedom ; under the Prote&ion of a powerful and indulg-
ent Parent !

It will probably be remarked, that in the Courfe of thefe
Obfervations, I have univerfally recommended Agriculture,
and Extention of Settlement.  The latter -eftablifhes itfelf s
it being evident, that the Wealth, Strength and Impor-
tance, of every Country are in 'Proportlon to it’s Population.
As to Agriculture, however ftrange it may appear to thofe,
who fearch no deeper than the Surface, ‘to propofe -the fame
Thing, in fo many Countrics, differing fo widely from each
other in every Circumftance, it will be found, upon clofer
Enquiry, that this is effentially, and cqually proper and ne-
ceflary for them all.

The greateft Difadvantage poflible for any Country to la-
bour under, is not to have the indifpenfible Neceflaries of
Life within itfelf; not only becaufe of the conftant Danger
of Delay or Mifcarriage of Supplies from other Couriffies . 1
but alfo becaufe thofe (,ountrlcs a]ways have 1t in their Power
to diftrefs the Purchafers by impofing what Price they pleafe
upon that, the Want of which they know cannot be difpenf-
¢d with. The fuft Thing thercfore to be taken Care of in

cltablifh-
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: eﬂ:abliﬂling_ f(}"rcign Colonies, is to enable them to raife their
own immbediate Subfiftence at Home, without being  obliged
to depend upon other Countries for it. Subfiftence,” may be
faid to be a Term fo comprehenfive as to include every Thing,
that may be eaten; but in the prefent Cafe, I ufe’it in a
more limited Senfe, and intend only that firft Neceflary of
Life, Bread, whether made of our Corn, or of Rice, the
Corn of the Southern Hemifphere ; any,”if not indeed all,
other Kind of Food, animal or vegetable, being unnecefiary,
in Comparifon with this. -

This fufliciently proves:the general and indifpenﬁble Ne-
ceflity of Agriculture; a Neceflity for which Heaven has
made as general Provifion, there not being any known Coun-
try on the Globe, which will not, with proper Cultivation,
yield this Support, this Staff of Life. And this ‘Neceflity
was fo obvious, that Tillage was the firt Exertion of Human
Induftry, and that to which the higheft Honour was an.
nexed, in the uncorrupted Simplicity of antient and true
Wifdom. Nor was the Prcheminence given: only by Man;
The Purfuit of it has ever been encouraged by Heaven above
all others, with the Rewards of Health, Strength, and In-
creafe, the firft Bleflings of Life. :

I would not be underftood by this to recommend Agricul-
ture equally, in all Countries. Many Circumftances may
vary the Degree, in which it fhould be purfued.  Climate,
Soil, Inconvenience for Exportation may clog it with fo ma~’
ny 'Difadvantages, that to attempt more than acquiring a

Sufliciency for immediate Subfiftence would be moft iml?ruw

Q.2 : dent,
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dent. Let that be amply provided every where! But let

thofe only who can carry their Harveft to an advantageous
Market, and on Terms of Advantage, go further. Plenty of
Corn at home makes every Thing neceflary for the Support
of Life plenty, and confequently cheap ; but as an Article of
Commerce, too much will glut the Market, and make it of
no Price: A Caution applicable alfo to the Fifheries on the
feveral Coalfts of Hudfon's Bay, Labrador, and Newfoundland,
&c. of the Produce of which, taken in proper Proportion,
there may be found advantageous and fuflicient Vent to efta-
blith their Profperity ; but if purfued too far in any one.
Place, it would ruin not only that, but alfo all the reft,

The fame Reftrition, my Lord, I muft beg Leave to.
make in other Inflances. In the Accounts I have given of
the feveral Provinces, which we have reviewed, L have care-
fully and faithfully enumerated every Article, which I know,
or have jult Reafon to think them capable of producing,
But I do not by this recommend the Culture of every Article
indifcriminately, every where.  Thofe only, which can be
produced to beft Advantage would I have purfued, at leaft
with any View to Commerce.

An Inftance or two will perhaps explain this more fully.

