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Naming Classifications:
The Case of the Sino-Japanese Suffikee
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Abstract

The sino-japanese suffekeetranslated as “kind of” is used to create a categmabler
productive of neologisms. In these types of nanulagsifications, the stem followed by
keerefers metaphorically and/or metonymically to esaliproperties that re-classify it. The
suffix is able to delineate prototypical or everripleeral elements of the category in
guestion according to the ICM (ldealized cognitimeodel) and/or to amplify their
discursive aspects. Thus it allows the construatiom new category by lending to the stem
gualities of ambiguity and specificity.
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