It has been fhewn, that South Carolina will produce Silk ;
and Georgia Cochineal.  This they moft certainly can do,
and that to Advantage, if we had no other Places, which
would produce them to greater; but as it is known that

Georgia will produce Silk, better than Sowzh Caroliva ; and
Florida
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Florida Cochineal better than Georgia, what an Abfur-
dity would it be to fly in the Face of Nature, and purfue
the Cultivation of either, where the bhas denied the Advan-
tage. It is right to know the Extent of every Country’s Pro-
duce! It is right to purfue only the moft advantageous.

There is another Particular, my Lord, which I have juft
glanced at in one or two Inftances, but which I am convinced
1s the Means moft effentially neceffary to be taken to pufh the
Advantages of thofe Colonies, to their natural Extent.” This
1s cultivating, eivilizing, chriftianizing, if I may {o fay, the

Natives.

The Advantages of this in a political, and the Duty in a
religious Light, are equally obvious. Nor can it be attend-
ed with any Difficulty, that fhould difcourage the Attempt..
Except in the fingle Inftance of Nova Scotia, the Difpofition:
of the native, and neighbouring Indians of every Country
we poflefs, invites it. Their own Vices and Virtues are thofe
of uninformed Nature. Like a too luxuriant Soil, they want
only proper Cultivation, to make the Produce uniformly

ood, that is, as far as the weak, unftable Nature of Map
can be fo. This much i1s certain, that they have learned their
greateft Vices from us; and therefore we furely have no Right
to upbraid them with them. For Good, they naturally re-
turn Good : as they naturally return Evil for Evil ; becaufe
they have not been taught otherwife, eithcr by Precept or
Exz{mplc. Ought we then to complain if the Meafure, with
which they mete to us our own, overflows? Was their Re-

fpec, their Eftcem, their Affection won by good Offices, by
upright
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upright and generous Dealing, they would return them an
hundred-fold. They would lic down at our Feet; they would
work for us by Day ; and guard us by Night.

The Duty in a religious, is ftill greater than the Advantage
in a political Light, as befide the greater Excellence of the
Objed, it alfo includes that Advantage. To explain this
Duty, to a People profefling Chriftianity, would be an Infult
either upon their Principles, or their Underftanding. If they
know it not, ‘they have the Scriptures! If they will not be-
lieve them, ¢ neither will they believe the Voice of one rifen
from the Dead ;” much lefs that of a Man coming without
Power or Authority to fpeak to them. I fhall therefore only
fay, that to expe&t Advantage from any Undertaking, with-
out firft firiving to conciliate ‘the Favour of Heaven by fuch
moft obvious, moft indifpenfible Means, is to contradi& the

Light of Reafon as well as of Religion, and flight the Expe-
rience of all Ages.

I muft not prefume to fay more. The Duty is fufficiently
known. The Right, the Power of enforcing it, with any
Profpeét of Succefs, is not in me.

I have the Honour, &c.

o
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My Lorp, .

T YHOUGH I hope I have clearly proved by the un-
| erring Evidence of Faéts, the mutual Advantages,
which Grear Britain and her Colonies reap from each other ;
yet as Matter diffufed over a large Space may not operate {o
itrongly upon the Mind, as when colleéted together, I fhall
beg Leave to draw the Whole into one Point of View, and
then leave Reafon to form it’s own Conclufion.

THhe firft Ends propofed in planting Colonies, are to encreafe
the Strength of the Mother Country by providing Room for
an Encreafe of People; and to encreafe it’'s Wealth by efta-
blithing with them an. Intercourfe of Commerce, mutually
advantageous, Colonization in any other View than one of
them, or tending to them, being abfurd, and fubverfive of
itfelf.

That our Colonies, on the Continent of America, will abun-
dantly anfwer the firft of thefe Purpofes, has been proved by
I’*‘.xpe}‘iencc, wherever the Experiment has been made ; and 1s
clear to Reafon in thofe others, where cither Want of Time,
or other lefs juftifiable Caufes, have hitherto prevented the
Trial in any Extent, as at Hudfon's Bay, Labrador, Nova
Scotia, &c. &c, -

The
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The only Objeé&ion poffible to be made to puthing this
Advantage to it's {ull Heighth, is the Danger of depopulat-
ing the Mother Country, on a Suppofition of it’s not having
People to {pare for fuch Tranfplantations: but this Suppofi-
tion, and of Courfe the Apprehenfion arifing from it, are
groundlefs. The Overflowings of this Metropolis (London)
who, for want of being properly employed, are a dead Weight
upon the Induftry of thofe who are, and upon the Trade of
the Nation, their unearned Confumption being the real Caufe
of the Scarcity and Dearnefs of the Neceflaries of Life, which
makes all our Manufactures come fo dear to Market, would
afford a greater Stock to breed, than would be requifite to
plant every Colony I have propofed; and confequently fend-
ing them out for that Purpofe, inftead of diftreffing the Mo-
ther Country, would double the Advantage immediately to
ker, by delivering her from that dead Weight, as hath been
already fhewn at large *. The quick Encreafe of Popula-
tion, where there is proper Encouragement, and Room for
Induftry to procure Plenty, is {ufhciently known.

That the fecond of thefe Ends, the Eftablithment of an
advantageous Commerce has been already anfwered by every
Colony we have planted, will be proved to Conviétion by
the State of the refpe&ive Trade of each. How much far-
ther that Advantage may ftill be carried, has been repeatedly
and clearly fhewn in the prcccdiug Remarks.

# Pages 28 and 29.

Total
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Total Amount of Britifp Ships, and Seamen employed in the
Trade® between Great Britain, and her Colonies on the

" Continent of America——of the Value of Goods exported
from Great Britain to thefe Colonies,—and of their Ploduce

'exported to Great Brzmm and elfewhere

: Colomcs

Hudfon's Bay
Labrador
American Vel
fels 120
Newfoundland
(20co Boats)
Canada 5
Nova Scotia
New England
Rhode-Ifland,
Conne@icut and
New Ham plLlrc
New York
Penn{ylvania
Virginia and
Maryland
North Carolina
South Carolina
Georgia
St. Augufline
Penfacola

;

|

;

L)

Ships Seamen Exports from LE:afports from

| +|G7eat Britain| the Colonies

4| 130" L "16,000] £ 29,340

. ks 49:0.50

380} 20,560 " ,273,400|" ' 345,000
34 408 105,000 105,500

6 7 26,500 38,000

451" 552 395,0001 = 378,560

3 36 12,000 114,500

30 330/ 531,000 526,000

35 390 611,000 705,500

330| 3,960 865,000 1,040,000

34 408 18,000 68,350

140| 1,680 305,000 395,666

24| 240 49,000 745200

2 24 7,000

10 120 97,000 6 3,000

1,078} 28,910|  3,370,900| 3,924,606

R Let
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Let the Addition of the above Numbers of Ships, and
Seamen—The Profits upon the above Coft of the Goods ex-
ported from Great Britain, and upon the Value of the un-
manufactured Produce of the Colonies fent in return, with
the Employment given to the Manufa&urers, be taken into
Confideration | And then let him who will prefume to fay that
our American Colonies do not pay an Equivalent for every Be-
neht they receive, ftand forth, and prove his Affertion, by
the fame Evidence of Fas, as this.

Nor do I reft the Point here. I will be bold to fay far-
ther, to your Lordfhip, that when the Amount of the Re-
venue received by Government from thefe Exports, and the
returned Produce is added to the Account, it will incontefti-
bly appear, that inftead of being a Burthen upon Gresz Bri-
tain, her Colonies do in reality lighten her Burthen, by
taking fully their Proportion of it upon them.

But this, my Lord, muft be referved till we fhall have
continued our Progrefs through the #7¢/l-Indian Hlands ; as
attempting to divide the Revenues arifing from their blended
Trade and Produce would only caufe Confufion, and em-
barrafs the Queftion.

I have the Honour, &e.
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